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News from the Center for Peacebuilding 

KOFF panel on civil peace service 

The KOFF panel for “Civil Peace Service as an Instrument of Peacebuilding” took 
place in Berne on 21 November. Thus, at the inspiration of its member organiza-
tions, the Center for Peacebuilding opened a series of events on current topics of 
peace policy as a platform for exchange between various Swiss players. 
The event’s central issue focused on different concepts for delegating staff to peace 
missions abroad. It thus linked task areas and staff requirements as well as past ex-
perience and future needs. Invited panelists included Thomas Gürber (DFA, PA IV), 
Adrian Marti (cinfo), Rudolf Metzler (DFA, PA IV), Barbara Müller (cfd), Jürgen 
Störk (Peace Brigades International), and Esther Schaufelberger (SDC, COPRET). 
It was clear on both the governmental and NGO player sides that multifaceted and 
longstanding experiences play a role in dispatching civilian staff and that the need 
for training programs as well as calls for potential use are growing intensively. 
Should one use short-term volunteers (e.g., CORSAM), dispatch professional spe-
cialists on OSCE missions (DFA, expert pool), or turn to people with special train-
ing in conflict management (e.g. PBI)? All fulfill specific tasks in case of peaceful 
transformation of conflicts and can be mutually complementary. Hence a coherent 
and cooperative plan as well as exchanges of experience are necessary – even in the 
area of continuing education and training. 
Further information: Natascha Zupan (zupan@swisspeace.unibe.ch) 
 
Second meeting of KOFF Working Group on peacebuilding and international 
cooperation 

The second session of the KOFF working group on peacebuilding and international 
cooperation met on 22 November. The meeting’s goal was to stimulate a first ex-
change on challenges and limitations to work in conflict regions among KOFF 
member organizations and to discuss options for further plans within the KOFF 
working group. 
The discussion on limitations and challenges to work - introduced by impromptu 
presentations from Ursula Keller (cfd), Jürgen Störk (PBI), and Markus Heiniger 
(Helvetas) – made clear that in addition to shared issues (e.g. partnership selection), 
topic-specific problems (e.g. indicator development for media) are of urgent impor-
tance. KOFF staff then offered a brief introduction on the definition and methods of 
impact assessment, “lessons learned”, as well as developing tools, and introduced 
the KOFF working group’s framework.  
The group decided to organize regular quarterly meetings at which not only open 
plenary discussions could occur but also working groups – maybe supplemented by 
experts – could meet as well. The immediate focus will be on developing tools. The 
minutes of the meeting, further documents, as well as an invitation to the next meet-
ing will be sent to all organizations present as well as all KOFF sponsors. 
 Further information: Natascha Zupan (zupan@swisspeace.unibe.ch) 
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KOFF Roundtable on Angola 

Representatives of the DFA, SECO, and non-governmental organizations met on 20 
November within the framework of another KOFF Angola roundtable on opportuni-
ties and difficulties of Western foreign policy and emergency aid in Angola. While 
the multilateral “Kimberley Process“ to certify uncut diamonds finds itself in the fi-
nal phase, its future impact on the war economy in Angola still remains unclear. As 
a reaction to the latest publication of the UN monitoring mechanism’s supplemen-
tary report on sanctions against UNITA, Switzerland in November froze the ac-
counts of the unofficial UNITA representative in Switzerland. Yet participants in the 
round of discussion agreed that international sanctions against UNITA totally under-
cut the dialog and peace process in Angola. They stressed the future importance of 
the Angolan government also discharging its own duties more in the sense of good 
governance and responsibility toward its own citizens. Moreover, besides official 
policy, the constructive contribution of NGOs as well as the churches and private 
sector is also especially desired. 
Further information: Tobias Hagmann (hagmann@swisspeace.unibe.ch) 
 
Sri Lanka Workshop 

A one-day KOFF workshop on peacebuilding in Sri Lanka took place on 1 Novem-
ber. The event focused on the role of the Sri Lankan Diaspora within the peace proc-
ess. According to analyses on the Diaspora in general and the role of the Sri Lankan 
Diaspora in various countries, the role of Sri Lankans living in Switzerland was dis-
cussed particularly. Those participating from the federal and cantonal administra-
tions, Swiss NGOs, church groups, and Sri Lanka experts determined at the end that 
the Sri Lankan Diaspora can only make a constructive contribution to peacebuilding 
in its country if it acquires enough knowledge and understanding about the current 
dynamics of the peace process in Sri Lanka. 
Further information: Thania Paffenholz (koff@swisspeace.ch) 
 
