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Whether it is in Bosnia, Egypt or Syria, civil society is rallying wherever you look. In today’s world, citizens committed to 
the ideals of justice and peace are eager to gain more influence on political decisions and issues of international import-
ance. With the help of new technologies and global networking, social movements are venturing beyond conventional 
boundaries and making their voices heard on the world scene. Yet this new form of political engagement is not without 
risks for civil society and its representatives, who are increasingly faced with restrictions and repression.

How do peace organisations relate to social movements and what role can they play in them? How can active citizens 
and human rights defenders be protected from the threats they encounter? And what can civil society organisations and 
international actors learn from this new kind of political participation? This newsletter issue on social movements and 
peacebuilding offers various approaches to dealing with these questions.
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FOCUS

What Can We Learn 
from Peace Movements?

Brian Phillips is an independent human rights consultant and co-editor of the Journal of Human Rights Practice, the main 
academic journal focusing on human rights practice and activism. He worked extensively in Bosnia and Herzegovina with 
both Amnesty International and Quaker Peace and Social Witness, and has followed very closely developments in civil 
society there since the mid-1990s. The recent events in Bosnia have raised many compelling questions about what civil 
society actors and their international supporters have and have not been able to achieve with regard to non-violent  
social and political change in the past nearly two decades. At the Annual KOFF Members’ Assembly, Brian Phillips accepted 
to share his reflections on the present developments in Bosnia and to place these in a longer-term historical context.

When I heard about the start of citizen protests in Bosnia and Herzegovina in Feb-
ruary, the first word to enter my mind was not ‘peace’ – but rather ‘politics’. I have 
been engaged with peacebuilding in Bosnia in a variety of capacities as a prac-
titioner and educator since 1996, so I was immediately interested in the mainly 
non-violent nature of these protests as citizens took to the streets in a number of 
Bosnian towns and cities. But it was the news that citizens’ plenums were being 
convened in some of those municipalities that really attracted my attention.  
I was delighted to hear that people from many different backgrounds were coming 
together to debate the future shape of their society – producing a set of specific 
demands for substantial social, economic and political change. After years of 
stagnation, dysfunction and corruption at all levels of Bosnian society, was this at 
long last the beginning of a new social movement and perhaps even mass political 
participation in that country?  

 I do not use the word ‘politics’ here in the limited sense of conventional pol-
itical party structures and regular cycles of national and local elections. I am 
talking here about politics in a more fundamental sense. Politics as a habit of civic 
engagement. Politics as a willingness to meet and speak with one another in a 
shared, public space – bringing with us all our dilemmas and differences. Politics 
as an encounter where we forge some common vision of how we make society, how 
we want to live together as neighbours and as citizens. This is politics as it has 
been described by thinkers like Hannah Arendt – and more recently, by Richard 
Sennett and Diane Enns. In the Bosnian context, this is politics as practiced by 
someone like Nidžara Ahmetašević, a Sarajevo journalist actively involved in the 
citizens’ uprising. She describes Bosnia today as a “school of democracy” and 
considers what has happened in plenums and on the streets to be “democracy 
live”.

 This phrase ‘school of democracy’ made me ask myself what we peace builders 
(both international and local) had contributed to the evolution of this necessary 
‘school’ during our nearly two decades of activity in Bosnian society? Indeed, 
some observers have questioned whether what we saw in Bosnian streets was 
something largely unrelated to the programming and priorities of many existing 
civil society organisations in the country. To the contrary, I would suggest that 
through their education and training programmes some local and international 
peace practitioners have helped equip people for the kind of non-violent, direct 
political action needed to break through the profound social and economic stale-
mate that has been costing Bosnian society its future. But the protests definitely 
made me question whether we might have done more in this regard?

 In a panel discussion at the recent KOFF Annual Members’ Assembly, partici-
pants debated the results and future implications of the Bosnian protests. There 
was considerable agreement on some key features of the events of early 2014. 
There was, for example, the recognition that many Bosnians not previously involved 
in protest had been taking their first steps as active citizens in these demonstrations 
and forums. But following on from this, one panellist also emphasized that the 

http://jhrp.oxfordjournals.org/
http://jhrp.oxfordjournals.org/
http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/blog/plenums-are-teaching-bosnians-real-democracy-at-last
http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/blog/plenums-are-teaching-bosnians-real-democracy-at-last
http://ojs.uwindsor.ca/ojs/leddy/index.php/SSJ/article/view/3911/3127
http://ojs.uwindsor.ca/ojs/leddy/index.php/SSJ/article/view/3911/3127
http://ojs.uwindsor.ca/ojs/leddy/index.php/SSJ/article/view/3911/3127
http://ojs.uwindsor.ca/ojs/leddy/index.php/SSJ/article/view/3911/3127
http://ojs.uwindsor.ca/ojs/leddy/index.php/SSJ/article/view/3911/3127


Further information

Brian Phillips

KOFF 
Sabina Handschin 
Sidonia Gabriel
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convenors of the citizens’ plenums had made it very clear that existing Bosnian 
NGOs as collective entities were explicitly not invited to play any role in the shaping 
or running of these forums.  

