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News from the Center for Peacebuilding  

Angola Roundtable 

The fifth roundtable session on Angola met on 15 May more than a dozen represen-
tatives from government, scholarly research, and NGOs took part.  The topic of dis-
cussion was “The role of UNITA in Angola after the death of Savimbi”. João Vahek-
eni, former UNITA representative in Switzerland, spoke on “UNITA’s current oppor-
tunities and problems“ including the role of the international community and Swit-
zerland in the Angolan peace process. The next Angola discussion session will take 
place in three months on the topic of ”Oil, banks, and the role of private enterprise“. 
Further information: dittli@swisspeace.unibe.ch  
 

Southern European Info Circle 

The Southern European Info Circle met on 2 May and covered the practical possibili-
ties of peacebuilding during the Kosovo postwar period. The session’s first part pro-
vided an overview on the importance of peacebuilding and its diverse range of con-
cepts and terminology. Afterwards the programs of the attending (the Swiss De-
partment of Foreign Affairs’ [DFA] PA IV and Swiss Agency for Development Coop-
eration [SDC] and NGOs) organizations were arranged into Kosovo’s conflict topics 
according to the various criteria. 
 
This resulted in an inventory of Swiss organizations’ programs in Kosovo and their 
specific goals. It was clear that most of the Swiss actors and their projects dealt with 
problem and conflict areas of socioeconomic and political participation. The next 
session of the Southern European Info Circle will take place in August and expand 
on these topics. 
Further information: zupan@swisspeace.unibe.ch  
 

KOFF Working Group peacebuilding and international cooperation 

A KOFF WG meeting on 8 May explained and discussed the context and range of 
concepts and terminology in civil peacebuilding. The practical side of civil peace-
building also occupied a place on the program.  Representatives from Helvetas, SDC, 
and the DFA’s PA IV briefed the group on peacebuilding viewpoints, concepts, and 
experiences in their own working areas. It was clear that numerous actors had inte-
grated peacebuilding components into their work ever more often from about the 
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mid-1990s. Yet specific integration and implementation of civil peacebuilding meas-
ures are still in process. The next meeting on 3 September will focus on “Peace and 
Conflict Impact Assessment“ (PCIA) in development and humanitarian aid programs. 
Further information: zupan@swisspeace.unibe.ch  
 

KOFF supports Switzerland’s role in the Colombian peace process 

In order to define Switzerland’s role in Columbia’s peace process more precisely and 
to lend support to its content, KOFF has engaged six experts to analyze various as-
pects of the situation in Columbia. Topics are the difficult negotiating process, hu-
man rights, international humanitarian law, drug trading, and the Columbia Plan. 
The authors have also expressed opinions on the possible orientation of Swiss policy 
in Columbia.  A reflections workshop has united specialists and those entrusted with 
programs to assess these analyses and work out viable goal orientations. During 
June the report will also be presented for discussion to Swiss NGOs that are also en-
gaged in the Columbian peace process. 
Further information: bleeker@swisspeace.unibe.ch  
 
 

News from Swiss NGOs 

European church-related relief agencies’ trip to Palestine 

A delegation of European church-related relief agencies – among others HorYzon 
and ”Bread for All“ from Switzerland – made a late April trip to Israel and the occu-
pied territories of West Jordan and Gaza strip.  The delegates wanted to gain an im-
pression of destruction caused by the Israeli army’s Operation Protective Shield and 
to express their solidarity with civil-society partner organizations in Palestine and 
peace forces in Israel. The relief agency delegation was agreed that the economic re-
construction in West Jordan would take months or even years and cost a great deal 
of money. Even more alarming is the fact that the voice of peace and reconciliation 
forces on both sides has nearly become silent. It is not a top priority to restore the 
interrupted peace dialog immediately but rather to support peace-oriented organiza-
tions in finding acceptance and understanding among their own ranks.  
Further information: Markus Glatz, glatz@bfa-ppp.ch 
 

