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 From the Center for Peacebuilding 

Guatemala Roundtable on the implementation of the 
Peace Agreement and on Swiss peace programmes  

 
 
 Information on the 

Swiss peace program-

me in Ixil 

 KOFF-Website  

Guatemala 

 Question by Cécile 

Bühlmann to the Fed-

eral Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:  

KOFF Lorenz Jakob 

Links 

In early November KOFF, Amnesty International Switzerland and the Guate-
malanetz Bern organised a roundtable discussion on Guatemala. Mô Bleeker 
from Political Division IV of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) 
offered an overview of the current situation in Guatemala regarding the im-
plementation of the Peace Agreement, painting a bleak picture in so doing: 
Seven years after the Peace Agreement was put in place, very little has so far 
been implemented and major structural injustices are still persisting. The 
army and secret paramilitary groups are present everywhere, which is hinder-
ing economic development. Eighty per cent of the Guatemalan people live in 
poverty, and more than 20 per cent even in extreme poverty.  

The local peace programme being run by Swiss players came on stream in 
the autumn, beginning with the issues "Improving access to justice", "Fos-
tering a non-violent culture of conflict" and "Dealing with the past". Su-
sanne Schuepp of Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund reported that the first meet-
ings had been held to exchange ideas with the newly appointed Project Di-
rector Marcio Polaciaos in Guatemala. Together with local players, Polaciaos 
was currently drawing up a detailed conflict analysis and discussions were 
under way to that end. This review of the situation is expected to yield the 
first projects next spring. Karl Heuberger from HEKS stressed that member 
NGOs (HEKS, Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund, Caritas) were seeking close ties 
with other organisations or individuals in Switzerland, and would welcome 
critical observations. Heuberger promised an updated progress report every 
six months.  

Toward the end of the event Toni Steiner spoke on the current situation re-
garding UBS financial dealings with the Guatemalan State. In that connec-
tion Cecile Bühlmann has submitted a question to the Federal Council and a 
reply is still being awaited. The participating representatives of NGOs, the 
civil service and of the State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO) spoke 
out in favour of continuing the Guatemala Roundtable next year. The organi-
sation, form and content of the meetings will be decided soon. 

03.11.03 

 

 

 

Links 

 

PCIA Training with Manuela Leonhardt 
The third module in the series of training courses toward KOFF member or-
ganisations and a workshop on "Peace and Conflict Impact Assessment" 
(PCIA) took place on 3 and 4 November in Berne. On the first day the Ger-
man consultant Manuela Leonhardt introduced and gave an overview of the 
subject. In clarifying the terms involved, it was first determined that PCIA 
 Minutes of the  PCIA 
Training with Manuela 
Leonhardt  

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL1003/ProtokollPCIAKurs.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL1003/programmstartIxil.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_guatemala.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL1003/InterpellationCBuehlmann.pdf
http://www.buginword.com
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could be applied to the entire project cycle, that there was no uniform PCIA 
method and that conflict sensitiveness was the core concept in this ap-
proach. To establish a connection with actual practice, Manuela Leonhardt 
and Esther Marthaler of KOFF each presented a PCIA case study: a pro-
gramme assessment by KOFF on behalf of the Swiss Agency for Development 
and Cooperation (SDC) in Macedonia, which concerned itself first and fore-
most with the question of relevance in the context of conflict, and a ex ante 
risk and effectiveness assessment of a food security programme in 
Casamance, Senegal. Later in the course, Manuela Leonhardt presented her 
approach to the methods of conflict-related impact observations. After, par-
ticipants worked on a case study. The point of the exercise was to draw up 
"Terms of reference", whether in connection with the organisation and con-
duct or with conceptual aspects of a PCIA.  

The day ended with a discussion of how the approach could be applied in the 
participants' organisations. It was underlined that small and less costly 
PCIA's were also possible, by systematically drawing on local knowledge, 
networking players, building internal capacities and integrating PCIA or con-
flict sensitiveness into the normal Project Cycle management. 

On the second day there was a workshop jointly run by KOFF and the SDC's 
COPRET Division (Conflict Prevention and Transformation Division), intended 
to further develop the tools involved and to tie in with the SDC programme 
cycle. As emerged from an initial discussion, most participants viewed the 
PCIA as a flexible and partnership-based procedure and not as a rigid proce-
dure steered by experts. There was great interest in a model developed by 
Arthur Zimmermann, based on a country's conflict situation and possible 
ways forward specific to that conflict. Three basic modules and nine partial 
modules were developed out of the model. Working in groups, the partici-
pants later elaborated specific recommendations concerning content and 
scope of the individual modules. A next KOFF training on PCIAs will be held 
on 9 December together with Kenneth Bush. 

