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From the Center for Peacebuilding 

Israel/Palestine roundtable discussion  
on Swiss peace strategies 
At KOFF's third Israel/Palestine roundtable discussion for this year, Ursula 
Keller of Christian Peace Service (cfd), Lea Valaulta from Political Division IV 
of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and Elisabeth Diethelm 
from the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) presented 
their organisations' programmatic goals and strategic considerations in Is-
rael/Palestine. There are marked differences of orientation and action priori-
ties amongst the three organisations: the cfd focuses on empowerment pro-
jects for women, the SDC on poverty reduction and good governance and the 
PA IV on human rights, international humanitarian law and dialogue promo-
tion. All three speakers nevertheless stressed that their programmes were 
conceived for crisis situations, which was why the original strategy was be-
ing maintained even in the current situation of escalating violence.  

Amongst the topics discussed was how to deal with social groups that reject 
the peace process. It was stressed that neither Hamas nor the settler move-
ment was a monolithic bloc and that it was crucial for the process to encom-
pass all interest groups. At the same time it was underlined just how politi-
cally delicate such contacts would be.  

In the second part of the event, a matrix from the „Reflecting on Peace Prac-
tice” (RPP) project formed the basis for a discussion of the peace strategies 
of the Swiss organisations present and possibilities for enhancing the effec-
tiveness of the RPP’s own work through targeted partnerships. A study on Is-
raeli peace organisations and experiences with dialogue projects will be pre-
sented at the next roundtable, which should be held in January 2004. 
 
 
 KOFF Website  

Israel/Palestine  

 Overview CH-players 

Israel/Palestine 

 cfd 

 DFAE-Report  

Middle East 

 Site SDC  

Middle East 

 Matrix of the „Reflec-

ting on Peace Practice 

Project“ (RPP)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further Information:  

KOFF Anita Müller 

Links 
30.09.03 

 

 

 

 

Second Iraq workshop:  
„Do no harm“ for all commitments  

 KOFF-Website on Iraq 

 Overview CH-players 

Iraq 

Links 

The roughly 20 representatives of Swiss non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs), the Federal Administration and of international organisations at-
tending a KOFF workshop on Iraq agreed that "Do no harm" criteria must be 
systematically built into the planning, implementation and evaluation of pro-
jects pertaining to Iraq. Some participants showed interest in examining to-
gether with KOFF how this requirement could be implemented within their 
organisations. 

 

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL0903_matrix_RTIsraelP.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_iraq.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/iraq_actors.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_middleeast.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/countries/IsrPalCHAktive.pdf
http://www.cfd-ch.org/
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/foreign/confpo.html
http://www.deza.admin.ch/countrydoc.php?userhash=2008915&nav=4,85,105,105&l=d
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL0903_matrix_RTIsraelP.pdf
mailto:amueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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 Newsletter-article on 

the first KOFF-Iraq-

workshop 

 ICG Irak-Website  

 Caritas Switzerland 

 Report on the  KOFF-

training „do no harm“ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further Information: 

KOFF Anita Müller 

Links In the first part of the event, Loulouwa al Rachid, researcher and staff mem-
ber of the International Crisis Group (ICG), gave a broad view of the current 
situation in Iraq. She described the multifaceted challenges facing foreign 
NGOs in Iraq, the policy mistakes of the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) 
and potential lines of conflict within Iraqi society. Al Rachid pointed out that 
many NGO staff members were regarded by the Iraqi people as Pentagon 
employees. The required security measures would also increasingly blur the 
dividing line between humanitarian and military activities. 

It was absolutely essential for Iraqi women and men to be given the leading 
roles in political and social reconstruction. There were many well qualified 
local experts in Iraq whom the CPA were not taking sufficiently into account. 
Al Rachid underscored that what Iraq needed was not emergency aid but 
support for long-term reconstruction. There was an enormous need for inter-
national co-operation especially in the realm of culture and science.  

Hans Staubli of Caritas Switzerland in turn described his organisation's pro-
gramme activities during and after the war. He raised the question as to 
whether a Christian organisation such as Caritas should continue to initiate 
such activities in the future alongside the traditional healthcare and food 
programmes in Iraq as part of reconciliation and peace-building. 

The workshop was the second KOFF event on Iraq. Current developments 
and the role of Swiss players were discussed in September. 

