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Further information:

KOFF Ursula Keller

Further information:

swisspeace Andrea Iff

KOFF Team on the Move Again
After more than seven years as a high profile member of the swisspeace and
KOFF staff Jonathan Sisson is moving on. Jonathan played a key role in develo-
ping the concept behind our approach to Dealing with the Past (DwP). Together
with the experts at the Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs he developed a DwP pie chart that has since become the
standard model for this approach in Swiss peacebuilding efforts. Over the years
he has helped to build up an extensive network within our member organizati-
ons, opening many doors. Just one more reason for us to be grateful for these
fruitful years of collaboration and unflagging commitment on his part. Fortunate-
ly, Jonathan is not going to disappear entirely, for in his new function as PA IV’s
DwP adviser he will continue to work closely with swisspeace. We very much
look forward to future meetings with Jonathan! 26.09.2011

swisspeace Annual Conference: The Role of Business in
Conflict Zones
Private sector companies in countries that are or have been involved in a civil
war can contribute to their economic development. However there is also the
danger that knowingly or unknowingly they may aggravate a conflict. swis-
speace is devoting two events in November to this key topic. A Joint Academic
Workshop is being held at the University of Basel on 14 November under the title
„Money Makers as Peace Makers – The Role of Business in Conflict Zones“. The
same subject will be the focus of the swisspeace Annual Conference just one
day later. The Joint Academic Workshop, which will benefit from contributions
from well known international personalities, is being organized by swisspeace in
collaboration with the Hessische Stiftung Friedens- und Konfliktforschung (HSFK)
and the Center for Security Studies (CSS) of the Swiss Federal Institute of Techno-
logy Zurich (ETHZ). The aim is to bring local perspectives to an empirical and
theoretical discussion, which is usually dealt with in other forums. Up to the
present academic research has been influenced by a perspective based on a
theory of wartime economies and the role of multinational companies in the
resources sector.

swisspeace invites the public to attend its Annual Conference for a discussion on
the potential of Swiss and foreign companies in situations of conflict. The keyno-
te speech of Hugo Slim, who has experience in this field going back many years
with regard to various conflict constellations, will look at the way Swiss compa-
nies deal with situations of conflict. In two additional panels business people
from Sri Lanka, Palestine, Nepal and Cyprus will discuss the opportunities for
peace initiatives by private sector companies in their countries. Finally Swiss
actors will talk about various instruments that can be used to involve companies
in a productive discourse. 12.09.2011

Joint Academic

Workshop 

swisspeace Annual

Conference 

mailto:ursula.keller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/Joint_Academic_Workshop_Conference_Program_2011.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/events/Program_swisspeace_Draft_Version_290811.pdf
mailto:andrea.iff@swisspeace.ch
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Further information:

KOFF Marcel von Arx
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Isoko ry’Amahoro, KOFF and Peacebuilding in Rwanda
In Kibuye on Lake Kivu, scene of the genocide that killed eight out of every 10
Tutsi 17 years ago, the „Isoko ry’Amahoro - Noyau de Paix“, a network of local
peace organizations supported by Caritas Switzerland and Luxembourg, is today
reflecting together with KOFF on the question of peace. Carrying out its support
mandate KOFF conducted a local workshop from 5 to 9 September. Looking at
peacebuilding with its various actors and products as a kind of market, the 22
participants prepared a detailed peace and reconciliation analysis. Who are the
decisive actors who support peace in Rwanda today? What does sustainable
reconciliation really mean? How relevant are the main concerns of the network
– creating awareness of human rights (family/land/inheritance rights); ethical
„education“; the promotion of public debate on the question of peace in Rwan-
da?

Participants also applied the „Reflecting on Peace Practice“ (RPP) criteria of
effectiveness to their projects, reflecting on the following questions: do those
who live between Byumba and Butare truly feel safer today, are they immune to
provocations to violence, do they launch their own peace initiatives, have they
improved relations between the various groups and social strata in a sustainable
and crisis-proof manner, and has the state created institutions capable of resol-
ving conflicts in a non-violent way? These are all questions that involve major
difficulties, not only in Rwanda.

Finally, the participants took an in-depth look at the indicators which constitute a
special challenge in peacebuilding. The aim is to perfect this knowledge in the
context of the support mandate which KOFF will again pursue in Rwanda in the
coming months. 20.09.2011

Plateforme noyau de

paix – Isoko ry’Amahoro

Reflecting on Peace

Practice Project (RPP)

National Unity and

Reconciliation Commis-

sion of Rwanda 

Marcel von Arx: Ohne

Verfassung kein Frieden,

2011. 

Friedrich Ebert Stiftung

Nepal

Nepal’s New Constitution: Solution for the Peace Process?
Discussion between Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Nepal, FriEnt
and KOFF in Berlin
After having twice been postponed it seems now about to happen at last, follo-
wing Nepal’s two most important festivals, „Dashain“ and „Tihar“. Thanks to
the new coalition government of Prime Minister Baburam Bhattarai and the par-
ties of Madesh the Constituent Assembly will soon be able to begin negotiations
to overcome the last remaining hurdles to the constitutional process. These con-
cern such key aspects of federalism as: the demarcation of borders and the
competence at the local level; deciding the fate of former Maoist rebels, either
incorporating them into the army, or preferably, in civilian life. Furthermore it is in
Nepal’s interest, as well as being a duty, to deal with crimes committed during
the war.