04.11.03 

 

 Publications by 

Manuela Leonhardt: 

The Challenge of Lin-

king Aid and Peacebu-

ilding 

Toward a Unified Me-

thodology: Reframing 

PCIA 

MMZ/GTH-Studien  

 Kenneth Bush:  
A Measure of Peace: 
PCIA of Development 
Projects in 
Conflict Zones 

 KOFF-Website  
on PCIA 

urther information:  

OFF Esther Marthaler 
 

 

 

Second Gender Roundtable  
on terminology and role distribution issues  

 KOFF document: 

terminology in gender 

an peace building 

 KOFF document:  

roles of women and 

men  

Links 

At the wish of participants, the first session of the second KOFF Gender 
Roundtable meeting discussed terminology in Gender and peace building as 
a matter of priority. The point of the exercise was not to find universally ac-
cepted definitions, but to become acquainted with fundamentally different 
interpretations and concepts and help pave the way for positioning one's 
own work. Many participants took the view that traditional peace-building 
concepts should be subjected to a critical, gender-sensitive examination for 
their analytical meaningfulness and utility. There was discussion, for in-

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/TerminologieGenderFF.pdf
http://www.international-alert.org/pdf/pubdev/Fieldgu2.pdf
http://www.international-alert.org/pdf/pubdev/Fieldgu2.pdf
http://www.international-alert.org/pdf/pubdev/Fieldgu2.pdf
http://www.berghof-handbook.net/leonhardt/
http://www.berghof-handbook.net/leonhardt/
http://www.berghof-handbook.net/leonhardt/
http://www.gtz.de/crisisprevention/deutsch/publikationen.htm
http://www.acdi-cida.gc.ca/cida_ind.nsf/0/d4fe6663c8a7824d85256aef00636e0e/$FILE/Me1.pdf
http://www.acdi-cida.gc.ca/cida_ind.nsf/0/d4fe6663c8a7824d85256aef00636e0e/$FILE/Me1.pdf
http://www.acdi-cida.gc.ca/cida_ind.nsf/0/d4fe6663c8a7824d85256aef00636e0e/$FILE/Me1.pdf
http://www.acdi-cida.gc.ca/cida_ind.nsf/0/d4fe6663c8a7824d85256aef00636e0e/$FILE/Me1.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_pcia.htm
mailto: marthaler@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/TerminologieGenderFF.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/rollenvonFrauenundMaennern.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/rollenvonFrauenundMaennern.pdf
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 KOFF Gender website  

 Further topics and da-

tes of the Gender 

Roundtable 

 

 

 

Further information:  

KOFF Cordula Reimann 

stance, of whether we should speak of "negative peace" when there was 
(continuing) violence against women.  

In the second part, KOFF's Cordula Reimann gave a comprehensive overview 
of the various roles of women and men during and after violent conflicts. Her 
presentations sparked a lively discussion about the unofficial and mostly un-
noticed peace work of women, the specific possibilities for women to influ-
ence male-dominated Track I negotiations and about the strengths and 
weaknesses of UN Security Council Resolution 1325 "Women, Peace and Se-
curity". 

The participants included representatives of the civil service, several non-
governmental organisations as well as women academics and individuals. 
The next Gender Roundtable will be held on 8 January 2004 and will focus 
on "gender and peace-keeping".  

06.11.03 

 

 

 

"Intervisionsgruppe Fachstellen Friedensarbeit" meets Info 

A meeting of the "Intervisionsgruppe Fachstellen Friedensarbeit" took place 
on 11 November in Zurich. Amongst other things, it examined in detail the 
current situation and outlook for mainstreaming conflict sensitiveness in par-
ticipating organisations. Topics were also identified for in-depth treatment at 
the next meeting, e.g. impact assessments and tested impact measurement 
models. 

The Intervisionsgruppe grew out of the "Peacebuilding and International Co-
operation Working Group" last spring. It consists of representatives of KOFF, 
Caritas, Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund, Helvetas, HEKS and the SRC, as well as 
specialised government departments (Political Department IV of the Swiss 
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs and the "Conflict Prevention and 
Transformation Division" of the Swiss Agency for Development and Coopera-
tion). The purpose of the group's meeting is to closely examine the content-
related work of the participants, share important content-related and meth-
odological experiences and to learn together.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information: 
KOFF Esther Marthaler 
11.11.03 
 
 
 

