




editorial

On 25 September 2015, the United Nations Member States unanimously adopted a 
Sustainable Development Agenda of 17 goals to be achieved by 2030. It is an innovative 
Agenda in many respects. Unlike the Millennium Declaration, which it replaces, it is 
universal and covers “developed” as well as “developing” countries. For the first time in 
history it also provides a reference framework that brings together environmental, social 
and economic themes under a single umbrella, thus emphazising their interdependence.

It is specifically this interdependence that we want to highlight in this edition: the 
interdependence of those actively working to achieve the goals, whether in the academic, 
political or economic spheres or in civil society; and the interdependence of the Agenda’s 
thematic areas, whether development cooperation, human rights, migration, or the 
promotion of peace. The Sustainable Development Goals cannot be addressed separately: 
we need a paradigm shift in order to see them as one entity – undoubtedly one which is 
complex but also potentially much more rewarding.

Thanks to Goal 16, peace is for the first time part of a development agenda. Looking at 
peace in a broader perspective and strengthening its links with the Agenda’s other topics 
should be our aim, following the example of the Swiss Platform for Peacebuilding (KOFF), 
whose mandate is not restricted to peacebuilding but also includes the breaking of silos 
that exist between different thematic areas.

Marie Seidel, editor

mailto:Marie.Seidel@swisspeace.ch


focus

2030 Agenda: universal 
reference framework for 
sustainable 
development

“We are the first generation that can end poverty and the last one that can take steps to 
avoid the worst impacts of climate change.” With these words, the former United Nations 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon never tired of pushing a new reference framework that 
unites the fight against poverty and the drive to combat climate change. He achieved his 
goal in September 2015 when the United Nations General Assembly adopted the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development.

All countries, indeed the entire international community, thereby support a common vision 
of how the world should be in 2030. This is formulated in 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and 169 sub-objectives (targets) and is extremely ambitious: the world is set to be 
free of poverty and hunger by 2030. Production and consumption are to be adapted to 
planetary boundaries, workers are no longer to be exploited, climate change is to stay 
within manageable limits, ecosystems are to remain stable, societies are to be organized in 
a participative and inclusive way, and the most vulnerable are to be provided for.

Many have welcomed the 2030 Agenda as a paradigm shift. In comparison with the 



Millennium Development Agenda and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the 2030 
Agenda is something completely new. Its universal character is particularly noteworthy – it 
assigns duties to industrial countries and talks of “developing countries” in terms of 
sustainability. The many cross references and explicitly stated reciprocal effects between 
the various goals as well as the bringing together of previously parallel processes within the 
2030 Agenda – the social development under the MDGs and the environmental dimension 
covered by the Rio processes – bring fresh impetus and new opportunities to the discourse 
on development. This achievement is due not least to the joint development of the target 
catalog.

However, the 2030 Agenda, as a resolution of the United Nations General Assembly, is not 
legally binding. This was the price to pay to have any chance of getting all countries to 
approve a 2030 Agenda as the reference framework for the next 15 years. This way, many 
goals could be introduced to the negotiation process that would have stood no chance had 
the document been more binding in nature. This applies to goals such as SDG 16 promoting 
greater rule of law, inclusive societies, and peace, which rich countries like Switzerland 
have been particularly keen on. It also applies to goals such as SDG 10, which aims to 
reduce inequality not just within but also between countries and has found particular favor 
among developing countries. Overall, the end result was a 2030 Agenda that was 
acceptable to everyone.

Its adoption by the UN General Assembly gives its genuine legitimacy. It represents a vision 
of the world in 2030 supported by all countries. However, as the 2030 Agenda is a 
negotiated document, it is not without contradictions. The final document thus contains 
some contradictory goals or conflicts could emerge in relation to goals. Depending on how 
individual goals are implemented, this can influence the achievement of other goals in a 
positive or negative way.

During the preparatory work for the 2030 Agenda, the developing countries secured the 
right to discuss the issue of resources (for implementation purposes) before anything 
actually happened. They were worried that, otherwise, a nice piece of paper with great 
goals would be adopted but nobody would actually put their hand in their pocket to make 
these goals a reality. These negotiations were concluded in July 2015 in Addis Ababa, two 
months before the 2030 Agenda was adopted.

The conference in Addis Ababa, however, did not focus on discussing a specific sum of 
money. Estimates for the investment required just to develop the infrastructure needed to 
achieve the SDGs range from 5,000 to 7,000 billion USD per annum. Development funds 
from the Global North are far from sufficient to cover this investment, and money alone is 
not enough to achieve the SDGs. The conference also had the aim of clarifying the 
prerequisites needed for sustainable development. Changes to the international financial 
system play a key role here in harnessing and freeing up existing funds for development 
purposes. However, the conference missed the chance to push for the structural changes 
required in this very area.

