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News from the Center for Peacebuilding  

Peacebuilding after war 

About 100 participants took part in the first KOFF Annual Conference on “Peace-
building after war” in Berne on 28 February. Representatives of numerous nongov-
ernmental organizations (NGOs), the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
(DFA), the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), and the State Se-
cretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO) discussed urgent tasks that face Swiss institu-
tions active in peacebuilding in the postwar era.  
 
Further information under “Conference Reports“ in this newsletter. 
 

First KOFF roundtable on Sudan 

After a long preparatory phase the first KOFF roundtable on Sudan took place on 1 
February with about a dozen representatives from the administration and relief 
agencies taking part. The meeting between various Swiss “Sudan actors” provided 
an occasion for the first exchange and joint reflections on the contribution of outside 
governmental and NGO actors on peace in Sudan. The Horn of Africa expert Wolf-
gang Heinrich from the German Protestant Development Service (EED) presented a 
succinct und stringent conflict analysis is, an overview on existing peace initiatives 
as well as important premises for a comprehensive future peace process.  The next 
discussion round on Sudan will take place in three months. 
 
Further information: hagmann@swisspeace.unibe.ch 
 

KOFF NGO sponsors 27 February gathering 

The first KOFF NGO sponsors meeting attended by 19 representatives of Swiss NGOs 
took place in Berne on 27 February. Apart from a review of KOFF’s activities during 
the past year and a brief reporting on behalf of the Steering Committee, the meeting 
focused on needs and expectations formulated by the NGO representatives towards 
KOFF’s work. Geert van Dok, one of three NGO members of the KOFF Steering 
Committee presented a series of criteria applicable for future elections of KOFF NGO 
sponsors representatives to the Steering Committee; it was decided that the three 
NGO seats in the Steering Committee should be divided between a small, a big as 
well as a peace NGO in order to balance interests and representation of the KOFF 
NGO sponsors. 
 
A more detailed report of the KOFF NGO sponsors gathering will be published in the 
next edition of this newsletter. 
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News from Swiss NGOs  

Pestalozzi Children’s Village Foundation: Youth bridge in peacebuilding  

The Pestalozzi Children’s Village Foundation supports peaceful coexistence and dia-
logue between children and young people from different cultural backgrounds 
through education and exchange programmes. In cooperation with Swiss schools, 
40 young people from the Youth Center of Gornji Vakuf/Uskoplje and 20 young 
Swiss people will meet for a week this summer in the Pestalozzi Children’s Village in 
Trogen and discuss the topic of intercultural co-existence without violence. The war 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina has left a divided country behind it. Hence the central Bos-
nian city of Gornji Vakuf/Uskoplje is split into Muslim and Croatian halves. Children 
and young people attend different schools with differing school systems. Thus there 
are hardly any institutions in which they can meet to bridge these barriers. The youth 
center of Gornji Vakuf/Uskoplje is the only location where joint activities instead of 
divisions take center stage. Here many young people can enter an interethnic dialog 
and learn methods of conflict resolution without violence.   
 
Further information: www.pestalozzi.ch  
 

Meeting of the Info Circle of the Former Yugoslavia 

The Info Circle of the former Yugoslavia, initiated by Swiss NGOs in 1993, held its 
first 2002 meeting in February. The discussion focused on the organizational form of 
the Info Circle, its content alignment, and its expansion to all of Southeast Europe. 
The Info Circle is open to all interested governmental actors and NGOs in the region 
and offers space for networking and targeted exchange on developments in the re-
gion’s countries. In accord with the sponsors present, the Center for Peacebuilding 
(KOFF) was entrusted with coordinating and organizing the Info Circle. The next 
meeting of the ”KOFF Info Circle of Southeast Europe” is open to those interested 
and will take place in May – this time focusing on Kosovo. 
 
Further information: zupan@swisspeace.unibe.ch 
 

Peace Brigades launch Web discussion on cooperation 

Peace Brigades International has set up an Internet forum. Those interested can pub-
lish their articles on the topic of “Cooperation of various civil-society actors in pro-
tecting human rights and in peace work”. Of special interest:  how cooperation can 
be improved and can enhance its effectiveness. Thus the dialog begun at the Peace 
Brigades’ conference on the role of third parties in conflict areas should be contin-
ued. Documentation on this 2001 conference is now also available on the website.  
 
