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From the Center for Peacebuilding  

Changes in the KOFF-Team 

The new year will bring some staff changes at the Center for Peacebuilding. Esther 
Marthaler Rizal from Zurich has just joined the team, having previously headed a 
program for promoting civil society organizations for the German Development Ser-
vice in Vietnam. At KOFF, Esther Marthaler is specifically responsible for peacebuild-
ing issues in international cooperation and for the working group of the same name. 
She replaces Natascha Zupan, who left KOFF at the end of January to take up a post 
in Skopje as adviser for peacebuilding programs in South-Eastern Europe on behalf 
of Political Department IV of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA). 
In that position Natascha Zupan will be maintaining close contacts with the Center 
for Peacebuilding and its South-Eastern Europe information circle. 

Cordula Reimann is another new member who joined KOFF on 1 February. She had 
previously been a research associate at the Department of Peace Studies of Bradford 
University, where she also did a doctoral thesis. Cordula Reimann is a qualified ex-
pert on gender and peacebuilding issues. At KOFF, she is also responsible for the 
Roundtable on Sri Lanka. Christopher Tütsch, whose fixed-term appointment at 
KOFF ended at the turn of the year, is now Country Officer for the Balkans with the 
swisspeace early warning unit FAST. 

Further information: KOFF, Anita Müller: anita.mueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

New KOFF website 

The new website of the Center for Peacebuilding became operational on 1 January 
2003 at www.swisspeace.org/koff. It offers up-to-date information on peacebuilding 
activities carried out by KOFF and Swiss governmental and non-governmental actors 
in individual regions and on a range of topics. To that end, it provides up-to-date 
bibliographical references and recommended links. KOFF publications such as the 
monthly Newsletter can also be downloaded from the new web page.  

Beginning in spring 2003, the Center for Peacebuilding will launch its new web-
based “infomarket” section,  providing an overview of Swiss organizations and insti-
tutions engaged in peacebuilding. It will also be listing upcoming events and possi-
bilities for continuing education, recommended reading and links, as well as vacan-
cies in the field of peacebuilding. The new KOFF web page was developed in con-
junction with the redesign of the entire swisspeace website.  

Further information: KOFF, Lorenz Jakob: lorenz.jakob@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
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Laurent Goetschel granted leave of absence as swisspeace director 

Laurent Goetschel has been appointed by Federal Councilor Micheline Calmy-Rey to 
her personal adviser and therefore gave up office as Director of swisspeace on  
1 February 2002. The Deputy Director Heinz Krummenacher has since then been 
heading swisspeace on an interim basis. This step represents a clean break between 
Laurent Goetschel’s former activities for swisspeace and his future role as a member 
of the personal staff of the head of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
(DFA).  

Further information:  
swisspeace, Heinz Krummenacher: krummenacher@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

News from Swiss NGOs 

Mainstreaming peace issues: HEKS project position for peace promotion 

HEKS - Swiss Interchurch Aid – wishes to step up its peacebuilding endeavours. The 
focus of this project shall lie on further expanding specific peacebuilding pro-
grammes, but rather to link peacebuilding issues more closely with other priorities 
and make better use of available expertise, e.g. for early conflict recognition and 
analysis. In addition, dialogue with project partners should be intensified on topics 
such as Do no harm and its own role in the conflict environment.  

These are concrete outcomes from the 2001 HEKS peace concept and the HEKS pro-
ject position for peace promotion. Headed by Maya Krell, this office is now half-way 
through its initial two-year mandate. Its main focus is on mainstreaming peace and 
conflict issues at all levels and in all fields. The project prepares background materi-
als for decision-making by those in charge, suggests specific instruments, promotes 
the sharing of experiences and networks experts and know-how. It further provides 
program leaders with advice and space for reflection, for example concerning the 
following issues that are currently relevant to HEKS: “How can the impact of peace 
programs in Colombia be measured?”, “What does Do no harm mean in the Horn of 
Africa or in Zimbabwe?”, “What is the significance of dealing with the past and 
truth-finding in the Balkans?”, “Is integration work with refugees in Switzerland 
also peace work?”  

