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Editorial 

Since forming the Center for Peacebuilding six months ago, information, counseling, 
and networking regarding the core areas have been taking shape steadily. KOFF 
reports on the most vital developments and activities of Swiss and international 
peace-building.  The homepage went on the Internet with basic information in July, 
while the homepage ”InfoMarket“ module is still in preparation. The KOFF 
newsletter has gained a favorable reception and also appears in English, starting with 
this issue in order to heighten involvement of Swiss institutions’ local partners in 
conflict countries as well as our international partners. The array of KOFF reports 
begins with a report on Afghanistan. 
 
Good relations as advisers could be built with both the Federal Department of 
Foreign Affairs (DFA) and with our sponsoring NGOs. Counseling by KOFF is 
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sought for conflict analysis, overriding strategic issues, as well as program and 
project development, evaluation and ”lessons learned“, education and training. 
KOFF, as a platform for exchange between Swiss officialdom and NGOs, has 
prompted formation of three continuing country- and subject-specific roundtable 
discussions and working groups. Others will follow. International networking of 
Swiss and international players could also be supported.  KOFF is attempting to 
assume a clear, transparent, and participative facilitator role related to these 
activities. I would like to offer you thanks here for past trust and look forward to 
future cooperation.  We very gladly accept suggestions and feedback. Finally I’d like 
to add that the events of September 11 in the USA show us in a tragic dimension the 
importance of civil resolution of conflicts. 
Thania Paffenholz, head of KOFF 
 
 
 

News from Swiss NGOs 

Swiss peace program drafted for Guatemala 

A Swiss peace program for Guatemala should become a framework in which all 
participants can get involved in activities relevant to peace in the country. This 
February the Berne and Zurich Guatemala networks worked with the regional Swiss 
Reformed Church’s Office for Ecumenism, Mission, and Development Cooperation 
(OeME) of Berne to organize a seminar.  Its goal:  to systematize, assess, and draw 
conclusions on the future impact of Swiss authorities’ past activities in the sphere of 
peace research on Guatemala. Representatives of relief agencies, solidarity groups, 
and the DFA as well as Parliament were agreed that a coordinated plan for peace-
building is a matter of highest urgency. Meanwhile a process has been set in motion 
that aims to draft and realize a coordinated “program to consolidate the peace 
process in Guatemala“.  
Contact: Karl Heuberger, heuberger@hekseper.ch 
 
Unité sees itself as a contribution to tolerance and conflict prevention  

Unité, the Swiss association for exchange of personnel in development cooperation 
formed in a cluster of 30 organizations, seeks to support participating countries in 
the South by use of volunteers and to promote solidarity with them. Unité is now on 
the Internet as well. 
 
The association trains volunteers in Switzerland who want to commit themselves to 
development cooperation.  Unité looks upon the exchange of people from different 
hemispheres as bridge building between various cultures and sees this as a 
contribution to greater tolerance, peace-building, and prevention of conflicts. 
Further information: info@unite-ch.org; www.unite-ch.org 
 
One year of Swiss mediation umbrella organization (SDM) 

Seven mediation organizations formed an umbrella association a year ago.  It seeks 
to promote mediation in Switzerland in all spheres – within the family, schools, 
courts, and even in armed international conflicts. It seeks in this way to contribute to 
a constructive and cooperative issue culture. The umbrella organization examines 
quality in mediation training and practice, enables exchange and networking within 
and among its member organizations, and cultivates international dialog. Current 
SDM-FSM members are: International Association for Conflict Management and 
Mediation (IVKM), Group for Mediation (GPM), Institute for Mediation (IfM), 
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Mediationsforum Schweiz FH, Swiss Peace Foundation (SPF), Swiss Red Cross 
(SRC), and the Swiss Association for Mediation (SVM). 
Further information: sdm-fsm@www.ch; www.infomediation.ch/sdm-fsm.htm 
 
 
 

