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From Center for Peacebuilding 

Peace and conflict impact assessment of SDC Macedonia program 

The Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) conducted a ”Peace and Conflict Impact As-
sessment“ (PCIA) in Macedonia during May on behalf of the Swiss Agency for De-
velopment and Cooperation (SDC). In cooperation with two local consultants and 
the SDC coordinating office in Skopje, KOFF studied the peace potential of SDC’s 
country program. The PCIA concentrated less on impact analysis of conflict than on 
investigating the relevance of the country program in relation to existing conflicts. 

 The most important lessons learned from this PCIA as well as other Swiss actors’ 
PCIA experiences will be presented to KOFF members on 3 September. The presenta-
tion will take place in connection with the ”International Cooperation and 
Peacebuilding“ working group.  

Further information: Natascha Zupan: zupan@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

Information event on confidence-building measures in the Middle East 

Confidence-building measures in Israel and Palestine were discussed at a KOFF 
event in late June.  Adil Atieh, Gilad Ben-Nun, and Rana Taha from the United Na-
tions Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDR) introduced their research results 
on the topics of education, the news media, dialog, as well as the interplay between 
poverty, unemployment, and violence.  The research results will be published soon, 
and KOFF will return to them in a later newsletter.  

Further information: KOFF, Mô Bleeker (bleeker@swisspeace.unibe.ch) 

 

“Media and Peacebuilding“ workshop 

The conflict as well as the news media in the conflict region must be analyzed before 
journalists can be used to promote peacebuilding.  Only then can the decision be 
made if either short- or long-term media activities make sense in the country in-
volved – and, if so, what should the action be.  Participants at a KOFF workshop 
staged in Berne reached this conclusion at the end of June.  

Attending representatives of Swiss media NGOs discussed the issue with staff from 
the DFA’s Division of Political Affairs IV. According to workshop participants, closer 
study is also needed on the impact of media activities on peacebuilding and on how 
to develop better tools to measure this.  

Further information: KOFF, Thania Paffenholz (paffenholz@swisspeace.unibe.ch) 

  
 

mailto:zupan@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:bleeker@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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Staff news 

Lorenz Jakob joined the KOFF team as of 1 June and has assumed responsibility for 
the newsletter and Internet InfoMarket. Jakob studied mass communications and 
earned a diploma as an ISS web publisher. Tobias Hagmann, who has been respon-
sible at KOFF for Africa and scholarly issues of peacebuilding, moved over to the 
swisspeace project NCCR North-South research project on 1 July, where he will do 
his Phd. Roland Dittli, from the swisspeace FAST project, has taken over the KOFF 
Angola file. Christopher Tuetsch will remain at KOFF until at least the end of 2002 
and is responsible for the Sudan file.  

 
 

From Swiss NGOs 

Heavier burden for relief agencies in Gujarat 

The CARITAS relief agencie is confronted with difficulties affecting its work in Guja-
rat, India. The conflict between Hindus and Muslims hinders rebuilding after last 
year’s disastrous earthquake. CARITAS speaks of problems in recruiting workers out-
side the region. The Swiss Red Cross (SRC) is active in three villages within Gujarat. 
Here too the course of events has complicated and delayed projects, but the SRC is 
coping. 

With the support of a local partner, SWISSAID supports 3,500 Muslim refugees with 
emergency aid, psychological care, and legal counsel, so that they can claim com-
pensation payments envisioned by the government.  Along with the “Citizens’ Initia-
tive“ network, SWISSAID also trains peace committees which try to bring the hostile 
groups back into a dialog and launch peacebuilding activities. 

The massive violence between fundamentalist Hindus and Muslims during recent 
months in the Indian state of Gujurat has led to almost 1,000 deaths, thousands of 
injured, and, more than 40,000 homeless people.  Some 80% of the more than one 
billion Indians are Hindus.  Muslims, with 12%, form the strongest religious minor-
ity. 

Further information: KOFF, Lorenz Jakob (lorenz.jakob@swisspeace.unibe.ch) 

 

SRC donates billion francs for new humanitarian projects 

The Swiss Red Cross (SRC) revamped its “Red Cross ZLB Foundation” in late May to 
form the ”Humanitarian SRC Foundation“.  It supports new humanitarian projects 
within the SRC and Red Cross and Red Crescent movements with SFr. 20 to 40 mil-
lion a year.  Funds originate from capital yield from the roughly SFr. 1 billion which 
the SRC ZLB Foundation realized from the sale of its central laboratory. Australia’s 
CSL Group bought the Berne lab two years ago.  The lab produced medicine from 
blood plasma. 

