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This year, for the second time since 1996, Switzerland has taken up the chairmanship of the Organization for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE). The organisation, which has over fifty member states, is characterised by three core 
areas known as “dimensions”: the politico-military dimension, the economic and environmental dimension and the human 
dimension. It was established in 1975 based on a vision of promoting east-west dialogue on these three areas. However, 
since the fall of the Berlin Wall and the breakup of the Soviet Union, the OSCE seems to have paled into insignificance 
compared to the European Union or NATO. What challenges does the organisation face and what role is it able to play in 
the ongoing developments in and around Ukraine? What goals is Switzerland aiming to achieve during its chairmanship? 
What functions can civil society organisations fulfil and how are they getting involved in the activities of the OSCE? These 
are the questions explored in this newsletter.
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forward to enjoying this adventure with you and would like to thank you in advance for your comments and suggestions.
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FOCUS

Are the Tools Developed in the Formative 
Years of Today’s OSCE Still Valid?

With the signing of the Helsinki Final Act (1975) and the development of the idea of comprehensive security, there is no 
doubt that the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE) played an instrumental role in creating a better 
understanding between states and overcoming the Cold War. However, since the fall of the Berlin Wall, the countries to the 
east and west of the River Oder have been dealing directly with one another again, with no need for any intermediary plat-
forms between them. Does this mean that the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) has become 
superfluous to requirements? Or does the crisis in the Crimea show that there is a greater need than ever for a safety net 
of informal contacts and mechanisms for building confidence, like those that today’s OSCE has been developing right 
from the start?

Switzerland has been actively involved in the quest for collective stability and 
security since the emergence of the CSCE in the early 1970s and has remained so 
to this day, even after the CSCE was replaced by the OSCE in the 1990s. Through-
out its commitment, Switzerland has attracted attention with, for example, origi-
nal initiatives relating to procedural issues. During the preparatory talks (1972/73) 
ahead of the foundation of the CSCE, for instance, Samuel Campiche, the Swiss 
Ambassador in Helsinki, suggested dividing the topics covered by the collective 
security conference according to their characteristics. This segmentation into dif-
ferent topic areas was subsequently incorporated into the “Blue Book” of recom-
mendations for the Helsinki conference in 1973: “basket I” referred to issues of 
politico-military security, while “basket II” concerned cooperation in the fields of 
economics, science, technology and the environment, and “basket III” dealt with 
cooperation in humanitarian and other matters. 

 During the second phase of the CSCE and the relocation of the negotiations 
to Geneva (1973-75), Switzerland – as a neutral and non-aligned state (N+N) – 
acted as a coordinator for the human dimension and was involved in establishing 
a mechanism of confidence-building measures. It also contributed towards the 
creation of an arbitration procedure designed to resolve disputes in a peaceful 
way.

Changes and continuity

Nowadays, the topic-specific baskets of the “Blue Book” are generally referred to 
as “dimensions”. The OSCE has freed itself from the constraints of these former 
categories to the extent that it now takes an interdisciplinary approach to tackling 
the various realities of conflicts. Moreover, it can no longer afford to deal with the 
entire topical spectrum covered by baskets II and III: industrial cooperation, science 
and technology and the development of tourism are no longer key priorities. The 
same applies to the reunification of families, international cooperation on educa-
tion and cultural exchange. The one notable exception is the politico-military  
dimension (formerly basket I), which has largely retained its integrity since the 
early days of the organisation and has remained at the heart of the OSCE’s concept 
of comprehensive security. First of all, it contains the ten principles that guide 
relations between the participating states and are still as relevant today as they 
were when the Helsinki Final Act was signed almost 40 years ago. Secondly, it 
includes the basic principle of the peaceful settlement of disputes and, thirdly, it 
covers measures for building confidence and security.

 From today’s perspective, the format of N+N states is hardly needed any-
more. The role of the neutral and non-aligned states as an independent group lost 
its validity with the dissolution of the bipolar world order. The western neutral 
states (Sweden, Austria, Switzerland, Finland and Ireland) now form part of the 
Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council (EAPC) as the “WEP 5 Group”. This group is only 
occasionally involved in the OSCE, for example when representing politico-mili-
tary positions. Nevertheless, current developments show the need for impartial 
“bridge builders” taking on a mediating role between conflicting parties.

http://www.osce.org/
http://www.osce.org/node/108320
http://www.osce.org/node/108320
http://www.swisspeace.ch/projects/osce-chairmanship.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/projects/osce-chairmanship.html
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KOFF - SWISSPEACE