News from Swiss Government Offices 

Peace policy takes new shape 

Civilian peace-building within Swiss officialdom is located in the Swiss Federal 
Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA). Here Political Affairs Division IV (human 
security, peace, human rights, and humanitarian policy – PA IV) as well as Swiss 
Agency for Development Cooperation (SDC) deal with the topic. PA IV sets the 
priority for its content on mediating in armed conflicts, reconciliation, human 
security (small arms, mines), and democratization. This covers media relations, 
support of federalism, voting, and much more. PA IV concentrates geographically 
on the Mediterranean area (above all Southeast Europe and the Middle East), Central 
and Southeast Asia, the Horn of Africa, and Southern Africa.  The DFA has an 
annual budget of SFr. 40 million and a pool of Swiss experts to implement this 
policy.  Ambassador for conflict management Josef Bucher is also available to the 
DFA for direct mediation in armed conflicts. His current priorities are Sudan and 
Somalia.   
With its strategy 2010 SDC takes into account the desire of partners for 
peacebuilding by reducing conflict causes and by poverty alleviation. SDC’s 
peacebuilding efforts have the following lines of action: support for local 
peacebuilding, reconstruction and integration, strengthening of the civil society and 
dialog between state and civil society, support for mediation processes, enhancing 
transparency in conflict situations. SDC is active in 27 countries and has 5 special 
programmes. SDC concentrates on Central Asia, the Indian subcontinent, West- and 
East-Africa and the Balkan. The new COPRET section supports the peacebuilding 
efforts of the operational units. 
 
PA IV supports peace process in the Congo  

Inner-Congolese dialog (DIC) is based on the Conférence Nationale Souveraine, 
CNS, (independent National Conference) of 1990-1994 that awakened great hope 
among the population. The dialog is conceived as a participatory process with rules 
determined by those taking part. A 20-24 August preliminary meeting involving 68 
participants in Gaborone decided that the dialog should begin on 15 October in 
Addis Ababa with 250-300 people.  The dialog will be carried out in five 
committees: policy and legal issues, economics and finance, social and cultural 
affairs, security and defense, and peace and reconciliation. 
 
DFA Political Affairs Division IV has earmarked SFr. 500,000 for the dialog in 
2002 and will also support the launch of Radio Hirondelle-Monuc, which considers 
imparting information on the dialog among its major tasks. 
Further information: jeannicolas.bitter@eda.admin.ch 
 
Seco and customs directorate actively oppose “blood diamonds” 

Various nations agreed in London during September to a frame treaty that serves as 
the basis for a worldwide certification system of uncut diamonds. The frame treaty 
will be refined at the next conference in Luanda at the end of October and should 
take effect at the beginning of 2002.  The Swiss State Secretariat for Economic 
Affairs (seco) as well as the Swiss General Directorate of Customs took part in 

mailto:sdm-fsm@www.ch
http://www.infomediation.ch/sdm-fsm.htm
mailto:jeannicolas.bitter@eda.admin.ch


KOFF Newsletter 05 - 4 - 30. September 2001 
 

negotiations. As an important hub in trade of uncut diamonds, Switzerland advocates 
a comprehensive certification system and has called for establishing an independent 
monitoring system. 
“Blood or conflict diamonds“ were given this designation because they are mined in 
regions that are controlled by opposition groups and are used to finance their 
military actions. Blood diamonds play an important role in African civil wars, e.g., 
in Angola, Liberia, or Sierra Leone. The NGO Global Witness estimates that blood 
diamonds valued at $500 million (US) were traded during the last year alone. 
 
After a first meeting in the South African Kimberley this year, further talks took 
place in connection with the “extended Kimberley Process“.  About 32 governments 
as well as the EU took part. The Kimberley Process is supported by various 
resolutions from UN agencies and seeks to prevent trade with diamonds if it finances 
military activities of opposition groups. 
Further information: www.oneworld.org/globalwitness/diamonds.htm, 
www.dfa.gov.za/events/kimberley.htm, sebastian.ramspeck@seco.admin.ch 
 