 The Bosnian protests and that stimulating discussion at the KOFF Members’ 
Assembly pose many urgent questions about how peacebuilding programming can 
become more explicitly political in the broadest sense of the word – and likewise, 
better able to speak directly to the kind of  harsh social and economic realities 
experienced by people in Bosnia today. Do we peace builders sometimes have a 
problem with politics? Do we tend to regard that messy and confrontational polit-
ical space as something ultimately too compromised, too distasteful to hold promise 
for the construction of cultures of peace as we have come to understand them? 
But if peace is to be built upon a solid foundation of social and economic justice, 
how can we possibly achieve this goal without political engagement? When I heard 
about the extraordinary range of people who were gathering in Bosnian streets 
and joining together in the plenums, I thought about the many protestors who had 
most likely never been anywhere near a peacebuilding seminar or workshop in 
which I had been involved. I suspect many of my friends and colleagues in Bos-
nian civil society had similar thoughts about some of these newly active citizens. 
Why had we not connected with so many of these people previously in our work? 
Had our priorities and approaches failed to speak clearly to their daily realities of 
struggle and poverty and frustration and despair? 

 Much of our focus in Bosnia has been on unquestionably important topics like 
reconciliation and dealing with the past. But had we somehow lost sight of the fact 
that, as Stef Jansen rightly argues, “the object of hope for many ordinary people 
[in Bosnia] was a ’normal life’” – by which he means those deep levels of social and 
economic security without which no enduring peace can be built? The protests in  
Bosnia seemed to have made possible something we certainly aspired to make happen 
with our work. But recent events strongly suggest we may need to think more stra-
tegically about how we connect our peacebuilding agendas with social movements 
grounded in concrete demands for the realisation of basic social and economic rights.

KOFF - SWISSPEACE

Links

KOFF roundtables

swisspeace: Gender

Social Movements from 
a Gender Perspective

Social movements pool together the energy generated by anger and discrimin-
ation and unleash it as a force for change. From a gender-based perspective, it 
is evident that gender equality is often a catalytic mobilising factor which has an 
impact on the dynamics and structure of social movements. Women play an im-
portant role both in the demands for more rights in society and in terms of issues 
regarding equality within the movements. Movements calling for greater economic 
and social justice and peace do not necessarily raise the issue of gender inequal-
ities as a matter of course. Nevertheless, to get to the bottom of what causes 
exclusion and violence, a gender-specific dimension is required. This is something 
which is increasingly reflected in demands as well as in mobilisation strategies.

 Gender-sensitive conflict analysis has induced social movements to take 
gender elements into consideration more systematically, not least with the aim 
of generating more mobilising power. Violence and exclusion are interpreted in 
different ways. In southern countries in particular, social movements explain the 
imbalance of power in terms of post-colonial, patriarchal conditions and the rights 
of women take centre stage when it comes to making demands.

mailto:briandphillips%40yahoo.co.uk?subject=
mailto:Sabina.handschin%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:Sidonia.gabriel%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/activities/roundtables/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/topics/gender.html


Links

KOFF

KOFF Annual Report 2013

Brian Phillips: What Can we 
Learn from Peace Movements?

Further information

KOFF 
Annemarie Sancar
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 Gender inequalities also reflect failings on the part of the state. Governments 
rarely succeed in organising the valuable and vital care work carried out mostly 
by unpaid women on a fairer basis. Many feminist movements thus criticise that, 
while there is a lot of talk about equality, national government policy serves only 
to reinforce structural gender inequalities. This is why feminist groups organise 
themselves on a transnational basis, forming networks beyond national borders 
without losing sight of the diversity of everyday life. This “translocal” approach  
offers a great deal of potential for gender-sensitive transformation. With its 
roundtables, the Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF) provides scope for discussions 
and sharing experiences of the importance of gender in social movements.

