
KOFF    

Newsletter 06  2 November 2001 
 
 
 

Contents 

Latest News from Swiss NGOs 
 NGO peace program launched for Colombia 

News from Swiss government offices 
 Integrated peacebuilding program for Mozambique 
 Dialog between Iranian and Swiss Citizens 

International 
 Promoting peace in Great Britain 
 Building up early-warning capacities in the Horn of Africa 
 EU support for Inter-Congolese Dialogue 
 John Galtung on peace journalism 
 EC funds NGO projects on Human Rights, Democracy  and Conflict 

Prevention 
Conference reports 

 “Western foreign policy towards Angola in the new millennium“ 
 “Create room for peace“ 
 International Conference on Lessons Learned in Peacebuilding 

Upcoming events 
Continuing education and training 
Current publications 
Job tip 
The web tip 
 
 

Latest News from Swiss NGOs 

NGO peace program launched for Colombia 

The DFA approved funding for the NGO Programma Suiza para la Promocíon de la 
Paz en Colombia (SUIPPCOL) at the end of October. It aims to add great strength to 
the role of independent, civilian organizations and movements in the Colombian 
peace effort. SUIPPCOL consists for the time being of two subprograms. On one 
hand it wants to lend strong promotional support to the women’s peace program in 
Colombia; on the other, it has created a fund to support new grassroots initiatives, 
campaigns, and alliances for peace. 
 
Spread over three years, the pilot program especially seeks to gather experiences 
explaining how peace efforts at the diplomatic level (track 1) and long-term, indirect 
peace-promoting development cooperation of relief agencies can be supplemented 
most effectively.  The annual budget amounts to about SFr. 1 million.  SUIPPCOL 
will be supported by various relief agencies and development-policy organizations.  
They are coordinated by the Swiss Coalition of Development Organizations [Bread 
for All, Caritas Switzerland, Helvetas, Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund, and Swissaid]. 
Peter Stirnimann, former member of the Switzerland-Colombia Working Group 
staff, is responsible for coordinating the program. 
Further information: suippcol@swisscoalition.ch 

Center for Peacebuilding 
Swiss Peace Foundation 
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News from Swiss government offices 

Integrated peacebuilding program for Mozambique 

The DFA political division (PA IV) is extending its operational activities in 
Mozambique in cooperation with the SDC and SECO into an integrated peace 
promotion program for the 2002-2006 period.  Besides its previous activities in the 
de-mining (“mine action”) sphere, the following topics will be PA IV focal points: 
Support of constitutional reform in the sense of improved power-sharing between 
the various parties as well as between the central government and regions; revisions 
to the voting law and help for the 2003 local and 2004 national elections 
respectively; financing the local peace movement through a fund to organize public 
debates on proposed constitutional changes; the PA IV’s commitment is thus linked 
to the existing Swiss engagement in Mozambique, e.g., the comprehensive SDC 
decentralization program to strengthen communities. In this way Mozambique can 
be viewed as a model case for coordinating Swiss peace research at the national 
level. Fine-tuning and combining various parts of the total Swiss program aims at 
more effective peace promotion. 
Further information: anne.gloor@eda.admin.ch 
 
Dialog between Iranian and Swiss Citizens 

After the visit of a Swiss delegation to Iran in September, an Iranian group of 10 
university lecturers and researchers as well as a member of the national parliament 
came to Switzerland in early October. The Iranian delegation met with university 
professors, students, members of parliament, professionals, and women active in 
government and nongovernmental organizations. 
 
