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News from the Center for Peacebuilding  

Southern Europe Info Circle 

Another meeting of the Southern Europe Info Circle took place at the Center for 
Peacebuilding (KOFF) on 15 August. Representatives from the Swiss Federal De-
partment of Foreign Affairs (DFA) Political Division IV (PA IV), DFA’s Agency for De-
velopment and Cooperation (SDC), and various nongovernmental organizations 
(NGOs) exchanged experiences on the topic of reconciliation.  

The concepts of “peace” and “reconciliation” were tackled during the first part, in-
volving discussion input from a communications scholar, Dr. Yahya Bajwa. The con-
cepts proved to be complex structures that differ.  The group also discussed the pre-
conditions needed for reconciliation processes to occur. In a second part participants 
shed light on how they are taking part in reconciliation processes in their daily work 
and what contributions they can make. 

The Southern Europe Info Circle’s next meeting takes place in mid-November and 
will build on the mid-August meeting. Those taking part will discuss their personal 
roles in reconciliation processes including specific successes and failures.  

Further information: Natascha Zupan: zupan@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

Positive feedback on the KOFF Newsletter 

At the start of July KOFF invited its newsletter readership to critique the monthly 
publication. By the end of August about 50 responses had come in, and the results 
show an encouraging picture.  The newsletter attained an overall rating of 7.6 on a 
scale of 10. Content and layout satisfied the large majority of readers, though some 
assessed the content as not current enough. The “Events” and “NGOs” columns 
created the most interest, while conference reports were the least read items. The 
average time devoted to reading amounted to a bit more than 10 minutes. 

We conclude from the feedback that the newsletter is appreciated and meets a 
need.  In order to fulfill the desire for greater timeliness, we will publish specific arti-
cles as well as the ”Events“, ”Training“, and ”Publications“ columns on our website 
before the printed version appears. We point out that it is still possible to offer us 
feedback at www.swisspeace.ch/html/koff/feedback_newsletter_e.htm 

Further information: KOFF, Lorenz Jakob: lorenz.jakob@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:zupan@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/html/koff/feedback_newsletter_e.htm
mailto:lorenz.jakob@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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News from Swiss NGOs 

HEKS warns against Swiss indecisiveness in Zimbabwe 

The Swiss Interchurch Aid (HEKS) wants Switzerland to pursue a greater peace-policy 
commitment in Zimbabwe. Aside from humanitarian aid in Zimbabwe, Switzerland is 
hardly present and is missing a good opportunity there. HEKS warns against indeci-
siveness while the Mugabe government remains in power. It is not just Mugabe that 
should be held responsible for the current disastrous economic situation and prob-
lematic land reform. In this respect, the relief agency seeks a discussion with DFA.    

HEKS cooperates with regional NGOs in Zimbabwe but not with the Zimbabwe gov-
ernment.  The agency performs emergency aid with the Confederation’s support and 
carries out peacebuilding as well as nutritional security projects with other NGOs 
and local partners. 

Further information: HEKS, Andreas Loebell: loebell@hekseper.ch,  Tel. 01/368 66 43 

 

Swiss Zimbabwe policy: Hunger aid and sanctions  

The DFA has authorized about SFr. 3 million for distribution of food in southern Af-
rica and especially in Zimbabwe since the beginning of the year.  

Travel and financial sanctions were imposed against 20 Zimbabwe government offi-
cials during March.  These were extended to 72 people during August. The EU, USA, 
Finland, and Norway had previously imposed the same sanctions. 

Switzerland recognizes the need to carry out land reform in Zimbabwe. Yet expro-
priations may only occur in keeping with international law.  

According to Zimbabwe land reform, 2,900 white farmers should have left their 
farms by mid-August.  Roughly 5,000 farms had already been expropriated at that 
point. The 13 Swiss farms in Zimbabwe are partially occupied at present, and a few 
farmers have had to leave their farms in the meantime due to threats of violence.  

