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Editorial
Since 2012 Mali has been embroiled in two parallel crises: while a military coup in March 2012 undermined 
the legitimacy of the country’s governmental institutions, the Tuareg rebellion and armed Jihadist groups in 
the north called its territorial integrity and national security into question.
The international community has been helping Mali in its struggle for security, political stability and peace 
since these crises emerged. Even after the recent successful presidential elections, there is still a long, hard 
road to follow towards peaceful coexistence. The political dialogue on resolving the conflicts is just getting 
started. This issue of the newsletter therefore presents a picture of the current situation in the Sahel state, 
with governmental and non-governmental organisations reporting on their peacebuilding efforts in Mali. 
These insights reveal the need for root causes to be addressed in order to resolve the crises in Mali on a 
sustainable basis.

Lukas Krienbuehl
Editor

Mali from a Women’s Perspective
The crisis in Mali has had a particular impact on the country’s female population. 
Women and their children make up the majority of the refugees and are often 
amongst the poorest. During the occupation of northern Mali by rebel groups and 
Islamists, sexual violence against women and girls increased and their freedom of 
movement was severely restricted. In spite of all the dangers, women played an 
instrumental role in sustaining everyday life and dealing with the violence prevalent 
at family and communal level during these troubled times. In the current transition 
period, however, this essential function fulfilled by Malian women has been over-
looked: there are hardly any female representatives in the various decision-making 
bodies. Women have to fight for a place at the negotiating table – and they are 
doing so, convinced that ensuring a peaceful future for Mali will not be possible 
without their involvement.

To give Malian campaigners for women’s rights a voice, the Centre for Peacebuilding 
(KOFF) of swisspeace, in collaboration with PeaceWomen Across the Globe and UN 
Women, invited three Malian activists to attend a series of events, offering them 
the opportunity to share their experiences, acquire knowledge and establish con-
tacts. One of those invited was Aicha Belco Maiga, the only woman elected to the 
local authority in Tessalit, who campaigns tirelessly to put an end to physical and 
sexual violence against women in the northern parts of the country, especially in the 
region around Kidal. The second guest, Saran Keïta Diakité, is a Malian lawyer and 
President of the Malian branch of the Network on Peace and Security for Women 
in the ECOWAS Region (NOPSWECO). She was also one of the few women who 
took part in the peace negotiations in Ouagadougou. Moreover, she is a member 
of the task force set up to develop a national action plan for implementing UN 
Security Council resolution 1325 and was involved in translating this resolution 
into five local languages to help make Malian women more aware of their rights. 
The third guest was Adama Moussa from UN Women. He coordinates projects to 

 � UN Women: Interview 

with Saran Keïta 

Diakité

 � KOFF

 � swisspeace: Gender

http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2012/5/q-a-with-saran-ke%C3%AFta-diakite-and-traore-oumou-toure-from-mali-on-their-participation-in-mali-s-peace/
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2012/5/q-a-with-saran-ke%C3%AFta-diakite-and-traore-oumou-toure-from-mali-on-their-participation-in-mali-s-peace/
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2012/5/q-a-with-saran-ke%C3%AFta-diakite-and-traore-oumou-toure-from-mali-on-their-participation-in-mali-s-peace/
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/topics/gender.html
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support women and girls affected by conflict and has helped make it possible for 
women to take part in various peace negotiations.

In a roundtable discussion organised by KOFF, the participants talked about the 
current situation in Mali from a gender perspective and touched upon various 
challenges involved in implementing the UN resolution 1325. A workshop was 
also held, which combined expertise from the fields of mediation, dealing with 
the past and elections with the knowledge of the Malian and other international 
experts on gender. It also offered an opportunity to identify starting points for 
further activities.  20.08.2013

Further information:  

KOFF 

Alexandra Pfefferle  

Barbara Brank

Survey Reveals that the Swiss People Highly Value their 
Country’s Peacebuilding Efforts
During its 25th anniversary year, the Swiss Peace Foundation commissioned a re-
presentative public opinion poll. The Lucerne-based market research and opinion 
polling institute AmPuls conducted the survey between 29 May and 14 June, ques-
tioning a total of 1000 persons from German- and French-speaking Switzerland.