Based on an initiative by Iranian President Mohammad Khatami, the United Nations 
declared 2001 the Year of Dialog among Civilizations. In response to this, the 
Iranian and Swiss governments have initiated a dialog between Iranian and Swiss 
citizens on women’s issues. 
Further information: daniela.stoffel-fatzer@eda.admin.ch 
 
 
 

International  

Promoting peace in Great Britain 

At the government level, the Conflict and Humanitarian Affairs Department 
(CHAD) within the Department for International Development (DFID) assumes 
overall responsibility for development-cooperation and conflict-prevention policy.  
Beside general development goals such as reducing poverty, the DFID concentrates 
on preventing arms conflicts in developing countries in cooperation with other 
governmental and nongovernmental players. Since this April there has been a 
conflict-prevention budget administered jointly by the foreign, development, and 
defense ministries.  It especially benefits Africa south of the Sahara.  Creating a joint 
line-budget item – one also financing certain existing military peacekeeping 
operations – amounts to about £360 million (2001-2004).  It addresses the need to 
integrate interdepartmental conflict-prevention programs administratively between 
DFID, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO), and the Ministry of Defense 
(MOD). 
 
Further information: www.dfid.gov.uk, www.fco.gov.uk, www.mod.uk, 
www.dfid.gov.uk/public/what/pdf/conflict.pdf 
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A great number of NGOs are directly or indirectly involved in peace building and 
conflict prevention at the project and research levels.  In a narrow sense, one finds 
”peace specialist“ organizations such as Saferworld with priorities of strengthening 
the EU conflict-prevention role, reforming the security sector in developing 
countries and developing conflict-sensitive development-cooperation projects.   
International Alert (IA), concentrates primarily on lobbying, advocacy, and training.   
 
There is also the Forum on Early Warning and Early Response (FEWER) network 
comprising 26 organizations and development institutions. One of the most 
important nongovernmental platforms in the interface between development 
cooperation and conflict management is the Conflict, Development and Peace 
Network (CODEP), which functions as a multidisciplinary forum for scholars as 
well as organizations active in development cooperation. CODEP promotes 
exchange of information between its member organizations and “Best Practice“ in 
the peacebuilding sector.  It also publishes an electronic newsletter and maintains a 
comprehensive online databank with information on organizations working in this 
area.   
 
Other NGOs are Responding to Conflict and Conciliation Resources, which acts 
primarily as a trainer and researcher, Peaceworkers UK, a pool for international 
peace workers, and the Institute for War and Peace Reporting.  Topical networks 
such as the International Action Network on Small Arms (IANSA) and the Coalition 
to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers complete the British “peace-building landscape”. 
 
Further information: www.saferworld.co.uk, www.international-alert.org, 
www.fewer.org, www.codep.org.uk, www.respond.org, www.c-r.org, 
www.peaceworkers.fsnet.co.uk, www.iwpr.net, www.iansa.org, www.child-soldiers.org 
 
Foremost among British peace-research institutes are the Richardson Institute at the 
University of Lancester and the Department of Peace Studies at the University of 
Bradford.  Both are among Europe’s oldest university peace-research centers.  
Beside research, they have also recently integrated other practical peace-building 
elements into their work (training, mediation, workshops in conflict regions, etc.).  
 
Other academic institutions in the sphere of peace and conflict research are 
INCORE, a joint project of the University of Ulster and the University of the United 
Nations, the University of Sussex (which offers postgraduate studies in war-and-
peace studies), the Conflict Analysis and Development Unit at the London School of 
Econimics, the Centre for the Study of Conflict at the University of Ulster, and the 
Centre for Development and Emergency Practice (CENDEP) at Oxford Brookes 
University.  The latter deals with practical humanitarian-aid tasks in complex 
emergency situations. 
 
Further information: www.brad.ac.uk/acad/peace, www.incore.ulst.ac.uk, 
www.lancs.ac.uk/users/richinst/riweb1.htm, http://cain.ulst.ac.uk/csc/, 
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/Units/IRPol/studentmacwps.html, 
http://www.lse.ac.uk/Depts/intrel/CADUnit.html, 
http://www.brookes.ac.uk/schools/arch/cendep/   
 
Building up early-warning capacities in the Horn of Africa 

Legal experts from seven countries at the Horn of Africa ended work 1-2 October on 
a protocol that will lead to founding the Conflict Early Warning and Response 
Mechanism (CEWARN). The protocol will be presented at the end of the year to 
government representatives of IGAD (Inter-Governmental Authority on 
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Development) for ratification by member states.  If the protocol is signed, it will 
become a first vital milestone in conflict-prevention efforts at the Horn of Africa.  
 
