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On 15 October, the heads of eight Burmese armed groups signed a ceasefire with the Myanmar Government. Although this 
agreement, which was signed after more than two years of intense negotiations, is historical, it is also an admission of 
defeat for President U Thein Sein, who wanted a nationwide ceasefire to be agreed with all armed ethnic groups before 
the general elections that are scheduled for 8 November. The elections also constitute a significant event for Myanmar as 
they mark a key stage in its political, social, and economic transition. They are also the first elections that can be classed 
as transparent and inclusive since the country gained its independence in 1948. 

If these two events, inextricably linked, seem set to permanently mark Myanmar’s future, they also give rise to great 
challenges. This edition enables us to learn more about the main issues faced by the international community involved in 
this context and presents some of the actions undertaken by the Swiss administration and civil society to address these 
challenges.
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FOCUS

Myanmar: Big Decisions Ahead

After more than two years of intense negotiations, the government of Myanmar and eight out of a 15-member coalition 
of diverse ethnic armed organisations signed a historic ceasefire agreement on 15 October 2015 in Nay Pyi Taw. With 
several key groups declining to sign the agreement amidst ongoing fighting in the country’s border areas, the ceasefire 
agreement is not truly as ‘nationwide’ as interlocutors have hoped it would be. The signing takes place just weeks before 
Myanmar heads to the polls in another historic event: the country’s general election. The outcomes of the peace process 
and the elections are inextricably linked, and with all eyes on Myanmar in November, the stakes have never been higher.

The signing of the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) by both the government of 
Myanmar and representatives from the Nationwide Ceasefire Coordinating Team 
(NCCT) could virtually end decades of armed conflict and launch the process to-
wards a political dialogue. The NCA process began in 2011 after President U Thein 
Sein formally issued a call for peace to all ethnic armed organisations (EAOs) and 
continued steadily over half a dozen rounds of talks. However, very real prospects 
of signing the agreement before the elections became fraught when fighting re-
emerged in parts of Kokang, northern Shan State and Kachin State. Despite the 
flurry of intense negotiations in the final weeks before the elections to surmount 
the recent deadlock over issues of who should be allowed to sign the NCA amidst 
ongoing clashes, a summit among the leadership of EAOs resulted in only eight 
groups agreeing to sign it. 

 Amidst the rapidly shifting politics of the peace process in Myanmar, on 8 No-
vember 2015, registered voters will head to the polls for 91 parties and 300 candi-
dates. The current political climate is markedly different compared with the 2010 
and 2012 polls. Despite many challenges, the election process has been more 
transparent and inclusive. Although being constitutionally barred from becom-
ing president, Aung San Suu Kyi, the leader of the National League for Democracy 
(NLD), Myanmar’s nationally popular opposition party, is campaigning robustly in 
contrast to past elections during which she was held under house arrest. However, 
the NLD is not expected to win by a landslide as in previous polls. Instead, ethnic 
political parties are expected to gain many votes and seats, giving them a greater 
political voice than in the past. In any case, this election will not be based on 
electoral platforms alone. Myanmar’s political landscape is governed by ethnicity 
and religion, and the growing influence of ultra-nationalist Buddhist groups like 
Ma Ba Tha have made its way into election politics. Ma Ba Tha has been organising 
large rallies and disseminating materials seen as thinly disguised attacks against 
the NLD. With no clear election rules barring these activities and the government 
taking no visible action, this could have a significant effect on the outcome of the 
election. Issues of race and religion between Muslims and Buddhists crystallised 
in communal violence and the dire politics of Rakhine State could destabilise the 
country’s democratic transition.

 The outcomes of the nationwide ceasefire process and the elections are 
inextricably linked. Practically speaking, the lack of a truly nationwide ceasefire 
means clashes may continue in the border areas, making voting more challenging. 
Looking ahead, where the peace process will pick up after the elections is unclear. 
A change of negotiators and constituencies will undoubtedly result after the 
inevitable reshuffling of political posts, meaning trust between actors will have 
to be rebuilt. The loss of momentum is certain, as it will be many months after the 
election until the process will be able to continue. The fallout of the elusively na-
tionwide nature of the ceasefire agreement also leaves many uncertainties about 
the future political dialogue process that must be launched after the ceasefire 
agreement is signed. 

 Despite these uncertainties, the signing of the ceasefire agreement and the 
outcome of the elections are seen by many national and international actors as 
potential watershed moments in the country’s history. It is true that after more than 
50 years of armed conflict and military rule, these two events can institutionalise 
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REPORT

the extraordinary and complex transitions that Myanmar has experienced in the 
last five years. However, this also puts actors involved in these processes under 
an enormous amount of pressure: pressure to push these processes forward into 
new phases (à la political dialogues and democratic governance); to retain Myan-
mar’s international image abroad as a former pariah state joining the international 
community; and simply put, pressure for a peaceful and prosperous future. While 
Myanmar’s peace process has been uniquely home-grown and nationally driven 
(the peace process does not have an international third party mediator) the influx 
of international peacebuilders offering support and advice to national actors 
has also added to this pressure. In this critical point in time, international actors 
should reflect and ensure that their presence leaves space for national actors to 
remain in the driving seat of these processes, no matter the outcome.

