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From the Center for Peacebuilding  

Central Asia Roundtable  on international aid and conflict transformation 

At the beginning of March, the Center for Peacebuilding, together with the swis-
speace project FAST, organized a roundtable on Central Asia under the theme "In-
ternational aid and conflict transformation: assessment, reflections and criteria de-
velopment". 
Shirin Akiner, a member of the London-based „School of Oriental and African Stud-
ies“, analysed the existence of nationalism in the region before and during the time 
of the USSR and its exacerbation following the collapse of the Soviet empire. Shirin 
Akiner highlighted the differences amongst the countries and underscored the many 
problems hampering players from outside the region: ignorance of the region, no 
historical understanding of these countries, the wish to impose a particular western 
model of democracy, double standards, lack of consistency, no long-term commit-
ment, and so on. Shirin Akiner recalled just how important and crucial was a sense 
of security at all levels in the region. External players could play a positive part if 
they work in transparency, acquire in-depth knowledge of the region and respect its 
cultures and its history. 

Marie-Carin von Gumppenberg of „Policy Studies on Central Asia“ in Munich and 
former OSCE  delegate in Kirghizistan pointed out that the impact of the OSCE in 
Central Asia was rather limited. In her view, the OSCE projects lacked consistency 
and were not feasible in most cases. Some progress had been made only in the 
realm of human rights. Luigi de Martino of CIMERA then took a critical look at Swit-
zerland's contributions in the region. 

The lively discussion that followed brought out the importance of better understand-
ing the historical, political, cultural and religious dimensions of the societies on a 
broader timescale. Projects should  come to be owned by the population and aim to 
enhance organisation and strengthen the social fabric as well as forums for dialogue 
amongst the various linguistic groups. Stress was also placed on the importance of 
the media and of knowledge of human rights in general, both at the grassroots and 
at government level. 

Further information: KOFF, Mô Bleeker: bleeker@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

Workingshop on „Dealing with the past“ 

The Center for Peacebuilding organised a workshop on „Dealing with the Past“ for 
representatives from several divisions of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign 
Affairs (DFA) and various international NGO’s in late March in Bern. They examined 
a report on „Dealing with the Past“, commissioned from KOFF last year by the Po-
litical Division IV of the DFA. The discussion covered various elements of the issue 
such as international legal instruments, truth and reconciliation processes, the role 
of civil society, creating rememberance and history, dealing with the past in multi-

mailto:bleeker@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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cultural contexts, as well as in the context of newly emerging states. Also analysed 
were the frequent tensions between negotiation processes, impunity and dealing 
with the past, as well as between international standards and dealing with the past. 
The KOFF report on dealing with the past will be published in May.  

Further information: KOFF, Mô Bleeker: bleeker@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

Colombia report formulates peacebuilding recommendations 

The Center for Peacebuilding releases a new report on Colombia in the course of 
April in which several experts analyse the current situation and formulate recom-
mendations for peacebuilding in Colombia. The report had been commissioned by 
Political Division IV of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA).  

Mark Chernick  of Georgetown University and Alejo Vargas of the National Univer-
sity of Bogotá analyse the actors and their transformation in the course of the con-
flict, the roles of the state and the paramilitary, and the outcomes of the various ne-
gotiation processes. Martin Jelsma of the Transnational Institute in Amsterdam ex-
amines the „narco-traffic”, as well as the Plan Colombia and its role in prolonging 
the conflict. Robin Kirk of Human Rights Watch looks into the human rights situation 
and the behaviour of the warring parties vis-à-vis international conventions. To con-
clude the report, KOFF formulates peacebuilding recommendations to the DFA. They 
are the outcome of a series of workshops held in Switzerland last year.  

The Report can be downloaded by mid April: 
www.swisspeace.org/koff/publications.htm 

 

 

News from Swiss NGOs 

Broad-based Swiss commitment on Iraq 

Both official Switzerland and numerous non-governmental organizations are taking 
humanitarian action in connection with the war in Iraq. Official Switzerland has so 
far provided CHF 6.5 million for humanitarian purposes. The Swiss Agency for De-
velopment and Cooperation (SDC) is active in providing drinking water supply sys-
tems and food distribution and in the planning and construction of refugee or transit 
centres. In addition, it is funding a UNEP project designed to limit environmental 
damage caused by the war. SDC has also announced regular humanitarian meetings 
on the subject of Iraq involving up to 30 countries. 

