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KOFF programme of activities for 2004
At its last session the KOFF Steering Committee approved the KOFF programme of
activities for 2004. The thematic priorities to date - „Gender and peacebuilding“
and „Conflict-sensitive planning“ (specifically PCIAs and Do no harm) - will be
further developed, and „Reconciliation“ and „Dealing with the past“ will be added
as new topics. This year’s country priorities will be Angola, Israel/Palestine, Sri Lanka
and the Sudan. Intensive and in part strategically oriented activities are planned
for these regions. In addition, there is a „second priority“ group of countries covering
Central Asia, South-Eastern Europe, Guatemala and Afghanistan. Individual
roundtables will be held on each one with a view to information sharing.

Three 2-day training workshops will be organised on „Do no harm“ „Gender“ and
„Reconciliation“; besides, for the second time in July, KOFF and NADEL/ETH will be
running the block course entitled „Peace-building in international co-operation“.
Furthermore, KOFF has pledged its support to several member organisations and
the Federal Administration in methodological and planning issues, in providing
advice for the mainstreaming of conflict sensitiveness and in the assessment of
peace programmes.

For the current year too, the newsletter and website will play an important role in
KOFF’s work. A new development will be the planned launch of „InfoSheets“,
through which KOFF will be increasing the number of learning opportunities on
topical, practice-oriented peacebuilding themes. In addition, a report will be
published on „Dealing with the Past“. KOFF’s international co-operation is conducted
with select partner organisations such as FriEnt, CDA and EPLO. The annual meeting
of KOFF member organisations will take place on 7 May 2004 in Berne.

In drawing up its programme, KOFF again focused strongly on the needs expressed
by its member organisations and the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA).
The topic and country priorities should be meaningful for as many of these players
as possible. They are also of great relevance in the ongoing international discussion
on civil peacebuilding. 12.01.04

News from the KOFF team
The latest addition to the KOFF team is Jonathan Sisson. Between 1985 and 1998,
Jonathan Sisson - originally a theologian - coordinated the Forum for Peace
Education, served as adviser to the Pestalozzi Children’s Village Foundation and
the MiZaMir peace organisation (Amsterdam) and represented the International
Fellowship of Reconciliation (IFOR) at the United Nations in Geneva. He has been
President of IFOR since 2002. Sisson is also responsible for developing and running
the  annual training programme in peace work and conflict resolution offered by
the Swiss Ecumenical Peace Programme (SoeF). His fields of special interest include
reconciliation and non-violence.
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http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_pcia.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/countries.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/training_info.asp?training=19
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/countries.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/principles.pdf
http://www.nadel.ethz.ch/index.html
mailto:Anita.Mueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/training_info.asp?training=19
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/training_info.asp?training=19
www.tiph.org
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/MinutesObserverMissions.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/MinutesObserverMissions.pdf
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On 1 February, Jonathan Sisson succeeds Roland Dittli, who has left KOFF to go to
Palestine to lead the Swiss delegation in the Temporary International Presence in
the City of Hebron (TIPH) as from the middle of the year.  At KOFF, Roland Dittli had
been responsible for Angola and South-Eastern Europe and for holding the
corresponding roundtables. He had also been responsible for „civil observation
missions“ and organised two KOFF workshops that enabled non-governmental
organisations and representatives of the Swiss Expert Pool to share their experiences.
Roland Dittli had come to KOFF at the beginning of 2003 from the swisspeace
FAST project. In view of his travel plans, his appointment had been limited to one
year from the outset. 01.02.04

KOFF member organisations now 36
Two new member organisations joined KOFF on 1 January 2004, namely, medico
international schweiz and the Bethlehem Mission Immensee (see article under
„NGOs“). KOFF’s membership now numbers 36, including info-link.org which
already joined in the autumn. 01.01.04

PCIA training course with Kenneth Bush
The second KOFF Training course on PCIA with Kenneth Bush was held in Berne in
December. Bush is Assistant Professor for Peace and Conflict Studies at St. Pauls
University in Ottawa and one of the best known PCIA experts. The course provided
the opportunity to test the Kenneth Bush approach on a practice-oriented case
study. Bush started by explaining the most important features and procedures of
his approach, in keeping with his new handbook „HANDS-ON PCIA::::: A Handbook
for Peace and Conflict Impact Assessment“. Participants first prepared what is
called a „Risk and Opportunity Assessment“, through which various worksheets
(semi-structured questionnaire) could be used to analyse the risks and opportunities
of the conflict and peace environment for the future project. Kenneth Bush pointed
out that in most cases more risks than opportunities and possibilities were identified.
Kenneth Bush nevertheless sees an important role for PCIAs in identifying the po-
tential for peace.