8.10.2003 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gender, Violent Conflict and Development:   
Issues for Theory, Policy and Practice 
KOFF participated in the two-day international expert seminar “Gender, Vio-
lent Conflict and Development: Issues for Theory, Policy and Practice” in the 
Hague, the Netherlands at mid-October 2003. The seminar was organised by 
 
 
 Institute of Social  

Studies 

 Clingendael 

Links 
  

the Institute of Social Studies (ISS) and Clingendael, Netherlands Institute of 
International Relations, and brought together some 40 international experts 
in the areas of gender, development and peace-building.  

http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/newsletter/NL_0803_e.pdf
http://www.intl-crisis-group.org/projects/pro-ject.cfm?subtypeid=33
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/donoharm/ProtokollDonoharmTraining.pdf
mailto:amueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.iss.nl/index.html
http://www.iss.nl/index.html
http://www.clingendael.nl/cru
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The aim was to discuss and synthesize lessons learned and current challen-
ges in the areas of gender, development and peace-building, with a particu-
lar focus on the interface of theory, policy and research. Much of the debate 
focused on pre- as well as post-war concerns like small arms/light weapons, 
demobilisation, rehabilitation and peace negotiations. The concrete realities 
of violent conflicts in Sri Lanka, Mozambique, and Angola served as illustra-
tive examples.   

17.10.03 

 

 
 

 

 

World Peace Conference in Hamburg 
The World Peace Conference took place on 21 and 22 October 2003 in Ham-
burg in parallel to the World Awards ceremony. Held under the patronage of 
Mikhail Gorbachev, the event aimed "to lay the groundwork for a new un-
derstanding of peace policy in the 21st century" and "to contribute to a cul-
ture of peace". The event received very extensive media coverage, and in 
addition to several peace and conflict researchers and women peace activ-
ists, was also addressed by Hans Dietrich Genscher, Lech Walesa and Franz 
Vranitzky. Swisspeace was present, and made two presentations, namely a 
lecture by Heinz Krummenacher on “Terrorismus der neue Feind: Tatsache 
oder Einbildung" (Terrorism as the new Enemy: Fact or Fantasy), and a con-
tribution by Albrecht Schnabel entitled “Humanitarian Intervention: Right, 
Duty or Purely Politics?" It will be interesting to monitor whether the organ-
isers attained their objective of garnering greater publicity for the causes of 
peace with the help of prominent political figures. 
 
 
 Konferece-Website 

 Presentation  

Heinz Krummenacher 

 Presentation  

Albrecht Schnabel 

 

 

Further Information: 

swisspeace 

Heinz Krummenacher  

Links 
 

Further Information: 

KOFF: Cordula Reimann  
22.10.03 

http://www.world-peace-conference.com./
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/sfs/TerrorismTheNewEnemy.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/sfs/WorldPeaceConferenceSchnabel.pdf
mailto:krummenacher@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:reimann@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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Focus   

swisspeace Annual Conference: Adding Fuel to the Fire 
The Role of Petroleum in Violent Conflicts   

Topics of the swisspeace 

annual conference:  

 Petroleum and Violent 

Conflicts 

 Adding Fuel to the Fire 

– Petroleum Develop-

ment and Conflict 

Aggravation in Sudan 

 Fossil Wealth in Chad: 

Boon or Bane for Pea-

ce? 

 Petroleum and Violent 

Conflicts: What is the 

Role of Switzerland? 

 Conflict-Sensitive Re-

sources Policy: Vision 

or Illusion? 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Facts 

What is the relationship between fossil wealth and violent conflicts? What 
can oil-importing countries such as Switzerland do, in order to prevent vio-
lence or at least to mitigate its consequences? These questions were discus-
sed by 180 international representatives from the fields of peace research, 
the oil industry, politics, and non-governmental organizations at the 
swisspeace annual conference on October 30 in Berne.  

Fossil wealth fuels civil wars 

Paul Collier from the University of Oxford analyzed the relationship between 
fossil wealth and civil wars according to the following key issues: The go-
vernments and elites of many oil-producing countries seize the revenues and 
become detached from their populations. They are less dependent on taxes 
and are therefore less inclined to account for their actions. A good example 
is Nigeria, where the income of the population has declined in spite of the 
oil. "Nigeria's revenues from the oil business are six times higher than the 
global development aid budget", said Collier and pointed out that, however, 
development had not taken place in Nigeria. Furthermore, oil abundance 
stimulates corruption and violence. In Nigeria, 100'000 barrels of oil worth 
one billion Swiss francs are stolen daily. Fossil wealth also leads to a higher 
risk of a coup d'état by actors who want to capture the state and its reve-
nues. In border regions of oil states – especially in those with weak political 
institutions – insurgent movements are very common. Last but not least, re-
venues from oil exports are often directly used to finance conflicts, as in An-
gola.  