High-risked development work for Swiss Red Cross in Nepal 

The Swiss Red Cross (SRC) along with the Nepalese Red Cross has committed itself 
to improving the population’s living conditions in remote regions of Nepal. Priorities 
are general health education, training of midwives and Red Cross volunteers, as well 
as HIV/AIDS prevention. Despite violence and clashes similar to civil war between 
the Maoist rebels movement and the police/army in some project areas, Red Cross 
development work should be continued wherever possible. Therefore the Red Cross 
has begun to conduct special courses for its staff covering conflict analysis, risk as-
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sessment, and proper behavior in hazardous situations. The courses are viewed as 
having proved very helpful in carrying out practical work.  
Further information: thomas.buerge@redcross.ch  
 

WSP International: new projects in Rwanda and Macedonia 

WSP International – the successor organization of the War-Torn Societies Project 
backed by the UN and other donors – started a country project in Macedonia during 
early 2002.  First, it aims to support and solidify the peace process as well as democ-
ratic and socioeconomic reforms in Macedonia.  Second, capacities should be 
strengthened for a democratic dialog and for participatory research at the local and 
national levels.  This corresponds to the general program and principles of WSP In-
ternational: basic understanding of the local situation, the actors and their setting, 
flexible and adaptable outside support, new criteria for measuring success, and em-
powerment of the local people.  In practice this calls for a participatory approach by 
a consensus person, comprehensive counseling involving inside and outside actors, 
and a binding list of priorities.   
 
During the course of 2001 a complete country project was set up in Rwanda based 
on these principles.  A steering committee was selected, researchers engaged, stra-
tegic planning worked out, and offices were equipped.  At the beginning of 2002 the 
WSP Rwanda Program set up its institutional basis in the local Institute for Research 
and Dialogue for Peace (IRDP).  These structures and local human resources have 
created a start that simplifies local ownership and responsibility in a process that 
takes into account the needs of Rwandan nation building in a consensus-oriented 
manner. 
Further information on Rwanda: Weber@wsp-international.org. 
Further information on Macedonia: Lungulescu@wsp-international.org 
General: www.wsp-international.org 
 
 

News from Swiss Government Offices 

SDC adapts program in Nepal  

Given the background of violent conflicts between the Maoist rebels’ movement and 
the police/army in Nepal, the SDC wants to increase substantially its involvement in 
the areas of good governance and peacebuilding in the near future. This primarily 
concerns giving firmer support to local forces that are committed to finding ways out 
of the crisis and sustaining peace.  
 
The SDC, which has been active in Nepal since the 1960s, submitted its program to a 
rugged test.  The program especially engaged in use of natural resources, profes-
sional training, enterprise development, and transport. Hence it was tested on its 
relevance in the context of the intensifying crisis. The results confirm the program’s 
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high relevance in long-term removal of the military conflict’s deep-seated causes, 
such as poverty and inequitable distribution. Yet the analysis showed that Switzer-
land and other donors need to increase efforts to have a more direct impact on con-
flict dynamics and thus contribute immediately to settling the ongoing crisis as well. 
Improving governance belongs at the center of this effort. 
Further information: esther.schaufelberger@deza.admin.ch  
 

Legal basis for Swiss peacebuilding and human-rights promotion 

Representatives of DFA’s Directorate of Political Affairs IV (PA IV) and interested 
Swiss civil-society circles from politics, business, and NGOs met at a KOFF Meeting 
at the Berne town hall on 28 May. They discussed the first draft of new federal legis-
lation on steps for civil peacebuilding and strengthening human rights as well as a 
related credit-line message to Parliament. The federal legislation creates the legal 
base for measures defined within the credit-line message in terms of content orien-
tation.  
 
PA IV used the event to brief guests on the goals of its future measures in transform-
ing civil conflicts and promoting human rights. Then participants had an opportunity 
to report on their groups’ stance. 
  