On 15 September at a meeting in Berlin the question was asked as to whether or
not international donors such as Switzerland as well as Swiss NGOs, would ever
be able to play a role in a process which for months has been dominated by the

http://noyaudepaix.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/cdawww/project_profile.php?pid=RPP&pname=Reflecting%20on%20Peace%20Practice
http://www.nurc.gov.rw/
mailto:marcel.vonarx@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/Journals_Articles/Publications_by_staff/vonArx__Marcel__Ohne_Verfassung_kein_Frieden.pdf
http://www.fesnepal.org/
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Further information:

swisspeace Roland Dittli

International Crisis

Group: Curb Your

Enthusiasm: Israel and

Palestine after the UN

H. Both, A. Graf et al.:

Anerkennung Palästinas

als Staat?

A. Rüsche and  A. Hackl:

Show down im Septem-

ber? Der palästinensi-

sche Gang vor die

Vereinten Nationen

Middle East Research

and Information Project:

The Question of

Palestine in Miniature

Further information:

KOFF Marcel von Arx

political parties. As far as KOFF is concerned the answer must be in the affirma-
tive. After C.D. Bhatta of the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Nepal described the tensions
that exist among the political parties, KOFF looked at certain aspects of the role
that Switzerland can play. Swiss actors need to adopt a conflict-sensitive ap-
proach, meaning that they should only encourage Nepali partners who are wor-
king constructively for a new Constitution. Furthermore they should focus their
attention on the root causes of the 10 years of civil war. It is important in this
context to allow all Nepali actors to play a role in the process. All Nepali should
be able to participate in elections, every Tharu girl should be able to go to school,
every Dalit should be able to pray in a temple, just as every Tamang woman
should have the right to healthcare. Only then can a new Nepal emerge in which
all citizens have equal rights. Finally, donors can help to make sure that those
who live in disadvantaged rural areas become familiar with the new Constituti-
on, which in future must be respected by the authorities and the citizens alike.

Ideally Nepal’s new Constitution will serve as a „social contract“ providing a
framework for peace, democracy and human rights, and will in turn serve as the
basis for sustainable development. This is the challenge facing the generations
of the future in the Himalayas. 19.09.2011

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks
On the Status of Palestine in the UN: a Global Debate
and its Local Consequences
The KOFF Roundtable on Palestine on 25 August, concerning Palestine’s request
for UN membership and its impact on local conflict dynamics, was attended by
some 20 representatives of governmental and non-governmental organizations.
The Roundtable began with two presentations on the motives and strategic
objectives of the Palestinian Authority, and the opportunities and risks involved
in the initiative in so far as local conflict dynamics are concerned. The ensuing
discussion shed light on the legal and formal implications of this bid for an
independent state, as well as its psychological and symbolic importance to Pa-
lestinians. The relations between Fatah and Hamas are of crucial importance in
this context, as is the extent to which either organization is regarded by the
population as a legitimate actor.

Particular attention was paid to the dynamic changes in the region following the
Arab Spring and the as yet unknown impact this may have on the conflict. The
position which Swiss civil society and official Switzerland should adopt with
regard to the demand for an independent Palestinian state also received much
attention. In view of the lively interest demonstrated, which the Roundtable
was by no means able to exhaust, the next Roundtable will deal with the ques-
tion of reconciliation between the Palestinian factions. In particular the discus-
sion will focus on the real opportunities for external actors, beginning with Swit-
zerland. 16.09.2011

mailto:marcel.vonarx@swisspeace.ch
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/israel-palestine/112-curb-your-enthusiasm-israel-and-palestine-after-the-un.aspx
http://www.foraus.ch/de/themen/frieden-und-sicherheit/anerkennung-palastinas-als-staat/
http://library.fes.de/pdf-files/iez/08335.pdf
http://www.merip.org/mero/mero091611
mailto:Roland.Dittli@swisspeace.ch
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Further information:

swisspeace Rina Alluri

Jayampathy Wickrama-

ratne: The 1972 Consti-

tution in retrospect,

Colombo 2010 

Constitutional docu-

ments of Sri Lanka

A constitutional settlement of the ethnic crisis in Sri Lanka:
Problems and perspectives
KOFF held a Sri Lanka Roundtable in September on the role of the 1978 Constitu-
tion in addressing issues such as good governance, devolution, power-sharing
and minority rights. Dr. Jayampathy Wickramaratne, a constitutional lawyer and
a Director at the Institute for Constitutional Studies in Sri Lanka, was the keynote
speaker. The 24 participants included representatives from     NGOs, the Sri Lankan
Diaspora, the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) and academia. Among
the issues discussed were the failures of power-sharing processes at the centre
and political pacts since the 1930s, the entrenchment of the unitary state, and
the refusal to address devolution of power to minority groups and underdevelo-
ped provinces.

The 1978 Constitution has been amended 18 times. While the 13th amendment
of 1987 included provisions to make Tamil an official language and to establish
provincial councils, neither have been fully implemented. The 17th amendment of
2001 established the Constitutional Council to be a check on presidential power
in making appointments to superior courts, certain high posts and important
commissions. The 18th amendment of 2010 removed the two-term limit of the
Executive Presidency and replaced the Constitutional Council with the Parlia-
mentary Council, only to be consulted in making appointments. This amendment
has been criticized for removing the two remaining checks on the president’s
power, reducing the council’s independence and sidelining minority rights.