 

 

 

mailto:bleeker@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/publications.htm
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The Swiss Red Cross (SRK) has provided CHF 1 million for emergency humanitarian 
assistance. Refugee camps are being built on the Iraqi border in cooperation with 
the Turkish and Jordanian Red Crescent movements. In Jordan, the SRK is helping to 
build a water supply system and sanitary facilities at a camp for 5000 refugees. The 
SRK has also sent emergency aid supplies to Turkey. Moreover, an information ser-
vice has been set up mainly targeting the Iraqi community in Switzerland. 
(www.redcross.ch/index.cfm?uuid=4C0F60CE64D8420881704B494E7A65BB&and_u
uid=980C6B39AD454AC8821E0AADFEC72907). 
Caritas and HEKS have established a consortium to support the Iraqi population on 
the Turkish-Iraqi border with emergency aid. Funding has also been provided for wa-
ter purification facilities and food depots in the South as well as water supplies and 
sanitary facilities for a refugee camp in Jordan. Caritas has committed some CHF 1.5 
million, and HEKS roughly CHF 500,000. The Swiss Workers' Relief Agency (SAH) is 
involved in the construction and provisioning of a refugee camp near Sulaymaniyah 
in northern Iraq. In addition to humanitarian assistance, the project is also tackling 
human rights violations and conducting educational campaigns in the camp and 
mine clearance around it. The SAH will also take part in the reconstruction of Iraq 
and support peacebuilding measures. So far, the SAH has committed some CHF 
330,000 to Iraq. 

Terre des hommes and Medair are preparing to care for refugees in the Syrian border 
area. Doctors without Borders, the Salvation Army/Switzerland and Handicap Inter-
national are active in Iraq or in neighbouring countries.  

Extensive information and links concerning Iraq war can be found, inter alia, on the 
websites of the Group for a Switzerland without an Army (www.gsoa.ch), the Swiss 
Peace Council (www.friedensrat.ch/irak.hauptseite.html) and Swiss Refugee Aid 
(www.sfh-osar.ch/d/laender/index.cfm?tid=13&path=13). 

 

 

UM summit to bridge the digital divide 

The UN world conference on the information society is set to take place in Geneva in 
December. In mid-March, some 100 stakeholders met in Berne at a preparatory 
symposium organized by the aid agencies Bread for All and Swiss Catholic Lenten 
Fund under the theme „Information and knowledge for all“. The hitherto passive at-
titude of the Swiss government in the preparatory process came in for criticism from 
the „Swiss Platform for a participatory information society“, founded ahead of the 
conference by more than 20 aid agencies and journalists’ organizations. They 
pointed out that the summit would be focusing primarily on the new information 
and communication technologies. Yet these were proving much more instrumental 
than the traditional media in fostering inequalities in society and creating rifts be-
tween haves and have-nots, in gender relations and once again between the Global 
North and South. The Platform is seeking an unequivocal commitment from the 
Swiss government to ensure that the summit will also address these problems. The 
conference must not be limited to the role of new information technologies such as 
the internet, but should continue to address the role of traditional media in devel-

http://www.redcross.ch/index.cfm?uuid=4C0F60CE64D8420881704B494E7A65BB&and_uuid=980C6B39AD454AC8821E0AADFEC72907
http://www.redcross.ch/index.cfm?uuid=4C0F60CE64D8420881704B494E7A65BB&and_uuid=980C6B39AD454AC8821E0AADFEC72907
http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://www.friedensrat.ch/irak.hauptseite.html
http://www.sfh-osar.ch/d/laender/index.cfm?tid=13&path=13
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opment questions. The Platform has laid out its demands and concerns with respect 
to the world summit in a set of principles and an action plan. As a response by the 
Swiss government to the Platform's demands, a task force is to be created in April. It 
will represent Swiss civil society in the preparation of the UN summit and is ex-
pected to remain operational even after the summit has concluded. 

