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Editorial
The Balkan wars came to an end over a decade ago. Yet, societies in the region remain divided, legal proceedings 
against war criminals are ongoing, and reconciliation is still very fragile. In this context, the acquittals in late 
2012 in the war crimes trials held before the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) 
in The Hague caused a stir. This edition of the newsletter therefore focuses on the consequences of these 
acquittals and on the broader issue of reconciliation and dealing with the past in the Balkans. The newsletter 
includes contributions from various non-governmental organisations and governmental institutions, which 
report on their work in the Balkan region and venture a glimpse into the future. 

Lukas Krienbuehl
Editor

Northern Kosovo Socio-Economic Dialogue Project
Five years after Kosovo’s declaration of independence, its northern part, the  
region around the city of Mitrovica, is still divided geographically, institutionally and  
socially. The southern part mainly inhabited by a Kosovo Albanian population 
functions within the institutions of the state of Kosovo. The northern part mostly 
inhabited by a Kosovo Serb population and adjacent to Serbia still works to a 
large extent as a part of it. Viewed locally, the challenges of this region lay in a 
combination of issues: an intercommunity conflict, a deindustrialisation and the 
contention between Belgrade and Pristina on sovereignty over this region. These 
problems are mainly approached by local or international actors on a national or 
regional level (Belgrade/Pristina) and from a political perspective. Yet, 15 years after 
the war many specific issues in Northern Kosovo remain unaddressed, especially 
in the socio-economical field. Moreover, the people from this region are rarely 
involved in the processes.

For this reason swisspeace has developed a project financed by the Human  
Security Division of the FDFA aiming to adress the unsolved issues. Focusing on the 
economy and the society it is gradually establishing a dialogue process with local 
civil society actors and citizens from all communities in Northern Kosovo. This is 
done through a series of expert roundtables on local issues which have an impact 
on daily life. They attempt to identify the most relevant issues and to propose 
potential solutions, including policy recommendations and concrete projects. The 
overall goal of this dialogue project is to contribute to a durable solution to the 
Northern Kosovo conflict on a local and socio-economic level, whatever the political 
solutions on the national and intergovernmental levels.

Through these activities the project also intends to establish a channel of commu-
nication among citizens of the different communities, to strengthen local owner-
ship and to facilitate common identification of the problems in that region. These 
processes will foster the recognition of each other’s perceptions and interests as 
a step towards the development of mutual trust.  22.01.2013

 � swisspeace

Further information:  

swisspeace Olivier Haener

http://www.swisspeace.ch/
mailto:olivier.haener%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
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Links New Website for KOFF
The Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF) launched its new website at the start of  
January 2013 with the aim of offering member organisations easier access to  
services and information. The clear structure of the website enables users to quickly 
find the information they are looking for, such as details about KOFF training courses 
or roundtables. The new website can be found at www.koff.ch. 07.01.2013

 � KOFF website

Further information: 

KOFF Ursula Keller

Two Years on from the Uprising: Political Transition 
in Egypt
At the end of November 2012, swisspeace’s Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF) 
held a roundtable on the political transition in Egypt. Representatives from Swiss 
governmental and non-governmental organisations took part in this discussion, 
exchanging their views with a renowned expert from Egypt. In light of the tumul-
tuous events in Cairo, the roundtable offered a direct insight into the disillusionment 
felt by the political actors in Egypt almost two years after the revolution.

Shortly before the KOFF roundtable took place, the Egyptian president had tightened 
his institutional grip on the country by issuing a constitutional decree. This move 
called for a critical examination of the advances and setbacks in the process of 
the Egyptian democratisation. It seems clear that the conservative Islamic forces 
will play a key role in shaping the long-term development of political life in Egypt. 
At the same time, there are some doubts over their political desire to understand 
democracy in terms of putting into practice the principles of the separation of 
powers and protection of minority rights, and not just in terms of winning votes 
at the ballots. A lack of organisation on the part of the secular liberal forces with 
regard to the forthcoming parliamentary elections is also viewed as one of the 
major challenges in the transition process. Furthermore, the new government has 
not yet managed to push forward any institutional reforms in the economy and 
the justice system.

The problematic transition is also having an effect on the engagement of external 
actors. The roundtable therefore debated what measures could be adopted to 
avoid any further polarisation. The participants saw no prospect of success in the 
short term in regard to the development of a comprehensive process for dealing 
with the past, or the improvement of the human rights situation. The same applies 
to the much-needed judicial processes in the corruption cases and the return of 
stolen public funds. According to the Egyptian expert, strengthening civil society 
remains a key issue. As well-organised force, it is currently attempting to monitor 
and observe state institutions, although this is only possible to a limited extent. 
 04.01.2013

 � KOFF

Further information:  

KOFF Sibylle Stamm

http://www.koff.ch
http://www.koff.ch
mailto:ursula.keller%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/
mailto:sibylle.stamm%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
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KOFF Roundtable on Afghanistan: the Need for National 
Reconciliation
As foreign troops gradually pull out of Afghanistan, international actors ought 
to rethink their previous approaches to military deployment, humanitarian aid as 
well as development and peace policy. In December, the Centre for Peacebuilding 
(KOFF) in collaboration with the Geneva Centre for Security Policy (GCSP) organised 
a roundtable in Geneva drawing on lessons from the past and examining strategies 
for the future. The discussion was broadcast live on the Internet.