Annual Meeting of 
KOFF Member Organisations

Member organisations of the Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF) gathered in Bern on 
12 May for their annual meeting. This occasion offers KOFF the chance to report 
on the past year and to remind its members of the centre’s primary mission: to 
reinforce the effect of peacebuilding through dialogue between state and non-
governmental peacebuilding actors in Switzerland. KOFF takes on the role of 
“facilitator”, supporting strategic processes and offering thematic and practical 
expertise. In doing so, it keeps the issue of peacebuilding on the agenda in Switz-
erland and raises public awareness.

 The meeting also provided an opportunity to re-elect the three representatives 
of the member organisations on the Steering Committee (Ruedi Tobler from the 
Swiss Peace Council, Esther Marthaler from HELVETAS Swiss Intercooperation 
and Béatrice Faidutti Lueber from Eirene Switzerland) and to draw up a prelimin-
ary outline of the strategy which the Centre for Peacebuilding will adopt in 2016. 
KOFF is especially keen to consolidate its current position. To this end, the organ-
isations at the meeting proposed stepping up the centre’s commitment by using 
its thematic expertise to help implement projects, and they agreed on discuss-
ing the political aspects of peacebuilding in greater depth. KOFF also wants to 
enhance its visibility by raising public awareness of the issue of peacebuilding 
and establishing itself as custodian of a space for civil society in this realm. With 
this in mind, it intends to boost the involvement of both the smaller organisations 
and those based in French-speaking Switzerland in the management of KOFF and 
to improve communications between the Steering Committee and the member 
organisations.

 The statutory part of the meeting was followed by a presentation and a panel 
discussion on social movements, new forms of political engagement and peace-
building, with a special focus on the recent events in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Further information

KOFF 
Sidonia Gabriel

http://koff.swisspeace.ch/
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/koff/Publications/Annual_report/KOFF_JaBe_2013_f_DEF_01.pdf
mailto:annemarie.sancar%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:sidonia.gabriel%40swisspeace.ch?subject=


Links

HEKS in Bangladesh

swisspeace mandate for HEKS

Further information

swisspeace 
Stefan Bächtold 
Anna Bernhard

HEKS 
Vincent Hug
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swisspeace and HEKS: 
Integrated Strategies in Bangladesh

It is barely possible to keep problems such as unequal development, violent con-
flicts or human rights violations separate from one another. In fact, their causes 
and lines of conflict usually combine to form a complex of problems, which can 
only be understood as a whole: the individual parts are inextricably linked. Effect-
ive action in such contexts therefore requires strategies which go beyond the 
boundaries of a specific topic area.

 The programme run by the Swiss Interchurch Aid (HEKS) in Bangladesh is one 
such example. It aims to improve the situation for marginalised Dalit (“untouch-
ables”) and Adivasi (indigenous groups) minorities. Marginalisation is more than 
just an economic problem; it is also a sociocultural and political issue. The pro-
gramme strategy therefore combines the integration of Dalits and Adivasis into 
value chains with elements relating to conflict transformation and advocacy. The 
intention is that, through their involvement in value chains, the Dalits and Adivasis 
will be able to reap greater benefits from the market as well as increasing their 
interaction with mainstream society. An integrated strategy of this kind offers a 
better approach for dealing with the complexity of the problem.

 With help from swisspeace, HEKS and its local partner organisations con-
ducted a conflict analysis which, along with a market analysis, outlines the pro-
gramme’s contextual environment. This has been used as a basis for developing 
a theory of change, which shows how the individual elements of the programme 
come together to form a larger impact logic model and what added value the 
integration of various different approaches offers. At the same time, the theory of 
change also forms the basis for an evaluation system, which provides data on the 
impact of the programme. This conceptual work is challenging and often involves 
calling on external experts for support. However, the effort should be worth it, as 
it allows HEKS to gain a better understanding of how exactly the effects of its own 
programme may unfold, thus enabling it to make targeted improvements.

Business, Conflict & Peace Course

Link

swisspeace Academy

Businesses are often seen as the “bad guys” who have been accused of committing 
human rights violations and exacerbating conflict. While this may be the case in 
some contexts, the roles that businesses play are more complex. Businesses can 
also make relevant contributions to supporting human rights standards, advocating 
for a peaceful resolution to conflict or actively engaging in international peace  
initiatives. One factor that heavily influences the way in which businesses operate 
in conflict contexts is their relationship to other actors like home states, host 
states, rebel groups, other businesses and NGOs. How can peacebuilding practi-
tioners and academics learn more about the different roles that companies have 
played in the past and how they have engaged with different actors? Moreover, 
how can they work constructively with companies to support their engagement in 
peacebuilding activities? 