At the roundtable it was concluded that in order for the constitution to help pave
the way towards peace and development, the devolution of power from the
center and a re-establishment of checks on the presidency are essential. 15.09.2011
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swisspeace: Mediation

Further information:

swisspeace

Matthias Siegfried 

Advanced Course in Humanitarian Negotiations
The provision of humanitarian aid, to be effective, often requires negotiation
with a variety of actors in conditions that can be difficult. To be successful in
such negotiations humanitarian actors need specific skills.

Conflict Dynamics International and swisspeace jointly organized a four-day „Ad-
vanced course in humanitarian negotiations“. Participants learned new skills in
the preparation and conduct of negotiations designed to make their efforts more
successful. Participants in the course, which was held at the Geneva Centre for
Security  Policy (GCSP), 19-22 September, included representatives of NGOs, the
United Nations, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA).

Through discussions, role plays, lectures and exercises the participants acquired
know-how with regard to the conditions and methods of humanitarian negotia-
tions, also debating communication strategies and analyzing the dilemmas spe-
cific to this work. Given the interest generated by this course and the positive
feedback, the organizers plan further training sessions in the coming year.
23.09.2011

http://www.wanasapumala.com/anikpituva/
http://www.priu.gov.lk/Cons/1978Constitution/Introduction.htm
mailto:Rina.Alluri@swisspeace.ch
www.swisspeace.ch/topics/mediation.html
mailto:matthias.siegfried@swisspeace.ch
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OECD/DAC: 2011

Report on International

Engagement in Fragile

States. Can’t we do

better?

Face2Face Blog

of the Conflict

& Human Rights

Network (SDC)

Further information:

KOFF Sidonia Gabriel

KOFF Roland Dittli 

Training in Conflict-sensitive Project Management
International development cooperation projects face special challenges in fragile
states. The risk of doing unintended harm is significantly higher than in stable
situations. Ensuring a positive result thus calls for a conflict-sensitive approach.
This fact is recognized in the „10 Principles for Good International Engagement in
Fragile States and Situations“ of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD). In reality however these OECD principles are very poorly
implemented.

It was with this in mind that KOFF supported the Conflict & Human Rights Net-
work of the Swiss Development Cooperation Agency (SDC) with a three-day
training in „Conflict-sensitive Project/Program Management“ (CSPM) at Schloss
Hünigen near Bern between 29 and 31 August. 15 members of the SDC team
were taught specific CSPM methods using examples based on SDC case histo-
ries, and focusing on possible applications in real situations confronting the par-
ticipants. In view of the exceptionally positive feedback KOFF is planning to
increasingly support member organizations in the adoption of a conflict-sensitive
approach to their work. 26.09.2011

http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/14/14/48697077.pdf
http://www.blog4dev.ch/chrf2f2011/
mailto:sidonia.gabriel@swisspeace.ch
mailto:Roland.Dittli@swisspeace.ch
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Focus

Electoral Institute for

Sustainable Democra-

cy in Africa (EISA) 

International Alert

Training platform

of the Mediation

Support Project (MSP)

Local Mediation on the Prevention of Violence in the
Context of Elections
Peace research has shown that every fifth election in Africa involves
violence. Elections in Kenya, Zimbabwe and the Ivory Coast have clearly
demonstrated the risks associated with elections. Local mediators can
help to prevent violence by making people aware of the challenges
during the electoral process, or by helping to contain it through direct
intervention.

The causes of violence during elections are varied. On the one hand conflict can
be a result of long standing structural injustices, aggravated by the elections.
These may involve such factors as discrimination against certain population groups
and the instrumentalization of identity factors as ethnicity and religion. But con-
flicts may also stem from the technical aspects of an election – being conducted
in an unsatisfactory way, legitimate or illegitimate contestation of the results,
manipulation of the electoral process by powerful politicians – which can lead to
frustration and widen the divide between different population groups. Since elec-
tions tend to polarize and the outcomes have important consequences for all
concerned, such conflicts can erupt in violence.

Approaches to the prevention of violence

There are various ways of controlling this potential for violence. At the national
level electoral laws and constitutional provisions that leave no room for equivo-
cation can help voters to expect the election to be conducted properly. At the
international level the deployment of election experts and observers and the
training of election officials can also help. Logistical support, such as supplying
ballot papers, the installation of polling booths and technical assistance in the
counting of votes, are other ways to reduce the possible causes of frustration in
the electorate. A long wait in scorching heat in a polling station line, a shortage of
ballot papers, or failure to ensure the confidentiality of the vote are among the
frequent causes of conflict and violence in elections. Apart from measures that
can be taken at the national and international levels, the direct involvement of
the citizens is indispensible. These should not be seen as merely passive recipi-
ents of support measures, but should rather be considered as active players in
preventing outbreaks of violence.