Further information

 
Cécile Druey 
Adrienne Schnyder

 Nowadays, the original concept behind the dispute settlement project is 
reflected at institutional level in the OSCE’s Geneva-based Court of Conciliation 
and Arbitration and at legal level in the Convention on Conciliation and Arbitration. 
The weak points in this regime are of a temporal and legal nature. Firstly, almost 
fifteen years passed between the Meeting of Experts in Montreux in 1978 – a high 
point in Switzerland’s commitment to the peaceful settlement of disputes – and 
the establishment of the Court of Conciliation and Arbitration at a special meeting 
in Geneva in 1992. Secondly, some key states are not parties to the agreement: the 
USA has not signed the Convention and while the Russian Federation did sign it in 
1992, it has not ratified it. In the quest for collective security, the OSCE dispute 
settlement procedure is innovative insofar as it combines political settlement 
with a legally binding arbitral award. However, the lack of ratification from some 
OSCE states significantly limits the extent to which the procedure can be applied. 
Nevertheless, 20 years after ratifying the Convention, Switzerland continues to 
support the settlement of disputes that does not conflict with the principle of 
neutrality. In view of the lack of acceptance from other quarters, however, it now 
tends to favour the use of other tools in the context of the OSCE, such as mediation. 
In its capacity as Chair of the OSCE, for instance, it instigated the creation of a 
contact group during the Crimea crisis and commissioned a special envoy.

 The participation of the then President of the Swiss Confederation and Foreign 
Minister Pierre Graber in the formal signing of the Final Act in Helsinki on 1 August 
1975, Switzerland’s National Day, is an impressive testament to Switzerland’s 
active involvement in the early days of the CSCE. In light of current developments, 
where is the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office, Swiss President and Foreign Minister 
Didier Burkhalter likely to be on 1 August 2014?

Ukraine in 2014 – A Society Caught 
between Power and Powerlessness

In world politics, all eyes are currently fixed on Ukraine. With Viktor Yanukovych’s 
regime calling a halt to the country’s move towards European integration, months 
of protests and the repression of these demonstrations in Kiev, the controversial 
Crimean secession and signs of territorial fragmentation in the east of the coun-
try, Ukraine is facing enormous challenges. swisspeace devoted a series of events 
held in Basel and Bern on 8 and 9 April 2014 to the current crisis in Ukraine. The 
aim of this series was to break down the geostrategic confrontation between 
east and west, which is how the conflict tends to be perceived, to the level of 
those most involved and most affected: Ukraine’s civilian population. The keynote 
speaker at the events was heavily involved in the protests on Kiev’s Independence 
Square. He and an expert invited over from Moscow agreed that the protests in 
Ukraine have socioeconomic rather than ethnic roots and are primarily directed 
against a regime seen as corrupt and incompetent. On the issue of the country’s 
future form of government, however, their opinions differed: while the Ukrainian 
speaker alluded to the potential offered by the grassroots democratic movement, 
his counterpart from Moscow expressed fears of total national bankruptcy and 
territorial disintegration.

 In view of the latest developments, both scenarios arguably contain an ele-
ment of truth. One thing remains certain, however: both Russian and Ukrainian 
government representatives, as well as representatives of western governments, 
must take the Ukrainian people seriously as actors, along with all their linguistic 

http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/45936769
http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/45936769
mailto:cecile.druey%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:adschnyder%40bluewin.ch?subject=
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Links

Gender Section of the OSCE

MenEngage project

majorities and minorities. Otherwise there is a considerable risk that the civilian 
population will be played back and forth between the geopolitical fronts like a ball 
and the fact that local conflicts first and foremost require local solutions will be 
forgotten.

Further information

swisspeace 
Cécile Druey

The Role of swisspeace During Switzerland’s 
Chairmanship of the OSCE in 2014

swisspeace is lending its support to the Swiss OSCE chairmanship in 2014 in mat-
ters relating to civil society. It is also providing assistance with projects run by 
the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) and the Canton of Basel-Stadt 
which are aimed at strengthening the dialogue between the OSCE and civil society. 
Together with the Civic Solidarity Platform, a network of over 50 non-governmental 
organisations from all of the OSCE regions, swisspeace is responsible for organi-
sing a parallel civil society conference in Basel from 2 to 3 December 2014 ahead 
of the annual Ministerial Council meeting of the OSCE. This parallel conference will 
focus on areas such as the “human dimension”, including key topics like human 
rights and fundamental freedoms, the rule of law and democracy. It will also pick 
up on civil society recommendations from across the OSCE regions, which will be 
developed at four regional workshops in Belgrade, Vienna, Dushanbe and Tbilisi 
over the course of this year. swisspeace prepares the human rights-related con-
tent in consultation with a Swiss NGO working group on the OSCE coordinated by 
humanrights.ch.

