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From the Center for Peacebuilding  

Guatemala Roundtable on impunity 

A second Guatemala Roundtable was held in early April at the Center for Peace-
building (KOFF) on „illegal security forces, impunity and peace-building“. María 
Eugenia Morales de Sierra, Guatemala's Deputy Public Prosecutor for Human Rights, 
underscored the call for an international commission of inquiry into illegal security 
forces in Guatemala. She also spoke of the need to strengthen Guatemalan govern-
ment institutions. In addition, Morales de Sierra put forward various scenarios for 
the period following the withdrawal of the UN Truth Commission MINUGUA from 
Guatemala at the end of the year.  

Julie Noto Lherminé, Assistant Public Prosecutor for the Swiss Confederation, dis-
cussed elements of Swiss policy on impunity and highlighted a range of legal in-
struments for combating war crimes. Karl Heuberger of the Pool of the Swiss organi-
sations Caritas, Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund and HEKS subsequently spoke on the fu-
ture of the peacebuilding programmes of these development organisations in Gua-
temala. Further inputs came from Helen Mack, President of the Myrna Mack Founda-
tion, and from Mario Planco, Director of the „groupe d'appui mutuel“ (Gam).  

Julie Noto Lherminé's contribution, as well as an information text from CICIACS 
(Commisión de investigación sobre los cuerpos clandestinos de seguridad) can be 
downloaded from www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_guatemala.htm. 

Further information: Mô Bleeker: bleeker@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

Support for the Guatemalan human rights delegation 

As an outcome of the first Guatemala Roundtable held by the Center for Peacebuild-
ing in November last, a support group was organised for the Guatemalan Delegation 
to the 59th Session of the UN Commission on Human Rights in Geneva in March and 
April. The group was made up of representatives of the World Council of Churches, 
the Centre Europe Tiers-Monde (CETIM), Guatemalanetz Bern and of KOFF.  

The Guatemalan delegation attended a lecture on impunity at the University of Ge-
neva on 2 April. On 4 April the delegation travelled to Berne and met with represen-
tatives of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and with a delegation 
drawn from several Swiss churches. The delegates then visited the Guatemala 
Roundtable at KOFF.  

Further information: Mô Bleeker: bleeker@swisspeace.unibe.ch 
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KOFF South-Eastern-Europe-Roundtable on repatriation issues 

The fifth roundtable on South-Eastern Europe was held in mid-April at the Center for 
Peacebuilding. The central topic was a specific reconstruction and repatriation pro-
gramme being run by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) in 
Croatia. Starting with this example, the discussion extended to topics such as the 
peace-building impact of technical infrastructure projects, repatriation issues and 
other topical problems of the Knin region. The SDC will be conducting a Peace and 
Conflict Impact Assessment (PCIA) of its project in June. The results will be pre-
sented and discussed at the next KOFF South-Eastern Europe Roundtable, expected 
to take place during the second half of the year. 

During the second part of the event, participants discussed the future of the South-
Eastern Europe Roundtable following staff changes at KOFF. They all agreed that the 
Roundtable should be continued. Roundtable participants attached special value to 
the opportunity for networking and information sharing as well as the focus on civil 
peace-building aspects. Possible future roundtable topics are repatriation, transition, 
the role of civil society in the Balkans and local good governance. 

Further information: KOFF, Roland Dittli: roland.dittli@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

NADEL course on „Peacebuilding and international cooperation“  

At the end of April the first ever course on „Peacebuilding and international coop-
eration“ was held as part of the Postgraduate Course on Developing Countries 
(NADEL) at the ETH Zurich, in co-operation with the Center for Peacebuilding. It pre-
sented the key theoretical notions of civil peacebuilding, analysed the experiences of 
Swiss and international players and gave rise to the most important methods and in-
struments. 

To give participants an insight into concrete applications, several practical tools for 
conflict analysis were presented and illustrated by means of examples. Moreover, 
one method of conflict transformation, that of mediation, was presented as a possi-
bility for third party intervention, and demonstrated by means of role-playing. To 
elucidate the meaning of the new cross-cutting issue of peacebuilding for projects 
and programmes, it was attempted to instil greater „conflict-sensitivity“ into course 
participants so as make them aware of the special demands of work in the conflict 
environment. Furthermore, the course offered brief overview of specific methodo-
logical approaches to conflict-sensitive project design such as „Do no harm“ and 
„Peace and Conflict Impact Assessment“ (PCIA).  