Negative consequences in Sudan – promising project in Chad? 

Egbert Wesselink from the "European Coalition on Oil in Sudan" presented 
in a case study of Sudan the impact oil can have on a state. He showed how 
oil abundance and extraction have fueled the prolonged civil war. "The state 
income from the oil business has transformed a bush conflict into a high tech 
war between unequal parties." The military expenditures of the Sudanese 
government have risen by at least 50 percent in the past seven years, in pro-
portion to the revenues from the state-lead oil business.  

In the neighboring country of Chad, the World Bank, the government of 
Chad, and a consortium of oil companies are trying to forge a new path. The 
annual revenues from the recently begun oil extraction,estimated at around 
1.7 billion Swiss francs, should be used for education and health projects. 
Project manager of the World Bank, Gregor Binkert, asserts this as a unique 
opportunity to escape the poverty trap. A bleak picture was drawn by Gilbert 
Maoundonodji, a representative of civil society. He claimed the project plans 
would not decisively diminish the conflict potential. Many farmers would still 
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be waiting for their compensation for relinquishing their land. Maoundonodji 
also asserted that the oil multinationals would continue to earn exorbitant 
amounts and whatever is left is taken by the goverment.  

 Links 

 

 

F

s

E

Transparency and monitoring are important approches to solving problems 

Experts at the conference demonstrated many ways that the vicious circle of 
petroleum and violence could be broken. The oil-producing countries need to 
be committed to good governance, the rule of law, and the fight against cor-
ruption. Highly emphasized were transparency and monitoring the state re-
venues from the oil business. The civil society has to be empowered to de-
mand for disclosure of the financial flows and to monitor them. Furthermore, 
the oil multinationals were called upon to commit themselves to human, la-
bor, and children's rights. But also the oil-importing countries are required to 
make their contribution and create a coherence between their foreign policy 
and their foreign trade policy. Moreover, the situation could be eased by re-
ducing the consumption of fossil energy and conversion to renewable ener-
gies.  

What is the role of Switzerland? 

The focus of the afternoon was the role of Switzerland. Member of parlia-
ment Rudolf Rechsteiner calculated that the global oil production will not 
keep up with today's level beyond the year 2010. Two thirds of the remai-
ning oil reserves were in muslim countries. Already now, due to the perma-
nently high oil prices, enormous oil revenues have been transferred into obs-
cure pockets. In order to mitigate resource conflicts in the future, the relati-
onship between suppliers and consumers would have to be strengthened and 
the resources policy would have to be linked with the climate policy, said 
Rechsteiner.  

Following Rechsteiner's oil forecast, representatives of the oil industry and 
politics discussed the issue, how Switzerland could promote peace as an oil-
importing country. The focus was on the social and environmental responsi-
bility of the oil industry and the state. The possibilities of and limits to deve-
loping a label for petrol which is compatible with peace was a controversial 
issue of the discussion.  

At the end of the conference, Riccardo Petrella (advisor to the European 
Commission), Wolfgang Sachs (Wuppertal Institute for Climate, Environment, 
Energy) and Paul Collier discussed on a panel hosted by Andreas Zumach the 
possibilities of a conflict-sensitive resource policy.  

swisspeace will publish a conference paper containing all the contributions 
at the end of the year (order at info@swisspeace.unibe.ch) 
 

 Program of the annual 

conference 

 Contribution of Paul 

Collier 

 Contribution of Rudolf 

Rechsteiner 

 Campaign „Publish 

what you pay“ 

 European Coalition on 

Oil in Sudan 

 Project in Chad 

 „Groupe de Recher-

ches Alternatives et de 

Monitoring du projet 

Pétrole Tchad- Came-

roun“ (GRAMPTC) 

 „Does Oil Hinder De-

mocracy?“ Article by 
Michael Ross 

 „Bottom of the Barrel 

Africa’s Oil Boom and 

the Poor“  

Report of the Catho-

lic Relief Services 

 „Fuelling Conflict. The 

Oil Industry and Armed 

Conflict“ FAFO-Report 

urther Information: 

wisspeace  

llen Bernhard 

mailto:info@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/jahreskonferenz_d.pdf
http://www.worldbank.org/ogmc/pdfs/Paul CollierTranscript.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/rechsteiner.pdf
http://www.publishwhatyoupay.org/
http://www.ecosonline.org/
http://www.ecosonline.org/
http://www.erdoel-tschad.de/
http://www.gramptc.org/
http://www.polisci.ucla.edu/faculty/ross/doesoil.pdf
http://www.catholicrelief.org/get_involved/advocacy/policy_and_strategic_issues/oil_report_full.pdf
http://www.fafo.no/pub/rapp/378/378.pdf
mailto:bernhard@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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News from Swiss NGOs 

What do NGOs think about a future  
Swiss human rights institution? 