 The swisspeace course on Business, Conflict and Peace aims to analyse both 
the opportunities and challenges that businesses face when working in conflict-
affected contexts. It provides insights into how international policies and multi-
stakeholder initiatives have developed and what their challenges are. It also gives 
an overview of how state, civil society and private sector actors can support 

https://www.heks.ch/en/worldwide/asia/bangladesh/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/topics/analysis-impact/activities/pai-consultancies.html
mailto:stefan.baechtold%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:anna.bernhard%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:vHug%40eper.ch?subject=
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/other-courses/business-peace/aim-target-audience/


Links

HEKS

Space for civil society – 
how to protect and expand 
an enabling environment

CIDSE

ACT Alliance

Further information

HEKS 
Una Hombrecher
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SWISS NGOs

the development of companies’ due diligence processes in order to help ensure 
that they are not causing more harm than good. The course consists of an online 
phase and a five-day on-site component taking place on 6-10 October at the 
swisspeace Academy in Basel. It can also be taken as one module of the new 
swisspeace Master of Advanced Studies (MAS) in Peace & Conflict Transformation 
programme. Registrations close on 31 July.

Further information

swisspeace 
Franziska Sigrist

Space for Civil Society – How to Protect 
and Expand an Enabling Environment

A climate of fear and heavy-handedness overshadows the work environment of 
many organisations that promote rights and development. This was revealed by a 
new study conveyed by ACT Alliance and members of the International Cooperation 
for Development and Solidarity (CIDSE). Swiss Church Aid (HEKS), having conflict 
transformation and the strengthening of civil society as one of its priority issues, 
has actively been involved in designing, researching and analysing the study. 

 Using the examples of Malawi, Rwanda, Colombia and Zimbabwe between 
2009 and 2013, the research shows that many people working for civil society 
organisations feel some or all the time afraid and are restricted in their work by 
harassment, censorship and unreasonable legislation. Organisations challenging 
either cultural concepts or resource distribution or being critical towards govern-
ment come up for special attention. 

 Many governments fail to protect civil society organisations. In all four coun-
tries organisations deliberately curb their freedom of expression for fear of being 
labelled government opponents, a form of stigmatisation that can lead to further 
restrictions, harassment and possibly homicide. Efforts by states to involve civil 
society organisations in the planning of development projects have been judged poor 
or absent. This is a worrying trend, since the ability of communities to lead their 
own development or take part in government-led projects is vital if efforts are to 
produce sustainable results.

 Legislation governing the work of civil society organisations has become 
increasingly repressive, hampering the degree to which they can carry out their 
mandates. The financial crisis and a tendency for states to restrict foreign funding 
make the future of critical civil society organisations uncertain. Concerns were 
expressed that they would be reduced to the role of implementers of development 
agendas rather than development actors in their own right. 

 However, the picture is not entirely negative. In response to restrictive envir-
onments, many organisations have been innovating and as a result helping to 
strengthen or even expand their operating space. As well as gathering data on 
mechanisms that reduced civil society space, the report also documents and 
analyses approaches that have had a positive effect on the enabling environment. 
Innovative approaches to cooperation and collaboration in Malawi, Zimbabwe, 
Rwanda and Colombia have seen civil society organisations find a louder voice,  
a greater ability to access funds and strengthened capacity. 

 Out of the findings of this report, strong recommendations for action have 
emerged. To secure sustainable development, peace and democracy, it is vital that 
stakeholders act now. 

http://www.heks.ch/en/
www.heks.ch/space-for-civil-society
www.heks.ch/space-for-civil-society
www.heks.ch/space-for-civil-society
http://www.cidse.org/
http://www.actalliance.org/
mailto:una.hombrecher%40heks.ch?subject=
mailto:cas%40swisspeace.ch?subject=


Links

Peace Watch Switzerland

ACOGUATE

Further information

ACOGUATE/PWS, Guatemala 
Maren Kraushaar

Peace Watch Switzerland 
Yvonne Joos
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Criminalisation of Social 
Movements in Guatemala

After 36 years of civil war (1960-1996) and 18 years of “peace”, ex-general and former 
President of Guatemala Efraín Ríos Montt was convicted of genocide in May 2013. 
This was a significant milestone for the indigenous survivors of the genocide and 
for justice in Guatemala. For the first time in history, a former head of state had 
been found guilty before a national court. The genocide trial also had the potential 
to trigger a social debate on dealing with the past and to serve as a symbol for the 
acknowledgement of crimes against the indigenous population.