Further information:  
DFA, Marion Weichelt: Marion.Weichelt@eda.admin.ch,Tel. 031/324 16 41 

 

 

Ecumenical escort program starts voluntary work in Middle East 

Some 12 volunteers from four countries have been accompanying Israeli and Pales-
tinian members of human-rights organizations during their nonviolent campaigns 
since August. The volunteers have been working since the end of 2001 in connection 
with the Ecumenical Accompaniment Program of Palestine and Israel (EAPPI) 
founded by the Ecumenical Council of Churches (ECC).  EAPPI volunteers’ commit-
ments last three to 12 months and involve intensive training preparations.  The vol-
unteers are being engaged on site by Palestinian churches and NGOs. Various Swiss 
agencies, committed for years in the conflict area, are organized within the EAPPI.  

mailto:loebell@hekseper.ch
mailto:Marion.Weichelt@eda.admin.ch
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These include Mission 21, the relief agency of the Swiss Protestant Churches (HEKS), 
the Christian Peace Service (CPS), and Horyzon, the international collaboration of 
the Christian youth organization Cevi Switzerland.  

Further information: Emile Stricker: e.stricker@operamail.com,  Tel. 062/296 62 68 

 

Common roof for Swiss monitoring programs 

The ”Ecumenical Accompaniment Program of Palestine and Israel“ (EAPPI) should 
work in the future under the roof of Peace Watch Switzerland (PWS). PWS organizes 
peace-policy deployments at the international level and coordinates their tasks in 
Switzerland. The group recruits volunteers, trains them, deploys them in conflict re-
gions, and supports them after their return by making their experiences available to 
others. At present PWS monitors the CORSAM Project, which organizes volunteer 
deployment to peace camps in Chiapas, Mexico. In addition to CORSAM and the 
Palestine project, PWS also wants to get involved in other projects in the future.  
There have been past inquieries from other areas in Mexico as well as Guatemala. 

 Further information: Kathrin Hugentobler, PWS coordination:  
corsam@pop.dataway.ch, Tel. 01/272 27 88   

 

 

Ten Afghan women at Expo 02 

Ten Afghan women entered a discussion at the Swiss national exposition (Expo 02) 
in late August with representatives of Swiss organisations August supporting recon-
struction in Afghanistan. The panel focused on how specific concerns of Afghan 
women could be implemented. Staff from the Swiss Agency for Development and 
Cooperation (SDC) and various NGOs took part at the event in connection with the 
weekly topic of peace. The Afghan Civil Society Forum (ACSF)/swisspeace and the 
SDC organised the gathering.   

Further information: ACSF, Maren Haartje: maren.haartje@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

Afghans report on their living conditions 

Five Afghan guests reported in Berne at the end of August at an Afghan Civil Society 
Forum (ACSF)/swisspeace event on the everyday situation in Afghanistan. The event 
especially shed light on the status of women, youth, and those returning from exile 
as well as the current situation in schooling and education. ACSF also reported on its 
reconstruction role in Afghanistan.  

Further information: ACSF, Susanne Schmeidl: schmeidl@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

mailto:emile@horyzon.ch
mailto:corsam@pop.dataway.ch
mailto:maren.haartje@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:schmeidl@swisspeace.unibe.ch


 
 
Newsletter 06/2002 5 K O F F   

Peace Brigades return to Guatemala 

After a three-year absence, Peace Brigades International (PBI) is returning to Gua-
temala.  PBI will first monitor and analyze the situation with a two-person team on 
site.  Then it will work with other international organizations to develop projects for 
joint international presence and protective escorts. The team should be reinforced by 
summer 2003 with volunteers who are committed to at least one year’s duty.  PBI 
would fulfill the requests of Guatemalan organizations in this manner.  

Further information: www.peacebrigades.org/guatemala.html  

 
 

News from Swiss Government Agencies 

Swiss peacebuilding specialists in Sudan 

Switzerland is supporting the truce in the Nuba Mountains within central Sudan with 
staff and funding. Swiss players are now engaged in implementing and monitoring 
the truce agreement. Four members of DFA’s expert pool for civil peacebuilding are 
involved in the international  ”Joint Monitoring Mission“ (JMM). The Swiss adminis-
ter finances, organize logistics, lead one of five monitoring sectors, and are respon-
sible for news media and information tasks.  Two Swiss outside the JMM coordinate 
the UN humanitarian campaigns. The truce in the Nuba Mountains between the Su-
danese government and the opposition Sudanese People's Liberation Movement 
(SPLM) took effect at the start of 2002 after mediation by Switzerland and the USA.  