  

mailto:lorenz.jakob@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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The SRC Humanitarian Foundation with headquarters in Berne remains a SRC institu-
tion but will not be active operationally itself. However, it will not finance only exist-
ing SRC programs but new projects related to blood and blood donation, humanitar-
ian aid, social integration of disadvantaged groups, as well as development coopera-
tion. Projects that promote self-help and sustainable impact have the best chance for 
support.  

Further information: SRC, Beat Wagner (beat.wagner@redcross.ch)  
Website of SRC Humanitarian Foundation: www.hs-srk.ch 

 

New directions for FAST project 

The political early-warning system FAST – based within the Swiss Peace Foundation 
(swisspeace) and supported by the Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation 
(SDC) – is to be given a broader international anchor. This should realize potential 
synergies in the political early-warning sphere. The new FAST concept was first in-
troduced in mid-June at a meeting of the OECD’s Development Assistance Commit-
tee (DAC) in Paris.  

Further information:  
FAST, Heinz Krummenacher (krummenacher@swisspeace.unibe.ch) 

 

The work of the Haiti-Switzerland platform  

Related to its efforts toward peacebuilding and nonviolent conflict resolution on 
Haiti, the KOFF has met with representatives of the Haiti-Switzerland platform 
(PFHS) and discussed peacebuilding within development cooperation. 

 The Haiti platform was founded in 1992 and includes 24 organizations involved in 
Haiti. They seek a lasting bond of solidarity and cooperation with Haiti. Their work 
divides into three major areas: membership information conveyed through a monthly 
bulletin, support of human rights, as well as development cooperation based on 
mobilization of all Haitians. Along with their Haitian partners, the platform group 
wants to coordinate platform campaigns in Haiti and Switzerland and promote co-
operation with other international organizations. It also concerns assuring a connec-
tion between the declared working principles and actions actually carried out.   

Further information:  PFHS, Claire-Lise Zaugg (rclzaugg@vtx.ch) 

 

mailto:beat.wagner@redcross.ch
http://www.hs-srk.ch/
mailto:rclzaugg@vtx.ch
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Jesse Jackson calls for nonviolence in the Middle East 

The American civil-rights leader, Rev. Jesse Jackson, spoke in Berne in late June on 
peace prospects in the Middle East at the invitation of swisspeace. Jackson pleaded 
for a nonviolent approach rather than simply resorting to military solutions.  He 
called for a neutral mediating role for the European Union or the United Nations. 

 The 61-year-old two-time candidate for the American presidency was active with 
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., during the 1960s. Today too he is committed to nonvio-
lence, opposes racism, and supports the cause of ethnic minorities through his self-
help organization, the Rainbow Coalition. 

Further information:  
swisspeace, Ellen Bernhard (ellen.bernhard@swisspeace.unibe.ch) 

 

 

From Swiss Government Agencies 

PCIA first step in new SDC strategy in Ecuador 

The Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation (SDC) conducted its first peace and 
conflict impact assessment (PCIA) in Ecuador in February and March. Ecuador was 
chosen because the SDC is preparing a new strategy for the next three to five years. 
Its preventive potential for peace development will be examined to identify possible 
steps to take before armed conflict breaks out.  No war-like disputes are occurring in 
Ecuador at present. 

 The PCIA was conducted in two steps to prepare for this new strategy. The first 
covered a ”country risk assessment.“  It analyzed the main Ecuadorian areas of con-
flict, their structural causes, and the major actors. In a second step the SDC deter-
mined the connection of its program with the conflict areas identified.  Studies 
checked where the program was situated, how and where it promoted (or hindered) 
local capacities to resolve conflicts, and where potential for peaceful development 
might have been neglected. 