An international team of experts (Africa Peace Forum, the Center for Refugee 
Studies at York University, and the Swiss Peace Foundation) supported the IGAD 
secretariat with a project setting up CEWARN financed under the auspices of the 
GTZ and USAID. The reality of conflicts in the region explains why the team of 
experts had geared its efforts primarily to early warning and conflict management 
regarding border conflicts in grazing areas (animal theft). Hence trust could be built 
up among IGAD member states in a relatively nonpolitical area – trust serving to 
permit timely recognition of armed conflicts as well as cooperation. Previous results 
could be rated as successes.  Yet implementing CEWARN remains a challenge. 
Further information: schmeidl@swisspeace.unibe.ch 
 
EU support for Inter-Congolese Dialogue 

During his visit to Brussels in early September, the facilitator of the Inter-Congolese 
dialogue, Ketumile Masire, met EU Development Commissioner Poul Nielson. The 
Commission is supporting the inter-Congolese dialogue with Euro 1.9 million. It 
plans to remain in close contact with Congolese authorities throughout the process. 
Further information: schneider-eplo@tiscalinet.be 
 
John Galtung on peace journalism 

During a Vienna workshop in September Norwegian peace researcher John Galtung 
presented his concept of peace journalism as a contribution to conflict 
transformation. Peace journalism studies how conflicts arise and presents the 
positions and goals of all parties to conflicts, discussing conflict resolutions in the 
sense of a win-win solution. Galtung’s peace journalism concentrates on social and 
political structures and results of war – above all as seen by the losers of violent 
conflicts.  
Further information: www.transcend.org (”Peace Journalism“ column) 
 
EC funds NGO projects on Human Rights, Democracy  and Conflict Prevention 

The selection committee of the EU Commission on the Human Rights, Democracy  
and Conflict Prevention at the EuropeAid Co-operation Office has decided to fund 
91 out of 1400 applications it has received last January. The budgetline 2001 for 
non-profit making and non-governmental Organisations is Euro 38 millions. A 
second selection committee later this year will decide on Euro 20 million of next 
year’s budget to be used to finance some projects retained by the first committee. 
The commission will prepare a new call for proposals to be published in January or 
February 2002. The unit "Democracy and Human Rights" of the EuropeAid Co-
operation Office is preparing a website with practical information on projects as well 
as more ‘thematic’ issues. 
 
Further information: http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/projects/ddh_en.htm 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/news/20001221_en.htm 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/human_rights/news/ip_01_67.htm 
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Conference reports 

“Western foreign policy towards Angola in the new millennium“ 

The British-Angola Forum in London staged its annual conference 24-25 September 
on ”Western foreign policy towards Angola in the new millennium“. A look at the 
list of some 250 participants showed great interest on the part of the Angolan 
government as well as various multinational firms – in contrast to the obvious 
absence of various European foreign ministries (except for Britain and Switzerland).  
This impression was also confirmed by result of workshops on the second day in 
which the conference theme was addressed specifically and 12 countries were asked 
about the foreign-policy strategy on Angola.  Two specific conclusions could be 
drawn: 1) Most countries have no specifically formulated foreign policy on Angola; 
2) If such a policy exists conceptually, it is dominated in each case by national 
interests in Angolan oil. The numerous international NGOs present drew their own 
conclusion: that this current lack of strategic policy making must be offset with 
intensified cooperation, coordinated information, and advocacy. 
Further information: dittli@swisspeace.unibe.ch 
 
