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Acts of violence against human rights activists in Guatemala, journalists murdered in Honduras, drug trafficking and 
armed gangs in El Salvador, and impunity and corruption at every level of society: Central America – the Northern Triangle 
(Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador) in particular – faces enormous problems. Although the wars ended more than a 
decade ago, positive peace still remains out of reach. However, the establishment of a culture of peace through education 
in El Salvador, the reform of the security system in Honduras, the rehabilitation of female victims of violence in Guatemala 
and the creation of platforms promoting exchange, dialogue and awareness like Foro Suizo all constitute steps towards a 
peaceful society. This issue outlines the problems and challenges faced by the region through a number of accounts from 
Swiss civil society players and government institutions.
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FOCUS

Human Rights in Conflict: 
Natural Resources in Guatemala

Resource conflicts around the world do not occur in isolation; they are closely linked to developments in the global 
political economy and general structural, socio-economic, cultural and ethnic disparities. When it comes to resolving 
conflicts surrounding access to and the use of natural resources, challenges arise when human rights-based approaches 
and conflict transformation meet, as these two approaches can have both positive and negative effects on a conflict. 
The conflicts over resources in Guatemala offer a prime example of this problem.

The interests of human rights organisations, economic actors, rural communities 
and the political elite in Guatemala are highly polarised. Only a month ago, violence 
erupted as a conflict surrounding the planned construction of a gold mine near 
Guatemala City escalated once again. Members of the Peaceful Resistance  
Movement La Puya, who have been blocking access to the mine site in their local 
area for around two years by staging a sit-down protest, were attacked by some 
300 security force personnel from the National Police. Women and adolescents 
were injured, while several people were arrested and are currently standing trial. 
The forcible suppression of social movements and the criminalisation of people 
who stand up for their rights are not isolated incidents in Guatemala; they are part 
of a general conflict dynamic concerning the exploitation of the country’s natural 
resources. While the largely indigenous rural communities, who depend on land 
and resources to make a living, claim their rights enshrined in the Guatemalan 
constitution and international treaties, these very rights are disregarded by a 
national political, economic and military elite under the pretext of serving national 
interests. Human rights violations in the context of a highly disproportionate 
political power balance are one of the root causes of conflict in Guatemala and at 
the same time a consequence of conflicts over resources. Should peacebuilding 
therefore focus on enforcing human rights and the principles of the rule of law?  

 Experiences in practice suggest that the human rights approach has little 
positive effect on the generally highly polarised situation surrounding resource 
conflicts in Guatemala. in 2010, for example, the inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights called on the Guatemalan government to temporarily close a gold 
mine on the western side of the country due to its negative impact on people and 
the environment, but in reality the mining operations did not even cease for a 
single day. in countries where a judicial system corrupted by politics has led to 
deficiencies in the rule of law, the human rights approach seems to have only a 
very limited effect, as it attempts to tackle a problem of a political nature at a 
legal level. Moreover, in polarised contexts like Guatemala, human rights organisa-
tions rarely have access to a group of actors who are crucial to resource-related 
conflicts: transnational businesses and international investors. These are part of 
a global market economy that creates incentives for resource-rich countries like 
Guatemala to prioritise a national development strategy focused on exploiting and 
exporting resources over the interests and rights of the local population. Against 
this backdrop, calls for the state and businesses to respect human rights are seen 
as taking sides in the conflict. Human rights organisations are frequently accused 
of stirring up conflicts further by adopting a unilateral position, thus making it 
impossible to establish constructive interaction between the conflicting parties.

 Could conflict transformation, with the instrument of dialogue, perhaps offer a 
potential solution here? in the case of conflicts of interest, it is essential to bring 
all the conflicting parties around one table in order to foster mutual understanding 
and negotiate their different interests. However, this raises the question of whether 
a dialogue between unequal parties would run the risk of favouring existing power 
structures. A roundtable for resolving a conflict over the construction of a cement 
factory in southern Guatemala, for example, had to be abandoned after a short 
time because the company involved had failed to abide by the rules and pressed 
ahead with building the factory while discussions were still going on.  

http://koff.swisspeace.ch/topics/resource-conflicts/
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/topics/resource-conflicts/
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The media reported that the representatives of the local communities had given 
their permission to resume construction during the course of the dialogue. Experi- 
ences like this lead many local communities to believe that, rather than bringing 
about a solution to a conflict, dialogue simply serves as another instrument for 
those in a position of power to assert their own interests. To many people, it seems 
obvious: what transnational enterprise would have an interest in giving the local 
communities promises of land, water and health if it can enforce its commercial 
interests with the support of the national government and the military? Not enough 
attention is paid to these political power balances in the current approaches to 
conflict transformation, which means that the underlying causes of conflicts  
– such as national and international political power structures – are left neglected. 
However, since it is not possible to achieve lasting peace if the rights and interests 
of certain segments of the population are systematically ignored, conflict trans-
formation must include an analysis of this political dimension of resource-related 
conflicts.