New KOFF Members 

The number of KOFF member organizations is growing considerably during recent 
months. The following organizations have become new members: CIMERA, Chris-
tian Peace Service (cfd), Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund, the Hirondelle Foundation, 
Forum for Peace Education, Women for Peace of Switzerland, Group for Switzer-
land without an Army (GSoA), International Association for Human Values, Quaker 
United Nations Office, Swiss Refugee Aid, Swiss Workers’ Relief Agency, Swiss 
League of Catholic Women, Swissaid, Baha’I, Terres des Hommes and War-torn 
Societies Project International. Thus KOFF now has 28 Swiss NGO sponsors. 
Further information: See complete list of members at end of the newsletter and on 
the homepage. 
 
KOFF annual conference 2002 

KOFF will carry out its annual conference on 28 February 2002. The invitation with 
specific program is still being mailed. But we are already asking you to note this 
date in advance 

News from Swiss NGOs 

Afghanistan – Civil Society Conference 

Parallel to the official UN Conference on Afghanistan at Bonn’s Petersberg, the 
Swiss Peace Foundation (SPF) organized and carried out a Civil Society Conference 
for Peace and Reconstruction. Its goal was to give Afghanistan’s civil-society and 



KOFF Newsletter 07 - 4 - 15. December 2001 
 

particularly women a voice in the peace process as well as to initiate a first step to-
ward reconstruction and confidence building at this level. The UN Secretary-
General’s special representative for Afghanistan, Lakhdar Brahimi, promoted the 
meeting. A total of 80 people from Afghanistan’s civil society attended this confer-
ence – two thirds originating from Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iran, and Dubai, the rest 
from the Afghan Diaspora in Europe and the USA. 
The conference, conceived jointly by the SPF and the Foundation for Science and 
Policy in Berlin, was financially supported by the Swiss (DFA) and Dutch foreign 
ministries as well as by American (Ford, Hewlett, Soros) and European (Böll) foun-
dations. 
Further information in this newsletter under “Conference Reports“ 
 
cfd-Women’s Center for Peace Work receives Zurich Equal-Opportunity Prize 

The cfd-Frauenstelle für Friedensarbeit (Women’s Center for Peace Work) received 
the city of Zurich’s Equal-Opportunity Prize on 13 November – a monetary award of 
SFr. 10,000. 
The cfd center was created in 1981 as a coordinating agency for various women’s 
groups involved in peace work. Besides theoretical analyses, the work of the 
women’s agency consists of active commitment in support of initiatives and refer-
enda as well as various events. 
A jubilee brochure ”20 Years of the cfd-Women’s Center for Peace Work“ will be 
financed with the prize money. It should also help support activities against the war 
in Afghanistan. 
Further information: http://www.cfd-ch.org/frieda 
 
CASIN deals with conflicts in Congo through training 

For about three years the Geneva-based Centre for Applied Studies in International 
Negotiations (CASIN) has conducted training seminars supported financially by the 
DFA in negotiating, conflict management, and governance in the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo. About 20 such training sessions have taken place to date. High-
ranking government figures, the political opposition, scholars, and civil society have 
participated. CASIN launched its training program in reaction to a survey by the 
Swiss Embassy in Kinshasa at the end of 1998. The CASIN training-program aims 
to monitor the peace process. Thus the inner-Congolese dialog receives top priority. 
A temporary breakdown of the assembly of delegates to the inner-Congolese dialog 
in Addis Ababa (October of this year) demonstrated the political volatility now pre-
vailing in the politically torn Congo. Pending future developments, CASIN will also 
continue its conflict and negotiating training in coming months. 
Further information: jff@casin.ch  
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Peace Watch Switzerland founded 

The Zurich-based association Peace Watch Switzerland (PWS) was founded a few 
weeks ago to specialize in volunteer efforts concerning peace and human rights. It 
takes over coordinating functions in dispatching volunteers, while CORSAM, the 
previous coordinating platform to dispatch volunteers from relief agencies and soli-
darity groups is being reorganized as a project. This restructuring has created the 
premise that past experiences can be considered in future projects. Additional de-
ployment projects should also be clarified and prepared. PWS runs a 40% secretariat 
with Kathrin Hugentobler as coordinator. 
 