 With this year’s OSCE Ministerial Council meeting and the parallel civil society 
conference being hosted in Basel, swisspeace is also organising a series of events 
aimed at giving the local people a closer insight into the OSCE and its importance 
and promoting Basel as a historical city of peace. In addition, the Centre for 
Peacebuilding (KOFF) is planning OSCE-related roundtable discussions focusing 
on the Balkan and South Caucasus regions, the issue of gender equality in the 
OSCE and the implementation of the new “Swiss Guidelines on the Protection of 
Human Rights Defenders”.

Gender Equality – 
A Key Issue in OSCE Policy

The Gender Section of the OSCE is organising a conference in Vienna from 10 to 
11 July to evaluate the implementation of the OSCE Action Plan for the Promotion 
of Gender Equality adopted in 2004. Based on an understanding that compre-
hensive security in the member states can only be achieved if gender-sensitive 
approaches are taken, there have been some noticeable improvements. However, 
shortcomings have also been found, which the OSCE’s Gender Focal Point in 
Vienna and the participating states’ gender network are keen to deal with sys-
tematically. Alongside existing activities relating to women, peace and security, 
economic rights and women’s empowerment, and the human dimension of gender-
specific violence, particular attention is to be paid to the area of media relations. 
The aim of this approach is twofold: to establish better networks and to critically 
scrutinise the stereotyping of gender roles.

http://www.swisspeace.ch/
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/news/coming-up/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/projects/osce-chairmanship.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/projects/osce-chairmanship.html
http://www.civicsolidarity.org/
mailto:natascha.cerny%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://www.osce.org/secretariat/gender
http://menengage.org/
mailto:cecile.druey%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
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 A conference is due to be held in autumn at which journalists, media profes-
sionals from trade unions, NGOs that specialise in media, educational institutions 
and international organisations will discuss the relationship between freedom of 
expression and gender-specific discrimination with gender experts. The OSCE’s 
Gender Section is also continuing to provide support for its member countries in 
implementing Resolution 1325 of the UN Security Council in the areas of participa-
tion, prevention, protection, relief and recovery. In this regard, it intends to focus 
heavily on tackling the problem of scarce resources and the difficulties in involving 
civil society in the consultation processes. In order to highlight the importance of 
transnational forms of cooperation for building confidence, the Gender Section is 
bringing together initiatives on women and peace in the South Caucasus. In addi-
tion, it is organising a workshop on “gender-sensitive peacemaking, peacekeeping 
and peacebuilding”, which is aimed at transferring knowledge from experienced 
networks in the West Balkans region to Kazakhstan. It is furthermore implemen-
ting a project designed to enhance the involvement of men and boys in combating 
gender-based violence.

Further information

swisspeace 
Annemarie Sancar

New Postgraduate Programme on 
Peace & Conflict Transformation

Following the success of its Certificate of Advanced Studies (CAS) Civilian Peace-
building course, swisspeace is now also offering a Master of Advanced Studies 
(MAS) programme on Peace & Conflict Transformation. This modular postgraduate 
programme combines scientific findings from peace and conflict research with 
practical experience in peacebuilding. Participants can put together their own 
study programme from a wide range of course options, including five CAS courses, 
three further courses and a winter school. All courses consist of online preparation 
and follow-up phases along with 5 to 25 days of on-site training at the swisspeace 
Academy in Basel. The courses are taught in English and integrated into a collec-
tive MAS framework programme, which is geared towards practitioners and aca-
demics who are keen to critically examine the practice of peacebuilding, further 
develop their skills and expand their professional network. The following range of 
courses is available:

 → MAS Peace & Conflict Transformation, September-August  
(Participants can begin the course at the start of any module, 60 ECTS)

 → CAS Civilian Peacebuilding Course, September-August  
(25 course days, 20 ECTS) 

 → CAS Peacebuilding Methodologies Course, September-August  
(15 course days, 10 ECTS)

 → CAS National Dialogue & Peace Mediation Course, January  
(10 course days, 10 ECTS)

 → CAS Fragility, Conflict & Statebuilding Course, March  
(10 course days, 10 ECTS)