Further information: www.peacebrigades.org/conference 
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Stress Relief Program – also in New York 

After the events of 11 September, the International Association for Human Values 
(IAHV) offered its anti-stress courses to residents, police, and firefighters of New 
York. Several thousand participants have been counted to date, and the courses will 
continue. Overcoming stress was even included recently in the continuing education 
course for the New York police. The Geneva- and New York-based IAHV is one of the 
larger NGOs active internationally and was founded in 1997 by an Indian,  Ravi 
Shankar. In connection with its “5H” program (so-called because it stresses health, 
homes, hygiene, human values, and harmony in diversity), it is committed to com-
bating poverty. 
This focuses on health, homes, and hygiene as well as peaceful co-existence of dif-
ferent cultures, religions, and peoples. Participants in its “stress relief program” can 
learn to reduce stress within a few days with the help of targeted yoga and breath-
ing exercises. This can help in overcoming trauma that emerged through war or de-
struction. It can also contribute to promoting intercultural co-existence in postwar 
society. Thus IAHV volunteers now carry out such anti-stress courses in Bosnia and 
Kosovo just as they did during the past year in the zone affected by earthquakes in 
India’s state of Gujarat.   
 
Further information: www.iahv.org 
 

Peace Foundation is now called swisspeace  

The Swiss Peace Foundation (SPF), Institute for Conflict Resolution, has changed its 
name. It is now called swisspeace – Swiss Peace Foundation. The new name should 
take into account the international involvement of its activities and underscore the 
specific orientation on issues of Swiss foreign and peace policy. swisspeace has 
greatly expanded its capacities in civil peacebuilding and early warning of violent 
conflicts during recent years. Scholarly and practice-oriented activities were 
strengthened. swisspeace now engages 25 staff members. 
Beside the Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF), the early-warning FAST project has been 
built up. Its activity should be extended in the coming months to 20 to 30 SDC target 
countries. After the Afghanistan Conference for Civil Society held by SPF in Bonn 
during December 2001, an "Afghan Civil Society Forum" was formed (see Newslet-
ter 07/2001 and 01/2002). It pursues the goal of giving a voice to Afghan civil soci-
ety in the ongoing peace process. Swisspeace also takes part in the National Center 
of Competence in North-South Research (NCCR North-South). This group seeks op-
portunities to defuse environmental conflicts that arise particularly in developing 
and transition countries in the context of globalization. In the future swisspeace also 
wants to realize projects with private-sector business partners.  
 
Further information: info@swisspeace.ch or www.swisspeace.ch 
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News from Swiss government agencies 

Switzerland remains actively involved in Colombia’s peace process 

Switzerland is engaged in Colombia as a member of the “Comisión Facilitadora In-
ternacional“, that has been observing and supporting talks between the Colombian 
government and the guerrilla group FARC for one year. At moments of crisis, the 
10 countries in this group (Canada, Cuba, France, Italy, Mexico, Norway, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, and Venezuela) have already succeeded several times in bring-
ing the parties back to the negotiating table. After formal interruption of the talks 
with the FARC, the further activities of the group of 10 are being examined. But new 
initiatives are expected. 
Switzerland also monitors peace negotiations with the ELN guerilla group along with 
Cuba, France, Norway, and Spain – this time in connection with the “Group of 
Friends”. As coordinator of the group, Switzerland organized a meeting of the Co-
lombian government, the guerilla group, and NGO representatives in Geneva during 
summer 2000. Last November both parties to the conflict agreed in Havana to con-
duct a forum on international humanitarian law. Switzerland would invite them to 
carry it out in Geneva still this spring. Carrying out the forums if of great importance 
– especially after the breakdown of the peace process involving the FARC. The FARC 
had pressed for a substantive discussion of the same topic in peace talks with the 
Colombian government. If the forums succeed in achieving progress on the topics 
specified, this also surely served as a basic for resuming the peace process with the 
FARC. 
Within the framework of its facilitator’s task, Switzerland also supports events such 
as a seminar on decentralization that took place in Geneva during February. This 
should promote exchange between the parties and push the peace process ahead in 
indirect ways. The diplomatic activities will be supplemented locally by numerous 
projects in cooperation with NGOs and the government.  
 