To begin with, Michael Keating, former UN Humanitarian Coordinator in  
Afghanistan, urged the international community not to abandon the country. 
He pointed out that there are no exit options for the Afghan people themselves.  
Moreover, they have until now barely been able to safeguard their own national 
interests due to intra-Afghan conflicts and to international interests in this geo-
strategically important region. Michael Keating argued that much more support 
was therefore needed for civil society, as well as investments in the provinces and 
increased efforts to combat corruption. Above all, however, the Afghan people 
want to see justice, political legitimacy and greater accountability of their political 
leaders. These aims cannot be achieved through military means or development 
cooperation alone. According to Keating it would require a national political recon-
ciliation which would pave the way for credible elections.

Jalil Shams, Afghanistan’s former Minister for the Economy and Deputy Minister for 
Energy, told the KOFF roundtable that such a reconciliation process would require 
an unconditional dialogue involving all actors concerned. At the international level, 
the interests of Pakistan and Iran should not be disregarded either. Jalil Shams 
also mentioned that countries with no military involvement, such as Switzerland, 
could certainly have a role to play in supporting a national reconciliation process. 
He stressed that only a neutral state would be in a position to facilitate a national 
dialogue between the various parties on an equal footing. Only under these circum-
stances could the legitimacy of the potential decisions and their implementation 
be guaranteed beyond 2014. 03.01.2013

 � KOFF

 � Webcast of the KOFF 

roundtable

 � Geneva Centre for 

Security Policy

 � Essential Field Guide 

to Afghanistan

 � swisspeace webpages 

on Afghanistan

Further information:  

KOFF Can Deniz

Connecting Human Rights and Conflict Transformation – 
from Concepts to Practice
When working in fragile or conflict-affected contexts, a divide is still often perceived 
between human rights-based approaches and conflict transformation perspecti-
ves. This gap may also be reflected in the institutional set-up of organisations as 
participants of the recent KOFF training course confirmed. From 30 January to 1 
February 22 practitioners from governmental and non-governmental institutions 
including participants of the postgraduate course in civilian peacebuilding dis-
cussed with Michelle Parlevliet what these perspectives can contribute to each 
other. It became clear that there are different terminologies, concepts, analytical 
frameworks and tools, even though they are often applied in the same context and 
by the same agencies. These distinct perceptions may initially render it difficult to 

 � KOFF Training Course: 

Connecting Human 

Rights and Conflict 

Transformation

 � Course in June: Register 

by 20 May

 � KOFF Newsletter 108: 

Human Rights & Conflict 

Transformation

http://koff.swisspeace.ch/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/index.php?id=1098
http://www.swisspeace.ch/index.php?id=1098
http://www.gcsp.ch/
http://www.gcsp.ch/
http://essentialfieldguides.weebly.com/
http://essentialfieldguides.weebly.com/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/countries/afghanistan.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/countries/afghanistan.html
mailto:can.deniz%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/activities/training-series/training-series-20122013/ 
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/activities/training-series/training-series-20122013/ 
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/activities/training-series/training-series-20122013/ 
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/activities/training-series/training-series-20122013/ 
mailto:franziska.sigrist%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:franziska.sigrist%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/Newsletter/2012/108_EN.pdf 
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/Newsletter/2012/108_EN.pdf 
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/Newsletter/2012/108_EN.pdf 
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understand how the two perspectives can be connected. Yet, the Dutch consultant 
demonstrated convincingly that adding a conflict transformation lens to a human 
rights-based project and looking at peacebuilding programmes from a human 
rights perspective will make efforts aimed at social change more meaningful, 
effective and sustainable. The training course supported participants in achieving 
this goal by facilitating the identification of practical ways to link human rights 
and conflict transformation.