 → CAS Dealing with the Past Course, May (7 course days, 10 ECTS)

 → Business, Conflict & Peace Course, October (5 course days, 5 ECTS)

 → Conflict Prevention & Early Warning Course, November (5 course days, 5 ECTS)

 → Gender Equality & Peacebuilding Course, April (5 course days, 5 ECTS)

 → Winter School, February (10 course days, 10 ECTS) 

http://academy.swisspeace.ch/index.php%3Fid%3D163
mailto:annemarie.sancar%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
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framework of the OSCE

Further information
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Matthias Hui
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SWISS NGOs

 Successful graduates are awarded an MAS degree by swisspeace and the Uni-
versity of Basel. It is also possible to register for courses individually. Certificates 
are issued to students who complete CAS courses, while those who complete any 
of the other courses are given a written confirmation of participation.

Further information

swisspeace 
Franziska Sigrist

The Swiss NGO Working Group 
on the OSCE

Since autumn 2013, non-governmental organisations have been working together 
under the umbrella of the Swiss NGO working group on the OSCE. The objective is 
twofold: to support the human rights activities under Switzerland’s OSCE chair-
manship in 2014 and to critically examine them from a civil society perspective. 
The Swiss Federal Council has set itself the goal of strengthening the OSCE’s 
capacity to act during the Swiss chairmanship, with a particular emphasis on the 
“greater involvement of civil society”, as President of the Swiss Confederation 
Didier Burkhalter has been keen to stress. This is the issue the working group is 
focusing on.

 The NGO working group on the OSCE is involved in the efforts of the Federal 
Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) to “explicitly incorporate the civil society in 
the OSCE countries into the OSCE’s work in order to make it more visible and to 
make its voice heard in discussions” during the 2014 chairmanship. This is being 
achieved via, for example, four regional workshops involving human rights organi-
sations from all of the OSCE states, which are taking place in Belgrade, Vienna, 
Dushanbe and Tbilisi over the course of the year. The working group interlinks 
non-governmental organisations from Switzerland with OSCE processes and NGOs 
from other OSCE member countries. It is also encouraging Swiss NGOs to partici-
pate more in OSCE conferences held during 2014 on issues such as human traf-
ficking, gender equality, the Roma and Sinti communities, human rights defenders, 
the prevention of torture, racism and freedom of expression.

 Finally, the NGO working group on the OSCE is engaging in a domestic dialogue 
with the FDFA during the Swiss chairmanship. The aim is to critically reflect on the 
participation of civil society and to broach sensitive issues such as Switzerland’s 
foreign policy with regard to Russia or the challenges it faces in complying with 
OSCE human rights standards concerning, for instance, the freedom to demon-
strate, the prevention of torture in prisons, human trafficking or combating racism.

http://www.humanrights.ch/en/Standards/Europe/OSCE/NGO-working-group/index.html
http://www.humanrights.ch/en/Standards/Europe/OSCE/NGO-working-group/index.html
http://www.humanrights.ch/en/Standards/Europe/OSCE/NGO-working-group/index.html
http://www.civicsolidarity.org
http://www.civicsolidarity.org
http://www.civicsolidarity.org
http://www.civicsolidarity.org
mailto:Matthias.hui%40humanrights.ch?subject=
mailto:mas%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
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Marianne von Grünigen
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The Swiss Helsinki Committee: 
an Intermediary between the 
OSCE and Civil Society

Following the signing of the Final Act at the Conference on Security and Co-operation 
in Europe (CSCE/now the OSCE) in Helsinki in 1975, a group of committed individu-
als in Switzerland decided to set up the Swiss Helsinki Committee (SHV). Their 
aim was to promote the implementation of the participating states’ commitments 
with regard to the “human dimension” of the CSCE – focusing primarily on human 
rights, democracy and the rule of law – at the level of non-governmental organi-
sations. The foundation of the SHV was followed by the emergence of numerous 
further Helsinki committees in both the east and the west, all pursuing the same 
goal. These committees then came together, again at Switzerland’s suggestion, to 
form the International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights in Vienna. After the 
fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, however, some of the Helsinki committees in Europe 
disbanded and soon afterwards the Federation ceased its activities.

