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Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) 
KOFF helps its approximately 50 member 
organizations to develop their peace-
building capacities. KOFF is a networking 
platform for state and non-governmental 
peacebuilding actors, it promotes policy 
dialog and joint learning processes. In 
addition to roundtables and workshops 
devoted to specific countries and topics, 
KOFF offers consultancy services and train-
ing programs tailored to its clients’ needs.

BEFORE «BEFORE – Action to Prevent 
Political Violence» is a joint initiative of 
swisspeace and the Alliance for Peace-
building. The aim of the project is to 
prevent violence in politically unstable 
countries by means of a comprehensive 
approach that links the monitoring of early 
warning signals with concrete peacebuild-
ing strategies.

Humanitarian Dialogue 
in North Caucasus In the framework 

of this project, swisspeace is working 
together with Russian non-governmental 
organizations. The purpose is to strength-
en security for the civilian population of 
North Caucasus. The project supports the 
search for missing persons and the reha-
bilitation of conflict victims.

Mediation Support Project (MSP) 
swisspeace and the Center for Security 
Studies of the Swiss Federal Institute of 
Technology Zurich carry out this joint 
project mandated by the Federal Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs. The project part-
ners provide support for mediators and 
conflict parties in peace processes through 
training courses, networking meetings 
and negotiation workshops, as well as 
research and publications.

North-South Research 
Partnerships swisspeace has been a 

member of the Swiss National Center of 
Competence in Research North-South 
since 2001. NCCR North-South is an inter-
national and interdisciplinary network of 
academics and research institutes. In the 
framework of research partnerships with 
students and institutes in the South, swiss- 
peace focuses its research on questions of 
statehood, conflict and business.

 

Projects

Dealing with the Past Dealing with the 
Past is one of the greatest challenges fac-
ing societies emerging from dictatorships 
and violent conflict. Human rights viola-
tions must be addressed if a peace process 
is to be sustainable. swisspeace shows 
how to make such processes comprehen-
sive, sustainable and context-specific. 

Mediation Third parties play a central 
role in facilitating dialog between conflict 
parties. swisspeace advises mediators in 
these dialog processes and helps to de-
velop their negotiating skills. swisspeace 
also provides direct support for mediation 
processes.

Statehood and Conflict State building 
processes and conflicts mutually interact. 
swisspeace conducts research on state 
practices in conflict and post-conflict 
contexts in order to understand how new 
forms of statehood emerge as a result 
of negotiation processes between local, 
national and international actors.

Peacebuilding 
Analysis and Impact Peacebuilding 

interventions are effective when they are 
thoroughly adapted to the existing context 
and avoid unintentional negative side ef-
fects. This requires a realistic goal, a solid 
conceptual foundation, and institutional 
flexibility. swisspeace helps organizations 
to develop conflict-sensitive and effective 
country strategies, programs and projects.

Further topics In an effort to promote 
constructive involvement of the private 
sector in peace processes the Business & 
Peace research program looks at the role 
economic actors play in violent conflicts. 
In the area of conflict prevention, new 
concepts are developed and models tested 
for the early warning and prevention of 
potentially violent conflicts. swisspeace 
also offers expertise in the field of gender 
and peacebuilding and promotes the 
importance of the role of gender in the 
analysis and transformation of conflicts 
and in peace processes.

Topics

«swisspeace is a most valuable partner in the field of 
peacemaking, offering important capacity-building 
services such as training, technical advice and guidance 
development.»

B. Lynn Pascoe
UN-Under-Secretary General for Political Affairs
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Research and Teaching swisspeace 
links theory with practice and develops 
research expertise useful to peacebuilding 
actors. The Foundation is involved in post-
graduate courses, social science study 
programs and the training of doctoral can-
didates at the University of Basel. Through 
the interdisciplinary NCCR North-South 
network, partnerships are developed with 
scholars and institutes in Africa, Asia and 
Central America.

Consultancy and Capacity Building 
swisspeace helps clients to develop and 
implement peacebuilding projects along 
with capacity building. Consultancy serv-
ices include concept and strategy develop-
ment, process support, conflict analysis, 
and monitoring & evaluation.
swisspeace develops and offers custom-
made training courses for actors involved 
in development cooperation and peace-
building.

Events Through conferences, forums and 
workshops, swisspeace initiates reflec-
tion and learning processes, and shapes 
academic and political discourses on peace 
policy issues at the national and interna-
tional level.

Publications The «swisspeace Working 
Paper» publication series includes con-
tributions from various swisspeace staff 
members on core research issues and topic 
areas as well as conference papers.
The monthly KOFF Newsletter provides up-
to-date information on Swiss and interna-
tional peacebuilding activities.

 Yes, I want to support peace!

  I would like to become a member of the 
swisspeace Support Association, please 
send me more information (membership 
fee: 100.–CHF per year)

  I would like to make a donation

  I would like to subscribe to the free 
electronic Newsletter

  I would like to learn more about 
swisspeace

www.swisspeace.org
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swisspeace is a member of the Swiss Aca-
demy of Humanities and Social Science and 
is an associate institute of the University of 
Basel.

«In a country where research and political action have often been carried out 
by different and separate organizations, swisspeace has succeeded in turning 
the concept of applied, action-oriented research into reality.»

Peter Maurer, State Secretary, Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs

knowledge for peace

www.swisspeace.org 

swisspeace – the Swiss Peace Foundation

analyzes 
violent conflicts and their peaceful transformation. 

supports 
organizations to strengthen their civilian peacebuilding capacities.  

promotes 
knowledge transfer between researchers and practitioners.  

networks 
governmental and non-governmental peacebuilding organizations. 

creates 
informed opinions on peace policy. 