The results are surprisingly unequivocal: over 90% of the people surveyed stated 
that they consider it important or even very important for Switzerland to be involved 
in peacebuilding efforts at international level. The degree of approval is extremely 
high across the political spectrum. The majority of those questioned consider civilian 
forms of peacebuilding to be of great importance, while most believe that it would 
be out of the question for Switzerland to be involved in peacekeeping on a purely 
military basis. The results also show that there is neither a split between urban 
and rural areas in the responses given nor any significant differences between 
the opinions expressed by men and women. Even the cultural divide between the 
German- and French-speaking parts of the country, known literally as the “Rösti 
ditch”, is only faintly evident in this representative opinion poll, which has stirred 
up a great deal of public interest. More detailed figures and charts are provided 
in the press release and the media presentation in German. 02.07.2013

Further information: 

swisspeace  

Lukas Krienbuehl

 � Survey: press release

 � Survey: media presenta-

tion in German

 � Article in the NZZ 

Online

 � More media  

contributions

Conflict Prevention and Mediation Support to the EU:  
Access to Expertise
Responding effectively to emerging or on-going crises requires identifying people 
with the right profile and expertise at the right time, and ensuring they can be 
deployed where they are needed most at short notice. This is a key challenge.

Given this challenge, swisspeace in a consortium with Berghof Foundation, ESSEC-
Irene and mediatEUr is embarking on a new project to provide conflict prevention 
and mediation support to the European External Action Service (EEAS) of the 
European Union and its partners.

Links

 � swisspeace

 � Berghof Foundation

 � ESSEC-Irene

 � mediatEUr

mailto:alexandra.pfefferle%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:barbara.brank%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:lukas.krienbuehl%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://www.swisspeace.ch/etc/media/media-releases.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/etc/Media/Media_Releases/Praesentation_Umfrage_Frieden_Medien.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/etc/Media/Media_Releases/Praesentation_Umfrage_Frieden_Medien.pdf
http://www.nzz.ch/aktuell/schweiz/schweizer-fuer-internationale-friedensfoerderung-1.18108856
http://www.nzz.ch/aktuell/schweiz/schweizer-fuer-internationale-friedensfoerderung-1.18108856
http://www.swisspeace.ch/etc/media/media-contributions.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/
http://www.berghof-foundation.org/
http://irene.essec.edu/
http://www.mediationnet.eu/
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The objective of this 12-month project is to provide high-quality, timely and tailored 
external expertise and technical assistance in the areas of conflict prevention, peace 
mediation and dialogue support to the EEAS’ Conflict Prevention, Peacebuilding 
and Mediation Instruments Division. This will be done through a network of proven 
and trusted experts.

The goal of the project is threefold: first, it will support the EEAS in responding to 
real-time conflict prevention and mediation needs, challenges and opportunities 
by providing technical expertise and advice across a range of topics. Second, it 
will build the capacity of individual EEAS personnel and teams as well as part-
ners through the design and delivery of tailored coachings, trainings and related 
materials on different topics regarding conflict prevention, peace mediation and 
dialogue. Third, the project will gather, synthesise and disseminate knowledge on 
conflict prevention, peace mediation and dialogue, which is tailored to the EEAS’ 
specific needs including through the publication of good practice, conflict analyses 
and lessons learnt.  19.08.2013

Further information  

on the project:  

swisspeace  

Matthias Siegfried

about the consortium: 

mediatEUr  

Nuno Costa

 � EEAS: conflict 

prevention and 

peace mediation

swisspeace Academy Opens in Basel
The “swisspeace Academy” is due to open in Basel on 10 September 2013. By 
taking over what was formerly the World Peace Academy, swisspeace is under-
lining its intention to expand its activities relating to international further academic 
education in Basel. While Geneva and Zurich focus on the fields of humanitarian 
and development policy and on security policy respectively, the emphasis here lies 
on the topic of civilian peacebuilding. The Swiss Peace Foundation swisspeace, 
which is based in Bern, has been an associated Institute of the University of Basel 
since 2010. For the last two years it has been offering the Certificate of Advan-
ced Studies (CAS) in Civilian Peacebuilding in collaboration with the university’s 
Advanced Study Center. This offer should be supplement with innovative training 
course formats aimed particularly at foreign actors working in peacebuilding. The 
“academy” model is also being adopted with the aim of spreading the topic of 
peacebuilding in society through talks, workshops and discussions. Switzerland’s 
OSCE chairmanship in 2014 and the Ministerial Council conference of the member 
states set to take place in Basel offer a good starting point for this endeavour.  
 14.08.2013

Further information:  

swisspeace  

Laurent Goetschel

Links KOFF Training Series 2013/14
Following the success of the Training Series 2012/13, the Centre for Peacebuilding 
(KOFF) of swisspeace is once again offering four practical training courses on topics 
relating to civilian peacebuilding in its Training Series for 2013/14. These training 
courses provide governmental and non-governmental peacebuilding actors with a 
unique platform for mutual learning, dialogue and networking. Registrations must 
be submitted at least three weeks before the course in question is due to start. All 
training courses are carried out in English and held in Bern.