As the training course was fully booked weeks in advance, it will be offered again 
from 10-12 June 2013. For the upcoming course KOFF hopes to attract once more a 
diverse group of participants, since the exchange among practitioners representing 
the different perspectives is most fruitful. 01.02.2013

Further information:  

KOFF Franziska Sigrist

 � GIZ: Connecting Human 

Rights and Conflict Trans-

formation. Guidance for 

Development Practi-

tioners

Links

Focus 
Dealing with the Past in Former Yugoslavia after  
Controversial ICTY Acquittals
Towards the end of 2012, five Croatian and Kosovan defendants were 
acquitted by the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia 
(ICTY). The two verdicts prompted public jubilation in Croatia and Kosovo, 
but were met with anger and consternation in Serbia. Media reports have 
often bracketed the two verdicts together – but wrongly so. This focus 
article therefore attempts to shed further light on the trials from a legal 
perspective and asks what impact these verdicts will have when it comes 
to dealing with the past and reconciliation in the region.

On 16 November 2012, the Appeals Chamber of the ICTY acquitted the two Cro-
atian generals Ante Gotovina and Mladen Markač. In the first instance judgment 
in 2011, they had been sentenced to 24 and 18 years in prison respectively. The 
defendants were charged with war crimes and crimes against humanity, committed 
by Croatian armed units during “Operation Storm” in the Krajina in 1995. This 
military operation saw Croatian forces take control of a region in southern Croatia 
which Serbian militia had proclaimed the autonomous Republic of Serbian Krajina. 
During the offensive some 200,000 civilians were forced to flee their homes and 
around 2,000 people left behind were killed. The campaign led to abuses, looting 
and the destruction of civilian buildings.

Croatian Generals on Trial

The Trial Chamber of the ICTY had found Gotovina and Markač guilty of participa-
ting in a joint criminal enterprise, the purpose of which was to drive the Serbian 
population out of the Krajina. The judges’ assessment of the military campaign as 
unlawful was based primarily on the bombardment of four towns: Knin, Benkovac, 
Obrovac and Gračac. In their judgement, the Croatian army had deliberately made 
no distinction between military and civilian targets, which constituted a violation 
of one of the most important principles of international humanitarian law. In its 
assessment of the unlawfulness of the attacks, the court declared all artillery 
strikes more than 200 metres away from a military target to be illegal. A narrow 
majority of the appeal judges deemed that this assessment was neither justified nor  

 � Panel discussion on the 

acquittals, 13 February

 � ICTY

 � ICTY: All documents of 

the case Gotovina et al.

 � ICTY: All documents of 

the case Haradinaj et al.

 � RECOM

 � swisspeace: Dealing 

with the Past

 � Publications

mailto:franziska.sigrist%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://www.giz.de/Entwicklungsdienst/de/downloads/giz2011_en_hr-and-conflict-transformation.pdf.pdf
http://www.giz.de/Entwicklungsdienst/de/downloads/giz2011_en_hr-and-conflict-transformation.pdf.pdf
http://www.giz.de/Entwicklungsdienst/de/downloads/giz2011_en_hr-and-conflict-transformation.pdf.pdf
http://www.giz.de/Entwicklungsdienst/de/downloads/giz2011_en_hr-and-conflict-transformation.pdf.pdf
http://www.giz.de/Entwicklungsdienst/de/downloads/giz2011_en_hr-and-conflict-transformation.pdf.pdf
http://www.icty.org/
http://www.icty.org/case/gotovina/4
http://www.icty.org/case/gotovina/4
http://www.icty.org/case/haradinaj/4
http://www.icty.org/case/haradinaj/4
http://www.zarekom.org/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/topics/dealing-with-the-past.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/topics/dealing-with-the-past.html
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sufficiently substantiated. In their opinion, the bombardments could therefore not 
be regarded as prohibited attacks on civilians and civilian targets. However, two of 
the five appeal judges did not agree with this majority view and pointedly expressed 
dissenting opinions, accusing their colleagues of committing serious legal errors.

In fact, it is difficult to understand why the three judges declared all other evidence 
of the involvement of the two defendants in a joint criminal enterprise to be insuf-
ficient across the board. Their decision was based on the curt argument that any 
further evidence would only be considered if it were evaluated together with the 
prohibited bombings. However, the well-informed 1,340-page judgment of the Trial 
Chamber in 2011 was based on a wide range of further credible evidence, such 
as the minutes of the meeting between Croatia’s political and military leaders on 
the Brijuni Islands, in which Operation Storm was planed. The ill-founded blanket 
dismissal of the substantiated verdict of the Trial Court also prompted confusion 
amongst independent observers. In Serbia, this was seen by many as a confirma-
tion of the view they had been expressing for years, that the ICTY had solely been 
established to discredit the Serbian side.