 With regard to resource conflicts in Guatemala, it is also worth asking how 
the relative strengths of the human rights approach and conflict transformation 
can be harnessed for the benefit of peacebuilding and how conflict-aggravating 
effects can be avoided. With a wide-ranging membership at its base, the Centre 
for Peacebuilding (KOFF) provides the ideal platform for promoting mutual learning 
processes based on practical experiences in the balance between human rights 
and conflict transformation. it is also able to encourage an integrated approach, 
involving both human rights and conflict transformation, which combines political 
analysis of the structural causes of conflict with professional peacebuilding  
instruments.

Further information

KOFF 
Anna Leissing

KOFF - SWiSSPEACE

Coordinating the Efforts for  
Human Rights and Peace in Guatemala

Various member organisations of the Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF) have been 
committed to peacebuilding and development in Guatemala for many years. They 
have gained the trust of local partners for their efforts in areas such as rural develop- 
ment, education and training or cultural promotion. However, the ongoing political 
processes in the precarious trade-off between fragility and the rule of law, oligarchy 
and democracy, war and peace are also in need of attention and support from inter- 
national actors. After all, even though 18 years have passed since the end of the 
civil war, Guatemalan society is still polarised by the issue of dealing with the past 
and scarred by social conflicts and human rights violations.

 Global framework conditions for development cooperation and hostility towards 
international actors in Guatemala have limited the ability of Swiss organisations 
working in the country to promote structural change, the protection of human rights 
and peacebuilding at political level. However, with the Swiss Federal Council’s  
decision to close the Swiss embassy in Guatemala in spring 2012, it became palpably 
clear that cooperation and lobbying activities needed to be intensified. 

 This led to the establishment of the Swiss Forum for Human Rights and Peace 
in Guatemala (Foro Suizo) in May 2014, following a development process supported 
by KOFF. The Foro Suizo, a consortium of 14 organisations operating in or working 
on Guatemala, supplements the programme and project work carried out by Swiss 
actors in the country in terms of representing interests and lobbying. it represents 
the standpoints agreed on by its members vis-à-vis the Swiss authorities while also 
introducing them directly into the country via the international Platform against  

mailto:Anna.leissing%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
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swisspeace 
Franziska Sigrist
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impunity, a lobbying platform set up by European non-governmental organisations. 
This promotion of an active, effective and coherent development, human rights 
and peace policy for Swiss actors is designed to help bring about a constructive 
transformation of the social conflicts in Guatemala. KOFF will continue supporting 
this process.

Further information

KOFF  
Anna Leissing

Conflict Prevention & 
Early Warning Course

Ever since United Nations Secretary General Boutros Boutros Ghali issued his 
Agenda for Peace in 1992, the prevention of violent conflict and the early detection 
of tensions has been a core topic in the international peacebuilding discourse. 
The 1994 Rwanda genocide, in particular, gave efforts a boost, as it once more 
revealed the need to develop robust conflict prevention schemes. Despite these 
endeavours, and although investing in prevention makes much more sense from  
a cost-benefit perspective than providing cure in the aftermath of war, applied 
conflict prevention still remains in its infancy. 

 Given the unabated relevance of the topic, the Conflict Prevention & Early Warning 
Course, consisting of a 5-day on-site component and online assignments, provides 
an insight into key academic findings on conflict prevention; a synopsis of current 
conflict prevention efforts; and an overview of possible avenues to enhance conflict 
prevention and conflict early warning. Leading scholars and experienced practi-
tioners facilitate this course.

 Taking place on 10-14 November at the swisspeace Academy in Basel, the 
course is designed for practitioners and academics interested in bridging their own 
experiences with current academic insights and practical knowledge on conflict 
prevention and early warning. This course can also be taken as one module of the 
new swisspeace Master of Advanced Studies in Peace & Conflict Transformation 
programme. Registrations close on 31 August.

KOFF Training Series 2014/15

Links

KOFF Training Series 2014/15

CAS Peacebuilding  
Methodologies Course 

in its training series 2014/15, the Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF) offers govern-
mental and non-governmental peacebuilding actors five opportunities for mutual 
learning, skills training and experience sharing. The practice-driven trainings are 
held in English and take place in Bern. Registrations close three weeks prior to the 
respective course start. KOFF trainings can now be combined to a Certificate of 
Advanced Studies in Peacebuilding Methodologies.