In a second phase, the worksheets were used to ascertain positive and negative
repercussions of the project in the context of the conflict and to pinpoint any gaps
in information. In the ensuing discussion, it was observed that the standard
indicators from development cooperation work were often applied to peace-building
projects as well. The question was also raised as to whether it might not be useful
to build a detailed conflict analysis into the procedure. 17.12.03
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http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/MinutesObserverMissions.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/fast
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.bethlehem-mission.ch/
http://www.info-link.org
mailto:jonathan.sisson@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/tools/Protokoll-PCIA-Kurs-Bush.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/tools/HandsOnPCIA-Handbook0X-Part-I.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/tools/HandsOnPCIA-Handbook0X-Part-I.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/tools/HandsOnPCIA-Handbook0X-Part-II.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/tools/HandsOnPCIA-Handbook0X-Part-II.pdf
mailto:esther.marthaler@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.bethlehem-mission.ch/
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3. Gender Roundtable on „Gender & Peacekeeping“
The 3rd session of the KOFF Gender Roundtable elicited lively interest from
representatives of the Civil Service, several non-governmental organisations, women
academics and individuals. In the first part, KOFF’s Cordula Reimann introduced
the topic and examined the gender-specific challenges to international peace
keeping. These challenges were juxtaposed with crucial cornerstones, mechanisms
and structures of gender mainstreaming in peacekeeping. Cornerstones mentioned
included the designation of gender focal points and the holding of gender training
courses in connection with all peacekeeping deployments. Considered as crucial
structures and mechanisms in the international debate are, inter alia, the „Windhoek
Declaration“, UN Security Council Resolution 1325 and the OSCE-Report „Ac-
tion Plan on Gender Issues“.

In the second part of the roundtable, Major Brigitte Rindlisbacher of the Red Cross
Service and first Swiss UN military observer, and Simone Troller, Swiss Expert Pool
and Former Gender Officer in Tajikistan, reported on their actual experiences during
peace-keeping assignments. The ensuing discussion revolved primarily around issues
and criteria for the successful gender mainstreaming of peacekeeping assignments.

The next KOFF gender roundtable will take place on 4 March and will be focusing
on UN Security Council Resolution 1325. 08.01.04

Ninth Angola Roundtable
In mid-January KOFF organised a roundtable discussion on Angola for the ninth
time, with two central themes. In the first part, the Swiss Agency for Development
and Co-operation (SDC) and Political Department IV of the Federal Department of
Foreign Affairs (DFA) introduced the main lines of their peace-building programme
and their partner organisations for 2004. The effectiveness matrix of the „Reflecting
on Peace Practice“ (RPP) project was then used as the basis for discussing how
existing peace-building projects could be planned for greater networking and
effectiveness. The second part of event was devoted to setting specific goals for
the Roundtable and concrete topics were collected for the next sessions. The
Roundtable will continue to take up and discuss topical core issues of peace building
in Angola. The next sessions will be looking at the topic of corruption from various
angles. 15.01.04
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! KOFF Gender Website
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! KOFF Website Angola
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http://www.reliefweb.int/library/GHARkit/Docfiles/WindhoekDecl.doc
http://www.reliefweb.int/library/GHARkit/Docfiles/WindhoekDecl.doc
http://www.un.org/events/res_1325e.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_angola.htm
mailto:lisa.rimli@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks Civil observer and accompaniment missions:
overview, players and the role of Switzerland

For many years now civil observation missions have been part of the „standard
repertoire“ of international players such as the UN or OSCE. Formerly, the aim had
been mostly to contribute to peacekeeping and to prevent violence through
presence and monitoring. Since the early 1980s, NGOs have been launching a
growing number of civil initiatives. Given the broad new range of strategies and
methods of intervention, their operations may best be encapsulated by the concept
„civil peace missions“.