 The extraordinary speed at which these transitions from a military to a civilian 
government, from armed conflict towards peace are unfolding also adds to this 
pressure. International actors should take into account that even with a ceasefire 
agreement, many deep grievances remain unaddressed and key issues are not 
yet included in the agreement. A long road towards implementation and political 
dialogue lies ahead. Similarly, even if the conduct and outcome of the elections 
continue the transition towards civilian rule, how the new government will fare 
remains difficult to anticipate. 

swisspeace supports peace process actors and civil society organisations in 
Myanmar through applied research, training and other activities that focus on 
keeping nationals in the driving seat. This ‘light footprint’ approach means that 
swisspeace seconds experts on specific topics related to business and peace, 
monitoring and evaluation, and mediation to partner organisations at their request. 
Two PhD projects studying the ongoing transitions in Myanmar are also taking 
place at swisspeace. 

How to Manage Debates 
on Federalism in Myanmar

Countries that consider introducing federalism for accommodating regional or 
ethnic diversity see Switzerland as a relevant example for their own debates 
and reform processes. In Myanmar, federal governance had already been on the 
agenda before the country gained independence from Britain in 1948. While it is 
undisputed that federalism can sometimes have positive long-term effects on 
peace and stability, there is also evidence that depending on the context, the po-
litical dynamics and the federal design, federalism and already the debate about 
introducing federalism can do harm, entrench divisions, lead to polarisation, and 
even trigger new conflict. 

 Debates on federalism should therefore not be taken lightly. The Human Secu-
rity Division of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) has man-
dated Ximpulse and swisspeace to write a report (to be published at the end of 
2015) on how debates on federalism could best be managed. It will discuss ques-
tions that are currently being debated in Myanmar: First, how to manage debates 
on whether to introduce federalism, and how to avoid categorical debates? When 
federalism comes up as a potential reform agenda, it is hardly ever supported by 
all. Reasons for supporting or opposing federalism are varied and include cost-
related issues as well as impact on development, democratisation and country’s 
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unity. Second, how should a dialogue process on federal or other devolution 
options look like, what do comparative experiences tell us about sequencing 
debates, and how to avoid potential deadlocks? Debates on whether to introduce 
federalism and debates on the kind of federalism take place in parallel and are 
intertwined. Even after an official decision is taken in favour of federalism, the 
debate can revert back to a categorical debate on federalism in general or on one 
specific aspect of federalism. Third, what are the critical issues in the debate on 
federalism? There are various federal experiences – with distinct institutional and 
process choices – as well as a large number of quasi-federal arrangements. Feder-
alism presupposes a division of powers between at least two levels or spheres of 
government but there is also a lot of room for unique systems, also in Myanmar. 

Peace, Civil Society and 
the Focus on Results in Myanmar

Not many developing countries can compete with the level of attention that Myan-
mar has enjoyed over the past few years. The former military leadership formally 
handed over power to a civilian government, which has embarked on an ambitious 
path of reform: strengthening democracy, and fostering economic growth, devel-
opment and peace with the various armed groups. In the current “gold rush” the 
narrative of Myanmar’s situation is essentially a narrative of lacking capacities, 
weak institutions and an underdeveloped civil society. The language used both by 
the government and by international agencies invokes a transition process that 
has to be properly managed, but where all actors work towards a common, un-
contested goal. If one looks at the complex situation in Myanmar, all aspects of 
such a transition point to a process that is hardly foreseeable, marked by different 
periods of progress, impasse, and dynamical changes. How, then, has it become 
possible that today’s discourse is dominantly speaking of a manageable, gradual 
and uncontested transition? 

 In my PhD research, I analysed the discourses of different actors in Myanmar, 
and in the international aid and peacebuilding architecture. The latter’s struc-
tures and organisations have undergone an increasing technocratisation and 
managerialisation with the emergence of a “focus on results”. Discourses of aid 
or peacebuilding increasingly form an environment that prioritises gradual reform 
and stability over more far-reaching, abrupt societal change. In this environment, 
development and peace are de-politicised and political processes are placed in 
the realm of technical experts to make societal change more efficient. In the case 
of Myanmar, a discursive coalition of the government with international actors is 
presented as “in charge” of bringing about development and peace – a process in 
which the voices of other, non-institutionalised actors run the risk of being ex-
cluded. The future will show if this efficient, but tightly managed and controlled 
transition will satisfy the expectations of Myanmar’s people for more far-reaching 
transformations of the country’s power structure.

mailto:Stefan.b%C3%A4chtold%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
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http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01436597.2015.1063406
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01436597.2015.1063406
http://www.swisspeace.ch/countries/myanmar.html
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Engaging Armed Non-State 
Actors on Humanitarian Norms

Geneva Call 
Chris Rush 
Programme manager for Asia

 
Link

Geneva Call’s activities in 
Myanmar

Active since 2006, Geneva Call’s Myanmar programme of engagement with armed 
non-state actors (ANSAs) towards respect for international humanitarian norms 
predates the current peace process. As it tackles critical humanitarian issues that 
flare up in armed conflict but rarely fade with ceasefires, Geneva Call’s work reso-
nates in both times of conflict and transition. It is carefully tailored to suit evolving 
contexts.