By early September at latest, the Federal Council will submit both pieces of legisla-
tion to the chambers of Parliament.  The chamber that originates the administra-
tion’s proposal will probably already debate the bills in its winter 2002 session.  The 
draft legislation is expected to become federal law on 1 January 2004, and funds are 
also likely to become available on that date. 
Further information: thomas.guerber@eda.admin.ch  
 

Swiss Foreign and Defense Ministries (VBS) peace week at Expo 02  

The “Peace“ subproject – a joint responsibility of DFA and VBS – will take place at 
the Swiss National Expo 02 in Morat 21-25 August. Its goal is to bring Expo guests 
nearer to the varied facets of Swiss peace policy and practical peace work.  Concepts 
and problems of peace work will be explained, various decision-makers and activi-
ties introduced, and discussed with the public. Part of this year’s ambassadors’ con-
ference will also be conducted within the “peace week” framework. On behalf of 
FDA, “swisspeace“ is organizing a half-day discussion forum on the topic of ”Di-
plomacy and Other Forms of Peacebuilding“ at which diplomats, peace-policy or-
ganizations, relief agencies, and the Expo public will engage in debate.  It will take 
place 22 August on the Werft in Meyrin. 
Further information: www.bund-expo02.ch 
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International 

World Civil Society Forum in Geneva 

The World Civil Society Forum will meet 14-19 July in Geneva, and organizers hope 
for all regions of the world and representatives from all walks of life will take part. 
The Forum aims to improve cooperation among various players and with the UN sys-
tem. Beside various events, the program includes cultural activities and visits to nu-
merous international organizations.  The event is preceded by a youth forum 10-13 
July that treats the role of youth in international cooperation.  
Registration and further information: www.worldcivilsociety.org 
 

European Commission supports peace initiatives in the Horn of Africa 

The Europeen Commission has decided to support peacebuilding initatives in the 
Horn of Africa with 2.6 millions Euro. The funds are allocated to the “Rapid Reaction 
Mechanism of the EU”. In detail, the EU wants to support the negotiations concern-
ing the future of Somalia, the “UN Trust Fund for the demarcation of the border be-
tween Eritrea an Ethiopia” as well as the mine clearing initiative in the Sudanese 
Nuba mountains. 
 

Search for Common Ground: new media projects in Middle East and the Balkans  

The American nonprofit-organization Search for Common Ground and its European 
spin-off, the European Centre for Common Ground (CG), are continuing to expand 
their media offer. The CG News program has been developed for the Near and Mid-
dle East.  It is supported by the EU, UNESCO, and Denmark.  CG News provides 
news, features, and analyses by local and international experts.  CG’s own data says 
it places a high priority on articles being carefully researched, balanced, and solu-
tion-oriented. 
For free order and further information: Geoffrey Weichselbaum, gw@eccg.be or 
www.sfcg.org/cgnews/middle-east.cfm  
 
The organization is also extending its commitment in the Balkans. The new regional 
“Bridges for the New Balkans” project provides multi-ethnic print products in sev-
eral languages that are circulated as free supplements in newspapers. The content 
focuses on conflict-oriented topics such as reconciliation, intercultural understand-
ing, and peace work. Multi-ethnic teams are also planning cross-border radio and 
television programs. “Bridges for the New Balkans” is supported by Denmark, the 
EU, and Switzerland. 
Further information: www.sfcg.org/activities.cfm?locus=CGP  
 
 



 
 
Newsletter 04/2002 7 K O F F   

Conference Reports 

Conference on Sri Lankan peace process in Switzerland 

A closed conference on the peace process in Sri Lanka took place 15-17 April in con-
nection with the ”Locarno process“ in Morat.  The Institute for Federalism in Fri-
bourg and the Sri Lankan “Centre for Policy Alternatives“ organized the DFA-
organized event. The meeting focused on the ”Role and Significance of Transition 
Arrangements in Negotiations for Political Conflict Transformation in Sri Lanka“. It 
discussed the truce agreement, the issue of interim administration in the northeast, 
as well as questions on reconstruction and human rights. 
  