Further information: 
www.verstehen-veraendert.ch/infogesellschaft/hintergrund.html and 
www.geneva2003.org 

 

Wikis as information technology for the Third World 

At the Symposium entitled „Information and knowledge for all“ hosted by Bread for 
All and Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund, the entrepreneur Hansruedi Hänni presented 
one specific tool for facilitating access to new communication technologies for the 
currently disadvantaged Global South. He presented so-called „wikis“, an extremely 
simple and easy-to-install freeware internet application. Wikis enable everyone - not 
just web page operators - to produce texts that are quickly accessible to the public 
and to access, edit or supplement other texts from their own PC, Internet cafes or by 
mobile phone (smart phones). Hänni has already installed such wikis in several Swiss 
companies and is now exploring their possible applications in development coopera-
tion work. 

Further information: Hansruedi Hänni: hh@enab.com and http://ic4.org 

 

 

HEKS steps up emergency aid for peace purposes 

HEKS - Swiss Interchurch Aid - will in future be making a 10 per cent allocation to 
specific peace work from donations received through appeals for complex emergen-
cies and disasters caused by war. An specific peace work fund was already created 
in 1997. So far, 5 per cent of donations received by HEKS to support war victims has 
been allocated to it. In a new development, the „peace percentages“ are now to be 
drawn from donations for complex emergencies and natural disasters that have been 
significantly compounded by social and political crises or conflict.  
With its peace work fund, HEKS is putting into action the idea that emergency aid is 
not merely cleaning up after a conflict but should contribute to lasting peace. The 
fund helps to finance innovative peacebuilding projects such as mediation in ongo-
ing conflicts, conflict management training, human rights monitoring or reconcilia-
tion endeavours. Over the past five years, funds have been allocated to 24 peace 
projects in Mexico, Guatemala, Indonesia, Horn of Africa, Congo, Zimbabwe, Serbia, 
Albania, Macedonia and Northern Ireland. A recent internal evaluation has shown 
that the intended impacts have largely been realized.  

Further information: HEKS, Maya Krell: krell@hekseper.ch 

http://www.verstehen-veraendert.ch/infogesellschaft/hintergrund.html
http://www.geneva2003.org/
mailto:hh@enab.com
http://ic4.org/
mailto:krell@hekseper.ch
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Multifaceted peacebuilding landscape in Switzerland 

The number of Swiss actors active in the field of peacebuilding and conflict man-
agement has grown markedly over the past three years. A good many projects, or-
ganizations or spontaneously formed groups came to light primarily in response to 
the needs of the peoples of the former Yugoslavia. In a review of the non-
governmental peacebuilding landscape in Switzerland (see article under „Publica-
tions“), Claude Ribeaux describes 80 such organisations, though he identifies more 
than 220. „The scene is quite extensive and has changed much over the past three 
years“, Ribeaux stated at the mid-March book presentation in Berne. Many leader-
ship functions have shifted from men to women, for instance. In addition to the Bal-
kans, other geographical focal points in the work of these NGOs lie in Africa and 
Central and South America. What is striking is the remarkably uneven geographical 
distribution of the organizations described by Ribeaux in Switzerland: 70 per cent of 
the NGOs are located in the main centres of Geneva, Zurich, Berne and Lausanne.  

The way NGOs are perceived by Swiss governmental actors has also changed in re-
cent years. NGOs were no longer regarded as disruptive elements but rather as 
competent collaborators, said Thomas Greminger, Head of the Peace Policy and Hu-
man Security Section of Political Division IV of the Swiss Federal Department of For-
eign Affairs (DFA). Today, NGOs are able to gain much easier access to parties in 
conflict than governmental actors. „Without NGOs, we would no longer be able to 
fulfil our mission at present“, Greminger said.  

