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From the Center for Peacebuilding  

Annual meeting of NGO members  

Some two-thirds of the 34 KOFF non-governmental member organizations met on 16 
May in Bern for the 2003 meeting of members. Project Director Anita Müller made a 
positive assessment of the past year and underlined the large number of activities as 
well as the strong demand for the various services. Amongst other challenges she 
identified the high staff turnover, the feedback of expertise from consultancy as-
signments to the other KOFF-member organizations and the partly difficult separa-
tion of the think-tank function from action-orientation (see KOFF annual report).  

Peter Maurer, Head of Political Division IV of the Federal Department of Foreign Af-
fairs (DFA) and Chairman of the KOFF Steering Committee, referred to the meaning-
ful information services and the roundtables as an excellent vehicle for exchanges 
between the leading players in peacebuilding. He drew attention to the still very 
small pool of expertise in this field in Switzerland. Maurer made it clear that the fur-
ther development of KOFF is also strongly dependent on the active cooperation of 
members. 

Finally, those present formulated their hopes and expectations for medium-term 
planning. Most prominent among them were training opportunities, the sourcing 
and supply of important methods and tools and the continuation of the roundtables. 
There is a crucial need for information on the activities of those involved in peace-
building domestically and elsewhere in Europe, and for roundtables on other coun-
tries and regions. 

After an initial two-year term of office, Geert van Dok (caritas) and Inge Remmert-
Fontes were unanimously reelected as NGO representatives on the Steering Commit-
tee. The term of office of the third representative, Carmen Jud (cfd), does not end 
before next year.  

Further information: KOFF, Anita Müller: anita.mueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

Wide spectrum of services available to 34 member organizations 
The membership of the Center for Peacebuilding currently includes 34 Swiss NGOs. It 
includes large and small organizations engaged in development as well as peace 
work. Three persons represent the member organizations on the Steering Commit-
tee, where they help make decisions on KOFF's strategy direction and forward plan-
ning. For an annual contribution of 500 francs for big organizations and 200 francs 
for small ones, members become eligible for a range of services. Amongst other 
things, they receive support in matters of methodics and programme planning upon 
request. This year the Center for Peacebuilding is providing its members with several 
training courses free of cost. 
 

http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/jb_2002_d.pdf
mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/members_form.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/services_members.pdf
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Work priorities for 2003 
For the current year, the Center for Peacebuilding will be addressing the following 
priority topics first and foremost: conflict-sensitive planning, do no harm, PCIA, gen-
der and peace-building, forging peace alliances as well as dealing with the past. In 
addition, activities relating to observation missions are planned. Special attention 
being devoted to expanding training opportunities as well as the information pro-
vided by the KOFF website. Finally, KOFF is this year also supporting several mem-
bers as well as the Administration in matters of methodology and planning proc-
esses. Also planned are regular roundtables on Angola, the Middle East, Central 
Asia, South-Eastern Europe and Sri Lanka. Ad hoc events will take place with respect 
to other countries.  
 
 

Eighth KOFF Angola-roundtable 

The eighth Angola-roundtable held at the end of May had two thematic priorities: 
the first part centred on the input from the leader of the Swiss government peace-
building programmes in Luanda, Engracia Francisco, on the subject „Conflicts and 
approaches to conflict transformation at the grassroots level in Angola“. In the sec-
ond part, all the attending organisations presented their programmes and projects in 
Angola. One concrete outcome of this exchange is a compilation of the activities of 
all Swiss organisations in Angola. This compilation together with indications of the 
relevant contact persons and information about specific lines of activity, partner or-
ganisations and regional priorities will shortly be available on the KOFF website.  

Further information: KOFF, Roland Dittli: dittli@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

News from Swiss NGOs 

Ecumenical Peace Programme to join HEKS 

On 1 July the Swiss Ecumenical Peace Programme (SÖF) will be transformed from an 
association into a simple company and affiliated to the domestic service of HEKS 
(Swiss Interchurch Aid). HEKS staff member Martin Borst will be the new Project Di-
rector. These measures should make the SÖV structure leaner and simplify its organ-
izational procedures. Another expected outcome of the restructuring is a rework of 
the SÖF concept. The budget will increase from almost CHF 100,000 to just under 
CHF 130,000.  