Moreover, HEKS is now setting clearer priorities for specific peace work. To that end, 
Maya Krell has been holding systematic discussions in recent months with all pro-
gram officers and some coordinators about their work priorities, experiences, partner 
relations and work methods hitherto. The resulting overall picture reveals some 
strengths, but also highlights areas where investment will have to be stepped up or 
reoriented in the future.  

The strengths of HEKS peace work include its close and continuous partner relations 
as well as its presence and testimony in politically difficult situations from which 
other organizations have to pull out. HEKS staff members view peace work above all 

mailto:krummenacher@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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as a comprehensive task, central to which is development work – the empowerment 
of the poor and marginalized to take charge of their lives. Specific peace work is an 
important offshoot of the process.  

Further information: HEKS, Maya Krell: krell@hekseper.ch 

In upcoming issues of its Newsletter, KOFF will be presenting other offices created 
specifically for peacebuilding within Swiss development cooperation organisations. 

 

 

New Pestalozzi Children's Village Foundation project in Serbia 

Together with the Child Rights Centre Belgrade, the Pestalozzi Children's Village 
Foundation has built up a network along with seven local partner organizations un-
der the name „Living together“. This network will offer intercultural activities for 
young people in the cities of Belgrade, Vrbas, Uzice, Kraljevo, Zajecar, Nis and Novi 
Pazar.  

The aim of the project is to promote peaceful coexistence amongst young people 
from different ethnic and cultural backgrounds and to encourage young people to 
play an active role in building a modern and democratic society. There will be special 
focus on disadvantaged children and young people such as Roma children, refugee 
children, orphans and destitute children.  

For the current year, some 50 offers lasting several months are planned, and these 
should give rise to public activities, publications, presentations, radio broadcasts and 
voluntary missions as well as a national youth network. The Pestalozzi Children's Vil-
lage Foundation project is to be extended to other cities in 2004.  

Further information:  
Pestalozzi Children's Village Foundation, Roland Brunner: r.brunner@pestalozzi.ch 

 

 

Peace Brigades strengthen their commitment in Indonesia 

At the request of several Indonesian non-governmental organizations (NGO), Peace 
Brigades International (PBI) opened a new office in Lhokseumawe in the north of 
Aceh in last December. From that office, PBI and other volunteers accompany sev-
eral NGOs and peace activists in northern and eastern Aceh.     

Further information:  
- www.peacebrigades.org/etp/etppressrelease1202.html   
- PBI, Claudia Marti: marti.pbi@bluewin.ch 

 
 

mailto:krell@hekseper.ch
mailto:r.brunner@pestalozzi.ch
http://www.peacebrigades.org/etp/etppressrelease1202.html
mailto:marti.pbi@bluewin.ch
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1000 women for the 2005 Nobel Peace Prize  

In December 2005, 1000 women peace activists from all continents are to receive 
the Nobel Peace Prize. This is the goal being pursued by the „1000 women for the 
2005 Nobel Peace Prize“ project launched on 1 February 2003. The work of the 
1000 women peace activists is to be documented with the support of 12 women co-
ordinators working throughout the world. Women film-makers, photographers, au-
thors, journalists, scientists and politicians will therefore be portraying the activities 
of these women over the coming four years.  

An association is being founded to support the project and it will run an office re-
sponsible for operations and for coordinating the development and networking of 
the project in 12 regions across the world. A committee of prominent Swiss women 
will be supporting the project in fund-raising and public relations. The project is to 
be financed by the Federal Administration as well as by foundations, funds, institu-
tions and individuals. The office will be located at swisspeace in Bern.  