 � KOFF Training Series 

2013/14

 � Flyer in English

 � Online registration

mailto:matthias.siegfried%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:nuno.costa%40themediateur.eu?subject=
http://eeas.europa.eu/cfsp/conflict_prevention/
http://eeas.europa.eu/cfsp/conflict_prevention/
http://eeas.europa.eu/cfsp/conflict_prevention/
mailto:laurent.goetschel%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/activities/training-series/
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/activities/training-series/
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/koff/Documents/KOFF_Training_Series_2013-14_Flyer.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/index.php?id=1241
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Preventing Natural Resource Conflicts, 6 to 8 November 2013

Access to as well as the distribution and management of natural resources such 
as land often give rise to conflicts. At the same time, responsible management of 
natural resources can play a beneficial role in peacebuilding and reconstruction. Oli 
Brown, consultant for the United Nations Environment Programme, will demonst-
rate these complex relationships and introduce participants to a range of tools to 
improve their understanding of the risks and opportunities involved in managing 
natural resources in fragile contexts.

Managing Programmes in Fragile and Conflict-Affected Situations,  
27 to 29 November 2013

Managing programmes and projects in fragile and conflict-affected contexts poses 
specific challenges for organisations involved in humanitarian aid, development, 
peacebuilding and security. How can external interventions be planned and carried 
out in a way that has a positive impact on the conflict situation and avoids any 
unwanted side effects? The trainers from swisspeace discuss possible answers to 
this question in a three-day KOFF training course.

Connecting Human Rights and Conflict Transformation – from Concepts 
to Practice, 29 to 31 January 2014

Practitioners involved in human rights and conflict transformation are working 
towards a common goal: lasting peace and sustainable development. Yet, despite 
wide recognition of the close links between human rights, conflict, peace and 
development, these two fields are often treated separately. In the third KOFF 
training course, the internationally renowned trainer Michelle Parlevliet aims to 
bridge this divide and looks into opportunities for linking human rights and conflict 
transformation concepts in practice.

Analysing Conflicts – from Theory to Practice, 26 to 28 March 2014

When it comes to working in a conflict zone, it is important for humanitarian, 
development and peacebuilding organisations to understand the dynamics of the 
conflict situation. How are conflicts defined? What are the root causes, drivers, 
actors and dynamics that characterise them? The trainers from swisspeace offer 
an overview of the latest conflict analysis tools and demonstrate how to decide 
on the right methods to be used to meet specific programme requirements. 
 10.08.2013

Further information:  

KOFF Franziska Sigrist

A New Director for KOFF
The Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF) is returning from the summer break with 
fresh impetus. However, some significant changes are taking place too: the project 
director Ursula Keller left KOFF at the end of August to take up a position as Gender 
Focal Point at the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation. Succeeding her 
is Sidonia Gabriel, who worked on peacebuilding projects in Liberia and has been 
responsible for conflict sensitivity at the KOFF for the past three years. Sidonia is 
well-qualified for this new role and is familiar with KOFF’s member organisations 
from her previous work. We are confident that under her leadership KOFF will 
continue to progress. 25.08.2013

 � KOFF

mailto:training%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/
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Focus 
The Situation in Mali after the Elections
Ever since the coup d’état in March 2012, Mali has been embroiled in a 
crisis marked by this political upheaval, as well as by the National Mo-
vement for the Liberation of Azawad’s (MNLA) challenge to the country’s 
territorial integrity and the rise of Jihadist groups in the north. Not only 
did these events take the Malian people by surprise, they also prompted 
the reaction of the international community. This focus article describes the 
current situation in Mali following the presidential election and highlights 
the challenges lying ahead.

The main objective of the French military intervention in Mali in January 2013 
was to drive out Jihadist groups, but this military presence is now gradually being 
superseded by the United Nations’ Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization 
Mission in Mali (MINUSMA). The recent successful presidential elections, which 
were held on 29 July with the run-off on 11 August, are a sign of further progress 
in the country’s political transition towards normalisation.

The Election

The various international and national observers monitoring the election process 
have described it as credible and transparent. With a historically high turnout of 
just under 50%, the vote was won by former Prime Minister and President of the 
National Assembly of Mali Ibrahim Boubacar Keïta, who was running for president 
for the third time. A gender-specific aggregation of voter data will be possible for 
the first time in Mali: estimates indicate a strong participation of women. This 
suggests that the Malian people are keen to conclude the so-called pre-transition 
phase and tackle the impending challenges in a democratic setting. However, it is 
impossible to draw any conclusions as to the quality of the election based on the 
high voter turnout alone.