 The SHV decided to pursue a different path. It worked directly with communi-
ties in eastern and southeastern Europe at grassroots level and supported demo-
cratic community development by organising “mayors’ seminars” in Switzerland. 
Since most of the countries in these regions joined the European Union, it has 
turned its attention to the Western Balkans, focusing particularly on the younger 
generation, which is striving for a peaceful future but is often lacking direction. 
The SHV has so far organised youth seminars in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia 
and Switzerland on issues such as democracy and human rights, conflict preven-
tion and peaceful conflict resolution, the media and democracy, minorities and 
the role of young people in civil society. During Switzerland’s and Serbia’s chair-
manships of the OSCE in 2014 and 2015, the SHV is planning to hold one of these 
seminars in Serbia this coming September. It will be followed by two roundtable 
discussions in Kosovo and Bosnia and Herzegovina and a seminar in Switzerland in 
2015 on the topic of “Young people helping to build a peaceful Europe”. 

 In addition to these operational activities, the committee runs an annual public 
event on a current issue relating to the “human dimension”. This year the partici-
pants discussed “Minorities in the OSCE area”, with a particular focus on Ukraine. 
In light of the situation in Ukraine and its implications for the USA’s and Europe’s 
relationship with Russia, existing Helsinki committees are also becoming more 
alert and active again. The SHV considers it one of its duties within the framework 
of the Swiss and Serbian OSCE chairmanships to reinforce the contacts between 
these committees.

What Role Can the OSCE Play in 
Strengthening Security Sector Governance?

Link

DCAF

Within the framework of its chairmanship of the OSCE, Switzerland has entered 
into a strategic partnership with the Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of 
Armed Forces (DCAF). One of the main objectives of this partnership is to produce 
a mapping study, with the explicit support of the Secretary General, on the role 
of the OSCE in the field of security sector governance (SSG) and the reform of the 
security sector (SSR). The aim of this study is to provide an empirical basis for 

http://www.shv-ch.org
mailto:info%40shv-ch.org?subject=
http://www.dcaf.ch/
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SWISS GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

possible measures to be taken in the key area of “strengthening security sector 
governance”. The comprehensively documented study was presented to the OSCE 
bodies and the participating states at the start of 2014 as an official document of 
the Chairmanship. In February it was presented by DCAF at a meeting of the Security 
Committee of the OSCE Permanent Council.

 The study notes that the OSCE has extensive normative foundations at its 
disposal for security sector governance and reform, with the Code of Conduct on 
Politico-Military Aspects of Security playing a key role in this regard. In opera-
tional terms, the OSCE is actively involved in supporting SSG and SSR in various 
participating states through its Secretariat, its institutions and its field activities. 
Nevertheless, its involvement in this area is often unsystematic and isolated, 
which, as has also been noticed on various occasions within the organisation, limits 
the effectiveness and sustainability of the OSCE with regard to governance and 
reform of the security sector. Unlike other international actors, the OSCE lacks a 
comprehensive and coherent strategy to consolidate its wide-ranging activities in 
this area and make them more effective. The recommendations put forward by the 
study include the creation of a “Group of Friends of SSR” among the participating 
states, the establishment of a working group within the executive structures of the 
OSCE, the development of guidelines on SSG and SSR and improved cooperation 
between the UN and the OSCE in this realm. The organisation is currently reviewing 
the implementation of these recommendations and work has already begun on 
putting some of them into practice.

OSCE Chairmanship in 2014: 
Switzerland is Aiming to Build Bridges

Switzerland holds the chairmanship of the OSCE for 2014. In this role, it is guided 
by the leitmotif of “creating a security community for the benefit of everyone” and 
has three key goals in its sights: to foster security and stability, to improve people’s 
lives and to strengthen the OSCE’s capacity to act. What specific measures is 
Switzerland taking to achieve these goals?

 To promote security and stability, Switzerland is supporting initiatives aimed 
at encouraging regional cooperation and reconciliation in the West Balkans and 
fostering a long-term normalisation of the relationships between conflicting par-
ties. It is also keen to use dialogue and confidence-building measures to help bring 
about a rapprochement in the South Caucasus region. When it comes to improving 
people’s lives, respect for human rights is an essential requirement. Switzerland 
is therefore committed to ensuring that the participating states fulfil their com-
mitments relating to the protection of human rights, with particular emphasis on 
the prohibition of torture, counter-terrorism, the promotion of free and democratic 
elections and the protection of minorities and human rights defenders. Finally, 
with a view to strengthening the OSCE’s capacity to act, Switzerland is driving 
forward the organisation’s ongoing reform process. Forty years after it was estab-
lished in 1975, the OSCE now needs to reform and prepare itself to face the chal-
lenges of the 21st century. With this in mind, the organisation’s mediation capacity 
is to be increased and civil society is to be more involved in the work of the OSCE.

