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News from the Center for Peacebuilding  

Second KOFF Roundtable on Sudan 

Representatives of Swiss government institutions and nongovernmental organiza-
tions (NGOs) met at the Center for Peacebuilding on 17 October for their second Su-
dan roundtable discussion.  Marina Peter from “Sudan Focal Point Europe“ (see box) 
described and analyzed the current situation in an opening address on the 
"Machakos Protocol". Last July the Sudanese government and the Sudanese 
People's Liberation Movement had agreed on the principles of a possible peace 
process in this protocol. The presentation also explained the problem of resource dis-
tribution (oil). In a second step the roundtable participants raised the issue of peace-
building in Sudan. The focus was on action options for outside actors in the areas of 
”capacity building“, ”good governance“, and ”reconciliation“. These aspects also 
took center stage at the entire Sudanese Civil Society Forum, which met for the first 
time during early October in Entebbe, Uganda.  

Further information: KOFF, Christopher Tütsch: tuetsch@swisspeace.unibe.ch  

 

Sudan Focal Point  - public-relations work serving the Sudanese churches  

The Sudan Focal Point in Europe and its coordinator Marina Peter are part of the Su-
dan Ecumenical Forum (SEF), an international network of more than 80 relief agen-
cies and churches under the umbrella of the World Council of Churches (WCC). This 
forum was founded in 1994 to provide Sudanese churches the possibility of reaching 
the public and reporting on the despairing situation related to the civil war. At the 
end of 1999 the SEF declared its priority concerns to military attacks on civilians, vio-
lations of human rights linked to oil exploration, and pursing the right of self-
determination. Sudan Focal Points – which meanwhile has set up bases in Germany, 
Africa, and the USA – performs public-information, analysis, and lobbying tasks. It 
works closely with international NGOs and peace networks.  

Further information: KOFF, Christopher Tütsch: tuetsch@swisspeace.unibe.ch  

 

 

First roundtable session on Colombia 

The first roundtable discussion on Colombia took place at the Center for Peacebuild-
ing on 24 October. About 20 representatives of nongovernmental organizations 
(NGOs), national institutions, and solidarity groups discussed the drug problem as 
well as conflict situations and peace prospects in Colombia. Martin Jelsma from 
Transnational Institute (TNI) in Amsterdam gave a briefing on various aspects of the 
“Colombian Plan“ and on effects of the drug problem on conflict dynamics. Jelsma 
sees the drug problem as a central topic for conflict transformation strategies. He 
also formulated specific action proposals. While many countries attack their drug 
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problems through the ”damage limitation“ approach in the drug-consumption 
sphere, Jelsma suggests expanding damage limitation to drug production.   

During the event’s second half, participants discussed the impact of the current 
situation on daily work of development organizations and on options for action in 
the peacebuilding sphere. 

Further information: KOFF, Mô Bleeker: bleeker@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

KOFF analyzes the Propaz peacebuilding program in Chiapas 

During September Mô Bleeker Massard of the Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) trav-
eled to Guatemala with Markus Heiniger of the “Operations Sections and Expert 
Pool for Civil Peacebuilding” in Political Department IV (PA IV) of the Federal De-
partment of Foreign Affairs. During this trip Bleeker visited the Propaz Project, a 
peacebuilding program in Chiapas supported by various Swiss nongovernmental or-
ganizations (NGOs). Bleeker evaluated this program in connection with her Guate-
mala visit. Her report mainly analyzed viewpoints of local players and individual 
elements of the program. The report ties in these elements with other possible 
peacebuilding strategies in Chiapas.   

PA IV asked the Center at the beginning of the year to support the organization of a 
peacebuilding program for Guatemala. During a first step in March Bleeker compiled 
a report with an indigenous Guatemalan NGO including a conflict analysis and rec-
ommendations for PA IV. 

