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From the Center for Peacebuilding 

New content and new layout for KOFF Newsletter 

During the summer break, the concept of the KOFF Newsletter was reworked 
and its layout adjusted. The most salient changes are the new „Focus“ sec-
tion, the newly conceived „International“ section as well as the new colour 
layout.  

KOFF will use the „Focus“ section to take a closer look at a specific topic and 
put together an up-to-date, comprehensive and exclusive information pack-
age. The topics will be derived from KOFF's priority subjects or from topical 
developments. In the „International“ section, the Center will in future be re-
porting on new projects, planned activities, notices, events and publications 
from ten international partner organisations with which KOFF maintains stra-
tegic alliances. This is intended to afford readers an overview of the interna-
tional setting in which KOFF operates. The main focus of the KOFF Newslet-
ter will nevertheless continue to be reporting on the Center for Peacebuild-
ing, the NGO members and the swiss Government.  

In the new layout, the coloured boxes in the left-hand margin are eye-
catching. In this way the newsletter will provide a better overview: a sum-
mary will be made of longer texts to afford the reader a rapid overview of 
the content. The adjacent boxes provide space for a series of related links. A 
very simple and easily comprehensible layout was deliberately chosen. With 
the new concept, KOFF hopes to offer its readers more services and en-
hanced reading comfort.  

           04.08.03 
 
 
 

 

Further information and 

feedback: KOFF Lorenz 

Jakob 

 

 KOFF will use a new 

„Focus“ section. 

 In the „International“ 

section, the Center is  

reporting on news 

from ten international 

partner organisations. 

 The adjacent boxes 

provide space for facts 

and links. 

 
 

Facts 
 

 
 
 
KOFF Israel/Palestine Roundtable with Amneh Badran 

The role played by women in the Israeli-Palestinian peace process was the 
core topic at the second KOFF Roundtable on Israel/Palestine for this year. 
Special guest was Amneh Badran, Director of the "Jerusalem Center for 
Women" and Co-Director of "The Jerusalem Link". In her opening presenta-
tion she descussed priority topics and challenges facing "Jerusalem Link" 
(see box).  

Badran also threw some light on the implications of current political devel-
opments for the situation of Palestinian women. According to Badran, these 
include declining school attendance rates for girls and rising domestic vio-
lence as an indirect consequence of the violence with which the men are be-
ing confronted. Badran stated that one of the biggest challenges facing 
women's organisations was that their militancy for broad-based social 
emancipation was not seen as timely, so long as the political problems re-
 
 KOFF webpage  

Israel/Palästina 

 The Jerusalem Center 

for Women 

 Bat Shalom 

 The Jerusalem Link 

 
 
 
 
 

Links 

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_middleeast.htm
http://www.j-c-w.org/
http://www.j-c-w.org/
http://www.batshalom.org/english/batshalom/index.html
http://www.batshalom.org/english/jlink/index.html
mailto:jakob@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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main unsolved. In Badran's view, however, the two areas cannot be sepa-
rated from each other. She ascribed the negligible role being played by 
women in the current intifada, unlike the first one of 1987-1993, to the crisis 
that engulfed the political parties and their representatives after the Oslo 
Agreement. Besides, the first intifada had been largely dominated by grass-
roots society, whereas the current one has assumed a military form in which 
most of the population have been relegated to the status of bystanders. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weitere Informationen:  

KOFF Anita Müller 

Over 20 representatives of Swiss NGOs and the Federal Administration par-
ticipated in the event. The next Israel/Palestine Roundtable will take place at 
the end of September and will be focusing on the objectives and activities of 
Swiss players in the region. 