 Geneva Call’s initial focus was on anti-personnel landmines (AP mines), urging 
an end to their use and action to address their impact on communities. The current 
peace process affords new space to expand mine action activities such as mine 
risk education and victim assistance, but systematic mine clearance has yet to 
begin. Several ANSAs entered agreements with Geneva Call to prohibit AP mines, 
but most – like the Myanmar Government – have not yet banned their use. The 
signing of a nationwide ceasefire agreement, by at least some ANSAs, is expected 
to provide new space to extend mine action. Geneva Call is closely coordinating 
with a range of stakeholders to conduct advocacy in this respect. 

 In recent years, Geneva Call has expanded its focus to address other issues of 
humanitarian concern including children affected by armed conflict, and sexual 
violence and gender discrimination. Through working with Geneva Call, five ANSAs 
have committed to, among other things, putting an end to child recruitment and 
the use of children in hostilities. Geneva Call co-operates with both ANSAs and 
other stakeholders in the implementation and monitoring of these commitments, 
while pursuing similar pledges from other ANSAs.

 Geneva Call has also started to work on gender issues with two ANSAs, both 
committed to prohibiting sexual violence and ending gender discrimination and 
has recently begun to engage with additional ANSAs. As with all its work, the or-
ganisation coordinates closely with other stakeholders – particularly community-
based organisations – to pursue its gender engagements. 

DCAF’s Contribution to 
Police Reform in Myanmar

DCAF 
Albrecht Schnabel 
Senior Fellow

During the past two years, DCAF has contributed to a major effort by the European 
Union in support of police reform in Myanmar. The reform had been requested by 
President U Thein Sein and the Chair of the Parliament’s Rule of Law Committee, 
Aung San Suu Kyi, in order to offer immediate assistance in helping the police 
meet international policing standards and respect human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. After extensive local consultations, in September 2013 the EU launched 
a two-year project entitled “Support to Reform of the Myanmar Police Force (MPF) 
in the Areas of Community Policing and Crowd Management”. DCAF took part in 
the project, providing expertise in governance and accountability issues. 

 Its efforts were three-fold: to expose the MPF to other countries’ policing 
practices through study visits to Europe and Southeast Asia, and to assist in 
developing a new police vision; to help the MPF review the legal framework guiding its 
work and develop new manuals, guidelines and codes; and to improve the MPF’s 
accountability to Parliament. Together with a permanent staff member in Myan-

mailto:crush%40genevacall.org?subject=
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mar, Geneva-based staff and external experts from Europe and Southeast Asia 
frequently conducted activities with the MPF, parliament and a broad range of 
stakeholders on the ground. 

 The project has paved the way for real change: While DCAF’s project partners 
have trained and sensitised several thousand police officers in modern crowd 
management approaches, community policing practise and relations with media 
and civil society, DCAF’s assistance has resulted in the development of a first-time 
crowd management manual, a draft police vision and code of ethics, extensive 
assessments and internal reviews of current police laws and required revisions, as 
well as discussions between and among parliamentarians, their staff and MPF’s 
leadership to improve the police’s accountability to parliament. A longer-term 
follow-up project on police reform in Myanmar is currently under preparation.

Community-Based Governance 
and Peace in Myanmar

As a development non-governmental organisation, HELVETAS Swiss Intercoopera-
tion believes that peace is not achievable in absence of livelihood security. In turn 
livelihood security relies on access to essential and reliable services, responsive 
and responsible public and private sector servants, good governance, inclusive 
civic engagement, and equitable socio-economic and environmental development. 
In Myanmar, HELVETAS has been focusing primarily on rural economy linked to 
skills development for livelihood security, with governance and peace as a precon-
dition for livelihood sustainability, mainstreaming three key transversal priorities: 
gender equality and social equity; knowledge and learning; and partnership and 
capacity-building.  

 While the peace process continues at national level, HELVETAS is contribut-
ing at sub-national level through inclusive, participatory and multi-stakeholder 
approaches, promoting community-driven rural development in line with Myan-
mar’s ‘people-centred’ sustainable development goals. The NGO is involving men, 
women, youth and the disadvantaged regardless of their ethnic and religious 
origin in the planning and execution of its projects, promoting peer-led knowledge 
transfer and learning, valuing local resources and enhancing local ownership. It 
promotes equitable public and private partnerships focusing on mutual capacity-
building for joint solution finding as a basis for trust and relationship building. It 
also leverages common problems and priorities to facilitate inclusive dialogue and 
participatory decision-making. Finally, it promotes innovation and new technology 
to strengthen links between research and extension, in turn enhancing access to 
reliable information and services.  