In the run-up to the election, the political conditions and the technical readiness of 
the electoral authorities were called into question by various actors. From a political 
perspective, it was important to ensure that people living in the northern part of 
the country would be able to fully participate in the polling process, as this would 
send out a signal that Mali is a united country. A preliminary peace agreement was 
concluded between the central government and Tuareg rebel groups just a few 
weeks before the election date, making it possible for voting to be carried out in 
the previously occupied province of Kidal.

The technical challenges primarily arose from the introduction of a new biometric 
voter registration system and the need to send out new voter cards in good time, 
which proved particularly problematic amongst refugees and in the diaspora. In 
Burkina Faso, Mauritania and Niger, only few Malian refugees cast their vote. In 
France and the Ivory Coast, too, relatively few voters were allowed to take part in 
the election. Flaws in the electoral rolls also meant that in several places where 
there are hundreds of potential voters, only one person was registered to vote. More 
than 300,000 people born in 1994, for example, were not included in the electoral 
lists despite being of voting age. However, this has less to do with shortfalls in the 

 � swisspeace

 � swisspeace activities 

in West Africa

 � MINUSMA

 � Preliminary report by 

the EU Election obser-

vation Mmission

 � Report by the Interna-

tional Crisis Group

http://swisspeace.ch/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/countries/west-africa.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/countries/west-africa.html
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/minusma/
http://www.eueom.eu/files/pressreleases/english/mali-declaration-preliminaire-2-moe-ue-mali-2013_fr.pdf
http://www.eueom.eu/files/pressreleases/english/mali-declaration-preliminaire-2-moe-ue-mali-2013_fr.pdf
http://www.eueom.eu/files/pressreleases/english/mali-declaration-preliminaire-2-moe-ue-mali-2013_fr.pdf
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electoral preparations and more to do with errors in the census carried out between 
2009 and 2011. In spite of these shortcomings, at the start of 2013 all political actors 
agreed to use this census as the basis for the new electoral register. It takes time 
to resolve these kinds of structural problems, and it would not have been realistic 
to do so even if the election would have been delayed by a few months, as urged 
by the International Crisis Group. In light of Mali’s dual institutional and security 
crises and the relatively short preparation time available, the election – although 
not an entirely smooth process – can be deemed a success in both political and 
technical terms because it has fulfilled its legitimising function.

Remaining Challenges

The success of the election is hugely significant for Mali at this time. Yet, the 
Malian people and the new president will still have plenty of challenges to face: 
the imminent peace negotiations with armed groups in the north will be funda-
mental for ensuring national cohesion. The institutional and the security crises of 
2012 also reveal a deeper national instability that goes far beyond the conflict 
between north and south. The people of Mali no longer seem willing to accept the 
substantial social inequalities within and between the various population groups 
and between men and women, nor the weak political institutions, the persistently 
difficult economic situation and the widespread corruption amongst the political 
class. The country’s transformation, which is only just beginning, therefore requires 
sincere commitment not only from the political elite in Bamako and the leaders of 
the various regions, but also from civil society and the population as a whole. As far 
as the government is concerned, sustainable and socially responsible management 
of natural resources and the way in which the geostrategic interests of external 
actors, states and private companies are dealt with will be crucial.

The international community will be keeping a close eye on this transformation 
process. Given the complexities of the situation in Mali, it needs to take a differen-
tiated approach to dealing with the priorities of men and women in the different 
geographical regions and plan a geographically balanced engagement in the 
north and south of the country. National reconciliation and transitional justice 
are amongst the issues which need to be addressed, but the ways and means 
of doing so must be agreed in close cooperation with the local population. It is 
not just a question of identifying the problems; it is also a matter of making use 
of the available resources, especially Mali’s rich social and cultural traditions as 
well as its economic opportunities. It is particularly important to take the regional 
dimension into account, as this comprises both risks and potential for the trans-
formation process.

In Mali, as in any other context, it is important to remember that there is no 
easy formula for successfully supporting political and social change. Along with 
a generous timeframe, listening actively and providing guidance and support at 
the right time are probably the most important requirements for any meaningful 
engagement.  20.08.2013

Further information: 

swisspeace 

Sidonia Gabriel 

Stephan Ziegler

mailto:sidonia.gabriel%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:stephan.ziegler%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
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News from Swiss NGOs

Links A Radio Studio for Promoting Peace and Dialogue in Mali
Studio Tamani has been producing news bulletins and radio programmes since 19 
August with the aim of reinforcing the peace and reconciliation process in Mali. 
The broadcasts are transmitted from 24 radio stations across the country, and more 
than 60 local community stations will be including Studio Tamani productions in 
their schedules by the end of the year.