International playersInternational playersInternational playersInternational playersInternational players

Organisations such as Peace Brigades International (PBI), Witness for Peace (WFP),
Christian Peacemaker Teams (CPT) and subsequently the Balkan Peace Team, In-
ternational Service for Peace (SIPAZ) and the Osijek Peace Teams are focused on
strengthening local human rights and peace groups and on de-escalation thanks
to an on-the-spot international presence. These organisations are using new
intervention methods such as protective accompaniment of human rights and
peace activists, interposition and targeted outreach work.

Each organisation sets its priorities somewhat differently, however, not only
geographically but also by emphasising particular intervention methods. PBI for
instance rarely criticises individual players in public and volunteers never interfere
in the work of the persons and organisations they are accompanying (principle of
non-partisanship). CPT, in contrast, views active, non-violent intervention in the
form of interposition or civil disobedience as one of the main pillars of its work,
which also finds expression in its motto „Reducing violence by getting in the
way“.

New approach by Nonviolent PNew approach by Nonviolent PNew approach by Nonviolent PNew approach by Nonviolent PNew approach by Nonviolent Peaceforce (NP)eaceforce (NP)eaceforce (NP)eaceforce (NP)eaceforce (NP)

The experiences from the work of the above groups were compiled and analysed
by NP in 2001. The outcome was a comprehensive feasibility study for a novel
undertaking. NP’s objective is to create a large number of well-trained internatio-
nal „peace associations“, which should make large-scale civil interventions
possible. NP is aspiring to build up a pool of hundreds of experts who can be
deployed upon request in conflict zones and could replace the long-term stationing
of military forces. In 2003 NP launched a pilot project in Sri Lanka.

Preparation and training for assignmentPreparation and training for assignmentPreparation and training for assignmentPreparation and training for assignmentPreparation and training for assignment

The preparation and training stage for volunteers is done mostly by the
organisations themselves. In France, however, several organisations banded
together under the coordination of the „Mouvement pour une Alternative Non-
violente“ (MAN) to form the „Comité français pour l’Intervention Civil de Paix“
(Comité ICP). In 2004, the Comité ICP will be offering a 3½-week training course
open to all, specifically on third-party civil peace interventions.
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http://www.peacebrigades.org/ 
http://www.witnessforpeace.org/ 
http://www.cpt.org/ 
http://www.peacebrigades.org/bpt.html 
http://www.sipaz.org/ 
http://www.centar-za-mir.hr/engonama.php
http://www.nonviolentpeaceforce.org/ 
http://www.nonviolentpeaceforce.org/english/resources/rstudy.asp 
http://manco.free.fr/icp/comicp.html 
http://manco.free.fr/icp/form.html 
http://manco.free.fr/icp/form.html 
http://www.tiph.org 
http://www.peacebrigades.org/switzerland-d.html 
http://www.peacewatch.ch/ 
http://www.womenspeacepalestine.org/ 
http://www.ism-schweiz.org/ 
http://www.urgencepalestine.ch/ 
http://www.urgencepalestine.ch/ 
http://www.eappi.org/ 
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/ObserverMissionWS.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/ObserverStrategies.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/ObserverStrategies.pdf


Civil observCivil observCivil observCivil observCivil observation missions by Swiss playersation missions by Swiss playersation missions by Swiss playersation missions by Swiss playersation missions by Swiss players

At government level in Switzerland, civil observers are regularly dispatched to
conflict zones through the „Expert Pool for Civil Peacebuilding“ of Political Divisi-
on IV of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA). They support, for example,
the Temporary International Presence in Hebron (TIPH) or the Joint Monitoring
Commission (JMC) in the Sudan. A two-week preparatory course was developed
for the members of the Expert Pool.