Further information: janine.voigt@eda.admin.ch  
 

Do-no-harm criteria for reconstruction in Afghanistan 

Switzerland supports the reconstruction of Afghanistan in many ways.  At the same 
time, a commitment in this country is not only a risk in security-policy terms but also 
a sensitive undertaking in peace policy. Hence the head of Swiss humanitarian aid, 
Toni Frisch, was accompanied by Günther Baechler, head of the SDC section on con-
flict prevention and transformation (COPRET), on his mid-February trip to Afghani-
stan. COPRET feels that its main tasks should be focusing on the rehabilitation proc-
ess in Afghanistan from the perspective of conflict analysis and prevention. This 
should also contribute to early recognition of potential conflicts between regions 
and ethnic groups, analyzing the influence of international aid, and thus implement-
ing “do-no-harm” criteria effectively in the practice of on-site aid. 
The SDC presently supports the UN’s World Food Program, the UN High Commis-
sioner for Refugees, the Office of the Commissioner for Humanitarian Affairs, and 
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the International Committee of the Red Cross. It is also committed to creating a 
functioning administration. This serves to stabilize the country as well as the transi-
tional Karzai government. 
 

Switzerland supports inner-Congolese dialog 

The second round of the inner-Congolese dialog began in South Africa with great 
start-up difficulties during February. The issues of various groups’ participation and 
the role of observers have not been resolved satisfactorily. Nonetheless continuation 
of the dialog after the breakdown of the first round in Addis Ababa is a positive sign. 
The DFA’s Political Division IV sent four experts to support work of the Committees 
for Constitution, Peace, and Reconciliation. Further measures such as Peace Radio 
Okapi (see KOFF Newsletter No. 1/2002) and preparatory seminars for dialog par-
ticipants (e.g., a course for Congolese women) were supported financially.  
 
Further information:  jeannicolas.bitter@eda.admin.ch 
 

International 

EU conflict prevention in small steps 

The European Union’s effort to make conflict prevention a major portion of its poli-
cies is only processing at a slow pace. Indeed the EU’s General Council confirmed its 
desire at the end of January to become active in the future in preventing crises be-
fore they break out and to give more attention to targeted political dialog with the 
countries affected. Despite this, the EU has moved little in the direction of conflict 
prevention since the Göteborg summit (June 2001). The Spanish government, which 
holds the presidency at present, will have to account for progress in the conflict-
prevention area at the Council’s next meeting in Seville. Meanwhile, the General Di-
rectorate under Chris Patten is working on a systematic assessment of potential con-
flict in nations rated as “high risk countries“. 
 
Further information: www.europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/cpcm/cp.htm 
 

Conference Reports 

KOFF Annual Conference:  A truce still brings no peace 

The difficult task of peacebuilding in postwar society was the subject of the first 
KOFF Annual Conference that took place in Berne on 28 February. About 100 par-
ticipants from NGOs and the Swiss administration exchanged ideas on challenges 
posed during the postwar era. Ivana Franovic, a cofounder of the antiwar campaign 
in Serbia, made clear that sustainable peace cannot be created from outside. In-
stead, people in the conflict countries themselves must take matters into their own 
hands. However, they also need support from outside.  Ambassador Peter Maurer, 
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head of DFA’s Political Division IV, confirmed this: “Peace must emerge from inside 
and the grassroots and not from the top and outside“. 
Conference participants agreed that problems of the postwar era should already be 
considered during peace negotiations. For without human-rights content and com-
mitment to social justice, the danger exists that postwar instability may allow vio-
lence to arise once more. Thus peacebuilding requires long-term commitment and 
solid partnerships with local organizations. Yet this is easier said than done, said 
Yvonne Buschor from the Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund. This is because of the diffi-
culty of attracting donors for ongoing peacebuilding, since no rapid or media-stirring 
results can be expected. A detailed conference report will soon appear and be sent 
to all KOFF donors. 
 