Further information: Claude Ribaux: gotonlp@bluewin.ch 

 

 

Israel-Palestine conflict - public should exert more pressure 

Swiss civil society should undertake more concrete actions and exert greater pres-
sure on the Swiss authorities with respect to the Israel-Palestine conflict. This was 
the call made by Sergio Yahni, Co-Director of the Alternative Information Centre in 
Jerusalem, globalisation opponent José Bové and Swiss parliamentarians Ruth-Gaby 
Vermot and Anne-Catherine Menétrey at a Middle East debate held in Bern in mid-
March. The speakers stated that Switzerland's moral obligations as depositary of the 
Geneva Conventions were all too often being sidelined by economic interests. 

Yahni and Bové also called for a boycott of Israeli products for as long as Israel re-
fused to label products from West Bank and Gaza settlements as such. It was not a 
matter of sanctions for the sake of sanctions, but rather of implementing minimum 
standards under international law. The debate on the topic „Israel-Palestine: just 
peace will not come automatically“ was organised by a broad-based committee un-
der the leadership of the Group Switzerland without an Army (GSoA).  

Further information: GSoA, Tobias Schnebli: tobia@gsoa.ch 

 

 

mailto:gotonlp@bluewin.ch
mailto:tobia@gsoa.ch
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News from Swiss Government Agencies 

Swiss Parliament debates Peace Promotion Act 

With a vote of 102 to 27, the Swiss Parliament in March approved the law on civil 
peace promotion and the strengthening of human rights along with a 4-year alloca-
tion of CHF 240 million. Speaking for the Foreign Policy Committee, Remo Gysin 
(SP/BS) said that the current world situation was crying out for peace and justice. 
Switzerland’s civil peacebuilding work was highly regarded internationally, said 
Marc Suter (FDP/BE). Foreign Minister Micheline Calmy-Rey stated that the amount 
of CHF 240 million was the minimum needed to preserve Switzerland's credibility.  

The Swiss People’s Party (SVP) was the only party objecting to the bill. Ulrich Schlüer 
(SVP/ZH) said that its sole purpose was to increase the resources for peace-building 
while circumventing parliamentary control. Theophil Pfister (SVP/SG) took the view 
that developments in Iraq did not warrant increased peacebuilding work but rather a 
stronger focus on humanitarian aid. 
A minority on the left called for the allotment to be increased to CHF 280 million. 
Vreni Müller-Hemmi (SP/ZH) stated that an additional CHF 40 million would enable 
Switzerland to step up its demining activities. 

The record of the parliamentary discussions can be viewed at:  
www.parlament.ch/ab/frameset/d/n/4617/79678/d_n_4617_79678_79679.htm 

 

 

COPRET – the Confederation’s peacebuilding management service 

The Conflict Prevention and Transformation Division (COPRET) was created two 
years ago in the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). This division 

• Offers and supplies expertise, for example in the moderation of workshops 
with parties in conflict; 

• assists with working processes such as evaluations, planning development 
and devising SDC country-specific programmes and projects; 

• produces conflict analyses, with the particular aim of crisis prevention; 
• provides methodological and didactic support in the areas of „do no harm“, 

„lessons learnt and best practices“ as well as „peace and conflict impact 
assessment“; 

• offers training and specialist seminars; 
• offers access to the networks of the most important players in international 

cooperation (UNDP, World Bank, OECD/DAC, EU).  

In recent months, COPRET has also helped to elaborate SDC guidelines for peace de-
velopment, which will provide the framework for the SDC's work over the next five 
years. 

COPRET's experience has shown that a growing number of people are being con-
fronted in their daily lives with both armed conflict and poverty, which means that 
peace policy also implies poverty eradication, even though these two areas of inter-

http://www.parlament.ch/ab/frameset/d/n/4617/79678/d_n_4617_79678_79679.htm
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national cooperation have to be addressed with different resources. Here the issue 
of migration is becoming increasingly significant for COPRET. 

To enable the small COPRET division and its three programme leaders to handle all 
the assignments from the geographical divisions, it works closely with staff from 
SDC operational departments as well as various legal advisers and local and foreign 
centres of excellence.  

COPRET is part of the SDC's Thematic and Technical Resources Department, which 
serves as a centre of excellence for the five priority themes of the SDC poverty strat-
egy (conflict management, good governance, social development, employment and 
income as well as natural resources and environment). 