 However, the conservative military and economic elite tried to put a stop to any 
developments of this kind by criminalising social movements and their supporters. 
Two former presidents and other well-known figures declared that the charge of 
genocide should also be seen as an indictment against Guatemala, which posed 
a serious threat to peace and contributed towards the country’s disunion. Inter-
national cooperation and diplomacy were accused – primarily by the far-right 
Foundation Against Terrorism – of being the main driving force behind the court 
case and manipulating the Guatemalan population.

 The fact that the verdict against Ríos Montt was overturned just ten days after 
 it had been handed down shows how the power structures and the racism deeply 
ingrained in Guatemalan society have remained intact ever since colonisation. 
Like the witnesses in the genocide trial, indigenous movements fighting against 
megaprojects such as mining or hydropower plants in their regions are being crimin- 
alised. The government alludes to manipulation by foreigners while defaming 
human rights defenders as terrorists. The country is still far away from a state of 
positive peace characterised by more than simply the absence of violence. More-
over, with a current murder rate of 34 homicides per 100,000 inhabitants and 
human rights defenders coming under attack, the situation could not even be 
described as being free from violence. 

 Against this backdrop, Peace Watch Switzerland (PWS) and its partner organ-
isation ACOGUATE have been running a human rights monitoring project for several 
years. As part of this programme, international volunteers provide support for  
human rights defenders, witnesses and grassroots organisations standing up for 
the rights of the indigenous population.

VOIX DES FEMMES – An Issue 
for Men too: Gender-specific Violence

Links

TERRE DES FEMMES 
Switzerland

VOIX DES FEMMES

VOIX DES FEMMES, a series of events run by the organisation TERRE DES FEMMES 
Switzerland, is taking place in 2014 for the fifth time. For each series, the organ-
isation invites an internationally renowned figure to come and talk about different 
forms of gender-specific violence and questions of equality, and to present  
approaches for dealing with these issues. This year, the VOIX DES FEMMES events 
are being held under the slogan “An issue for men too: gender-specific violence”.

 Gender-specific violence is a serious violation of human rights and must be 
tackled at its roots. This is not just an issue for women; it also deeply affects 
men, be it as fathers, partners, relatives or friends. Men should therefore be more 
involved in the fight against gender-specific violence. During this year’s VOIX DES 

http://www.peacewatch.ch/Guatemala.12.0.html%3F%26L%3D4
http://acoguate.org/
mailto:ada-secia%40gmx.net?subject=
mailto:guatemala%40peacewatch.ch?subject=
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/en/
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/en/
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/en/vdf
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PUBLICATIONS

FEMMES events, TERRE DES FEMMES Switzerland will be holding discussions 
with men about aspects of masculinity and deconstructing stereotypical gender 
roles. If men and women pull together to change, reformulate and shape patterns 
of behaviour within gender relations, one of the fundamental requirements for 
overcoming gender-specific violence will be fulfilled. 

 This year’s guest at VOIX DES FEMMES is the charismatic Indian sociologist 
and feminist activist Kamla Bhasin. She has been campaigning for women’s rights, 
peace and education in southern Asia for forty years and has written extensively 
on the topics of gender and masculinity. Numerous events will be taking place in 
Basel, Bern, Fribourg, Geneva, Lausanne and Zurich between 18 and 23 June 2014. 
In addition to public discussions with Kamla Bhasin and other interesting guests, 
the programme also includes advanced training sessions for specialists and work-
shops for young people.

Further information

TERRE DES FEMMES 
Switzerland  
Salome Lienert

Globalisation, Social Movements 
and Peacebuilding

Link

Jackie Smith and Ernesto 
Verdeja (Ed.) Globalization, 
Social Movements, and 
Peacebuilding. Syracuse  
University Press 2013

Every year, governments all over the world invest billions in peacebuilding and 
the provision of humanitarian aid in crisis areas. Significant sums of money are 
also poured into fragile states via the global economy. Yet the progress made in 
terms of peace processes and statebuilding in these contexts is often minimal 
and repeatedly faced with setbacks. The book “Globalization, Social Movements, 
and Peacebuilding” brings together interpretations by sociologists, economists, 
anthropologists, religious experts and political scientists in search of explan- 
ations relating to this phenomenon. Starting from the theory that a neoliberal world 
economy itself contributes significantly to violent conflicts, the authors shed light 
on the complex web of the free market economy, international politics and peace-
building in various contexts. They argue in what ways paying more consideration 
to global political and economic forces helps gain an understanding of conflicts in 
Africa, Asia and the Middle East. At the same time, they highlight the peacebuilding 
potential offered by civil society organisations and social movements.