17.07.03 
 

"The Jerusalem Link" project was established in 1994 by the Palestinian "Je-
rusalem Center for Women" and the Israeli NGO „Bat Shalom“ in order to 
involve women from the grassroots all the way through to leadership levels 
in the peacebuilding process. So far it is the only project on political dialogue 
for women. To Co-Director Amneh Badran, is it crucial to conduct this dia-
logue with transparency and with clear political principles and values, for 
that is the only way to overcome crises and preserve trust. "The Jerusalem 
Link" is currently building up a world network of peace women in order to 
militate internationally for a just peace.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 KOFF webpage PCIA 

 KOFF webpage  

South-Eastern Europe  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Further information:  

KOFF Roland Dittli 

Links KOFF South-Eastern Europe Roundtable on PCIAs 

In order that the outcomes of PCIA (Peace and Conflict Impact Assessment) 
missions can be incorporated at the appropriate junctures and thus be useful 
to projects, PCIAs should not be conducted only after the conclusion of the 
project. This was one of the findings of the discussion that took place at the 
last KOFF roundtable on South-Eastern Europe. The discussion focused on 
PCIAs using the example of an evaluation conducted in Croatia by the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). This meant that the round-
table participants also accepted the most widely held view that PCIAs are re-
garded as instruments of planning, monitoring and evaluation and not exclu-
sively as tools for gauging impact. As pertains to the centrepiece of any PCIA 
- the conflict analysis - it was suggested that a list with the most important 
elements of a solid conflict analysis be drawn up. It should serve to help ori-
ent practitioners and act as guidelines for drawing up conflict analyses. KOFF 
will soon be making such a list available on its website. 

19.08.03 

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_pcia.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_southeasteurope.htm
mailto:dittli@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto: amueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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Fourth Sri Lanka Roundtable  Links 
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At the end of August, the Center for Peacebuilding had invited representa-
tives from Swiss Government Agencies and non-governmental organisations 
to discuss both conceptual issues as well as current trends and challenges in 
the realm of peacebuilding in Sri Lanka. The first part of the encounter was 
devoted to laying out and analysing possible strategy and project develop-
ment issues facing Swiss players in Sri Lanka on the basis of effectiveness cri-
teria from the Reflecting on Peace Practice (RPP) project (see box).  

In the second part, Norbert Ropers and Luxshi Vimalaraja from the „Resource 
Network for Conflict Studies and Transformation“(RNCST) reported on the 
currently stagnating peace process from the standpoint of the main players 
(including Government, Opposition und LTTE) and the population in the 
South and the North. KOFF has drawn up a summary table of the work priori-
ties of Swiss players in Sri Lanka and the "lessons learned" and will be mak-
ing it available via the KOFF homepage.  

29.08.03 
 
 

In the publication “Confronting War: Critical Lessons for Peace Practitio-
ners” (2003), Mary Anderson & Lara Olson present the findings of an in-
ternational evaluation of peacebuilding projects worldwide, conducted by 
the Reflecting on Peace Practice (RPP) project. The matters discussed in-
clude "lessons learned" and effectiveness criteria for peacebuilding at 
structural and process levels. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

F

s

E

 Confronting War 

 KOFF webpage  

Sri Lanka 

urther information:  

OFF Cordu Reimann
 
 
 
 

Good marks for swisspeace Links 

The recently published evaluation report by the Center for Science and Tech-
nology Studies (CEST) described swisspeace as "a place of scientific re-
search" that delivers "relevant, top-calibre contributions to peace studies". 
Professor Dr. Harald Müller, one of the experts retained by CEST, indeed de-
scribes swisspeace's scientific achievements as "world class". The evaluation 
looked specifically at networking by swisspeace with other Swiss peace re-
search institutions, as well as the quality of the work done. 

The CEST report concludes that swisspeace merits further encouragement in 
the light of its scientific achievements. Based on Article 16 of the Research 
Promotion Law (FFG), the CEST experts suggest that the basic contribution 
be increased from the current CHF 250,000 to roughly CHF 1 mn for the 
2004-2007 period. This should preserve the quality of the research and pave 
the way for the better exploitation of swisspeace's scientific potential.  
 Evaluation report 

 CEST 

 swisspeace 

urther information: 

wisspeace  

llen Bernhard 
18.08.03 

http://www.cest.ch/Publikationen/2003/CEST_2003_6.pdf
http://www.cest.ch/de/index.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:bernhard@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.cdainc.com/rpp/index.php
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_srilanka.htm
mailto:reimann@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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Focus   

 Facts 

 Media can contribute 

to crisis prevention 

with ongoing analysis. 

 Pressure of production 

and new forms of 

propaganda are un-

dermining responsible 

war reporting. 