 These combined approaches directly lead to more cohesive social structures, 
and improved citizen, state and non-state engagement, whereby rights, roles and 
obligations of all concerned are more recognised and more respected. In achieving 
this, governance and peace are an interchangeable cause and effect in sustainable 
community development.

mailto:Agnieszka.Kroskowska%40helvetas.org?subject=
https://myanmar.helvetas.org/en/


SWISSAID 
Lorenz Kummer 
Press Officer

 
Link

More projects run by 
SWISSAID in Myanmar

8

KOFF NEWSLETTER NO. 142 MYANMAR AT A CROSSROADS

Helping to Foster Peace 
Through Pig Farming

Kachin State up in the far north of Myanmar is now the only state in the country 
where no ceasefire agreement has been reached between the local ethnic mi-
nority and the central government. The conflict is simmering on a low boil, but 
thousands of people have been driven from their villages in the last few years. The 
situation is particularly unstable on the border with China, where many villages 
inhabited by the Lisu minority have been abandoned. The people are moving to 
the towns and cities, with many of them heading for Myitkyina, the capital city of 
Kachin State.

 On the outskirts of the city, the Myitkyina Lisu Baptist Organisation (MLBA), a 
partner organisation of the Swiss relief agency SWISSAID, has been working since 
2011 to help these people find their feet in their new surroundings. Many of them 
have no formal education and the only employment options available to them in 
their former home were to work in the mines or to serve as soldiers for one of the 
conflicting parties. They usually stay with relatives to begin with, but eventually 
they have to be able to support themselves again.

 The main occupation practised by the Lisu – apart from slash-and-burn agri-
culture – was pig farming. The project run by the MLBA therefore focuses on this 
too, with a rotating fund providing 20 families a year with 100,000 Burmese kyat 
each (around 75 Swiss francs) to buy pigs. They are also given training in how to 
keep pigs in the climatic conditions around Myitkyina. The money must be paid 
back with interest so that other families can benefit from it too.

 So far, 76 families have been lucky enough to receive a loan and all of them 
have been able to pay it back. “Our experience has shown that working with local 
organisations is very important, especially in conflict regions,” says Claire Light, 
a SWISSAID coordinator in Myanmar, explaining why the scheme has been so suc-
cessful. Another reason is that the men and women affected are given the chance 
to have a say in how the aid project is organised – after all, they know better than 
anyone where their priorities lie. “In difficult situations, often the only person you 
can rely on is yourself,” says Light. “And this is more important in conflict regions 
than anywhere else.”

SDC 
Lisa Magnollay

HSD 
Damiano Sguaitamatti 
Tatiana Monney

Switzerland’s Support to 
Myanmar’s Electoral Process

The elections on 8 November 2015 are a significant milestone in Myanmar’s politi-
cal, social and economic transition. All of the country’s major political forces 
want this transition, and Switzerland is committed to supporting it in accordance 
with the Swiss Cooperation Strategy for Myanmar 2013-2017. These elections 
alone cannot transform the structures inherited from 60 years of autocracy, but 
Switzerland intends to support the efforts made at this time to build the founda-
tions of a democratic culture and its institutions. As such, the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation (SDC) and the Human Security Division (HSD) jointly 
support the electoral process by focusing on the following areas to promote the 
inclusion, credibility and transparency of the elections: 

mailto:l.kummer%40swissaid.ch?subject=
http://www.swissaid.ch/de/myanmar
http://www.swissaid.ch/de/myanmar
mailto:Lisa.magnollay%40eda.admin.ch?subject=
mailto:Damiano.sguaitamatti%40eda.admin.ch?subject=
mailto:tatiana.monney%40eda.admin.ch?subject=
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 Switzerland encourages the promotion of international standards by providing 
technical support to the Union Electoral Commission in order to enhance its ability 
to prepare (including updating a national electoral register of 32 million voters) 
and manage the elections in accordance with international standards.  

 It facilitates a code of conduct for political parties and candidates in the elec-
tions (see box below) and also strengthens the role of civil society and the media 
in the electoral process in order to improve electoral education and participation 
in the elections. The inclusion of women, ethnic minorities and disabled citizens in 
these elections is particularly encouraged. Local media are trained to ensure that 
the information they broadcast on the elections is largely impartial and reliable. 

 Switzerland has also implemented a framework for the observation of the 
elections. The support of local and Swiss electoral observers aims to ensure the 
transparency of the elections and to build the confidence of the electorate in the 
integrity of the process.

 Finally, Switzerland helps to encourage regular dialogue between the electoral 
commission, civil society organisations, the media and the political parties on the 
regulatory framework, organisation and management of the electoral process. 

 The main partners involved in the implementation of support for the elections 
are the International Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES), the Asian Network 
for Free Elections (ANFREL), Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA) and the training centre 
for the political parties Myanmar Minerva Education Center. Switzerland coor-
dinates its assistance with all of the major international partners involved. The 
programme’s total budget amounts to around CHF 2 million.

Link

Swiss Cooperation Strategy 
for Myanmar 2013-2017

The Code of Conduct for Political Parties and Election Candidates 

In preparation for the forthcoming general election, the 91 political parties in My-
anmar have negotiated and signed a code of conduct for the promotion of an ethical 
campaign and a ballot without violence. The code includes a variety of rights and 
obligations to which the parties must adhere in order to guide them through this 
first experience of a political contest since the country’s transition. The party of 
Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi, the governing party and numerous 
other ethnic parties have asked Switzerland to advise them on the writing of the 
code and to facilitate their debates. 