Comparison with the Acquittals of Kosovan KLA Commanders

This view was further reinforced by another acquittal of non-Serbian defen-
dants shortly afterwards. On 29 November 2012, the Trial Chamber of the ICTY  
acquitted three former commanders of the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA): Ramush 
Haradinaj, Idriz Balaj and Lahi Brahimaj. They were accused of crimes committed 
in a KLA camp in Gjakovë in 1998. The acquittals were preceded by lengthy legal 
proceedings, which had already seen two of the three defendants acquitted back 
in 2008. The Appeals Chamber had referred the case back to the Trial Court in 2010 
for reassessment, on the grounds that the prosecutor had not been given enough 
time to find new witnesses, with many of the original witnesses being threatened 
and put under pressure. The prosecutor seems not to have been able to make any 
progress in gathering evidence in the new proceedings. For this reason the second 
Trial Chamber gave the accused the benefit of the doubt and acquitted all three 
defendants.

Certain parallels can be drawn between the two cases, particularly with regard to 
the difficulty of holding senior military or civilian decision-makers criminally res-
ponsible years after the events took place. Both verdicts have also provoked similar 
political reactions. In all other respect, however, the two cases have very little in 
common. The argument that the prosecution demonstrated poor investigation skills 
in either trial is unreasonable. In the Gotovina/Markač case, there was plenty of 
convincing evidence which, for unknown reasons, was declared irrelevant by the 
Appeals Chamber. On the other hand, in the trial against Haradinaj and his fellow 
commanders it was virtually impossible to obtain any useful witness testimonies 
because of the serious threats to witnesses both within and outside Kosovo.

Implications for Reconciliation in the Balkans

It remains to be seen what affect these verdicts will have on dealing with the past 
efforts and reconciliation in the Balkan region. However, there is reason to fear 
that they will have a negative impact on the urgently needed cooperation between 
the criminal prosecution authorities of the former Yugoslav states, for example.  
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Further information:  

ICP Pascal Gemperli

 � ICP

 � University of Basel

 � University of Belgrade

 � University of Sarajevo

 � University of Zagreb

This cooperation is essential for pressing ahead with remaining war crimes trials 
at national level. Negative implications for existing reconciliation initiatives within 
and between the affected countries and ethnic groups cannot be ruled out neither. 
The same applies to the establishment of a regional truth commission (RECOM) 
and to programmes aimed at providing compensation for victims, such as the 
displaced persons from the Krajina.

The issue of how the victims feel about these acquittals has barely been broached. 
The very fact that war crimes were committed against the civilian population was 
not called into question in either trial. Although the court confirmed the facts in 
each case, nobody has been brought to justice. Moreover, no criminal proceedings 
for war crimes are expected to take place at national level neither in Kosovo nor 
in Croatia, particularly not after the two acquittals by the ICTY.  21.01.2013

Further information: 

swisspeace 

Elisabeth Baumgartner

South-East European Master’s Programme in Peace Studies
The Institute for Conflict Transformation and Peacebuilding (ICP) in cooperation 
with the universities of Basel, Belgrade, Sarajevo and Zagreb are developing a 
South-East European master‘s programme in peace studies. The same master’s 
programme should ultimately be offered at all participating universities in South-
East Europe with compatible curriculums. One specialisation module will be offered 
in Basel. This programme is supported by the Swiss National Science Foundation.

In the former Yugoslav region the development of an academic approach to peace 
is still at an early stage. Currently lectures covering peace research as main topic 
are only proposed by the Department of Security and Peace Studies of the Faculty 
of Political Science of the University of Sarajevo. Furthermore, an undergraduate 
course and a recently launched master’s degree in peace studies are offered at the 
Faculty of Political Science at the University of Belgrade.

With reference to the violent past in South-East Europe, peace studies, intercultural 
dialogue and non-violent conflict resolution should be viewed as crucial subjects 
in teaching and practice. The scientific findings of peace research could serve as 
framework for the development of practical conflict management projects in the 
region. The regional master’s programme in peace studies will also contribute to 
the establishment of a network of young professionals and researchers who can 
collaborate on regional projects. With their specific knowledge a regional commu-
nity of peace researchers and graduates will be able to advance the integration 
and reconciliation of divided societies in this post-conflict region. Furthermore, the 
programme should provide incentives to deepen and broaden the current coope-
ration between scientists and NGO representatives working on issues related to 
peace. 10.01.2013

mailto:gemperli%40iicp.ch?subject=
http://www.institute-icp.ch
http://unibas.ch/index.cfm?o_lang_id=2
http://www.bg.ac.rs/en_index.php
http://unsa.ba/s/index.php?lang=english
http://www.unizg.hr/homepage/
mailto:elisabeth.baumgartner%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
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Further information:  

cfd Nina Hoessli

 � cfd projects in Bosnia-

Herzegovina

 � cfd projects in Kosovo

 � Medica Zenica

cfd Activities in the Balkans
The feminist peace organisation cfd has been working in South-Eastern Europe since 
1993. It is currently supporting projects to empower women in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
and in Kosovo. The focus of the organisation’s activities is on combating gender-
related violence and discrimination.