 Call made at Zurich 

University for the 

monitoring of public 

communication as a 

tool for early warning. 

 Macedonia is regarded 

as an example of suc-

cessful diplomacy.  

Media, conflicts and conflict prevention 

At the 9th Media Forum of the East-West Forum, experts discussed the pos-
sibilities for crisis prevention through the media, politics, diplomacy and in-
ternational organisations. Ulrich Tilgner, foreign correspondent for Swiss 
television and for ZDF, is convinced that the USA is planning a war against 
Iran. Gregor Sonderegger, also foreign correspondent for SF DRS, believes 
that such a war is imminent in Abchasia. Peter Gysling, Head of DRS 2 talk 
shows at Swiss Radio DRS, is sure that Kosovo will again become a (war) 
topic, and Peter Winkler, foreign correspondent for the Neue Zürcher Zei-
tung, believes that the situation in Chechnya will again escalate. At the 9th 
Media Forum of the East-West Forum in Berne and Zurich, Swiss media pro-
fessionals painted a gloomy picture of the conflict situations, but also 
pointed to some possibilities for prevention.  

Not leaving as soon as the last shot is fired 

What was of capital importance to the media was well researched, analytical 
and continuing background reporting. "Who really knows what the relief 
agencies or the UN are doing in Kosovo?”, asks Peter Gysling for instance. 
Marlène Schnieper, international affairs correspondent for the TagesAn-
zeiger, called for a stronger focus on the aftermath of armed conflicts: "How 
can a war crimes tribunal for instance be expected to have a preventive, de-
terrent or protective effect when the public at large has not the faintest idea 
of what takes place there? But the media professionals lost no time in put-
ting the practicality of continuing analysis/reporting back into proper per-
spective. The pressure of audience ratings, savings guidelines and of keeping 
abreast of breaking news is too great. "Today, journalists are told precisely 
at which sentence how many people tuned away", said Ulrich Tilgner. This 
creates enormous pressure. The media workers acknowledged that a large 
and growing number of media had disqualified themselves from conflict pre-
vention for these reasons. In the view of the participants, other building 
blocks of better crisis prevention through the media lay in support for the 
training of journalists in crisis regions as Switzerland was already doing, and 
in greater integration of the "voice of the peace-makers".  

Forgers as a result of pressure to produce and victims of manipulation 

The media work under such pressure to produce, that the truth often falls 
victim to it. One glaring example of this was when Gregor Sonderegger wit-
nessed, to his great shock, how media workers were paying soldiers in Af-
ghanistan to fire their weapons. The infrastructure for "on-the-spot" report-
ing was so costly that something had to be produced no matter what. Sonde-
regger believed that as a result, the war against the Taliban was portrayed 
as being much more dramatic than it had been in actual fact.  
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But the truth can also suffer from manipulation and propaganda. Ulrich Til-
gner even spoke of a "relative" truth, spawned by a new role being played 

a in war. Often they can now merely transport news while being 
ble to verify it, and hence are being roped into the plans of the 
ties. Tilgner is therefore also not sure whether he should launch a 
n the war he believes the USA is planning against Iran. "Should 
emain silent about a supposition of this kind so that a possible 
ot become a self-fulfilling prophecy, or should they substantiate 
o that the war can be understood as a danger and prevented?" 
also shocked at the way the relief agencies too stumbled into the 
ication trap and ratcheted up the pressure on Iraq by building 
gee camps that eventually remained unused. 

Links 

unication as a tool for early warning  

Professor at the Institute of Sociology of the University of Zurich, 
on his call for monitoring of public communication. "War in the 
ts real war", said Imhof. This has been known not only since the 
sis in the run-up to the wars in Croatia, Bosnia and Kosovo or 
blic, hate-filled tirades accompanying ethnic abuses in Rwanda 
ased on the findings of a study on media reporting on Muslims in 
 after 11 September 2001, Imhof suggested preliminary indicators 
e used for an international comparison of the level of civilisation 
mmunication in contributing to the early recognition of trends 
exclusion of minorities. In connection with the Iraq war, Imhof 
risis prevention through a debate about war lies and a compari-
ar aims with the actual consequences of war.  