Contribution of local mediation in the context of an election

Local mediators have a potentially important role to play in limiting election-
related violence. They are often leading members of civil society, religious autho-
rities, representatives of women’s organizations, local leaders and professors.
There are various ways in which they can help to prevent violence during an
election: by making citizens aware of the dangers, disseminating information on
the electoral law, nipping rumors in the bud, keeping the electoral commission
informed of irregularities during the electoral process, and by direct mediation in
local conflicts. In this way mediators can help to resolve conflicts at the local
level while preventing escalation at the national level.

http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.eisa.org.za/
www.peacemediation.ch
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Another advantage of such networks is that they are also effective in circum-
stances in which a population’s faith in the authorities has been shaken. Media-
tors can act as a bridge between the citizens and such organs of the state as the
police or the military. In this way they can help to restore faith in the election
process, taking care at the same time to ensure that the expectations of the
electorate do not soar too high. It is important for the mediators to establish their
credibility with the citizenry and not to be seen partisan. Incorporation of this
bridging function in the country’s institutional structures is also of great impor-
tance, since the collaboration of the mediators with the electoral commission
will be indispensible for ensuring the effectiveness and relevance of the media-
tion network.

Pioneering role of the Electoral Institute for Sustainable Democracy in
Africa (EISA)

An example of such a mediation network was created in 2006 in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo by the Electoral Institute for Sustainable Democracy in
Africa (EISA). Backing up the tremendous international support provided by the
UN peacekeeping mission (MONUSCO, formerly MONUC), the International Com-
mittee to Accompany the Transition (CIAT) and a variety of international NGOs,
EISA trained about 3200 mediators for deployment by the electoral commission.
All wore clearly marked T-shirts and caps so that they were easily identifiable
and the local population perceived their assigned role as legitimate. Their obser-
vations and actions were communicated to the EISA office in Kinshasa, which
compiled the data and made it available to the authorities. Following the elec-
tions EISA set itself the objective of broadening the role of the network and
deploying mediators for societal conflicts beyond the ones related to the electo-
ral process.

A swisspeace sample project

Since 2010 swisspeace has been involved in a similar project in Guinea Conakry
in partnership with the Center for Security Studies (CSS) of the Swiss Federal
Institute of Technology Zurich (ETHZ) and International Alert. The project began
with workshops designed to acquaint civil society actors and local authorities
with the potential of mediation in election-related conflicts. During the presiden-
tial elections the participants organized roundtables in mosques, churches and at
sports events to inform about their work and combat arguments based on ethni-
city. They also made radio broadcasts and tried to pass the mediation techniques
they had learned on to their fellow citizens. They were ready to intervene at the
polling stations in conflicts between election officials, political activists and vo-
ters.

The above described approach is a relatively new form of electoral support. The
first experiences indicate that it has tremendous potential which should be furt-
her developed. The Guinea Conakry project has shown that most of the conflicts
with which mediation experts are confronted are at the level of technical imple-
mentation or the challenging of election results. Local mediation during an elec-
tion process focuses on a very restricted area in an effort to prevent the threat of
violence and resolve conflicts as they emerge. There is little mediators can do
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News from Swiss NGOs

Further information:

TERRE DES FEMMES

Switzerland

Simone Eggler

VOIX DES FEMMES

Pinar Selek – wie

Frauen die Welt ver-

ändern (how women

can change the world)

Zum Mann gehätschelt,

zum Mann gedrillt:

Männliche Identitäten,

Berlin 2010 („Molly-

coddled to be a man,

drilled to be a man“)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

however with regard to the structural causes of conflict, which need to be
addressed in a broader (inter)national context. Productive cooperation between
the actors together with preventive mechanisms at the local, national and inter-
national levels are indispensible for the prevention of election-related violence.

05.09.2011

Further information:

swisspeace

Sara Hellmüller

Violence and the Concept of Honor in Switzerland:
VOIX DES FEMMES with Pinar Selek
The Turkish writer and sociologist Pinar Selek achieved international status as a
researcher on the subject of masculinity with a study on the role of the military in
male socialization („Mollycoddled to be a man, drilled to be a man“). Her study
considers the social function of honor, its shaping and stabilization in terms of
hierarchy and violence. Women also have a role to play in so far as they are either
supportive of the system of masculine honor or a threat to it. Any such perceived
threat is often punished with violence in the name of honor, in which whole
families often participate. Pinar Selek has not been content to make a descriptive
analysis of this system and leave it at that. She has seen it as her duty to take a
stand. She has had to pay dearly for combating for the rights of Kurds as well as
against violence that targets homosexuals and, even more important, for her
tireless campaigning for women’s rights in Turkish society. Pinar Selek spent two
and a half years in jail after being blamed by conservative elements for an explo-
sion at Istanbul’s Egyptian Bazaar, subsequently found to have been an acciden-
tal gas explosion. Despite this fact her case has come before the court on three
separate occasions, and a final ruling is still awaited. In an effort to silence this
icon of antimilitarism and the democracy movement the judicial authorities also
resorted to torture. Even after a solidarity campaign supported by well known
politicians and intellectuals from all over the world Pinar Selek had no choice but
to leave the country. She has since been involved in the PEN International Wri-
ters-in-Exile program in Berlin, and is preparing a dissertation and writing a first
novel.