Target 17.14 – designed to enhance policy coherence for sustainable development – is the 
focal point for implementing the 2030 Agenda. It is the first time that this goal has been 
explicitly incorporated into a global reference framework. Countries are thus obliged to 
analyze their policies in terms of consequences in other areas and take measures to make 



sustainable development possible for other stakeholders as well. It presupposes that the 
cross references and links between the SDGs are taken seriously.

For Switzerland in particular, there is some need for action in this respect, especially in 
terms of international financial and fiscal policies. With over 3,000 billion USD of managed 
foreign assets, Switzerland – as a financial center – is the largest offshore haven in the 
world and one of the preferred low tax areas for global companies. Developing countries are 
losing billions in income that they could be using to implement sustainable development 
because of legal and illegal tax optimization techniques. Switzerland must also incorporate 
the SDGs into trade policy objectives, say through binding sustainability provisions on 
human and labor rights, environmental standards, or access to medicine.

Constant pressure from civil society is urgently needed in order to translate words into 
actions. Otherwise, there is a risk that federal agencies and the private sector will cherry 
pick from the 2030 Agenda, meaning the difficult SDGs will be neglected or not tackled at 
all. This effort requires a strong network of stakeholders from civil society covering all 
manner of thematic areas. The big picture for the 2030 Agenda will only emerge if people 
talk to each other.

Alliance Sud

Eva Schmassmann

eva.schmassmann@alliancesud.ch

links

- Alliance Sud

- 2030 Agenda: Switzerland far off the mark

- 2030 Agenda: the official page of the Swiss Federal Council

reports

Implementing the 2030 
Agenda: what role will 
civil society take?

http://www.alliancesud.ch/en
http://www.alliancesud.ch/en/politics/agenda-2030/implementation-and-switzerland/2030-agenda-switzerland-far-mark
https://www.eda.admin.ch/agenda2030/en/home.html


Representatives of the Swiss civil society discuss their role in implementing the 2030 Agenda. Alliance Sud

Widespread involvement and significant commitment from civil society are needed if the 
2030 Agenda is to be implemented meaningfully and effectively by Switzerland and not 
remain a mere vision. This means strengthening communication and cooperation between 
organizations from different thematic areas and geographical regions. With this in mind, 
Alliance Sud, the Swiss Platform for Peacebuilding KOFF, the Swiss Federation of Trade 
Unions (SGB), and the Environment Alliance invited representatives of Swiss civil society to 
a conference about the role of civil society in implementing the 2030 Agenda on October 18, 
2016.

The 50 participating organizations first mapped their activities to the individual goals of the 
Agenda to get an overview of how they interact. The form of cooperation was discussed in a 
second step, expressing the desire for stronger collaboration based on existing platforms 
and networks. Lastly, the areas of responsibility were identified: the focus lies on the 
organizations’ capacity to learn from and communicate with each other, increasing 
awareness among the public and other stakeholders of the 2030 Agenda as well as 
monitoring Switzerland’s implementation.

Several organizations have already declared themselves willing to work on the further 
development of an “alliance of alliances”. At the next civil society conference in May, 
various concepts for the governance of this platform will be put forward and its legal form 
and most important activities will be defined.

As peace has now become part of the development agenda thanks to Goal 16, KOFF is 
participating in this process. This provides the peacebuilding platform with a good 
opportunity to consider peace from a wider perspective and strengthen the nexus between 
peace and other aspects of the Agenda.

KOFF

Sidonia Gabriel

sidonia.gabriel@swisspeace.ch



Director

links

- Report on the conference on the role of Swiss civil society in implementing the 2030 
Agenda (in French or German)
- KOFF

- Alliance Sud

- Swiss Federation of Trade Unions (in French or German)

- Environment Alliance (in French or German)

reports

The prevention of 
violence in the 2030 
Agenda – points of 
reference for terre des 
hommes schweiz

The Brazilian organization CIPÓ is committed to creating a culture of peace in Salvador. terre des hommes 

schweiz

The 2030 Agenda highlights violence as an important factor in inhibiting development and 

http://www.alliancesud.ch/en/file/12473/download?token=8chhSOJe
http://www.alliancesud.ch/en/file/12473/download?token=8chhSOJe
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/
http://www.alliancesud.ch/en
http://www.sgb.ch/aktuell/
http://www.umweltallianz.ch/de/startseite.html


attaches great importance to the promotion of non-violent and inclusive societies. It is 
thereby validating the long-term experience of terre des hommes schweiz in the relevant 
program countries. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) represent the main frame of 
reference for the organization in terms of its program work in the Global South and its 
advocacy work in Switzerland.

Targets 16.2, 5.2, and 5.3 on violence against children and on all types of violence against 
women and girls, particularly with regard to forced marriage and early marriage, provide the 
organization with important points of reference for its work. The interdependencies with 
other goals of the 2030 Agenda are obvious too as other targets also contribute to 
preventing violence. The education goal 4.7, for example, highlights the significance of 
promoting a culture of peace and non-violence. There are also references to the goals of 
combating poverty and improving urban infrastructure, since, particularly in our program 
countries, marginalization and sociospatial exclusion are often the breeding grounds for 
youth violence.

terre des hommes schweiz firmly believes that prevention of violence needs to start by 
focusing on a range of causes. The 2030 Agenda helps to make these intersectoral links 
clear and promote cooperation at both a local and international level. An example of this is 
the “Global Partnership to End Violence Against Children”, which brings together 
governments, foundations, the UN, the people, academia, the private sector, and youth 
organizations to implement the vision of the 2030 Agenda.