litics and diplomacy contribute?  

let, Director of "Common Cause Switzerland", explained why 
r got to a full-blown civil war in Macedonia. Alongside the inter-
political and diplomatic influences played a crucial role. Nicolet 
alient factors: "First, an almost immediate reaction by the top 

second, massive outside pressure, and third, quiet acceptance of 
capegoat for unpleasant decisions". Matthias Siegfried of Politi-
 IV of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) under-
urrent and successful peacebuilding endeavours of Swiss diplo-
cedonia (see article, page..). Andreas Gross, Swiss Member of 

and Vice-President of the Council of Europe, spoke on political 
ention by the Council of Europe. "We wish to promote the learn-
es that former totalitarian States must undergo in order to 
ocracy and the rule of law", Gross said. In particular, Gross 

ring home to these States the importance of "good governance" 
 prevention.  
by the medi
no longer a
warring par
discussion o
journalists r
war does n
the threat s
Tilgner was 
US commun
massive refu

Reports: 

 Peter Gysling 

 Kurt Imhof 

 Claude Nicolet 

 Dietrich Schlegel 

 Marlène Schnieper 

 Gregor Sonderegger 

 Ulrich Tilgner 

 Peter Winkler 

Documents: 

 KOFF Working Papers: 

Media and Peacebuild-

ing; Workshop Report 

 Report on Mavrovo-

Process 

 ABC of  Humanitarian 

Law 

 DFA: Concept of 

peacebuilding meas-

ures, 2000-2003 Legis-

lative period  

 Journalistic guidelines 

in Switzerland, Code of

Ethics 

 International 

Guidelines of "Report-

ers Without Borders" 

Organisations: 

   Forum Ost-West

 KOFF 

 Medienhilfe 

 Cimera 

 Fondation Hirondelle 

Public comm
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 26.08.03 

 
 

http://www.rrommedia.net/
http://www.osi.hu/nmp
http://www.medienhilfe.ch/
mailto:nsk@medienhilfe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/medienseminar/schlegel.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/medienseminar/sonderegger.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/medienseminar/tilgner.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/medienseminar/winkler.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/medienseminar/winkler.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/medienworkshopreport.pdf
http://www.per-usa.org/Mavrovo8_4_03.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/publi/intlaw.html
http://www.dv.admin.ch/sub_expool/g/home/peace.Par.0004.UpFile.pdf/cp_001204_strategies_g.pdf
http://www.journalisten.ch/
http://www.rsf.fr/
http://www.forumostwest.ch/framesets/frameset_medienforum.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_media.htm
http://www.medienhilfe.ch/
http://www.cimera.org/
http://www.hirondelle.ch
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News from Swiss NGOs 

New Roma media support project 

"Media Aid" is mounting a new project for local and regional Roma media in 
Eastern and South-Eastern Europe. Entitled "Rrommedia.net", the project is 
intended to support radio and TV stations as well as news agencies in pro-
gramme development and in the areas of infrastructure, programme sharing 
and cooperation. The ultimate goal is to strengthen the Roma community. 
Media Aid has launched the project jointly with the Network Media Program 
of the Open Society Institute (OSI-NMP), and it is being financed by OSI-NMP 
and the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA). The budget for the next 
two years is roughly US$ 600,000. "Rrommedia.net" is interested in other 
organisations willing to participate in and further expand the project.  

02.07.03 
 

 Rrommedia.net  

(ab Herbst 2003) 

 OSI-NMP 

 Medienhilfe 

 

Further information:  

Medienhilfe:  

Nena Skopljanac 

Links 
 
 
 
 

First summer camp of the "Living together" project  

Sixty young people from eight cities across Serbia took part in the first inter-
cultural summer camp held under the "Living together" project on 3-14 Au-
gust. The holiday camp was organised by the "Child Rights Centre Bel-
grade", the Serbian partner organisation of the Pestalozzi Children's Village 
Foundation. The young people included refugees and displaced persons, 
Roma and members of other minorities, as well as socially disadvantaged 
youth, and they tackled such topics as their own identity and ethnic, religious 
and social differences in Serbia. The agreed on an action plan for the estab-
lishment of a national youth organisation through the "Living together" pro-
ject and within which they can strive jointly for intercultural tolerance. 