TERRE DES FEMMES Switzerland has undoubtedly invited an expert on the con-
cept of honor to participate in its latest VOIX DES FEMMES public panel and
training series entitled „Violence in the name of honor“, scheduled for 21-25
November. It is intended to stimulate discussion on a topic that has so far recei-
ved scant attention in Switzerland. 14.09.2011

mailto:Sara.Hellm�ller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/de/voix-des-femmes/pnar-selek-wie-frauen-die-welt-veraendern
http://www.pinarselek.com/public/page_item.aspx?id=614
mailto:s_eggler@terre-des-femmes.ch
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Institute of Federalism:

Summer University

2011
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Further information:

miva Switzerland

Gabriella Wiss

miva Switzerland

Mocoa Sibundoy

Diocese

Peacebuilding without borders between Colombia and
Ecuador
Putamayo is one of the most violent regions in Colombia. The need for humani-
tarian aid and peacebuilding is more urgent in this Colombia-Ecuador frontier
area than in any other part of Colombia. Particularly important in this context is
the support of the „Pastoral Social“ of the Mocoa Sibundoy diocese of Putuma-
yo, whose endeavors are considered by locally active international organizations
including Amnesty International as being genuinely committed at the grass roots
level. One of the main focuses of these activities is the rebuilding of social
networks destroyed during the war, the idea being that solidarity will help to
strengthen feelings of security, encouraging the local population to remain in the
region. This ideal cohesion together with a heightened sense of community would
then provide a foundation for the widest possible system of trust as a basis for
the promotion of peace.

Equally essential however are ways of promoting contact in a direct geographi-
cal sense. For this reason miva Switzerland has helped to finance an all-terrain
vehicle, bringing villages and settlements closer together and making peacebuil-
ding efforts easier. In the words of Bishop Luis Alberto Parra Mora: „This vehicle
will make the Social Pastoral relief work and transportation more effective th-
roughout the diocese.“ Indeed thanks to this new mobility it will be that much
easier to quickly evacuate „persons in danger of life and limb“, as well as to
distribute food rations and small animals for breeding purposes, while at the
same time providing psychosocial support and legal assistance to some 3,000
persons each year. Meetings, celebrations and exchanges of information between
parishes on either side of the border should – and now can – be arranged more
often, helping to re-establish the social network. This local commitment to peace
and stability has already produced remarkable results, and can thus serve as an
example for other conflict zones.   07.09.2011

Peace and decentralization
The Summer University of the Institute of Federalism was held between 22 Au-
gust and 9 September. Attended by 40 participants from 24 countries the three-
week course, co-financed by the Swiss Development Cooperation Agency (SDC),
had the following theme: „Federalism, Decentralization and Conflict Resoluti-
on“.

The first week was devoted to an interdisciplinary study of the concept of federa-
lism. In the second week participants learned about the potential importance of
federalism in peace processes and directly applied conceptual knowledge from
the first week in a concrete historical context with the help of case studies from
Nigeria and Sri Lanka. The final week brought into focus the additional challen-
ges that derive from a country’s cultural, linguistic and religious diversity. The
challenge of reconciling pluralism with national unity was also discussed, the
examples here being Switzerland, Syria and Bosnia-Herzegovina.

http://www.miva.ch/en/portrait.html
http://www.diocmocoasibundoy.org/
info@miva.ch
http://www.federalism.ch/index.php?page=129&lang=1
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Further information:

TRIAL Valeria Borquez

TRIAL

The speakers at this year’s Summer University included professors and experts
from the Institute of Federalism and the University of Fribourg, together with
lecturers from Nigeria, Sri Lanka, Syria and England as well as Swiss experts
from the fields of administration, diplomacy, mediation and peacebuilding. For
the second time ever, a select group of participants had the opportunity of furt-
her developing and applying their new knowledge immediately after the course
with six weeks on-the-job training in a cantonal administration. This close linking
of theory with practice, even at the expense of a summer break, is the hallmark
of the Institute of Federalism. 16.09.2011

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

Institute of Federalism

Viorel Dupu

A Week Devoted to Human Rights
at the University of Geneva
TRIAL, the Swiss association against impunity, is organizing a series of events
on the subject of impunity in the week before International Human Rights Day on
10 December 2011. The aim is to increase public awareness of issues relating to
demands for justice in relation to the most serious violations of human rights:
genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes, torture and forced disappearan-
ces.

An exhibition of photos of individuals who have risked their lives in an effort to
save potential victims of genocide will be on display throughout the week.

Three conferences devoted to related subjects will be held between 6 and 9
December. In a conference on the subject of „Justice for the victims of crimes of
the State: a universal demand“, Stéphane Hessel, a veteran of the French Resis-
tance and co-author of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, will speak on
the importance of granting victims of the most serious crimes access to truth and
justice, with some examples. A second conference addresses in particular stu-
dents and will provide them useful insights about the activities of TRIAL. In the
third conference Giorgio Malinverni, a Judge at the European Court of Human
Rights and former Professor at the University of Geneva, will discuss ways of
ending impunity and bringing the perpetrators of crimes to justice.