Furthermore, the SDGs attach great importance to the coherence of development policy in 
the countries of the Global North. As such, they provide plenty of justification in 
Switzerland too for calls for greater coordination of domestic and foreign policies in 
relation to sustainable global development. In future, terre des hommes schweiz wants to 
step up its commitment to policy coherence in partnership with other Swiss NGOs.

terre des hommes schweiz

Andrea Zellhuber

andrea.zellhuber@terredeshommes.ch

Violence Prevention Desk

links

- terre des hommes schweiz

- End Violence Against Children – the global partnership

- More information on violence prevention at terre des hommes schweiz (in German)

- "Wir machen uns stark für die Agenda 2030" terre des hommes' engagement in the 
implementation of 2030 Agenda

reports

Governance and peace: 

http://www.terredeshommesschweiz.ch/en/
http://www.end-violence.org/
http://www.terredeshommesschweiz.ch/de/news_menu/article_seite.cfm?198/Den-Fangen-der-Maras-entkommen
http://www.terredeshommesschweiz.ch/de/news_menu/article_seite.cfm?199/Wir-machen-uns-stark-fur-die-Agenda-2030
http://www.terredeshommesschweiz.ch/de/news_menu/article_seite.cfm?199/Wir-machen-uns-stark-fur-die-Agenda-2030


keystones of the 2030 
Agenda

Helvetas’ vision is a just world in which all men and women determine the course of their 
lives in dignity and security, using environmental resources in a sustainable manner, in 
other words, a world that lives up to the 2030 Agenda. In order to contribute to relevant 
change processes, Helvetas combines three interrelated intervention mechanisms: 
implementing development programs, providing thematic advice, and engaging in advocacy 
and policy dialogue.

With its set of five interrelated and mutually reinforcing thematic working areas (water & 
infrastructure, skills development & education, governance & peace, rural economy, 
environment & climate change), Helvetas refers to major areas of the 2030 Agenda. It 
addresses both the rights and needs of poor and disadvantaged women and men, along 
with some of today’s major global risks and development opportunities.

Among other thematic interlinkages, the 2030 Agenda recognizes the centrality of 
governance and conflict transformation in advancing political, social and economic 
development. Helvetas understands this as both an affirmation and an opportunity to 
strengthen its work at the interface between citizen and state, to promote the 
establishment of responsive and accountable government structures and to enable citizens 
to participate in political decision-making processes and oversight of government 
functions.

“Governance & Peace” contributes to the development of democratic governance policies, 
systems and processes that improve the availability, accessibility, quality and affordability 
of gender responsive services for people living in poverty. In parallel, Helvetas engages in 
the prevention of violent conflicts and supports local actors in working out of fragility. It 



promotes conflict sensitivity with its partners, and implements projects that directly 
address the drivers of violent conflicts and contribute to the mitigation and de-escalation 
of conflicts. In addition, governance and conflict transformation are promoted as 
transversal topics by strengthening synergies and linkages within and across working 
areas. By doing so, this working area touches many goals of the 2030 Agenda, especially 
goal 16 “peace, justice and strong institutions”.

Helvetas Swiss Intercooperation

Geert van Dok

Geert.vanDok@helvetas.org

Political Communication

Regula Gattiker

Regula.Gattiker@helvetas.org

Advisor Conflict, Peace & Fragility

links

- Helvetas Swiss Intercooperation’s work on governance and peace

reports

The 2030 Agenda as a 
human rights agenda

Community radio station of "The Voice of Zacate Grande" in Honduras. Anna Leissing/swisspeace

https://www.helvetas.org/topics/working_areas/governance_and_peace/


According to the UN, the goals of the 2030 Agenda “seek to realize the human rights of all 
and to achieve gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls.” The aim is to 
create a “world of universal respect for human rights and human dignity, the rule of law, 
justice, equality and non-discrimination.”

Each of the 17 goals for sustainable development (SDGs) can be underpinned with 
obligations of the states, including Switzerland, deriving from the central international 
human rights agreements. This gives the 2030 Agenda a legally binding framework. The 
2030 Agenda for its part becomes an instrument for implementing human rights. With the 
“Human Rights Guide to the SDGs”, the Danish Institute for Human Rights has developed a 
useful web tool that shows how human rights are embedded in the SDGs and highlights the 
concrete links between the 169 targets and the broader spectrum of instruments for 
implementing human rights.