 > Taking Action – Designing Effective Peacebuilding Projects 
 15-17 October 2014

What are key criteria for designing, implementing and evaluating peacebuilding pro-
jects? Building on the basics of Project Cycle Management, this training explores 
methodological challenges and highlights best practices for working in complex 
environments.

http://academy.swisspeace.ch/other-courses/conflict-prevention/aim-target-audience/
mailto:cas%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:anna.leissing%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/activities/training-series/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/cas-courses/methodologies/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/cas-courses/methodologies/
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Santa Tecla: A Fertile Ground 
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interpeace: Latin America 
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interpeace

Further information

swisspeace 
Franziska Sigrist
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 > Analysing Conflicts Revisited – from Theory to Practice 
 26-28 November 2014

What are root causes, drivers, actors and dynamics of a conflict? The KOFF training 
offers guidance on conflict analysis tool selection and presents lessons drawn 
from field practice on carrying out and updating effective conflict analysis.

 > How Do i Effectively Contribute to Peace?  
 Personal Competencies for Peacebuilding 
 25-27 March 2015

How can we – as individuals – effect positive change in our immediate personal, 
institutional and programmatic peacebuilding contexts? This training strengthens 
participants’ competencies to achieve their personal and institutional peacebuilding 
goals.

 > Managing Programs in Fragile and Conflict-Affected Situations 
 29 April - 1 May 2015

How can external interventions foster positive impact on a conflict and mitigate 
negative side effects? The KOFF training explores how conflict sensitivity can 
be integrated in all strategic and operational aspects of working in fragile and 
conflict-affected contexts.

 > Connecting Human Rights and Conflict Transformation –  
 from Concepts to Practice 
 10-12 June 2015

Despite wide recognition of the close links between human rights, conflict, peace 
and development, these fields are often treated separately. This training links human 
rights and conflict transformation concepts in practice.

SWiSS NGOs

Towards a Sustainable Peace 
in El Salvador

Until recently, El Salvador was ranked as the second most violent country in the 
world. The majority of this violence has stemmed from a gang conflict between the 
two main gangs, MS 13 and Barrio 18. Two mediators were able to initiate negoti-
ations with the gang leaders. Fatigued by the toll the violence was taking on their 
own members, on 8 March 2012, the leaders called a truce, agreeing to a cessation 
of hostilities and pledging to reduce their criminal activity. As a result, homicide 
rates have dropped by 60 percent. The truce provided an opportunity to launch a 
broader process of violence reduction. it was rolled out across the country between 
the gangs and a group of 11 municipalities. 

 interpeace has been supporting the truce facilitators and working with the 
mayors of those territories who have declared their municipalities as violence-free 
zones. A network of gang members serves as communal facilitators and helps 
strengthen collaboration between local authorities, communities and gangs. Job 
creation is a top priority to ensure alternative sources of income for former gang 
members. in order to achieve this goal, interpeace supports the Humanitarian 
Foundation. The Humanitarian Foundation brings together representatives of 
the private sector in an effort to support the violence reduction process. it helps 
create education opportunities and jobs for youth at risk and promotes a national 
dialogue among key social actors. 

http://www.interpeace.org/publications/central-american-youth-programme/408-ilopango-one-year-later
http://www.interpeace.org/publications/central-american-youth-programme/409-santa-tecla-a-fertile-ground-to-reduce-violence-english
http://www.interpeace.org/publications/central-american-youth-programme/409-santa-tecla-a-fertile-ground-to-reduce-violence-english
http://www.interpeace-lao.org/
http://www.interpeace-lao.org/
http://www.interpeace.org/
mailto:training%40swisspeace.ch?subject=


Link

Brücke Le pont in El Salvador
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 Santa Tecla and ilopango are two examples of violence-free municipalities that 
have been part of the violence reduction process. Two years after the beginning 
of this process, interpeace assessed its impact on these local communities and 
published reports on developments in each municipality.

 The Salvadoran process shows the importance of finding alternative approaches 
to violence reduction. Solutions must target the causes of conflict to address  
current challenges related to crime and violence. 

Further information

interpeace 
Ana Glenda Tager

Further information

Brücke Le pont 
José Balmer

Youth in El Salvador: 
Combatting Violence with Education

Central America acts as a bridge for the drugs trade from South to North America. 
Organised crime has a stranglehold on the region. The drug mafia and youth gangs 
– known as maras – have no trouble finding collaborators amongst the poor. They 
control the shanty towns and extort protection money even from small roadside 
stalls and flower sellers on street corners. The future prospects for young people 
here are bleak, and many of them attempt to escape to the USA.

 in the slums of San Salvador, young people are taking a brave stand against 
everyday violence with support from the aid organisation Brücke Le pont. Three 
of Brücke Le pont’s partner organisations are offering a short, practice-oriented 
vocational training course and running a programme entitled “Cultura de Paz” – 
a culture of peace. Under these schemes, young people learn how to deal with 
conflicts, resolve them peacefully and come to terms with the injustice they have 
experienced. This boosts their self-confidence and gives them encouragement. 
Many young people who used to view their situation as hopeless now realise that 
they can do something about it and play a part in building a better future.

