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From the Center for Peacebuilding  

KOFF Roundtable on peacebuilding in Sri Lanka 

Representatives of Swiss government agencies and NGOs met in mid-November at 
the Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) to discuss the latest trends and challenges to 
Swiss actors within the field of peacebuilding in Sri Lanka. At the beginning, Dr. 
Norbert Ropers (see box) spoke about the current situation in Sri Lanka. Following 
his presentation participants reported on their activities and projects. It became clear 
that Swiss actors could increase their engagement, e.g., in the areas of capacity 
building, demining, reconciliation, reconstruction, and human rights. The discussion 
made clear that Swiss actors are very interested in supporting a sustainable peace 
process in Sri Lanka. KOFF will organize another roundtable on Sri Lanka in 2003.   

Further information: Christopher Tütsch, tuetsch@swisspeace.unibe.ch  

 

Networking project in Sri Lanka 

Dr. Norbert Ropers heads the “Resource Network for Conflict Studies and Transfor-
mation“ project (RNCST) in Sri Lanka, which is implemented by the Berghof Re-
search Center for Constructive Conflict Management. The project’s goal is to link lo-
cal actors and institutions at all levels of society and all parties to the conflict and 
thus to increase the capacities for peaceful conflict transformation in Sri Lanka. The 
RNCST was initiated in mid-2001 and is supported by the Swiss Federal Department 
of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ). 

Further information: Christopher Tütsch, tuetsch@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

First KOFF Roundtable on Guatemala 

The Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) organized a first KOFF Roundtable on Guate-
mala in cooperation with the Latin America section of Amnesty International in late 
November. Representatives of government institutions and NGOs discussed the topic 
of “peacebuilding and human rights: challenges and lessons learned”. At the begin-
ning Clara Arenas and Michael Mörth from Guatemala reported on their experi-
ences. Clara Arenas is co-founder of the “Association pour le développement des 
sciences sociales au Guatémala” (AVANCSO). Michael Mörth is a lawyer and works 
for the Organisation Centro de Análisis Forense y Ciencias Aplicadas (CAFCA). He is 
co-author of the REMHI report (Recuperación de la memoria histórica) of the 
Guatemaltecan church.  Followin the presentation, participants discussed the link 
between peacebuilding and the human rights situation in Guatemala and possible 
areas of cooperation between the various Swiss actors.  

Further information: KOFF, Mô Bleeker: bleeker@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

mailto:tuetsch@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:tuetsch@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:bleeker@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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Info Circle Southeast Europe 

Another meeting of the Info Circle Southeast Europe took place at the Center for 
Peacebuilding (KOFF) at the end of November. Following up the last meeting, the 
discussion on reconciliation processes was deepened.  At the beginning Mô Bleeker, 
Senior Officer at the Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF), gave a brief overview over im-
portant elements of reconciliation processes. Afterwards a reconciliation project was 
introduced and discussed in order to highlight practical aspects of reconciliation 
work. This dealt with core issues such as goals, actors involved, as well as conflict 
context and phases. The next meeting of the Info Circle Southeast Europe will take 
place in January 2003.  

Further information: KOFF, Natascha Zupan: zupan@swisspeace.unibe.ch  

 

 

Working meeting on “Dealing with the past“ 

The Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) organized a working meeting on ”dealing with 
the past“ at the University of Fribourg at the end of November. Representatives of 
KOFF, various disciplines of the university, the “Service International des Droits de 
l'Homme“, as well as the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) dis-
cussed and analysed experiences, concepts and methods related to ”dealing with 
the past“. Findings and results from the working meeting will be published in a 
KOFF report next March. 

Further information: KOFF, Mô Bleeker: bleeker@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

News from Swiss NGOs 

WSP International analyzes the impact of its country programmes 

WSP International held a meeting of its country programmes in middle October to 
analyze their impact on the respective war-torn societies. Representatives were pre-
sent from the Somali Programme, the Latin American Initiative and the Macedonia, 
Mozambique and Rwanda country projects. While all project teams follow a similar 
participatory approach in unearthing and promoting local priorities for the post-
conflict reconstruction process - based on wide consultations with all sectors of soci-
ety - they adapt this methodology to the particular national context. 