The Locarno process is viewed as an additional measure for diplomatic “Track 1“ ef-
forts in Sri Lanka that were led by Norway. Support, dynamics, and trust-building are 
especially necessary at civil society’s “Track 2“ level.  To achieve a breakthrough in 
Sri Lanka’s otherwise hopeless situation, based on general impressions after the 
Morat conference, all segments of society must take part, not just the government 
and the LTTE but opposition parties and civil society as well. 
 
Swiss Refugee Aid organized a panel discussion in Berne connected with the Morat 
conference. Sri Lankan figures from different camps briefed the Tamil Diaspora in 
Switzerland on current developments in their homeland and the possible role of the 
Diaspora in the peace process. 
Further information: markus.heiniger@eda.admin.ch 
 

CPR conference on conflict prevention and consolidating peace  

Representatives of the “Conflict Prevention and Reconstruction Networks“ (CPR) 
met in Nyon 19-20 March to discuss practical and operational aspects of conflict 
transformation. CPR is an informal network of bilateral donors and multilateral UN 
organizations. The talks centered on current trends in peacebuilding and conflict 
prevention, new developments in peace and conflict impact assessment (PCIA) 
methodology, international community efforts in Afghanistan, as well as future chal-
lenges. Speakers stressed the importance of cooperation in Afghanistan, challenges 
in the security sector, and centralization there. Yet the gathering also discussed the 
general dilemma, achieving rapid solutions on one hand but ensuring their sustain-
ability in conflict areas on the other. Joint efforts must be undertaken in training and 
continuing education. 
Further information: Nahla Haidar, haidar@wsp-international.org  

 

Stockholm International Forum: “truth, justice, and reconciliation” 

Numerous representatives of governments, NGOs, the community of scholars, and 
affected populations met in Stockholm 23-24 April to discuss problems of reintegra-
tion into postwar societies. The Swiss delegation included four people from PA IV, 
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the Office for Combating Racism, and the Center for Peacebuilding. Major issues 
were: How can a society ”reconcile“ after traumatic events such as those in Rwanda 
or Cambodia?  What role does justice play?  What are the positive and negative ef-
fects of an amnesty?  And what tools of international justice are available? 
 
As a result, it should be recorded that the Forum has contributed to a better grasp of 
diverse aspects of reconciliation, above all between forgiveness, reconciliation, and 
forgetting.  Workshops on evaluating the truth commission in South Africa or the dif-
ficulties of setting up the tribunal on the Khmer Rouge’s regime in Cambodia in-
formed participants about details and problems of reconciliation that should be con-
sidered in any new process.  
Conference reports can be downloaded at: www.stockholmforum.se 
 

Second Women’s Roundtable 2002 

The 2nd Women’s Roundtable 2002 met 25 April in the Berne town hall on the topic 
of “Participation of Women in Transforming Civil Conflicts“. The experience reports 
of speakers Beatrix Attinger Colijn, senior adviser on gender issues at the General 
Secretariat of the Office on Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in Vienna, 
and Patricia Barandun, program representative at the OSCE mission in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, showed how the topic of gender mainstreaming has been imple-
mented within the OSCE. Thus specific projects, such as “gender-sensitive budgeting 
at the community level”, are already being conducted in the field. The OSCE manual 
“Gender Aspects in Post-Conflict Situations“ is an important orientation aid on how 
gender mainstreaming can be carried out in post-war societies. It can be ordered 
through Beatrix Attinger Colijn battinger@osce.org. 
Further information: Maren Haartje, haartje@swisspeace.unibe.ch  
 

Experts meeting on reconstruction and recuperation in Afghanistan 

The DAC Experts meeting at the Organization on Economic Cooperation and Devel-
opment (OECD) was held in Paris 2-3 May on Afghanistan Reconstruction and Re-
covery: Seeing Round the Corner.  Representatives of donor agencies such as the 
World Bank, UNDP, and development agencies, and regional experts took part, as 
did representatives from Afghanistan such as Professor Ishaq Nadiri, economic advi-
sor to President Karzai, Muhammad Amin Farhang, minister for reconstruction, and 
Dr. Mukesh Kapila, advisor to UN Ambassador Brahimi.   
 