During armed conflicts, the social roles of men and women are being dissolved. 
In the absence of men, women assume sole responsibility for providing for their 
families, take on tasks that would previously have been the domain of men or take 
up arms as combatants themselves. The period following the conflict remains a 
precarious time for many of those affected: traumatisation, the flight of refugees, 
poverty and unemployment continue to put a strain on the population. Domestic 
and sexual violence also tends to increase significantly after an armed conflict has 
come to an end. At the same time, many post-conflict regions experience a social 
shift towards traditional values. For women and girls, this often means that their 
access to education is restricted, that their incomes are lower, their property rights 
uncertain or their political voice reduced.

Human and women’s rights are now firmly anchored in both Bosnia-Herzegovina 
and Kosovo. Moreover, thanks to the continuous efforts of cfd’s partner organisa-
tions and other local women organisations, laws on gender equality and on pro-
tection against domestic violence have been passed in recent years. Nevertheless, 
their implementation has been hampered by a lack of political will, insufficient 
institutional and financial resources from the governments and the prevalence 
of traditional values. cfd’s partner organisations are therefore working on ways 
to improve the implementation of this legislation. Medica Zenica, for example, 
has successfully launched coordination groups between authorities and NGOs in  
several Bosnian municipalities to combat domestic violence. Meanwhile, the Wo-
men Wellness Center in Kosovo has joined forces with government agencies and 
NGOs to ensure better local enforcement of the new law on protection against 
domestic violence. In addition, these and other NGOs supported by cfd are offering 
advice and assistance for victims of domestic and sexual violence as well as for 
traumatised adults and young people. 16.01.2013

New Pestalozzi Projects
The Pestalozzi Children’s Foundation is supporting projects in three programme 
countries: Serbia, Macedonia and Moldova. These countries are marked by conti-
nuing political instability and disorientation. They are caught between the prospect 
of integration into the European Union, building their own national identity, and 
challenges at the economic and social level. Ethnic discrimination and intolerance 
also jeopardise social cohesion and create an atmosphere of latent violence, which 
threatens to escalate at any moment. Europe’s largest minority group, the Roma, is 
particularly affected by repeated discrimination, poverty, political marginalisation 
and a lack of access to governmental services such as healthcare and education.

The Pestalozzi Children’s Foundation sees education as the key to peaceful cohabi-
tation. For this reason it works to strengthen the capacities and rights of children 

Links

 � Pestalozzi Children’s 

Foundation

 � Pestalozzi programmes 

in South-Eastern Europe

mailto:nina.hoessli%40cfd-ch.org?subject=
http://www.cfd-ch.org/e/empowerment/projects/bosnia-herzegovina/index.php
http://www.cfd-ch.org/e/empowerment/projects/bosnia-herzegovina/index.php
http://www.cfd-ch.org/e/empowerment/projects/kosova/projects_in_kosovo.php
http://medicazenica.org/uk/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/index.php?L=2
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/index.php?L=2
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/en/development-cooperation/south-east-europe/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/en/development-cooperation/south-east-europe/
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all over the world. The foundation enables children who are living in precarious 
circumstances to take part in education and to improve their own situation. In 
South-Eastern Europe, it uses intercultural educational projects to show children 
and young people how they can break down barriers with tolerance and an open-
minded attitude. The projects are designed to help young people acquire new skills, 
giving them the opportunity to assert their own rights.

Three new projects are being launched in Serbia and Macedonia in 2013 with a 
focus on children’s rights. These involve two main activities: discussing at school 
the issue of children’s rights on the one hand and reinforcing intercultural under-
standing on the other. The aim is to offer children and young people the chance to 
stand up for their rights and play an active role in social change. The three projects 
follow a human rights-based approach and thus take all the relevant stakeholders, 
target groups and authorities into account right from the start. 17.01.2013

Further information:  

Pestalozzi Children’s  

Foundation 

Argine Nahapetyan

HSD Support for Initiatives to Deal with the Past in the 
Balkans
The Human Security Division (HSD) of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign 
Affairs (FDFA) supports a holistic approach to Dealing with the Past and has been 
providing technical and financial support to governmental and non-governmental 
initiatives in the Balkans in this field for the past decade. With the closure of the 
International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) foreseen in 2014, 
regional and national efforts to address the legacy of violent conflict on the 1990s 
take on an additional significance.

Two of the most promising non-judicial initiatives in recent years have been the 
development of a national strategy of transitional justice in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
and the NGO coalition to establish a regional fact-finding body, known as RECOM.