 
 
 Website of 

„Menschenrechte 

Schweiz“  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further Information: 

„Human Rights 

Commission Working 

Group“:  

Alain Bovard 

Links 

Representatives of approximately 40 NGOs met at the end of October at a 
symposium in Berne to discuss the design, functions, and responsibilities of a 
future Swiss human rights institution. Their demands can be summarized as 
follows: 

 The future institution must stand on a sound legal foundation, providing a 
clear and extensive mandate. 

 The institution must be financially independent and receive sufficient re-
sources. 

 The post should first and foremost monitor human rights violations and 
implement recommendations from international committees.  

 The institution should play an important role in education and in sensiti-
zing the authorities and the wider public. 

The Human Rights Commission Working Group which organized the sympo-
sium will summarize the results and develop a common NGO statement for 
the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs. 

24.10.03 
 

Heading Toward a Government Report 
Since 2001 the Human Rights Commission Working Group has been 
engaged in creating a human rights institution. In June this year the 
National Council adopted a parliamentary initiative corresponding to 
these efforts. Political Division IV (section human security) of the Swiss 
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs commissioned the independent 
legal expert Erika Schläppi to compile a report which was finished in 
summer 2003. The report presents six models, that range from an 
extraparliamentary commission and an independent institute to a 
"Council of the Wise".  The Division consulted the NGOs about the report 
in order to obtain their point of view on the propositions.  A report will be 
worked out in the coming months, and will be passed in spring 2004 by 
the federal government. 

 

  

http://www.humanrights.ch/schweiz/eidg_kommission/aktuell.html
http://www.humanrights.ch/schweiz/eidg_kommission/aktuell.html
mailto:abovard@amnesty.ch
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Current State of Affairs "Civil Peacebuilding"  
Invited by the GSoA ("Group for Switzerland without an Army"), representa-
tives from humanitarian and peace organizations from the German and 
French parts of Switzerland, as well as individuals involved in peace educa-
tion, met at the end of October in Berne for an analysis of the current state 
of affairs under the title "Civil Peacebuilding in Switzerland". The aim was to 
discuss instruments of peacebuilding developed in the last years and what 
impact they had on the dialogue about peacebuilding in Switzerland.  

All participants expressed the need for a broad sociopolitical discussion 
about Switzerland's prospects for civil peacebuilding. The following ques-
tions are of central importance: What is the (additional) need for civil peace-
building in Switzerland from a civil society perspective? How can this need 
be expressed in concrete projects? How can wider societal support of civil 
peacebuilding be realized?  

It seemed clear to all participants that such a political discussion makes 
sense only if all the political forces (churches, humanitarian organizations, 
parties etc.) are included. It needs to be accompanied by concrete exemplary 
projects, and recognition has to be strengthened on an official level. A sec-
ond round of the state of affairs analysis, foreseeably in spring 2004, will aim 
at having a broader composition of participating organizations. 

28.10.03 

The event also referred to the parliamentary debate on the "global credit for 
civil peacebuilding", which is currently in the process of settling differences 
between the two chambers of the Swiss Parliament. It was decided that ex-
isting contacts should be used, in order to highlight the importance and ne-
cessity for long-term planning of civil peacebuilding in view of the debate in 
the National Council in December 2003. 

 

 

 

 

Media conference: mass media transformation in post-
Soviet conditions 

 In collaboration with CIMERA, the CMI organised an international conference 
on this topic from 26 to 27 September in Yerevan. The meeting raised the 
main issues being debated within the media community in post-Soviet socie-
ties. The major problem facing media development is political interference in 
the professional work of the media. In some countries, Soviet-era censorship 
traditions are still suffocating the media, the most extreme cases being 
Turkmenistan or Byelorussia. In other cases, after some years of positive de-
velopment, the media is again muzzled by political control – e.g. in Russia 
under Putin. 
 