Further information: KOFF, Mô Bleeker: bleeker@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

News from Swiss NGOs 

Peace Council wants stricter control of small arms 

Within its campaign against small arms, the Swiss Peace Council launched a petition 
at the end of October that will circulate at least until the end of the year.  The peti-
tion calls on the Federal Council and Parliament to introduce an effective arms-
control policy.  The petition particularly requests that:  

• the right to acquire and possess arms be lifted, 
• soldiers no longer keep their service weapons at home, 
• small arms mustered out of the army be scrapped, 
• private weapons be collected, and  
• stricter control measures be implemented immediately.  

mailto:bleeker@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:bleeker@swisspeace.unibe.ch


 
 
Newsletter 08/2002 4 K O F F   

The Peace Council petition does not oppose Federal Council’s proposals related to 
ongoing revision of the weapons law. Rather it seeks to prevent proposals „being 
watered down by the gun lobby“ and exert pressure so that the revision moves for-
ward rapidly.   

Further information: Peace Council, Peter Weishaupt: friedensrat@dplanet.ch 

 

Campaign against small arms as part of worldwide efforts  

The Swiss Peace Council’s ”Swiss Campaign against Small Arms“ has been engaged 
since August as part of a worldwide movement of NGOs to control small arms. It 
supports the official Swiss efforts for a convention of the UN for a worldwide con-
tainment of small arms. The campaign wants also to focus on festering problems in 
Switzerland and to sensitize the public and government to the growing problem pre-
sented by the spread of small-arms. ”General awareness of the gun culture“ is a 
medium-term goal.  

Further information: www.friedensrat.ch/kleinwaffen.hauptseite.html 

 

 

Puebla Panama Plan: More a curse than a blessing ? 

The Puebla Panama Plan, a development project for southern Mexico and a number 
of Central American countries (see box) is bringing the region even more poverty 
and misery. The Mexican anthropologist Martha Bustos came to this conclusion at 
an event in Berne. Many people were driven from their homeland.  Bustos said that 
related militarizing and the rise of the paramilitary movement observed in the region 
led to an increased potential for conflict. Therefore, the opposition has to do a better 
job of networking and to develop alternative humane models.  
The event with Martha Bustos took place during mid-October in Berne and was or-
ganized by the “Solidaridad Latinoamericana“ group from Berne along with the 
Guatemala Network of Berne, the SUR Center for Latin American Studies, as well as 
the periodal ”Ecos Latinoamericanos”. 

 Martha Bustos works for the transnational organization “Diversidad biologica y cul-
tural“, which forms and expands networks in the region between southern Mexico 
and Panama via the Internet.  It also publishes background information on the Pue-
bla Panama Plan.  

Further information: Martina Greiter: martina.greiter.1@student.unibe.ch as well as 
www.biodiversidadla.org/ 

 

 

mailto:friedensrat@dplanet.ch
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Development project for eight Central American countries 

The Puebla Panama Plan includes southern Mexico and the Central American coun-
tries of Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Pa-
nama. The plan purports to promote development in the region and to combat pov-
erty. Numerous infrastructure projects are planned, such as improvement of the re-
gion’s highway system and electrical network, a transcontinental water canal similar 
to the Panama Canal, an international oil pipeline, and expansion of Maquiladora 
low-wage factories. The Puebla Panama plan is driven by the Mexican government 
along with the USA . 

Further information: Martina Greiter: martina.greiter.1@student.unibe.ch 
 

 

Conviction in Mack court case 

Lucrecia Mack, the daughter of the anthropologist Myrna Mack, murdered in Gua-
temala in 1990, spoke on the current situation and further progress on the “Mack 
court case“ at a Berne event in mid-October. She reported that one of three high-
ranking military officers on trial was recently convicted. Involved groups are doing 
what they can to see that the two other defendants will also be convicted. The 
“Solidaridad Latinoamericana“ group from Berne organized the Lucrecia Mack event 
in cooperation with HorYzon (International Cooperation of the CEVI, Switzerland), 
Guatemala Network Berne, Amnesty International Coordination Guatemala, and the 
SUR Center for Latin American Studies. 