Following the approval of a national war crimes strategy in 2008, the state govern-
ment of Bosnia-Herzegovina mandated the Ministry of Justice and the Ministry of 
Human Rights and Refugees to jointly develop a complementary national transi-
tional justice strategy that would focus on the issues of truth-seeking, reparation, 
and institutional reform. With the support of the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) a series of national consultations with civil society stakeholders 
was undertaken to elaborate the focus and content of the strategy. The strategy 
paper has now been submitted as a working document to members of the Parlia-
ment in Bosnia-Herzegovina and is being presented for discussion and debate at 
public meetings in different regions of the country.

In a parallel development the government of Kosovo has committed itself to esta-
blish an Inter-Ministerial Working Group to develop a national strategy for dealing 
with the past and reconciliation. Similar to the process in Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
the Working Group will engage in consultations with concerned stakeholders to 
determine the content of the strategy. Both as a donor and in the provision of 
expertise, the FDFA has supported these two government initiatives.

Links

News from Swiss Government Agencies

 � HSD: Dealing with the 

Past

 � National Transitional 

Justice Strategy in 

Bosnia-Herzegovina: 

UNDP Access to Justice 

Program

 � Roundtable: Public 

Dialogue on Working 

Document for Transitio-

nal Justice Strategy in 

Bosnia-Herzegovina

 � Coalition for RECOM

 � Inter-Ministerial Wor-

king Group on Dealing 

with the Past and Re-

conciliation in Kosovo

mailto:a.nahapetyan%40pestalozzi.ch?subject=
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/depast.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/depast.html
http://www.undp.ba/index.aspx?PID=21&RID=95
http://www.undp.ba/index.aspx?PID=21&RID=95
http://www.undp.ba/index.aspx?PID=21&RID=95
http://www.undp.ba/index.aspx?PID=21&RID=95
http://www.undp.ba/index.aspx?PID=21&RID=95
http://www.undp.ba/index.aspx?PID=7&RID=797
http://www.undp.ba/index.aspx?PID=7&RID=797
http://www.undp.ba/index.aspx?PID=7&RID=797
http://www.undp.ba/index.aspx?PID=7&RID=797
http://www.undp.ba/index.aspx?PID=7&RID=797
http://www.zarekom.org/
http://kryeministri-ks.net/?page=2,9,2902
http://kryeministri-ks.net/?page=2,9,2902
http://kryeministri-ks.net/?page=2,9,2902
http://kryeministri-ks.net/?page=2,9,2902


KOFF Newsletter No. 114 1 0

On a regional level, the civil society campaign of support for RECOM continues, 
following the submission of the RECOM statute together with some half a million 
signatures of support to the governments in the region in June 2011. Switzerland 
recognises the importance of a regional approach to truth-seeking in the Balkans 
and encourages the governments concerned to formulate an official response to 
the request to establish RECOM. 10.01.2013

Further information:  

HSD Jonathan Sisson

Links

 � FDFA: OSCE

 � FDFA: Conceptual 

Framework for DwP

 � FDFA: Human Security 

Division

Further information:  

FDFA  

Task Force OSCE Chair-

manship Marijana Rakic 

HSD Jonathan Sisson

Opportunities for Dealing with the Past under the Swiss 
OSCE Chairmanship in 2014
As the future Chair of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) in 2014, Switzerland’s goal is to contribute to security and sustainable 
peace throughout the OSCE area. In view of its partnership with Serbia, which 
will assume the Chairmanship of the OSCE in 2015, and its own national interest 
in political stability in South-Eastern Europe, the decision was taken to appoint a 
Swiss Special Representative for the region for a consecutive period of two years. 
Although the focus of the mandate has not yet been finalised, initiatives in the area 
of dealing with the past and reconciliation are envisaged as an area of activity.

Switzerland has been keen on promoting Dealing with the Past (DwP) as a key factor 
for reconciliation in the region. The Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
(FDFA) currently supports several key OSCE endeavours to develop common history 
curriculum standards, promote war crime accountability, foster dialogue between 
diverse ethnic communities, and strengthen rule of law institutions.

Taking advantage of the significant OSCE field presence in the region as well as 
its monitoring and advisory role in support of the institutional development of the 
rule of law, the Swiss OSCE Chairmanship offers an opportunity to actively promote 
reconciliation on both a policy and an operational level. Potential initiatives for 
2014 could include the facilitation of an exchange of experience among OSCE 
participating States with the goal of developing an OSCE strategy on DwP for the 
region. This, in turn, would contribute to the longer term goal of drafting Guiding 
Principles on Dealing with the Past and the Prevention of Atrocities for the OSCE, 
including corresponding reporting guidelines for OSCE participating States.