11.08.03 
 

 Child Rights Centre 

Belgrade 

 Stiftung Kinderdorf 

Pestalozzi 

Further information:  

Stiftung Kinderdorf Pes-

talozzi, Roland Brunner  

Links 
 
 
 
 
 

HEKS project:  
Rappers from Colombia in Switzerland 

In keeping with the HEKS annual theme „PEACE: children and young peo-
ple“, two rappers and a young female dancer from Colombia will be taking 
part in a range of events at schools and municipalities in Switzerland from 9 
to 25 September. The aim of the project is to delve deeper into the above-
mentioned topic with a broader audience and to intensify intercultural ex-
changes between Swiss and Colombian young people.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 HEKS 

  

Links 

SUIPPCOL

http://yu.cpd.org.yu/english/e_index.htm
http://yu.cpd.org.yu/english/e_index.htm
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/
mailto:r.brunner@pestalozzi.ch
http://www.rrommedia.net/
http://www.osi.hu/nmp
http://www.medienhilfe.ch/
mailto:nsk@medienhilfe.ch
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.swisscoalition.ch/deutsch/pagesnav/framesE4.htm?T&T_KnDn.htm
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The Colombian guests are Afro-Colombian young people who were displaced 
by the civil war and are now trying to reconstruct their lives in a slum district 
on the outskirts of Bogotá. They use rap as a means of overcoming violence, 
coming to terms with traumatic experiences and militating actively against 
the war and in favour of peace. The musicians are leaders of youth groups 
within the framework of the self-help organisation AFRODES, the association 
of violently displaced Afro-Colombians resident in Bogotá. AFRODES is sup-
ported by HEKS, the Swiss Interchurch Aid agency and SUIPPCOL, the peace 
programme being run by Swiss aid agencies and human rights organisations 
in Colombia. 

Further information: 

HEKS:   Maya Krell

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15.08.03 
 
The Colombian musicians will be giving a performance for Bernese school-
children at 20h00 on 19 September at the Neufeld Gymnasium in Berne.    

 

 

 

 

 

HEKS workshop on „Do No Harm“  
and „Local Capacities for Peace“  

 HEKS 

 Mary B. Anderson:  

“Do No Harm” 

 
 
 
 
 

Further information: 

HEKS: Maya Krell  

 

Links 

On 11 and 12 September, HEKS will be organising an internal workshop on 
the implementation of „Do no Harm“ and „Local Capacities for Peace“ 
(DNH/LCP). The course will be run by an HEKS legal adviser and the HEKS 
Coordinator from Ethiopia. Together with the HEKS management, pro-
gramme directors and coordinators from South and Central America, Africa 
and Asia, they will be exploring how the DNH/LCP approach can be incorpo-
rated into programme and project work. Together with food security, the 
most important lines of action in Ethiopia are peace-building and „Do no 
harm“. Workshops on this topic have already been held in the Shashemene 
region and HEKS partner organisations are now integrating DNH/LCP strate-
gies into their project work. 

15.08.03 
 
 
 
 

News from Swiss Government Agencies 

 

 Report on the first 

Mavrovo-Conference 

 Project on Ethnic Rela-

tions 

Links Strengthening the peace process in Macedonia  

Further talks will be held in September and December this year in Macedonia 
as part of the Mavrovo Process, with the participation of the Macedonian 
Government and Opposition and crucial players from the international com-
munity. The Mavrovo Process is financed and partly organised by the Political 

http://www.per-usa.org/Mavrovo8_4_03.pdf
http://www.per-usa.org/
http://www.per-usa.org/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/literature_info.asp?titel=72
mailto:krell@hekseper.ch
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Division IV of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and is at-
tempting to consolidate the ongoing political peace process through regular 
informal dialogue. The Mavrovo Process will be further expanded and rein-
forced with additional peacebuilding projects in the months ahead.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:  

PA IV: Roland Salvisberg 

With the support of this process and the accompanying facilitation of confi-
dence-building processes, Switzerland is assuming a role together with PER 
that is welcomed on all sides. In this way, Swiss diplomacy is deepening its 
knowledge and experience in the political handling of conflicts, which can 
again be drawn upon in the future.  