 The young people have formed committees in their districts in order to put their 
ideas and wishes into practice. in these groups, they discuss their situation, seek 
opportunities for further improvement, organise leisure activities and raise aware-
ness amongst people of all ages through schools and neighbourhood contacts to 
pave the way for a peaceful coexistence. They also put forward suggestions to 
the local authorities on how public spaces in their districts can be transformed 
into more attractive places, better maintained and kept safe. The authorities take 
them seriously and have already shown an interest in some of their ideas. They 
cannot work miracles, however – the young people know that peace must be culti-
vated one small step at a time.

Guatemala: Creating an Active Culture of 
Peace through High-Quality Education

Link

Pestalozzi Children’s 
Foundation in Guatemala

Guatemala is a divided country. Although unofficial statistics claim that the indi-
genous population – which consists of 25 ethnic groups – makes up more than half 
of the country’s total population, it is largely excluded from many spheres of life. 
Many of the indigenous people live in poverty, find themselves underrepresented 
in politics and cultivate land that does not belong to them. 

http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/index.php%3Fid%3D15
mailto:tager%40interpeace.org?subject=
mailto:jose.balmer%40bruecke-lepont.ch?subject=
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/en/what-we-do/education-programmes-worldwide/central-america/guatemala/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/en/what-we-do/education-programmes-worldwide/central-america/guatemala/
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Peace Brigades international 
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Honduras, a new perspective 
on Human Rights?
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Further information

Pestalozzi Children’s 
Foundation 
Gisela Wattendorff

 The widening gulf within the Guatemalan population is also reflected in the 
education system: many ethnic minority children from rural areas, and girls in 
general, are not enrolled in school, leave school early or finish their primary school 
education without any reading, writing or mathematical skills. This is due to a 
number of factors: a lack of professional skills amongst the teaching staff, cor-
ruption and a curriculum which focuses on learning by rote and obedience rather 
than acquiring applicable knowledge and developing curiosity and participation. 
Although bilingual teaching in Spanish and the native languages of the ethnic 
minorities is enshrined in law, Spanish is used almost everywhere as language of 
instruction.

 The Pestalozzi Children’s Foundation works with its partner organisations 
in Guatemala to help provide training and further education for state teachers 
in statebuilding, political and intercultural education and children’s rights, thus 
improving the quality of teaching. Pedagogical methods and tools are used to 
encourage children to actively participate – in school committees, for example. 
Existing structures and processes are taken into account and developed further 
in line with a human rights-based approach. The foundation provides training for 
parents, teachers and community members to enable them to stand up for their 
rights in parent or local committees. This promotes a mutual understanding across 
the boundaries of language, ethnicity and gender and paves the way towards an 
active culture of peace.

Being a Journalist in Honduras 
is a Risky Business

Further information

Peace Brigades international 
Jean-David Rochat

in accordance with Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
“everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes 
freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart 
information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.” 

 On 28 May, journalist Hernán Cruz Barnica was murdered in western Honduras. 
He presented Otro nivel, a daily radio show on community radio station Opoa, la 
voz de la Esperanza, dedicated to the country’s human rights issues. He is the 
latest in a long series of murdered journalists. Since the coup which took place on 
28 June 2009, this small Central American country has rivalled Brazil and Mexico 
in terms of the number of journalists and newspaper cartoonists that have been 
murdered: 35 journalists have been killed in Honduras since 2009 and censor-
ship, intimidation and threats are rife. These crimes have largely been met with 
total impunity. As such, Honduras is ranked 129th out of 180 countries in the latest 
World Press Freedom index published by Reporters without Borders.

 Dina Meza, a journalist campaigning for the cause and, thus, a potential target 
has recently begun to receive support from Peace Brigades international (PBi). She 
says that the murdered journalists, as well as those who are under threat, are often 
those investigating agrarian conflicts, the impact of mining projects, political cor-
ruption and organised crime. Following requests from several civil organisations in 
Honduras and after conducting an in-depth analysis on the human rights situation 
in the country, PBi opened an office there in November 2013. There are currently 
four international volunteers working for the organisation in Honduras.

http://www.peacebrigades.ch/fr/projets-internationaux/honduras/
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/fr/projets-internationaux/honduras/
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/publikationen_pbi_internatioal/201403_HR_Elections.pdf
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/publikationen_pbi_internatioal/201403_HR_Elections.pdf
mailto:g.wattendorff%40pestalozzi.ch?subject=
mailto:Jean-david.rochat%40peacebrigades.ch?subject=
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Further information