Further information: HEKS, Martin Borst: borst@hekseper.ch 

 

mailto:dittli@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:borst@hekseper.ch
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SÖF annual course on „Training for Peace Work and Conflict Resolution“  
The SÖF represents an alliance of several peace organizations and Christian relief 
agencies. It fosters peace work in church and society, specifically through training 
and continuing education in non-violent peace work and conflict resolution. This in-
cludes the part-time annual course „Training for Peace Work and Conflict Resoluti-
on“, which is geared towards people active in aid agencies and peace organizations 
or people preparing for an assignment in the realm of international co-operation or 
persons wishing to become active in their professional or private context in Switzer-
land. The course covers theoretical and practical approaches to non-violent commu-
nication, non-violent action and conflict transformation models.  

Further information: HEKS, Zineb Benkhelifa: benkhelifa@hekseper.ch 
 
 

Peace Watch Switzerland participates in accompaniment project in Guatemala 

Peace Watch Switzerland (PWS) has decided - at least on a trial basis  - that it will 
participate in the ACOGUATE (Coordinating Committee on International Accompa-
niment in Guatemala) project.  ACOGUATE is an international Coordinating Commit-
tee that has been seeking volunteers in the USA, Canada and in Europe over the 
past three years. Acting as international human rights monitors, these volunteers 
then accompany witnesses from indigenous villages who are entering an appearance 
in connection with charges brought against those responsible for the genocide of the 
1980s. By participating in ACOGUATE, PWS also wishes to support the peace-
seeking efforts in Guatemala jointly planned by official Switzerland and the Swiss 
Catholic Lenten Fund, Caritas and HEKS.  

Further informationen: PWS, Tel/Fax: 01 272 27 88, e-mail: corsam@peacewatch.ch 

 

 

News from Swiss Government Agencies 

Support for federalism in Sri Lanka 

In May, the new „Political Affairs Committee“ of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam (LTTE) made an educational trip to Switzerland, Germany, Belgium and Spain. It 
was an attempt to find a political solution to ethnic and political strife in Sri Lanka in 
the framework of federal structures. The trip was conceived and organised by the 
Berghof Research Centre. In Sri Lanka, the Centre runs the peacebuilding pro-
gramme „Resource Network for Conflict Studies and Transformation“, which is 
funded by the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and by Germany. 
The travel programme in Switzerland was coordinated by the Institute of Federalism.  

This is already the third study trip this year, in the wake of an earlier programme for 
a mixed parliamentary delegation and a group of journalists. It had been shown at 
the time that decentralised and federal structures were of special interest in the ar-

mailto:benkhelifa@hekseper.ch
mailto:corsam@peacewatch.ch
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eas of finances and languages. The DFA also receives each delegation for political 
talks. Such medium-term actions for building up contacts and capacities are also 
possible during phases such as those of recent weeks in which relations have soured 
somewhat in the official peace talks. 

 

Requests from the Sra Lankan parties in conflict to the Switzerland 

At the end of last year the Sri Lankan Government and the LTTE had agreed to seek 
a political solution to the ethnic and political conflict in Sri Lanka within a frame-
work of federal structures. Both parties then made requests, inter alia, to Switzer-
land for the appropriate advice and support. On the one hand, Switzerland is sup-
porting local events and courses and on the other, arranges educational trips to 
Switzerland based on a programme tailored to suit the needs of the participants. It is 
not a matter of copying the Swiss model in Sri Lanka. By sharing of experiences on 
issues such as constitutionalism, federalism, decentralised structures and civil ad-
ministration, it is hoped to support the partners in Sri Lanka in moving away from 
hitherto highly centralised ways of doing things in their country. 

Further information: DFA, Markus Heiniger: markus.heiniger@eda.admin.ch 

 

 

SDC provides CHF 30 million to support humanitarian aid projects in Iraq 

A delegation from the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) visited 
Iraq in May in order to gauge the most pressing needs of the population and coordi-
nate assistance with other relief agencies. This year, Switzerland will be contributing 
a total of CHF 30 million towards humanitarian aid projects in Iraq. Of that amount, 
CHF 11.5 million will go to the ICRC. Other multilateral partners are UNHCR, IFRC, 
IOM, UNOCHA, WFP, UNEP and WHO. Non-governmental organisations being sup-
ported are CARE and the Swiss Red Cross.  