Especially the call for concrete measures to implement goal 16 for promoting inclusive and 
peaceful societies requires cooperation between peace, development, and human rights 
organizations. Together, discriminatory policies in Switzerland and any effects of Swiss 
policies and companies abroad that contravene human rights can be discussed. The aim 
would be for example to call, with one voice, for the establishment of a national human 
rights institution to help achieve goal 16 based on UN requirements and in accordance with 
a UN indicator.

The information platform humanrights.ch has the objective of continuously revising the 
human rights dimensions of the 2030 Agenda, familiarizing the organizations of the 
platform with the 2030 Agenda, and raising awareness within networks of the political 
potential to link the 2030 Agenda with the processes and campaigns associated with 
human rights work.

humanrights.ch

Matthias Hui

matthias.hui@humanrights.ch

links

- humanrights.ch

- The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development – a human rights agenda (in German)

- The Human Rights Guide to the SDGs - a web tool of the Danish Institute for Human Rights

reports

http://www.humanrights.ch/en/
http://www.humanrights.ch/de/menschenrechte-schweiz/aussenpolitik/aussenpolitik-diverses/entwicklung/agenda-2030
http://sdg.humanrights.dk/en


Migration in the 2030 
Agenda: the role of 
mdplatform.ch

Members of the platform defined the thematic priorities of the mdplatform.ch at the annual assembly. 

Peter Aeberhard

With the adoption of the 2030 Agenda, migration was acknowledged as an integral 
component and factor for global and sustainable development for the first time. The Swiss 
Civil Society Platform on Migration and Development “mdplatform.ch” was founded in 2015 
with the aim of encouraging discussions about areas where migration and development 
overlap and intersect. It helps its members share their work and experiences at an 
international level and become involved in consultation exercises at both a national and 
international level. With a membership of over 70 NGOs, it is thus committed to ensuring 
that Swiss civil society contributes to implementing the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) in the area of migration.

This contribution is varied as the topic of migration feeds into more than 11 targets. For 
example, target 10.7 calls for orderly, safe, and regular migration. The vulnerability of 
people in transit, refugees, or those seeking work is addressed in many goals too, including 
in goal 16 for more peaceful and inclusive societies.

The implementation of the SDGs requires migrants to get involved too. In this respect, the 
ongoing multilateral dialog on migration (Global Compact on Refugees, Global Compact on 
safe, regular and orderly migration) aims to not just improve the protection of migrants, but 
also ensure their rights and capacity to help shape their own destiny. Given the heated 
political debates and growing xenophobia, a committed, enlightened, and positive-minded 



Swiss civil society is of vital importance.

mdplatform.ch

Peter Aeberhard

paeberhard@caritas.ch

Platform Coordinator

Pascal Fendrich

Pascal.Fendrich@helvetas.org

Platform Deputy Coordinator

links

- Swiss Civil Society Platform on Migration and Development

- Information on the international dialog on migration

reports

Research in partnership 
as catalyst for more 
sustainable 
development

http://mdplatform.ch/wordpress/
http://mdplatform.ch/wordpress/compact-on-migration-2018


The 2016 Research Fair was an opportunity for exchange between science, policy, and practice on the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda. KFPE

17 goals. More than 160 targets and as many opportunities. The 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development provides a global action plan for more equitable and more 
sustainable development. But what trade-offs are faced by those implementing these 
goals? What approaches will work best at meeting needs in the social, environmental and 
economic spheres? How can adequate partnerships be set up?

These questions guided discussions between scientific, social and political stakeholders at 
the Research Fair held by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and the 
Commission for Research Partnerships with Developing Countries (KFPE) in November 
2016. And what was the outcome? Research can make a significant contribution to trans-
border, trans-sector, trans-cultural and trans-disciplinary efforts to achieve these goals, if 
it is given the resources to do so.

The Swiss Programme for Research on Global Issues for Development (r4d), a joint initiative 
of the SDC and the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF), is funding research 
partnerships between Switzerland and African, Asian and Latin American countries to 
provide political leaders and practitioners with relevant knowledge in the fields of science 
and development. Sustainable development is the guiding thread of this program, which 
focuses on five global issues: social conflict, employment, food security, sustainable 
management of ecosystems and health system financing. The latest r4d call for proposals, 
which is currently open, encourages research projects that will investigate trade-offs and 
synergies within the 2030 Agenda and produce transformative knowledge. It provides an 
opportunity for the Swiss and international scientific community to get directly involved in 
implementing the 2030 Agenda.