 CIMERA   

 CMI 

 

 

 

 

 

Links 
 
 
 „Government report on

possibilities of and lim-

its to voluntary foreign

deployment within the

context of civil peace-

building“ 

 „Government message 

about a global credit 

for measures relating to

civil peacebuilding and 

promotion of human 

rights“ 

 GSoA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further Information: 

GsoA Stefan Luzi  

Links 

http://www.cimera.org/en/events/ind_2003.htm
http://www.caucasusmedia.org/
http://www.admin.ch/ch/d/ff/2002/8127.pdf
http://www.admin.ch/ch/d/ff/2002/7975.pdf
http://www.gsoa.ch/
mailto:stefan@gsoa.ch
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F

C

C

Censorship is not the only problem. Money is also corrupting and diverting 
the mass media from its basic mission. Today, various oligarchs are investing 
in mass media, especially television, in order to gain political power. In other 
cases, journalists often sell articles - known as black PR - and undermine the 
principles guiding the work of the media. As a result, public trust in the me-
dia is declining, and with it the circulation of mainstream newspapers. The 
conference proceedings are now being prepared and will be published next 
year in English and Russian. 

27.09.03 

Reporting on trafficking 
In collaboration with its partner organisation the Caucasus Media Insti-
tute and the New York Universities Center for War, Peace and the News 
Media, CIMERA will be organising a four-day workshop for journalists in 
November 2003 on how to report trafficking issues. Journalists will be 
briefed about the situation of human trafficking, international organiza-
tions and NGO's working in this field, as well as media experience in re-
porting on human trafficking from the Balkans. Following the workshop, 
the journalists will spend four weeks producing reports on trafficking in 
Armenia.                        27.10.03 

 

 
 

 

Right of restitution for Palestinian refugees 
At the beginning of October, experts meeting at a BADIL/IUED seminar dis-
cussed the possibilities for lending added weight to the right of Palestinian 
refugees to housing and property restitution. The roughly 35 participants rep-
resenting the fields of research and politics as well as human rights organisa-
tions and the media got a general idea concerning the properties expropri-
ated in 1948 and Israel's expropriation laws and procedures. They also dealt 
with experiences from other regions, in particular the former Yugoslavia. 
Lastly they discussed guidelines and measures within the framework of the 
international administration of justice, that should bolster the right of the 
refugees to restitution.  

The seminar was organised by BADIL, the "Resource Center for Palestinian 
Residency and Refugee Rights" and the „Institute universitaire d’études du 
développement” (IUED) of the University of Geneva. The next BADIL seminar 
is set for March 2004 in Cairo and is to address international and regional 
mechanisms for protecting Palestinian refugees. 

05.10.03 
 
 
 Summaries of key 
conference papers 

 Papers from the May 
2003 seminar on the 
role of international 
law in peacemaking 
and crafting durable 
solutions for refugees  

 

 
 

Further Information: 
IUED: Marise Pegat-
Toquet 

Links 
 

 

Further Information: 

CIMERA Vicken Cheterian
 Information about the 

project by CIMERA 

urther Information: 

IMERA  

arine Bachmann 

http://www.cimera.ch/files/other/en/NYU CT Program.pdf
http://www.cimera.ch/files/other/en/NYU CT Program.pdf
mailto:carine.bachmann@cimera.org
mailto:vicken.cheterian@cimera.org
http://www.badil.org/Cam-paign/ExpertForum/Geneva/SeminarTwo.htm
http://www.badil.org/Campaign/Expert_Forum.htm
mailto:Marise.pegat-toquet@iued.unige.ch
mailto:Marise.pegat-toquet@iued.unige.ch
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News from Swiss Government Agencies 

Human rights talks with Iran 
In mid-October, representatives of Political Division IV of the Federal De-
partment of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and the Swiss Embassy in Teheran held the 
first talks with Iranian Government representatives as part of what is called 
the "Human Rights Dialogue". The topics included human rights violations 
such as corporal punishment, capital punishment, problems in the Iranian 
prison system as well as the ratification of international human rights in-
struments.  