The course was completed by a wide-ranging discussion with Markus Heiniger of Po-
litical Division IV of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and Brigitte 
Morgenthaler of OeME, both of whom are active in peacebuilding in Sri Lanka.  

Further information: KOFF, Esther Marthaler: esther.marthaler@swisspeace.unibe.ch 
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News from the team 

Mô Bleeker left the Center for Peacebuilding at the end of April. She is headed for 
Guatemala, where she will spend the next 10 months helping to build up the new 
peace promotion programmes of Political Division IV of the Swiss Federal Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs (DFA). In KOFF, Mô Bleeker had been responsible for activi-
ties pertaining to Central and South America as well as for the thematic priority 
„Dealing with the past and reconciliation processes“. A study on the conflict in Co-
lombia prepared under her supervision has just appeared in the KOFF series. Another 
report with contributions from well-known experts on dealing with the past is now 
being prepared for printing. Mô Bleeker will still be collaborating with KOFF in the 
framework various projects. 

Further information: KOFF, Anita Müller: anita.mueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

News from Swiss NGOs 

Catholic Lenten Fund plans internal special-interest group 

The Catholic Lenten Fund intends to create an internal special-interest group on 
„Conflict transformation and peace-building“ It is meant to foster the sharing of 
knowledge and experiences within the Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund as well as to se-
cure know-how, experiences, concepts, action approaches and instruments from 
outside it. Yet it is not merely a matter of improving know-how, but of effectively 
mainstreaming peace and conflict issues in all aspects of project work. Conflict 
transformation and peace-building should not merely be integrated into projects but 
should also underpin the conflict culture within the Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund and 
its partner organisations. The creation of the new special-interest group is planned 
as part of the current restructuring process, in which conflict transformation and 
peacebuilding as well as other core areas of the work of the Catholic Lenten Fund 
are becoming institutionally anchored.  

Already last year in an internal project, the Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund had dis-
cussed experiences and lessons from its conflict transformation and peacebuilding 
work hitherto and had improved its own expertise. The process revealed that con-
siderable knowledge and broad experience already existed internally. On the other 
hand, the achievements and experiences of outside players are still not being suffi-
ciently and systematically taken into account, and project leaders recognise this as a 
major shortcoming.  

Further information: Christoph Mohni: mohni@fastenopfer.ch 
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Years of peace work by the Catholic Lenten Fund 

Peace work has always been of central importance to the Swiss Catholic Lenten 
Fund, as the development organisation of the Catholic Church in Switzerland. The 
Catholic social doctrine directly links social justice, human rights and peace. Building 
further on this, the Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund regards poverty reduction and elimi-
nating unjust structures as a prerequisite for genuine peace.  

As a result of the growing number of violent crises and conflicts in its priority coun-
tries, the Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund is increasingly supporting concrete projects in 
the more restricted area of conflict transformation and peacebuilding. Cases in point 
are projects to foster inter-faith dialogue in the southern Philippines and reconcilia-
tion work between hostile ethnic groups in Kenya. In recent years, the Swiss Catholic 
Lenten Fund has also been involved in devising and implementing peace pro-
grammes in Chiapas (PROPAZ), Colombia (SUIPPCOL) and Guatemala, with funding 
from Political Division IV of the Swiss Federal Department for Foreign Affairs (DFA). 
Besides, the relief agency is active in the „Peace & Conflict Coalition“, which is do-
ing exemplary work in striving to link lobbying work in the North with project work 
in the South. This initiative comes within the framework of CIDSE, the alliance of 
Catholic development organisations from Europe and North America 
(www.cidse.org/en/peacecoalition.html). 

 

This contribution is part of a series. Since the start of the year, the KOFF Newsletter 
has been presenting project offices created within Swiss development cooperation 
entities with special responsibility for peace building. There will be further contribu-
tions in the series.  

 

 

Common Cause Switzerland is new KOFF member organisation 

Common Cause Switzerland (CCS) became KOFF's 34th member organisation in 
April. CCS was founded in 1992 out of concern over the armed conflicts in Croatia 
and Bosnia. The organisation currently has some 1000 members and 15 regional 
committees. Each regional committee maintains a partnership with a community in 
the region of the former Yugoslavia. Volunteers become involved in numerous small 
projects within these partnerships.  