Further information: koff@swisspeace.ch 
 

Human Security Network: Debate on HIV/AIDS and human security 

The Human Security Network, to which Switzerland has belonged since 1988, met in 
Bangkok 21-23 January to discuss the topic of human security and HIV/AIDS. This in-
formal network of 13 countries (Austria, Canada, Chile, Greece, Ireland, Jordan, 
Mali, the Netherlands, Norway, Slovenia, Switzerland, and Thailand plus South Af-
rica as an observer) is intensively concerned with human-security issues and pro-
motes the topic in various international forums – mainly within the UN framework. 
Beside representatives of the network countries, the Bangkok conference also at-
tracted countries from the region (Cambodia, China, Laos, Myanmar, and Vietnam) 
as well as experts from international organizations and NGOs. The meeting’s goals 
were to discuss the HIV/AIDS threat to human security at the political level as well as 
to strengthen regional cooperation on this issue. HIV/AIDS presents a massive threat 
to human security in all of Southeast Asia. It was recognized at the meeting that 
AIDS not only represents a health problem but also grave political, social, and eco-
nomic consequences for an entire country. Besides combating AIDS, the rights of pa-
tients to medical treatment occupied the foreground, as did the issue of how the 
stigma attached to the illness can be removed. This year’s meeting of the network’s 
ministers will take place in Santiago de Chile on 1-2 July. Development of a human-
security index analogous to the existing human-development index will be discussed 
there, as will human-rights education and public-security issues. 
 
Further information: www.humansecuritynetwork.org 
 

Events Calendar 

“No man’s land but live on CNN” 

Zurich, 14 March 2002, 7 p.m., Cinema Arthouse North South 
Group for a Switzerland without an Army and Filmcooperative Zurich 
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News media and peacebuilding – Round table discussion 

Zurich, 8 April 2002, 7.30 p.m., Helferei Grossmünster, Kirchgasse 13 
Berne, 9 April 2002, 2-4 p.m., Swisspeace, Sonnenbergstrasse 17-19  
Media Aid Ex-Yugoslavia 
Further information: www.medienhilfe.ch 
 

Experiences in reconciliation – Round table discussion 

Geneva, 27 April 2002 
Fondation Caux 
Further information: info@caux.ch 
  

Information afternoons, Peace Brigades / Peace Watch International  

Berne, 20 April 2002, 1-6 p.m., Arbeitsstelle Kirche im Dialog, Mittelstrasse 6a 
Zurich, 27 April 2002, 1-6 p.m., Volkshaus, room 16, Helvetiaplatz 
Further information: www.dataway.ch/~corsam/veranstaltungen.html 
 

10th Annual International Conference on Conflict Resolution - Sharing Tools for Per-
sonal and Global Harmony  

St Petersburg, 9-19 May 2002 
Association for Humanistic Psychology, Common Bond Institute (USA), Harmony In-
stitute (Russia) 
Further information: Steve Olweean: solweean@aol.com or 
http://ahpweb.org/cbi/icr.html 

  

Training 

Conflict Research: Past, Present and Future 

Herthfordshire (UK), 25-27 March 2002, CRS 
Three-day conference intended as a forum fort he discussion of ideas between re-
searchers from different institutions, aiming to exchange on theory and practice of 
conflict research. 
Further information: www.cct.org.uk/hleigh/high_leigh_home.htm 
 
 

UNU/INCORE International Summer School Conflict Resolution 

Derry/Londonderry (Northern Ireland), 10-15 June 
Courses in dealing with the past, managing peace processes, religion and conflict. 
Political approaches in conflict resolution. Registration deadline: 19 April.  
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Further information: school@incore.ulst.ac.uk or www.incore.ulst.ac.uk 
 

Publications 

Ted Robert Gurr, Monty G. Marshall, Deepa Khosla: Peace and Conflict 2001: A 
Global Survey of Armed Conflicts, Self-Determination Movements, and Democracy, 
ed. by  the Center for International Development and Conflict Management 
(CIDCM), University of Maryland. 
This publication is the first from the Integrated Network for Societal Conflict Re-
search (INSCR) program. The full-color, 40-page "global report card" details major 
trends in armed conflict, self-determination movements, and democracy through the 
contemporary era, 1946-2000, and provides a "conflict ledger" assessing each coun-
try's "peace-building capacity" at the turn of the new millennium. 
 
To download at: www.bsos.umd.edu/cidcm/peace.htm  
 

Web tip 

A group of World Bank conflict researchers have been intensively occupied for three 
years with the economics of civil wars, criminality, and violence in developing coun-
tries. The ongoing research results and important policy recommendations on the 
link between economic dynamics and violent conflicts of a political or economic na-
ture can be viewed at www.worldbank.org/research/conflict/. This website also con-
tains a comprehensive list of experts who work on the topics of reconstruction, civil 
war, criminality, and war economies as well as current essays from a special issue of 
the Journal of Conflict Resolution. There is also the possibility of being informed on 
research project news through the e-newsletter. 
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