Further information: 
www.deza.admin.ch/organisation_detail.php?userhash=98694&l=d&nav=9,13,198,
233 

 

This contribution is part of a mini-series. Since the start of the year, the KOFF News-
letter has been presenting project offices created within Swiss development coopera-
tion entities with special responsibility for peace building. There will be further con-
tributions in the series.  

 

 

International News 

EU researches causes of conflict 

Five European Union research projects were launched in mid-March to explore the 
roots of conflict and offer possible conflict solutions. Analysts have so far been fo-
cusing on economic and political tensions as the main causes of conflict. The new 
EU studies go a step further to incorporate other elements such as social and psy-
chological factors.  

Fifty-three research teams from 14 EU member states and 9 application countries as 
well as Israel are participating in the five projects, which are being funded under the 
Fifth EU Framework Programme for Research. The project has a budget of some EUR 
4.3 million. Conflict research is also one of the priorities of the Sixth EU Framework 
Programme for Research. Proposals and projects  have to be submitted until the 
middle of April.  

Further information:  
http://improving-ser.sti.jrc.it/default/(„Governance and citizenship”) 

 

 

http://www.deza.admin.ch/organisation_detail.php?userhash=98694&l=d&nav=9,13,198,233
http://www.deza.admin.ch/organisation_detail.php?userhash=98694&l=d&nav=9,13,198,233
http://improving-ser.sti.jrc.it/default/
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Events 

Annual Sudan conference of Sudan Focal Point 

The Sudan Focal Point’s annual Sudan conference will be held in Hermannsburg, 
Germany from 2 to 4 May under the theme „Sudan on the road to peace: achieve-
ments and threats“.  

Further information and registration: sudan.fpe@real-net.de 

 

 

11th Annual International Conference on Conflict Resolution 

The Common Bond Institute's 11th Annual International Conference on Conflict 
Resolution „Sharing Tools for Personal/Global Harmony“ will be held from 8 to 18 
May in St. Petersburg, Russia. 

Further Informationen: http://ahpweb.org/cbi/icr.html 

 

 

Loccum Conference on Women in Armed Conflicts 

The Evangelische Akademie Loccum will be holding a conference on the role of gen-
der relations in overcoming and transforming armed conflicts from 27 to 29 June. 
This event is assisted by the Center for Peacebuilding/swisspeace. 
http://www.loccum.de/program/program.html 

 

 

4th European Congress for Peace Education in Hamburg 

The 4th European Congress for Peace Education of the Swiss Association of Educa-
tors for Peace will be held from 30 June to 4 July in Hamburg.   

Further information: www.ppf-germany-congress.org/ 

 

 

mailto:sudan.fpe@real-net.de
http://ahpweb.org/cbi/icr.html
http://www.loccum.de/program/program.html
http://www.ppf-germany-congress.org/
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Itinerant photo exhibition on Colombia conflict 

For two years, the itinerant exhibition „MEMORIA - the forgotten war in Colombia“ 
will be touring several towns in Switzerland. Its aim is two-fold: to capture Colom-
bia’s civil war in pictures and to illustrate Switzerland efforts to support civil resis-
tance to the war and promote peace. 

The exhibition is made of photographs by the Colombian documentary photographer 
Jesus Abad Colorado from Medellín. It can be used on busy public squares, streets 
and facilities and will be accompanied by special guided tours and events. The exhi-
bition is available for hire.  

Further information: 
http://www.swisscoalition.ch/deutsch/pagesnav/framesE4.htm?H&H_Aa.htm 

 

 

Training 

Sphere Project Global Training of Trainers Course 

Sphere Project will be running the „Global Training of Trainers“ course in the hu-
manitarian field from 22 to 30 June in Ferney Voltaire, France.  

Further information: www.sphereproject.org/training/totad.htm 

 

 

Three-part continuing education course on constructive conflict management 

From 11 to 19 October 2003, the Berlin-based „Arbeitskreis für politische Bildung”, 
the French organisation „Une terre culturelle“ and the women’s organisation „Un-
ion of Palestinian Women Committees” will jointly conduct the first part of a con-
tinuing education course for multipliers on the subject of constructive conflict man-
agement in multicultural contexts. The venue will be Berlin. The second part of the 
programme will take place in late December in Palestine and the third is scheduled 
for spring 2004 in Marseille.   