The Mavrovo Prozess began last May when the US non-governmental or-
ganisation "Project on Ethnic Relations" (PER) and the Swiss Embassy in 
Skopje organised the high-level political meeting of all the parties in the Ma-
cedonian resort of Mavrovo. This roundtable discussion was held as a follow-
up to the Lucerne Conference of November 2002 on the situation of "Albani-
ans and their neighbours in South-Eastern Europe". At the Mavrovo Confer-
ence, both the Macedonian and Albanian sides expressed the wish for all-
party talks. Six months after the inauguration of the new coalition govern-
ment, these talks are expected to evaluate the state of play with regard to 
the Ohrid Peace Process on the one hand, and on the other, to provide the 
possibility of openly discussing political problems and identifying approaches 
to solutions. 

08.08.03 
 
 
 
 

Committee of the Council of States  
wants less money for peacebuilding  

The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) should spend CHF 175 mn 
instead of CHF 240 mn on peacebuilding over the next four years. This was 
the motion made by the Foreign Policy Committee (APK) of the Council of 
States at the end of August. The Committee had voted on four variants (144 
mn, 175 mn, 200 mn and 240 mn CHF). The decision for CHF 175 mn was a 
close one resulting from the Chairman's second ballot. With one exception, 
none of the opposing voices in any way questioned the usefulness of civilian 
peacebuilding, but argued from the standpoint of finances. The law is ex-
pected to come before the Council of States in September. Minority motions 
will be tabled at that time, and not without chances given the close Commit-
tee decision. For this year, the DFA projects CHF 44.5 mn in funding for civil-
ian peacebuilding. 

27.08.03 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Peace Policy DFA 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Links 

mailto: amueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/foreign/secpe.html
mailto:Roland.Salvisberg@eda.admin.ch
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International News 

News from Conciliation Resources 
 
 In this section, KOFF is 

reporting on news 

from ten international 

partner organisations: 

 Berghof-Center 

 Conciliation Resources 

 EPLO 

 European Platform for 

Conflict Prevention 

 FriEnt 

 GTZ 

 International Alert 

 Plattform Zivile Kon-

fliktbearbeitung 

 Responding to Conflict 

 Unifem 

 

 

Links 

 CR has now posted to its website two new updates on Northern Ireland 
and Mindanao, entitled “The Northern Ireland Peace Process: a supple-
ment to 'Striking a balance'” and “The Mindanao peace process: a sup-
plement to 'Compromising on Autonomy.'”  

 CR has also made available a paperon a new project under the title "En-
gaging Armed Non-state Actors in Peace Processes".  

18.08.03 

 

From EPLO-Newsletter 

 An EU "External Relations" Council meeting has approved an "Action plan 
for the implementation of the basic principles for an EU strategy against 
the proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction". 

30.06.03 

 

 Greater weight is being given to conflict prevention in aid packages under 
EU cooperation programmes with African regions.   

09.07.03  

 

 The European Commission has approved EUR 30 million for a three-year 
reconstruction programme for Côte d'Ivoire. 

25.07.03 

 
News from the “Sektorvorhaben Krisenprävention gtz” 

 The sector project on crisis prevention has drawn up consultancy guide-
lines for conflict monitoring  

01.07.03 

 

News from International Alert 

 An emergency meeting on the crisis in Liberia was held by International 
Alert in co-operation with Conciliation Resources, the Institute of Social 
Justice Ghana and civil society partners from across the Mano River region. 

02.08.03 
 

 A meeting on „Official Negotiations and Civic Diplomacy: Cooperation for 
Peace“ took place.  