CCS encourages communal autonomy and local democracy, it is committed to the 
realisation of human rights and advocates reciprocal learning between different cul-
tures, as well as mutual respect. The organization reinforces local industry and 
thereby creates jobs, imparts vocational and management skills, restores infrastruc-
ture, opens the way for exchanges between school classes, sports clubs and munici-
pal authorities, creates playgrounds and youth forums and encourages the sharing of 
experiences via the Internet. The CCS also organises conferences and seminars on 
selected topics and publishes a quarterly circular letter. Amongst other things, the 
organization plans the launch of a youth programme this year, with a seminar in 

http://www.cidse.org/en/peacecoalition.html
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Bosnia and a community consultancy project in Macedonia. Common Cause Switzer-
land is presided over by former Ambassador Marianne von Grünigen, while Claude 
Nicolet is Director at the Lenzburg headquarters. 

Further information:  

CCS, Claude Nicolet: Tel. 062 888 0150, info@ggs-ccs.ch and www.ggs-ccs.ch 

 

 

Resolution by the Swiss Anti-War Alliance  

The Swiss Anti-War Alliance - a coalition of organisations in defence of peace, politi-
cal parties and relief agencies - has issued a resolution condemning the Federal 
Council's decision to lift the ban on weapons exports to the USA and the United 
Kingdom. It calls instead for Switzerland to work for a United Nations condemnation 
of the war on Iraq. In addition, the Federal Council should declare George W. Bush 
„persona non grata“, the resolution states. Moreover, all companies that support 
the Bush Administration should be boycotted. 

The Iraq war has confirmed that there is no such thing as clean warfare, writes the 
Alliance. The war has claimed thousands of lives, leaving countless wounded, dis-
abled and orphans behind. Besides, it had destroyed vital infrastructure in an impov-
erished country. The war also meant a major humiliation for millions of people. The 
Alliance calls for a comprehensive USA and UK-funded humanitarian aid programme 
to be carried out by non-governmental organisations. 

Further information:  
Group for a Switzerland without an Army, Stefan Luzi: Stefan@gsoa.ch 

 

 

Swiss Foundation for Mine Action launches operations in Iraq 

The Swiss Foundation for Mine Action (FSD) launched its landmine and dud clear-
ance programmes in Iraq in April. Two teams are standing by in Kuwait, one in Iran 
and another in Jordan for that purpose. The teams are headed by international ex-
perts. 

Further information: http://www.fsd.ch/ 

 

 

Strong demand for jobs in international cooperation 

The Center for Information, Counseling and Training - cinfo - last year received some 
5000 personal inquiries regarding positions in international cooperation. Besides, it 
was reported at a cinfo information event held in late April in Biel that almost 
200,000 cinfo publications were downloaded or forwarded via the Internet. Cinfo 
has recorded an increase in the number of inquiries specifically about further train-

mailto:info@ggs-ccs.ch
http://www.ggs-ccs.ch/
mailto:Stefan@gsoa.ch
http://www.fsd.ch/


 
 
Newsletter 04/2003 7 K O F F   

ing. Naturally, the supply does not meet the demand. Last year, 107 organisations 
advertised 529 positions in international cooperation on cinfoposte, the cinfo „job 
opportunities forum“. More qualified persons with specific professional experience 
and less all-rounders are being sought. There are some 3000 subscribers to cin-
foposte.  

The cinfo foundation was set up in 1990 and is sponsored by several Swiss devel-
opment organisations, the SDC, the ICRC and the Swiss Association for Vocational 
Counselling. It provides information, as well as fee-liable counselling and training for 
people who are interested in an appointment in the field of international coopera-
tion or who wish to help improve North-South relations. Inversely, cinfo supports in-
stitutions seeking staff for local or foreign assignments, and provides such personnel 
with counselling in preparation for travelling abroad, during their mission and after 
their return. 

Further information: www.cinfo.ch 

 

 

News from Swiss Government Agencies 

Micheline Calmy-Rey calls for national human rights commission 

The head the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA), Federal Councillor Mich-
eline Calmy-Rey has come out in favour of the creation of a national human rights 
commission. Such a commission would underscore the coherence of Swiss human 
rights policy and raise its profile both at home and abroad, Calmy-Rey told Swiss 
Amnesty International delegates in Geneva in April.  

Swiss politicians and non-governmental organisations have been calling for such a 
national human rights institution for over ten years now. In December 2001, a corre-
sponding draft was tabled in Parliament thanks to an initiative by Vreni Müller-
Hemmi. The matter was originally to have been discussed at the 2003 spring ses-
sion, but was postponed. Micheline Calmy-Rey said that the Federal Council would 
be discussing a report commissioned by the Senate from the DFA on the same sub-
ject next autumn.  