Sri Lanka Roundtable  
on the role of the Tamil diaspora in Switzerland 

Links 

 Outcomes  

of the discussions of 

the "Tamil-Singhalese 

Conflict“ forum 

What are the social and political activities and roles of the Tamil diaspora in 
Switzerland? This question was the focus of the Sri Lanka Roundtable organ-
ised by KOFF at the end of November. With reference to the political role of 
the diaspora as „peace connector“, the possibilities for closer and more tar-
geted cooperation with Swiss non-governmental organisations and the Gov-
ernment were discussed and encouraged. Thus, inter-ethnic and intra-ethnic 

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/rollenvonFrauenundMaennern.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/gender/RT_Planung.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL1003/loccum.pdf
mailto: marthaler@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/gender/RT_Planung.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/gender/RT_Planung.pdf
http://www.buginword.com
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discussion forums could be given some relief or the second generation sup-
ported in fixed-term project assignments in Sri Lanka. The discussion fur-
thermore brought out the lack of academic research in this field above all in 
Switzerland. 

In the first part of the event, Cordula Reimann of KOFF summed up the 
outcomes of the discussions of the "Tamil-Singhalese Conflict“ forum, which 
took place in mid-October as part of the international workshop discussions 
at the Evangelische Academie Loccum. The theme was "Wenn es in der Hei-
mat um Krieg und Frieden geht ... Die Rolle von Exil-/Diasporagemeinschaf-
ten in Krisenentwicklung und ziviler Konfliktbearbeitung". Cordula Re-
imann's presentation revolved on the one hand around the perception of the 
conflict-related issues by the Sri Lankan, though mainly Tamil diaspora, and 
the opportunities to influence the peace process in Sri Lanka positively. On 
the other hand, Reimann summed up the most important activities of the Sri 
Lankan diaspora, their strengths and weaknesses as well as the possible op-
portunities, dangers and threats of peace militancy in Switzerland.  

The second part of the Roundtable explored the social roles of the Tamil di-
aspora. Damaris Lüthi, Marie-Anne Fankhauser and Johanna Vögeli of the In-
stitute of Ethnology of the University of Berne reported on the most impor-
tant insights from their ethnological research project "Sozialer Wandel bei 
tamilischen Flüchtlingen in der Schweiz (2001-2003)". "Transforming the Sri 
Lankan Tamil caste society", "gender relations", "healthcare" and "second 
generation" were priority subjects.   

 

F

K

 SWOT analysis on the 

activities of the Sri 

Lankan diaspora 

 KOFF website  

on Sri Lanka 

 Ethnological research 

project  

„Social change among 

Sri Lankan Tamil refu-

gees in Switzerland“ 

urther information:  

OFF Cordula Reimann 
21.11.03 

 

 

 

Cooperation KOFF - CDA 

 CDA 

 RPP/  

Utilization Phase 

 Article in that newslet-

ter on COPRET "Do no 

harm" and "RPP" pro-

jects 

urther information:  

OFF Anita Müller 

Links 
Mary B. Anderson, Director of Collaborative for Development Action (CDA) 
and author of "Do no harm: How Aid can Support Peace - or War", met in 
November in Berne with KOFF representatives to exchange ideas on possible 
forms of cooperation between the two organisations. CDA is currently initiat-
ing the next phase of its "Reflecting on Peace Practice" (RPP) project. Be-
tween 1999 and 2003, this project brought together over 200 peace-building 
organisations worldwide in a common learning process. The aim was to ana-
lyse practical experiences and improve the effectiveness of international en-
deavours in this field. Next year should see the start of the so-called "Utiliza-
tion phase", in which these insights are fed back into the field and strategi-
cally implemented and tested with several organisations. KOFF is determin-
ing in which countries and with which partner organisations it will be able to 
collaborate in this process. 

25.11.03 
 
 

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL1003/loccum.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL1003/SWOTDIASPORALOCCUM.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL1003/Forschungsprojekt_SriLanka.pdf
http://www.cdainc.com/cda/cda-about.php
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL1003/RPP.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL1003/RPP.pdf
mailto:amueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL1003/SWOTDIASPORALOCCUM.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_srilanka.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL1003/Forschungsprojekt_SriLanka.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL1003/Forschungsprojekt_SriLanka.pdf
mailto:reimann@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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Focus   

Small and light weapons: 
international efforts and the role of Switzerland  

 Background of the UN 

Programme  

 Report of Switzerland 

on the implementation 

of the UN Programme 

of Action 

 OSZE document 

 Firearns Protocol 

 Arms Trade Treaty  

 Human Security Net-

work 

 Activities of the  

Centre for Humanitari-

an Dialogue 

 Campaign Control 

Arms 

 Small Arms Survey 

 Inter-American Con-

vention Against the  

Illicit Manufacturing 

and Trafficking in Fire-

arms 

Links 

The topic of small arms has been attracting growing attention in recent 
years. Irresponsible trading in small arms and light weapons fuels violent 
conflicts, prevents sustainable development and triggers countless human 
rights violations worldwide.  Effectively combating the illicit small arms trade 
and the concomitant problems is still at an early stage, however.  