“Create room for peace“ 

To commemorate its 20th anniversary, the human-rights protection organization 
Peace Brigades International (PBI) staged a conference 26-27 October in Constance, 
Germany, and Romanshorn, Switzerland, drawing more than 200 people from 60 
countries.  During an opening panel discussion, various speakers presented views on 
human-rights protection and promotion of peace in civilian society. The event also 
acknowledged the PBI’s work, which devotes itself to violence-free protection of 
human rights and has thus helped to create space for peace.  Numerous workshops 
discussed “the role of civilian third-party initiatives in conflict areas“ and drafted 
guidelines to be observed in case of intervention by outside players.  The working 
groups’ results are accessible online to those interested. 
Further information (incl. conference report): www.peacebrigades.org/conference 
 
International Conference on Lessons Learned in Peacebuilding 

An international conference on “Lessons Learned” took place 24-26 October in 
Soesterberg, the Netherlands.  More than 200 practitioners and scholars from 
government agencies, NGOs, and research institutions from the entire world 
exchanged experiences on peacebuilding in general, development cooperation, and 
humanitarian aid.  Discussions within 18 working groups focused on methods of 
assessing “best practice” and “do no harm”, drawing lessons as well as experiences – 
e.g., with early warning or cooperation among NGOs and between governments and 
NGOs. 
 
The conference not only showed the importance of exchange among all players but 
also how far peacebuilding has advanced in professional and institutional terms 
during the past 10 years.  Yet the events of 11 September show clearly that reflection 
of global topics (such as the unjust world economic system or the underlying causes 
of terrorism and conflicts dating to the past) played a major background role.  Hence 
a future challenge for peacebuilding will be to advance professional standards 
further while reflecting on both old and new values at the same time. 
 
Switzerland was well represented numerically by the DFA, several NGOs, centers 
from Geneva, as well as the KOFF and FAST arms of the Swiss Peace Foundation. 
Further information: euconflict@euconflict.org,  koff@swisspeace.ch   
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Upcoming events 

Racism touches all of us. Don’t ignore it – act! 
8 November, Berne 
Meeting of Swiss Women’s Organizations 
Further information: www.frauenbund.ch 

Vigil for a just peace in Israel/Palestine 
9 November Berne 
12:30–1 p.m., in front of Heiliggeistkirche 

Peace Week 
Brussels, 9-17 November 
Pôle Bernheim Paix and Free City University, Brussels 
Further information: www.ulb.ac.be/paix/ 

Small weapons – major impact, 
Public hearing with small-weapons experts  
Berne, 10 November, 2-4:30 p.m.,  
Swiss Peace Council 
Further information: Tel. 01 242 93 21 

“Über die Grenzen hinweg – Globales Management seit den 70er Jahren“ 
("Border crossings - Global management since the 1970s") 
Berlin, 14-15 November,  
Federal Chancellor Willy Brandt Foundation, Friedrich-Ebert Foundation, Berlin 
(among other sites) 
Further information: www.willy-brandt.org 

"Krieg und Militär im Spielfilm" (War and the military in the movies)  
Potsdam, 11-25 November  
Workshop of the Military History Research Office 
Further information: http://akmilitaergeschichte.de/aktuell/tagungg/kriegfilm.html 

Zivile Friedensförderung (Civil Peace Pomotion) 
Bern, 22. November 2001, Hotel Kreuz, 19.00 
Panel organised by KOFF 
Pour plus d'infos: koff@swisspeace.ch 

“The New War” 
Geneva, 22 November 2001  
The Swiss Forum for International Affairs 
Further Information: fspi@bluewin.ch, 

”Abenteuer Frieden. Idee und Praxis friedensfördernder Freiwilligendienste im 
Ausland" (Adventurous peace:  The idea and practice of volunteer 
peacebuilding services abroad)  
Muenster, 24-25 November  
Franz Hitze Academy House 
Further information: www.franz-hitze-haus.de/  

Indian struggle against powerlessness 
Berne, 29 November, 6:15 p.m., University HS 42 
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Collegium Generale, 
Further information: www.solothurn.ch/cesci 