Further information: www.humanrights.ch/schweiz/eidg_kommission/index.html 
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Swiss study reveals massive environmental damage in Iraq 

A study on the environmental situation in Iraq published at the end of April shows 
that the country has sustained massive damage thanks to wars, sanctions and mis-
management. According to the situation report conducted by the United Nations En-
vironment Programme (UNEP) and funded by the Swiss Government, the problems 
are alarming and call for immediate emergency measures.  

The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) could well participate in 
short-term measures such as the provision of drinking water. The SDC was more in-
terested in long-term measures, however. The SDC stated that it could conceivably 
become involved in sound environmental management, i.e. drafting environmental 
legislation or structuring environmental authorities. Iraq is not expected to become a 
future priority country for Swiss development cooperation work, however.  

The study was initiated at the time of the humanitarian conference held in February 
in Geneva. The aim of the study was to conduct an initial post-war assessment of 
environmental damage and on that basis to formulate a short-term strategy for pro-
tecting the people of Iraq. 

The report can be downloaded from: http://postconflict.unep.ch/high2.htm 
Further information: SDC, Franz Stoessel: franz.stoessel@deza.admin.ch 

 

 

International News 

EU development strategy for Afghanistan 

The European Commission has allocated EUR 400 million in aid for reconstruction in 
Afghanistan for the years 2003 and 2004. Some EUR 100 million will be spent on ru-
ral development and feeding programmes and almost another 100 million each for 
rebuilding economic infrastructure and effecting public sector reforms. The aid pack-
age also contains a further EUR 14 million each for supporting the civilian popula-
tion and for human rights promotion. A document to this effect was signed at a 
meeting between the Afghan government, donors and aid agencies. That meeting 
also examined international long-term commitments in Afghanistan as well as the 
priorities for the current year.  

Further information:   
http://europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/afghanistan/intro/index.htm 

 

 

 

http://postconflict.unep.ch/high2.htm
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EU supports Congo-Brazzaville peace process 

The European Commission is supporting the disarming, disbanding and reintegration 
of the so-called Ninja rebels in the Republic of Congo-Brazzaville, to the tune of EUR 
731,000. The ceasefire agreement of 17 March between the Government and the 
Ninja rebels in the Pool region was a good opportunity to secure lasting peace, 
writes the Commission. The funds will be used within the framework of the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP).  

Further information: 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/cfsp/news/ip03_540.htm 

 

 

Events 

Oikos Conference on „Doing Business in Developing Countries“ 

The Student Organisation for Sustainable Development at the University of St. Gallen 
(oikos) together with the State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (seco) will be holding 
a conference called „Doing Business in Developing Countries - Meeting the Needs of 
the Poor“ on 6 and 7 May in St. Gallen.  

Further information: www.oikos-konferenz.org/ 

 

 

HEKS Info-lunch on peace education  

The HEKS Cantonal Working Group Zurich and the OeME Office of the Evangelisch-
reformierten Landeskirche Zurich will be hosting an Info-Lunch on 7 May in Zürich 
where a report will be made on the situation of children in the Balkans. 

Further information: www.heks.ch 

 

 

„Pax Americana“ - Conference on security and peace policy 

On 23 and 24 May, the Paulus-Akademie will be holding a conference in Zurich on 
the theme „What are the implications of the ‘Pax Americana’ for European and 
Swiss Peace and Security Policy?“ 

Further information: http://www.paulus-akademie.ch/pdfs/03-13.pdf 

 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/cfsp/news/ip03_540.htm
http://www.oikos-konferenz.org/
http://www.heks.ch/
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UNESCO Conference on intercultural education  

A UNESCO Conference on intercultural education will be held in Jyvaskyla, Finland 
from 15 to 18 June. The event is being organised by UNESCO and the Institute for 
Educational Research of the Jyvaskyla University under the theme „Teaching and 
Learning for Intercultural Understanding, Human Rights and a Culture of Peace“. 

Further information: www.jyu.fi/ktl/unesco2003/. 

 

 

Training 

Peace research as gender research: colloquium in Berlin 

The Heinrich-Böll Foundation will be holding an Inter-disciplinary Colloquium on 9 
and 10 May in Berlin on „Pacifists/pacifism – peace research as gender research“.  

Further information: www.tu-berlin.de/zifg/events/tagungen.html 

 

 

Further training in „Constructive conflict management at the communal level“ 

The „Bund für Soziale Verteidigung“ will be organising a ten-day training course be-
tween May and November on „Constructive conflict management at the communal 
level“ in Vlotho, Germany.  