Such activities could be effectively supported with the help of the Swiss concep-
tual framework for DwP. It could be used as an instrument for policy development 
within the OSCE and as a reference for trainings and human rights monitoring 
in OSCE field missions. A DwP and reconciliation unit could also be established 
in the OSCE Secretariat in Vienna, which would by the same token contribute to 
Switzerland’s continuous efforts to strengthen OSCE’s capacities. This would also 
promote means to implement the commitment of OSCE participating States to the 
human dimension of security. 18.01.2013

mailto:jonathan.sisson%40eda.admin.ch?subject=
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/topics/intorg/osce.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/doc/publi/publi2.Par.0099.File.tmp/Politorbis%2050%20-%20Dealing%20with%20the%20Past_3%20.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/doc/publi/publi2.Par.0099.File.tmp/Politorbis%2050%20-%20Dealing%20with%20the%20Past_3%20.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
mailto:marijana.rakic%40eda.admin.ch?subject=
mailto:jonathan.sisson%40eda.admin.ch?subject=
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Links

 � SDC: Western Balkans

Further information:  

SDC Richard Kohli

SDC Involvement in the Western Balkans
European integration continues to serve as a driving force for reform in the Wes-
tern Balkans. The five partner countries of the Swiss Agency for Development 
and Cooperation (SDC) – Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Kosovo, Macedonia and 
Serbia – have made varying degrees of progress in this integration process. The 
aim of SDC’s cooperation with Eastern Europe is therefore to support the transition 
towards democracy and a market economy.

At the macro-economic level, the region remained relatively stable in 2012, with 
modest growth rates and in some countries a slight rise in foreign investment. 
However, neither of these developments was strong enough to play a decisive 
role in counteracting the region’s widespread unemployment, particularly amongst 
women and young people. In the social sector, equal access to public services and 
the effects of high unemployment rates continue to present major challenges.

In light of this situation, SDC’s thematic focus in the Western Balkans on demo-
cratisation, decentralisation and local governance, as well as its emphasis on im-
proving the employability of young people, are as relevant as ever. The 2013-2016 
cooperation strategies for Bosnia-Herzegovina, Kosovo and Macedonia finalised in 
2012 therefore place greater emphasis on these issues. This year, new cooperation 
strategies with similar themes are due to be drafted for Albania and Serbia too. 
The promotion of healthcare reforms will also become increasingly important.

At regional level, SDC is currently actively involved in promoting social sciences 
and police cooperation. SDC will thus increase its regional engagement between 
2013 and 2016. 14.01.2013

Info

Publications

 � La Revue internationale 

et stratégique. 2012. 

N°88, Le dossier: Pardon 

et réconciliation.

 � swisspeace. 2012. 

A Conceptual Framework 

for Dealing with the 

Past. Holism in Principle 

and Practice. Dealing 

with the Past Back-

ground Paper.

Publications on Reconciliation and Dealing with the Past
In 2012, the French Revue internationale et stratégique brought out an entire dossier 
devoted to the theme of forgiveness and reconciliation. These topics have been 
gaining increasing significance at international level for several years. They have 
now become established peacebuilding tools in countries affected by conflict. The 
publication therefore sheds light on issues related to this topic through a series of 
case studies and critical articles.

Dealing with human rights violations after a violent conflict or a period of authori-
tarian rule is one of the most demanding challenges societies can face. Experience 
has shown that there is a correlation between the ability to deal with this legacy 
in a comprehensive way and the potential for lasting peace. The process of Dealing 
with the Past therefore requires a wide range of measures, including initiatives 
which address the conflict causes. With this in mind, swisspeace has published a 
background paper discussing the key aspects and the conceptual frameworks of 
a holistic approach to Dealing with the Past.  16.01.2013

http://www.deza.admin.ch/en/Home/Countries/Western_Balkans
mailto:richard.kohli%40deza.admin.ch?subject=
http://www.iris-france.org/Archives/revue/revue_internationale_strategique.php3
http://www.iris-france.org/Archives/revue/revue_internationale_strategique.php3
http://www.iris-france.org/Archives/revue/revue_internationale_strategique.php3
http://www.iris-france.org/Archives/revue/revue_internationale_strategique.php3
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/DwP_Conceptual_Framework_October2012.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/DwP_Conceptual_Framework_October2012.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/DwP_Conceptual_Framework_October2012.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/DwP_Conceptual_Framework_October2012.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/DwP_Conceptual_Framework_October2012.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/DwP_Conceptual_Framework_October2012.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/DwP_Conceptual_Framework_October2012.pdf
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Info

Web Tip
Regional Websites on Reconciliation and Dealing with the 
Past
Various successful initiatives have been launched in the Balkans with the aim of 
achieving reconciliation in the region. The Coalition for RECOM, for example, is 
a regional network of NGOs which is campaigning for the creation of a regional 
commission to establish the facts about victims of war crimes. Another regional 
platform is the Youth Initiative for Human Rights. It provides online presentations 
of important projects from all over the Balkans which aim at dealing with the past.