On 20 June, KOFF will be staging a workshop called „Humanitarian aid in post-war 
Iraq: current challenges from the standpoint of peacebuilding“ (see also event ca-
lendar). 

Further information:  
www.deza.admin.ch/dossier.php?dnav=66,66,66,66&userhash=349304&l=d&shoph
ash= 

 

Coutinuing training course for the Expert Pool for Civil Peacebuilding 

Crisis situation in „Mikeland“: The group of „Romeos“ is embroiled in an ethnic 
conflict with that of the „Juliettes“. The situation is escalating. Using these imagi-
nary examples, the Swiss Expert Pool for Civil Peacebuilding (SEP) provided training 
from 11 to 23 May in Lützelflüh and Stans for 23 persons from various countries in 

mailto:markus.heiniger@eda.admin.ch
http://www.ifrc.org/
http://www.iom.int/
http://www.reliefweb.int/ocha_ol/
http://www.wfp.org/index2.html
http://www.unep.org/
http://www.who.int/en/
http://www.care.org/
http://www.deza.admin.ch/dossier.php?dnav=66,66,66,66&userhash=349304&l=d&shophash
http://www.deza.admin.ch/dossier.php?dnav=66,66,66,66&userhash=349304&l=d&shophash
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the field of civil peace-building. The attendees produced conflict analyses, drew up 
negotiation plans and realised concrete peace-building projects. In role-playing, they 
met with OSCE representatives and UN staff members, visited local police chiefs and 
assigned human rights monitors. With the involvement of international experts, the 
foundations of international peace building were discussed, both jointly and in 
group processes, information about institutions and missions (priorities OSZE and 
UN) was transmitted, and exercises took place in intercultural communication, stress 
management and in heightening gender sensitiveness.  

„The course was extremely action-oriented“, said Bernhard Bircher, who followed it 
as part of his activities at swisspeace. „Civil peace-building was dealt with compre-
hensively, and this constituted very good further training for generalists“. Bircher 
also highlighted the pleasant atmosphere amongst the participants as well as their 
international make-up, which yielded perspectives from the most widely varying 
fields of endeavour.   

Further information: SEP, Claudine Hänni: claudine.haenni@eda.admin.ch and 
swisspeace, Bernhard Bircher: bernhard.bircher@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

As a rule, the introductory course for the expert pool is held twice annually and pre-
pares participants for work and assignments international organizations. Thereafter, 
SEP experts undertake assignments for the OSZE and the UN in various countries, 
though mainly in South-Eastern Europe. The peace missions are conducted in con-
nection with democratisation, human rights monitoring, the rule of law, election 
monitoring, support for civilian administrations, civil police, customs, protection of 
minorities, gender, media and information technology. The Center for Peacebuilding 
took part in the last SEP course by offering a training module on conflict analysis 
and the foundations of conflict management and conflict transformation. 

 
 

The work of the Peace Policy Section of the DFA   

The Peace Policy and Human Security Section forms part of Political Division IV of 
the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA). It frames Switzerland's civil peace-
building policies, steers or accompanies Switzerland's input in peace dialogue proc-
esses and carries out diplomatic and operational activities in the realm of human se-
curity. It builds up expertise on specific aspects of civil conflict transformation and 
human security and maintains a structured dialogue with selected partner institu-
tions. The Section currently comprises eight staff members (of which five are diplo-
mats). Their activities rest on the following five pillars: 

1. Policy: framing of the Swiss civil peace-building policies, including civil conflict 
transformation policies. This entails dealing with Federal Council and parliamentary 
matters, coordination within the administration on and clarifying the distribution of 
work, cultivating and building up contacts with the concerned circles (Parliament, 
non-governmental organizations, university), research (departmental research, re-
search policy). 

mailto:claudine.haenni@eda.admin.ch
mailto:bernhard.bircher@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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2. Peace processes: steering or accompanying Switzerland's inputs into peace proc-
esses. Own and intermediary Track-1 mediation activities, including supervision of 
conflict transformation programmes (Colombia, Somalia, Burundi, Afghanistan, 
Myanmar, Indonesia/Aceh, Nepal). 