Comprehensive security issues particularly dominated the talks.  These covered 
themes that ran through all topics: food security, individual security (especially for 
women), laws, justice, equal rights, reconciliation, police tasks, build-up of the new 
army, and the differing levels: the center, regions, provinces, districts, communi-
ties/valleys, and also neighboring regions and states, drug cultivation and trade, or-
ganized crime, and warlordism. Other points of emphasis were capacity building, 
building and strengthening civil society (marginalizing the warlords, among other 
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steps), as well as sustainable economic development (demanding a holistic approach 
and long-term commitment above all). 
Further information, see, e.g., World Bank report of 15 May www.worldbank.org.af  
 
 

Events Calendar 

Fête KultuRel – Festival of Religions and Cultures 
 

Berne, 30 May – 2 June, Schwabgut School Center, Keltenstr. 37, Berne 
Further information: AG Haus der Religionen, www.haus-der-
religionen.ch/termine.html  
 
Women’s voices against war 
 
Zurich, 7 June, 7:30 p.m., Volkshaus, Yellow Room  
Berne, 8 June, 7:30 p.m., Women’s Room at the Reitschule 
Further information: Tel. 01 242 93 07, frieda@cfd-ch.org, www.cfd-ch.org/frieda 

 
 

Training 

Seminar event on the challenges of those displaced by war 
 
This seminar, entitled “International field protection for Internally Displaced Persons: 
Needs and challenges, actors and strategies”, is organized by the European office of  
Peace Brigades International and meets 5-6 June in Brussels.  It focuses on the in-
creasing decline of physical security and human rights of displaced persons in areas 
with armed conflicts. 
Registration and further information: Pascale Boosten and Michaël Schools, PBI EU 
Office: +32 2 511 14 98 or pbibeo@wanadoo.be 
 
UNU/INCORE introductory course for Northern Ireland 
 
UNU/INCORE offers an introductory course on peacebuilding and the politics of 
Northern Ireland meeting 9-10 June in Derry/Londonderry, Northern Ireland.  Meet-
ings with official representatives of both sides and tours in Derry/ Londonderry and 
Belfast complete the program. 
Further information: International Summer School, 44-(0)28-71-375-500, 
www.incore.ulst.ac.uk or school@incore.ulst.ac.uk  
  
Possibilities and limitations of professional conflict management 
 
This mediation event takes place Monday, 17 June, from 6:30–9 p.m., led by Dr. F. 
Glasl. The event site is the University for Applied Psychology in Zurich, Minervas-
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trasse 30, 1st floor, Zurich.  Registration can be handled by phone at: 01 268 34 40 
(2-5 p.m.); there is no box office. 
 
International Conference „Gender, Identity and Conflict in Post-War Societies of the 
Former Yugoslawia“ 
 
This event takes place in Ljubljana, Slovenia, June 27th – June 30th 2002 and aims 
persons working in peace, conflict and gender research as well as in NGOs in gen-
der-specific, reconstruction and refugee projects.  
Further information: mojca.pajnik@mirovni-institut.si or ruth.seifert@planet-
interkom.de  
 
Course on topic of international conflict resolution  
  
Diverse course modules with international experts, organized by Landegg Interna-
tional University, meets 1-13 July in Wienacht/AR, Switzerland. 
Registration and further information: www.apply.landegg.edu, info@landegg.edu or 
+41 71 898 05 66. 
 