Two films illustrating the conference themes are also on the program for 5 and 7
December. „Granito“ looks at the role of experts and volunteers involved in
gathering evidence that led to the indictment of those responsible for the worst
crimes in Guatemala. The film „Impunity“ shows the efforts of the families of
victims and human rights defenders to bring the perpetrators of the worst crimes
in Colombia to court. The director of „Impunity“ will be on hand to discuss the
film with the audience. 21.09.2011

mailto:viorel.dupu@unifr.ch
http://www.trial-ch.org/en/home.html
mailto:valeria.borquez@trial-ch.org
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News from Swiss Government Agencies

Further information:

SDC Denise Lüthi Crisan

SDC: Horn of Africa

UN Office for the

Coordination of

Humanitarian Affairs:

Horn of Africa

ICRC: Somalia 

International Crisis

Group: Somalia

Conflict, Hunger and Flight from the Horn of Africa
The hunger crisis in the Horn of Africa has by now been very much neglected by
the media. And yet the disaster continues unabated, with dramatic consequences.

In a desperate search for basic necessities and protection tens of thousands of
Somalis have fled the drought-stricken and war-torn southern region. It will be a
long time before they are able to return to their homes. For until a solution is
found to the conflict in Somalia it will not be safe to go back.

Flight is a survival strategy for refugees in the short term. In the longer term
however it is a trap, for neither Kenya nor Ethiopia offer suitable conditions for
their integration or economic independence, having adopted restrictive refugee
policies. In the long term therefore these people will be dependent on basic
supplies from abroad. They join the hundreds of thousands who for generations
have lived in the region’s refugee camps, whose future outlook is bleak indeed.
The international community, together with the host countries, must overcome
many hurdles in an effort to improve the integration of these people.

Another problem is the considerable potential for conflict that these mass move-
ments bring with them. In ecosystems which are already overloaded these huge
encampments create additional ecological problems and lead to tension between
host communities and refugees. Humanitarian and development projects there-
fore need to try to foster peaceful cohabitation and to benefit both groups
equally.

Humanitarian organizations are today making a special effort to deal with the
symptoms of this disaster. Swiss Humanitarian Aid (SHA), a division of the Swiss
Development Cooperation Agency (SDC), increased its budget for the Horn of
Africa from some CHF 14 million to CHF 39 million in response to the crisis. SHA
works directly with the authorities concerned to provide survival aid to refugees
and those most vulnerable in southern Somalia, or through established partner-
ships with NGOs and UN Agencies.

As for the roots of these problems, including conflicts and the failure of develop-
ment policies, there is little humanitarian actors can do about these. Only peace-
building linked to coherent conflict-sensitive development can promote stability
and help solve conflicts. Efforts at the local, national and global levels are indis-
pensible to this end, focusing on the welfare of people rather than on self-
serving objectives. 21.09.2011

Freezing and Restitution of Assets in the Context
of the Arab Spring
For more than 25 years Switzerland has been in the forefront of efforts to return
funds stolen from the people by corrupt regimes. This commitment was renewed
recently in the context of the so-called „Arab Spring“ when the Federal Council,
the Swiss government, ordered the provisional freezing of possible assets depo-

http://www.deza.admin.ch/en/Home/Countries/Eastern_and_Central_Africa/Horn_of_Africa_Somalia_Ethiopia_Kenya
http://www.unocha.org/crisis/horn-africa-crisis
www.icrc.org
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/horn-of-africa/somalia.aspx
mailto:denise.luethi@deza.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/dil.html
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Peacebuilding Training
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Further information:

FDFA Matthias Lanz 

Swiss Policy on the

Freezing and Restitution

of Assets

Freezing of Assets in

2011 

FAQ Freezing of Assets

FAQ New Act on the

Restitution of Illicit

Assets (RIAA)

Swiss Peacebuilding Training Course 2011
The 12th Swiss Peacebuilding Training Course was held in Stans, Switzerland
from 28 August to 10 September. This annual course of the Swiss Expert Pool for
Civilian Peacebuilding (SEP) of the Political Division IV of the Federal Department
of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) was organized by the Geneva Centre for Security Policy
(GCSP) in collaboration with swisspeace and the Swiss Armed Forces Internatio-
nal Command (SWISSINT).

Among the 24 participants were 13 Swiss experts and 11 international represen-
tatives from various government offices, regional and international organizations
and further partners active in peacebuilding such as the UN, EU, NATO, OSCE,
ECOWAS and Impunity Watch.

The aim of the course is to provide a holistic and interactive training including
both theoretical and practical aspects of peacebuilding. Conceptual inputs and
scenario-based exercises alternate and complement each other. The trainers and
guest speakers are experienced practitioners representing a broad range of ex-
pertise concerning the facilitation of peace processes.

The curriculum of the course this year covered the following thematic areas:
conflict analysis and transformation, mediation and democratization, institutio-
nal approaches to conflict management, personal safety and security dimensi-
ons of field missions, human rights, rule of law and Dealing with the Past, gender
sensitivity and Switzerland’s contribution to peacebuilding and operational field
trainings.

The comprehensive approach of the course is designed to meet the needs of
prospective as well as experienced practitioners. 14.09.2011

sited in Switzerland by the overthrown regimes of Tunisia and Egypt. In both
cases Switzerland was the first country to do so.

By acting quickly the Federal Council intended to prevent the withdrawal of
possible illicit assets from Switzerland. This approach also aimed at guarante-
eing that a judge can determine the origin of the funds and at the restoration of
assets in the framework of mutual legal assistance procedures. Switzerland is
assisting the new governments of Tunisia and Egypt in this process. Expert mis-
sions have been deployed by both sides in recent months. The Swiss authorities
have already entered into the substance of a first request for mutual legal assis-
tance.