A few examples from the teams’ current work: The project based in South-Central 
Somalia reported on their recent involvement in facilitating peaceful dialogue be-
tween opposing factions in Mogadishu, in an independent initiative to prepare for 
the Eldoret conference (of the IGAD peace process). The Macedonia team described 
their recent consultations with communities in neglected regions and the transfor-

mailto:zupan@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:bleeker@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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mation they witnessed in some cases - from confrontational to peaceful sentiments - 
through the course of discussions. The team from Rwanda highlighted their success 
in winning the trust of local Rwandans from all corners of the country and in bring-
ing the people's priorities and perspectives to the forefront of a national debate on 
issues such as decentralization, traditional justice, and care for trauma victims.  

Further information: Jessika Trancik: trancik@wsp-international.org 

 

 

Workshop on early warning at the Horn of Africa 

The Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) conducted a workshop in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 21-23 November on trans-border conflicts involving nomad 
livestock breeders. The workshop dealt with the development of special indicators 
for systematic observation of conflicts in IGAD member states (Ethiopia, Djibouti, Eri-
trea, Kenya, Somalia, Sudan, and Uganda). Some of the roughly 40 participants 
made a contribution to the topic of pastoral conflicts in the region, with a special 
emphasis on elaborating background factors as well as looking into small arms pro-
liferation in the region and it's influence on conflicts in these pastoral areas. The 
workshop is part of the build-up process of "Conflict Early Warning and Response 
Mechanism" (CEWARN), an observation network at the Horn of Africa. The swis-
speace FAST project supports CEWARN by imparting know-how and providing assis-
tance in building up networks, training and quality control.  

Further information:  
FAST, Hannelore Wallner: hannelore.wallner@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

Better cooperation between government and NGOs in Afghanistan  

On the occasion of a conference on cooperation between the Afghan government 
and NGOs held in Kabul in early November, a working group was formed, which 
aims to  improve cooperation the government and the civil society sector. It should 
also advise on confidence building, legal criteria for registering NGOs and improving 
the flow of information between the government and NGOs. Approximately 250 
members of Afghan NGOs and 200 government representatives took part in the con-
ference. The meeting was organized by swisspeace’s Afghan Civil Society Forum 
(ACSF) in cooperation with the Afghan Ministry of Planning and two NGO coordinat-
ing offices.  

Further information: ACSF, Maren Haartje: maren.haartje@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

mailto:trancik@wsp-international.org
mailto:hannelore.wallner@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:maren.haartje@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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Debate on Swiss peace programs in Chiapas  

CORSAM project human-rights observers from Switzerland provide essential protec-
tion for local populations. Two representatives of the Diocesan Coordinating Com-
mittee for Women (CODIMUJ) came to this conclusion at a two-part event cycle 
"Acting for peace – Justice for Chiapas". The HEKS Committee of Berne, the Guate-
mala Network of Berne and “Fachstelle OeME” organized this event in November. 
Beside CORSAM, discussion also dealt with PROPAZ, a program to promote the 
peace process in southern Mexico supported by church-related relief agencies and 
the churches. The events showed the need for public debate between the various 
Swiss players. All participants showed, that they were convinced that the various 
players’ approaches complemented each other, even if some issues remain contro-
versial. This includes the issue of coherent and transparent action concepts at the 
diplomatic- and economic-policy level.  

Further information: OeME Berne, Matthias Hui: matthias.hui@refkirchenbeju.ch 

 

 

HEKS in-house peace talks 

HEKS, the relief agency of the Swiss Protestant Churches, has launched a series of 
in-house continuing education and exchange events. Various aspects of peace work 
will be tackled and discussed at a regular base in these “HEKS peace talks“. The first 
one took place at the end of November on the topic ”Do no harm“. A guest speaker, 
Wolfgang Heinrich from the Peace and Conflict Transformation division at the Prot-
estant Development Service in Bonn (EED), spoke about institutional experiences 
with “Do no harm” as a planning tool as well as on the mainstreaming steps of the 
“Local Capacities for Peace Project“.  

