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News from the Center for Peacebuilding  

First KOFF roundtable on Central Asia 

The first KOFF roundtable on Central Asia took place at the Center for Peacebuilding 
(KOFF) on 5 September. Those present included representatives of non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs), university institutes, the Swiss Agency for Development and 
Cooperation (SDC), and various divisions of the Swiss Department of Foreign Affairs 
(DFA). 

During the first part, a discussion on Central Asian civil society took place after a 
presentation by Dr. Shirin Akiner of the London «School of Oriental and African 
Studies». Those present analysed in detail the conditions under which the new Cen-
tral Asian states emerged during the 1990s. In a second part, the participants ex-
changed input on their work and the difficulties they face in their respective peace-
building programs. The next KOFF roundtable on Central Asia will take place at the 
end of November.  

Further information: KOFF, Mô Bleeker: bleeker@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

KOFF working group tackles PCIA topic 

The fourth meeting of the KOFF working group “peacebuilding and international co-
operation“ took place at the start of September. It focused this time on ”peace and 
conflict impact assessments“ (PCIA). KOFF gave a general overview about PCIA 
methods, and initial “lessons learned“. Then Caritas presented the PCIA of its recon-
struction program in Bosnia and Kosovo, and Helvetas discussed its PCIA experi-
ences in Kyrgyzistan. Two of the five PCIAs that the SDC has conducted to date were 
also introduced. These concerned assessments on Ecuador and Macedonia. 

 

The presentations made clear how varied PCIA methods and processes can be and 
how they can be adapted according to the needs and goals of individual organiza-
tions.  

 

Members of the working group later discussed how PCIA methods could be devel-
oped further. They decided that KOFF will review the topic in one year to analyze 
how the results of these PCIAs have been implemented.   

Further information and requests for  KOFF Fact Sheet on PCIA: 
KOFF, Natascha Zupan: zupan@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

 

mailto:bleeker@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:zupan@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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KOFF roundtable on Angola 

The sixth KOFF roundtable on Angola took place at the Center for Peacebuilding in 
mid-September on the topic of the private sector’s role in Angola. Simon Taylor, di-
rector of the British NGO Global Witness, focused his input on the role of interna-
tional oil and financial companies. He said the lack of transparency was encouraging 
total plundering of oil resources by corrupt elite groups, which burdens the still frag-
ile peace process in Angola. Taylor warned of a great danger that these cleptocratic 
elite groups are enriching themselves even more brazenly during peacetime. 

 

The event stirred up avid interest. About 30 representatives from the administration, 
NGOs, and Swiss enterprises active in Angola took part. The next discussion round 
on Angola is expected to take place at the end of the year.  

Further information: KOFF, Roland Dittli: dittli@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

KOFF event on nonviolent conflict transformation in Israel and Palestine 

 
A discussion event on peacebuilding in the Middle East took place for the second 
time at KOFF in early September. This time methods and experiences in striving for 
nonviolent conflict transformation and peace education in Israel and Palestine took 
center stage. Zoughbi Zoughbi, director of the Palestinian Conflict Resolution Center 
- Wi'am (Bethlehem), and David Hemdat, member of the board of the ADAM Insti-
tute for Democracy and Peace (Jerusalem) reported on their organizations’ work as 
well as on past experiences and future prospects. It became clear during the discus-
sion that distinctive strategies must be developed which adapt to social needs within 
Israel and the occupied Palestinian territories. It was also recognized that work on 
nonviolent conflict transformation strategies and support by outside players is 
needed more than ever. 

Further information:  
KOFF, Natascha Zupan: zupan@swisspeace.unibe.ch 
Palestinian Conflict Resolution Center - Wi'am: www.planet.edu/~alaslah  
ADAM Institute for Democracy and Peace: www.adaminstitute.org.il 

 

 

mailto:dittli@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:zupan@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.planet.edu/~alaslah
http://www.adaminstitute.org.il/
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Change of directors at KOFF 

Anita Müller from Zurich will assume the direction of the Center for Peacebuilding 
(KOFF) as of 1 October. She earned her doctorate in history and Arab studies and has 
worked in Switzerland during recent years at the Declaration of Berne as well as 
abroad at the Temporary International Presence in Hebron (TIPH). Most recently she 
was head of the regional office at the Pro Helvetia cultural foundation in Egypt. The 
former head of KOFF, Thania Paffenholz, will be responsible for ”Peacebuilding Re-
search and Advisory Services“ within swisspeace. 