Link

Vicenç Fisas (Ed.) 2014 Year-
book on Peace Processes. 
Escola de Cultura de Pau/
Icaria Editorial 2014

Successes, Setbacks and Stagnation – 
Peace Processes in 2013

It is as difficult to gain an overall view of the global peace process landscape as 
it is to comprehend the contexts of the individual underlying conflicts. Whereas 
mediation efforts in the Syrian conflict find themselves at the centre of public 
attention, attempts at conciliation in Western Sahara generally receive little or 
no media coverage. While social movements and civil society organisations are 
involved in dialogue in some places, in others negotiations are played out at the 
level of the political elite. The developments within individual peace processes are 
equally varied: considerable progress may be evident in some cases, but negoti-
ations may have broken down or come to a standstill elsewhere. The Yearbook on 

mailto:s_lienert%40terre-des-femmes.ch?subject=
http://syracuseuniversitypress.syr.edu/spring-2013/globalization-social-movements.html
http://syracuseuniversitypress.syr.edu/spring-2013/globalization-social-movements.html
http://syracuseuniversitypress.syr.edu/spring-2013/globalization-social-movements.html
http://syracuseuniversitypress.syr.edu/spring-2013/globalization-social-movements.html
http://syracuseuniversitypress.syr.edu/spring-2013/globalization-social-movements.html
http://escolapau.uab.es/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=533:anuarios-procesos&catid=46&Itemid=66&lang=en
http://escolapau.uab.es/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=533:anuarios-procesos&catid=46&Itemid=66&lang=en
http://escolapau.uab.es/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=533:anuarios-procesos&catid=46&Itemid=66&lang=en
http://escolapau.uab.es/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=533:anuarios-procesos&catid=46&Itemid=66&lang=en
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WEB TIP

Peace Processes tries to capture this diversity. It provides a global overview of the 
developments in this area throughout the past year, summarises the key elements 
of each process and presents general findings. The latest edition of the Yearbook 
is available online, along with previous versions.

Peacebuilding at the click of a Mouse? 
Social Movements for Generation Y

It is hard to imagine the social movements of the 21st century without the use of 
digital communication technologies. The online platforms Avaaz and Change.org 
are prime examples of one way in which civil society activism has expanded into 
the virtual world. They offer users across the globe the opportunity to support 
existing petitions or to add weight and draw media attention to their own demands 
to political or economic decision-makers by obtaining the endorsement of other 
users. These demands range from the fight against social injustices through to 
environmental concerns and campaigning for human rights, the rule of law and 
peace. Global issues – such as reducing CO2 emissions, for example – feature just 
as prominently in the catalogue of petitions as the fates of individuals or calls for 
action in regional crises such as the one in South Sudan.

 Both platforms record user figures in the high double-digit million range, which 
gives an indication of the potential offered by digital media in enlisting the support 
of a wide audience for peace policy and other political issues. Visitors can quickly 
browse through Avaaz’s user-friendly selection of ongoing online campaigns or 
use the keyword search function to pick their way through the petition jungle on 
Change.org. This makes it possible for people to access information on grassroots 
movements all over the world, in a variety of languages, and to get involved in civil 
society activism from their desks. In terms of the value of the information available, 
however, online campaigns are limited: in the interests of generating a more pow-
erful mobilising effect, petitions in areas such as peacebuilding usually fall short 
of the complexity of conflict contexts in favour of emotionally charged language, 
“clear” assignments of blame and (overly?) simple solutions.

Links

Avaaz

Change.org

INTERNATIONAL

International Partner Organisations

Info

News from the international 
peacebuilding scene and the 
KOFF partner organisations.