Further information: SDC, Peter Spycher (peter.spycher@deza.admin.ch) 

 

asldfkj
� We have introduced the Swiss Peace Foundation as „swisspeace“ on page 4, so the acronym rule I mentioned earlier should apply here.  If not, let me know, okay?
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DFA commits itself to dialog in Middle East 

Switzerland wants to see international humanitarian law enforced better in the Mid-
dle East and is proposing an international political dialog on this as well as an inter-
national mechanism to monitor compliance. Dialog topics could be: security and ac-
cess for humanitarian actors, freedom of movement for ambulances, violence 
against civilians including terrorist acts, collective retribution, disproportionate ap-
plication of force, treatment of prisoners, as well as destruction of private property. 
The head of DFA’s political directorate, Ambassador Blaise Godet, elaborated on 
these suggestions in mid-June in talks with Palestinian President Yassir Arafat and 
the Israeli government.  

Further information: http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/recent/press/06#0010 

 

Stronger SDC commitment in Middle East 

The SDC is expanding its commitment in the Middle East (Mashreq). The financial 
framework for development cooperation and humanitarian aid will be increased 
from about SFr. 20 to 24 million in 2002 in comparison with last year. The current 
program will be reviewed regularly and adapted due to the Israel-Palestine conflict. 
For example, psychological care is now being stepped up, and activities are being 
conducted in a more decentralized way. Yet program priorities are not being ques-
tioned in principle. 

 The goal of SDC activities in the Middle East is to support regional efforts to create 
democratic and sustainable structures and to make a contribution for an economic 
upswing and broad-based public participation. This should be achieved by enabling 
marginalized and disadvantaged groups, removing structural inequality, and ad-
dressing basic needs. In view of the modest increase in funds, the SDC – building on 
the existing contact network and past experience – is lending its support mainly to 
local initiatives in the areas of training, counseling, studies, research work, and ser-
vices.  

Further information: SDC, Günther Bächler (guenther.baechler@deza.admin.ch) 

 

25 years of additional protocols to Geneva Conventions of 1949 

The 25-year anniversary of additional protocols to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 
was recalled in Geneva during early June. The four Geneva Conventions contain 
most of today’s international humanitarian law. This limits the results of armed con-
flicts, protects civilians, and restricts the means and methods of waging war. The 
additional protocols cover protection of victims in armed conflicts. Switzerland is the 
depository state and a contracting state to the four Geneva Conventions of 1949 
and the two additional protocols of 1977. Fact sheets on the subject may be found 
at www.icrc.org 

Further information: DFA, Daniel Haener (daniel.haener@eda.admin.ch) 

mailto:guenther.baechler@deza.admin.ch
http://www.icrc.org/
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International 

British NGOs’ new PCIA project 

The three British internationally active nonprofit organizations (NGOs) International 
Alert, Saferworld, and FEWER have launched a new project in connection with PCIA. 
The project aims to compile information from scholarship and practical experience 
on the impact of development-aid programs on conflict-and-peace situations and to 
prepare a comprehensive manual on it. The manual should be tested for the first 
time in cooperation with local partners in Kenya and Uganda. 

 An international board will monitor the project.  It will include scholarly experts as 
well as representatives of NGOs and donor organizations. Swisspeace is also repre-
sented on the board. The project is currently being funded by the Canadian govern-
ment (IDRC, CIDA). 

 Further information: Eugenia Lopez (epiza-lopez@international-alert.org) 

 

Peacebuilding cooperation between EU and ACP states 

The European Union (EU) and the African, Caribbean, and Pacific Group of States 
(ACP Group) want to pursue a unified and comprehensive policy of peacebuilding 
and conflilct prevention. At the end of May the EU Council’s “development“ special-
ists approved an agreement for ”countries in conflict“.  This is part of the EU-ACP 
partnership accord (Cotonou Agreement) that liberalized trade links between the EU 
and ACP Group. 

 The EU Council wants to pursue a strategy of “constructive engagement”, promote 
an “all-inclusive political dialog”, and strengthen the capacities of individual states.  
It stressed here how important it is to have a deep understanding of conflicts’ dy-
namics.  The Council’s “development” staff emphasized that donor organizations 
should conduct detailed conflict analyses and review their programs’ impact on con-
flict situations regularly. The Council also underscored the importance of regional 
strategies in collaboration with the countries affected. 

 EU Council “development” decisions can be downloaded at: 
http://europa.eu.int/pol/dev/index_de.htm 

 

Civil societies and UN should improve cooperation 

The United Nations (UN) and civil societies in regions that are threatened by con-
flicts should cooperate more closely. Regional steering organizations should also be 
created to hold conferences in the regions and to cultivate contact with the UN at 
the same time. The NGO “European Platform for Conflict Prevention and Transfor-
mation” formulated this project idea at a mid-June meeting in the Netherlands. 