Effective crisis prevention – an unfulfilled promise (or simply eloquently 
phrased deception) 
29 November –1 December 2001, Berlin, 
Annual meeting of the Civil Conflict Management Platform 
Further information: sekretariat@konfliktbearbeitung.net 

International Human-Rights Observation 
Peace intervention in Mexico, Colombia, Indonesia, and East Timor; 
1 December 2001, Zurich 
Further information: www.peacebrigades.org oder www.dataway.ch/~corsam  
 
 
 

Continuing education and training 

Peacekeeping Operations 
A French-Canadian scientific site is dedicated to the field of peacekeeping 
operations. Four practical modules allow access to varied information on all aspects 
of peacekeeping. Created in November 1999, this site consists of more than 200 
pages of information as well as numerous links and biographical references. 
 
Further information: http://www.ulaval.ca/iqhei/maintienpaix/maintienpaix.html 
 
 
 

Current publications 

Handreichungen zu Methoden und Instrumenten in der Projektarbeit (Helping 
hands concerning methods and tools in project work) (GTZ, Berlin) 
The counseling plan (SV) for the sector of crisis prevention and conflict 
transformation of the German Society for Technical Cooperation (GTZ) as extended 
two ”Helping Hands“. The German-language assistance manual “Konfliktanalyse 
für die Projektplanung und -steuerung” is addressed to all those involved with 
selecting, preparing, and implementing development plans in potential conflict 
regions. It offers tips for gathering and assessing action-related information on 
conflict situations as well as on strategic planning of project activities to prevent, 
transform, and overcome violent conflicts.  
 
The second “helping hand“ involves monitoring the conflict-related impact of 
development plans.  It includes checking the content and operational aspects of a 
development plan regarding the relevance, risks, and actual effects of conflicts. 
Hence the “helping hand“ should guide the project team on how to improve its 
understanding of interlinks between projects and conflicts.  It should also prepare 
teams to adapt project work accordingly.   
 
Further information: The GTZ’s sector counseling plan on crisis prevention and 
crisis management, uwe.kievelitz@gtz.de 
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Job tip 

Analyst for Afghanistan/Pakistan (60-80%) 
The Swiss Peace Foundation invites applications for a research analyst for the early 
warning project FAST (Early Recognition of Tension and Fact Finding) specializing 
in Pakistan/Afghanistan. 
Further Information: www.swisspeace.ch. krummenacher@swisspeace.unibe.ch 
 

Project Coordinator Asia / Project Officer Southeast and East Asia 
The European Center for Conflict Prevention is an independent non-governmental 
organization based in Utrecht, the Netherlands. The Center has two vacancies for 
Asia experts to replace the present project staff of the project on “Searching for 
Peace in Asia and the Pacific”. Starting date: 1 January 2002.  
Further information: euconflict@euconflict.org, www.euconflict.org 
 

Senior position on crisis prevention and conflict transformation  
The German Society for Technical Cooperation (GTZ) is looking for a senior 
planning specialist in the area of  “development-oriented emergency aid“.  He or she 
would address the topics of crisis prevention, conflict transformation, and 
neighboring areas such as security sector reform, small arms problems, and 
demobilizing former combatants (key work: ISTA 42/01)  
Further information: Roland.Steurer@gtz.de, Tel.: (06196)79-1326  
 
 
 

The web tip 

The home page of the International Crisis Group – www.crisisweb.org – is a funded 
and up-to-date information source with country-specific analyses and background 
reports. As an independent scholarly institution focusing on field research, the ICG 
works in three conflict regions: ex-Yugoslavia, Asia (Burma/Myanmar, Cambodia, 
Central Asia, and Indonesia) and Africa (Algeria, Central Africa, Sierra Leone, and 
Zimbabwe). The Middle East region as well as Afghanistan and Pakistan have been 
newly admitted to the program this year. 
 
Besides ICG press briefings and news links, one also finds topical reports on the EU, 
HIV/AIDS, and terrorism (in reaction to the attacks in New York and Washington, 
DC. 
All publications can be downloaded as PDF documents. 
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