25.07.03 

http://www.c-r.org/accord
mailto:cmckeon@c-r.org
http://ue.eu.int/Newsroom/makeFrame.asp?MAX=1&BID=71&DID=76419&LANG=4&File=/pressData/de/gena/76419.pdf&Picture=0
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/development/body/csp_rsp/rsp_en.cfm
http://www.gtz.de/crisisprevention/deutsch/instrumente.htm
http://www.gtz.de/crisisprevention/deutsch/instrumente.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/news/press_10.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/news/press_9.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/news/press_9.htm
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.c-r.org/accord
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.euconflict.org/
http://www.euconflict.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gtz.de/crisisprevention/deutsch/instrumente.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.respond.org/
http://www.unifem.org/
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 Recent publications: „Discussion paper for the International Seminar on EU 
Conflict Prevention, Management and Resolution in Africa”; „Ensuring 
Progress in the Prevention of Violent Conflict: Priorities for the Greek & 
Italian EU Presidencies“;„Report on the Implementation of the 2001 
United Nations Programme of Action on Small Arms and Light Weap-
ons“.„Report on Women Building Peace Sharing Know-How“.  

21.08.03 

 

 

 

 

Events 

 On 12 September and on 8 October KOFF organizes in Berne two Iray-
workshops, primarily oriented toward KOFF partners and member organi-
sations. 

 cfd is the joint organiser of the second feminist-theological experts 
meeting against violence scheduled for 14 and 15 September in Lucerne.  

 SDC/COPRET will be running a special course on "Mediation and conflict 
transformation in international cooperation" on 20-24 October in Berne.  

 
 
 
 

Publications 

 Info 

Other pointers to events 

and training courses are 

available through the 

KOFF-Infomarket. 

 

John Paul Lederach & 

Janice Moomaw Jenner 

(eds.).  

A Handbook of Interna-

tional Peacebuilding: Into 

the Eye of the Storm.  

San Francisco. Jossey-

Bass. 2002. 

Info 

 

 

A Handbook of International Peacebuilding 

The new Handbook by John Paul Lederach and Janice Moomaw Jenner 
brings together basic knowledge and instructions for action from renowned 
international peace-building experts. It is intended for practitioners carrying 
out a third-party intervention in a conflict zone for the first time. The first 
two chapters discuss fundamental aspects of every third party-intervention, 
such as clarifying mandates, players already active, possible cooperation 
partners, procuring information, security matters etc. The third chapter sets 
out specific positive and negative pre-project action alternatives in four real-
life conflict zones (Northern Ireland, Balkans, Middle East and West Africa). 
The fourth chapter probes the difficult question of ethics, moral responsibility 
and evaluation, from the standpoint of a practitioner and from that of a do-
nor organisation. The fifth chapter addresses the actual decision to intervene 
in a conflict as a third party, and sets out key criteria and dilemmas, while 
the sixth chapter contains statements by experienced practitioners such as A. 
Curle and E. Boulding. The final chapter identifies and summarises crucial 
lessons learned. 

http://www.international-alert.org/pdf/pubdev/EUAfrica SeminarItalianMOFAJuly2003.pdf
http://www.international-alert.org/pdf/pubII/EU_Impact.pdf
http://www.international-alert.org/pdf/pubII/EU_Impact.pdf
http://www.international-alert.org/pdf/pubII/EU_Impact.pdf
http://www.international-alert.org/pdf/pubsec/IANSA_PoA_report.pdf
http://www.international-alert.org/pdf/pubsec/IANSA_PoA_report.pdf
http://www.international-alert.org/pdf/pubsec/IANSA_PoA_report.pdf
http://www.international-alert.org/pdf/KnowHowPaper.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/Iraq_WS_1.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/Iraq_WS_2.pdf
http://www.cfd-ch.org/veransta.html
mailto:susanne.berger@deza.admin.ch
mailto: amueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto: amueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto: amueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto: amueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto: amueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto: amueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto: amueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto: amueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/KOFF/events.asp
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The Handbook offers a wealth of meaningful insights from actual on-the-spot 
peace work. Beginners will find a wealth of practical advice. Yet this strength 
is simultaneously the book's greatest weakness: much remains at a general 
and superficial level, with no attempt being made to delve into the complexi-
ties and contradictions of ongoing third-party interventions. Hence, immedi-
ate and tough fundamental challenges such as issues of impartiality and 
working with "spoilers" are not discussed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

„Approaches to Peacebuilding” by Ho-Won Jeong 

Ho-Won Jeong (ed.).  

Approaches to Peace-

building.  

Houndmills: Palgrave. 