 Not relying solely on the symbolic and preventative effect of the code, the 
parties have also formed a committee to assess its application. Following visits 
on the ground, it has renewed the call to separate religion from politics in order to 
deal with the aggressive attacks from religious groups against Muslim communi-
ties and the candidates accused of supporting them. The electoral authority also 
notes that the code provides for a period of internal transition so that its staff can 
establish dialogue prior to the application of sanctions. It also compensates for 
a lack of clarity in the legislation on disputed aspects by authorising the use of 
religious premises for the campaign when there is no alternative available.  

 Regardless of the outcome of the elections, the code has allowed the politi-
cal class and authorities to gain confidence and to lay the foundations for a more 
modern and stable political culture. This will be essential for meeting the chal-
lenges of a democratic parliament and the political integration of armed groups 
that have laid down their weapons.

https://www.eda.admin.ch/content/dam/deza/en/documents/Laender/Swiss_Myanmar_strategy_2013_2017.pdf
https://www.eda.admin.ch/content/dam/deza/en/documents/Laender/Swiss_Myanmar_strategy_2013_2017.pdf
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Prevention as a Key Component of  
Peacebuilding in the Future

The international community is not doing enough to prevent violent conflicts – 
that was the general opinion at this year’s annual conference of swisspeace. As 
according to swisspeace President Jakob Kellenberger, the struggle to find peace-
ful solutions should be incentive enough to invest much more heavily in this area in 
the future. In light of the forthcoming reforms to the United Nations’ peacekeeping 
operations, however, he expressed scepticism on whether conflict prevention 
would be given the attention it needed.

 Jakob Kellenberger’s views were backed up by Michael Møller, Director-Gen-
eral of the United Nations Office at Geneva. In his speech, Møller urged all states 
to do more to avoid violent conflicts, stressing that prevention must be the top 
priority and calling for the United Nations to strengthen its capacities in this area 
in the future. Considering the vast number of commitments that have been made 
regarding conflict prevention, he suggested that it was now time to translate these 
into political will and preventive action. Ambassador Mirjana Spoljaric, Head of the 
United Nations and International Organisations Division of the Swiss Federal De-
partment of Foreign Affairs (FDFA), said in her address that the UN’s “soft security 
capacities” were still a key focus for Switzerland, with both mediation and conflict 
prevention falling into this category. She mentioned that Switzerland is aiming to 
step up its involvement in this area in the future and expand existing capacities.

 Next year, the Swiss Parliament will decide on the future strategic direction of 
its peacebuilding activities within the framework of the Federal Council’s Dispatch 
on International Cooperation for the period from 2017 to 2020. With this in mind, 
the participants in the panel discussion at the Annual Conference – Ambassador 
Christian Dussey (Director of the Geneva Centre for Security Policy, GCSP), KOFF 
Project Director Sidonia Gabriel and Markus Kaim from the German Institute for 
International and Security Affairs (SWP) –discussed what added value Switzerland 
could bring to peacebuilding in the future. Video clips from the Annual Conference 
are available to view on the swisspeace website.

Noyau de Paix and swisspeace 
Launch a Mutual Learning Process

Noyau de Paix 
Viateur Rucyahana 
Programme Officer

 
Links

Noyau de Paix

swisspeace

KOFF

Last October, two of swisspeace’s staff members travelled to Rwanda to launch 
a new phase of technical cooperation between swisspeace and Noyau de Paix / 
Isoko ry’Amahoro, a Rwandan peacebuilding platform based on the model of swis-
speace’s Centre for Peacebuilding (KOFF). 

 The Noyau de Paix platform was founded in 2000 by people who were working 
in peacebuilding and reconciliation programmes that had been implemented fol-
lowing the genocide perpetrated against the Tutsis in 1994. Since its foundation, 
it has been able to carry out its work thanks to the financial support of Caritas 
Switzerland and Caritas Luxembourg.

 Following an initial review of the platform (2008-2010), Noyau de Paix once 
again called upon swisspeace in 2013. The foundation then helped the platform to 
reorient itself in order to enhance its effectiveness. Noyau de Paix now focuses on 
civil society organisations that are involved in peacebuilding in Rwanda and has 
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mailto:lukas.krienbuehl%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://www.swisspeace.ch/
http://www.un.org/sg/pdf/HIPPO_Report_1_June_2015.pdf
http://www.un.org/sg/pdf/HIPPO_Report_1_June_2015.pdf
http://www.un.org/sg/pdf/HIPPO_Report_1_June_2015.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/peacebuilding/pdf/150630%20Report%20of%20the%20AGE%20on%20the%202015%20Peacebuilding%20Review%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/peacebuilding/pdf/150630%20Report%20of%20the%20AGE%20on%20the%202015%20Peacebuilding%20Review%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/peacebuilding/pdf/150630%20Report%20of%20the%20AGE%20on%20the%202015%20Peacebuilding%20Review%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/peacebuilding/pdf/150630%20Report%20of%20the%20AGE%20on%20the%202015%20Peacebuilding%20Review%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/Newsletter/2015/NL_139_en.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/Newsletter/2015/NL_139_en.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/Newsletter/2015/NL_139_en.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/Newsletter/2015/NL_139_en.pdf
mailto:noyaudepaix%40yahoo.fr?subject=
http://www.noyaudepaix.org/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/
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set itself the target of becoming a space for dialogue, a skills centre, and a centre 
for strengthening the synergies between peacebuilding organisations in Rwanda.