Iran and Switzerland wish to work more closely together in the future at ex-
pert level, with specific reference to the execution of sentences. Central is-
sues are measures against overcrowding in Iranian prisons, alternative forms 
of execution of sentences and the training of prison staff. Switzerland is 
ready to work out a model prison project together with the Iranian authori-
ties   

Furthermore, Swiss Government representatives and experts will be granted 
access to all Iranian prisons in the future. Several prisons will be visited in 
the near future, according to PA IV. Problems are anticipated mostly with re-
spect to detention centres for those awaiting trial. Access to the Ministry of 
Justice has also been eased for Switzerland, which opens the way for all hu-
man rights issues to be addressed in the future – including individual cases 
of political detention and torture. Contacts between Switzerland and Iran 
have so far been mainly through the Iranian Foreign Ministry.  

The "Human Rights Dialogue" was launched about a year ago by Federal 
Councillor Joseph Deiss during a visit to Iran. Switzerland sees human rights 
work in Iran as a long-term project that should also give support to civil soci-
ety. The next round of talks is expected to take place in the first half of 2004 
in Switzerland. Iran is engaged in similar human rights dialogues with the 
European Union (EU), Canada, Australia, Denmark and Japan. 

              17.10.03 

Positive developments in the human rights front  
There are positive developments in the human rights front in Iran, even 
though these are in turn regularly tempered by harsh repression above all 
of media professionals, critics of the government as well as ethnic and re-
ligious minorities (the Baha'i in particular). On balance, however, human 
rights are still being systematically violated. The Human Rights Dialogue 
and the invitation from the Iranian authorities to the UN Office of the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR) to send human rights 
rapporteurs to Iran are positive steps. A UNHCHR delegation is currently 
carrying out projects on a range of issues such as police forces, and hu-
man rights training in schools, prisons and municipalities. Other missions 
are planned to address arbitrary detention and "disappearances".  
 
 
 Iran and Switzerland 

have launched a hu-

man rights dialogue. 

 They have agreed to 

collaborate more 

closely on the execu-

tion of sentences. 

 Human rights are still 

being systematically 

violated in Iran, but 

some headway has 

nevertheless been 

made. 

 DFA - Information on 

the Human Rights Dia-

logue with Iran  

 Conversation partners 

in the Human Rights 

Dialogue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further Information: 

EDA Simon Ammann 

Facts and links 

http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/publi/polorb/200333.Par.0003.UpFile.pdf/rp_030820_strateuse5_g.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/IranGespraechspartner.pdf
mailto:simon.ammann@eda.admin.ch
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Seminar on a new course on mediation and constitu-
tional law 

F

E

Links 

In mid-October, Political Department IV (Peace Policy and Human Security 
Section) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) together with the 
Institute of Federalism of the University of Fribourg organised a seminar on 
training possibilities in mediation and constitutional law. It addressed the or-
ganisation of new courses for mediators in peace processes and for the 
members of the Swiss Expert Pool of the DFA. The purpose of the event was 
to gather opinions from academicians and practitioners. They discussed the 
skills and resources available in this field as well as the needs and expecta-
tions of prospective participants. They underlined the need to step up the 
training available in the area mediation/constitution and stressed how crucial 
it was to utilise the potential existing in Switzerland to this end.  

21.10.03 

  

 
 
 

Parliamentary commission confirms 240 million for 
peace-building 

Links 

-

 

The Foreign Policy Committee of the Swiss Parliament stood by its original 
decision to support the motion by the Federal Council for a blanket credit line 
of 240 million francs to fund civil conflict transformation initiatives and rejec-
ted the decision of the Committeee of the Council of States to cut the 
amount to 200 million francs. 

In

 
In

r

t

o

 

 

L

 Information of the par

liament 

 Report DEFA 
 Institute of Federalism 

of the University of Fri-

bourg  

 Training opportunities 

mediation (KOFF-

Infomarket) 

urther Information: 

DA  Marc George  
22.10.03 
 
 
 

ternational News 

Conciliation Resources 

 this section, KOFF is  

eporting on news from 

en international partner 

rganisations. 

inks 

 CR’s Accord programme manager Celia McKeon will present a paper on 
grassroots peacebuilding at a conference on 'Post-conflict, development 
and peacebuilding'. This will be available afterwards at  
http://www.c-r.org/accord/col/index.shtml   

 From 24 to 28 November, CR will hold a five-day workshop on „Communi-
ty Conflict Resolution and Peacebuilding“ in Kampala with the Ugandan 
Media Women’s Association (UMWA).  

 Vacancies: CR is seeking a Programme Officer to contribute to the deve-
lopment of its Caucasus Programme. 