Further information: KOFF, Anita Müller: anita.mueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 
 

APRED becomes 33rd KOFF supporting organisation 

The Center added a 33rd organization to its support-group list in early September: 
the ”Association for the Promotion, Respect, and Study of Demilitarization and Non-
militarization” (APRED). The NGO founded last year in western Switzerland is study-
ing non- and demilitarization processes in different countries and is making these 
findings available to the public. During the past year APRED published a first French 
language report. The report defined the political possibility of non-militarization and 
described each of the current 27 countries without armies. It also contains an over-
view of defense systems, and it briefly compares the quality of life in these countries. 
APRED is now preparing an information and network campaign for countries with-
out armies. The next APRED report should provide a synthesis presenting its peace 
policies in relevant fields of political and social life. 

Further information: APRED, Christophe Barbey: info@demilitarisation.org,  
www.demilitarisation.org/eng  

 
 

News from Swiss NGOs 

Peacebuilding project in Sri Lanka evaluated 

Sri Lankan specialists evaluated the peacebuilding project “Development and Peace 
Sri Lanka” (DPSL) during May and June. This project of the Swiss NGOs Helvetas and 
Swisscontact was launched in early 2000 in the eastern districts of Ampara and Bat-
ticaloa and is under SDC direction.  

The project evaluation stresses the project’s relevance: it corresponds to the major 
needs of the region. However, the networking and coordination of the various activi-
ties should be improved. According to the evaluation, start-up projects and trained 
persons must be provided long-term, systematic support in order to achieve a more 
sustainable mobilization of civil society. 

 

mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:info@demilitarisation.org
http://www.demilitarisation.org/eng
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The DPSL project provides technical and financial support to various activities of lo-
cal NGOs. These efforts aim to rehabilitate victims of war, promote enforcement of 
human rights, rebuild drinking water and sanitation facilities, and contribute to eco-
nomic development, especially of small enterprises. DPSL’s costs during the past 
three years amounted to SFr. 1 million. The project was extended until the end of 
2003. A three-year plan should be realized during this period.  

Further information: Helvetas, Remo Gesù: Remo.Gesu@helvetas.ch 

 

Modest Swiss presence despite urgent needs 

Swiss development cooperation in Sri Lanka is relatively modest. Swisscontact and 
Helvetas, which are supported by the SDC, are the only active organizations with a 
major presence at the moment. However, the situation in Sri Lanka would also re-
quire peacebuilding measures of international cooperation. This was concluded by  
the evaluation of the Helvetas and Swisscontact DPSL project. Additional efforts in 
peacebuilding, conflict resolution and human rights enforcement are just as indis-
pensable as increased access to secure drinking water and improved income possi-
bilities.  

Further information:  Helvetas, Remo Gesù: Remo.Gesu@helvetas.ch 

 

 

Women’s house of peace in Palestine  

The International Women's Peace Service (IWPS) is operating an international 
women’s house of peace in Haris/Salfit in Palestine since last August. Women from 
international civil society document and publish reports on the current situation, 
identify human-rights violations and to intervene in a nonviolent manner against 
them. The IWPS team consists of 16 trained women from eight countries. The 
women have each committed themselves to remain active as four-member teams at 
this site three months of the year for at least three years. The Haris area was chosen 
because the village lies at the foot of Ariel, the largest Israeli settlement in the West 
Bank and is surrounded by the military. 

 
IWPS is an independent NGO supported by donations and volunteers from civil soci-
ety. The project was founded in January 2002 and has a three years-budget totaling 
€250,000. 