Launching the NCCR North-South 

The national “North-South” research priority “Mitigating Conflicts of Global 
Change” was launched officially in Spiez on 21 September. The occasion was part 
of a three-day conference that took place in Grindelwald involving 80 people from 
22 countries.  Seven partner institutes in Switzerland (among them the IUED in 
Geneva and the SPF in Berne) will host the “North-South” research priority. 
Research will take place in Southeast Asia, South Asia, Central Asia, East Asia, the 
Horn of Africa, West Africa, Central America, and South America.  Half of the 
funding comes from the Swiss National Science Foundation, the rest from the SDC.  
The first phase of research is spread over four years. 
Further information: ludi@swisspeace.unibe.ch 
The entire project description can be found at: www.cde.unibe.ch 
 
 
 

From the Center for Peace-Building  

COIEPA presents peace strategies for Angola 

A high-ranking delegation of the Ecumenical Coordinating Center for Peace in 
Angola (COIEPA) visited the KOFF on 7 September. The current political and 
military situations as well as peace issues were discussed during the dialog with 
representatives of Swiss government agencies and NGOs.  The DFA’s PA IV 
supports COIEPA financially and functions as the official platform for the churches 
on peace questions. The committee remains in contact with both warring sides. 
COIEPA has built up a peace network with various Angolan NGOs and civilian 
organizations. Zacarias Kamwenyo, the archbishop of Lubango, led the delegation. 
The visit served as an exchange of information and news coverage as well as to 
mobilize Western support for the peace process. 
Further information: koff@swisspeace.unibe.ch 
 
Tasks and responsibilities set for KOFF team 

More staff have joined the KOFF team and begun work. Job descriptions and 
responsibilities are being defined. 
 
Priority countries on which KOFF is focusing are identified by intersection between 
countries of the supporting NGOs and those of the Swiss Federal Department of 

http://www.oneworld.org/globalwitness/diamonds.htm
http://www.dfa.gov.za/events/kimberley.htm
mailto:sebastian.ramspeck@seco.admin.ch
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Foreign Affairs (DFA /PA IV and SDC). The geographic regions are handled as 
follows:  
 
- Central and South America, Central Asia: Mô Bleeker (senior program officer);  
- Southeast Asia: Miges Baumann (senior program officer);  
- Horn of and Southern Africa: Tobias Hagmann (researcher/program officer); 
-  Southeast Europe and Middle East: Natascha Zupan (researcher/ program officer). 
 
The following responsibilities have now been assigned: 
- KOFF management: Thania Paffenholz 
- Media relations and newsletter: Miges Baumann 
- Peacebuilding in connection with development cooperation: Natascha Zupan 
- Lessons learned as well as gender issues: Tobias Hagmann 
- Training: Mô Bleeker. 
 
Working Group for Peacebuilding  and International Cooperation 

The KOFF Working Group for Peacebuilding and International Cooperation will 
meet again on 22 November, 2001, from 2-4 p.m. Place and agenda have not yet 
been announced. 
Further information: koff@swisspeace.ch 
 
 
 

International  

Germany: FriEnt founded  

German governmental agencies and NGOs focusing on development policy and 
local peace work founded the Group for Peace Development (FriEnt) in Bonn on 31 
August and signed an agreement on its structure and working approach. FriEnt seeks 
to promote specialized and conceptual cooperation by government agencies and 
NGOs.  It should support the German contribution to peace promotion in 
development cooperation through service. 
 
FriEnt is supported by a coalition of the following institutions: 
- German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) 
- German Technical Cooperation (GTZ)  
- Evangelischer Entwicklungsdienst (EED) 
- Katholische Zentralstelle für Entwicklungshilfe /Bischöfliches Hilfswerk 

Misereor  
- Friedrich Ebert Foundation (for policy foundations) 
- Consortium of Civil Peace Service (ZFD) in cooperation with the secretariat of 

the Civil Peace Service at the German Development Service (DED) 
- National Platform for Conflict Resolution in cooperation with the Institute for 

Development and Peace of the Gerhard Mercator University, Duisburg. 
Further information: Adolf Kloke-Lesch (BMZ):  kloke@bmz.bund.de 
 
 
EU regulations on campaigns against antipersonnel mines 

The European Parliament and Council approved the EU regulation (EC 1724/2001) 
on campaigns against antipersonnel mines in developing countries on 23 July 2001. 
The regulation should strengthen EU anti-mining campaigns in line with 
international conditions that resulted from the Ottawa Agreement while intensifying 

mailto:kloke@bmz.bund.de
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and strengthening the coherency and effectiveness of these campaigns as an EU 
domestic-policy obligation. 
The regulation was published in the Official Journal of the European Communities 
on 1 September 2001. 
http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/oj/2001/l_23420010901en.html 
 