Swiss Agency for Cooperation and Development (SDC)

Aurélie Righetti

aurelie.righetti@eda.admin.ch

Research Desk

links

- 2016 Research Fair: Research and innovation as drivers in achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals
- Swiss Agency for Cooperation and Development (SDC)

- Commission for Research Partnerships with Developing Countries

- Swiss Programme for Research on Global Issues for Development

- Swiss National Science Foundation

- r4d call for proposals

reports

Switzerland’s 

https://naturalsciences.ch/organisations/kfpe/workshops_seminars/81805-research-and-innovation-as-drivers-in-achieving-the-sustainable-development-goals?_ga=1.28906619.615246296.1488379155
https://naturalsciences.ch/organisations/kfpe/workshops_seminars/81805-research-and-innovation-as-drivers-in-achieving-the-sustainable-development-goals?_ga=1.28906619.615246296.1488379155
https://www.eda.admin.ch/deza/en/home.html
http://www.naturalsciences.ch/organisations/kfpe?_ga=1.31317880.615246296.1488379155
http://www.r4d.ch/
http://www.snf.ch/en/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.r4d.ch/News/Pages/170217_CallforProposals_3rdOpenCall.aspx


implementation of the 
2030 Agenda
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development constitutes an important landmark for 
global cooperation. Switzerland has played a major role in its development. The Federal 
Council is now committed to implementing it on both a national and international level and 
contributing to achieving its aims, the sustainable development goals (SDGs), by 2030. This 
specifically means things like measures to reduce CO2 emissions, promote gender equality, 
and close material cycles. Switzerland is contributing to achieving the goals as part of 
Swiss foreign policy and development cooperation as well as implementing them in the 
country.

The first stage
The Federal Council prepares the implementation of the 2030 Agenda in a transition stage. 
The core element of the work is a substantive analysis of the current status of its 
implementation. This review reveals where the greatest need for action lies if the SDGs are 
to be achieved. It also illustrates the opportunities that the 2030 Agenda will open up for 
our country.

Partnerships and cooperation
Switzerland has a long tradition in the cooperation with governmental and non-
governmental actors and wants to strengthen the established partnership for the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda. It plans to strengthen the institutional cooperation for 
sustainable development with the cantonal sustainability specialist units and delegations, 
for example. In order to ensure effective cooperation with non-governmental stakeholders, 
it has appointed a support group of representatives from business, civil society, and 
academia to clarify the procedures and purpose of the cooperation and coordinate 
activities. Furthermore, the Federal Council set up the “2030 Dialogue for Sustainable 
Development” to deepen discussions on sustainable development. An impressive number 
of stakeholders are already working on implementing the SDGs. These forces must be 
combined.

Federal Office for Spatial Development, Sustainable Development Section

Till Berger

Till.Berger@are.admin.ch

Sustainable Development Strategy Coordinator

links

- The Swiss Federal Council’s page on the 2030 Agenda

in depth

Caritas highlights the 

https://www.eda.admin.ch/agenda2030/en/home.html


importance of 
implementing the SDGs 
in Switzerland
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda do not just concern the 
Global South, since countries like Switzerland also need to adapt their domestic policies in 
line with the objectives of the SDGs. In June 2016, the Swiss NGO and KOFF member 
Caritas published a position paper illustrating the extent to which action is also required to 
be undertaken in Switzerland.

In Switzerland, 500,000 people are still living in poverty (SDG 1) and rising health insurance 
premiums are a problem for lots of people (SDG 3). In addition, educational opportunities 
are still determined by a person’s social background (SDG 4), there is a distinct trend 
toward greater inequality in terms of income and assets (SDG 10), and migrants and “sans 
papiers” enjoy a less favorable legal status (SDG 16). These inequalities must be reduced. 
Caritas is thus asking policy makers and administrators to make implementation of the 
2030 Agenda a priority at the various institutions in Switzerland, to ensure the provision of 
finances, and to involve the cantons and communities in the process. However, it is also 
necessary to get civil society on board, as well as the private sectors and academia.

links

- Caritas position paper. The 2030 Agenda: a challenge for Switzerland

in depth

Database of SDG 
partnerships
Partnerships between different stakeholders are of paramount importance for 
implementing the 2030 Agenda. The United Nations has created a website for this purpose, 
comprising project partnerships involving stakeholders from the private sector, academia, 
and civil society. The projects are also linked to the respective Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), so anyone can see the existing projects and participating organizations for 
every goal. The website can therefore also trigger follow-up activities and help SDGs gain 
more public awareness. The platform allows all interested parties to register an initiative of 
their own.

The database indicates, for example, that there are comparatively few projects for goal 16 
(to promote peaceful and inclusive societies). The UNs’ actual main page on the SDGs is 
another helpful medium with lots of background information and resources to help 

https://www.caritas.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Caritas_Schweiz/data/site/was-wir-sagen/unsere-position/positionspapiere/PP_Agenda2030_E_Internet.pdf


implement the goals.

links

- Database of partnerships

- The United Nations’ main page on the SDGs

in depth

Global map on the 
progress of goal 16
A new website on goal 16 – to promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 
development, provide access to justice for all, and build effective, accountable, and 
inclusive institutions at all levels – is online. The database collects existing data and 
therefore serves as a kind of progress report on Goal 16, favoring analysis of both official 
indicators relating to the targets of the goal and also additional ones that might play a role 
for it. The website was developed by the “Governance Data Alliance” – an international 
consortium of numerous NGOs – and integrates different sources of information.