The studio, which is based in the media centre in Bamako, is a joint project run by 
the Malian Union des radios et télévisions libres (URTEL) and Fondation Hirondelle, 
which has set up radio stations in various countries with the aim of promoting 
peace. The Studio Tamani project in Mali is funded by the European Union and 
forms part of a wider programme established by the NGO Interpeace.

Thanks to their expertise and professionalism, the 15 Malian staff working on the 
project are able to offer listeners objective, independent and useful information. The 
programmes are produced in French and four local languages, each broadcasted 
over a two-hour period every day. The aim of these programmes is to encourage 
dialogue between different communities, reinforce the democratic process in Mali 
and help the Malian population gain a better understanding of the political pro-
cesses. For Fondation Hirondelle, the project also offers an opportunity to further 
develop the capacities of the Malian partner stations.  20.08.2013

 � Fondation Hirondelle

 � Studio Tamani

Further information: 

Studio Tamani 

Daniele Piazza 

Fondation Hirondelle 

Nicolas Boissez

Links Evaluation of mission 21’s Inter-Religious Peace  
Programme in Indonesia
mission 21’s programme on “Inter-religious Cooperation for Peace and 
Justice”, which is being implemented in Indonesia, underwent an external eva-
luation in 2012. The evaluation team was made up of three female and male 
Indonesian experts – two Muslims and one Christian. The Centre for Peacebuilding 
(KOFF) of swisspeace provided support for mission 21 in drawing up the terms of 
reference for the programme evaluation. The first task of this strategic review was 
to examine the relevance of the individual projects with regard to the context and 
current conflicts. Secondly, the evaluators assessed the impact of the projects in 
relation to the programme’s overall objective. This implied specifically investigating 
changes in the behaviour of the target groups.

At local level, there are significant differences in relations between religious 
communities and in the way in which religious minorities are treated. The group 
which has suffered most from discrimination and violence is the Ahmadiyah Islamic 
community. Attempts to obtain permission to build or run churches have also caused 
conflicts for Indonesia’s Christian minority, particularly in Java and sometimes in 
South Sulawesi. In some places radical Muslim forces have even forced churches 
to close. Elsewhere, mediators or the authorities have taken prompt action and 
managed to defuse conflicts. Radicalism occurs on both the Muslim and Christian 
sides, which often makes it difficult to establish a dialogue even within the religious 
communities.

 � mission 21

 � Inter-Religious Coope-

ration for Peace and 

Justice

http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.hirondelle.org/page-accueil/studio-tamani-in-mali/?lang=en
mailto:daniele.piazza%40studiotamani.org?subject=
mailto:nicolas.boissez%40hirondelle.org?subject=
http://www.mission-21.org/
http://www.mission-21.org/en/partners-and-projects/projects/asia/indonesia/project/160/?tx_hfprojektdb_pi1%5Bbackpid%5D=1007
http://www.mission-21.org/en/partners-and-projects/projects/asia/indonesia/project/160/?tx_hfprojektdb_pi1%5Bbackpid%5D=1007
http://www.mission-21.org/en/partners-and-projects/projects/asia/indonesia/project/160/?tx_hfprojektdb_pi1%5Bbackpid%5D=1007


KOFF Newsletter No. 120 9

Links

The evaluation has demonstrated that while the individual projects are relevant 
and fit the context, a stronger focus on achieving the objective of the programme 
would be advisable. The next step planned is therefore to develop the programme’s 
successful cooperation with its two Islamic partner organisations and the Pasundan 
Christian Church, which is based in the predominantly Muslim province of West 
Java. These organisations reach out to youths and young adults, unite people across 
a broad religious spectrum, encourage interfaith cooperation at grassroots level 
and have a good visibility in the public sphere.