International framework agreements to combat the illicit trade 

Already there are several agreements. Yet many of them contain mere decla-
rations of intent and no strict, binding rules. Adopted in 2001, the UN Pro-
gramme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small 
Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects today represents the fundamental 
international instrument pointing the way forward, and guides the initiatives 
of States and non-governmental organisations (NGOs). There are numerous 
regional agreements, declarations of intent and conventions. The 2000 OSCE 
Document on Small Arms is of particular importance to Switzerland in this 
regard. At present, the only legally binding universal instrument is the UN 
Firearms Protocol. This agreement will only become effective, however, after 
being ratified by 40 States. Switzerland has not yet acceded to the Protocol. 

Endeavours to bring about specific international standards  

The first conference on the implementation of the UN Programme of Action 
on small arms held in July 2003 has shown that European States in particular 
have launched a series initiatives aimed at creating of individual aspects of 
the problems of small arms. In addition to Franco-Swiss endeavours toward 
an international treaty on marking and traceability, there are also the British 
initiative to institute internationally binding export control criteria and the 
Dutch-Norwegian Brokering Initiative . 

Specific NGO initiatives include the joint Control Arms campaign launched 
this autumn by Amnesty International, Oxfam and IANSA. Its purpose is to 
raise public awareness of the need for an international convention to stem 
the trade in small arms. Supported by several NGOs, a committee of Nobel 
Prize laureates has prepared a draft for such an agreement. This "Arms Trade 
Treaty" seeks to use existing norms of international law to bind States to a 
responsible weapons export policy. 

Switzerland's commitment 

Switzerland is guided primarily by the UN Programme of Action and the 
OSCE Document on Small Arms and Light Weapons. It prepared a detailed 
report on its small arms policy for the conference on the implementation of 
the UN Programme of Action. Together with France, Switzerland has been 
militating in recent years for the elaboration of an international agreement 

http://disarmament.un.org:8080/
http://disarmament.un.org:8080/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL1003/SmallArmRegionaleDokumente.pdf
http://www.osce.org/docs/english/fsc/2000/decisions/fscew231.htm
http://www.osce.org/docs/english/fsc/2000/decisions/fscew231.htm
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/crime_cicp_signatures_firearms.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/crime_cicp_signatures_firearms.html
http://www.controlarms.org/
http://www.armslaw.org/declaration.html
http://www.armslaw.org/declaration.html
http://disarmament2.un.org/cab/salw-nationalreports.html
http://disarmament.un.org/
http://disarmament2.un.org/cab/salw-nationalreports.html
http://www.osce.org/docs/english/fsc/2000/decisions/fscew231.htm
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/crime_cicp_signatures_firearms.html
http://www.armslaw.org/declaration.html
http://www.humansecuritynetwork.org/
http://www.humansecuritynetwork.org/
http://www.hdcentre.org/Programmes/small.htm
http://www.controlarms.org/
http://www.controlarms.org/
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/
http://www.oas.org/juridico/english/treaties/a-63.html
http://www.oas.org/juridico/english/treaties/a-63.html
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on the marking and traceability of small arms. Crucial preparatory work was 
initiated in the process.   Small arms campaign  

of the Swiss Peace 

Council  

 Amnesty Switzerland 

 Anti-personnel  

mines campaign 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information: 

 Political Division IV of 

the Federal Depart-

ment of Foreign Affairs 

(DFA) 

Heidi Grau 

 Swiss Peace Council 

Peter Weishaupt 

Switzerland supports a range of other activities, such as the UNDP Trust Fund 
to combat illegal small arms and light weapons, or the Human Security Net-
work (HSN), which highlights the implications of the misuse of small arms 
and light weapons for human security and elaborates possible solutions. In 
July last and together with the Geneva-based Centre for Humanitarian Dia-
logue, the Network launched the publication Putting People First in that 
connection. The HSN is planning a workshop on the implications of the mis-
use of small arms for the work of humanitarian organisations as part of the 
upcoming 28th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
in December. 