  

 

mailto:epiza-lopez@international-alert.org
http://europa.eu.int/pol/dev/index_de.htm
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The platform activities trace back to an initiative by UN Secretary-General Kofi An-
nan.  His “Report on Crisis Prevention“ last year called for more cooperation in crisis 
prevention between civil society and the UN and recommended it as the topic of an 
international conference. This conference should not take place before 2005 and 
would be only one means of implementing Annan’s suggestion. 

  The ”European Platform for Conflict Prevention and Transformation“ now ad-
dresses creating means of cooperation in the regions affected and finding further 
sponsors for the plan. 

Further information:  
European Platform for Conflict Prevention and Transformation, Paul van Tongeren: 
info@conflict-prevention.net 
Report by Kofi Annan: www.un.org/Docs/sc/reports/2001/574e.pdf 

 
 
 

Conference Reports 

Swisspeace Annual Conference: Policy must become more coherent  

The annual swisspeace conference met at Schloss Hünigen/Berne in late June with 
about 80 people taking part in the two-day event on actors and implementing Swiss 
peace policy.  

“Berne is a center for shaping humanitarian peace policy“, said Jakob Kellenberger, 
president of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). Yet he cautioned 
that humanitarian tradition should not serve as a pretext to overlook other foreign-
policy peacebuilding measures.  

The call at the meeting for a more coherent peace policy was loud. Speakers said 
that individual policy areas and nongovernmental peacebuilding must be harmo-
nized with each other, while joint and comprehensive guidelines will have to be cre-
ated.  The event also made clear how vital it would be to make civil peacebuilding 
more visible to the public and how difficult it is to involve the business sector in 
peacebuilding.  

Further information: swisspeace, Lorenz Jakob (lorenz.jakob@swisspeace.unibe.ch) 

 

mailto:info@conflict-prevention.net
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Second conference of Afghan civil society in Kabul 

The “Afghan Civil Society Forum” (ACSF) initiated by swisspeace with headquarters 
in Berne and Kabul organized the second conference of the Afghan Civil Society for 
Peace and Reconstruction in Kabul 15-18 May.  Most of the 200 representatives ar-
rived from within Afghanistan and spend four days discussing topics such as secu-
rity, education, reconciliation, and human rights in an open and constructive atmos-
phere. 

 Conference participants – one third of them women – agreed on specific recom-
mendations for the assembly of traditional leaders (Loya Jirga) and the interim gov-
ernment. Central concerns are improvement of the desolate security situation (dis-
arming of paramilitary groups and rapid build-up of a national army), constitutional 
reform (guaranteeing elementary human rights and freedom of speech), rapid and 
competent rebuilding of the country, as well as formation of a representative gov-
ernment. 

Women’s rights should also be strengthened.  Representatives of the committee 
preparing for the Loya Jirga and the interim government promised to allow the rec-
ommendations to influence them in their work. ACSF will monitor how well this 
promise is kept.  Many ambassadors and representatives of the UN and NGOs at-
tended the conference.  The German Foreign Office funded the conference. 

 Further information: 
ACSF, Bernhard Bircher, bernhard.bircher@swisspeace.unibe.ch 
Conference recommendations are found at www.swisspeace.ch. 

 

CODEP conference: War and peace trends in 21st century 

The annual conference of the “Conflict, Development, and Peace Network” (CODEP) 
took place during mid-June in London. CODEP is a British forum for exchange of ex-
perience between NGOs, government agencies, and other institutions.  The confer-
ence entitled ”Exclusion and Identity: The Politics of Rights, Race, and Religion“ 
pursued the goal of analyzing the impact of 11 September 2001 on measures for re-
solving conflict, development cooperation, and humanitarian aid.  It also sought to 
identify differences and common features in efforts for effective peacebuilding and 
development cooperation. 

 More than 130 international participants from the fields of peace, human rights, 
and development cooperation took part in the event. They discussed issues on the 
identity of regions, states, and societies in the 21st century, but they also treated top-
ics including the failures of states, the role of the news media, ethnic cleansing, re-
pression, the Diaspora, cultural sensitivity, and the politicizing of religion. Geo-
graphic priorities lay in the Balkans and the Community of Independent States (CIS), 
Africa, Latin America, India, and Pakistan. 