The Humanitarian Law Center (HLC) documented human rights violations during 
the Balkan Wars and lists them in a database. It also monitors the legal procee-
dings against war criminals in Serbia, while the HLC Kosovo website reports on the 
findings from observations of court proceedings against war criminals in Kosovo. 
The DWP Kosovo website aims to present various initiatives on the themes of 
reconciliation and dealing with the past. In doing so, it offers a good overview of 
ongoing and completed projects in Kosovo.

Other websites provide online access to video material or publications on dealing 
with the past. On the website for the Croatian organisation Documenta, for 
example, there are numerous interviews with Croatian citizens who have been 
affected by conflict and who give a personal account of their wartime memories. 
This organisation is also involved in monitoring trials of war criminals in Croatia.

The Centre for Research, Documentation and Publication (RDP) is working on 
the normalisation of relationships between communities in Kosovo by promoting 
mechanisms for building common memories and a shared historiography. The 
Mreza Mira network also publishes an English version of its electronic newsletter 
on peacebuilding and reconciliation in Bosnia-Herzegovina, providing a valuable 
insight into current activities.  16.01.2013

International Partner Organizations

News from international 

KOFF partner organisa-

tions.

Info Berghof Foundation
 � The Berghof Handbook for Conflict Transformation features a new article entitled 
“The Art of Seeing: Investigating and Transforming Conflicts with Interactive 
Theatre”. The author Hannah Reich demonstrates how interactive theatre can 
be a persuasive mean for overcoming difficulties in building relationships in 
conflict contexts. 

EPLO
 � The latest issue of the Conflict Prevention Newsletter from the European  
Peacebuilding Liaison Office (EPLO) analyses possible development frameworks 
to follow the Millennium Development Goals when they expire in 2015.

http://www.zarekom.org/In-The-News.en.html
http://www.yihr.org/en
http://www.hlc-rdc.org/?page_id=14406&lang=de
http://www.hlc-kosovo.org/
http://dwp-kosovo.info/en/
http://www.documenta.hr/en/home.html
http://crdp-ks.org/
http://www.mreza-mira.net/
http://www.berghof-handbook.net/
http://www.berghof-handbook.net/documents/publications/reich_handbook.pdf
http://www.berghof-handbook.net/documents/publications/reich_handbook.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/conflict-prevention-newsletter.html
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Events

This section gives pointers 

to selected events related 

to civilian peacebuilding.

Info
 � A swisspeace panel discussion will take place on 13 February from 12:00-14:00. 
The discussion will focus on the theme of reconciliation and dealing with the 
past in the Balkans following the acquittals of Gotovina and Haradinaj before 
the UN tribunal in The Hague. The event will be held in the Käfigturm in Bern. 
Registration (limited number of seats).

 � Peace Brigades International (PBI) Switzerland and Peace Watch Switzerland 
(PWS) are holding information sessions on working as voluntary human rights 
observer. These events will take place in Zurich on 9 February, in Bern on 16 
February and in Lausanne on 28 February. Further information.

 � Following the success of the KOFF training session on “Managing Programs 
in Fragile and Conflict-Affected Contexts” in November 2012, KOFF is running 
this training course for a second time from 13 to 15 March 2013 at aki in Bern. 
Further information.

 � Service Civil International (SCI) Switzerland is supporting various activities as part 
of the week-long campaign against racism from 20 to 26 March in the city of 
Bern. The events will include a performance by the Kosovan band Gipsy Groove, 
whose songs are based on themes of anti-racism and combatting discrimination 
against ethnic minorities. There will also be a reading about living together in a 
multicultural society, drawing examples from life in Kosovo. Further information.

 � The training programme 2013 of Steps for Peace offers training courses on 
different aspects of civilian peacebuilding including peace education or organi-
sational development in conflict contexts. All trainings will be held in English. 
Further information.

 � Caux-Initiatives of Change is organising a series of conferences in July and August 
2013 on various topics related to human security, such as good governance. 
Further information.

 � The Institute of Federalism is once again offering an internship programme for 
professionals in federalism. This programme is aimed at people from developing 
and emerging countries, giving them a chance to experience Swiss federalism at 
first hand during six weeks. The deadline for registrations is 28 February 2013. 
Contact.

http://www.swisspeace.ch/
mailto:sandra.rubli%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/ww/home/
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/activities/training-series/training-series-20122013/
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/activities/training-series/training-series-20122013/
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/index.php?id=119
http://www.scich.org/rubrique.php3?id_rubrique=101
http://www.steps-for-peace.org/en/
http://www.steps-for-peace.org/en/
http://www.caux.iofc.org/
http://www.unifr.ch/federalism/de/international_centre/continuing_education/internship
http://www.unifr.ch/federalism/de/international_centre/continuing_education/internship
mailto:internship%40unifr.ch?subject=
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