With active inter-religious networks having already been established as a result 
of academic and inter-institutional dialogue, the seminar on Islam at the Christian 
University in Yogyakarta is being dropped from this programme. Nevertheless, 
national and cross-regional inter-religious networks will continue to be cultivated 
and expanded by further developing the capacities of the partner organisations 
involved. The intention is also to draw on the support of the inter-religious working 
group which has been formed in Indonesia to continue facilitating the transfer 
of knowledge and exchange of experiences between the partner organisations. 
 03.07.2013

Further information:  

mission 21  

Katharina Gfeller

News from Swiss Government Agencies

The Involvement of the HSD in Mali
The Human Security Division (HSD) of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign 
Affairs is involved in efforts to create stability in Western and Central Africa, a 
region which has been hit by recurrent violent conflicts. In 2009 the HSD launched 
a peace policy programme in Mali, where Swiss development cooperation activi-
ties have been underway for over 30 years. The Division’s current engagement in 
this country is aimed at supporting the peace process – particularly the political 
dialogue as well as conflict prevention and resolution – by providing expertise and 
funding for projects run by local partner organisations working towards sustainable 
conflict resolution.

On 18 June 2013, one and a half years after the crisis broke out in Mali, the con-
flicting parties signed the “Preliminary agreement for presidential elections and 
inclusive peace negotiations in Mali” in Ouagadougou. By virtue of its long-term 
commitment in the region and its good network, Switzerland was also invited 
to participate in the facilitation process. Alongside the international community, 
it assisted the mediation efforts led by Burkina Faso on behalf of the Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the United Nations. The written 
agreement that resulted from these talks prompted a ceasefire and paved the 
way for presidential elections to be held across Mali. Switzerland is also part of 
the International Follow-up and Evaluation Committee under the aegis of the UN, 
which is tasked to launch the inclusive discussions on the fundamental issues and 
causes of the crisis once the presidential elections are over.

At project level, the HSD has been committed to ensuring peaceful elections 
through the technical and financial support for the Electoral Institute for Sustainable  
Democracy in Africa (EISA). This project has been designed to encourage exchanges 
between political parties and the authorities responsible for the elections and to 

 � Human Security 

Division

 � Preliminary agreement 

for presidential elec-

tions and inclusive 

peace negotiations 

in Mali

 � EISA

 � School of Peacekeeping 

in Bamako

mailto:katharina.gfeller%40mission-21.org?subject=
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
http://www.admin.ch/aktuell/00089/index.html?lang=en&msg-id=49342
http://www.admin.ch/aktuell/00089/index.html?lang=en&msg-id=49342
http://www.admin.ch/aktuell/00089/index.html?lang=en&msg-id=49342
http://www.admin.ch/aktuell/00089/index.html?lang=en&msg-id=49342
http://www.admin.ch/aktuell/00089/index.html?lang=en&msg-id=49342
http://www.eisa.org.za/
http://www.empbamako.org/
http://www.empbamako.org/
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reduce the risk of electoral tensions. These efforts have reinforced the transparency 
and participatory nature of the election process. The HSD is also lending its support 
to the School of Peacekeeping in Bamako, particularly regarding the development 
of its civilian component. Furthermore, the Division is contributing CHF 1 million 
towards the deployment of human rights observers from the African Union in 
northern Mali.  20.08.2013

Further information:  

Human Security Division 

Geneviève Swedor 

Vincent Conus

Publications

Analyses of the Situation in Mali
The International Crisis Group report “Mali: Security, Dialogue and Meaningful 
Reform” picks up on the developments before the elections in Mali and analyses 
in particular the role played by French military intervention and the recapture of 
the northern part of the country. As well as offering in-depth explanations of the 
political situation before and after the military intervention, the report suggests 
that focusing exclusively on counterterrorism will not provide a long-term solution 
to the conflict in Mali. The key to resolving the conflict lies in tackling deep-rooted 
underlying problems, particularly in the north of the country. The origins of this 
conflict have far more to do with corruption and poor governance than with the 
threat of terrorism or the “Tuareg problem”. All actors concerned therefore need to 
work together to find a solution and the international community must encourage 
dialogue between the parties involved.

In their article entitled “Mali: Beyond Counterterrorism”, Wolfram Lacher and Denis 
M. Tull shed light on the growing risks associated with international intervention 
in Mali. The complex dynamics of the conflict in northern Mali have been drama-
tically transformed by France’s military presence and are threatening to aggravate 
the conflicts between ethnic tribal groups. The international military forces are no 
longer simply dealing with extremist Jihadists; they have become embroiled in 
conflicts that have long been smouldering in the north. French troops may have 
managed to significantly weaken the militarised groups, but the transfer of military 
control to Malian and West African forces as part of the African-led International 
Support Mission in Mali (AFISMA) proved difficult, according to Lacher and Tull. 
The contingents from individual countries are small and often lack experience, 
while various reservations have prompted key neighbouring states such as Algeria 
to refuse to participate in the international mission. Like the International Crisis 
Group report, this article argues that long-term stability can only be brought about 
by a political solution. The international community therefore needs to focus on 
political processes in Bamako and improve the coordination of its numerous enga-
gements in the region to prevent them from becoming a hindrance to one another. 
 08.08.2013

 � International Crisis 

Group, 2013. Mali: 

Security, Dialogue and 

Meaningful Reform. 