 The crisis in and around Ukraine has highlighted the importance of the OSCE 
as an interregional security organisation and reasserted its status. Switzerland is 
determined to use its OSCE chairmanship to build bridges and develop common so-
lutions to common challenges. Since the start of the crisis it has been committed 

http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/recent/osce.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/recent/osce.html
https://twitter.com/SwissOSCE2014
https://twitter.com/SwissOSCE2014
mailto:c.waegli%40dcaf.ch?subject=
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Philip Rosin. Die Schweiz im 
KSZE-Prozess 1972-1983. 
Einfluss durch Neutralität. 
Oldenbourg 2013.

SCHR. Baseline study on the 
implementation of human 
rights in Switzerland. Online 
2013-2014.
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PUBLICATIONS

at all levels and in consultation with the actors involved to a peaceful resolution. 
Dialogue and de-escalation have been at the forefront of its efforts. The deploy-
ment of a special OSCE monitoring mission in Ukraine, which was decided on by 
the Permanent Council of the OSCE on 21 March, was an important step in the 
right direction.

Further information

Swiss OSCE chairmanship 
in 2014 
Livia Walpen

Shining the Spotlight on Switzerland’s 
Commitment to Human Rights

Two new publications take a look at Switzerland’s commitment to human rights 
at home and abroad from historical and present-day perspectives. The book “Die 
Schweiz im KSZE-Prozess, 1972-1983” (Switzerland in the CSCE process, 1972-
1983) examines Switzerland’s role during the establishing phase of the Conference 
on Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE, now the OSCE). It presents the 
country’s active involvement in the organisation’s formation and the early nego-
tiations as a unique characteristic of Swiss foreign policy after the Second World 
War, suggesting that it strengthened Switzerland’s profile, particularly with regard 
to human rights policy. By contrast, a baseline study conducted by the Swiss Centre 
of Expertise in Human Rights (SCHR) focuses on the current implementation of hu-
man rights in Switzerland. The six sections that comprise the study investigate the 
question of how Switzerland meets its human rights commitments in various ar-
eas, such as the economy, migration policy or gender policy. They take stock of the 
current situation with the aim of identifying gaps and opportunities for improve-
ment. The results of the study are now fully available following the publication of 
the final section on child and youth policy in March of this year.

Using Archival Documents as Evidence? 
The Latest swisspeace Essential

Link

Trudy Huskamp Peterson. 
The Probative Value of Archi-
val Documents. swisspeace 
Essential 2/2014.

Truth commissions, tribunals and reparation programmes are just some of the 
tools available to a society when dealing with a past marked by violence. All of 
these mechanisms rely on documentary evidence to help verify, support, or chal-
lenge testimonial evidence. Yet what probative value do archival documents have 
to offer? What criteria have to be met in order for archive sources to be regarded 
as reliable and authentic proof of human rights violations and violence? This year’s 
second swisspeace Essential looks into these questions. It investigates the specific 
characteristics that make written documents information sources with special 
probative value, but it also highlights the problems they present for dealing with 
the past in terms of their reliability and usability.

http://www.degruyter.com/view/product/212995
http://www.degruyter.com/view/product/212995
http://www.degruyter.com/view/product/212995
http://www.degruyter.com/view/product/212995
http://www.skmr.ch/de/skmr/geschaeftsstelle/news/grundlagenstudie.html?zur=103
http://www.skmr.ch/de/skmr/geschaeftsstelle/news/grundlagenstudie.html?zur=103
http://www.skmr.ch/de/skmr/geschaeftsstelle/news/grundlagenstudie.html?zur=103
http://www.skmr.ch/de/skmr/geschaeftsstelle/news/grundlagenstudie.html?zur=103
mailto:Livia.walpen%40eda.admin.ch?subject=
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/Essentials/Essential_2_2014_Probative_Value.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/Essentials/Essential_2_2014_Probative_Value.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/Essentials/Essential_2_2014_Probative_Value.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/Essentials/Essential_2_2014_Probative_Value.pdf
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CORE – The Knowledge Portal for the OSCE

Link

CORE

The Centre for OSCE Research (CORE) was set up in 2000 as part of the Institute 
for Peace Research and Security Policy at the University of Hamburg (IFSH). The 
website of this practice-oriented institution is aimed equally at political actors, 
researchers, students and interested members of the public. It provides insights 
into CORE’s wide-ranging research, consultancy and training activities. In addition 
to media reports and lectures, the website offers visitors access to publications 
which highlight and critically examine the current issues and debates in the OSCE 
area and the organisation’s key points of interest. The working papers and policy 
papers, for example, explore relevant aspects of research, including the history of 
the OSCE, its core topics such as conflict settlement, security and democratisa-
tion, and political issues affecting specific countries or regions, with a particular 
focus on central Asia, the Caucasus and southeast Europe. Various databases 
and bibliographies categorised by topic also provide a good overview of the source 
documents and scientific analyses available relating to the OSCE.