Further information: Martina Greiter: martina.greiter.1@student.unibe.ch as well as  
www.myrnamack.org.gt 

 

 

Haviva Reik Peace Prize goes to Basel 

Two members of the Jewish-Palestinian discussion roundtable in metro Basel have 
received this year’s Haviva Reik Peace Prize for their efforts on behalf of a dialog in 
the Middle East. They are Palestinian scholar of Islam Edward Badeen and Jewish at-
torney Peter Liatowitsch. The prize has been awarded since 1994 by the Jewish-
Arabian Givat Haviva Peace Center. The Jewish-Palestinian Discussion Roundtable of 
Basel has existed since 1989 and seeks break down mutual prejudices and fears. The 
group is committed to peaceful coexistence of both peoples with equal rights.  
Among other acts, it has published an 11-point declaration in which it summarizes 
its principles.  

Further information: www.isra-pal-peace.ch 

 

 

mailto:martina.greiter.1@student.unibe.ch
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News from Swiss Government Agencies 

More money and a legal basis for civil peacebuilding 

The Federal Council submitted two messages to Parliament at the end of October. 
The first contained the draft of the “Federal Law on Measures for Civil Peacebuilding 
and Strengthening of Human Rights”, with which Switzerland’s spendings for civil 
peace and human-rights promotion should be placed on a legal basis. The law is 
mainly of a technical nature. Content specifications occur in connection with indi-
vidual credit requests. 

In the second message the Federal Council proposed a credit line of SFr. 240 million 
"for civil conflict management and human-rights promotion" covering 2004-2007. 
With this the spending for civil peacebuilding could be increased successively in the 
coming years. So far contributions were decided within the annual budgets. Grants 
of SFr. 44.5 million are foreseen in the proposed figure for 2003. In 2004, according 
to the message, the Federal Council will spend SFr. 47.5 million, and by 2007 a an-
nual SFr. 67.5 million ought to be budgeted.  

The new items will presumably be debated by Parliament in the 2003 spring session. 
The law should take effect at the beginning of 2004. The credit line becomes avail-
able as soon as the federal law takes effect. 

Further information: Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, Thomas Gürber: 
Thomas.Guerber@eda.admin.ch 

 

Peace and human rights – “Good offices” on a new path 

Federal Councilor Joseph Deiss explains in the latest issue of the Swiss Federal De-
partment of Foreign Affairs (DFA) magazine "Schweiz global" how Switzerland re-
acts to new challenges in the peacebuilding sphere. Moreover, members of Parlia-
ment express their views on the topic as well as on the new federal law that the 
Federal Council submitted to Parliament in October. Finally reports from Afghani-
stan, Colombia, Sri Lanka, and Kosovo show what is understood by ”good offices“ 
these days.  

Further information: www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/publi/chglob/newiss.html 

 

 

PCIA for water projects in Central Asia  

The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) carried out a Peace and 
Conflict Impact Assessment (PCIA) during October on several regional projects re-
lated to water resources in Central Asia. The projects supported by the SDC seek to 
contribute to more efficient use of the scarce resource.  The SDC also wants this pro-
ject to contribute to the good cooperation between the former Soviet republics of 

mailto:Thomas.Guerber@eda.admin.ch
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Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan und help prevent potential conflicts related to 
water resources. 

The PCIA in Central Asia is one of eight PCIAs that the SDC has carried out this year. 
It is the only example to date in which a PCIA was undertaken on a sector program. 

Further information: SDC, Esther Schaufelberger:  
Esther.Schaufelberger@deza.admin.ch 

 

 

SFr. 1.2 million for the Conference of the Rod Cross and Red Crescent 

The Federal Council has decided to support the International Committee of the Red 
Cross and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies with 
SFr. 1.2 million. They are organizing the 28th international conference of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent that will meet in Geneva 2-6 December 2003.  