A rating system for every goal and different parameters allow comparisons to be made 
between different countries. The progress of the goals and indicators for each country can 
also be viewed. The website is thus a particularly interesting tool for stakeholders involved 
in peace research.

links

- The SDG16 Data initiative

news

swisspeace / KOFF

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnerships/goal16/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://www.sdg16.org/


The participants of this year's CAS in Civilian Peacebuilding Essential. swisspeace

Certificate of Advanced Studies (CAS) in Civilian 

Peacebuilding Essentials

What impact does peacebuilding have? What are the challenges involved in working in 
fragile contexts? How do gender roles change during a conflict and what implications does 
this have? How and at what point can mediation work help to defuse conflicts? How can a 
society come to terms with the most serious human rights violations and infringements of 
international humanitarian law? How can a “war economy” be transformed into an 
economic system that is conducive to peace?

These questions lie at the heart of the Certificate of Advanced Studies (CAS) in Civilian 
Peacebuilding Essentials. Over a total of 22 days (once a month on a Friday/Saturday), this 
further training course, which is designed to be undertaken alongside professional work, 
gives participants a chance to update their knowledge of selected areas of civilian 
peacebuilding and provides training in practical methods. The course is designed for 
practitioners and academics interested in bridging their own experiences with current 
conceptual insights and practical knowledge on civilian peacebuilding.

The CAS course will be held from September 2017 to August 2018 and is a module of the 
Master of Advanced Studies (MAS) in Civilian Peacebuilding offered by swisspeace and the 
University of Basel

swisspeace

academy@swisspeace.ch

links

- Further information

http://www.swisspeace.ch/courses/certificate-programs/peacebuilding-essentials.html


- Registration until June 30, 2017

- Master of Advanced Studies (MAS) in Civilian Peacebuilding

- Annual course schedule

On governance, art, and dealing with the past: 

three new publications by swisspeace

swisspeace has already published three new publications this year. A report was published 
in January that investigates local governance in Syrian opposition areas and analyzes how 
this is perceived in the community. As well as swisspeace, Leila Hilal and the Syrian civil 
society organization LACU (Local Administration Councils Unit) were also involved in the 
report.

swisspeace has also published a critical reflection on a roundtable addressing the role of 
art in the promotion of peace. It concludes that art can convey a feeling of normality during 
times of war and offer space for reflection and communication. This potential of art to 
promote peace must be granted greater consideration in future.

A new working paper by Melanie Altanian deals with the question of how archives are used 
in the Armenian-Turkish context. It shows how the notion of “truth” – and therefore efforts 
to come to terms with the past – can be highly problematic in this context and offers 
suggestions to improve the situation.

swisspeace

Marie Seidel

marie.seidel@swisspeace.ch

Communications officer

links

- Mazen Gharibah, Bahjat Hajjar, Leila Hilal, Martina Santschi, Mazhar Sharbaji, Corinne 
von Burg: Perceptions of Governance - The Experience of Local Administrative Councils in 
Opposition-held Syria. January 2017
- Anna Leissing, Vesna Matovic, Dagmar Reichert, Meret Schlegel, Anna Leissing. Critical 
Reflection on Art Initiatives in Fragile and Conflict Affected Regions. February 2017
- Melanie Altanian. Archives against Genocide Denialism? swisspeace working paper 
1/2017. March 2017

news

http://www.swisspeace.ch/courses/application-forms/application-form-programs.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/courses/master-program.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Activities/Training/Annual_Course_Schedule_2017.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Mediation/WOTRO_Report_The_Experience_of_Local_Administrative_Councils_in_Oppositionheld_Syria.pdf
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The interfaith symposium organized by Mission 21 gathered more than 80 participants. Mission 21

“Which values apply?” Mission 21’s interfaith 

symposium

The debate regarding a common denominator in a multicultural and multireligious society 
attracted more than 80 interested participants to the interfaith symposium on February 13, 
2017, in Basel.

Hans Georg Signer, a practitioner who was responsible for education in the Canton of Basel-
Stadt until 2014, believes that schools make the greatest contribution toward integration in 
multicultural societies. He thinks cultural conflicts that trigger legal problems, for example 
when parents do not consent to letting their daughters take swimming lessons, should be 
solved using legal means. However, when it comes to regulations facilitating coexistence in 
schools (as was the case in the handshake debate in Therwil), stricter laws – or even a 
stricter constitution – would be the wrong approach, Signer commented.



Mouhanad Khorchide, Professor of Islamic Theology in Münster, in Germany, gave us a 
fundamental insight into an enlightened, Muslim understanding of values. He believes that 
there is a need in our society for a common set of values and that human dignity is non-
negotiable.

Muslim, lawyer and women’s rights advocate Seyran Ates from Berlin also contributed with 
her interfaith and multicultural experiences. According to her, from the point of view of 
Muslims, the structures have become stuck and, at the same time, prejudices influence 
people’s perceptions of Islam. The lawyer stressed that people have to stick to facts and 
use human rights as guidance.