 A second phase of collaboration between Noyau de Paix and swisspeace has 
just begun with the visit from two of swisspeace’s staff members last October, 
enabling a mutual learning process between the two organisations. One of the 
main goals of the visit was to learn more about Rwandan civil society organisations 
in order to better understand the context of their involvement and to become 
immersed in the challenges of peacebuilding in Rwanda. It also involved conduct-
ing a workshop for the member organisations of Noyau de Paix which aimed to 
strengthen their capacity for context analysis, theories of change and monitoring 
programmes. Focussing on the enhancement of knowledge, this in-depth work 
enabled the two organisations to pave the way for a certain and, hopefully, fruitful 
cooperation. 

KOFF Newsletter No. 137, 
page 6. Noyau de Paix – a  
Centre for Peacebuilding in 
Rwanda. May 2015

Fragility, Conflict & Statebuilding Course

swisspeace 
Ursina Bentele

 
Links

More information

Registration

Postgraduate programmes

Fragile states have become an issue of major concern for the international com-
munity. But what exactly is state fragility? This course focuses on the conceptual, 
policy and implementation challenges of statebuilding in fragile and conflict-
affected contexts. It explores and critically discusses the foundations of states 
and the construction of social and political legitimacy; concepts and definitions of 
state fragility, war and peacebuilding; links between violent conflict, fragility and 
statebuilding; the international policy response to fragile and conflict-affected 
contexts as well as adapted methodologies proposed by international actors for 
working successfully in fragile contexts.

 This 5-day on-site course will take place from 4-8 April 2016 in Basel, Switzer-
land. It is designed for practitioners and academics interested in bridging their 
own experiences with current conceptual insights and practical knowledge on 
fragility, conflict and statebuilding. The course can be taken as a module of the 
Certificate, Diploma and Master of Advanced Studies in Civilian Peacebuilding 
programmes offered by swisspeace and the University of Basel. Registrations are 
open until 31 January 2016.

International Partner Organisations

News from the international 
peacebuilding scene and 
KOFF partner organisations

Berghof Foundation

CDA

Conciliation Resources

EIP

Adoption of 17 Sustainable Development Goals

The member states of the United Nations adopted a new Agenda for Sustainable 
Development during the Sustainable Development Summit held on 25 September 
at the United Nations Headquarters in New York. Comprised of 17 global goals to 
be achieved by 2030, this agenda is the successor to the eight Millennium Devel-
opment Goals adopted in 2000. However, it goes much further by integrating, in a 
balanced way, the economic, environmental and social dimensions of sustainable 
development on a global scale. In addition, peace is now the subject of a goal in 
its own right, namely goal 16 to “promote peaceful societies, provide access to 
justice for all and build effective institutions”. 

http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/Newsletter/2015/NL_137_fr.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/Newsletter/2015/NL_137_fr.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/Newsletter/2015/NL_137_fr.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/Media/Publications/Newsletter/2015/NL_137_fr.pdf
mailto:academy%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/fragility-statebuilding/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/fragility-statebuilding/application-fees/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/postgraduate-courses/
http://www.berghof-foundation.org/en/
http://www.cdacollaborative.org
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eip.org/
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/mdgoverview/post-2015-development-agenda/
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/mdgoverview/post-2015-development-agenda/
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International Crisis Group. 
Myanmar’s Peace Process: 
A Nationwide Ceasefire Re-
mains Elusive. Crisis Group 
Asia Briefing N°146. Septem-
ber 2015
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EPLO

forumZFD

FriEnt

GPP

GIZ

GPPAC

International Alert

Plattform Zivile 
Konfliktbearbeitung

Taking a Stance on the Key Role of Peacebuilding

On the occasion of the International Day of Peace on 21 September, some forty 
organisations engaged in peacebuilding launched an appeal to the international 
community to promote peace. Their objective: to emphasise the central place and 
key role of peacebuilding within the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
recently adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations. To do this, the 
signatories have highlighted certain key principles. Among them are the recogni-
tion of the universal nature of the agenda, a greater comprehension of contexts 
and their specific features, the systematic adoption of a sensitive approach to 
conflict, strengthening the resilience of societies and, lastly, the development of 
local needs and long-term engagement. The signatories of this statement include 
Conciliation Resources, International Alert, CDA, Search for Common Ground, 
Cordaid and swisspeace.

Re:think Peacebuilding – the 2015 FriEnt Peacebuilding Forum in Berlin

More than 140 participants from over 20 countries gathered at this year’s FriEnt 
Peacebuilding Forum from 30 September to 1 October, where they shared their 
knowledge and ideas on innovative approaches, overarching trends and challenges 
in the world of peacebuilding. Taking place just a few days after the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development was adopted in New York, the Forum provided an 
opportunity to evaluate this new global framework from the perspective of peace 
policy. The agenda was praised for clearly incorporating the peace dimension. 
However, the changing global situation and ongoing crises also prompted an open de-
bate about the limits of peacebuilding and the need for new and creative approaches. 
A conference blog and video interviews featuring some of the participants are avail-
able on the FriEnt Peacebuilding Forum website. Detailed reports from the event 
will also be published there soon.