New Consultations at ”Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue“  

The Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue in Geneva started its work in 1999 and has 
since developed two main areas of work: Humanitarian Mediation and Policy Con-
sultations on Humanitarian Dilemmas. 
Policy Consultation meetings are organized at the Centre on a regular basis. A con-
sultation on Minimum Conditions for Humanitarian Action was organized on De-
cember 6, 2001 with a special focus on the humanitarian situation in DPRK. The 
meeting brought together 30 people from various humanitarian organizations. 
On December 11, a similar debate brought together 20 humanitarian specialists to 
discuss the question of Humanitarian Neutrality in the light of the events in and 
around Afghanistan. Summary reports of both meetings will be available in January 
and can be ordered by e-mail from the Centre at chakoua@hdcentre.org.  
 
Peace Brigades International: PBI Switzerland moves 

The PBI offices in German- and French-speaking Switzerland will close in January 
2002 and move to a common office in Fribourg. This consolidation at one site will 
complete a multiyear integration process of the PBI’s formerly independent German- 
and French-language branches. The joint operation enables more simplified struc-
tures and consolidation of resources. 
New coordinates as of 7 January 2002: 
PBI Switzerland, Rte. des arsenaux 22, Postfach 245, 1705 Fribourg 
Tel. 026 422 25 90, pbich@bluewin.ch, http://www.peacebrigades.org 
 
Management Reshuffle at Media Aid Ex-Yugoslavia 

As of 1 November, Roland Brunner, business manager of Media Aid Ex-Yugoslavia, 
assumed the post of program manager for Southern Europe and coordinator of all 
partnership programs at the Pestalozzi Children’s Village Foundation. He will re-
main active in managing media aid. In order to do justice to the growing tasks, the 
NGO’s management will also hire a staff person. As of mid-November Liljana Jok-
ovic took over part of Brunner’s former responsibilities. 
Contacts: Roland Brunner (rbr@medienhilfe.ch) and  
Liljana Jokovic (ljo@medienhilfe.ch) 
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News from Swiss Government Agencies 

DFA calls for parties to the conflict in Afghanistan to observe human rights and 
international law 

The DFA on 15 November called on all parties controlling a major portion of the 
country to protect the civilian population from any abuse of international law and 
human rights in general. The Federal Council had publicly confirmed on 21 Septem-
ber that it “expected military strikes against terrorist targets to be kept in proportion 
and the civilian population to be considered above all. It should not lead to an esca-
lation of violence.“ To support these demands, a DFA representative carried out 
talks with the warring parties in Afghanistan during the Bonn UN peace talks. 
 
“Intra-Macedonian dialog“ in Interlaken 

The Interlaken dialog (22 – 24 October 2001) was one lap in a project spanning sev-
eral months that aimed at promoting intra-Macedonian dialog and had been initiated 
by the Swiss embassy and SDC coordination office in Skopje during May. The over-
riding goal is to improve interethnic dialog between the Macedonian-language ma-
jority and the Albanian-language minority in Macedonia. The project was developed 
in close cooperation with the SDC section on conflict prevention. Facilitators were 
Günther Baechler and Erika Schläppi. 
 
First course of the Swiss Expert Pool (SEP) ends successfully 

The first introductory course for members of the Swiss Expert Pool for Civilian 
Peacebuilding (SEP) took place in Lützelflüh and Bière from 28 October to 9 No-
vember. The Training Department of the Humanitarian Aid Division in the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) carried out the course. Training 
falls within the framework of efforts in Political Division IV (human security) of 
DFA to improve the quality of staff deployed for international peace missions. 
This first course counted 24 attendees, including five border guards and police offi-
cials made available by the Federal Office for Police and the Supreme Customs Di-
rectorate. A variety of topics comprised the program. These included conflict analy-
ses, tools for promoting peace, the role of international organizations and NGOs, 
human rights, rule of law, good governance, democratization, as well as negotiating 
and mediation techniques, intercultural communications, and stress management. 
The next course is planned for June 2002. 
Further information http://www.eda.admin.ch/sub_expool/g/home.html 
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SDC starts Peace and Conflict Impact Assessment (PCIA) 