Further information: KOFF, Christopher Tütsch (tuetsch@swisspeace.unibe.ch) 

mailto:bernhard.bircher@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/
mailto:tuetsch@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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Events Calendar 

Europe makes peace: The Austrian role 

The 19th international summer academy of the Austrian Center for Peace and Con-
flict- Resolution Studies met 7-13 July at Burg Schlaining, Austria, to discuss peace- 
and security-policy issues in a Europe newly emerging at the outset of the 21st cen-
tury.  

Further information: http://www.aspr.ac.at/sak2002.htm 

 

Conference in Stadtschlaining: Europe as a Peaceful Power 

Three organizations joined in leading an international conference entitled Europe as 
a Peaceful Power 13-17July in Stadtschlaining, Austria. The hosts were the European 
Peace Research Association (EuPRA), the “Tampere Peace Research Institute” 
(TAPRI), and Austria’s Study Center for Peace and Conflict Resolution (ASPR).  The 
conference addressed European peace research institutes. 

Further information: www.aspr.ac.at 

 

World Civil Society Forum on strengthening international cooperation 

The World Civil Society Forum will be conducted 14-19 July in the International Con-
ference Center in Geneva. This forum seeks to strengthen cooperation between civil 
society and international organizations. The internationally oriented forum covers a 
wide range of areas such as health, human rights, international humanitarian law, 
peace education, security, and information technologies. Courses and other activities 
will be organized before, during, and after the forum. The World Civil Society Forum 
especially focuses on organizations in developing countries.  

Further information: http://www.worldcivilsociety.org 

 

Peace education in camp  

The international foundation ”Wings of Hope“, is organizing a five-day camp in Bje-
lasnica, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 29 July to 2 August in cooperation with SFOR and other 
organizations. Young Serbs, Croats, and Bosnian Muslims as well as young people 
from the former Yugoslavia and other countries in Europe and overseas reflect on 
peaceful coexistence and opportunities to overcome the past.  

Further information: Wings of Hope, wohbh@bih.net.ba 

 

http://www.aspr.ac.at/sak2002.htm
http://www.aspr.ac.at/
http://www.worldcivilsociety.org/
mailto:wohbh@bih.net.ba
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HEKS street campaign: Forging peace 

Cambodian blacksmiths will tour Switzerland from 16 August to 21 September at 
the invitation of Swiss Interchurch Aid (HEKS). They will set up open-air workshops 
with forges and anvils in 14 cities. Such workshops are part of a HEKS program in 
Cambodia.  

Further information: HEKS, Tel: 01 361 66 00 

 

International conference on the federalism concept’s timeliness    

This international conference on federalism will meet 27-30 August at the University 
of St. Gallen in Switzerland. The topics are federalism and foreign policy, decentral-
ized state forms and conflict prevention, as well as separation of authority and fi-
nancial federalism. The conference offers a platform for an exchange of thoughts 
and experience between practitioners of federalism from politics and administration, 
scholars, and representatives of business, and other areas of society. 

Further information: http://www.federalism2002.ch/deutsch/a_0.htm 

 

Cinfo forum  

The fifth forum of the Swiss Center for Information, Counseling, and Education 
(Cinfo) will meet 7 September at the Kongresshaus in Biel, Switzerland. The Cinfo fo-
rum is a gathering place for people interested in international cooperation.  

Further information: http://www.cinfo.ch/deutsch/pagesnav/frames.htm 

 

SVM anniversary meeting: 10 years of “Mediation” in Switzerland 

The Swiss Association for Mediation (SVM) will celebrate a jubilee gathering 20-21 
September in the Vaudois town of Puidoux-Chexbres, Switzerland. Its topic will be 
“Conflicts in the Family – Conflicts in the World“. Speakers deeply rooted in conflict 
resolution will report on their experiences within the interdisciplinary range of con-
flict resolution and mediation. 

 Further information: SVM Secretariat, svm@dplanet.ch 

 

mailto:info@hekseper.ch
http://www.cinfo.ch/deutsch/pagesnav/frames.htm
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Training 

Intensive course for peacebuilding, globalization, and social justice 

The three-week training program 8-26 July in Cluj-Napoca, Romania, is open to all 
circles active in peacebuilding and conflict management, focusing on activity in 
the South’s developing countries. The “Transcend“ peace and development net-
work has organized the training sessions in cooperation with other organizations. 