Further information: IWPS, Dorothée Reutenauer: doreutenauer@hotmail.com,  
www.womenspeacepalestine.org 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Remo.Gesu@helvetas.ch
mailto:Remo.Gesu@helvetas.ch
mailto:doreutenauer@kssg.ch
mailto:doreutenauer@hotmail.com
http://www.womenspeacepalestine.org/
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6th mission report on the situation in Chiapas, Mexico 

The Swiss program to promote the peace process in Southern Mexico (Propaz Suiza-
Chiapas) has published its 6th report. It begins with recommendations for Swiss and 
Mexican agencies, sheds light on the human-rights situation, discusses the law on 
indigenous peoples, and raises questions about the status of the peace process. Or-
ganized according to these topics, the appendix contains summaries of talks con-
ducted with government agencies, church authorities, civil society organizations, 
and autonomous representatives. The observer mission has taken place in April. The 
report covers the situation until July and can be ordered in German and Spanish. 

Further information and orders: HEKS, Tildy Hanhart: hanhart@hekseper.ch 

 

 

International News 

Peace Support Group examines further support measures for Nepal 

The “Peace Support Group”, a group of international donors is examining possibili-
ties to optimize the contribution of the “Peace and Development Trust Fund”. This 
step proved to be necessary, as the situation in Nepal deteriorated since the break-
down of the negotiations between the government and Maoist rebels at the end of 
last year. 

The Peace Support Group emerged one year ago. Various donor countries jointly 
founded the “Fund for Peace and Development” under the aegis of the United Na-
tions Development Program (UNDP). The fund supports activities and capacities of 
local peace and human-rights groups in regions affected by the conflict. Switzerland 
is represented by the SDC. The current reviews are also supported by swisspeace 
(the Swiss Peace Foundation).  

Further information: Thania Paffenholz: paffenholz@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

Political support for greater transparency in trade of raw materials 

British Prime Minister Tony Blair wants to nudge raw-material concerns to disclose 
all their payments to governments of developing countries as part of an anti-
corruption initiative. Thus the British government is actively supporting pressure tac-
tics by the ”Publish-What-You-Pay“ campaign, a coalition of more than 60 interna-
tional NGOs. This coalition also welcomes Blair’s initiative but sees it as only a “first 
step”. Increased transparency can only be achieved by related legislation and not by 
taking part on a voluntary basis, as the initiative envisions. Five major oil concerns 
have joined the ”Publish-What-You-Pay“ campaign to date.  

Further information: www.publishwhatyoupay.org/ 

mailto:hanhart@hekseper.ch
mailto:paffenholz@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.publishwhatyoupay.org/
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Conference Reports 

Second international federalism conference in St. Gallen 

The second international federalism conference took place in St. Gallen at the end of 
August. More than 600 participants considered the future of federalism within a 
world in a state of flux. The special case of Cyprus was also discussed, and the fol-
lowing insights emerged:   

• A conflict that affects two parties is often more difficult to resolve than multi-
party conflicts. 

• Interventions from outside tend to be perceived negatively by those affected. 

• Mediation should be conducted in various political and social areas in order to 
find sustainable solutions. 

• In order to achieve a viable federalist structure, a national identity should be 
created.  

• Minorities should be perceived as bridges to other cultures.  

Further information: Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA), Marc 
George: marc.george@eda.admin.ch 

 

 

Swisspeace discussion on “The Middle East Conflict and Switzerland” 

A Middle East event organized by swisspeace took place on 26 September at the 
Kornhaus Forum in Berne. More than 70 representatives from politics, government, 
and civil society analyzed and discussed possibilities of Swiss actors to contribute to 
the peaceful transformation of the Israel-Palestinian conflict. After a presentation by 
Federal Councilor Joseph Deiss, a lively and constructive debate evolved on potential 
peacebuilding activities. All participants agreed that the event represented the start 
of a dialog process. Follow-up events are expected to be accentuated and concre-
tised on common ideas. 