The SDC will be carrying out about seven “Peace and Conflict Impact Assessments“ 
(PCIA) next year. The aim is to test this tool in view of assessing the impact of SDC 
programs. Selected countries or regions are: Ecuador, Macedonia, Great Lakes, An-
gola, Niger, and Central Asia (Fergana). Varying methods should be applied there 
(portfolio, sector, und project analyses as well as study of the transversal topic of 
water in a regional context) to create a basis for comparison. The tool applied in 
practice serves as a second step to mainstream crisis prevention for all SDC activi-
ties in the priority regions and crisis spots. In the intermediate term, the PCIA should 
become a solid element of planning, implementation, and evaluation as well as 
monitoring. Comprehensive PCIAs could also be carried out after agreement in 
countries where various federal offices (PA IV, SECO) carry out joint programs 
with the SDC. 
 
International networking in crisis prevention and conflict management 

The SDC is expanding international cooperation with centers for excellence and 
multilateral networks. Prime concerns at the moment are performance agreements 
with the Conflict Prevention and Resolution Team (CPRT) and it’s Peace Building 
Fund as well as the World Bank’s project Political Economy of Civil Wars. The 
SDC is also working actively within the Conflict, Peace, and Development Coopera-
tion network of the OECD’s DAC and helping to finance the working program to 
implement supplemental guidelines. Thus it assumes responsibility for the areas of 
crisis prevention and community peace building. Finally, it conducts intensive talks 
with Mary B. Anderson of the Collaborative for Development Action (CDA) on im-
plementing "do no harm” criteria in development and humanitarian practice. 
The cooperative goal is to transfer know-how but also to impart knowledge in the 
priority target regions on how to implement the jointly defined program with part-
ners more effectively. 

International  

EU consolidates civil and military crisis management 

As a further step toward effective European crisis management, the EU member 
states promised on 19 November to make about 5,000 police available by 2003 for 
international crisis deployment. They could be dispatched under the umbrella com-
mand of the OSCE, the UN, or the EU. Among the most vital tasks of the ”EU po-
lice force“ are training and advising local security forces as well as monitoring and 
other special assignments. Rapid readiness of police forces in conflict zones is a key 
element of EU foreign-policy capacity in the area of international conflict prevention 
and crisis management. At the same time the EU defense ministers approved the 
”European Capability Action Plan“ regarding operative expansion of the EU’s mili-
tary capacities. To enable fulfillment of peacekeeping as well as humanitarian mis-
sions within the “Petersberg Resolution“ framework, member states seek ability by 
2003 to mobilize up to 60,000 soldiers for international deployment within two 
months. Beside related issues of logistics and operations, political coordinating is-
sues in particular must still be clarified with NATO. According to an EU Commis-
sion proposal of 28 November, future funding of civilian EU crisis intervention acts 
should occur through a new and flexible financing tool that could also apply for ac-
tivities with the Common Foreign and Security Policy framework. 
 
EU strategy for the Balkans 

The European Commission approved a strategy document at the end of October to 
promote regional cooperation in the Balkans. The priorities include strengthening in-
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stitutions and administrations, improving democracy (protecting minorities and 
refugees, participation in civil society, news media), economic and social develop-
ment as well as training and building both an infrastructure and the private sector. 
The document provides details on implementing CARDS aid programs that run from 
2002 to 2006. The budget amounts to € 4.65 billion. 
Some 10% of CARDS are earmarked to promote regional cooperation. This includes 
protecting minorities and promoting civilian society priorities, for which €12 million 
have been authorized. 
Further information:  
http://europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/see/docs/cards/sp02_06.pdf 
 
Women and police work in Latin America 

The Center for Research on Latin America and the Caribbean (CERLAC) at York 
University in Toronto has begun a three-year research project on women and police 
work in Latin America. 
The project studies police special units that combat violence against women. The 
project wants to study the contribution of police units in the exercise of citizen rights 
among women as well as the issue of ”good governance“ through the link between 
police and the women’s movement. The aim is to carry out a comprehensive com-
parative analysis and evaluation of the special units. 
Further information: Nadine Jubb, CERLAC: nadinej@ibw.com.ni 
 