A partly Swiss-funded project of Saferworld, International Alert and the Uni-
versity of Bradford is examining the question of how to control weapons 
supplies to non-governmental players and the extent to which norms of in-
ternational law can be invoked for that purpose. But this discussion is still at 
an embryonic stage. Switzerland is also active in research and accordingly 
supported the Geneva-based Small Arms Survey. 

Activities of non-governmental organisations 

Several NGOs are working on this topic in Switzerland, including the follow-
ing activities: together with other groups, the Swiss Section of Amnesty In-
ternational is planning to launch the international "Control Arms" campaign 
locally, starting early next year. With the November launch of the interna-
tional Cluster Munitions Coalition (CMC), the anti-personnel mines campaign 
is expanding its activities. Swisspeace is working on a book project on "Gen-
der and Small Arms". With the co-operation of other organisations, a study 
should be completed by 2005, analysing whether and how women and men 
experience the impacts of small arms differently and drawing the appropriate 
conclusions. This should assist in further developing far-reaching policy pro-
cedures and control mechanisms. 

Stricter weapons control in Switzerland? 

Through its Swiss small arms campaign, the Swiss Peace Council has been 
militating for the regulation of small arms since 2002. This year it has been 
striving mainly for the partial review of the 1999 Weapons Act. It views the 
proposed revisions as indispensable to stricter weapons control in Switzer-
land, in line with international efforts. The proposals contain, inter alia, the 
requirement of a permit for weapons sales between individuals, a complete 
ban on automatic weapons and tighter control by federal authorities, includ-
ing the introduction of a Swiss weapons register. 

 

http://www.undp.org/bdp/pm/forms/templates/chapter3/model-tf.doc
http://www.humansecuritynetwork.org/
http://www.humansecuritynetwork.org/
http://www.hdcentre.org/Programmes/small.htm
http://www.hdcentre.org/Programmes/small.htm
http://www.hdcentre.org/Programmes/small.htm
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/
http://www.friedensrat.ch/
http://www.amnesty.ch/
http://www.uxo.ch/
http://www.uxo.ch/
mailto:heidi.grau@eda.admin.ch
mailto:friedensrat@dplanet.ch
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News from Swiss NGOs 

eacebuilding training for Somali multipliers 
ne year ago Somalis from of the diaspora in Switzerland founded the "Rajo 
Peace and Development in Somalia" association in order to work for peace 
nd economic development in their country. The first project ran from March 
 October 2003 consisting of pilot training over six weekends for some 20 

elected Somalis, mostly asylum seekers. On the basis of their own cultural 
eace-making traditions, a deeper understanding of conflict mechanisms, 
ethods of conflict analysis and healing and reconciliation processes were to 

e developed. Further aims were, on the basis of specific scenarios, to de-
elop ideas for building local peace initiatives in Somalia and to discuss the 
le of the diaspora and the specific ways in which it can lend support. There 

re as yet no tangible, direct outcomes and the initial approaches must be 
orked out. The training cycle nevertheless did much to motivate individuals 
nd build confidence and promote rapprochement.  

he training exercise was organised by Rajo in cooperation with the Forum 
r Peace Education and led by Peter Aeberhard (Caritas Switzerland) and 
eli Wildberger (Forum for Peace Education). It was coordinated chiefly by 
bdullahi Mohamud and largely financed by the Federal Department of For-
ign Affairs (DFA) and Caritas Switzerland. 
P
 

 

Further information:         

 Rajo – Peace and De-

velopment in Somalia:  

coordinator  

Abdullahi Mohamud 

 Forum for Peace Edu-

cation  

or  

Ueli Wildberger 
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15.11.03 

 

 

 

Security and media in the Balkans Links 

 Conference documents 

A regional Conference was held in mid-November in Belgrade bringing to-
gether some 40 representatives of media and Ministries of Defence from Al-
bania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia as well as Serbia and Mon-
tenegro. It looked at the challenges to the culture of communication as well 
as the possibilities of paying greater attention to the needs of the other side 
in each case. The topics included the complexities of the media and security 
sector systems, rapid technological and social change and the lack of knowl-
edge and understanding of the way the other sector works in each case. The 
following were identified as core problems calling for action: 

 Lacking or inadequate legislation  

 Education and professionalism  

 Weak structures  

 Bridging functions  

The Conference was organised under the title "Security Sector Reform and 
the Media" by the Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed 
Forces (DCAF) and medienhilfe.  