Swiss non-governmental players can be divided into two groups. On the one hand
there are organisations that specialise exclusively in observer and accompaniment
missions and have correspondingly built up know-how over the years and developed
training courses and institutional capabilities. This includes PBI Switzerland and
Peace Watch Switzerland (PWS) for example. With these organisations each
assignment lasts roughly three months. PWS is supported by four development
organizations (cfd, mission 21, HEKS and horYzon) and has thus broken new ground
when it comes to organisational and membership structure in Switzerland. A second
group of organisations sprang up in recent years against the backdrop of the Isra-
el/Palestine-conflict. Motivated by solidarity, they send observers and accompaniers
to this region on assignments sometimes considerably shorter than three months.
This group includes such entities as „Collectif Urgence Palestine“, the Internatio-
nal Solidarity Movement (ISM) Switzerland and the International Women’s Peace
Service (IWPS).

International networking and co-operation in SwitzerlandInternational networking and co-operation in SwitzerlandInternational networking and co-operation in SwitzerlandInternational networking and co-operation in SwitzerlandInternational networking and co-operation in Switzerland

What is common to all the organisations is that much is based on volunteer work
and all are components of an international network or are connected with interna-
tional campaigns through individual observer projects. Accordingly, the PWS
Palestine programme represents the Swiss input into the World Council of Churches’
Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI).

In 2003 KOFF organised a workshop that allowed for the first exchanges amongst
all Swiss players and identified some scope for synergies and improvement. Yet
scarce financial resources and a heavy workload on the mostly volunteer personnel
constitute a significant obstacle to realising this potential. In this regard, the co-
operation already existing between the Expert Pool and the PWS is a positive
development that could well herald a greater role for civil peace missions as a
vehicle for Swiss governmental and non-governmental peace building work.
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News from Swiss NGOs
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Human rights monitors in Guatemala
In January, Peace Watch Switzerland began planning a long-term project for the
sending of volunteers from Switzerland to Guatemala. As part of the pilot process,
several experimental deployments will be prepared and effected between May
and October. The volunteers will be detailed to rural areas in small international
teams. They should primarily be accompanying families and village communities
who are prepared to file accusations in court for crimes of the past. For about a
year now, the Civil Patrols („Patrullas de Autodefensa Civiles“, PACs) created under
the military dictatorships of Romeo Lucas García and Ríos Montt have again been
appearing in public. Five years after they were officially disbanded, they are still
powerful enough to strike fear into the population once again. 12.01.04

Youth projects in South-Eastern Europe
The partner municipalities of „Common Cause Switzerland“ (CCS) in South-Eastern
Europe are faced with rising levels of youth emigration. CCS and their regional
committees 2004 are running several projects to tackle this. They include constant
communication amongst deputies in Youth Parliaments in Kosovo and Switzerland,
the planning of leisure activities in a Prishtina suburb, clearing mine from fields in
East Slavonia to free up space for sports and playing fields, building a „nature
school“ in Osijek or founding a student association in Vojvodina.

CCS is mounting these projects as the second part of a broader youth programme.
The first phase involved a three-day seminar in Jajce (Bosnia) in September 2003 in
which 60 young people mainly from countries of the former Yugoslavia had
participated. The seminar explored the young people’s principal needs and wishes
as well as solution approaches to their problems, and also laid the groundwork for
building youth forums. After the seminar, the participants formulated project
proposals. 12.01.04

HEKS peace work project office to be maintained
Based on a self-assessment by the peace work project office, the HEKS leadership
has taken a firm decision to continue its operations. The project office was
inaugurated in early 2002 to further develop the HEKS peace concept, to take up
and introduce the peace impact of projects as a topic, to represent HEKS in various
expert groups and internally, to organise continuing education programmes and
study exchanges. A positive assessment can now be made at the end the first
phase, even if goals such as introducing the topic of the peace impact of projects
or impact assessments of peace-building projects are taking longer than anticipated.
The past two years have seen intensive discussion and continuing training courses
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mailto:info@ggs.ch
http://www.ggs-ccs.ch/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/24/seminarberichtGGS.pdf
http://www.peacewatch.ch/
http://www.peacewatch.ch/
mailto:lotti.buser@bluewin.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/kofftest/archiv_info.asp?article=171
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within HEKS on Do no harm and peace building. Greater networking as well as
internal and external consolidation has been achieved. Mainstreaming the peace
impact of projects and devising a peace-building policy for implementation abroad
as well as further building up specialised and methodological expertise will be the
main focus of the project office’s work over the coming months. 23.01.04