Further information:  
- swisspeace, Maren Haartje: maren.haartje@swisspeace.unibe.ch 
- Ruth-Gaby Vermot-Mangold: ruth-gaby.vermot@bluewin.ch  

 

 

Swisspeace event at WEF on „Economy and conflicts“ 

Church organizations, Non-Governmental and Non-Profit-Organisations  organised a 
series of public discussions under the title „Open Forum Davos 2003“ concurrently 
with the World Economic Forum (WEF). Swisspeace organized a panel discussion on 
„What is the role of the economy in conflict zones?”. The premise for the discussion 
was that companies operating in conflict areas are inevitably also players in that 
conflict. Against that background, the discussion examined the implications of eco-
nomic activity as well as possible instruments for limiting negative consequences. 
There was special focus on the Kimberley agreement regarding the international cer-
tification of rough diamonds. The discussants also tackled the controversial issue of 
whether long-term corporate planning and activities automatically helped foster 
general policy conditions favourable to peacebuilding. Even though the presence of 
several entrepreneurs (Jonathan Oppenheimer from De Beers group and Rolf M. 
Jeker from “Société Générale de Surveillance”) on the panel was in itself already a 
success, the debate nonetheless showed that much remaines to be done with re-
spect to “Companies and conflicts”.  

Further information:  
swisspeace, Heinz Krummenacher: krummenacher@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

mailto:maren.haartje@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:ruth-gaby.vermot@bluewin.ch
mailto:krummenacher@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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„The Public Eye on Davos“ critical of large international corporations 

As a counterweight to the WEF, an international coalition of Non-Governmental Or-
ganizations (NGOs) staged their own conference in Davos, „The Public Eye on 
Davos“. Amongst other things, it discussed concrete cases of human rights viola-
tions, environmental destruction and misuse of power by transnational corporations. 
British Petroleum (BP) and in particular its CEO John Browne came under harsh criti-
cism at an event addressing the planned Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline. BP will be 
operating the pipeline through Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey. The project is beset 
with environmental risks and could become a trigger factor for conflict and corrup-
tion, as well as destroy the livelihood of the local population. John Browne stayed 
away from the event, where activists and representatives of international NGOs dis-
cussed the aforementioned problems as well as the absence of confidence-building 
measures on the part of BP.  

At the end of the conference, a concrete proposal was tabled for binding interna-
tional rules to govern the activities of multinational corporations. Furthermore, over 
100 international NGOs and social movements published a declaration holding ma-
jor banks and investors accountable for the harmful environmental and social im-
pacts of their activities. 

Further information: 
- on Public Eye: Bern Declaration, Andreas Missbach: amissbach@evb.ch 
- on the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline: www.bankwatch.org/ 

 

 

100 years of the Baha'i Community in Switzerland 

The Baha’i community in Switzerland is celebrating its 100th anniversary this year. It 
is part of the International Baha'i Community, which represents the current 182 na-
tional Baha’i communities at the United Nations with official NGO status. The or-
ganization participates in UN discussions and programs relating to topics such as so-
cial development, education, human rights, women’s issues, environment, habitat 
and health. The International Baha'i Community also maintains close ties with 
UNICEF and UNESCO.  

At last year’s UN Conference on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, the 
Baha’i delegates called for religions to be more firmly anchored within the United 
Nations. At the conference held under the theme "Global Peace Initiative for 
Women – Religious and Spiritual Leaders" in December in Geneva, the Baha’i com-
munity highlighted the contribution of women to a peaceful society. At the end of 
2002, the Baha’i community in Switzerland addressed a statement of principles con-
cerning the role of religion in peacebuilding to religious leaders in Switzerland. 