15.11.03 

mailto:qalimow@dplanet.ch
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
mailto:ueliw@dataway.ch
http://www.medienhilfe.ch/agenda/SSR+M/SSRM-Index.htm
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New human rights monitors in Israel and Palestine Links 

-

 

 

 

 

F

P

In mid-November, 21 new volunteer human rights monitors from New Zea-
land, Norway, Sweden, England, USA and Switzerland started a three-month 
assignment as part of the "Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Pales-
tine and Israel“ (EAPPI). The programme aims to protect the civilian popula-
tion and local human rights activists from abuses and human rights viola-
tions through its presence, accompaniment and observation. EAPPI team are 
currently deployed to Jayyous, Jannoun, Ramallah, Hebron and Sawahreh in 
the West Bank. Another team is working together with Israeli peace and hu-
man rights organisations.  

The EAPPI is an initiative of the World Council of Churches. The programme 
collaborates with local church communities as well as Palestinian and Israeli 
non-governmental organisations. Since the programme launch in August 
2002, 80 ecumenical accompaniers including 5 from Switzerland have com-
pleted three-month assignments. Peace Watch Switzerland is responsible for 
the operational aspects and the training of participants. The next training 
courses will run from 16 to 18 January and from 30 January to 2 February in 
Zurich and Solothurn.  

18.11.03 

 

 

 Peace Watch  

Switzerland 

 World Council of 

Churches 

 EAPPI programme 

 Former Newsletter ar

ticle on the pro-

gramme 

urther information: 

eace Watch 
 

 
 

Innovative ideas for development cooperation 

 Lecture of  

Walter Fust 

 CASIN 

Links 

At the end of November the "Center for Applied Study in International Nego-
tiations“ (CASIN) organised the 25th "Management of Interdependence Se-
ries" in Geneva. The Director of the Swiss Agency for Development and Co-
operation (SDC), Walter Fust, spoke on "Peace and Development as Empow-
erment in a Globalised World". Fust underscored the need to develop inno-
vative ideas and creative approaches to violent conflicts within the scope of 
development cooperation. Today we were aware of the linkages between 
poverty, the disintegration of the State and violence. Support for social 
change, economic reform and electoral freedom was most likely to help fos-
ter lasting peace, Fust said. Trading with States where the monopoly over the 
use of force is in private hands and organised crime weighs heavily on the 
society did not contribute to development, however. Fust argued that peace 
in development cooperation did not mean the mere absence of physical vio-
lence, but also the lessening of structural violence. Innovative approaches 
therefore had to explore the structural causes of violence and support en-
deavours aimed at altering the relations between the warring parties and 
peace alliances. Fust advocated a systemic development cooperation ap-
proach that could improve the basic conditions for development and trade 
policy.  

25.11.03 

http://www.peacewatch.ch/
http://www.peacewatch.ch/
http://www.wcc-coe.org/
http://www.wcc-coe.org/
http://www.eappi.org/
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/newsletter/newsletter0602_d.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/newsletter/newsletter0602_d.pdf
mailto:palestine@peacewatch.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL1003/LectureFust.pdf
http://www.casin.ch/
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News from Swiss Government Agencies 

Switzerland takes over chair  
of Mine Action Support Group  

 The Electronic Mine In-

formation Network 

 MASG-Newsletter 

Links 

In January 2004, Switzerland takes over the Chair of the Mine Action Support 
Group (MASG) in New York for two years. Its priority will be to combine ef-
forts to eliminate anti-personnel mines with development cooperation and 
peace policy and to improve the evaluation of mine action programmes. With 
26 members, the MASG is an international forum for the major donor coun-
tries. It encourages information sharing amongst member countries and UN 
representatives. In addition, field missions were carried out last year in Eri-
trea, Afghanistan and in the Balkans in order to evaluate ongoing activities. 

04.11.03 

 
 

 
 

 

 Womens human rights 

 New "Fachstelle  

gegen Gewalt" 

 Amnesty International 

Links Conference marks international day for elimination of 
violence against women  
The event "Gewalt gegen Frauen: Inter – National" was held on 25 Novem-
ber in Berne to mark the International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
against Women. Federal Councillor Micheline Calmy-Rey described the nu-
merous crimes of violence against women as a "silent disaster". The only 
remaining trace of these crimes often took the form of sketchy statistics. 
Calmy-Rey saw the reason for the often gender-specific violence against 
women as insufficient penalties, though significant headway had been made 
in that regard. The Head of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) 
viewed the war-induced increase in domestic violence against women as 
significant. Special attention had to be devoted to this as part of peace-
building endeavours. Switzerland would be stepping up its support for ap-
propriate projects, Calmy-Rey said. 

The Federal Councillor explained how the Foreign Ministry was combating 
violence against women internationally: In specific cases such as the 
thwarted stoning of Amina Lawal in Nigeria in September, diplomatic steps 
had been taken. In organisations such as the United Nations, Council of 
Europe or the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), 
Switzerland was supporting resolutions and initiatives aimed at better pro-
tecting women. 