Further information: http://www.transcend.org 

 

Workshop on strengthening policy and practice 

The international organization Responding to Conflict (RTC) will conduct a workshop 
15-19 July in Birmingham, England, for members of public agencies that work in ar-
eas with high tensions or conflicts.  The workshop will impart strategies for planning 
and developing peacebuilding programs. 

Further information at http://www.respond.org/spap1.html 

 

Preparatory training for OSCE missions 

Austria’s Study Center for Peace and Conflict Resolution (ASPR) offers two-week pre-
paratory courses for OSCE missions. The program – one with and international and 
cross-professional perspective – is oriented toward civilians who have already 
worked within the OSCE or are interested in an OSCE mission. Registration for the 
two-week courses in November must be completed by mid-August at: 
http://www.aspr.ac.at/mpt/application.htm.  

Further information: ASPR (sperl@aspr.ac.at) 
 

 

Publications 

New release: Peace Education 

What is peace education? Which specific principles underlie it? How is it interpreted 
in different countries? What do we know about its effectiveness? The book Peace 
Education examines, analyses, and presents models and descriptions of peace edu-
cation. It classifies concepts and tests the most important psychological principles 
and practices of peace education. 

 Further information: http://click.topica.com/maaamL9aaSbmVa4qa2Bb/ 

 

 

http://www.transcend.org/
http://www.respond.org/spap1.html
http://www.aspr.ac.at/mpt/application.htm
mailto:sperl@aspr.ac.at
http://click.topica.com/maaamL9aaSbmVa4qa2Bb/
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Job Tip 

Carrying out pilot projects in Colombia, Israel/Palestine, and Sri Lanka 

The international project ”Nonviolent Peaceforce“ (NP) wants to send intervention 
groups into conflict areas from 2003 on to carry out peace activities there. Already 
this coming September NP wants to clarify what role one could play in Colombia, Is-
rael/Palestine, and Sri Lanka.  NP seeks volunteers who would prepare for and carry 
out such research trips in teams. Those interested can registered at Nonviolent 
Peaceforce, Christine Schweitzer (xschweitz@aol.com) 

Further information: www.nonviolentpeaceforce.org 

 

 

Web Tip 

Crisis Watch: Current conflict barometer  

Crisis Watch gathers information and analyses on current global hotspots. It offers a 
daily updated selection of articles and editorials from the international press in the 
form of brief abstracts with a link to the original articles. It also presents updated 
background reports on Fridays that permit readers to follow the global conflict situa-
tion week by week.  As a further service, Crisis Watch offers basic information files 
on the countries affected. Last but not least, texts are prepared on current peace ac-
tivities worldwide.  A well structured search function enables viewing past articles 
from the Crisis Watch archive on a specific country or topic.  

http://crisiswatch.barcelona2004.org/observatorio/home_i.htm 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:xschweitz@aol.com
http://www.nonviolentpeaceforce.org/
http://crisiswatch.barcelona2004.org/observatorio/home_i.htm
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	Lorenz Jakob joined the KOFF team as of 1 June and has assumed responsibility for the newsletter and Internet InfoMarket. Jakob studied mass communications and earned a diploma as an ISS web publisher. Tobias Hagmann, who has been responsible at KOFF for
	From Swiss NGOs
	Heavier burden for relief agencies in Gujarat

	The CARITAS relief agencie is confronted with dif
	With the support of a local partner, SWISSAID sup
	The massive violence between fundamentalist Hindus and Muslims during recent months in the Indian state of Gujurat has led to almost 1,000 deaths, thousands of injured, and, more than 40,000 homeless people.  Some 80% of the more than one billion Indians
	Further information: KOFF, Lorenz Jakob (lorenz.jakob@swisspeace.unibe.ch)
	SRC donates billion francs for new humanitarian projects

	The Swiss Red Cross \(SRC\) revamped its “Red �
	The SRC Humanitarian Foundation with headquarters in Berne remains a SRC institution but will not be active operationally itself. However, it will not finance only existing SRC programs but new projects related to blood and blood donation, humanitarian a
	Further information: SRC, Beat Wagner (beat.wagner@redcross.ch) �Website of SRC Humanitarian Foundation: www.hs-srk.ch
	New directions for FAST project