 
European peacebuilding NGOs gain further recognition  

The European Peacebuilding Liaison Office (EPLO) of the 20 most important 
European NGOs active in the peacebuilding area was founded in Brussels at the end 
of 2000 (see KOFF newsletter 01).  During its first year it could demonstrate a high 
rate of success: networking EPLO members progressed further, and the European 
institutions already see the EPLO as a competent contact on the topic of crisis 
prevention and conflict resolution. The EPLO approach has proved itself.  The 
EPLO functions as a liaison office and an information and distribution hub for its 
members (facilitator in English and French). Yet events and conferences were 
prepared and carried out jointly by member task forces. The Swiss Peace Foundation 
is an EPLO member. KOFF regularly provides information on important activities 
via newsletter (see also under Conference Reports). 
Further information: koff@swisspeace.ch 
 
 
 

Conference Reports 

World Conference against Racism and Swiss peace policy:  Two questions for 
Ambassador Peter Maurer 

Peter Maurer, you head Political Affairs Division IV of the DFA and attended the 
World Conference against Racism in Durban as deputy head of the Swiss 
delegation. How do you see the connection between the struggle against racism and 
Switzerland’s peace policy? 
 
Combating racism is one segment of foreign policy concerning human rights.  Hence 
Switzerland is concentrating particularly on victim groups and especially flagrant 
human-rights violations. Our strategy focuses on defending respect for human rights 
preventively and to offer a peace-policy contribution in this way. The Swiss 
delegation concentrated in Durban on respecting humanitarian aspects of 
international law and pointed to the new hazards that could arise through the 
Internet, where incitement to racist acts is relatively simple. 
 
Did the conference result in new recognition and measures in regard to Swiss peace 
policy? 
 
The topics dealt with were not new for peacebuilding.  Yet the conference sharpened 
our focus on the multiple causes and forms of conflict. The conference results are 
rather a type of checklist that we can also use in peace policy. 
 
I was struck by the fact that the North tends to approach the multiple forms of 
discrimination from a single concept and perhaps involves women, children, and 
minorities as victimized groups in the same way that it does discrimination based on 
skin color. The South tends to define racism traditionally. 
 
It seems important to me to recognize that all of us in the North have underestimated 
what history shows us about racism and have taken too little note how long 

http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/oj/2001/l_23420010901en.html
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afterward (e.g., after the colonial period) racism has also had psychological 
aftereffects. Especially the long debates on Middle East issues and reparation 
payments were crystallization points for mutual lack of understanding and 
misunderstanding. They show how important it is to have mutual insights on ”the 
amount of suffering“, in the apt words of UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Mary Robinson. 
 
 
EPLO conference on a coherent EU Africa policy 

The Conference ”Towards a Coherent EU Conflict Prevention Policy in Africa: 
Challenges for the Belgian Presidency“ took place on 17 September in Brussels.  
The European Peacebuilding Liaison Office (EPLO) organized the event. In addition 
to EU conflictprevention policy, the event focused upon the Cotonou Agreement that 
represents a comprehensive document on EU international cooperation with 77 
countries from Africa, the Caribbean, and the Pacific. The agreement’s Article 11 is 
devoted to the issue of peacebuilding and conflict prevention.  EU policy in West 
Africa, Central Africa, and the Horn of Africa was also examined in regional 
workshops. Divergences between EU policy and those of its member states were 
revealed on various occasions (e.g. arms export, conflict oil, etc.). At the end the 
participants formulated various recommendations that were relayed to the current 
EU president from Belgium. 
Further information: koff@swisspeace.unibe.ch , www.isis-europe.org 
 
 
Peace-building from the bottom up in the context of repression in Colombia 

This was the topic of a seminar organised by the Ethnology Institute in Berne on 
September 18, 2001. Marina Gartzia and Angela Stienen from the Institute treated 
the topics with theoretical articles. The subsequent debate concentrated on the 
contradiction among peace-building programs in the neo-liberal policy and 
globalization context.  Does the peacebuilding program demobilize civilian society 
more than it mobilizes it?  Do NGOs strengthen local groups’ authority in this 
process?  Or are they merely the well-meaning façade of a merciless neo-liberal 
policy?  Each of these theses was treated from different points of view and let 
participants draw their own conclusions. 
 