”Conflict Prevention and Peace Forum“ for the UN 

The Conflict Prevention and Peace Forum (CPPF), which is based at the Social Sci-
ence Research Council in New York, was founded in October 2000 to strengthen the 
UN system’s capacity in the areas of conflict prevention and peacebuilding. CPPF 
organizes exchanges between representatives of civil society, scholars, practitioners, 
and UN staff. It also publishes studies and arranges for expert input. Priority regions 
are Asia (Afghanistan, Nepal, Indonesia), Central Asia (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan), the Balkans (Macedonia, organized crime), and Latin 
America (Colombia, Ecuador, and Venezuela). 
Further information: piyaka@ssrc.org or http://www.ssrc.org/programs 
 
“Do-no-harm” mainstreaming in Germany 

The first phase of the “do-no-harm“ mainstreaming process began during October in 
Germany with six non-governmental organizations. The project, which occurred in 
cooperation with the Collaborative for Development Action and is funded in part by 
the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development, plans to 
train staff in “do-no-harm” and “local capacities-for-peace” approaches and tech-
niques. Its goal is to institutionalize approaches by training staff to become trainers 
and changing project-planning and decision-making processes, as well as handing 
them on to local partners for implementation. A second phase in February will ex-
pand the circle of organizations participating in the process.  
Further information: http://www.ded.de 
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Conference Reports 

Conference of Afghan Civil Society presses for a part in the peace process 

The Afghan Civil Society Conference for Peace and Reconstruction in Afghanistan 
met in Bonn from 29 November to 2 December and compiled a comprehensive list 
of recommendations. This list has been presented to the special representative of the 
UN Secretary-General for Afghanistan, Lakdar Brahimi. In it the civil society con-
ference participants supported, for example, UN security troops, an immediate 
agreement on disarming combatants, as well as setting up a nationally and interna-
tionally recognized transitional government instead of one representing only the 
various armed groups. Initial recommendations for a constitution, a transitional ad-
ministration, a new education system, and comprehensive equal rights for women in 
Afghan society were also presented.  
Delegations at the civil-society conference also met representatives of the UN con-
ference political groups at Petersberg in Bonn. Representatives of the German 
Bundestag and the Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development, 
Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul, also appeared for an exchange of views with the Af-
ghan civil society in Bad Honnef. 
Already during the conference it was agreed to take further steps in order to include 
the concerns of civil society in the Afghan peace and reconstruction process. 
Further information and recommendations at http://www.swisspeace.ch as well as at 
afghanistan@swisspeace.ch 
 
Palestine Conference on IVth Geneva Convention 

A conference of signatory states to the IVth Geneva Convention on applying interna-
tional humanitarian law in occupied Palestinian territories areas including East Jeru-
salem took place on 5 December in Geneva. Chaired by Peter Maurer, head of 
FDA’s political division IV, 114 member states and eight other observers took part. 
They heard various representatives of humanitarian organizations. 
The conference passed a declaration that the IVth Geneva Convention is applicable to 
occupied Palestinian territories including East Jerusalem. It thus reinforced the con-
vention’s goal of protecting the civilian population by generally applicable regula-
tions until the end of hostilities and occupation. The declaration also encourages re-
sumption of negotiations on a just and lasting peace. 
Further information: http://www.eda.admin.ch 
 
Small arms hearing at Swiss Peace Council 

A hearing of Swiss experts on current problems involving small arms and entitled 
“Small arms – major impact” took place in Berne on 10 November. DFA staff mem-
ber Dr. Stefano Toscano explained the status of international efforts at the New York 
UN conference. Tobias Gasser provided information on the campaign against anti-
personnel mines. Catherine Weber gave a briefing on introducing Mannstoppmuni-
tion, the women’s union on experience with domestic weapon threats, and Toni Ber-
net on open issues involving revision of gun laws. In view of the many aspects, the 
Swiss Peace Council wants to emphasize the topic in the future. Besides a clearly 
defined arms law, it concerns, e.g., contact with a threat of a “flood of arms” through 
a surplus of assault weapons in connection with the new concept Army XXI. 
Further information: friedensrat@dplanet.ch 
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Annual meeting of German Civil Conflict Management Platform 