Strengthening Policy and Practice: Training for international staff in conflict area 
 
This course, meeting in Birmingham on 15-19 July, is staged by the English organiza-
tion Responding to Conflict (RTC) and orients itself to people with leadership duties 
who are active in the development aid and peacebuilding areas in regions with high 
tension and conflict potential. It especially addresses those responsible for planning 
and implementation tasks in development aid programs. 
Registration and further information: www.respond.org/courses.html or 
enquiries@respond.org 
 
Course on nonviolence and global civil society after 11 September 
 
This course, meeting 29 September to 20 October in Rovereto, Italy, is oriented to 
NGO representatives active in the areas of human rights, nonviolent conflict trans-
formation, and peace education.  
Further Information: IUPIP +39 464 424288, iupip@unimondo.org or 
www.unimondo.org/iupip.   
 
 

Publications 

Günther Baechler et al.: Promoting Peace: The Role of Civilian Conflict Resolution. 
 
Günther Baechler and six coauthors shed light on the topic and its increasing impor-
tance in conflict transformation from different vantage points and with varying ap-
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proaches.  Thus the book provides a broad-based overview of the possibilities and 
perspectives for recommended courses of action.  
 
Available at: Verlag Stämpfli Berne; 2002, 156 pages, www.staempfli.ch 
 
Eye to Eye: Women Practising Development across Cultures 
 
Susan Perry and Celeste Schenck from the American University of Paris describe 
women active in practical development aid from a backdrop of changing cultural 
contexts. They use this versatile collection of “living images” to illustrate why de-
velopment policy must become involved with cultural differences. 
Further information: E-mail: sales@zedbooks.demon.co.uk or 
www.zedbooks.demon.co.uk 
 
Seiltänzerin zwischen Frauenbewegung und institutioneller Politik (Tightrope Dancer 
between Women’s Movement and Institutional Policy) 
 
In this anniversary volume for the 20-year-old cfd-Frauenstelle für Friedensarbeit 
(Women’s Office for Peace Work), the author, Danièle Lenzin, traces its history, ana-
lyzes it, and interprets it in a historic and social-policy context.  
Available at: cfd-Frauenstelle für Friedensarbeit, frieda@cfd-ch.org 

 
The EU's Response to Conflict Affected Countries: Operational Guidance for the Im-
plementation of the Cotonou Agreement  
 
A study published jointly by the European Centre for Development Policy Manage-
ment and International Alert on the dilemma of international donor nations and or-
ganizations regarding countries vulnerable to conflict.  
Further information: www.international-alert.org/publications.htm#inter    
 
 

Job Tip 

Program manager (ca. 75%) 
 
The Education and Community Center for Nonviolent Action e.V. (KURVE) in Wus-
trow/Wendland seeks a program manager for its 10-member team starting 1 August 
or later. KURVE Wustrow conducts seminars, training, and events on the topic of ab-
sence of violence, nonviolent action, and nonviolent conflict transformation.  It also 
trains people to become peace specialists and trainers in nonviolent action while 
preparing volunteers for group work in projects abroad before assigning them. 
Further information: Petra Titze, +49 (0) 5843 9871 34 or www.kurvewustrow.org 
 
Search for Common Ground in Washington DC, seeks for the end of July/beginning 
of August a 
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Institutional Learning and Research Coordinator 
 
Further information: search@sfcg.org or www.sfcg.org   
 
 

Web Tip 

Country indicators for foreign-policy risk analysis 
The most recent country indicators for foreign-policy regional risk analysis can be 
downloaded from the www.fewer.org website. The risk analyses cover Cambodia, 
Indonesia, and the Philippines. Added risk analyses and documents on early warning 
can be downloaded from the www.fewer.org/research page. 
 
Comments and information: cifp@carleton.ca 
 
New resource databank of ALNAP 
The new online information resource www.alnap.org contains details on more than 
130 books, manuals, topical documents, reports, newsletters, and links. It seeks to 
use to improve the responsibility and quality of humanitarian commitment.  When-
ever possible, new entry points are available with tables of contents and summaries. 
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