Olga Lucia Ramirez from “Vamos mujer“ and Yolanda Beccera from the grassroots 
group ”Organización Femenina Popular” (OFP) illustrated the gruesome dynamics 
of violence in Colombia and the role of women in this context. La Ruta Pacifia is a 
movement that coordinates numerous organizations and their anti-war activities. 
“We cannot work for peace“, Beccera insisted, “because it is impossible to build 
peace in the midst of war.  But we resist war.“ 
 
“Women dream of a Colombia that includes, and not a country that excludes,” 
Ramirez declared.  “Our work reflects these values.“ La Ruta Pacifica, for instance, 
works on an education program that should let women identify violence as well as 
those who subjugate them and situate them in the war context in order to mount 
resistance later. “This sets the logic of war against the logic of life.“ 
Further information: angela.stienen@ethno.unibe.ch, roggo@hekseper.ch 
 

mailto:angela.stienen@ethno.unibe.ch
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KOFF Newsletter 05 - 8 - 30. September 2001 
 

Upcoming Events 

Ethnic Conflicts and their Solution: Models and Experiences  
Burg Schlaining, Austria, 4-7 October 2001 
European Research Forum on International Migration and Ethnic Relations 
Further information: http://userpage.fu-berlin.de/~migratio/eurofor/e01_01.htm#35 

Those who want peace prepare for peace 
Berlin, Friday, 12 October 2001  
Alliance 90/The Greens in the Bundestag  
Further information: http://www.nachtwei.de 
 

East Asia – New security-policy challenge 
Berne, Hotel Bern, 20 October 2001  
Colloquium on security policy and the news media 
Further information: www.vbs.admin.ch/internet/e/vbs/PUB/SIPOL/index.htm 
 

Mediation in intercultural conflicts – Opportunities and limitations 
Berne, 26 October 2001 
Meeting 2001 of the Gertrud Kunz Foundation; 
Further information: Gertrud Kunz Foundation, 3001 Berne, Tel./Fax 031 376 13 48 
 

Promoting nonviolence and protecting human rights 
Konstanz (D) und Romanshorn (CH), 26–27 October 2001 
The role of civilian third-party initiatives in conflict areas 
Peace Brigades International 20th anniversary conference; 
Further information: www.peacebrigades.org 
 

Peace – the Future of Africa 
Basel, 27 October 2001 
Mission 21 
Further information: Tel. 061 260 21 21, info@mission-21.org 
 

UN Open House Days  
Geneva, 27-28 October 2001 
Further information: http://UNDAY2001.org 
 

Crises and wars in the Caucasus: Means of resolving civil conflicts through 
national and international NGOs  
Evangelische (Protestant) Iserlohn Academy, 2-4 November 2001 
Further information: u.trittmann@kircheundgesellschaft.de 
 

Re heavy fatalities on both sides  
Or: How war research gets to the point 
Evangelische (Lutheran) Academy, Loccum, 2-4 November 2001 
Further information: http://www.loccum.de/program/program.html 
 

http://userpage.fu-berlin.de/~migratio/eurofor/e01_01.htm
http://www.vbs.admin.ch/internet/e/vbs/PUB/SIPOL/index.htm
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Training and Continuing Education 

Online certificate course in Conflict Resolution 
The Network University in cooperation with the Centre for Conflict Resolution, 
Department of Peace Studies, Bradford University, Yorkshire, is organizing its 10th 
four-week online certificate course in conflict resolution from 19 November to 4 
December 2001. Other courses are planned for 2002. The course is designed for 
professionals that work in conflict areas and students with a special interest in the 
topic. 
For more information, contact Lambrecht Wessels at tcc@netuni.uva.nl or: 
www.netuni.nl/demos/tcc/ 
 

Responding to Conflict Courses in 2002 
Working with Conflict, 22nd April - 28th June 2002 
A ten week residential course for practitioners working in areas affected or  
threatened by conflict. This course is led by an international team of tutors and 
practitioners and provides a thorough, practical grounding in conflict transformation. 
 