PUBLICATIONS

Myanmar’s Search  
for a Nationwide Ceasefire

After more than six decades of armed conflict, Myanmar’s peace process has 
reached a crucial stage. While the process saw significant initial success after its 
launch in August 2011, especially with regards to the conclusion of several bilateral 
ceasefires, signing a nationwide ceasefire agreement and proceeding to the politi-
cal dialogue phase has proven much more difficult. This Crisis Group Asia Briefing 
traces the major steps in this process – from the 2011 Peace Initiative and the en-
suing deadlock to the political dynamics surrounding the latest negotiations for a 
nationwide ceasefire agreement. Moreover, it discusses the impact of the upcom-
ing elections on the peace process and outlines future scenarios for the country.

http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/asia/south-east-asia/burma-myanmar/b146-myanmar-s-peace-process-a-nationwide-ceasefire-remains-elusive.pdf
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/asia/south-east-asia/burma-myanmar/b146-myanmar-s-peace-process-a-nationwide-ceasefire-remains-elusive.pdf
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/asia/south-east-asia/burma-myanmar/b146-myanmar-s-peace-process-a-nationwide-ceasefire-remains-elusive.pdf
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/asia/south-east-asia/burma-myanmar/b146-myanmar-s-peace-process-a-nationwide-ceasefire-remains-elusive.pdf
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/asia/south-east-asia/burma-myanmar/b146-myanmar-s-peace-process-a-nationwide-ceasefire-remains-elusive.pdf
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/asia/south-east-asia/burma-myanmar/b146-myanmar-s-peace-process-a-nationwide-ceasefire-remains-elusive.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.forumzfd.de/en/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gpplatform.ch/
http://www.giz.de/
http://www.gppac.net/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.daghammarskjold.se/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/2015.09.23-Facing-the-Challenge-of-Peace.pdf
http://www.frient-peacebuilding-forum.de/
http://www.frient-peacebuilding-forum.de/
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Centre for Peace and Conflict 
Studies. Making Peace in their 
Own Words – People of Myan-
mar’s Peace Process. October 
2015
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CALENDAR

Upcoming Events

WEB TIP

The Voices of Myanmar’s Peace Process

This new book published by the Centre for Peace & Conflict Studies (CPCS) pre-
sents a collection of views, opinions and experiences of individuals who have 
played leading roles in the peace talks in Myanmar. Featuring representatives 
from the Myanmar Peace Centre, armed groups, civil society and political organi-
sations, the book does not claim to provide an historical account of the peace pro-
cess, nor a comprehensive analysis of the ongoing negotiations. Instead, it seeks 
to shed light on different perspectives in order to create a conversation about 
peace and recognise the tenacity and the commitment of those sitting in the front 
seat on Myanmar’s difficult road towards peace.

Link

Irrawaddy

Information Hub for Myanmar 
and Southeast Asia

The Irrawaddy is a news magazine and website with a strong focus on Myanmar 
and Southeast Asia. Founded in 1992 by a group of Burmese journalists living in 
exile in Thailand, it has since become an important source of reliable news, infor-
mation, and analysis in the country, publishing both in English and Burmese. In 
recognition of the magazine’s coverage of Myanmar’s transition period, its founder 
and editor-in-chief, Aung Zaw, has obtained numerous awards such as the Inter-
national Press Freedom Award (2014) and the Shorenstein Prize (2013). As a non-
profit organisation, the Irrawaddy receives support from donors such as Oxfam, Open 
Society Foundations, the National Endowment for Democracy, USAID, Moggliden 
AB as well as the Governments of Canada, Sweden and Norway.

Researchers working in conflict zones face countless challenges. In addition to 
displaying courage in the face of danger, they must also adopt a sensitive ap-
proach to the conflict to prevent escalation. The Swiss Commission for Research 
Partnerships with Developing Countries (KFPE) is organising its annual conference 
on the subject. It provides an opportunity to discuss these issues with representa-
tives from various fields. swisspeace will also attend the event. Further informa-
tion.

Mediation will be the focus of this year’s annual conference of the Human Security 
division of the FDFA. Entitled “Switzerland and Mediation: Focusing on Peace”, the 
conference will be held at the Kursaal in Bern. Further information.

The permanent representation of Switzerland to the United Nations Office in 
Geneva is organising an event to mark the launch of the Global High-Level Panel on 

12 November 2015

12 November 2015

16 November 2015

http://www.centrepeaceconflictstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/Making-Peace-28.09.29.pdf
http://www.centrepeaceconflictstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/Making-Peace-28.09.29.pdf
http://www.centrepeaceconflictstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/Making-Peace-28.09.29.pdf
http://www.centrepeaceconflictstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/Making-Peace-28.09.29.pdf
http://www.centrepeaceconflictstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/Making-Peace-28.09.29.pdf
http://www.irrawaddy.org/
http://www.sciencesnaturelles.ch/organisations/kfpe/events_/46712-doing-research-in-conflict-areas-being-sensitive-to-conflict-and-managing-risks
http://www.sciencesnaturelles.ch/organisations/kfpe/events_/46712-doing-research-in-conflict-areas-being-sensitive-to-conflict-and-managing-risks
https://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/aktuell/agenda.html/eda/en/meta/agenda/2015/4/jahreskonferenz-eda-menschliche-sicherheit
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Water and Peace by Switzerland and fifteen other countries. Further information 
and registration.