On the other hand, Switzerland was involving itself in NGO projects as well. 
Accordingly, Berne had co-launched the first domestic violence intervention 
project in Vietnam and initiated projects for the prevention of trafficking in 
human beings. 

Yakin Ertürk, UN Special Rapporteur on violence against women, discussed 
milestones in the UN struggle against violence against women and called for 

http://www.amnestyusa.org/women/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL1003/FachstelleGegenGewalt.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL1003/FachstelleGegenGewalt.pdf
http://www.amnesty.org/
http://www.mineaction.org/
http://www.mineaction.org/
http://www.mineaction.org/un_mine_action/_refdocs.cfm?doc_ID=1619
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the battle to be continued and for resistance against threats to what had 
been achieved. Amnesty International General Secretary Irene Khan de-
scribed the campaign on violence against women, which the organisation 
will be launching in March 2004. It focuses on domestic violence as a human 
rights issue and on violence against women in armed conflicts and in post-
conflict situations. 

The event was organised by the DFA in cooperation with the new unit 
against violence in the Swiss Federal Office for the Equality of Women and 
Men. The lectures were accompanied by interactive contributions from the 
"Theater Puravida" whereby the audience's impressions of what they had 
heard were translated into images onstage.  

25.11.03 
 

 

 

 

Further information:  

Political Division IV of the 

Federal Department of 

Foreign Affairs Linda 

Shepard 
 

 

 

 

 CDA 

 

 

 

 

Further information:  

COPRET 

Markus Reisle 

Links COPRET "Do no harm" and "RPP" projects  
COPRET - Conflict Prevention and Transformation Division of the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Co-operation (SDC) - is planning two projects 
in cooperation with Mary B. Anderson’s consulting agency "Collaborative for 
Development Action" (CDA) for the next two years. Eight workshops each 
are planned for staff from SDC and partner organisations on the topics "Do 
no harm Capacity Support" and "Reflecting on Peace Practice". Besides, four 
meetings are slated to promote sharing of experiences and networking. The 
cooperation with CDA is in line with COPRET's medium-term orientation and 
should help establish a culture of conflict prevention within the SDC. It 
should contribute to a methodical examination of the peace-building and 
peace-inhibiting implications of development cooperation and humanitarian 
aid.  

22.11.03 

http://www.cdainc.com/index.php
mailto:Markus.Reisle@deza.admin.ch
mailto:linda.shepard@eda.admin.ch
mailto:linda.shepard@eda.admin.ch
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International News 

Berghof-Center 
 
In this section, KOFF is  

reporting on news from 

ten international partner 

organisations:  

 Berghof-Center 

 Conciliation Resources 

 EPLO 

 European Platform for 

Conflict Prevention 

 FriEnt 

 GTZ 

 International Alert 

 Plattform Zivile Kon-

fliktbearbeitung 

 Responding to Conflict 

 Unifem 

 

 

Links 

 At an international workshop organized in close co-operation with the 
Berghof Center, the "Evangelische Akademie Loccum" highlighted the 
roles, potential and limitations of the diaspora as "peace connectors" to 
their home countries.                14.11.03 

 

 

Conciliation Resources 
 On 2 December, Caucasus Programme Manager Jonathan Cohen will give 
a talk on the subject "Can NGOs play a role in conflict resolution? Expe-
riences from the Georgian-Abkhaz conflict". 

 From 6 to 9 December, CR will co-host a "National Meeting of Editors" in 
Sierra Leone to discuss ways to restructure and resuscitate the country’s 
Guild of Editors. Email Abbey Onadipe for further information. 

15.11.03 

 

EPLO 
 At its General Assembly meeting, EPLO set its priorities for the coming 
months, namely to monitor further developments regarding the European 
Security Strategy and to continue to lobby for the establishment of a Euro-
pean Peacebuilding Agency. 

07.11.03 

 

European Platform for Conflict Prevention 
 In cooperation with other players, the European Centre for Conflict Preven-
tion (ECCP) will be organising an international seminar on "The Role of 
Media in Peacebuilding" in Amsterdam on 15 December. 

15.11.03 

 

FriEnt 
 FriEnt participated in a workshop "Mainstreaming Konfliktsensitivität in 
der deutschen Entwicklungs- und Nothilfe: Stand und Perspektiven". 

30.09.03 

 

GTZ 
The GTZ provides news on the "Sektorvorhaben Krisenprävention", the 
"Sektorvorhaben Sicherheitssektorreform" and the "Friedensfonds". 