20.10.03 

http://www.c-r.org/accord/col/index.shtml
mailto:a.onadipe@c-r.org
http://www.c-r.org/recruitment/ad caucasus_po.shtml
http://www.parlement.ch/mm-medienmitteilung.htm?m_id=2003-10-22_051_01
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/foreign/secpe.html
http://www.federalism.ch/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/training.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/training.asp
mailto:marc.george@eda.admin.ch
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fliktbearbeitung 

 Responding to Conflict 

 Unifem 

 

 

 EU Defence Ministers decided to rename the future Agency in the field of 
defence capabilities development, research and armaments as the 
“European Defence Agency”. EPLO is currently lobbying for the creation of 
a parallel European Peace-building Agency.              17.10.03 

 The External Relations of the EU decided to follow up from its military mis-
sion in Macedonia with a civilian one, an EU police mission called Proxima 
starting on 15 December.                      17.10.03 

 The European Commission has decided to allocate 8 million euro in additi-
on to the earlier allocated 50 million euros to support the peace process in 
Liberia.                                  22.09.03 

 

European Platform for Conflict Prevention 
 Some international 60 peace-building organisations and peace research in-
stitutes, including KOFF, attended at the EPCPT annual meeting, that ex-
clusively concentrated on preparing the conference “The Role of NGOs and 
Civil Society in the Prevention of Armed Conflicts”, to be held in Dublin 
from March 31st to April 2nd 2004. 16.10.03 

 EPCP has drawn up a report on its international conference held in mid-
September on "Conflict Resolution in Schools: Learning to Live Together”. 

 15.10.03 

FriEnt 
 How can organizations cooperate more effectively in order to contribute to 
peacebuilding?  This question was addressed at a workshop of the Wor-
king Group on Development and Peace (FriEnt) on October 23.       21.10.03 

 

GTZ 
 The GTZ and the Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation are planning a joint interna-
tional conference under the provisional theme "Versöhnung weltweit 
fördern" (Fostering Reconciliation Worldwide). The Conference will take 
place from 2 to 4 June 2004 in Berlin.  

 The GTZ has posted to its website a publication entitled "Entwick-
lungszusammenarbeit als Friedenssicherung - Chancen und Grenzen“ (De-
velopment cooperation as peace consolidation - chances and limits) con-
taining the discussion inputs from the joint lecture series with different 
speakers from the GTZ, KfW, SID and Johann-Wolfgang-Goethe-University 
held in the 2002/2003 winter semester.              21.10.03 

 

International Alert 

 Kevin P Clements have left International Alert and have taken up the Pro-
fessorship of Peace and Conflict Studies                   02.10.03 

http://www.ueitalia2003.it/EN/Notizie/giustiziaAffariInterni/Notizia_10041500452.htm
http://europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/cfsp/intro/gac.htm
http://www.europaworld.org/week145/commission19903.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/epcpt.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL0903_EPCPconference.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/FriEntWS.pdf
http://www.gtz.de/dokumente/gtz-publikationen/Ringvorlesung-ws-02-03.pdf
mailto:k.clements@uq.edu.au
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.euconflict.org/
http://www.euconflict.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gtz.de/crisisprevention/deutsch/instrumente.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.respond.org/
http://www.unifem.org/
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Responding to Conflict  
 
 

 Course 17 – 21 November and 12 – 16 Juli 2004, Birmingham: 
„Strengthening Policy and Practice, Practical Strategies for Agencies Wor-
king in Areas of Tension and Conflict“. 

 Course „Working with Conflict“, 19 April - 25 June 2004.  

 RTC refers to „ACTION for Conflict Transformation“, a global network of 
practitioners, who work together to plan, co-ordinate and implement mul-
ti-faceted responses and programmes of conflict transformation.    

   14.10.03 
 
 
 

Events 

 

Other pointers to events 

and training courses are 

available through the 

KOFF-Infomarket. 

Info  The 2nd session of the KOFF Gender Roundtable will take place on 
6 November in Berne to examine the topics "Terminology of gender & 
peace-building" and "Roles of women and men in violent conflicts". 

 On 18 November the Swiss Coalition of Development Organisations will be 
holding an expert meeting in Berne on "Private-Public Partnerships, the 
profits for the private sector, the risk for State?" 

 A roundtable discussion on Sri Lanka will be held on 21 November at swis-
speace in Berne with the theme "The political and social role of the Tamil 
diaspora within and outside Switzerland". 