The annual meeting of the German Civil Conflict Management Platform took place 
in Berlin from 29 November to 1 December on the topic of ”Effective crisis repre-
sentation: An unfulfilled promise or simply playing with labels?“. More than 80 rep-
resentatives of NGOs, international organizations, scholars, and politicians discussed 
past measures in the crisis prevention sector, its challenges and limitations. The re-
gional focus was Central Asia in this case. Annual meeting documentation may soon 
be obtained on the platform’s homepage.  
Further information: http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net 
 
Promoting nonviolence and protecting human rights. The role of civilian third 
party initiatives in conflict areas 

Our last newsletter reported on the PBI conference commemorating its 20th year of 
activity on 26-27 October in Constance, Germany, and Romanshorn (Switzerland). 
The conference documentation will be available from mid-December at: 
http://www.peacebrigades.org/conference. You will also find the discussion forum 
here. 

Upcoming Events 

Vigil against the war in Afghanistan 

Every Thursday at 6-8 p.m., Heiliggeistkirche, Berne  
Frauen für den Frieden (Women for Peace) 
Further information: Susanne Andrea Birke: birke_s@yahoo.de 
 
UN – Is it worth the cost? 

Panel discussion with Federal Councilor Joseph Deiss, Anita Fetz, Ulrich Siegrist, 
Peter Niggli, and Prof. Hanspeter Neuhold 
19 December, 6:30 p.m., Aula, University of Zurich 
 
Series of events ”Switzerland and the UN“: Geneva and the UN conference, 
Ambassador François Nordmann 

10 January 2002, 6:30, Käfigturm, Berne 
Further information: http://www.kaefigturm.admin.ch 
 
Information morning on specialist volunteerism 

11 January 2002, Lucerne 
Further information and registration: http://www.interteam.ch and 
http://www.bethlehem-mission.ch 
 
On Terror and Terrorizing the Culture of Respect 

Dialog between Tovia Ben-Chorin, rabbi from Zurich, and Viola  
Raheb, theologian, Bethlehem;  
15 January 2002, 7:30 p.m., Romerohaus, Lucerne 
Further information: http://www.romerohaus.ch 
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UN – We are close to it 

Information evening on Swiss entry into the UN 
with Rudolf Friedrich, J.D., former member of Federal Council - Andreas Gross, po-
litical scientist and member of National Council - Krystyna Marty, staff member of 
DFA’s UN section - Moderator: Pia Hollenstein, member of National Council 
15 January 2002, 8 p.m., Altes Stadthaus (Marktgasse 53) Winterthur 
Further information: Women for Peace: http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch 
 
HEKS Eastern Europe Day 

19 January 2002, 9:30 a. – 5 p.m., Bürenpark Center, Berne 
HEKS 
Further information: Ruth Schuurman: schuurman@hekseper.ch or 
http://www.heks.ch 
 
Religious fundamentalism and political conflicts 

21 – 25 January 2002, Evangelische Sozialakademie, Friedewald 
Further information:  
http://www.ekd.de/akademien/sozial.html, ev.sozialakademie@t-online.de 
 
Humanitarian aid should not be politicized! – Switzerland needs the UN 

Address by Ambassador Walter Fust, director of the Swiss Agency for Development 
and Cooperation (SDC). 
23 January 2002, 6:30 p.m., Käfigturm, Berne 
Further information: http://www.kaefigturm.admin.ch 

 
Should Switzerland enter the UN? 

Panel discussion with Councilor of State Christine Beerli, FDP, and National Coun-
cilor Hansruedi Wandfluh, SVP.  
24 January 2002, 6:30 p.m., Käfigturm, Berne 
Further information: http://www.kaefigturm.admin.ch 
 
State of Peace 

31 January – 3 February 2002, Stadtschlaining, Austria 
Austrian Study Center for Peace and Conflict Transformation 
Further information: http://www.aspr.ac.at 
 
Preview of COPRET annual program, 2002 

19 February 2002, 2 – 4:30 p.m., SDC in Ausserholligen (Berne), room 2023, 
COPRET 
 
AFK Colloquium: ”Does Europe make peace?“ 

22 – 24 February 2002, Evangelische Akademie, Iserlohn, Germany 
Working Collective for Peace and Conflict Research 
Further information: afk@fernuni-hagen.de 
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The peace ethic – military and civilian commitment – coexistence free of vio-
lence or an illusion? 