Further information: Thomas Jenatsch, JMM: tjenatsch@hotmail.com 

 

Truce in Sudan extended after positive balance 

The balance on the course of the current truce between the Sudanese government 
and the opposition Sudanese People's Liberation Movement (SPLM) in the Nuba 
Mountains has turned out very positively. Under the aegis of the ”Joint Monitoring 
Mission“ (JMM), both parties have withdrawn from almost all offensive positions 
and demilitarized other areas. Villages cut off by the war have been provided seed, 
field equipment, and food. People and goods can circulate freely for the most part.  

Due to the positive balance, the truce agreement was extended for another six 
months in July. The main assignment for the JMM’s second mandate is to build up a 
police corps that includes the SPLM as well as to disarm paramilitary groups. Tradi-
tional forums to transform conflicts between settled Nubian farmers and nomad 
Arab livestock breeders should also be resumed, and mined strips of land should be 
cleared. Almost parallel to extension of the JMM mission, representatives of the Su-
danese government and the SPLM signed a basic agreement in Machakos, Kenya, in 
which a schedule for peace dialogs and guidelines were defined.  

Further information: Thomas Jenatsch, JMM: tjenatsch@hotmail.com 

http://www.peacebrigades.org/guatemala.html
mailto:tjenatsch@hotmail.com
mailto:tjenatsch@hotmail.com
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Diplomats and nongovernmental players discuss civil peacebuilding 

About 100 Swiss diplomats and the same number of representatives from relief 
agencies, churches, and other peace-policy circles met at this year’s ambassadorial 
conference at the end of August. The meeting at Expo.02 in Morat focus discussion 
on new paths for civil peacebuilding. The event’s goal was to strengthen coopera-
tion between Swiss diplomats and civil society forces dealing with peacebuilding is-
sues. The dialog was intended to show the extent to which experiences differ and 
how this may be of use in the work of other players. 

Federal Counciller Joseph Deiss stressed during a discussion panel ending the event 
that peacebuilding represents a Swiss foreign-policy priority. He envisions a “coher-
ent and convincing concept“ that should raise the commitment of Swiss peace pol-
icy. The event was organised by swisspeace on behalf of the Swiss Federal Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs (DFA). 

Further information: swisspeace, Ellen Bernhard: bernhard@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

Ministerial meeting of the ”Human Security Network“ 

The fourth annual ministerial meeting of the “Human Security Network” took place 
in early July in Santiago de Chile. Switzerland took part in the meeting with a dele-
gation headed by Secretary of State Franz von Däniken. Topics at the center of dis-
cussion included:  

• Education in the area of human rights and international humanitarian law 
• Applying human-security perspectives in public-security policies  
• Developing a human-security index that permits recognizing threats to hu-

man security at an early stage and taking related steps to counter them.  

A meeting also took place on the topic of dialog with NGOs and academic institu-
tions.  

The network supports initiatives in the area of human security and seeks new op-
tions for protecting people from effects of violent conflicts.  Switzerland will concen-
trate in the future on strengthening international humanitarian law, contact with 
armed nongovernmental players, as well as the role of multinational firms in conflict 
situations. Besides Switzerland, network members include Austria, Canada, Chile, 
Greece, Ireland, Jordan, Mali, the Netherlands, Norway, Slovenia, South Africa, and 
Thailand. The next ministerial meeting will take place in Graz, Austria, during May 
2003. 

Further information: Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA), Urs Beer: 
urs.beer@eda.admin.ch 
Conference conclusions can be downloaded at: www.humansecuritynetwork.org. 

 
 

mailto:bernhard@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:urs.beer@eda.admin.ch
http://www.humansecuritynetwork.org/
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International 

Raw-material concerns should disclose their payments 

Multinational concerns that extract oil, gas, and other resources should disclose 
what they pay the governments involved in fees, licenses, taxes, and other funds.  
This demand was voiced by the international financier George Soros and more than 
40 NGOs. The "Publish-What-You-Pay" campaign should allow citizens of the coun-
tries affected to make their governments accountable for distribution of funds.  