Bethlehem Mission Immensee: development and peace
work in 12 countries
The Bethlehem Mission Immensee champions the cause of the disadvantaged
worldwide and in so doing relies on a local presence to bring about social
advancement and sustainable development and foster intercultural exchanges. Over
70 priests and brothers of the Bethlehem Mission Society and over fifty volunteer
experts are active in 12 countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America in pastoral,
educational and development work. They are helping to create jobs through small-
scale economic projects. They build up Christian communities and strengthen civil
society and endeavour specifically to promote women and to use resources
sustainably. Priority countries are Taiwan, Zambia, Colombia, Peru and Bolivia. In
Colombia in particular, the Bethlehem Mission Immensee’s work content emphasises
peace and human rights. This is done through community building and pastoral
projects in which disadvantaged population groups are given support in improving
and securing their living conditions.

In Switzerland the Bethlehem Mission Immensee stimulates solidarity-based thought
and behaviour through actions as well as educational and information work. It
runs the RomeroHause in Lucerne and publishes the WENDEKREIS magazine.

05.01.04

Medico International Switzerland: health and
peacepromotion projects
The Medico International Switzerland charity (formerly Centrale Sanitaire Suisse
CSS Zurich) was founded in 1937 during the Spanish Civil War by physicians and
nursing personnel in order to support the Republican movement. Today the
organisation supports health projects in seven countries outside Europe. It is
dedicated specifically to people who have experienced violence and whose social
network has been destroyed by war and violence. To this end, Medico Internatio-
nal Switzerland supports peace-building initiatives in Israel and Palestine, such as
the medical peace bridge between Israel and Palestine for instance. Under this
project, Israeli and Palestinian health experts jointly treat Palestinian patients at
various places in the West Bank. In addition, Medico International Switzerland is
active in psycho-social healthcare in war-torn or post-conflict societies in an effort
to deal with psychological trauma. Since 2002, the organisation has been working
closely with Medico International Germany and using its name.

Further Information:

HEKS Maya Krell
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http://www.bethlehem-mission.ch/de/weltweit/ww_mo_mossurize_d.shtml
http://www.bethlehem-mission.ch/de/bildung/index.shtml
http://www.bethlehem-mission.ch/cgi-local/d/event/getEvent.pl?mode=list&veranstalter=romerohaus&m=Event2
http://www.bethlehem-mission.ch/de/wendekreis/index.shtml
krell@hekseper.ch
mailto:ccasagrande@bethlehem-mission.ch
www.medicointernational.ch
www.medicointernational.ch
http://www.bethlehem-mission.ch/
http://www.bethlehem-mission.ch/
info@medicointernational.ch
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News from Swiss Government Agencies
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks The Peace Policy Section’s 2004 priorities
The „Peace Policy and Human Security“ Section of Political Division IV of the Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) steers Switzerland’s contribution to the
accompaniment of peace processes. In that regard, pilot programmes will be
accompanied and conceptualised in Georgia and Indonesia in 2004. Besides, the
Section will be beginning to implement the medium term concept for Colombia,
and new approaches are to be launched for that purpose. Lastly, it is to be
determined whether the commitment in Nepal should be strengthened.

In 2004 the Section will also be steering Switzerland’s presidency of the Mine
Action Support Group and the UN negotiations regarding an instrument on the
traceability of small arms and light weapons. Its goal is for Switzerland or PA IV to
be perceived as a competent player in respect of mines and small arms. For the
current year the Section is also aiming to draft the new „Peace model“, to run
several training modules on facilitation and constitution, and to continue the
structured dialogue with select partner institutions. 01.01.04

2004 Trends: SOEF relying on dialogue processes
The Section for Operations and the Swiss Expert Pool for Civilian Peace Building
(SOEF) of DFA Political Affairs Division IV will be launching several new projects in
2004, mainly on dialogue, dealing with the past and the mainstreaming of human
rights. Along with financial support, SOEF will be stepping up its direct involvement
in projects.