3. Thematic priorities: building up thematic expertise, relations with national and in-
ternational centres of excellence and networks, capitalization of experience with re-
spect to the following topics: conflict transformation, facilitation, mediation, consti-
tutionalism, decentralisation, power-sharing, human security (including new subtop-
ics such as „Non-state actors in armed conflicts“), small arms, mine action, recon-
ciliation and dealing with the past, media, security sector reforms (the form and ex-
tent of commitments in this regard are still being examined). 

4. Strategic partners: structured dialogue with key institutions, often in combination 
with tied or untied contributions. Mainly UN (DPA, DPKO, PDA) and research institu-
tions/international NGOs such as KOFF/swisspeace, Small Arms Survey (SAS), HPCR 
(Harvard), War-Torn Society Project International (WSPI), Conciliation Resources 
(CR), International Crisis Group (ICG), Geneva Centre for Humanitarian dialogue 
(HD), Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD). 

5. Human Security: Diplomatic and operational actions: initiating and accompanying 
diplomatic processes in the realm of human security (accompanying and feeding the 
Human Security Network), small arms (French-Swiss initiative in the field of Trac-
ing/Tracking), mines (accompanying of the Ottawa Process). 

Further information: 
DFA, Thomas Greminger: Thomas.Greminger@eda.admin.ch 

This contribution is part of a series. Since the start of the year, the KOFF Newsletter 
has been presenting project offices created within Swiss development cooperation 
entities with special responsibility for peace building. There will be further contribu-
tions in the series. 

 

 

International News 

Donor countries uneasy 

The Consultative Group of donor countries met for the fifth time in Guatemala in 
mid-May to continue its work of furthering the peace agreement in Guatemala. It 
was realised during the meeting that several agreements were being implemented 
only partly or not at all, as in the case of the acceleration of the peace process, the 
disbanding of the President’s elite guard (EMP), cutting the army budget, introduc-
ing various laws (cadastres, compensation for victims of the conflict, the rights of 
the indigenous peoples, tax system, etc.). The Consultative Group also made other 
disturbing observations: impunity, terrorisation, the use of violence, killings of hu-
man rights activists and members of the judicial system. Switzerland, which supports 
the Consultative Group, has expressed deep concern over the situation and has 

mailto:Thomas.Greminger@eda.admin.ch
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pledged its assistance to the CICIACS (Commision de investigacion sobre los cuerpos 
clandestinos de seguridad).   

In a new report on Guatemala, also Amnesty International (AI) warns of a dramatic 
worsening of the human rights situation in Guatemala over the past 12 months 
(http://web.amnesty.org/library/eng-gtm/index).   

Further information: DFA, Mô Bleeker: moe.bleeker@gua.rep.admin.ch as well as  

www.minugua.guate.net/CENTRO%20DE%20PRENSA/COM2003/DECLARAPRESIGR
UPODIALOGO-GC.htm 

 
 

Ministerial meeting of the „Human Security Network“  

The fifth Ministerial meeting of the Human Security Network (HSN) took place in 
Graz from 8 to 10 May. The central topics were human rights education and children 
in armed conflicts. Two political declarations and two technical documents were ap-
proved in that regard. In addition, a medium-term work plan was adopted setting 
the parameters for the future orientation of the HSN. Other topics included the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent conference scheduled for December 2003 in Geneva, the 
proliferation of small arms or the universal application of the Ottawa Convention. 
An account and the conclusions of the meeting can be seen at 
www.humansecuritynetwork.org. 

The presence of a large number of senior figures was proof that the concept of hu-
man security is internationally topical and is attracting great interest. The report of 
the Human Security Committee (www.humansecurity-chs.org) as well as the annual 
Human Security Report of the Human Security Center of the University of British Co-
lumbia (http://www.humansecurityreport.info/), due out toward the end of this year, 
will help clarify the still hazy concept of human security. 