Further information: Baha'i, Sarah V. Saffar: bahai@bluewin.ch 

 
 

mailto:amissbach@evb.ch
http://www.bankwatch.org/
mailto:sarah@www.assetconsult.ch
mailto:bahai@bluewin.ch
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News from Swiss Government Agencies 

Strong demand for personnel from the Expert Pool 

The Swiss Expert Pool for Civilian Peacebuilding (SEF) operates already at almost full 
capacity for 2003. The demand for personnel is far greater than the number of mis-
sions that the SEF can finance from its budget. This year’s missions will be distrib-
uted in roughly the same way as last year, with only the number of engagements in 
the OSCE framework declining further. Those deployments had already decreased 
markedly last year. The “Junior Professional Officer Program” will be a new addition 
in 2003. This will allow six SEF members to  work in a UN agency for one to two 
years.  

SEF experts carried out 252 missions in 21 countries last year. Their main focus was 
South-Eastern Europe, where 56 experts were sent to Kosovo, 35 to Bosnia, 19 to 
Serbia and 18 to Montenegro. Other priority areas were Hebron (17) and the Democ-
ratic Republic of the Congo (13). New additions included missions to the Sudan (7) 
to monitor the cease-fire agreement in the Nuba Mountains and to Sierra Leone (2) 
for the Special Court for Sierra Leone.  

Almost two-thirds of the 252 experts were working for the OSCE and the UN (civil 
police monitoring), almost half of them forming part of 12 international election 
monitoring missions. There were further missions for the Temporary International 
Presence in Hebron (TIPH), the European Union, the Council of Europe and as part of 
bilateral missions. The Expert Pool ran two training courses in 2002 at which some 
40 new experts were trained for two weeks at a time. 

The SEF has existed since the early 1990s. It was restructured and improved by Po-
litical Department IV of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) in 
2000 so as to be able to dispatch qualified civilian personnel on a rapid and targeted 
basis. The peace missions are conducted in connection with democratization, human 
rights monitoring, the rule of law, election monitoring, support for civilian admini-
strations, civil police, customs, protection of minorities, gender, media and informa-
tion technology. Experts normally carry out a 6-month assignment, which may be ex-
tended to a maximum of two years. Those mainly recruited are jurists, ethnologists, 
customs experts, political scientists, sociologists, historians, journalists and informa-
tion technology specialists.  

Further information: SEF, Rudolf Metzler: rudolf.metzler@eda.admin.ch 

 

 

VBS: 1 per cent of its budget for peacebuilding 

The Federal Department of Defence, Civil Protection and Sports (VBS) intends to 
spend some CHF 45 million annually until 2007 for civil peacebuilding measures. The 
Federal Council is seeking a CHF 180-million line of credit from the Parliament for 
the period 2004-2007, or roughly 1 per cent of the overall VBS budget. Over this 
time lapse, VBS peacebuilding  activities will be concentrating on the same activities 

mailto:rudolf.metzler@eda.admin.ch
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as hitherto: the Geneva Security Policy Centre is to receive support worth some CHF 
6.8 mn, the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining CHF 8.2 mn, 
the Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces CHF 10.4 mn and the 
International Relations and Security Network at ETH Zurich CHF 8.3 mn (see box).  

The “Maison de la Paix” Project, which physically hosts the three Geneva centres 
(CHF 6.5 mn) will be added to existing activities. A range of civil activities will also 
be supported under the Partnership for Peace and bilateral or multilateral coopera-
tion and support programs (CHF 4.5 mn), as well as research programs (CHF 0.3 
mn). With the roughly CHF 45 mn annually, the Federal Council is seeking no sub-
stantial increase in VBS funding for civil peacebuilding.   