It will be supporting the Geneva Initiative on the conflict between Israel and
Palestine. SOEF’s involvement aims to give wider publicity to the outcomes, broaden
the support base and press ahead with discussions on disputed points. At the same
time, a „three-way dialogue“ will be built up in the Middle East. This refers to a
dialogue process amongst representatives of a moderate Islam from Lebanon, Syria,
Jordan and Egypt as well as influential European and US intellectuals. A local hu-
man rights dialogue will also be forged in Uzbekistan, whilst dialogue between a
secular Government and Islamic Opposition is to be further encouraged in Tajikistan.

SOEF also wishes to become involved in Zimbabwe in 2004. The main focus will be
to seek possibilities for peaceful conflict transformation. Additional human rights
projects are to be built into the existing peace-building programme in Sri Lanka.
The themes of the Guatemala programme launched last year are the fight against
impunity, dealing with the past, human rights, access to the justice system and
conflict transformation in rural areas. Lastly, the goal in the Balkans will be to
deepen the dialogue processes. The central theme is „Albanians and their
neighbours“, which is an explosive subject in Macedonia and in relations between
Belgrade and Pristina. 01.01.04

Further Information:

Political Affairs

Division IV (DFA):

Thomas Greminger 
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mailto:thomas.greminger@eda.admin.ch
mailto:Stephan.Husy@eda.admin.ch
mailto:Stephan.Husy@eda.admin.ch
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DFA peace-building projects examined
At the request of Political Division IV of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs
(DFA), the Center for Peacebuilding has analysed that Division’s civil peace-building
projects. Over 220 projects were examined between early 2002 and mid-2003 on
the basis of credit applications, and compared with the targets given in the message
accompanying the credit line and with the international discussion on peace building.
The results of the study show that in many respects there was general consistency
between the parameters given in the message and the orientation of programmes
and projects. To produce a more detailed statement, however, the results must be
checked with more refined methodological tools. A further qualification is in order
here, in that the quantitative evaluation was based on the number of projects
carried out, not on the amounts spent.

According to the study and in keeping with the parameters in the message, PA IV
thematic priorities were the rule of law and democracy, human security, as well as
human rights and international humanitarian law. In addition, the PA IV undertook
awareness building in conflict related subjects and supported civil society activities
as well as Track I peace talks. As far as players are concerned, the study detected a
concentration on Track II and a tendency to migrate from Track III to Track II, Track
I½ and Track I.

In the period reviewed, PA IV acted predominantly as a donor, though there is now
an emerging trend toward direct involvement. This is being made easier by locally
deploying „Peace-building advisers“. PA IV projects are process-oriented and mostly
aimed at a „positive“ peace. Whilst the message advocates a „gender-perspective“
and „participation and respect for cultural and religious differences“ as principles
of civil peace building, the study could as yet discern no systematic treatment of
these crosscutting issues. The study’s recommendations are for greater clarification
of working concepts, more targeted and sustainable implementation of crosscutting
issues and gauging projects for their effectiveness.

Switzerland chairs MASG: establishing mine action projects
as peace policy vehicles
Switzerland began its two-year chairmanship of the Mine Action Support Group
(MASG) in early 2004. The corresponding activities will be steered by the Peace
Policy and Human Security Section of DFA Political Division IV.  For this period, the
Section has set itself the goal of making the issue of mines the priority topic in
human security and hence in peace policy. In the Swiss view, mine action should be
used as a peace policy vehicle whenever possible. Possible synergies between the
two spheres should be exploited when selecting countries and projects. The natio-
nal mine action plan could thus figure on the negotiating agenda of a peace process
as a relatively easily resolved item. Mine projects could set up contact networks
reaching from the governmental to the grassroots level to facilitate the return of
displaced persons and open up employment opportunities for demobilised soldiers
and rebels. The DFA Peace Policy Section is planning thematic sessions in the MASG
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framework and regular dialogue with corresponding organisations. The first
exchanges may have taken place with the relevant players by the end of 2004 and
a joint paper completed by the close of 2005.