 

 

International News 

European Union supports the peace process in Sri Lanka 

The European Commission is contributing €1.8 million to finance various measures 
aimed at implementing the truce agreement reached in Sri Lanka. In this way the 
European Union (EU) wants to strengthen the confidence in the peace process. The 
funds will be used to reopen schools used by the military and to reestablish electrical 
links. The EU also wants to improve public mobility and make contributions to peace 
and human-rights activities. The Commission decision coincided with the official 
peace talks in Thailand during mid-September. The Commission has held out the 
prospect of added support if the parties maintain the truce. 

Further information:  

http://europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/sri_lanka/intro/ip02_1300.htm 

 

 

EU Support for stabilizing measures in Nepal 

The European Commission provided €615,000 to Nepal at the end of August. It 
should reduce the impact of the current conflict on long-term EU aid programs. The 
funds should be used specifically to support local mediation activities in midwestern 
Nepal, to perceive the needs of fringe groups in the region, and to ensure access to 
objective information by the population.  

Further information: 
http://europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh?p_action.gettxt=gt&doc=IP/02/1222
|0|RAPID&lg=EN&display 

mailto:Esther.Schaufelberger@deza.admin.ch
http://europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/sri_lanka/intro/ip02_1300.htm
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http://europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh?p_action.gettxt=gt&doc=IP/02/1222|0|RAPID&lg=EN&display
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Conference Reports 

First Conference of Youth - Civil Society in Afghanistan 

About 240 young women and men from all over Afghanistan and the international 
Afghan Diaspora met in late October in Kabul at the first conference of Afghan youth 
civil society. For four days those present discussed their concerns, problems, and 
hopes on education, human rights, peacebuilding, and the role of youth in recon-
struction. They also directed a specific proposal for an Afghan youth coordination 
program to the present representatives of the government, the UN, and donor coun-
tries.  

Afghan President Hamid Karzai described the youth conference as a right step in the 
direction of peace and unity for Afghanistan. The “Afghan Civil Society Forum“ 
(ACSF/swisspeace) arranged the conference in cooperation with youth organizations 
from Afghanistan and the Diaspora.  

Further information. ACSF, Maren Haartje: maren.haartje@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

First EU conference on conflict prevention 

The first EU conference on conflict prevention took place in Helsingborg/Sweden in 
late August. It focused on efforts to strengthen the partnership and cooperation of 
all European players. A tangible result of the conference was the formation of a con-
flict-prevention working group for Central Asia. Representatives of the EU, the UN, 
the OSCE, the Council of Europe, and NATO took part in the Helsingborg meeting.  

Further information:  
www.utrikes.regeringen.se/inenglish/projects/partners_ip/index.htm 

 

 

Wilton Park conference on post-conflict reconstruction 

A conference on “post-conflict reconstruction, lessons learnt, and best practice” 
took place in early October at the Wilton Park conference center in Sussex, England. 
About 100 international representatives of governments, NGOs, and scholarly or-
ganizations attended it. It discussed reintegrating the military, reinstating public, le-
gal, and economic institutions, distributing non-use-related support funds, relations 
between the military and civilians in post-war societies, the complexity of interna-
tional development cooperation, supporting the principle of the rule of law, as well 
as combatting organized crime. 

Further information: 
swisspeace, Tobias Hagmann: tobias.hagmann@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

mailto:maren.haartje@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.utrikes.regeringen.se/inenglish/projects/partners_ip/index.htm
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Four grants for a 2003 Wilton Park conference 

The Swiss Association for Wilton Park holds out the prospect of four fellowships. It 
wants them to permit students, journalists, and representatives of NGOs to take part 
in next year’s Wilton Park conference. Applications for stipends of SFr. 3’000 each 
can be submitted to the association until the end of November.  

Further information: Netzwerk Müllerhaus, Telephone: 062 / 888 01 30 
 

  

Events 

Peace rally: No to war against Iraq 

A rally against a possible war in Iraq will take place at 2 p.m. 2 November in Berne.  
It is supported by a broad-based alliance of peace and human-rights organizations, 
political parties, and groups as well as Iraq opposition and exile organizations. 