Further information: HEKS, Maya Krell: krell@hekseper.ch 

 

HEKS campaign: Acting for peace 

The current issue of the HEKS magazine ”Handeln“ (4/02) highlights the premises 
for peace based on project examples from Eritrea, India, and Serbia. The projects de-
scribed also have a direct link with HEKS’s current-year fundraising campaign ”Act-
ing for Peace“.   

 

 

mailto:matthias.hui@refkirchenbeju.ch
mailto:krell@hekseper.ch
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News from Swiss Government Agencies 

Switzerland continues to offer Colombia “good offices”  

At present, Switzerland is not engaged in peace negotiations in Columbia, because 
under the new president Alvaro Uribe Velez monitoring groups are not consulted at 
the moment. However, Switzerland is monitoring the process and  continues to offer 
“good offices” to the conflict parties. Also, the Swiss peacebuilding program will 
continue. Its goal is to strengthen civil society to the extent that it can take part in 
future peace processes. Besides this, Switzerland supports a better protection of vic-
tims from human rights violations. About 30% of the SFr. 1.6 to 1.8 million that 
Switzerland provides for Colombia each year is earmarked to promote peace nego-
tiations. Another 30% is set aside for peace and humanrights programs of interna-
tional actors and state actors, while 40% supports cooperation with local NGOs en-
gaged in peacebuilding.  

Further information: DFA, Janine Voigt: janine.voigt@eda.admin.ch 

 

Blocked Colombian conflict situation 

The peace process has been disrupted in Colombia. The reinforced Colombian armed 
forces are fighting against approximately 20,000 combatants of the FARC (Fuerzas 
Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia), 8,000 combatants of the ELN (Ejército de 
Liberación Nacional) and approximately 14,000 paramilitary troops. The peace-policy 
plans of parties to the conflict are unclear. The position of the government and that 
of the FARC are hardly compatible. At present neither of the sides has the will to en-
gage in negotiations. To date, the government has only asked the UN for its ”good 
offices“ in the FARC process. Yet the UN has not met with the rebel leadership to 
date. The ELN speaks of the Colombian government’s unwillingness to compromise 
and calls for international support, from Switzerland as well. A trend is notable un-
der the new government to view the engagement of civil society’s opposition as 
subversive, since it does not stand unreservedly behind the repressive military policy 
of new President Alvaro Uribe Velez.  

Further information: DFA, Janine Voigt: janine.voigt@eda.admin.ch 

 

 

Further Swiss cooperation with Angolan Church organization 

The Division of Political Affairs IV of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
(DFA) has decided to continue cooperation with the "Comite inter-eclesial para a 
paz em Angola" (COIEPA). The organization, supported by Switzerland since 2001, 
mainly worked in Luanda and Lubango to date. Switzerland is committed to estab-
lishing COIEPA in the central region around Huambo.  

mailto:janine.voigt@eda.admin.ch
mailto:janine.voigt@eda.admin.ch
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The European Union (EU) is newly covering two other regions. The USA is consider-
ing funding for the other regions. COIEPA is committed to a peace process, which 
involves civil society, enables the democratization of the country and leads to a fair 
distribution of resources. 

Further information: DFA, Anne Gloor: Anne.Gloor@eda.admin.ch 

 

 

PCIA Angola 

On behalf of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and after 
consultation with the Division of Political Affairs IV of the Swiss Federal Department 
of Foreign Affairs (DFA), swisspeace conducted a “Peace and Conflict Impact As-
sessment“ (PCIA) of the Swiss program in Angola in mid-October. The mission’s 
main objective was to assess the relevance of the program in light of the changing 
conflict context. Various SDC and PA IV projects in Luanda and Huambo were visited 
and assessed. Initial conclusions will be presented at the KOFF Roundtable Angola in 
January. 