As part of the 62nd session of the CEDAW Committee, the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, in partnership with the FDFA and 
the Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights in Geneva, 
is organising a side event to discuss integrating human rights in the UN agenda 
for women, peace and security, as well as the role of the CEDAW Committee in 
strengthening the implementation of this agenda. The event will be held at the Palais 
des Nations in Geneva. Further information and registration until 17 November.

Close to the people and setting long-terms objectives, constitutions provide sound 
opportunities for the concrete progress of peace. APRED will present these pos-
sibilities at the UN in Geneva, on 20 November at 2 pm during the Geneva Peace 
Week. Further information and registration. Contact.

Last September, the UN adopted a new Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
What role do the authorities, civil society, businesses and the scientific world 
now have to play in implementing this agenda? What can we learn from successful 
partnerships between the various players? To answer these questions, the SDC is 
organising a conference entitled “Dialogue 2030: Switzerland and the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development” to be held on 24 November at the Kursaal in Bern. 
Further information and registration.

swisspeace’s 5-day Conflict Prevention & Early Warning Course explores and 
critically discusses the theoretical reflections on the understanding of conflict 
prevention, the current implementation efforts as well as possible avenues to 
enhance conflict prevention and early warning. Further information and registra-
tion ASAP. 

The Caux-Initiatives of Change Foundation is organising a group facilitation 
method training followed by an action planning training. Both taking place in 
Geneva, these practical trainings offer powerful methods and tools for generat-
ing consensus in groups and for building ownership of projects or events. Further 
information.

This year’s 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence Campaign focuses 
on domestic violence. Many events and conferences will be organised throughout 
Switzerland to mark the occasion. Further information.

Fifteen years after the adoption of UNSCR 1325, it is time to take stock: What are 
the results? What are the downsides and what are the reasons for this? KOFF, in 
partnership with PeaceWomen Across the Globe, cfd, Women for Peace and the 
interdisciplinary Centre for Gender Studies at the University of Bern, is organising 
a conference (27 November) followed by a symposium (28 November) to discuss, 
with a gender-equality-sensitive approach, the gender dynamics currently present 
within the peace and security policies. Further information and contact.

Organised from 17 to 19 February 2016, the swisspeace training on Theories of 
Change in Fragile Contexts provides conceptual background on theories of change, 
practical exercises to build theories of change on different levels, insights on dif-
ferent uses of theories of change for design, monitoring and evaluation and ideas 
on using theories of change as a tool to foster organisational learning and grapple 
with complexity. Further information and registration by 30 November 2015

Register for the 5-day National Dialogue & Peace Mediation Course offered by 
swisspeace and the Berghof Foundation. The course provides insights in how to 
understand, design and support National Dialogue processes; training in dialogue 
and mediation skills and reflection on lessons that can be drawn from previous 
cases. Further information and registration by 30 November 2015.

19 November 2015

20 November 2015

24 November 2015

25 - 27 November 2015

25 - 27 November 2015

25 November - 10 December 
2015

27 - 28 November 2015

Until 30 November 2015

Until 30 November 2015

https://www.genevawaterhub.org/content/global-high-level-panel-water-and-peace-ministerial-launch
https://www.genevawaterhub.org/content/global-high-level-panel-water-and-peace-ministerial-launch
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/CEDAW/FlyerSideEventWPS2015.pdf
mailto:amwenifumbo%40ohchr.org?subject=
http://demilitarisation.org/spip.php?article224&lang=en
mailto:trizzo.tiziana.1989%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.eda.admin.ch/post2015/en/home.html
mailto:agenda2030%40eda.admin.ch?subject=
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/conflict-prevention/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/conflict-prevention/application-fees/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/conflict-prevention/application-fees/
http://www.caux.ch/facilitations-tools-training
http://www.caux.ch/facilitations-tools-training
http://www.cfd-ch.org/16tage/veranstaltungen/2015/Kalender2015.pdf
http://koff.swisspeace.ch/
mailto:annemarie.sancar%40swisspeace.ch?subject=
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/theories-of-change/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/theories-of-change/application-fees/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/national-dialogue/aim-target-audience/
http://academy.swisspeace.ch/courses/national-dialogue/application-fees/
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swisspeace’s Gender Equality & Peacebuilding course reflects on methodologies 
for understanding gender dimensions of conflict and the impact of peacebuilding 
on gender relations; key issues for post-conflict transformation of gender relations 
in economic, social, legal and political spheres; the role of women’s agency, wom-
en’s rights, masculinities and the implication of gender stereotypes in conflict and 
peacebuilding. Further information and registration ASAP.

On the KOFF website you can find more information about upcoming roundtables 
and events organised by KOFF.

25 - 29 January 2016
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