15 – 17 February 2002, Evangelische Akademie, Meißen, Germany 
Further information:  
http://www.ev-akademie-meissen.de, klosterhof@ev-akademie-meissen.de 

Training 

Mission preparation training on democratization and political affairs (OSCE) 

12 -25 May, 26 May – 8 June 2002 
Registration deadline: 1 March 2002 
Austrian Study Center for Peace and Conflict Transformation 
Further information: mpt@aspr.ac.at or: http://www.aspr.ac.at/mpt/mpt.htm 
 
European Masters in Mediation  

January – December 2002, IUKB-Sion, Switzerland  
Institute Universitaire Kurt Bösch  
Further information: mediation@iukb.ch or: http://www.iukb.ch 
 
Community Responses to Corruption 

6 -11 January 2002 
Somarka Conference Centre, Norway 
Centre for Conflict Management and Peacebuilding, Norway 
Further information: ccm@ccm.no or http://www.ccm.no 
 
Continental Conflict Transformation Course 

4 February – 8 March 2002 
Johannesburg, South Africa 
Coalition for Peace in Africa (COPA) 
Further information:  
Michael E. Muragu, COPA: copa@barclays.africaonline.com  
or Genni Blunden, Transformation Education Africa: genni@sn.apc.org 
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Current Publications 

Patronage or Partnership: Local Capacity Building in Humanitarian Crises 

Published by Ian Smillie, June 2001 
When carrying out emergency aid projects, organizers often neglect to build up local 
capacities and long-term know-how. Relations between international relief organiza-
tions and the suffering civilian population are thus often reduced to minimum stan-
dard. The book focuses on raising a difficult question: How humanitarian aid can 
perform a contribution to promoting local capacities beside its intended and time-
restricted intervention role in emergency situations? Based on a series of case studies 
from Mozambique, Bosnia, Sierra Leone, Haiti, and Guatemala, the book discusses 
the potential and limitations of ”capacity building“ in emergency aid. It also contains 
the most vital results of research from the international “Humanitarianism and War 
Project“ based at the USA’s Tufts University near Boston. 
Further information: 
http://www.kpbooks.com/details.asp?title=Patronage+or+Partnership 
ISBN 1-56549-129-7 US$18.15 (paperback) 
ISBN 1-56549-130-0 US$42.00 (hardcover) 
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1565491297/ 

Job Tips 

Research Fellow 

The Conflict Research Unit of the Netherlands Institute of International Relations 
'Clingendael' is looking for a senior conflict researcher for an initial period of 12 
months. For more information, see the job profile. Begins 5 January 2002 
Further information: Prof. G.E. Frerks, Ph.D., Netherlands Institute of International 
Relations 'Clingendael', http://www.clingendael.nl, gfrerks@clingendael.nl 
 
Peace expertise for world peace service 

The World Peace Service in Berlin seeks a peace expert in connection with the Civil 
Peace Service (ZFD) to support staff in the human-rights organization Zimbabwe 
Civic Education Trust (Zimcet). 
Further information: World Peace Service, http://www.wfd.de 
 
 
Please find further job tips on our website. 
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Web Tip 

The homepage of the Geneva-based Sphere Project – http://www.sphereproject.org - 
contains an abundance of practice-oriented information and guidelines for humani-
tarian work in crisis regions. The Sphere Project’s most important goal is develop-
ment and implementation of a humanitarian charter, which was initiated in 1997 by 
international organizations such as CARE, Oxfam, and the ICRC. It also seeks to set 
minimum standards for emergency aid in crisis areas. The ”Sphere Handbook“ 
summarizes these technical and ethical standards with detailed indicators and criteria 
for sectors such as food aid, rebuilding emergency housing, and health care. Other 
interesting evaluations, experience reports, and training instructions beside the 
handbook can be downloaded from the Sphere website. 
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