FriEnt

When it comes to devising reparation programmes in response to the violation of 
claims to land and natural resources, greater attention needs to be paid to the 
close link between transitional justice and development cooperation. The latest 
edition of the FriEnt Impulse newsletter focuses on this particular issue. Various 
questions are proving crucial to the establishment of such programmes:  who are 
the victims? What is the reparation programme aiming at? What specific charac-
teristics of the resource in question need to be taken into account? And which  
actors, structures and institutions are considered to be legitimate? These questions 
need to be answered.

International Alert

Last month, International Alert published the report “Re-thinking gender in peace-
building”, which explores gender roles and relations in four countries (Burundi, 
Colombia, Nepal and Uganda) and in relation to four aspects of peacebuilding  
(access to justice, economic recovery, inter-generational conflict and continuums 
of violence). The project aims at broadening and deepening the understanding of 
gender in peacebuilding and showing the benefits of a gender-relational approach 
to gender analysis for peacebuilding.

Infrastructure is a growth sector and emerging markets present massive opportu-
nities for investment. Yet any investment carries with it certain risks, especially in 
countries affected by conflict. With its “Engineering peace” project, International 
Alert aims to raise international companies’ awareness of conflict-sensitive ap-
proaches and thereby reduce the negative impact they may have on local com-
munities and their ability to adapt to climate change. Reports, case studies and 
podcasts on this topic are available on the International Alert website.

http://www.berghof-foundation.org/en/
http://www.cdacollaborative.org
http://www.cdacollaborative.org
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.forumzfd.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gpplatform.ch
http://www.gpplatform.ch
http://www.giz.de/
http://www.gppac.net/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://ifsh.de/en/core/profile/
https://www.frient.de/nc/publikationen/dokumente/library/frient-impulse-032014.html
http://international-alert.org/sites/default/files/Gender_RethinkingGenderPeacebuilding_EN_2014.pdf
http://international-alert.org/news/engineering-peace
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CALENDAR

Upcoming Events

7-8 May 2014

12 May 2014

12-14 May 2014

In early May, FriEnt’s two-day discussion forum on peacebuilding in the 21st century 
will examine the question of which pathways can be pursued in future in order to 
contribute to development, security and peace worldwide. The event provides an 
opportunity to explore the diverse range of prospects, options for action and chal-
lenges with regard to peacebuilding in the future. Further information.

The KOFF Members’ Assembly is due to take place in Bern’s Käfigturm tower on 
12 May. Under the title “What Can We Learn from Peace Movements?”, this year’s 
event will focus on social movements and their role in peacebuilding based on the 
example of Bosnia. Further information.

In May, the OSCE is holding a three-day seminar in Warsaw. The aim of this event is 
to work towards improving cooperation between the OSCE, international organisa-
tions and civil society on the “human dimension”. Further information.

Following the two regional workshops held in Belgrade and Vienna, civil society 
organisations from the OSCE area will be gathering for a third time this year in 
Dushanbe. The event, which is organised by the OSCE Office in Tajikistan with sup-
port from swisspeace, will focus once again on the prevention of torture. Further 
information.

On Tuesday 20 May, 18:30 an information event on the Civilian Peacebuilding 
Course (CAS) will be held at swisspeace. Registration until 18 May. In addition, 
webinars will be held on Thursday 8 May, 19:30 and Wednesday 11 June, 12:30. 
Further information on the course and application until 30 June.

In mid-June, Switzerland is organising a conference in Bern as part of its chair-
manship of the OSCE. The event will examine the role of states, civil society 
organisations and human rights defenders in promoting human and fundamental 
rights. Further information.

The Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF) is holding a public conference in Bern on 
12 June on the topic of “Human Rights Defenders at Risk – What measures does 
Switzerland take?” Human rights defenders, politicians and representatives of 
Swiss and international organisations will discuss the risks involved in human 
rights work, putting the “Swiss guidelines on the protection of human rights 
defenders” into practice and the role played by civil society in Switzerland and 
abroad. Further information and registration.