24.11.03 

 

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL1003/loccum.pdf
mailto:a.onadipe@c-r.org
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL1003/eplo_GV.pdf
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL1003/BonnWSMainstreaming.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL1003/gtz.pdf
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.euconflict.org/
http://www.euconflict.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gtz.de/crisisprevention/deutsch/instrumente.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.respond.org/
http://www.unifem.org/
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International Alert  

 
 

 A "West African Civil Society Forum" will be staged in Accra, Ghana on 11 
and 12 December 2003. 

 Recent Publication: "Transnational Corporations in Conflict-Prone Zones: 
Public Policy Responses and a Framework for Action". 

 International Alert has recently started a new programme, focusing on the 
theme of Religion and Peacebuilding.   

27.11.03 
 
 

 

Events 

 The 28th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent will 
take place in Geneva from 2 to 6 December 2003. The Conference meets 
every four years. In addition to the 179 national Red Cross and Red Cres-
cent Societies and their umbrella organisation (International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies), it also brings together the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross as well as the 191 Contracting Parties 
to the Geneva Convention of 1949. Under the theme "Protecting Human 
Dignity", the meeting will discuss issues pertaining to protection and assis-
tance for victims of wars, disasters and disease, and guidelines will be laid 
out for the future orientation of the International Red Cross and Red Cres-
cent Movement. Alongside the many other issues, the Conference will also 
be dealing with the topic of "Women in war". The ICRC will be tabling a 
report on this subject and an exhibition will take place in parallel with the 
conference on that subject.  

 
Other pointers to events 

and training courses are 

available through the 

KOFF-Infomarket. 

Info 

 A KOFF training course on PCIA is set for 9 December in Berne with the 
collaboration of Kenneth Bush. The training opportunity is geared exclu-
sively toward KOFF member organisations 

 The Berne Declaration will be staging the fifth Conference entitled "The 
Public Eye on Davos" from 21 to 23 January 2004 as an anti-globalisation 
response to the World Economic forum (WEF).  

 

 

http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.international-alert.org/pdf/pubbus/TNCs_in_conflict_prone_zones.pdf
http://www.international-alert.org/policy/religion.htm
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/publi/chglob/newiss/rcrhm.Par.0007.UpFile.pdf/03_04Chgl04-05_g.pdf
http://www.evb.ch/index.cfm?page_id=2562&archive=none
http://www.evb.ch/index.cfm?page_id=2562&archive=none
http://www.swisspeace.org/KOFF/events.asp
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Publications and Web tip 

 Small arms survey 2003  Info 
 

 Further information on 

the handbook in Ger-

man 

 Website small arms 

survey 

 
 

The new small arms handbook "Small arms survey 2003: development de-
nied" contains the findings of the Geneva-based international research pro-
ject of the same name. The main focus of the current 329-page third edition 
is on the consequences of the proliferation of small arms for developing 
countries. Besides, the book explores the production and stocks as well as 
the trade of small arms, the special situation in Georgia, and in the Congo, 
an analysis of the development of global initiatives and the progress of dis-
armament in several conflict zones. 

The www.smallarmssurvey.org website assembles comprehensive informa-
tion on the problems of small arms for Governments, politicians, researchers 
and activists. It contains a broad spectrum of new research findings, statis-
tics, methods and concepts as well as detailed analyses and case studies on 
countries and regions. Various databases can be queried to gain access to a 
wide-ranging collection of country papers, UN documents and media reports 
as well as information on new activities.  
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http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/
http://www.friedensrat.ch/kleinwaffen.survey03.html
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:jakob@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/eng.htm
http://www.swisscoalition.ch/english/pagesnav/H.htm
http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.ppp.ch/
http://www.proreda.ch/proj_bruecke.html
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.casin.ch/
http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.ggs-ccs.ch/
http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.helvetas.ch/deutsch/welcome.html
http://www.info-link.org/
http://www.intercooperation.ch/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.interteam.ch/start.htm
http://www.medienhilfe.ch/
http://www.foundation.novartis.com/
http://www.foundation.novartis.com/
http://www.sfh-osar.ch/d/index.cfm
http://www.friedensrat.ch/
http://www.sah.ch/de/
http://www.sah.ch/de/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.umc-europe.org/sozialefragen/gemein/aktuell/gewalt/organisationen/
http://www.umc-europe.org/sozialefragen/gemein/aktuell/gewalt/organisationen/
http://www.redcross.ch/
http://www.swissaid.ch/
http://www.wsp-international.org/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.afsc.org/quno.htm
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