Africa Report N°201, 

11 April

 � W. Lacher & D. Tull, 

2013. Mali: Beyond 

Counterterrorism. SWP 

Comments 7, February

mailto:genevi%C3%A8ve.swedor%40eda.admin.ch?subject=
mailto:vincent.conus%40eda.admin.ch?subject=
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/africa/west-africa/mali/201-mali-securiser-dialoguer-et-reformer-en-profondeur-english.pdf
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/africa/west-africa/mali/201-mali-securiser-dialoguer-et-reformer-en-profondeur-english.pdf
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/africa/west-africa/mali/201-mali-securiser-dialoguer-et-reformer-en-profondeur-english.pdf
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/africa/west-africa/mali/201-mali-securiser-dialoguer-et-reformer-en-profondeur-english.pdf
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/africa/west-africa/mali/201-mali-securiser-dialoguer-et-reformer-en-profondeur-english.pdf
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/africa/west-africa/mali/201-mali-securiser-dialoguer-et-reformer-en-profondeur-english.pdf
http://www.swp-berlin.org/fileadmin/contents/products/comments/2013C07_lac_tll.pdf
http://www.swp-berlin.org/fileadmin/contents/products/comments/2013C07_lac_tll.pdf
http://www.swp-berlin.org/fileadmin/contents/products/comments/2013C07_lac_tll.pdf
http://www.swp-berlin.org/fileadmin/contents/products/comments/2013C07_lac_tll.pdf
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Info

Web Tip
Women, Peace and Security Handbook Available as an App
With the support of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) and 
the Department of Foreign Affairs for the Principality of Liechtenstein, the Women’s 
International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) has developed an application 
for smartphones to mark the 10th anniversary of UN Security Council resolution 
1325. The app is based on the “Women, Peace and Security Handbook” published 
by the WILPF and shows the progress made in implementing the UN agenda on 
women, peace and security over the last decade. It also highlights areas where 
improvements are still needed.

The handbook is designed to serve as a practical tool for reviewing and implemen-
ting the agenda on women, peace and security in the geographical and topical 
considerations of the UN Security Council. As well as presenting the relevant UN 
resolutions in full text form, the application explores a range of topic areas orga-
nised over 13 chapters. Each section offers an overview of the statements made 
by the United Nations, picks out the relevant paragraphs from the resolutions, and 
presents best cases and recommendations for further negotiations regarding those 
issues. The app also features “Monthly Action Points” aimed at the UN Security 
Council on how obligations towards women and girls can be fulfilled in conflict 
areas.  12.08.2013

 � Download app

International Partner Organisations

News from ten  

international KOFF  

partner organisations.

Info FriEnt
 � The latest edition of the FriEnt-Impulse newsletter focuses particularly on Turkey 
as a new agent for peace in Africa. In the last few years, Turkey has emerged as 
an active player in peacebuilding with a growing influence on the international 
agenda. The Impulse article examines the approaches and strategies adopted by 
Turkey with the aim of helping to prevent crises and promote peace.

 � This summer FriEnt organised a roundtable discussion reflecting on the situation 
in Mali. The core question was about how the international community can adapt 
its peacebuilding engagement to the complex and dynamic context of Mali.

International Alert
 � International Alert has launched a new app designed as a warning tool for 
businesses in order to prevent them from becoming embroiled in human rights 
infringements in high-risk areas. The application is based on the “red flags” war-
ning system, highlighting nine types of activities which entail heightened legal 
risks for companies, such as expulsion of people or forced labour. It is available 
for download free of charge.

 � International Alert has also produced a short position paper examining what 
kind of peacebuilding strategy could be applied to Mali. 