HELVETAS 
imma Mäder

HELVETAS Focuses on 
Water Conflicts in Bolivia

Links

HELVETAS in Bolivia

CONCERTAR project

Ensuring efficient, transparent and participatory water policy and management 
is the best way to avoid future conflicts over water. The CONCERTAR programme, 
which is funded by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and 
implemented by HELVETAS Swiss intercooperation (HELVETAS), was set up with 
precisely this aim in mind. Since 2007, CONCERTAR has been facilitating coordination 
between various levels of government on water policy, strengthening communities 
when it comes to planning investments and promoting the greater involvement of 
the Bolivian people in planning, making decisions on and reviewing these policies 
and investments. HELVETAS Bolivia has studied several local conflicts to identify 
factors which have particular potential to cause conflict. in Bolivia’s case, these 
include the unequal distribution of access to water, water systems that extend 
across several political communities, traditional and formal water usage rights, 
and projects which have been planned and implemented without due care. 

 in order to focus its attention on current conflicts, HELVETAS Bolivia has written 
a simple guide to conflict management, which it has given out to local partners. 
Although the training sessions showed that this topic area was uncharted territory 
for many of them, a large number of the partners showed a keen interest in it. Under 
the guidance of two dedicated partner organisations, conflicts were identified and 
processes were initiated to find concrete solutions. The first step involved raising 
awareness of the issue amongst local civil society, before going on to conduct a 
conflict analysis with the actors concerned. This process ensured that the initia-
tive gained the support of local actors. The analysis highlighted specific solutions 
which were acceptable to all parties, such as fencing off a water source to pre-
serve the quality of the water or establishing a local water committee to revise 
rules and regulations. HELVETAS provided support and some of the financing for 
these schemes.

SWiSS GOVERNMENT AGENCiES

Links

Human Security Division of 
the FDFA

Fundación Sobrevivientes

Violence against Women in Guatemala: 
Engagement against impunity

Between 2003 and 2007, the Human Security Division (HSD) of the Swiss Federal 
Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) implemented a peace and human rights pro-
gramme in Guatemala. Although Guatemala has not been a priority country for the 
HSD since 2007, support is still being provided for specific activities along the two 
strategically important post-conflict axes of dealing with the past and reducing 
armed violence in conjunction with the Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and 
Development.

 One example of this continued support is the HSD’s collaboration with the  
Fundación Sobrevivientes. This non-governmental organisation, which was set up  
by women’s rights campaigner Norma Cruz in 2006, takes a holistic approach to 
combatting violence against women. On the one hand, it provides specific assistance 
to women and children who have been subjected to violence and offers psycho- 
social support. On the other hand, the foundation tries to promote schemes to 

mailto:Imma.M%C3%A4der%40helvetas.org?subject=
http://www.helvetas.org/projects___countries/countries/bolivia.cfm
http://bolivia.helvetas.org/actividades/proyectos_en_bolivia/programa_concertar/
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/dfa/orgcha/sectio/pad/pad4.html
http://www.sobrevivientes.org/index.html
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Swiss Agency for Develop-
ment and Cooperation  
in Honduras

Further information

FDFA 
Rahel Fischer
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raise awareness of murders of women, thus helping to counteract the problem of  
widespread impunity. With the help of a team of lawyers, it provides legal guidance 
for the victims’ families. Another important aspect of the Fundación Sobrevivientes’ 
work is its lobbying and public relations activities, which are designed to raise 
awareness of violence against women and thus prevent it from happening.

Security Policy in Honduras: 
Civilised or Militarised?

Further information

SDC 
Thomas Jenatsch

The police in Honduras have a bad reputation and are often associated with cor-
ruption and human rights violations. in 2013, the Swiss Agency for Development 
and Cooperation (SDC) launched a reform programme in collaboration with the 
inter-American Development Bank and the Honduran Ministry of Public Security. 
This initiative aims to establish an efficient civilian police force that is accessible 
to the public and takes not only repressive, but also preventive action. An impor-
tant step in this process is the training of new police officers, with the intention 
being to train up around 700 to 1,000 police officers in 2014 based on a new cur-
riculum, which places greater weight on human rights and communication with the 
public.

 As security reform is primarily a political process, a shared vision on security, 
supported by politicians and society, is essential. in an effort to give a greater 
voice to civil society, Switzerland is lending its support to the Alliance for Peace 
and Justice. This broad Honduran civil society movement runs campaigns de-
signed to encourage public debate on security reform, while also setting itself up 
as an expert, yet critical dialogue partner for the government.