2002. 

Info 

The stated purpose of Ho-Won Jeong's new book is to take a conceptual ap-
proach to the topic of peacebuilding. In the first part, Charles-Philippe David 
discusses the critical question as to whether peacebuilding really the fosters 
peace after all. According to David, the traditional/mainstream mentality of 
peacebuilding is pervaded by a (neo-) liberal internationalism. In the second 
part of the book, Jeong looks into the evolution of traditional peace missions 
over the past decade. It also examines the empowerment and preparedness 
of players to negotiate in the difficult post-conflict phase. The third part in-
vestigates reconciliation and gender in post-conflict peacebuilding. In the 
concluding fourth part, Jeong outlines principles for a synergetic model for a 
common approach to peacebuilding. 

“Approaches to peacebuilding” is a well written book ideal for readers inter-
ested in a comprehensive introduction to the subject. However, the book 
only partly unmasks the overly instrumentalist “toolbox” conception of 
peacebuilders according to whom peace can be fabricated if one adopts the 
appropriate measures at the right time and in the right place. 
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Web tip 

Directory of Development Organizations 

 Directory 

  Links 

The „Directory of Development Organizations" is a compendium of ad-
dresses mainly of organisations active in the realms of micro-credit, private 
sector development and poverty eradication. For every country, a directory of 
non-governmental organisations (NGOs), International Government Organi-
zations (IGOs), ministries and private organisations (e.g. banks) can be 
downloaded, with the corresponding contact details. The fourth updated ver-
sion of the directory is now available. Naturally, the Directory of Develop-
ment Organizations cannot offer a complete overview and the choice of local 
NGOs in particular seems somewhat arbitrary. Nevertheless, the almost 
30,000 addresses can undoubtedly be useful to practitioners in the above-
mentioned fields. 

 
 

Publisher:  Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) / swisspeace 

Address:  Sonnenbergstrasse 17, CH - 3000 Bern 7  

Tel: +41 (0)31 330 12 12; Fax: +41 (0)31 330 12 13 
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The Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) is sponsored jointly by the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and the fol-
lowing Swiss NGOs: 

• Association pour la démilitarisation • Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Hilfswerke • BAHA'I • Brot für Alle • Brücke Le pont
• Caritas Schweiz • CASIN • CIMERA • cfd • Fastenopfer • Fondation Hirondelle  • Forum für Friedenserziehung • Frauen
für den Frieden Schweiz • Gemeinden Gemeinsam Schweiz • GSoA • HEKS • Helvetas • Infol-Link.org • Intercooperation
• International Association for Human Values • Interteam • Medienhilfe • Novartis Stiftung für Nachhaltige Entwicklung
• Peace Brigades International • Schweizerische Flüchtlingshilfe • Schweizerischer Friedensrat • Schweizerisches Arbeiter-
hilfswerk • Schweizerischer Katholischer Frauenbund • Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi • Schweizerisches Ökumenisches
Friedensprogramm • Schweizerisches Rotes Kreuz • Swissair • Wartorn Societies Project (WSP) International • Terre des
Hommes  Schweiz • Quaker United Nations Office 

mailto:koff@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:jakob@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/eng.htm
http://www.swisscoalition.ch/english/pagesnav/H.htm
http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.ppp.ch/
http://www.proreda.ch/proj_bruecke.html
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.casin.ch/
http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.ggs-ccs.ch/
http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.helvetas.ch/deutsch/welcome.html
http://www.info-link.org/
http://www.intercooperation.ch/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.interteam.ch/start.htm
http://www.medienhilfe.ch/
http://www.foundation.novartis.com/
http://www.foundation.novartis.com/
http://www.sfh-osar.ch/d/index.cfm
http://www.friedensrat.ch/
http://www.sah.ch/de/
http://www.sah.ch/de/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.umc-europe.org/sozialefragen/gemein/aktuell/gewalt/organisationen/
http://www.umc-europe.org/sozialefragen/gemein/aktuell/gewalt/organisationen/
http://www.redcross.ch/
http://www.swissaid.ch/
http://www.wsp-international.org/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.afsc.org/quno.htm
http://www.homestead.com/prosites-devdir/files/index.html
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