Further information: DFA, Urs Beer: urs.beer@eda.admin.ch 

 

The Human Security Network, comprising, in addition to the Switzerland, Chile, 
Greece, Ireland, Jordan, Canada, Mali, the Netherlands, Norway, Austria, Slovenia, 
South Africa (as an observer) and Thailand, is an informal group of countries that 
addresses human security issues. The sixth Ministerial meeting will be held next year 
in Bamako under the Chairmanship of Mali. Next year's priorities are consolidating 
work in respect of small arms, the role of women in peace-keeping missions and in 
post-conflict reconstruction as well as the content and meaning of the concept of 
human security from an African perspective. 

 

http://web.amnesty.org/library/eng-gtm/index
mailto:moe.bleeker@gua.rep.admin.ch
http://www.minugua.guate.net/CENTRO DE PRENSA/COM2003/DECLARAPRESIGRUPODIALOGO-GC.htm
http://www.minugua.guate.net/CENTRO DE PRENSA/COM2003/DECLARAPRESIGRUPODIALOGO-GC.htm
http://www.humansecuritynetwork.org/
http://www.humansecurity-chs.org/
http://www.humansecurityreport.info/
mailto:urs.beer@eda.admin.ch
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Conference Reports 

Conference at the Paulus Academy on the „Pax Americana“ 

Europe and Switzerland should not simply accept the unilateral action of the „Coali-
tion of the willing“ in Iraq, which is contrary to international law. To prevent the set-
ting of a precedent,  the UN General Assembly should adopt a resolution clearly stat-
ing that the Iraq war was in violation of international law. As „Custodian of interna-
tional humanitarian law“, Switzerland is well placed to take a leading role in this. 
This was the unanimous opinion at a meeting on security- and peace policy held at 
the Paulus Academy on the 23 and 24 May in Zurich with the theme „Pax Ameri-
cana – a challenge for Europe and Switzerland“. The participants spoke out in fa-
vour of further developing international law by means of strategic alliances of like-
minded States, if necessary without US participation, though taking care to avoid a 
costly arms race with the USA through the creation of a European army. Instead, 
such funds should be earmarked for the furtherance of peace and the strengthening 
of the collective security. 

Five experts addressed the topic from various perspectives during the meeting. An-
dreas Zumach, UN-accredited journalist in Geneva, described the threat posed by the 
new US military strategy to the UN system of collective security. Dr. Roman Berger, 
US correspondent for the „Tages-Anzeiger“ from 1976 to 1982, offered insights into 
the historical evolution of present-day US policy. Dr. Gret Haller reported on impres-
sions and experiences from her time as Human Rights Ombudsperson in Bosnia-
Herzegovina between 1996 and 2000. She pinpointed virtually irreconcilable differ-
ences arising from history between European and US understanding at State level 
when it comes to the relationship between morality and law. Dr. Heinz Krummen-
acher, acting Director of swisspeace, addressed the evolution and current state of 
the Swiss security and peace policy. Dr. Max Keller gave the concluding lecture on 
peace ethics, in which he underlined parallels between the „Pax Americana“ and 
the earlier „Pax Romana“.  

Further information: see publications 
swisspeace, Daniel Schwarz: daniel.schwarz@swisspeace.unibe.ch 

 

 

womanoeuvres - Feminist debates on peace and security 

The International Women's Peace Conference of the Christian Peace Service (cfd) 
was held from 22 to 24 May in Zurich under the theme „womanoeuvres - Feminist 
Debates on Peace and Security“. By means of lectures, workshops and a panel dis-
cussion, women experts together with some 300 participants analysed the make-up 
of the present conflict-ridden world, probed into the causes of discord and tabled 
feminist peace alternatives to the prevailing security paradigms for discussion. The 
event was supported by the Center for Peacebuilding and swisspeace.  

mailto:daniel.schwarz@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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Bernadette Devlin McAliskey, human rights and peace activist from Northern Ireland, 
portrayed western democracy as organised state violence and described those 
chiefly involved in managing weapons of mass destruction as the greatest terrorists. 
Uta Klein highlighted three elements of feminist peace work: promoting different no-
tions of masculinity, understanding gender democracy as an indispensable compo-
nent of democracy, and pointing up the workings of the dominant gender models 
and of gender dualism in a conflictual system. Cynthia Cockburn spoke on the physi-
cal and ideological dividing line in Cyprus and reported on her research project with 
of a Greek-Turkish Cypriot women's group. The lecture by Maha Abu-Dayyeh 
Shamas centred on the physical as well as social and psychological violence being 
used by Israel against the Palestinians, as well as the connection between pub-
lic/political/military and „private“/domestic violence against women. Engracia 
Domingos Francisco reported on the situation of women in Angola and pointed out 
that no priority was given to including women in peace processes there and that 
women often left it up to the men to do the talking and to wield influence.  