 A symposium of the Novartis Foundation for Sustainable Development will 
be held on 27 November in Basle on the subject "Human rights and pri-
vate sector". 

 From 28 to 30 November, three events will be taking place in St. Gallen 
(Friday evening) and Rorschacherberg (Saturday and Sunday) with the Pal-
estinian peace activist Sumaya Farhat-Naser on the theme "Dialogue in 
Middle East - and what about us?" (Dialog im Nahen Osten - und wir?) 

 

 

Publications 

 
 
 

David Bloomfield: Reconciliation After Violent Conflict 
Drawing on both academic input and field experience, IDEA’s new handbook 
offers a straightforward and comprehensive assessment of the opportunities 
and constraints, and the benefits and risks, of reconciliation activities by ex-
ternal and local actors. The ten chapters of the book offer insights on the 
process and context of reconciliation; on the people involved in reconciliation 
– both victims and offenders; on the instruments available to achieve recon-

http://www.respond.org/spap.html
http://www.respond.org/spap.html
http://www.respond.org/wwc.html
http://www.copafrica.org/action-flier.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/KOFF/events.asp
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ciliation – healing, justice, truth-telling, and reparation; and, very briefly, on 
the role of the international community. The very readable discussions on 
these themes are illustrated by case studies from Cambodia, Guatemala, 
Northern Ireland, Rwanda, South Africa and Zimbabwe. Although reconcilia-
tion processes are highly contextual, the book offers several main observa-
tions that apply to all such efforts: reconciliation is a broad, extensive and 
long-term process, a succession of many successes and failures; it is only one 
of many challenges of post-war recovery efforts; there is no one path to-
wards reconciliation; and reconciliation processes must be home-grown to be 
sustainable. The book offers valuable insights for both practitioners and aca-
demics working on post-conflict peacebuilding processes. One would have 
wished for a more detailed discussion on the role of the international com-
munity, a theme that would have warranted a full-length chapter instead of 
a very cursory (3-page) afterthought. Moreover, it would have been useful to 
discuss the role of monitoring and evaluating reconciliation programs. How-
ever, these may be themes for a follow-up to this most useful handbook.  

Info 

David Bloomfield, Teresa 

Barnes and Luc Huyse 

(eds): „Reconciliation Af-

ter Violent Conflict: A 

Handbook“. Stockholm: 

International Institute for 

Democracy and Electoral 

Assistance (IDEA), 2003. 

 

 

 

Web tip 

„United States Institute of Peace“ 
 
 United States Institute 

of Peace 

Links 

The website of the United States Institute of Peace provides extensive infor-
mation on its events, research programmes and publications. Of special in-
terest, however, is the Digital Library Project, which gives online access to 
the full texts of important peace agreements since 1989, as well as docu-
ments on and from Truth Commissions in 24 countries. There are links to a 
myriad of other thematic and regional resources and to several freely acces-
sible online magazines in the field of peace-building. 

Publisher:  Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) / swisspeace 
Address:  Sonnenbergstrasse 17, CH - 3000 Bern 7  

Tel: +41 (0)31 330 12 12; Fax: +41 (0)31 330 12 13 
Editing:  Lorenz Jakob  
 
The Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) is sponsored jointly by the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and the
following Swiss NGOs: 

• Association pour la démilitarisation • Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Hilfswerke • BAHA'I • Brot für Alle • Brücke Le pont
• Caritas Schweiz • CASIN • CIMERA • cfd • Fastenopfer • Fondation Hirondelle  • Forum für Friedenserziehung • Frauen
für den Frieden Schweiz • Gemeinden Gemeinsam Schweiz • GSoA • HEKS • Helvetas • Infol-Link.org • Intercooperation
• International Association for Human Values • Interteam • Medienhilfe • Novartis Stiftung für Nachhaltige Entwicklung
• Peace Brigades International • Schweizerische Flüchtlingshilfe • Schweizerischer Friedensrat • Schweizerisches
Arbeiterhilfswerk • Schweizerischer Katholischer Frauenbund • Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi • Schweizerisches
Ökumenisches Friedensprogramm • Schweizerisches Rotes Kreuz • Swissair • Wartorn Societies Project (WSP)
International • Terre des Hommes  Schweiz • Quaker United Nations Office 

http://www.usip.org/index.html
http://www.usip.org/index.html
http://www.idea.int/conflict/reconciliation/index.cfm
http://www.idea.int/conflict/reconciliation/index.cfm
http://www.idea.int/conflict/reconciliation/index.cfm
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