According to Soros, the largest concerns pay trillions of dollars each year to coun-
tries rich in raw materials such as Angola and Nigeria. Yet only a small portion of 
citizens share in enjoying this revenue, due to corruption and mismanagement. Se-
cret payments encourage the ruling elite to embezzle money instead of investing it 
in long-term development.  

Further information: www.publishwhatyoupay.org/ 

 

Declaration of Berne: ”The raw-material concerns should assume responsibility“ 

The Declaration of Berne (DoB) has supported the ”Publish-What-You-Pay“ cam-
paign to date in Switzerland. “The major raw-materials companies should finally as-
sume responsibility,“ insists Andreas Missbach of the DoB.  The disclosure principle 
might also put a brake on payment of bribes. Moreover, it would make transparent 
how much tax the concerns pay in developing countries. Though the campaign only 
has the character of an appeal, it is hoped that a corresponding legal basis will be 
anchored in the future.  

Further information: Andreas Missbach: amissbach@evb.ch, Tel. 01/277 70 07   

 

 

Denmark’s EU Council presidency aims at conflict prevention 

The Danish government considers conflict prevention a significant task for its presi-
dency of the European Union Council during the second half of 2002. Civilian meas-
ures in conflicts are just as important as military means, the Danes write in the pro-
gram regarding their presidency of the EU Council.  The presidency will strive to as-
sure that a balanced relationship prevails between military and civilian resources. 
The EU has a wide range of tools at its disposal to help prevent violent conflicts. 
These tools must now be used in a proper and coherent manner.  Furthermore, a 
better economic integration of developing countries in world trade is of essential 
importance for peace, the Danish program states.  

The Danish EU presidency program can be downloaded at 
www.eu2002.dk/programme/default.asp 

 

http://www.publishwhatyoupay.org/
mailto:amissbach@evb.ch
http://www.eu2002.dk/programme/default.asp
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UN report shows worldwide deficit for democratizing 

Despite worldwide striving to democratize, many countries have fallen back into 
forms of authoritarian rule, and there are growing signs of economic and social pov-
erty.  The UN Development Program (UNDP) makes this finding in its report on hu-
man development. Theoretically the world is more democratic than ever in the past, 
the analysis states, for 140 countries indicate a multi-party system.  And since 1980 
81 countries have taken “significant steps toward democratizing.”  During this pe-
riod 33 military juntas have been replaced by civil governments.  

On the other hand, the report detects grave shortcomings: Only in 82 countries with 
57% of the world population does a functioning democracy protect human rights, a 
free press, and an independent justice system.  Yet in 106 countries important citi-
zenship and basic political freedoms are still limited. The UNDP report also identifies 
disturbing deficits for democracy in several international institutions, namely the 
World Trade Organization (WTO), the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and the 
World Bank.  

The report can be downloaded at www.undp.org/hdr2002/ 

 

SFr. 52 million for the UNDP 

The UN Development Program (UNDP) is the most important UN organization for 
development cooperation. Its supreme goal is the war on poverty. From Switzer-
land’s standpoint, the UNDP is one of the most vital pillars for multilateral develop-
ment cooperation. The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) is re-
sponsible for cooperation with the program.  The Federal Council decided in March 
that Switzerland would make SFr. 52 million available to the UNDP for the current 
year.  

 

 

New website for European Convention 

The European Convention has operated its own website for a short while.  The Con-
vention has existed since the beginning of 2002 and united representatives of gov-
ernments, national parliaments, the European Parliament, and the European Com-
mission. The Convention aims to propose a framework and structure that does jus-
tice to development worldwide, the needs of European  citizens, and the continuing 
expansion of the European Union. 

Website for European Convention: http://european-convention.eu.int/index.asp 

 
 

http://www.undp.org/hdr2002/
http://european-convention.eu.int/index.asp
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Events 

SDC workshop on ”Globalization and Africa“ 

A seminar of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) on “Global-
ization and Africa” will take place 5-6 September at the Hotel BildungsZentrum 21 
in Basel. It concerns Africa’s role in connection with open markets, deregulation, and 
privatization. 