Further information: swisspeace, Roland Dittli: dittli@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

Switzerland tests cooperation in Mozambique 

The Division of Political Affairs IV of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
(DFA) supported a two-month project in Mozambique during October and Novem-
ber. The  project aimed to involve civil society in choosing the president of the Na-
tional Elections Commission. It was carried out jointly with the Mozambique 
”Movement for Peace and Civil Rights“ (MPC), and more than 40 NGOs were in-
volved. At the same time, partners for possiblelong-term cooperation in the area of 
peacebuilding were assessed. Switzerland had already supported a project of MPC 
during summer, which aimed to increase the participation of civil society in reform-
ing Mozambique’s election laws.  

Further information: DFA, Anne Gloor: Anne.Gloor@eda.admin.ch 

 

 

mailto:Anne.Gloor@eda.admin.ch
mailto:dittli@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:Anne.Gloor@eda.admin.ch
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2010 strategy of Agency  for Development and Cooperation 

Crisis prevention and transformation as well as good governance are becoming pri-
ority topics for the present decade, as the Swiss Agency  for Development and Coop-
eration (SDC) maintains in its “2010 Strategy“. For this the SDC’s COPRET section 
should implement and make available research and experience on this, promote 
learning processes, operate networks, develop concepts, advise responsibles for pro-
grams and projects, and pursue innovative approaches.  

The SDC has set a basic goal of recognizing conflict potential as soon as possible 
and to react to it sensitively in order to avoid unintended results. It also intends to 
become specifically engaged during the hot conflict phase. In humanitarian crisis 
situation, prompt emergency aid should be provided, but this should be embedded 
as rapidly as possible into a longer-term program of conflict prevention. The SDC 
wants to remain flexible enough that it can react to changes quickly in financial and 
administrative terms. To those principles COPRET will develop strategic projects and 
tools for action within the medium-planning framework.  

Further information: SDC, Günther Baechler: Guenther.Baechler@deza.admin.ch 

 

 

International News 

Stop trade in “blood diamonds” 

About 40 countries agreed to a binding control system for so-called ”blood dia-
monds“ in Interlaken at the beginning of November. From 2003 on, counterfeit-
proof certificates of origin should prevent diamonds from conflict areas from enter-
ing the market to finance armed conflicts by either rebel or government troops with 
proceeds from the sale of uncut diamonds. In Congo-Kinshasa, Sierra Leone, and 
Angola, diamonds serve as the most important source of funding armed conflicts.  

The control system developed within the framework of the "Kimberley Process". The 
eight NGOs that monitored this process welcomed the launching of the certification 
system but also express reservations and called for an independent and transparent 
approach to control.  

Further information:  
www.diamonds.net/news/newsitem.asp?num=7176&type=all&topic=Conflict 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Guenther.Baechler@deza.admin.ch
http://www.diamonds.net/news/newsitem.asp?num=7176&type=all&topic=Conflict
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New European position on Rwanda  

The EU Council has adopted a new common position on Rwanda. The goal of the 
new stance is to support the Rwandan government in the reconstruction process, in 
poverty reduction, in pressing for human rights, and in the democratization process. 

Further information: 
http://europa.eu.int/smartapi/cgi/sga_doc?smartapi!celexapi!prod!CELEXnumdoc&lg
=en&numdoc=32002E0830&model=guichett 

 

 

Conference Reports 

Peace symposium in Biel 

A symposium entitled “Peace yesterday, today, and tomorrow: Stocktaking and 
prospects for the future” took place in Biel/Bienne on 15-16 November. The speak-
ers came from the SDC, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), DFA’s 
human rights section, the University of Kent, and the Center for Peacebuilding 
(KOFF). The first day specific options were discussed for civil peacebuilding and hu-
man-rights work as well as the role of Switzerland in international peacebuilding. 
The second day focused on issues of reconstruction after war, Swiss cooperation 
with Palestine, and lessons learned of civil-society actors from the Oslo Process. The 
symposium was attended by several hundred pupils from Biel gymnasiums. It was 
organized to commemorate the 100-year anniversay of the Nobel Peace Prize being 
awarded to two Swiss, Elie Ducommun and Albert Gobat. 