	The political early-warning system FAST – based w
	Further information: �FAST, Heinz Krummenacher (krummenacher@swisspeace.unibe.ch)
	The work of the Haiti-Switzerland platform

	Related to its efforts toward peacebuilding and nonviolent conflict resolution on Haiti, the KOFF has met with representatives of the Haiti-Switzerland platform (PFHS) and discussed peacebuilding within development cooperation.
	The Haiti platform was founded in 1992 and includes 24 organizations involved in Haiti. They seek a lasting bond of solidarity and cooperation with Haiti. Their work divides into three major areas: membership information conveyed through a monthly bullet
	Further information:  PFHS, Claire-Lise Zaugg (rclzaugg@vtx.ch)
	Jesse Jackson calls for nonviolence in the Middle East

	The American civil-rights leader, Rev. Jesse Jackson, spoke in Berne in late June on peace prospects in the Middle East at the invitation of swisspeace. Jackson pleaded for a nonviolent approach rather than simply resorting to military solutions.  He cal
	The 61-year-old two-time candidate for the American presidency was active with Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., during the 1960s. Today too he is committed to nonviolence, opposes racism, and supports the cause of ethnic minorities through his self-help org
	Further information: �swisspeace, Ellen Bernhard (ellen.bernhard@swisspeace.unibe.ch)
	From Swiss Government Agencies
	PCIA first step in new SDC strategy in Ecuador

	The Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation (SDC) conducted its first peace and conflict impact assessment (PCIA) in Ecuador in February and March. Ecuador was chosen because the SDC is preparing a new strategy for the next three to five years. Its 
	The PCIA was conducted in two steps to prepare fo
	Further information: SDC, Peter Spycher (peter.spycher@deza.admin.ch)
	DFA commits itself to dialog in Middle East

	Switzerland wants to see international humanitarian law enforced better in the Middle East and is proposing an international political dialog on this as well as an international mechanism to monitor compliance. Dialog topics could be: security and access
	Further information: http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/recent/press/06#0010
	Stronger SDC commitment in Middle East

	The SDC is expanding its commitment in the Middle East (Mashreq). The financial framework for development cooperation and humanitarian aid will be increased from about SFr. 20 to 24 million in 2002 in comparison with last year. The current program will
	The goal of SDC activities in the Middle East is to support regional efforts to create democratic and sustainable structures and to make a contribution for an economic upswing and broad-based public participation. This should be achieved by enabling marg
	Further information: SDC, Günther Bächler \(gu�
	25 years of additional protocols to Geneva Conventions of 1949

	The 25-year anniversary of additional protocols t
	Further information: DFA, Daniel Haener (daniel.haener@eda.admin.ch)
	International
	British NGOs’ new PCIA project

	The three British internationally active nonprofit organizations (NGOs) International Alert, Saferworld, and FEWER have launched a new project in connection with PCIA. The project aims to compile information from scholarship and practical experience on
	An international board will monitor the project.  It will include scholarly experts as well as representatives of NGOs and donor organizations. Swisspeace is also represented on the board. The project is currently being funded by the Canadian government
	Further information: Eugenia Lopez (epiza-lopez@international-alert.org)
	Peacebuilding cooperation between EU and ACP states

	The European Union \(EU\) and the African, Car�
	The EU Council wants to pursue a strategy of “con
	EU Council “development” decisions can be downloa
	Civil societies and UN should improve cooperation

	The United Nations (UN) and civil societies in regions that are threatened by conflicts should cooperate more closely. Regional steering organizations should also be created to hold conferences in the regions and to cultivate contact with the UN at the
	The platform activities trace back to an initiati
	The ”European Platform for Conflict Prevention an
	Further information: �European Platform for Conflict Prevention and Transformation, Paul van Tongeren: info@conflict-prevention.net�Report by Kofi Annan: www.un.org/Docs/sc/reports/2001/574e.pdf
	Conference Reports
	Swisspeace Annual Conference: Policy must become more coherent
	The annual swisspeace conference met at Schloss H
	“Berne is a center for shaping humanitarian peace
	The call at the meeting for a more coherent peace policy was loud. Speakers said that individual policy areas and nongovernmental peacebuilding must be harmonized with each other, while joint and comprehensive guidelines will have to be created.  The eve
	Further information: swisspeace, Lorenz Jakob (lorenz.jakob@swisspeace.unibe.ch)
	Second conference of Afghan civil society in Kabul