Further information: VBS, Christian Catrina: Christian.Catrina@dsp.admin.ch 

 

The work of the three Geneva Centres and the ISN 

The Geneva Centre for Security Policy (GZS) offers several international courses for 
people concerned with security policy, drawn from diplomatic, military and govern-
ment circles. In the future, they should also be addressing politicians as well as per-
sons representing international organizations or the Southern Mediterranean area 
and the Middle East. www.gcsp.ch/ 

The Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD) supports in-
ternational humanitarian mine clearance. It is also working on the improvement of 
procedures and technologies for humanitarian demining. 
 www.gichd.ch/ 

The Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF) collects ex-
periences regarding the democratic and civilian control of armed forces. It fosters in-
ternational cooperation in this field. For the period 2004-2007, DCAF expects to 
forge permanent working relations with the European Union, OSCE, NATO, Euro-
Atlantic Partnership Council, Partnership for Peace, Council of Europe, United Na-
tions and with all European Parliaments. www.dcaf.ch/ 

The International Relations and Security Network (ISN) at ETH Zurich promotes in-
ternational dialogue and cooperation aided by modern information and communica-
tion technologies. Over the period 2004-2007, the ISN is to be consolidated and ex-
panded as an internationally leading integrated scientific network. At the same time, 
ISN will be endeavouring to develop new forms of cooperation in research, discus-
sion and education. www.isn.ch 

 

 

Swiss project of mine-clearance in Angola  

The Division of Political Affairs IV of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
(DFA) supports six new mine-clearance teams in Angola until the end of 2003. The 
British NGO Halo Trust will implement the program. Switzerland had already in-
vested in mine clearance in Angola during the mid-1990s, but the program was in-

mailto:Christian.Catrina@dsp.admin.ch
http://www.gcsp.ch/
http://www.gichd.ch/
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.isn.ch/


 
 
Newsletter 01/2003 9 K O F F   

terrupted in 1998 by the new outbreak of war. According to estimates, about 2 mil-
lion land mines are laid in Angola, hindering humanitarian aid, reconstruction, and 
the return of more than four million refugees. 

Further information:  
DFA, Henriette Eppenberger: henriette.eppenberger@eda.admin.ch 

 
 

PCIAs by DEZA: useful but in need of further refinement 

Applied in a flexible and participatory manner, Peace and Conflict Impact Assess-
ments (PCIAs) have proved very useful, even though the tools themselves could be 
further refined. This was the conclusion reached by members of the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation (SDC) at a workshop held last December. In their pre-
sent form, the PCIAs were deemed to provide motivation to recognize conflict zones 
and to draw the necessary conclusions for planning and management. Naturally, 
PCIAs had to be meticulously prepared, conducted and  analyzed. SDC staff mem-
bers felt that if the use of the tools was to be simplified in the future, the initial re-
quirements would have to be minimized and a modular and expandable set-up 
would need to be developed (they would have to be separated out into modules of 
scalable stages). The purpose of the workshop was to work out how PCIA tools 
could be further developed and adapted to the needs of the SDC. Experiences and 
lessons learned from eight PCIAs of SDC programs conducted in 2002 formed the 
basis for this workshop. 

Further information: Esther Schaufelberger: Esther.Schaufelberger@deza.admin.ch 

 
 

International News 

Nonviolent Peaceforce launches pilot project in Sri Lanka 

After almost four years of preparation, the international organization Nonviolent 
Peaceforce was set up last December in Delhi, India. Nonviolent Peaceforce aims to 
intervene non-violently in conflict areas on a larger scale. The task of its activists is 
to avert violent conflict whenever possible, safeguard human rights and thereby pro-
vide local groups with greater leeway for action. At the founding meeting in Delhi, 
over 120 persons from all over the world decided to conduct a pilot project in Sri 
Lanka together with a local organization. If the funds can be raised, some 60 peace 
activists will still be sent into various regions of Sri Lanka in 2003. Nonviolent Peace-
force is also active in other countries and regions, however, for example in Is-
rael/Palestine and in Latin America. Nonviolent Peaceforce is comprised of over 50 
member organizations, among them the “International Peace Bureau” in Geneva. 