Further information: KOFF, Anita Müller: anita.mueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

Platform meeting in Soesterberg 

The annual platform meeting of the European Platform for Conflict Prevention and 
Transformation took place on 10 - 12 November in Soesterberg (Netherlands) with 
the topic “strengthening international networking”. Various workshops discussed 
the support for civil peace service, improvement of international exchanges via the 
Internet, the peace process in Sri Lanka, prospects for a conference with NGOs on 
the role of civil society in conflict prevention, as well as questions on ”Peace and 
Conflict Impact Assessment“. About 50 NGO representatives from Europe, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, and West Africa attended the meeting. The European Platform was 
founded in 1997 and sees itself as an open network of about 150 European organi-
zations in the sectors of crisis prevention and conflict transformation.  

Further information: KOFF, Anita Müller: anita.mueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch 
as well as www.euconflict.org   

http://europa.eu.int/smartapi/cgi/sga_doc?smartapi!celexapi!prod!CELEXnumdoc&lg=en&numdoc=32002E0830&model=guichett
http://europa.eu.int/smartapi/cgi/sga_doc?smartapi!celexapi!prod!CELEXnumdoc&lg=en&numdoc=32002E0830&model=guichett
mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.euconflict.org/
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Conference on the demobilizing and reintegration process in Angola 

The disarmament process in Angola is still far from complete, and it is urgent that a 
common strategy is created to reintegrate former combatants and internal refugees. 
Participants agreed on this points at a conference mid-November held in Geneva. 
This gathering under the title ”The D & R process in Angola: enhancing prospects for 
long-term success“ formulated recommendations which should be delivered as soon 
as possible to Angolan government agencies. The two-day conference was organ-
ized by the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs, the Bonn International Cen-
ter for Conversion, and the University of Bradford. About 35 people from interna-
tional research institutes, NGOs, the UN, and various development and foreign min-
istries took part. 

Further information: Roland Dittli: dittli@swisspeace.unibe.ch  

 

 

Events 

Meeting at the Protestant Academy, Bad-Boll  

The Protestant Academy in Bad-Boll is conducting a meeting 4-6 December entitled 
“Menschenrechte für Israel und Palästina: Doppelte Solidarität für eine gemeinsame 
Zukunft“.  

Further information: www.ev-akademie-boll.de/special/gewueb1.htm 

 

 

Conference of Center for Peace and Encounter, Mutlangen  

The Center for Peace and Encounter in Mutlangen is holding a conference 6-8 De-
cember entitled "Mit neuer Energie für den Frieden;  Leitlinien für eine Friedenspoli-
tik im 21. Jahrhundert entwickeln".  

Further information: www.pressehuette.de/konferenz.htm 

 

 

9th peace policy advisory gathering in Kassel  

The “Peace Research Task Force“ at the University of Kassel is staging its 9th peace 
policy advisory gathering in Kassel 7-8 December. 

Further information: http://www.uni-kassel.de/fb10/frieden/rat/2002/programm.html 

 

mailto:dittli@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.ev-akademie-boll.de/special/gewueb1.htm
http://www.pressehuette.de/konferenz.htm
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16th Iserlohn Afghanistan meeting  

The Protestant Academy in Iserlohn is conducting the 16th Iserlohn Afghanistan mee-
ting 20-22 December entitled ”Von der Hoffnung zur Realität - Eine Bilanz nach dem 
Neuanfang in Afghanistan“. 

 Further information: www.kircheundgesellschaft.de/Akademie/ 

 

 

OeME event in the “Perspectives on Davos“ series 

The Department for Ecumenical Affairs, Mission, and Development of the Reformed 
Churches, Berne-Jura (OeME), city of Berne committee, is organizing an event on 9 
January 2003 in the Berne Cathedral as part of the "Perspectives on Davos" series 
entitled "Antworten auf die Globalisierung - Herausforderungen für eine Kultur des 
Friedens".  