Strengthening Policy and Practise, 15th - 20th July 2002 
A one week residential course concerned primarily with policy formation and 
implementation in conflict-affected areas. It is intended for staff of local and 
international agencies with responsibility for strategic development and programme 
planning. 
Further informations: enquiries@respond.org , www.respond.org 
 
 
 

Current Publications 

Mader, Eberwein, and Vogt:  Zivile Konfliktbearbeitung – Eine internationale 
Herausforderung; Agenda Verlag, Münster, 2001. ISBN 3-89688-111-6 
The Austrian Center for Studies in Peace and Conflict Resolution (ÖSFK) has 
published a collection of articles on civil conflict management as volume 8 in its 
“Studies for European Peace Policy” series.  Beside an introduction, the articles by 
well-known peace researchers cover various areas of conflict management:  bases, 
preparation, fields of endeavor, and players.  The challenge consists, according to 
the coordinator Arno Truger, in preventing conflicts escalating into violence or 
helping transform the violence to a reduced level.  Four developments have led to 
recognition of civil conflict management:  recognition of non-military causes of war, 
the rise in inner-state conflicts, the worldwide upsurge in economic, political, 
ecological, and military interdependence, as well as increasing recognition that 
military intervention in conflicts often proves inappropriate.  By intervening early, 
civilian conflict management should be in a position to prevent violent escalation 
and to guarantee that long-term damage does not occur because of short-term and 
shortsighted measures. 
 

Special Codep Newsletter concerning 11 September 
The Conflict, Development, and Peace Network (Codep) has issued a special email 
newsletter with numerous links to “alternative viewpoints” on the tragic events in 
New York und Washington of 11 September. 
http://www.codep.org.uk/newsletters/special.htm 

mailto:tcc@netuni.uva.nl
http://www.netuni.nl/demos/tcc/
http://www.codep.org.uk/newsletters/special.htm
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Job Tips 

Cfd Women’s Center for Peace Work 
“Christian Peace Service (cfd), a feminist peace organization in Switzerl
supporting and launching empowerment projects for women. The cfd Wome
Center for Peace Work seeks a staff member for ”basic work in feminist pe
policy (50-70%) Beginning by 1 February 2002 or by arrangement.“ 
Further information: Women’s Center for Peace Work, www.cfd-ch.org/fri
(German only) 
 

Peace expertise for world peace service 
The World Peace Service in Berlin seeks a peace expert in connection with the C
Peace Service (ZFD) to support staff in the human-rights organization Zimbab
Civic Education Trust (Zimcet). 
Further information: World Peace Service: www.wfd.de 
 
 

Web Tip  

International Relations and Security Network (ISN) 
The major task of the International Relations and Security Network (I
(www.isn.ch) is to promote cooperation and dialog between players in internatio
security policy. The ISN provides a tool for this in the form of a comprehen
information and research platform. The Swiss government supports the ISN
cooperation with Partnership for Peace (PfP).  It is operated by the ETH in Zurich
 
The site is divided into four columns: ”Information Services“ provides cur
information on the security-policy situation (“Security Watch“, with Reuters serv
as a source). Its complete-text search engine focuses on websites in the secur
policy sector.  It features a large and well-structured links array and a confere
databank with search capability. The ”Research and Publications“ column 
retrieve numerous reports and publications from various projects, e.g., the 
Documentation Center or the Center for Security Policy and Conflict Analysis. N
publications are also presented, each with a summary, at times with complete t
The ”e-Learning“ column introduces the ISN curricula und links to par
organizations in this area. ISN services for PfP, e.g., courses on modern informa
technology and the International Security Forum (ISF), are listed in 
”Conferences and Seminars“ column. Documents on conferences, workshops
seminars can also be viewed in this column and the one for “Research 
Publications”. Moreover, information on all ISN site partner organizations can
retrieved, and subscriptions can be ordered for a newsletter, ”Security Watch“. 
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