Switzerland’s experience shows that the restitution of illicit assets, in full accor-
dance with the rule of law, is a complex process that can take several years to
complete. The Confederation is doing everything in its power to ensure that illicit
assets will be returned to Tunisia and Egypt at the earliest possible date. This
requires the active cooperation of the countries of origin.

The Federal Council has set in motion the preparation of a new legal basis for the
precautionary freezing of assets. This would eliminate the present need for the
application of a constitutional emergency provision in such cases, and further
strengthen Switzerland’s position in efforts to combat corruption and money laun-
dering. 15.09.2011

http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/topics/finec/intcr/poexp.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/topics/finec/intcr/poexp/sperr.html
www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/topics/finec/intcr.Par.0037.File.tmp/2011%2007%2020_Liste%20de%20questions%20et%20reponses_PEPs_ENGL.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/topics/finec/intcr/poexp/faqria.html
mailto:matthias.lanz@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/sep.html
www.gcsp.ch/Conflict-and-Peacebuilding/Training-Courses/12th-Swiss-Peacebuilding-Training-Course
mailto:Claudia.Rizzo@eda.admin.ch
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo
Conciliation Resources

In September Conciliation Resources participated with the Citizens’ Constituti-
onal Forum (CCF), a local partner from Fiji, in the Pacific Islands Forum in Auck-
land, New Zealand. The official Fiji authorities were not asked to participate in
view of the fact that the government has postponed elections for a further
three years. It is important in this context that the CCF as a civil society orga-
nization is able to testify with regard to the state of peace and security in the
region.

FriEnt
The new Blog of the Working Group on Development and Peace (FriEnt) deals
with current trends and processes in international peacebuilding and crisis
prevention. The authors are particularly interested in the role played by the
United Nations, the OECD and the World Bank. Readers comments should
help to widen the public debate.

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

EPLO

forumZFD

International Partner Organizations

News from ten

international KOFF

partner organizations.
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Further information:

FDFA Caroline Tissot 

FDFA

Youth Initiative for

Human Rights

Sarajevo Film Festival 

Culture and Human Rights in Southeast Europe
The promotion and protection of human rights is one of the priorities of Swiss
foreign policy. In so far as the protection of fundamental rights is concerned,
Switzerland is committed in particular to abolition of the death penalty and com-
bating the use of torture, as well as to the protection of especially vulnerable
groups such as children, minorities and prisoners. Another group deserving spe-
cial protection is that of human rights defenders, who too often are persecuted
and harassed.

Political Affairs Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs
(FDFA) has been responsible for the coordination and implementation of human
rights „mainstreaming“ since 2004. In carrying out this mandate it supports
various projects to create greater awareness within the Administration and ensure
that human rights receive attention in all federal policy areas. These efforts to
raise awareness are due to be extended to a wider public at home and abroad.
For the third time in series Switzerland has supported a Youth Initiative for Hu-
man Rights project in Southeast Europe. This NGO is made up of 40 young acti-
vists from Bosnia, Serbia, Montenegro and Croatia who are committed to hu-
man rights concerns. The project gives young people the opportunity to discuss
human rights and to visit places in Bosnia that have symbolic resonance.
Switzerland also provides support for the international Sarajevo Film Festival,
whose 17th edition was held in July of this year, for its Human Rights Prize and
the „Heart of Sarajevo for the Best Documentary“ prize. The awards are a con-
tribution to a competition open to documentary films from Central, Eastern and
Southern Europe. They are an effective way of stimulating cultural activity and
debate while increasing public awareness of topics of current importance in the
region. 19.09.2011

http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.forumzfd.de/
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home.html
http://www.yihr.org/en
www.sff.ba
mailto:caroline.tissot@eda.admin.ch
http://www.ccf.org.fj/article/news/
http://www.frient.de/de/blog.html
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo The University of Basel Faculty of Law is organizing a public event entitled
„Worse than War – Documentary Film and Panel Discussion on Genocide in
the 20th Century“ which as the title suggests, begins with the documentary
film „Worse than War“ about the journeys of the political scientist Daniel
Jonah Goldhagen to various places where genocides were perpetrated in the
past. This is followed by a panel discussion in which Goldhagen discusses his
ideas with renowned academics and diplomats. Entry is free of charge and
there is no need to register. The venue is the Aula of the University, the time
26 October, 16h00.

The role of archives in dealing with human rights violations is increasingly
significant. Bearing in mind the many crimes committed during the war in
Chechnya the Society for Threatened Peoples (STP) has organized an internati-
onal conference for 26-27 October entitled „Memory, Truth and Justice in Chech-
nya: The role of human rights archives in combating impunity“. A roundtable,
podium and panel discussions will enable historians and human rights experts
to come together to make common cause against impunity. Program and re-
gistration

This year’s Freedom and Human Rights Award ceremony of the Swiss Founda-
tion for Freedom and Human Rights is due to take place on 5 November at the
Rathaus in Bern. The prize goes to Bô Kyi of Burma (Myanmar) and to the
Assistance Association for Political Prisoners of which he is a co-founder. It
honors his tireless devotion to the cause of more than 2000 Burmese political
prisoners. Prior to the ceremony two films on the subject will be shown on
3 and 4 November.