 The alliance is committed to raising the profile of civil society. However, in order 
for the reform programme to get underway properly, a stronger commitment is 
needed from the government, which is sending out ambiguous signals. President 
Juan Orlando Hernández is backing social prevention initiatives on the one hand, 
but on the other hand he is pressing ahead with setting up a military police force 
to tackle organised crime head on. Human rights monitors are warning against any 
militarisation of security policy and society. Meanwhile, the word from govern-
ment circles is that the military police will be complementary to the civilian police. 
The success of the security reform depends on how contradictions like these are 
resolved and whether internal political forces for reform can be pooled together. 
One thing is for certain: reforming the security sector in a weak state takes a great 
deal of patience.

PUBLiCATiONS

Link

GiZ. Promoting Women’s  
Participation in Peace Nego-
tiations and Peace Processes

Women in Peace Processes

in 2012, UN Women stated in a review of peace processes conducted since 1992 
that just four percent of all signatories of peace agreements were women. it also 
revealed that the proportion of women amongst observers of peace negotiations 
was even lower, at 3.7 percent, and that less than one tenth of the delegation 
members involved in peace talks were female. A new publication from the German 

https://www.deza.admin.ch/en/Home/Projects/Selected_projects/Prevention_of_violence_in_Honduras
https://www.deza.admin.ch/en/Home/Projects/Selected_projects/Prevention_of_violence_in_Honduras
https://www.deza.admin.ch/en/Home/Projects/Selected_projects/Prevention_of_violence_in_Honduras
mailto:Thomas.jenatsch%40eda.admin.ch?subject=
http://www.genderingermandevelopment.net/files/images/Tool%20Kit%20Promoting%20Women%27s%20Participation%20in%20Peace%20Negotiations%20and%20Peace%20Processes.pdf
http://www.genderingermandevelopment.net/files/images/Tool%20Kit%20Promoting%20Women%27s%20Participation%20in%20Peace%20Negotiations%20and%20Peace%20Processes.pdf
http://www.genderingermandevelopment.net/files/images/Tool%20Kit%20Promoting%20Women%27s%20Participation%20in%20Peace%20Negotiations%20and%20Peace%20Processes.pdf
mailto:rahel.fischer%40eda.admin.ch?subject=
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WEB TiP

Society for international Cooperation (GiZ) asks what international actors can 
do to counteract this substantial underrepresentation of women. Based on the 
findings from two international workshops, the online publication is designed as a 
practice-oriented guide; as well as highlighting the challenges and opportunities 
of increasing the participation of women in peace processes, it presents concrete 
courses of action for both state and non-governmental actors.

Taking a Close Look at Peacebuilding

From South East Asia to Africa’s Great Lakes: peace processes and the involvement 
of international actors in these transformations raise questions. This year’s fourth 
swisspeace Working Paper uses the example of ituri in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo to offer new perspectives on how international and local actors can improve 
cooperation. in addition, the latest edition in this series of publications looks at 
Myanmar and investigates how unintentional effects – the “footprint” of interna-
tional peacebuilding – can be reduced. Myanmar is also the focus of swisspeace’s 
new Catalyzing Reflections series. in the three editions, local actors examine the 
ongoing peace processes from a gender perspective, analyse the ceasefire nego-
tiations and highlight the need for civil society involvement in peace efforts.

A Year in Review – the 2013 Annual Reports

The swisspeace Annual Report for 2013 presents readers with a brief historical 
overview of the past 25 years and offers various insights into the latest activities 
of the Swiss Peace Foundation. Even though the “prospects for peace” do not 
shine through everywhere, as the article on the situation in South Sudan shows, 
the report demonstrates how swisspeace is helping to create a more peaceful 
world by following a constructive, knowledge-based approach and working in 
close cooperation with local organisations. in its own 2013 Annual Report, the 
Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF) at swisspeace presents its activities in places 
such as Central America, the latest discussions relating to working in fragile 
contexts and the continued development of expertise in civilian peacebuilding 
amongst its member organisations.

Links

swisspeace Annual Report 
2013

KOFF Annual Report 2013

An Exchange Platform for 
Swiss Development Policy

in May, the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) launched an 
exchange platform for Swiss development policy. it is intended to provide informa-
tion on new trends and Switzerland’s involvement and positioning in international 
development cooperation and to stimulate an exchange between federal agencies,  

Link

Exchange Platform for Swiss 
Development Policy

http://www.swisspeace.ch/publications/working-papers.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/topics/mediation/publications.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/topics/mediation/publications.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/aboutus/annual-reports.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/aboutus/annual-reports.html
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/about/annual-report/
http://www.sdc-devpol.ch/
http://www.sdc-devpol.ch/
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iNTERNATiONAL

info

News from the international 
peacebuilding scene and 
KOFF partner organisations.