Further information: office@bapob.in-berlin.de 

 

 

http://www.swisscoalition.ch/deutsch/pagesnav/framesE4.htm?H&H_Aa.htm
http://www.sphereproject.org/training/totad.htm
mailto:office@bapob.in-berlin.de
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Publications 

New book on networking in Swiss peacebuilding 

What resources in civil peace-building and crisis prevention are available in Switzer-
land? Who are the civil society players to whom it could turn? Answers to such ques-
tions are given in Claude André Ribaux's book „Friedensförderung und Konfliktbear-
beitung in der Schweiz“, which was published earlier in March. It was commissioned 
by Political Division IV of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs in 2002 in 
response to a motion in parliament. It constitutes an inventory of the capacities for 
peacebuilding and conflict transformation, and for the first time introduces 80 or-
ganizations active in this field. The annex presents the data in table form, broken 
down by sphere of activity, geographical area, conflict management instrument, per-
son and by addresses of these organizations.  

The book can be ordered from the author Claude Ribeaux at a price of CHF 15.  

Further information and ordering: Claude Ribaux: gotonlp@bluewin.ch 

 

 

„Peace and Conflict 2003” 

Peace and Conflict 2003, a 70-page global report by Monty G. Marshall and Ted 
Robert Gurr, is now available. It details major trends in armed conflict, self-
determination movements, and democracy through the contemporary era, 1946-
2002, and provides a „conflict ledger“ assessing each country's „peace-building ca-
pacity“ in 2003. Peace and Conflict 2003 is the second edition in the global report 
series produced by the Integrated Network for Societal Conflict Research (INSCR) 
program at the University of Maryland’s Center for International Development and 
Conflict Management (CIDCM). New features in the 2003 report include sections on 
trends in Anti-Globalization Protests and International Crises.  

The report can be downloaded from: www.cidcm.umd.edu/inscr/peace.htm 

 

 

mailto:gotonlp@bluewin.ch
http://www.cidcm.umd.edu/inscr/peace.htm
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Web tip 

INCORE Internet thematic guides 

The homepage of INCORE (International Conflict Research), a joint initiative be-
tween the University of Ulster and the United Nations University, offers a collection 
of Internet thematic guides to particular themes related to conflict und conflict man-
agement. So far, links to 16 topics are available (e.g. „Aid and Conflict“, „Media 
and Conflict“ or „Political Leadership in Divided Societies“). Three new topics were 
recently added, namely „Business and Conflict“,„Mediation and Conflict“ and „Re-
storative Justice and Conflict“. The links give access to prime sources and current lit-
erature as well as the leading governmental and non-governmental players. Addi-
tional links are available pertaining specifically to the Northern Ireland conflict under 
the topics „Mediation and Conflict“ and „Restorative Justice and Conflict“.  

Web address: http://www.incore.ulst.ac.uk/cds/themes/ 

 

 

Job Tip 

FAST / swisspeace seeks Desk Officer for Southern Africa 

FAST, the early warning unit of swisspeace, seeks a desk officer for Southern Africa 
(40 – 50 per cent). The desk officer’s main task will lie in the production of FAST’s 
quarterly risk assessments on Angola, Mozambique and Madagascar.  

Further information (in German): www.swisspeace.org/information/jobs.htm 
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Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) / swisspeace 
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land without an Army • HEKS • Helvetas • Hirondelle Foundation • Intercooperation • International Association for Human 

Values • Interteam • Media Aid • Novartis Foundation for Sustainable Development • Peace Brigades International  

• Pestalozzi Children's Village Foundation • Quakers’ United Nations Office • Swissaid • Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund 

• Swiss Ecumenical Peace Program • Swiss Peace Council • Swiss Refugee Aid • Swiss League of Catholic Women • Swiss 

Red Cross • Swiss Workers’ Relief Agency • Terre des Hommes, Switzerland • War-torn Societies Project (WSP) Interna-
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