The lectures delivered at the conference will be accessible on the Internet until early 
June at: www.cfd-ch.org/womanouevres 

 

 

Events 

„Nunca Más“ Exhibition in Bern 

The exhibition „Guatemala - ¡Nunca Más!“ about dealing with the past and the 
human rights situation in Guatemala will be running from 28 May to 27 June in 
Berne. As part of the exhibition, two discussion events will take place on 3 and 11 
June.  

Further information: www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/nuncamas.pdf 

 
 

Annual meeting of the Forum for Peace Education on the Earth Charter 

On the 15 June, the Annual meeting of the Forum for Peace Education will be held in 
Zurich. The main priority at the event will be the Earth Charter. 

Further information: www.friedenserziehung.ch/Jahresversammlung.htm 

The Earth Charter is a declaration of fundamental principles that should help build a 
just, sustainable and peaceful global society. Of fundamental importance are respect 
for nature, human rights in general, social and economic justice and a culture of 
peace. The objectives of the Earth Charter-initiative are consciousness-raising and 
coming to grips with a global code of behaviour as the basis for sustainable devel-
opment, worldwide promotion of dialogue, as well as obtaining the recognition of 
the United Nations. The Earth Charter was the outcome of a years-long consultation 

http://www.cfd-ch.org/womanouevres
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/nuncamas.pdf
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/Jahresversammlung.htm
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process. Hundreds of organisations and thousands of individuals were involved in its 
creation process. The Earth Charter was officially approved in the year 2000. Its im-
plementation is now beginning in many countries. 

Further information: www.earthcharter.org/  

 

 

Eschborn „Fachtage“ in Bonn 

On the 17 and 18 June, the German Agency for Technical Co-operation (GTZ) in 
Bonn will be holding the Eschborn Fachtage 2003. 

Further information: www.gtz.de/eschborner_fachtage/ 

 

 

KOFF Iraq Workshop 

On 20 June, KOFF will be staging a workshop called „Humanitarian aid in post-war 
Iraq: current challenges from the standpoint of peacebuilding“. The purpose is to 
discuss challenges currently facing humanitarian players in Iraq, on the basis of 
theoretical peacebuilding insights and reliable information about the country. Gün-
ther Bächler (SDC/COPRET), Prof. Toby Dodge (University of Warwick) and Hans 
Staubli (Caritas Switzerland) will all be making discussion inputs on the subject.  

Further information: KOFF, Anita Müller: anita.mueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch  

A discussion paper by Toby Dodge is available at: 
http://www.gcsp.ch/e/news/dodgeRand.htm#_ftn12  

 

 

„Colombia: Caminos para salir de la violencia“ 

The international experts meeting „Colombia: ways out of violence“ will be held in 
Frankfurt/Main on 27 and 28 June. Speakers from Colombia, the USA and Europe 
will be exploring possibilities for conflict management and conflict transformation in 
Colombia. 

Further information: http://cgi.server.uni-frankfurt.de/fb03/helfrich/ 
 

 

http://www.earthcharter.org/
http://www.gtz.de/eschborner_fachtage/
mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.gcsp.ch/e/news/dodgeRand.htm#_ftn12
http://cgi.server.uni-frankfurt.de/fb03/helfrich/
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Training 

July - Burg Schlaining Summer Academy 

The Burg Schlaining Peace Research Centre will be holding the 20th International 
Summer Academy entitled „Rogue States and State Terrorism - the Outlines of Mili-
tary Globalisation“. 