Further information: swisspeace, Marco Buser: buser@swisspeace.uinibe.ch 

 

 

Civil conflict resolution in the shadow of terrorism 

Representatives of governmental and non-governmental organizations, mainly from 
Germany, have gathered on 25 – 27 September at the Evangelical Academy in Loc-
cum to discuss the topic of “civil conflict resolution in the shadow of terrorism”. The 
difficulties of the debate were highlighted by the fact, that no general definition of 
terrorism could be found. Yet participants concluded, that civil conflict resolution 
should not be sidelined by the fashionable topic of terrorism. Rather it is necessary 
to conduct a solid analysis of “violent players” in certain conflict countries. Partici-

mailto:marc.george@eda.admin.ch
mailto:buser@swisspeace.uinibe.ch
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pants also stressed that the situation has aggravated in many of the world’s conflict 
areas since 11 September 2001. This owes to the fact that many groups have now 
been labeled “terrorists”, and conflicts have become increasingly militarized by 
weapon deliveries to government forces in the course of the “international war on 
terror”. This polarization creates unfavorable preconditions for civil conflict resolu-
tion. Discussion also stressed the need to combat long-term root causes of terrorism 
such as poverty and injustice. 

Further information: Evangelische Akademie Loccum: www.loccum.de 

 

 

Events 

Nonviolent protective accompanying – Reports on experience from Mexico 

During one year, Karim Jah has worked as a volunteer for Peace Brigades Interna-
tional (PBI), accompanying local human-rights activists in Mexico. He will report on 
his experience in Zurich, Berne and Lucerne: on 3 October at the Volkshaus, Zurich, 
on 4 October at the Brasserie Lorraine in Berne, and on 5 October at the Barfüsser 
Center in Lucerne, in each case at 7:30 p.m.  

Further information: pbich@bluewin.ch 

 

Series of 2002 events of the Christian Peace Service 

The Christian Peace Service (cfd) is organising a series of events from 21 to 24 Octo-
ber in Berne, Zurich, and St. Gallen entitled ”einfältig – dreifältig vielfältig: Iden-
titätspolitiken in Israel”. Information events, seminars, and panel discussions with 
experts from Israel will focus on identities and images. 

Further information and program: www.cfd-ch.org/veransta.html 

 

A world without violence 

As part of the decade to overcome violence, an event entitled “a world without vio-
lence is possible” will take place 15-16 November at the Kartause education center 
in Ittingen. 

Further information and registration: tecum Bildungszentrum Kartause Ittingen: 
tecum@kartause.ch 

 

http://www.loccum.de/
mailto:pbich@bluewin.ch
http://www.cfd-ch.org/veransta.html
mailto:tecum@kartause.ch
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Training 

Training and workshop sessions in Norway 

The Norwegian “Centre for Peacebuilding and Conflict Management” (CCM) is con-
ducting various trainings and workshops in Oslo and Siggerud. An introduction 
course in peacebuilding and conflict management takes place 2 – 4 October, on jus-
tice, peacebuilding, and reconciliation 23 – 25 October. The Centre offers a work-
shop on peacebuilding, conflict management, and human rights 19 – 21 November, 
a “Training for Trainers” session 9 – 11 December. Finally CCM is organizing a two-
hours forum on 14 October, raising the issue if experiences of strengthening local 
communities in Afghanistan can be adopted in Africa.  

Further information: www.ccm.no/eng/upcoming.html 

 

Mediation meeting on 9 November in Berne 

The College for Social Work (HSA) in Berne is organizing a conference entitled 
“Neue Wege der Konfliktbearbeitung im privaten, öffentlichen und wirtschaftlichen 
Bereich” (“New routes in conflict transformation within the private, public, and 
business sectors“) at the Blumenberg Center in Berne on 9 November. The confer-
ence will give a general overview about the idea of mediation and refers to special-
ists in positions guiding conflict resolution.  

Further information: HSA Berne, Yvonne Hofstetter: yvonne.hofstetter@hsa.bfh.ch 

 

On-line course in civil conflict transformation 

The “European Network University”, an initiative of the University of Amsterdam 
and Center for Conflict Transformation at Britain’s Bradford University is organizing 
a four-week on-line course in conflict transformation 4 – 29 November. This course 
is designed for professionals who work in conflict areas and interested students. Fur-
ther on-line courses will take place next year. 