Charity proved to be a recurrent theme as various people took to the podium. All of the 
speakers emphasized how this is an enriching value of both Islam and Christianity and 
transcends the need for people to behave in a “reasonable” manner – which also has a 
positive impact. The important thing is to strengthen our ability to discuss things with each 
other.

Mission 21

Katharina Gfeller

katharina.gfeller@mission-21.org

links

- Mission 21

- Further information on the symposium (in German)

news

International

http://www.mission-21.org/en/mission-21/
http://www.mission-21.org/news/alle-news/meldungen-alle-blogs/archive/2017/Februar/article/naechstenliebe-und-menschenrechte/


Workshop participants at the Basel Peace Forum 2017 discussing the potential of artificial intelligence and 

technology for peacebuilding. Gabriel Hill

Can we build a more peaceful world through 

online commerce connections?

Last January, Hanne Melin Olbe, Director Global Public Policy at eBay Inc, participated in 
the first edition of the Basel Peace Forum. Following her input at the workshop on artificial 
intelligence and virtual marketplaces in peacebuilding, she reflects, in an article published 
on Medium.com, on the role which a new and more inclusive model of trade could play for 
long-term peacebuilding.

She describes how the online commerce platform enables trade patterns different from 
traditional trade. She argues that this model of trade could contribute to peacebuilding, 
highlighting three of its features that have been found to play a role in reducing conflict: 
First, platform-enabled trade enables trust creation between individuals across distance. 
Second, it empowers broader based economic growth by including micro and small 
enterprises as well as firms in remote areas. Lastly, it allows for export diversification, 
reducing the risk of conflict a fragile country faces when its export is centered on 
commodities and thus vulnerable to price changes.

links

- Read the whole article on Medium.com

Berghof Foundation

In January 2017, the OECD published a joint paper written by two research teams at 
Berghof Foundation and Clingendael. Commissioned by the International Network on 
Conflict and Fragility (INCAF), and funded by the German Ministry for Cooperation (BMZ) 
and the German development agency (GIZ), it assesses how bilateral and multilateral 
development donors have implemented their commitment to supporting inclusive and 
legitimate political settlements, as formulated in the 2011 New Deal for Engagement in 
Fragile States. Based on empirical evidence in four New Deal pilot countries (Afghanistan, 
Somalia, South Sudan and Timor-Leste), the report critically reviews donors’ ability to scale 
up their understanding and practice of the politics of development. It puts forward a set of 
recommendations that should enable international statebuilding and peacebuilding 
assistance to better acknowledge, and work with, the realities of fragmented and contested 
governance in fragile and conflict-affected environments.

links

- INCAF. Hitting the target, but missing the point? Assessing donor support for inclusive 
and legitimate politics in fragile societies. January 2017

https://medium.com/@swisspeace/leveraging-technology-can-we-build-a-more-peaceful-world-through-commerce-connections-242dd2baba1#.7bgq9lyn4
http://www.oecd.org/dac/conflict-fragility-resilience/docs/Hitting_the_target.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/dac/conflict-fragility-resilience/docs/Hitting_the_target.pdf


- New Deal for Engagement in Fragile States

Eminent scientists and experts to draft the 

Global Sustainable Development Report

Before leaving office, former Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon appointed 15 eminent 
scientists and experts to draft the Global Sustainable Development Report. This report is a 
key component of the mechanism to follow up and review progress on the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The document, 
which will be published in 2019, is intended to provide guidance from a scientific 
perspective that will support implementation for the SDGs and the 2030 Agenda in ways 
that integrate economic, environmental and social dimension, and will be available for a 
wide range of stakeholders, including business, civil society and the general public. Among 
the 15 members of the independent group of scientists is Peter Messerli, Director and 
Professor for Sustainable Development at the Centre for Development and Environment of 
the University of Bern. He will serve as co-chairs of the group.

links

- Further information

calendar

Upcoming events
April 6, 2017

Bern, Switzerland

Further information

Annual Conference of the human Security Division of the FDFA
This year, the annual conference of the human Security Division of the FDFA will be 
dedicated to the topic of political inclusion as a key to preventing violent extremism. 
Experts will identify the challenges linked to the prevention of violent extremism and 
explain the opportunities presented by focusing on prevention.

April 17, 2017

Bern, Switzerland

Easter March 2017
Several KOFF member organizations will join members of civil society in this year’s Easter 
March in Bern, which will take place on April 17, 2017 (Easter Monday). This year, its tagline 
will be: “My money leads to war. Pension funds and banks should stop supporting the arms 

http://www.pbsbdialogue.org/en/new-deal/about-new-deal/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/envdev1770.doc.htm
https://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/news/agenda.html/deza/en/meta/agenda/2017/4/jahreskonferenz-menschliche-sicherheit


Further information

trade”.