The Pestalozzi Children’s Foundation is holding its go4peace project competiti-
on for the second time. Children and young people can submit projects on the
theme of „cultures living together in peace“ up to 18 May 2012.

Turkish writer and sociologist Pinar Selek will be the guest of the VOIX DES
FEMMES series of events 21-25 November. TERRE DES FEMMES Switzerland
has invited this expert on the shaping of male identity and the concept of
honor to participate in a panel and training series open to the public entitled
„Violence in the name of honor“, scheduled for 21-25 November.

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace-

building.
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International Alert
On the occasion of the International Day of Peace on 21 September Internatio-
nal Alert released an impressive Spot to be shown in cinemas and on the
internet. The clip’s powerful images convey the message that words have the
power to end violence.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FriEnt

GIZ

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

http://www.ius.unibas.ch/
http://www.humanrights.ch/upload/pdf/110916_Programm_Chechen_Archive_Round_Table_E_mit_RednerInnen.pdf
http://www.humanrights.ch/upload/pdf/110916_Programm_Chechen_Archive_Round_Table_E_mit_RednerInnen.pdf
http://www.freiheit-und-menschenrechte.ch/aktuelles.html
http://www.go4peace.ch/
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/de/voix-des-femmes/pnar-selek-wie-frauen-die-welt-veraendern
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/de/voix-des-femmes/pnar-selek-wie-frauen-die-welt-veraendern
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.giz.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.international-alert.org/news/peace-day
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Nina Kolleck: Global

Governance, Corporate

Responsibility und die

diskursive Macht

multinationaler Unter-

nehmen, Baden-Baden:

Nomos 2011. 

Beatrix  Austin, Martina

Fischer, Hans J. Giess-

mann (ed.): Advancing

Conflict Transformation.

The Berghof Handbook II,

Opladen & Farmington

Hills: Barbara Budrich

Publishers 2011.

Advancing Conflict Transformation: The Berghof
Handbook II
The second volume of the Berghof Handbook on conflict transformation recently
published by Berghof Conflict Research contains 20 contributions on various
aspects of peace research which are either new or have been brought up to
date. They reflect the current state of the debate and deal with both the theory of
conflict transformation and the practice. The book takes a bird’s eye view of
global trends in the waging of war, peacebuilding, ways in which third parties
can intervene, and the capabilities of local forces. Nor does it lose sight of gen-
der-specific or human rights challenges, or the problems involved in transitional
justice. The Handbook also provides answers to questions concerning possible
effects and impact measurement, as well as critical reflections on current ap-
proaches and methods. The various authors come to a simple conclusion: no
state actor, no organization and no single process is in a position to effect a
constructive move away from violence to sustainable peace all by itself. The
Berghof Handbook thus has much to offer practitioners and academics in areas
of peacebuilding as well as experts in politics and journalism, stressing the need
for concerted action. 22.09.2011

On the Discursive Power of Multinational Enterprises
The dissertation of Nina Kolleck published earlier this year is devoted to the
discourse on sustainable development. No one can fail to understand the impact
of this concept’s positive connotations. It is precisely for this reason that sustai-
nable development has become an overused catchphrase.

Kolleck asks how and why multinational companies help to shape the discourse
on sustainable development in order to create and make use of its discursive
power. At the centre of her case study is the network Ecosense, which offers
multinational companies a platform for negotiating common positions on sustai-
nable development. Kolleck makes use of a discourse analytical approach which
sees the reality we perceive as a social construct. Applying the methods of
qualitative social research she evaluates multinational documents, as well as
interviews conducted by herself.

Her analysis shows the extent to which the companies studied make use of the
concept of sustainability to advance their own commercial interests and achieve
legitimacy. Invocation of the global dimension of current problems often serves
the purpose of positioning multinational corporations as competent and indis-
pensable actors in the area of sustainable development. It is worth noting in this
context that this story line is often linked with other no less influential discourses,
not least on the subjects of war and peace. 27.09.2011

http://www.polsoz.fu-berlin.de/polwiss/forschung/systeme/ffu/publikationen/2011/kolleck_prom_global/index.html
www.berghof-conflictresearch.org/images/uploads/HandbookII_flyer_and_order_form.pdf
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Geneva Peacebuilding

Platform

Peacebuilding network
International Geneva is home to a number of organizations active in peacebuil-
ding. It is also frequently visited by actors doing similar work in other regions of
the world. Helping this global peacebuilding community to improve networking
is the aim of the Geneva Peacebuilding Platform. The emphasis is on promoting
exchanges of the results of research and experiences in the field, thus making it
possible to reconsider one’s own approach and improve working methods. On
its website the Platform provides information on events designed for this purpo-
se. In addition to the Annual Forum which focuses on the burning questions of
the day in relation to peace practice, there are regular workshops on such topics
as early warning, Dealing with the Past and the role of women in peacebuilding.
Another particularly useful instrument of the website is the International Geneva
Peacebuilding Guide which lists over 70 organizations with ties to Geneva – a
perfect tool for anyone looking for possible partners. 03.09.2011

http://www.swisspeace.ch/projects/koff.html||
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:jonas.heller@swisspeace.ch
mailto:newtrim@fastwebnet.it
mailto:liliana.rossier@swisspeace.ch
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