Further information: www.soziale-verteidigung.de/seminar.pdf 

 
 

Transcend: training in peace-building and conflict transformation 

The „Transcend“ organization will be running a training course on „Peacebuilding, 
Conflict  Transformation & Post-War Reconstruction, Reconciliation and Resolution“ 
from 2 to 6 June in Cluj-Napoca, Rumania, with Johan Galtung and Kai Frithjof 
Brand-Jacobsen. 

Further information: http://www.transcend.org/2-6_june.htm 

 

 

 

http://www.jyu.fi/ktl/unesco2003/
http://www.tu-berlin.de/zifg/events/tagungen.html
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Training in acquiring competencies in peace operations 

The „Pearson Peacekeeping Centre“ will be running the course „In the Service of 
Peace: Civilian Core Competencies in Peace Operations“ from 16 to 27 June in Nova 
Scotia, Canada. 

Further information: www.reliefweb.int/Training/ti1470.html 

 

 

Publications 

ICG Report: „War in Iraq: Political Challenges after the Conflict“ 

The International Crisis Group's latest report on Iraq offers what most reports lack: 
intimate knowledge of all levels of Iraqi society combined with excellent analytical 
preparation for the political problems now looming. The report addresses questions 
concerning present loyalties and forms of legitimacy and sheds light for example on 
and the part to be played by traditional social structures or ideology in political and 
social reconstruction. Another strongpoint of the report is its detailed description of 
the individual social and political groupings and strata. The report's recommenda-
tions point toward a UN-supervised transitional phase that should be „administra-
tion-light but security-heavy“. According to the report, the key to success is putting 
in place a fair and transparent international transitional authority allowing the Iraqi 
people to identify and select their own leadership from the bottom up. 

The report can be downloaded from: 
www.crisisweb.org/projects/showreport.cfm?reportid=927 

 

 

Web tip 

Interesting websites on the Iraq conflict 

Interportal: The dossier contains information on the activities of several Swiss relief 
agencies and their partner organisations as well as positions taken by civil society 
organizations in connection with human rights and international law:  

http://zope.interportal.ch/interportal/interportal/dos_dossier_dtml?artikelID=68&spr
achID=1&rubrikID=10 

Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA): The DFA has commissioned a project 
for the systematic documentation of locally verified information on the impacts of 
the war on the civilian population.  The web portal is being maintained by the „Inte-
grated Research and Information System“ (IRIS) and the „Program on Humanitarian 
Policy and Conflict Research“ (HPCR) of Harvard University. It additionally offers le-

http://www.reliefweb.int/training/ti1470.html
http://www.crisisweb.org/projects/showreport.cfm?reportid=927
http://zope.interportal.ch/interportal/interportal/dos_dossier_dtml?artikelID=68&sprachID=1&rubrikID=10
http://zope.interportal.ch/interportal/interportal/dos_dossier_dtml?artikelID=68&sprachID=1&rubrikID=10
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gal analyses on humanitarian law issues in Iraq and possibilities to contact the ex-
perts concerned. Moreover, training courses are prepared for interested players: 
www.ihlresearch.org/iraq 

European Commission: The website contains a comprehensive collection of informa-
tion material such as latest news, background dossiers on topics such as overall rela-
tions between the European Union and Iraq, trade relations, mine action, sanctions 
and UN resolutions, also including videos and maps. 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/world/iraqsit/ 

International Committee of the Red Cross: The ICRC site offers multimedia informa-
tion on the current situation in Iraq and surrounding countries. This includes field re-
ports by ICRC staff, reports on ICRC visits to prisoners-of-war, as well as information 
on Geneva Convention issues: 
www.icrc.org/Web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/special_iraq?OpenDocument 

International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies: The Federa-
tion's site presents its emergency appeals, news and press releases as well as a 
photo gallery: www.ifrc.org/WHAT/disasters/response/iraq.asp 

Saferworld, BASIC and ISIS: These three non-governmental organisations maintain a 
site with regular updates, analyses and discussion papers. There are also fortnightly 
information bulletins, as well as commentaries, publication tips and links: 
www.iraqconflict.org/  

ReliefWeb:  The UN website of the „Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Af-
fairs“ (OCHA) contains a database of important documents and links. 
www.reliefweb.int/w/rwb.nsf/vLCE/Iraq?OpenDocument&StartKey=Iraq&Expandvie
w 
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