TERRE DES FEMMES Switzerland is holding this year’s VOIX DES FEMMES series 
of events from 18 to 23 June on the theme “An issue for men too: gender-specific 
violence“. In addition to public panel discussions, the series will include training 
sessions for specialists and workshops for young people in both German- and 
French-speaking regions of Switzerland. Further information and contact details.

20-21 May 2014

May-June 2014

10-11 June 2014

12 June 2014

18-23 June 2014

http://www.frient-peacebuilding-forum.de/programme-and-speakers/public-panel-discussion.html
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/news/coming-up/
http://www.osce.org/odihr/117337
http://www.osce.org/tajikistan
http://www.osce.org/tajikistan
mailto:cas%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/cas-courses/civilian-peacebuilding/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/cas-courses/civilian-peacebuilding/application-fees/application-form/
http://www.osce.org/events
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/news/coming-up/
mailto:anna.leissing%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/en/vdf
mailto:s_lienert%40terre-des-femmes.ch?subject=
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KOFF calendar

In early July, a special OSCE meeting on the “human dimension” will look into the 
promotion of freedom of expression and the rights, obligations and OSCE commit-
ments relating to this issue.

Ten years after the OSCE’s Action Plan for the Promotion of Gender Equality was 
adopted, the organisation’s gender section is holding a conference to take stock of 
the progress made so far and shed light on future challenges and opportunities for 
action.

In August, the Institute for Conflict Transformation and Peacebuilding (ICP) is 
organising its seventh International Summer Academy in Caux near Montreux. The 
event aims at offering to its participants a complete overview of the methods and 
approaches to conflict transformation and a broad range of tools for mediation, as 
well as first-hand insights from international and local experts. Further information 
and registration.

In August, uc-mediation is running a five-day international summer school in Lisbon 
on the topic of active public participation and the engagement of stakeholders in 
conflict management. The event will explore stakeholder dialogues and the involve-
ment of civil society in peace processes as well as examining theoretical and 
practical issues regarding conflict management, good governance and mediation. 
Further information and registration.

In the KOFF calendar you can find more information about upcoming roundtables 
and events organised by KOFF.

3-4 July 2014

10-11 July 2014

12-16 August 2014

14-19 August 2014

http://koff.swisspeace.ch/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/
mailto:marie.seidel%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:benjamin.veress%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://www.alliancesud.ch/en%3Fset_language%3Den%26cl%3Den
http://www.demilitarisation.org/%3Flang%3Den
http://www.bahai.ch/%3Flang%3Den
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/index.php%3Fid%3D1%26L%3D2
http://www.caritas.ch/en/home/
http://www.caux.iofc.org/en/home
http://www.cfd-ch.org/e/index.php
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch/
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch/
http://www.hirondelle.org/%3Flang%3Den
http://ifor-mir.ch/de/
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/eng/aktuell.php
http://www.genevacall.org/
http://www.graines-de-paix.org/
http://www.graines-de-paix.org/
http://www.greencross.ch/en/home.html
http://www.gsoa.ch/home/
http://www.heks.ch/en/
http://www.helvetas.org/
http://www.iicp.ch/en
http://www.interpeace.org/
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.medienhilfe.ch/index.php%3Fid%3D1
http://www.mission-21.org/en/index/
http://www.miva.ch/en/portrait.html
http://www.miva.ch/en/portrait.html
http://www.refbejuso.ch/
http://www.peacebrigades.ch
http://www.peacewatch.ch/
http://www.quno.org/
http://www.quno.org/
http://www.sad.ch/en/
http://www.friedensrat.ch/friedensrat/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.gfbv.ch/de/
http://www.solidar.ch/en/
http://www.scich.org/de/
http://www.sos-kinderdorf.ch/
https://www.swissaid.ch/en/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/sites/home/index.html%3Flang2%3Den
https://www.redcross.ch
http://www.fluechtlingshilfe.ch/about-us%3Fset_language%3Den
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/en/
http://www.terredeshommessuisse.ch/
http://www.trial-ch.org/en/home.html
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/Women_for_Peace/women_for_peace.html
http://www.worldvision.ch
http://www.osce.org/events
http://www.osce.org/secretariat/gender
http://www.iicp.ch/
http://www.iicp.ch/drupal/summer-academy
http://www.iicp.ch/drupal/summer-academy
http://uc-mediation.eu/%20
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/news/coming-up/
mailto:liliana.rossier%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:info%40furrer-uebersetzungen.ch?subject=
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/news/newsletter/
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/news/newsletter/
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