Further information: 
- International Office (St. Paul, USA), info@nonviolentpeaceforce.ort 
- Coordinator for Europe: Rachel Julian: europe@nonviolentpeaceforce.org 

mailto:henriette.eppenberger@eda.admin.ch
mailto:Esther.Schaufelberger@deza.admin.ch
http://www.nonviolentpeaceforce.org/
mailto:europe@nonviolentpeaceforce.org
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Conflict prevention in EU development policy 

The European Commission has presented its “Annual Report 2001 on the EC devel-
opment policy and the implementation of the external assistance”. In it, the Com-
mission recognises conflict prevention as one of four cross-cutting themes that need 
to be embodied in all areas of EU development policy. The other cross-cutting 
themes are: the promotion of Human Rights, equality between men and women, and 
environmental aspects and conflict prevention. 

For the purposes of mainstreaming conflict prevention, EU Country Strategy Papers  
(CSPs) have been systematically reviewed from a conflict prevention perspective. As 
a result, more attention is now being drawn in the CSPs to those underlying causes 
of conflict that external aid or other EU instruments should target. In terms of pro-
gramming, the Commission intends to put more emphasis on strengthening the rule 
of law, supporting democratic institutions, developing civil society and reforming the 
security sector.  

The report can be downloaded from: 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/tender/data/AOF35250.htm 

 

 

Call for projects supporting  free media in the Balkans 

The European Commission is seeking project proposals for support to free and inde-
pendent media in the Western Balkans. For that purpose, the Commission is making 
available a total of € 1.5 million for a maximum of 15 different projects. The call for 
proposals is being addressed to organizations with headquarters in countries in the 
Balkans or the European Union. The deadline for the reception of applications is 24 
February 2003. 

Further information: 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/tender/data/AOF35250.htm 

 

 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/tender/data/AOF35250.htm
http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/tender/data/AOF35250.htm
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Events 

Guatemala week at Bern University 

In the first week of February, the Amnesty International Group of Bern University will 
be organizing three evenings at the University involving lectures, discussions, and 
films on the topic of  dealing with the past and the human rights situation in Gua-
temala. 

Further information: www.guatemalanetz.ch/aktuell/ai-woche-210103.pdf 

 

 

Demonstration against a possible war on Iraq for 15 February 

Several organizations have called for a national rally against a possible war on Iraq 
on 15 February in Bern. 

Further information: www.gsoa.ch/agenda/20030215_Aufruf.pdf 

 

 

AFK annual colloquium „Democracies at war“ 

The annual colloquium of the German Association for Peace and Conflict Research 
(AFK, Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Friedens- und Konfliktforschung) will be taking 
place from 21 to 23 February 2003 at the Evangelische Akademie in Iserlohn with 
the subject “Democracies at War”.  

Further information: www.kircheundgesellschaft.de/pdf/tg32_krieg.pdf 

 

 

International conference of the World Mediation Forum 

The fourth international conference of the World Mediation Forum will take place in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 9-11 May 2003.  The conference topic: “Building Peaceful 
Co-existence: Mediation and negotiation in a conflictual world”.  

Further information: http://www.mediate.com/world/ 

 
 

http://www.guatemalanetz.ch/aktuell/ai-woche-210103.pdf
http://www.kircheundgesellschaft.de/pdf/tg32_krieg.pdf
http://www.mediate.com/world/
http://www.gsoa.ch/agenda/20030215_Aufruf.pdf
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Training 

First online courses from “Transcend Peace University“ 

Starting in February 2003,  “Transcend” will be running the following six 15-week 
online courses: “Conflict Transformation”, “Global Conflicts and Nonviolence”, 
“Peacebuilding and Empowerment”, “Peace Journalism”, “Peace and the Arts” and 
“Nonmilitary Aspects of Security”.  

Further information: www.transcend.org/tpu 

 

 

Online courses in Transforming Civil Conflict 

The European Network University, an initiative of the University of Amsterdam and 
the Centre for Conflict Resolution of Bradford University, UK, will be offering two  
4-week online courses in Transforming Civil Conflict, in February/March or 
March/April.  