Further information: www.friedensrat.ch/irakerklaerung.html 

 

 

Annual conference on federal cooperation with Eastern Europe/CIS  

The 7th annual conference on federal cooperation with Eastern Europe and the CIS 
will take place at the Kongresshaus in Biel on 5 November. Titled “Social Transition 
in Southeastern Europe: New Poverty or Prosperity?“, it should provide an exchange 
of experience on the social situation in southeastern Europe and Switzerland’s con-
tribution to the region’s countries.  

Further information: www.deza.admin.ch/events.php 

 

 

Justice for Chiapas: Two events in Berne 

Two November events on the topic of justice for Chiapas will take place at the Korn-
haus in Berne. The 6 November event will show how grass-roots organizations in 
Chiapas are committed to a just peace and what peace programs with foreign par-
ticipation can achieve in addition. On 20 November representatives of the Swiss 
government and various NGOs will debate on Swiss contributions to peace work.  

Further information: Swiss Reformed Churches of Berne, Matthias Hui: 
matthias.hui@refkirchenbeju.ch  

 

http://www.friedensrat.ch/irakerklaerung.html
http://www.deza.admin.ch/events.php
mailto:matthias.hui@refkirchenbeju.ch
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Annual meeting on conflict prevention 

The annual platform meeting of the European Centre for Conflict Prevention will 
take place 10-12 November in the Dutch town of Soesterberg. The meeting aims to 
strengthen international cooperation in the conflict-prevention sphere.  

Further information: info@conflict-prevention.net 

  

 

Discussion on peacebuilding strategies in Berlin 

An event staged by the “Gruppe Friedensentwicklung” entitled ”alles kohärent, 
komplementär und kooperativ? Auf dem Weg zu gemeinsamen Strategien in der 
Friedensförderung“ will take place in Berlin on 29 November. The host group of 
seven government organizations and NGOs was formed with the goal of exchanging 
experience in the sphere of crisis prevention and conflict transformation.  

Further information: frient@bmz.bund.de 

 

 

Training 

Correspondence course on “peace and reconciliation studies” 

The British University of Coventry offers a 10-week correspondence course starting 
in January 2003 on peace and reconciliation.  

Further information: www.coventry.ac.uk/learnonline/learnonline.html  
(You will be asked to provide your name and password.  Enter “guest peace”) 

 

 

Publications 

EU conflict-prevention activities 

Saferworld, the Conflict Prevention Network, Africa Peace Forum, and the InterAfrica 
Group have published a documentation entitled “Understanding the EU - a civil so-
ciety guide to development and conflict prevention policies”. The report provides 
basic information on the European Union (EU), especially on the EU commitment to 
conflict prevention.  They particularly look at the EU partnership agreement with the 
group of African, Caribbean, and Pacific states (ACP Group) and  EU activities at the 
Horn of Africa. 

Further information: general@saferworld.org.uk 

 

mailto:info@conflict-prevention.net
mailto:frient@bmz.bund.de
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UN report on women, peace, and security 

The UN Security Council published the “Report of the Secretary-General on women, 
peace and security” in October. The report concerns the impact of armed conflicts on 
women and girls, the role of women in peacebuilding, and the gender dimension in 
the peace process and conflict transformation.  

Further information: 
www.reliefweb.int/w/lib.nsf/WebPubDocs/6C3505D46508664FC1256C590058A301?
OpenDocument 

 

 

Web Tip 

Website of the ”International Committee of the Red Cross“ 

The website of the ”International Committee of the Red Cross“ (ICRC) offers de-
tailed information on the ICRC’s regional activities and topical priorities (see “ICRC 
worldwide“ and ”Focus“ columns). The “Humanitarian Law” column rates special 
emphasis here. It contains basic documents, reports, and articles listed by key words. 
Numerous country reports can also be downloaded under “People on War“.  Direct 
access to data from the ICRC journal ”International Review“ can be located under 
the ”Info Resources“ column. 

Website: http://www.icrc.org/ 
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