Further information: http://194.230.65.134/dezaweb2/frame_ie.asp 

 

 

OSCE meeting on human dimension 

The Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) “Implementation 
Meeting on the Human Dimension“ will take place in Warsaw 9-19 September.  This 
largest human-rights conference for all Europe will review international obligations 
during the first week. The second week will feature discussion on voting procedures 
and trafficking in human beings. Human-rights directors of member states are also 
invited to attend the closing plenary session, whereby the meeting seeks to increase 
its appeal for NGOs.  

Program and further information: www.osce.org/odihr/hdim2002/ 

 

 

Conflict transformation: How to do it? 

A seminar on the topic of conflict transformation will be conducted at the Royal Op-
era House Theatre in London on 11 September. It will present current conflict trans-
formation techniques, document field cases, and show how transformation tech-
niques can be acquired. In the evening a “Transforming September 11th” concert will 
be held in connection with the day’s seminar.  

Further information: rose@oxfordresearchgroup.org.uk  

 

 

Peace vigil at the International Day of Peace 

During the past year the UN General Assembly declared 21 September to be the In-
ternational Day of Peace. A small group representing various religions and belief sys-
tems appeal to the world to hold a “peace vigil” on this date.  

Further information: www.idpvigil.com 

 

http://194.230.65.134/dezaweb2/frame_ie.asp?bgstyle=bg_homepage
http://www.osce.org/odihr/hdim2002/
mailto:rose@oxfordresearchgroup.org.uk
http://www.idpvigil.com/
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Volunteer peace deployment and human-rights observation 

Peace Brigades International (PBI) and Peace Watch Switzerland/CORSAM will con-
duct information afternoons at the end of September on possibilities of engagement 
in Mexico, Colombia, and Indonesia: on 21 September at the Käfigturm in Berne and 
on 28 September at the Volkshaus in Zurich (each from 1 to about. 6 p.m.). Peace 
Watch will conduct an event on 5 October from 1:30 to 5 p.m. at the Centre régional 
d'Amnesty International in Lausanne. The next PBI introductory weekend will take 
place 26-27 October at the Zofingen youth hostel.  

Info and registration PBI Switzerland: pbich@bluewin.ch 

 

 

Rebuilding society after conflicts: Lessons learned and best practice 

The Wilton Park Conference of the English Conflict and Humanitarian Affairs De-
partment will take place at Wiston House in southern England  from 30 September 
to 4 October.  It focuses on rebuilding societies after conflicts. 

Further information: www.wiltonpark.org.uk 

 

 

What could  development cooperation do to combat terrorism? 

An international workshop discussion will take place 8-10 November in Loccum near 
Hannover.  It will ask what development cooperation could do to combat terrorism, 
what concepts and tools are suitable, and what expectations could be linked to it?  
Co-hosts for the event are the German Society for Technical Cooperation (GTZ) and 
the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC).  

Further information: SDC, Günther Bächler, guenther.baechler@deza.admin.ch 

 

 

“Qualification for transforming civil conflict" study day 

The United Action in Service for Peace (AGDF) and the Civil Peace Service Forum in-
vite the public to a second ”Qualification for transforming civil conflict“ study day.  
At the same time, the November 1999 standards for qualification content should be 
updated and added standards developed for quality control and a demand profile of 
trainers.  The goal is to network the ever-growing number of players in the qualifica-
tion area for transforming civil conflicts.  It should also start a more intensive ex-
change of experience. The study day occurs in Kassel on 3 December. Registrations 
are welcome until 30 September.  

Further information: AGDF, Dagmar Burtschell: agdf@friedensdienst.de  

mailto:pbich@bluewin.ch
http://www.wiltonpark.org.uk/
mailto:guenther.baechler@deza.admin.ch
mailto:agdf@friedensdienst.de
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Training 

“Peace for People on Earth“ seminar series 

The New Labor Party (PdA), North-South Coordination, and the Group for Switzer-
land without an Army (GSoA) is organizing the ”Peace for People on Earth“ fall 
seminar series. Within this series an event will take place 25-26 October on the topic 
of peace policy.  A seminar on the Palestine-Israel topic will be conducted on 29-30 
November. The seminars will take place in the Hotel BildungsZentrum at Missionss-
trasse 21 in Basel.  Each begins on a Friday evening with two presentations that  
serve as themes for discussion and Saturday workshops.  