Berghof Foundation

CDA Collaborative 
Learning Projects

Conciliation 
Resources

EiP

EPLO

forumZFD

FriEnt

Geneva Peacebuilding 
Platform

GiZ

GPPAC Foundation

international Alert

Plattform Zivile 
Konfliktbearbeitung

international Partner Organisations

non-governmental and private-sector organisations and researchers on these 
issues. The platform offers visitors an overview of key topics and debates in 
development cooperation and SDC’s activities in this area. Further topic-specific 
links and publications give users the chance to find out more detailed information, 
such as how Switzerland’s involvement in fragile and conflict-affected states is 
organised, the latest developments in the debate on international cooperation 
post-2015, and what development policy issues the r4d research programme is 
focusing on. The feedback option for individual publications and a subpage for 
general comments are also designed to make the portal a dynamic platform for 
directly exchanging questions and opinions and bringing debates on development 
to a wider audience.

Berghof Foundation 

The work of humanitarian organisations is not free from risk. Over the past 
15 years, there has been a sharp rise in attacks targeting humanitarian aid organ-
isations and their representatives in conflict zones. A total of 274 aid workers were  
kidnapped, injured or killed in 2012 and according to the United Nations Staff 
Union, 58 UN employees were reportedly killed in 2013. What about the peace-
builders? Are the risks they face the same as those faced by aid workers? How do 
peacebuilders and the organisations they work for ensure their safety and assess 
the risks they encounter? The Berghof Foundation’s online Handbook for Conflict 
Transformation contains a new article addressing this subject. 

FriEnt

Over 200 peacebuilders from German and international civil society organisations, 
government and research institutions came together on 7–8 May in Berlin for the 
first Peacebuilding Forum organised by FriEnt. Two days of discussions focused on 
the increasingly complex challenges and issues involved in peacebuilding around 
the world. How can peacebuilding activities be adapted to the growing complexity 
of conflicts and global change? Can the post-2015 Development Agenda and the 
New Deal for Engagement in Fragile States offer fresh perspectives on peace-
building? What space do civil society initiatives for peacebuilding have, and how 
can the links between governments and civil society be strengthened? The forum 
also gave participants the opportunity to network and share their projects and 
ideas. A full report including photos and videos is now available online.

http://www.berghof-foundation.org/en/
http://www.cdacollaborative.org
http://www.cdacollaborative.org
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eip.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.forumzfd.de/en/
http://www.frient.de/en/home.html
http://www.gpplatform.ch
http://www.gpplatform.ch
http://www.giz.de/en/html/index.html
http://www.gppac.net/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/en
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/en
http://www.berghof-handbook.net/news/new-article-on-security-and-risk-management/
http://www.frient-peacebuilding-forum.de
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Upcoming Events

The Basel Peace Office is organising the Basel OSCE Forum, which is set to take 
place in early July under the patronage of Guy Morin, President of the Government 
of the Canton of Basel-Stadt. issues to be tackled during the various sessions 
include the OSCE and the integrated security agenda, the humanitarian conse-
quences of nuclear weapons and the involvement of parliamentarians and mayors 
in nuclear disarmament. Contact details and further information. 

Peace Watch Switzerland is looking for volunteers to train as human rights observers 
for short-term humanitarian missions (at least three months) in Guatemala, Hon-
duras, Columbia, israel or Palestine. information sessions will be held in Zurich 
(6 September), Bern (13 September) and Geneva (24 September). The next training 
session for missions to Guatemala, Honduras and Colombia is taking place from 
26 October to 1 November. Further information.

“Geistertanz” (Ghost Dance) is the third volume of poems by the indigenous 
Guatemalan poet Humberto Ak’abal and scheduled for release in German in early 
September. The poet from Momostenago, Guatemala, will be travelling to Switzer-
land to present his work. Dates and further information.

in September, the institute for Conflict Transformation and Peacebuilding (iCP) is 
organising a five-day course on “Conflict transformation and promoting dialogue”. 
The course will allow participants to analyse the complexity of conflicts and their 
social and cultural dimensions in order to find creative and constructive ways of 
conflict transformation. Further information and registration until 31 July.

The Berghof Foundation is offering a grant for supervised PhD social science 
research starting on 1 January 2015, on the topic of nonviolent resistance. The 
grant is available for a two-year period. Further information and application until 
12 September.

The “Business, Conflict & Peace” course organised by swisspeace is taking place 
from 6 to 10 October at the swisspeace Academy in Basel. Further information and 
registration until 31 July.