Further information: www.netuni.nl/demos/tcc/ 

 

 

Annual course run by the Peace Education Forum 

Beginning on 22 February, the Peace Education Forum will be running a two-part 
annual course in Zurich. Courses will be offered over two six-day periods on the sub-
ject of non-violent conflict resolution at the personal, interpersonal and  social lev-
els.  

Further information: www.friedenserziehung.ch/studienzyklus.htm 

 

 

Continuing education course „Conflict and Peace“ 

Since 2002, the Institute for Peace and Democracy at the FernUniversität Hagen (In-
stitut Frieden und Demokratie an der FernUniversität Hagen) has been offering the 
interdisciplinary continuing education course „Conflict and Peace“, which can be 
followed part-time by working people. The next course starts on 1 April 2003. 

Further information: www.fernuni-hagen.de/FRIEDEN 

 

 

http://www.transcend.org/tpu
http://www.netuni.nl/demos/tcc/
http://www.fernuni-hagen.de/FRIEDEN
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UNU/INCORE International Summer School 

UNU/INCORE in Derry/Londonderry will be running its International Summer School 
on peacebuilding issues from 9 to 14 June 2003. The following three courses will be 
on offer: “Managing Peace Processes”, “Second Track Diplomacy and Conflict 
Transformation” as well as “Evaluation and Impact Assessment of Peacebuilding 
Projects”.  

Further information: www.incore.ulst.ac.uk/news/events/ss/index.html 

 

 

Publications 

“From war to peace” – a manual for peace mediators 

Together with the International Peace Bureau in Geneva, the South-East Asia office 
of Nonviolence International has published the book entitled „From war to peace. 
Lessons learned from achievements and failures in peace agreements over the past 
decade: a strategy for peace process optimization”. This practice-oriented manual is 
intended primarily for those engaged in peace mediation, drawing on nine specific 
country studies of transitions from armed conflict to peace.  

Further information and ordering: www.ipb.org/web/index.php 

 

 

Conference report on humanitarian aid in conflict regions 

In May 2002, VOICE (Voluntary Organisations in Cooperation in Emergencies), a 
network of 100 Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) engaged in humanitarian 
aid, held a conference under the theme “Improving the Quality of Aid in Conflict 
Situations”. A report on that conference is now available. It addresses the review 
and analysis of experiences and methodological aspects of conflict transformation 
and analysis. The report highlights currently available methods and offers some 
guidance as to training possibilities geared toward better preparing NGO members 
for conflict situations. Lastly, it formulates joint conclusions and recommendations. 
The report offers a good overview of the current discussion surrounding humanitar-
ian aid in conflict zones and can be downloaded from:  

www.ngovoice.org/activities/page/projects/improvingQuality/aic.pdf 
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DDCS Study „Sicherheit und Geschlecht 2002“  

The Security Policy Division of the Federal Department of Defence, Civil Protection 
and Sports (DDCS) has drawn up a secondary analysis regarding opinion-building in 
foreign, security and defense policy from gender-specific perspectives. A summary 
can be downloaded from: 

www.vbs-
ddps.ch/internet/vbs/de/home/publikationen/publikationen.Par.0010.DownloadFile.t
mp/Zusammen-Bericht-SPOL-Geschlecht-02.pdf 

 

 

Web tip 

Private sector activities and armed conflict 

The website of the Programme for International Co-operation and Conflict Resolu-
tion (PICCR) of the Norwegian Fafo-Institute for Applied Social Science offers inter-
esting information and links concerning a topical subject. Under the „Economies of 
Conflict“ project, the PICCR is looking into the role of private sector activities in 
armed conflict. The site makes available the latest studies arising from the project on 
the linkages between oil, diamonds, tropical timber, illegal money transfers and con-
flicts. It provides references to key official documents as well as links to relevant 
non-governmental organisations and research institutes. 

www.fafo.no/piccr/index.htm 
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