Further information: www.aspr.ac.at/sak2003.htm 

 

  

„International Humanitarian Law in Current Conflicts“ 

The International Committee of the Red Cross, the „Harvard Program on Humanitar-
ian Policy and Conflict Research“ and the „Harvard Law School Human Rights Pro-
gram“ will be running a training course and an advanced seminar on „International 
Humanitarian Law in Current Conflicts“ from 22 to 25 and 28 to 30 July at Harvard.  

Further information: www.hsph.harvard.edu/hpcr/events/ihlseminar/index.html  

 

 

Publications 

„Irak – Chronik eines gewollten Krieges“ 

The third war in Iraq was no product of the years 2002/03, but has a long history. 
First there was the arming of Saddam Hussein up to the end of the 1980s, then the 
obscure circumstances that led to the 1991 Iraq war, and the consistent manner in 
which neo-conservative US politicians - all of whom are today sitting at the controls 
of power in the Bush Jr administration - have been evoking this war in their writings, 
statements and yearnings since the mid-1990s. The renowned journalist and UN ex-
pert Andreas Zumach, together with Hans von Sponeck, former Head of the UN Pro-
gramme in Iraq, have written this book, which stands out for its wealth of facts and 
knowledge about the development of a war that was consciously desired and 
launched in contravention of international law and in contempt and misuse of 
United Nations bodies. Presented partly in interview form, the book is especially 
credible because it always makes clear when a statement is based on facts or when 
it is speculation. 

„Irak – Chronik eines gewollten Krieges“. Andreas Zumach and Hans von Sponeck, 
2003, Kiepenheuer & Witsch, Köln. 

http://www.aspr.ac.at/sak2003.htm
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/hpcr/events/ihlseminar/index.html
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Web tip 

Library of links on „Business and human rights“ 

The website of the Business and Human Rights Resource Center provides a wealth of 
up-to-date information on issues of business and human rights. The online library 
gives access to reports on over 160 countries, 150 topics and 150 sectors. The collec-
tion of links can be queried using criteria based on regions, sectors, companies, on-
going lawsuits, guiding principles, etc. The website also mentions examples of „best 
practices“ and examples of poor corporate governance. The contributions are pub-
lished by firms, governmental and non-governmental organizations, journalists and 
academicians. The Business and Human Rights Resource Center operates as an in-
dependent organization jointly with Amnesty International Sections and with aca-
demic institutions. 

Website: www.business-humanrights.org/ 

 

 

Job tip 

DED job offers in the field of civil conflict transformation and peacebuilding  

The German Development Service (DED) is the human resource development service 
of the Federal Republic of Germany. It provides developing countries with profes-
sionally experienced and socially committed experts. As part of the government's 
„Civil Peace Service” programme, it also sends experts in „civil conflict transforma-
tion and peacebuilding“.  

Current vacancies: www.ded.de/stellenmarkt/index.html (select „Civil Peace Ser-
vice“ sector)  

 

Publisher: 
Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) / swisspeace 
Sonnenbergstrasse 17, CH - 3000 Bern 7 
Tel.: +41 (0)31 330 12 12 
Fax.: +41 (0)31 330 12 13 
Email: koff@swisspeace.ch 
Internet: www.swisspeace.org/koff 

The Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) is sponsored jointly by the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and the fol-
lowing Swiss NGOs: 

• Association for the study and practice of demilitarization and non-militarisation • Coalition of Development Organizations

• Baha'i • Bread for All • Brücke – Le pont • Caritas Switzerland • CASIN • Centre for Applied Studies in International Ne-

gotiations (CIMERA) • cfd – Christian Peace Service • cfd-Women’s Office • Common Cause Switzerland • Forum for Peace

Education • Group for Switzerland without an Army • HEKS • Helvetas • Hirondelle Foundation • Intercooperation • Inter-

national Association for Human Values • Interteam • Media Aid • Novartis Foundation for Sustainable Development

• Peace Brigades International • Pestalozzi Children's Village Foundation • Quakers’ United Nations Office • Swissaid

• Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund • Swiss Ecumenical Peace Program • Swiss Peace Council • Swiss Refugee Aid • Swiss League

of Catholic Women • Swiss Red Cross • Swiss Workers’ Relief Agency • Terre des Hommes, Switzerland • War-torn Socie-

ties Project (WSP) International • Women for Peace, Switzerland 
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