The Honduras Forum Schweiz is organising a study trip to Honduras from 6 to 
21 October. The trip is open to anyone interested in politics and who wishes to 
actively engage in raising awareness of human rights issues in Honduras among 
the Swiss general public. it offers an insight into the cultural, political, social 
and economic life of the country just a few months after the formation of a new 
government, one which seems to pose an increasingly open threat to human rights 
activists. Further information and registration until 15 August.

The Center for Security Studies (CSS) at ETH Zurich and the Federal Department 
of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) are jointly organising the “Religion and Mediation Course“ 
in November. The six-day course aims to deepen the participants’ understanding 
of the interplay between religion and politics in violent political conflicts. Further 
information and registration until 20 July.

4–5 July 2014

September–November 2014

September–November 2014

4–6 September and 
12–13 September 2014

Until 12 September 2014

6–10 October 2014

6–21 October 2014

9-14 November 2014

mailto:info%40baselpeaceoffice.org?subject=
http://www.baselpeaceoffice.org/sites/default/files/imce/articles/Events/bpo_osce-forum_v02.pdf
http://www.peacewatch.ch/Projekte.3.0.html?&L=4
http://www.peacewatch.ch/Projekte.3.0.html?&L=4
http://www.artlink.ch/index.php?pageid=4&lang=e
http://www.iicp.ch/konfliktbearbeitung
http://www.berghof-foundation.org/en/news/285/call-for-proposals-georg-zundel-scholarship-2014/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/other-courses/business-peace/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/other-courses/business-peace/application-fees/
http://honduras-forum.ch/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Delegationsreise-Honduras-2014.pdf
http://www.css.ethz.ch/fsk/policy_consultancy/Mediation_and_Peace_Promotion/Religion/RMCourse/index_EN
http://www.css.ethz.ch/fsk/policy_consultancy/Mediation_and_Peace_Promotion/Religion/RMCourse/index_EN
mailto:mediation%40sipo.gess.ethz.ch?subject=
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Centre pour la promotion de la paix
Centre for Peacebuilding

KOFF

The Guatamala-Netz Zurich is organising a study trip to Guatemala from 7 February 
to1 March 2015. The trip offers participants an opportunity to learn about the 
country’s history and to gain a better understanding of the challenges it faces 
today. Further information and registration until 11 October.

in the KOFF calendar you can find more information about upcoming roundtables 
and events organised by KOFF.

7 February–1 March 2015

http://koff.swisspeace.ch/
http://www.swisspeace.ch
mailto:marie.seidel%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:benjamin.veress%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:liliana.rossier%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://www.furrer-uebersetzungen.ch/
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/news/newsletter/
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/news/newsletter/
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home.html/
http://www.alliancesud.ch/en%3Fset_language%3Den%26cl%3Den
http://www.demilitarisation.org/spip.php?article130&lang=en
http://www.bahai.ch/?lang=en
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/index.php?id=1&L=2
http://www.caritas.ch/en/home/
http://www.caux.iofc.org/en/home
http://www.cfd-ch.org/e/index.php
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch/
http://www.eirenesuisse.ch/
http://www.hirondelle.org/?lang=en
http://ifor-mir.ch/de/
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/eng/aktuell.php
http://www.genevacall.org/
http://www.graines-de-paix.org/
http://www.graines-de-paix.org/
http://www.greencross.ch/en/home.html
http://www.gsoa.ch/english
http://www.heks.ch/en/
http://www.heks.ch/en/
http://www.helvetas.org/
http://www.iicp.ch/
http://www.interpeace.org/
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.medienhilfe.ch/index.php%3Fid%3D1
http://www.mission-21.org/en/index/
http://www.miva.ch/en/portrait.html
http://www.miva.ch/en/portrait.html
http://www.refbejuso.ch/
http://www.peacebrigades.ch
http://www.peacewatch.ch/Projekte.3.0.html?&L=4
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/en/home/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/en/home/
http://www.sad.ch/en/
http://www.friedensrat.ch/friedensrat/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.gfbv.ch/de/
http://www.solidar.ch/en/
http://www.scich.org/de/
http://www.sos-kinderdorf.ch/
https://www.swissaid.ch/en/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/sites/home/index.html?lang2=en
https://www.redcross.ch
http://www.fluechtlingshilfe.ch/about-us%3Fset_language%3Den
http://www.terre-des-femmes.ch/en/
http://www.terredeshommessuisse.ch/en
http://www.trial-ch.org/en/home.html
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/Women_for_Peace/women_for_peace.html
http://www.worldvision.ch
http://www.guatemalanetz-zuerich.ch/download/reisen/Prospekt_Guatemala_2014.pdf
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/news/coming-up/
mailto:diego.moresi%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
mailto:info%40ugz.ch?subject=
mailto:lilian.haessig%40hotmail.com?subject=
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