Further information: www.netuni.nl/demos/tcc/ 

 

Preparatory seminars for volunteer commitments in Mexico 

Peace Watch Switzerland (PWS) is organizing two preparatory seminars 8-10 No-
vember and 22-24 November for persons interested in a peace-policy commitment in 
Mexico.  

Further information: PWS, Kathrin Hugentobler: corsam@peacewatch.ch 

 

http://www.ccm.no/eng/upcoming.html
mailto:yvonne.hofstetter@hsa.bfh.ch
http://www.netuni.nl/demos/tcc/
mailto:corsam@peacewatch.ch
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Gender, conflict and development 

The Dutch ”Gender and Development Training Centre“ is organizing a course on 
“Gender, Identity, Conflict and Development” 1-14 December. The course seeks to 
deepen understanding of the link between gender, development, and conflict.  

Further information: www.gender-training.nl 

 

IFOR training 

The Swiss-german branch of the international fellowship of reconciliation (IFOR) is 
organising two series of training: 

• “Gewaltfreie Konfliktlösung im gesellschaftlichen Bereich”; Theory and prac-
tice in active non-violence efforts for peace and social justice on the level of so-
ciety. From 12 October – February 2003. 

• “Der Gewalt begegnen – konfliktfähig werden” (Encounter violence – ability to 
manage conflicts); Training from September 02 – June 2003. Participation in 
this course is still possible. 

Further information and registration: Forum für Friedenserziehung (IFOR), Tel/Fax: 
+41 (0)71 244´17´37, fff.ifor@bluewin.ch, www.friedenserziehung.ch 

 

 

Job Tip 

Project coordination and teamwork on conflict prevention at Saferworld 

The British research institute Saferworld is seeking one person each for project coor-
dination and project teamwork on the topic of conflict prevention. The first position 
should coordinate Saferworld’s activities at the Horn of Africa and strengthen ca-
pacities of the European Union. The second position should integrate conflict pre-
vention projects and perform accompanying research support.  Applications are ac-
cepted until 11 October. 

Address and further information: www.saferworld.org.uk/vaca.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gender-training.nl/
mailto:fff.ifor@bluewin.ch
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.saferworld.org.uk/vaca.htm
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Web Tip 

Information platform on conflicts in Africa 

The African Conflict Jou nal (ACJ) is an interactive Internet platform that wants to 
enable users to understand and discuss African conflicts. The platform offers data-
bank-guided current articles and information on all African countries, regions, and 
types of conflicts. ACJ also compiles a broad range of event calendars, literature ref-
erences, further resources, and exchange possibilities.  

r

Address of the African Conflict Journal: http://www.africanconflict.org 

 

 

Publisher: 
Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) / swisspeace 
Sonnenbergstrasse 17, CH - 3000 Bern 7 
Tel.: +41 (0)31 330 12 12 
Fax.: +41 (0)31 330 12 13 
Email: koff@swisspeace.ch 
Internet: www.swisspeace.org/koff 

The Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) is sponsored jointly by the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and the fol-
lowing Swiss NGOs: 
• Association for the study and practice of demilitarization and non-militarisation • Coalition of Development Organizations
• Baha'i • Bread for All • Brücke – Le pont • Caritas Switzerland • CASIN • Centre for Applied Studies in International Ne-
gotiations (CIMERA) • cfd – Christian Peace Service • cfd-Women’s Office • Forum for Peace Education • Group for Switzer-
land without an Army • HEKS • Helvetas • Hirondelle Foundation • Intercooperation • International Association for Human
Values • Interteam • Media Aid • Novartis Foundation for Sustainable Development • Peace Brigades International •

Pestalozzi Children's Village Foundation • Quakers’ United Nations Office • Swissaid • Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund •
Swiss Ecumenical Peace Program • Swiss Peace Council • Swiss Refugee Aid • Swiss League of Catholic Women • Swiss
Red Cross • Swiss Workers’ Relief Agency • Terre des Hommes, Switzerland • War-torn Societies Project (WSP) Interna-
tional • Women for Peace, Switzerland  

http://www.africanconflict.org/
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