Further information: GSoA Basel office, Tel. 061/373 92 59 fdmae@gmx.ch 

 

 

Modular training for mediation, 2002 - 2004 

The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) is organizing modular 
training sessions on mediation, October 2002 – 2004.  These training sessions im-
part knowledge and know-how – beginning by an introduction into mediation proc-
ess including its application in society and institutions to conflict transformation in 
the intercultural sphere (migration) and international cooperation. The training is di-
rected toward SDC staff and other administrative positions as well as Swiss NGO 
staff.  Interested private people are also welcome.  The basic mediation course be-
gins on 28 October 2002. 

Further information: www.deza.admin.ch/ausbildung 

 

 

Belgian course for field diplomacy and conflict impact assessment  

A Belgian NGO, Field Diplomacy Initiative (FDI), is offering two training courses in 
January 2003. The course on field diplomacy takes place 20-24 January and the one 
on conflict impact assessment 27-29 January. Both training sessions will take place 
in Leuven, Belgium.  

Further information: www.fielddiplomacy.be 

 

 

mailto:fdmae@gmx.ch
http://www.deza.admin.ch/ausbildung
http://www.fielddiplomacy.be/
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Publications 

Book on the work of Peace Brigades International 

The Zurich publisher Rotpunkt Verlag is releasing the book Gewaltfrei stören – Ge-
walt verhindern: Die Peace Brigades International this fall. It is the German transla-
tion of Unarmed Bodyguards and represents the first comprehensive book on the 
work of Peace Brigades International (PBI). The authors, Liam Mahony and Luis En-
rique Eguren, describe the problems, opportunities, and successes of PBI work in 
Guatemala and other deployment countries.  

The book can be purchased at Verlag Rotpunkt (www.rotpunktverlag.ch) or at PBI 
Switzerland (pbich@bluewin.ch).  

 

 

DFA magazine: Islam as a threat? 

Islam is increasingly being perceived as a threat to Western civilization. The Swiss 
Department of Foreign Affairs’ magazine Switzerland in the World asks in its latest 
issue about the reasons and justification of this assessment.  

Further information: www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/publi/chglob/newiss.html 

 

 

Gender Mainstreaming in Peace Support Operations 

The British NGO International Alert has published a work entitled Gender
Mainstreaming in Peace Support Operations: Moving Beyond Rhetoric to Practice. 
The paper discusses the topic of gender within peacebuilding project

 

s.   

www.international-alert.org/women/GM%20in%20PSO.pdf 
 

 

Journal of Peacebuilding and Development 

The Journal of Peacebuilding and Development (JPD) is a new American journal ap-
pearing three times a year. It is committed to the area of conflicts, development, and 
peacebuilding.  It focuses on topics such as development in divided societies, the 
tense arena of social and economic policy, government violence and human rights, 
reconciliation and justice, globalization, and the economic viability of war and 
peace.  

Further information: Center for Global Peace, Betty Sitka: salima@american.edu  

 

 

http://www.rotpunktverlag.ch/
mailto:pbich@bluewin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/publi/chglob/newiss.html
http://www.international-alert.org/women/GM in PSO.pdf
mailto:(salima@american.edu
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Web Tip 

Forum for better understanding between parties to conflict 

The Japan Center for Conflict Prevention (JCCP) operates an electronic dialog forum 
with the aim of contributing to better mutual understanding between parties to con-
flicts. Opinions, proposals on conflict transformation, or peace offers for 17 regions 
or topics can be checked and entered. The regions include the Northern Territories, 
Korean peninsula, Taiwan Straits, Spratley Islands, Mindanao, South Pacific, East 
Timor, Indonesia, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Kashmir, Central Asia, Chechnya, Balkans, 
Palestine, Africa’s Great Lakes Region, as well as the topic USA und Terrorism. A 
new newsletter compiled monthly also appears on the Japanese Center’s pages.   

Website: http://www.dwcw.org/ 
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