Until April 30, 2017

Basel, Switzerland

Further information

Registration until April 30, 2017

Register for the swisspeace Summer School on South Sudan
How can peace and conflict studies contribute to understanding the conflict dynamics in 
South Sudan, and how can insights from South Sudan advance academic research? The 
five-day summer school will focus on the main developments in South Sudan since 
independence in 2011 and the key actors and main drivers of conflict today. It explores how 
the ongoing armed conflict relates to previous civil wars and the lessons learned from 
peace and state building engagement taking place prior to independence. Specific topics 
relevant to the South Sudan context including state formation, local governance, peace 
mediation, civil society, and responsibility to protect will be centre stage. The Summer 
school will take place on July 3-7, 2017.

May 4, 2017

Bern, Switzerland

Further information

Conference on the role of civil society in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda
After two meetings last October and February, Swiss organizations of the civil society will 
meet a third time in May to discuss their role in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and 
the possible creation of a civil society platform to take on this challenge. During this 
conference, governance options of such a platform will be presented and discussed. All 
Swiss civil society organizations are welcome to attend the event.

May 8, 2017

Geneva, Switzerland

Further information and inscription

Shadow World – a documentary on the Arms Trade
Shadow world is a documentary which explores the world’s largest and most corrupt arms 
deals through those involved in perpetrating and investigating them. He will be shown at 
the Maison de la paix on May, 8.

May 31, 2017

Bern, Switzerland

KOFF members’ assembly 2017

http://ostermarschbern.ch/?lang=de
http://www.swisspeace.ch/courses/individual-courses/summer-school.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/courses/application-forms/application-form-individual-courses-and-trainings.html
https://goo.gl/forms/VvAhBlxKCC45mgDY2
http://graduateinstitute.ch/events/_/events/corporate/2017/shadow-world


Further information

Save the date! The KOFF members’ assembly will be held on the afternoon of May 31 2017 
at the Ateliers Bollwerkstadt in Bern.

Until May 31, 2017

Further information and application

Rotary Foundation: call for application
The Rotary Foundation is now accepting applications for the fully-funded Rotary Peace 
Fellowship 2018. The fellowship provides academic and practical training to prepare 
scholars for leadership roles in solving today’s global challenges. Up to 100 fellows are 
selected globally every year to earn either a master’s degree or a professional development 
certificate in peace and conflict studies at one of six Rotary Peace Centers.

May 31 - June 2, 2017

Basel, Switzerland

Further information

Registration (asap!)

Register for the Human Rights & Conflict Transformation training
Despite wide recognition that the fields of human rights, peacebuilding and development 
work in and on similar contexts, they are often perceived as distinct disciplines. Get 
insights on the value of linking human rights and conflict transformation and learn from 
practical lessons and tools from both fields for use in project design, implementation and 
evaluation processes.

June 8-14, 2017

Switzerland

Further information

VOIX DES FEMMES 2017
VOIX DES FEMMES, a series of events held by TERRE DES FEMMES Switzerland, will be 
taking place for the eighth time in 2017. This year, the organization invites Yanar 
Mohammed, an Iraqi activist coming from Bagdad to tell us about women defending human 
and women’s rights in her country Iraq. She will be in Switzerland from June 8-14, 2017 and 
hold conferences in Zurich, Bern, Lausanne and Geneva.

Until June 30, 2017

Basel, Switzerland

CAS Civilian Peacebuilding Essentials
Civilian peacebuilding plays a crucial role in efforts to transform violent conflict, promote 
peace, rebuild war-torn societies and prevent the recurrence of violence. This postgraduate 
course provides a holistic understanding of civilian peacebuilding and reflects critically on 
peacebuilding practices. It analyses theories, concepts, debates, policies and practices in 
peacebuilding & statebuilding; gender in conflict & peacebuilding; peacebuilding 

https://www.rotary.org/our-programs/peace-fellowships
http://www.swisspeace.ch/courses/individual-courses/human-rights-conflict-transformation.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/courses/application-forms/application-form-individual-courses-and-trainings.html
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/de/politische-arbeit/vdf


Further information

Registration until June 30, 2017

methodologies; peace mediation; dealing with the past & transitional justice, and business, 
conflict & human rights. The CAS consists of 21 course days (on Fridays/Saturdays) and 
runs from September 2017 to August 2018.

Until June 30, 2017

Basel, Switzerland

Further information

Registration until June 30, 2017

Register for the Dealing with the Past & Conflict Transformation Course
Finding a way to deal with a violent past following events such as civil war, the end of an 
authoritarian regime or occupation, is often argued to be the basis for lasting peace, 
democracy and rule of law. In this swisspeace course, participants will learn about the 
design and implementation of effective and transformative dealing with the past 
processes, get to know ‘local’ approaches to dealing with the past as well as ‘international’ 
norms and frameworks, understand processes of memorialization and learn from victim-
perpetrators relationships in contexts of transition.

http://www.swisspeace.ch/courses/certificate-programs/peacebuilding-essentials.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/courses/application-forms/application-form-programs.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/courses/individual-courses/dealing-with-the-past.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/courses/application-forms/application-form-individual-courses-and-trainings.html