Berghof Foundation

Francophone Network of Expertise and Training for Peace-keeping Operations

The Francophone network of expertise and training for peace-keeping operations 
(Réseau d’expertise et de formation francophone pour les opérations de paix – 
REFFOP) was launched on 14 January 2014. This initiative, established by the  
Delegation for Peace, Democracy and Human Rights (DDHDP) of the International 
Organisation of La Francophonie (IOF), is designed to bring together French- 
speaking players engaged in peace-keeping operations and strengthen the  
collaboration with non-francophone organisations operating in French-speaking 

http://www.avaaz.org/en/
http://www.change.org/en-GB
http://www.berghof-foundation.org/en/
http://reffop.francophonie.org/
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CDA Collaborative 
Learning Projects

Conciliation 
Resources

EIP

EPLO

forumZFD

FriEnt

Geneva Peacebuilding 
Platform

GIZ

GPPAC Foundation

International Alert

Plattform Zivile 
Konfliktbearbeitung

post-conflict countries. The network thus seeks to encourage the mobilisation 
of French civilian expertise and to promote the use of French in peace-keeping 
operations.

European Institute of Peace

The mediation sector welcomed a new player last month. The European Institute 
of Peace (EIP) was founded on 12 May in Brussels by a group of nine European 
countries (Belgium, Finland, Hungary, Italy, Luxembourg, Poland, Spain, Sweden 
and Switzerland). Inspired by the models of the US Institute of Peace, swisspeace 
or the International Crisis Group, it seeks to support peaceful solutions and 
strengthen Europe’s capacity for dialogue and mediation in order to prevent, manage 
and resolve international conflicts. It aims to provide conflict analyses, training, 
mediation and coaching, thereby expanding the range of diplomatic instruments 
available in Europe. As such, it is a means of guaranteeing that European diplomacy 
is upheld through multiple channels as well as an operational centre bringing  
together expertise and knowledge.

International Alert

Within disadvantaged communities in Nepal, tradition and a lack of education 
often mean that many victims of crime turn to informal and traditional forms of 
justice. While it would be better if fair trials were guaranteed, the formal justice 
system provokes feelings of mistrust and remains an expensive and unknown 
quantity for these communities. Having recognised this problem, International 
Alert has worked in partnership with the Supreme Court of Nepal and the National 
Judicial Academy to develop a set of common principles to increase respect for 
the law. This programme, funded by the European Union, trains guarantors of local 
justice in Nepalese laws, assists them in respecting human rights and gender- 
specific standards and helps them not go beyond their mandate by passing judgment 
on criminal cases. 

CALENDAR

Upcoming Events

On 4 June, the Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF) is holding a roundtable on gender 
equality and the empowerment of women in Egyptian society. Further information 
and registration.

As part of the “From European Peace Project to Global Actor” project, the Euro-
pean Peacebuilding Liaison Office (EPLO) is organising a conference in Rome on 
Wednesday 4 June in collaboration with the European Network for Civil Peace Services. 
The role of Italy in European peace policy will be a central topic of discussion. With 
Italy due to assume the presidency of the Council of the European Union in July 
2014, the host country’s approach to the Common Security and Defence Policy will 
also be on the conference agenda. Further information and registration.

“Peacebuilding Success and Failure: Reconsidered from the Ground” is the heading 
of two events organised by the Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF). A public conference 
at 18.15 p.m. on 10 June at the University of Basel and a roundtable on the following 
day in Bern will focus on the effectiveness of peacebuilding programmes and  
discuss in how far more attention has to be paid to everyday elements of peace-
building practice in this regard. Registration to the roundtable until 6 June.

04/06/2014

04/06/2014

10-11/06/2014

http://www.cdacollaborative.org/
http://www.cdacollaborative.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://eip.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.forumzfd.de/en/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gpplatform.ch/
http://www.gpplatform.ch/
http://www.giz.de/en/html/index.html
http://www.gppac.net/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.eip.org/
http://www.eip.org/
http://www.international-alert.org/news/fair-inclusive-and-accountable
http://www.international-alert.org/news/fair-inclusive-and-accountable
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/koff/Documents/Egypt_final.pdf
mailto:jeanne.luethy%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://www.en-cps.org/
http://www.eplo.org/the-eu-and-peacebuilding-from-european-peace-project-to-global-actor.html
mailto:nhabbida%40eplo.org?subject=
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/koff/Documents/Invitation_Public_conference_Success_and_Failure.pdf
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/koff/Documents/Invitation_KOFF_Roundtable_Success_and_Failure.pdf
mailto:sara.hellmueller%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
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11/06/2014

As this year’s chair of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
(OSCE), Switzerland is hosting a conference in Bern in early June. The event will 
focus on the role of states, civil society organisations and human rights defenders 
in promoting human rights and fundamental freedoms. Further information.

swisspeace is organising an online information event on the Certificate of  
Advanced Studies (CAS) in Civilian Peacebuilding Course at 12.30 p.m. on 11 June. 
Further information and course registration until 30 June.

The Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF) is holding a public conference in Bern on  
12 June on “Human Rights Defenders at Risk – What measures does Switzerland 
take?”. Human rights defenders, politicians and representatives of Swiss and 
international organisations will discuss the risks involved in human rights work, 
the implementation of the “Swiss Guidelines on the Protection of Human Rights 
Defenders” and the role of civil society in Switzerland and abroad. Further infor-
mation and registration.

This year’s Eschborn Dialogue will take place in mid-June under the heading 
“World in motion: mobility, migration, digital change”. The conference run by the 
German Society for International Co-operation (GIZ) brings together experts from 
the worlds of politics and business and representatives of civil society to discuss 
the challenges involved in international cooperation and to debate the importance 
of new media in the context of political upheavals. Further information and regis-
tration.

This month, the Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF) will be holding a roundtable  
focusing on the political measures and normative approaches for improving 
gender equality, the establishment of gender-sensitive perspectives on a broader 
basis and the effects of all these elements on the power relations between men 
and women in the context of peacebuilding. Further information and registration.

The Austrian Study Centre for Peace and Conflict Resolution (ASPR) is running a 
summer academy at Schlaining Castle (known as the “Peace Castle”) from 6 to 
11 July. During a series of talks and workshops with the title “Force for peace? 
Dealing with the justification of military intervention“, researchers, media repre-
sentatives, members of civil society and people involved in public administration 
will discuss the legitimacy and limits of military and civilian interventions. Further 
information and Facebook page.

In the KOFF calendar you can find more information about upcoming roundtables 
and events organised by KOFF.

12/06/2014

17-18/06/2014

19/06/2014

16-11/07/2014

KOFF calendar

10-11/06/2014

http://www.osce.org/events
https://collab.switch.ch/r3gf3uq1f95/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/cas-courses/civilian-peacebuilding/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/cas-courses/civilian-peacebuilding/application-fees/application-form/
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/news/coming-up/
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/news/coming-up/
mailto:anna.leissing%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://www.giz.de/en/mediacenter/23359.html
http://www.giz.de/en/mediacenter/23359.html
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/koff/Documents/Invitation_Gender_Roundtable.pdf
mailto:Jeanne.luethy%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://www.aspr.friedensburg.at/konferenzen-und-veranstaltungen/internationale-sommerakademie/
http://www.aspr.friedensburg.at/konferenzen-und-veranstaltungen/internationale-sommerakademie/
https://www.facebook.com/Friedensburg.Schlaining
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/news/coming-up/
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http://koff.swisspeace.ch/
http://swisspeace.ch/
mailto:marie.seidel%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:benjamin.veress%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/
http://www.alliancesud.ch/en%3Fset_language%3Den%26cl%3Den
http://www.demilitarisation.org/spip.php?breve8&lang=en
http://www.bahai.ch/?lang=en
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/index.php%3Fid%3D1%26L%3D2
http://www.caritas.ch/en/home/
http://www.caux.iofc.org/en/home
http://www.cfd-ch.org/e/index.php
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch/
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch/
http://www.hirondelle.org/%3Flang%3Den
http://ifor-mir.ch/de/
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/eng/aktuell.php
http://www.genevacall.org/
http://www.graines-de-paix.org/
http://www.graines-de-paix.org/
http://www.greencross.ch/en/home.html
http://www.gsoa.ch/home/
http://www.heks.ch/en/
http://www.helvetas.org/
http://www.iicp.ch/en
http://www.interpeace.org/
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.medienhilfe.ch/index.php%3Fid%3D1
http://www.mission-21.org/en/index/
http://www.miva.ch/en/portrait.html
http://www.miva.ch/en/portrait.html
http://www.refbejuso.ch/
http://www.peacebrigades.ch
http://www.peacewatch.ch/
http://www.quno.org/
http://www.quno.org/
http://www.sad.ch/en/
http://www.friedensrat.ch/friedensrat/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.gfbv.ch/de/
http://www.solidar.ch/en/
http://www.scich.org/de/
http://www.sos-kinderdorf.ch/
https://www.swissaid.ch/en/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/sites/home/index.html%3Flang2%3Den
https://www.redcross.ch
http://www.fluechtlingshilfe.ch/about-us%3Fset_language%3Den
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/en/
http://www.terredeshommessuisse.ch/
http://www.trial-ch.org/en/home.html
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/Women_for_Peace/women_for_peace.html
http://www.worldvision.ch
mailto:info%40ugz.ch?subject=
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