	The “Afghan Civil Society Forum” \(ACSF\) init�
	Conference participants – one third of them women
	Women’s rights should also be strengthened.  Repr
	Further information:�ACSF, Bernhard Bircher, bernhard.bircher@swisspeace.unibe.ch�Conference recommendations are found at www.swisspeace.ch.
	CODEP conference: War and peace trends in 21st century

	The annual conference of the “Conflict, Developme
	More than 130 international participants from the fields of peace, human rights, and development cooperation took part in the event. They discussed issues on the identity of regions, states, and societies in the 21st century, but they also treated topics
	Further information: KOFF, Christopher Tütsch \�
	Events Calendar
	Europe makes peace: The Austrian role
	The 19th international summer academy of the Austrian Center for Peace and Conflict- Resolution Studies met 7-13 July at Burg Schlaining, Austria, to discuss peace- and security-policy issues in a Europe newly emerging at the outset of the 21st century.
	Further information: http://www.aspr.ac.at/sak2002.htm
	Conference in Stadtschlaining: Europe as a Peaceful Power

	Three organizations joined in leading an internat
	Further information: www.aspr.ac.at
	World Civil Society Forum on strengthening international cooperation

	The World Civil Society Forum will be conducted 14-19 July in the International Conference Center in Geneva. This forum seeks to strengthen cooperation between civil society and international organizations. The internationally oriented forum covers a wid
	Further information: http://www.worldcivilsociety.org
	Peace education in camp

	The international foundation ”Wings of Hope“, is 
	Further information: Wings of Hope, wohbh@bih.net.ba
	HEKS street campaign: Forging peace

	Cambodian blacksmiths will tour Switzerland from 16 August to 21 September at the invitation of Swiss Interchurch Aid (HEKS). They will set up open-air workshops with forges and anvils in 14 cities. Such workshops are part of a HEKS program in Cambodia
	Further information: HEKS, Tel: 01 361 66 00
	International conference on the federalism concep

	This international conference on federalism will meet 27-30 August at the University of St. Gallen in Switzerland. The topics are federalism and foreign policy, decentralized state forms and conflict prevention, as well as separation of authority and fin
	Further information: http://www.federalism2002.ch/deutsch/a_0.htm
	Cinfo forum

	The fifth forum of the Swiss Center for Information, Counseling, and Education (Cinfo) will meet 7 September at the Kongresshaus in Biel, Switzerland. The Cinfo forum is a gathering place for people interested in international cooperation.
	Further information: http://www.cinfo.ch/deutsch/pagesnav/frames.htm
	SVM anniversary meeting: 10 years of “Mediation” 

	The Swiss Association for Mediation \(SVM\) wi�
	Further information: SVM Secretariat, svm@dplanet.ch
	Training
	Intensive course for peacebuilding, globalization, and social justice
	The three-week training program 8-26 July in Cluj

	Further information: http://www.transcend.org
	Workshop on strengthening policy and practice

	The international organization Responding to Conflict (RTC) will conduct a workshop 15-19 July in Birmingham, England, for members of public agencies that work in areas with high tensions or conflicts.  The workshop will impart strategies for planning 
	Further information at http://www.respond.org/spap1.html
	Preparatory training for OSCE missions

	Austria’s Study Center for Peace and Conflict Res
	Further information: ASPR (sperl@aspr.ac.at)
	Publications
	New release: Peace Education

	What is peace education? Which specific principles underlie it? How is it interpreted in different countries? What do we know about its effectiveness? The book Peace Education examines, analyses, and presents models and descriptions of peace education. I
	Further information: http://click.topica.com/maaamL9aaSbmVa4qa2Bb/
	Job Tip
	Carrying out pilot projects in Colombia, Israel/Palestine, and Sri Lanka

	The international project ”Nonviolent Peaceforce“
	Further information: www.nonviolentpeaceforce.org
	Web Tip
	Crisis Watch: Current conflict barometer

	Crisis Watch gathers information and analyses on current global hotspots. It offers a daily updated selection of articles and editorials from the international press in the form of brief abstracts with a link to the original articles. It also presents up
	http://crisiswatch.barcelona2004.org/observatorio/home_i.htm