 � Berghof Foundation

 � CDA Collaborative 
Learning Projects

 � Conciliation 
Resources

 � EPLO

 � forumZFD

 � FriEnt

 � GIZ

 � GPPAC Foundation

 � International Alert

 � Plattform Zivile 
Konfliktbearbeitung

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/women-peace-security-handbook/id413161500?mt=8#
http://www.frient.de/nc/publikationen-service/dokumente/library/frient-impulse-07-082013.html
http://www.frient.de/publikationen-service/news-details/article/friedensfoerderung-in-mali.html
http://www.international-alert.org/news/red-flags-companies
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/red-flags-liability-risks/id675208901?mt=8
http://www.international-alert.org/resources/publications/crisis-mali
http://www.berghof-foundation.org
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.forumzfd.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.giz.de/
http://www.gppac.net/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
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Conciliation Resources
 � Kristian Herbolzheimer and Emma Leslie have written a new paper on the con-
tribution made by the International Contact Group (ICG) in the peace process 
in Mindanao. The ICG, which was established in 2009 by the government of the 
Philippines and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front, comprises representatives 
from the governments of the United Kingdom, Japan, Turkey and Saudi Arabia 
as well as four non-governmental organisations: Conciliation Resources, Mu-
hammadiyah, The Asia Foundation and the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue. 
The paper demonstrates the role which hybrid mechanisms of this kind can play 
in peace negotiations.

Events

This section gives pointers 

to selected events related 

to civilian peacebuilding.

Info
 � On 10 September, swisspeace will hold its anniversary conference entitled 
“Welcher Friede ist gerecht?” in the main auditorium at the University of Basel. To 
mark its 25th anniversary, the Swiss Peace Foundation has invited two renowned 
personalities to take part in the discussion: Francis Cheneval, Professor of Political 
Philosophy at the University of Zurich, and Jakob Kellenberger, who will be taking 
up his new post as President of swisspeace on that very day. They will talk about 
the challenges that arise from combining peace and justice. The discussion will be 
led by Barbara Bleisch, presenter of the SRF television programme “Sternstunde 
Philosophie”. Detailed programme and registration by 3 September.

 � On Tuesday 3 September, the Swiss Section of Amnesty International will be 
screening the film “No Fire Zone: The Killing Fields of Sri Lanka” at 7.30 pm in the 
cinema Cinématte in Bern. This will be the first time the film is shown in German-
speaking Switzerland. It will be introduced by renowned war correspondent and 
documentary film maker Callum Macrae. Further information.

 � On the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), the Office is having an open day 
at Palais Wilson in Geneva on 14 September. In collaboration with the Swiss 
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, various activities and presentations are 
taking place with the aim to present the work of the OHCHR to a wider public. 
Further information.

 � From 25 to 26 September, Coordination SUD will be running an advanced training 
course in Paris on conflict sensitivity and the “do no harm” approach. The course 
will be conducted in French. Further information.

 � The Human Security Division of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
is dedicating its 2013 annual conference to the topic of protecting civilians in 
armed conflicts. On Thursday 17 October, personalities, experts and affected 
persons from Switzerland and abroad will gather at the Kursaal in Bern to discuss 
challenges and solutions. Everyone is welcome to take part in this conference. 
Programme and registration.

http://www.c-r.org/resources/practice-paper-innovation-mediation-international-contact-group-mindanao
http://www.swisspeace.ch/activities/events/annual-conferences/annual-conference-2013.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Activities/Events/Jubilaeumskonferenz_Flyer.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/activities/events/annual-conferences/annual-conference-2013/registration.html
http://www.amnesty.ch
http://www.amnesty.ch/de/aktuell/veranstaltungen/mittelland-und-wallis
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/OHCHR20/Pages/Events.aspx
http://www.coordinationsud.org/formation/approches-do-no-harm-et-sensibilite-aux-conflits/
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/recent/actual/event.html.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/dfa/orgcha/pa_iv.Par.0036.File.tmp/EDA%20JaKo%202013%20Voravis%20V.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/orform.html
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 � As part of the “High Tech – No Rights?” campaign, the Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund 
and Bread for All are organising a symposium about the computer manufacturing 
industry, which will be held at the Hotel Kreuz in Bern on 24 October. The event 
will focus particularly on the extraction of raw materials, the responsibility of the 
electrical industry and the traceability of the raw materials used. The symposium 
will also examine the role played by Switzerland and the topic of sustainable 
consumption. Programme and registration.

 � From 2 to 6 December, Steps for Peace will be running a training course in Berlin 
entitled “Training of Trainers in Peacebuilding - Training expertise for culturally 
adapted and sustainable learning processes in crisis regions”. The course will 
be conducted in English. Further information and registration. 

http://www.koff.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:lukas.krienbuehl@swisspeace.ch
mailto:damian.kessi@swisspeace.ch
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mailto:liliana.rossier@swisspeace.ch
http://www.koff.ch
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/info/newsletter/
http://www.eda.admin.ch
http://www.alliancesud.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/
http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.caux.ch/de/home
http://www.cfd-ch.org/e/index.php
http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.graines-de-paix.org/en/graines_de_paix_bienvenue
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http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.medienhilfe.ch
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http://www.peacewatch.ch
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http://www.afsc.org/quno.htm
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