Further information: OeME Berne, Jürg Liechti: juergliechti@bluewin.ch 

 
 

Training 

Continuing education on  ”Peacebuilding in international cooperation“ 

The Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich’s postgraduate course on devel-
oping countries (NADEL) together with swisspeace/KOFF is carrying out a continuing 
education course on “peacebuilding in international cooperation” 22-25 April 2003.  
The course offers an introduction on the theoretical basis of peacebuilding and fa-
miliarizes participants with methodological approaches and practical experiences. 
Five places are reserved for KOFF member organizations until 1 March 2003 (allot-
ment on “first come, first served” basis). Registrations should be sent directly to 
NADEL. 

Further information: www.nadel.ethz.ch 

 

 

Course on working with conflict 

The British NGO “Responding to Conflict“ (RTC) offers a 10-week course on “work-
ing with conflict” between April and July 2003 in Birmingham.  

Further information: www.respond.org/wwc.html 

 
 

http://www.kircheundgesellschaft.de/Akademie/
mailto:juergliechti@bluewin.ch
http://www.nadel.ethz.ch/
http://www.respond.org/wwc.html
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Online training module on evaluation of humanitarian campaigns 

The international forum „Active Learning Network for Accountability and Perform-
ance in Humanitarian Action” (ALNAP) is making training modules available on the 
Internet. The first module provides an introduction in evaluating humanitarian cam-
paigns. The second module highlights the role of evaluators, while the third module 
concerns management and simplifying the evaluation process.  

Module download: www.alnap.org/modules/training.html 

 

 

Publications 

Two KOFF publications on „Media and Peacebuilding” 

Two new KOFF publications are available at the beginning of December. They in-
volve a study and a workshop report on media and peacebuilding. Both documents 
are freely downloadable at the KOFF website (http://www.swisspeace.org/koff) or 
can be ordered for CHF 15 plus expenses for distribution at koff@swisspeace.ch.  

 

 

New reports on PCIA and conflict resolution evaluation 

Two recently published reports on “Peace and Conflict Impact Assessment“ (PCIA) 
and an evaluation of peacebuilding programs have been aired on the Internet: As a 
result of a pilot project on ”Conflict Resolution Evaluation“, INCORE (International 
Conflict Research) has published a report that discusses specific demands on 
evaluation of direct peacebuilding programs. The report provides an overview of 
methodological experiences, new approaches to evaluation processes, and future 
challenges. 
www.incore.ulst.ac.uk/home/publication/research/incore%20A5final1.pdf 

The second report was published jointly by International Alert, the Centre for Con-
flict Research, and the “Instituto de Ensefianza para el Desarrollo Sostenible“ 
(IEPADES). It deals with PCIA and the role of NGOs in peacebuilding. Case examples 
are Kenya and Guatemala. The report does not concentrate on methodological is-
sues of impact analysis but on the need for local NGOs and possibilities of strength-
ening their role in peacebuilding. 

www.international-alert.org/pdf/pubdev/pcia.pdf 

 

http://www.alnap.org/modules/training.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
mailto:koff@swisspeace.ch
http://www.incore.ulst.ac.uk/home/publication/research/incore A5final1.pdf
http://www.international-alert.org/pdf/pubdev/pcia.pdf
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Transformation of raw material conflicts in the Horn of Africa 

During December the book “Transformation of Resource Conflicts: Approach and In-
struments” is appearing at the Verlag Peter Lang in Berne. The editors are Günther 
Bächler, Kurt Spillmann, and Mohamed Suliman. The book’s 555 pages deal with 
management of natural resources in the Horn of Africa and cooperation between the 
regions.  

Further information: SDC, Günther Baechler: Guenther.Baechler@deza.admin.ch 

 

 

Web tip 

Web resources and current publications on conflict prevention 

The Belgian research institute Conflict Prevention Associates (CPA) publishes a com-
prehensive collection of Internet sources in the area of conflict prevention and re-
lated sectors on its website. Each month CPA also makes available a current bulletin 
with relevant new publications and documents. The literature references include 
monographs, articles, and official documents as well as conference reports and dis-
sertations.  

Website: http://www.conflict-prevention-associates. 
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