Furthermore, the Peace Policy Section has undertaken to link mine-related issues
more closely with the work of development cooperation. So far only a handful of
donor countries have allocated development funds for mine action. The Section
believes that MASG could help promote awareness in that regard. The Swiss MASG
chairmanship further aims to improve the effectiveness of anti-mine operations
through better programme assessments and to strengthen the MASG as a
coordination forum. 12.01.04
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In this section, KOFF is

reporting on news

from ten international

partner organisations:

Conciliation Resources
! CR published a new issue in its acclaimed Accord series, entitled  „Alternatives

to War: Colombia’s Peace Processes“.

! On Februyry 18 The Committee for Conflict Transformation (CCTS) will hold a
seminar on  „Gender and Conflict Transformation“ at Room.

28.01.04

EPLO
! Conflict prevention will be a crosscutting priority for the Irish Presidency of the

European Union. It will cover not only security factors, but also humanitarian,
human rights, political, economic and social factors as well as the role of NGOs
and civil society. 16.01.04

! The Political Affairs Committee of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly (Africa
Caribbean Pacific-European Union) has drafted a  report on „Conflict prevention,
the peace process and post-conflict management“. 16.01.04

! The European Council meeting has adopted the „European Security Strategy“,
which places more emphasis on preventive engagement, on regional conflicts
and on the need for coherent regional policies. 17.12.03

European Platform for Conflict Prevention
! On 15 and 16 December the European Centre for Conflict Prevention (ECCP) in

 cooperation with Search for Common Ground (SFCG) and the Institute for Me-
dia, Policy and Civil Society (IMPACS) held an international seminar in Amsterdam
on „The Role of Media in Peacebuilding“. 15.12.03

! The European Centre for Conflict Prevention will be organising a conference in
Dublin on the topic „Role of NGOs and Civil Society in the Prevention of Armed
Conflicts“ from 31 March to 2 April 2004. 15.01.04

! ECCP has five immediate vacancies. 15.01.04

! Berghof-Center

! Conciliation Resources

! EPLO

! European Platform for

Conflict Prevention

! FriEnt

! GTZ

! International Alert

! Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

! Responding to Conflict

! Unifem

mailto:janine.voigt@eda.admin.ch
http://www.c-r.org/accord/col/accord14/index.shtml
http://www.c-r.org/accord/col/accord14/index.shtml
mailto:cmorgan@c-r.org
http://www.eu2004.ie/templates/standard.asp?sNavlocator=5,11,153http://www.eu2004.ie/templates/standard.asp?sNavlocator=5,11,153
http://www.europarl.eu.int/intcoop/acp/90_01/poli_bru04_en.htm
http://ue.eu.int/pressData/en/misc/78348.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/24/ECCP_seminar.pdf
http://www.xs4all.nl/~conflic1/PR/Flyer.pdf
http://www.xs4all.nl/~conflic1/PR/Flyer.pdf
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/dev/ECCP/ECCPSurveys_v0_10.nsf/56527646c903c2dec1256b74006a385f/VACANCIES_3
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.euconflict.org/
http://www.euconflict.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gtz.de/crisisprevention/deutsch/instrumente.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.respond.org/
http://www.unifem.org/
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GTZ
! The GTZ „Development-Oriented Drug Control Programme“ has drafted a

discussion paper on „Drugs and Conflict“.

! The central theme of Volume 1/2004 of the  SPICE-Newsletter  is personnel safety
in development cooperation projects.

23.01.04

International Alert
! Inauguration of the MRU Peace Forum in Freetown

! West African Civil Society Forum issues communiqué on the aspirations of civil
society in the subregion.

! For a list of recent publications click here.
20.01.04

Plattform Zivile Konfliktbearbeitung 
! In parallel to the Federal German Government’s Action Plan, the Platform has

prepared a status report entitled „Frieden braucht Gesellschaft!“ (order here).

! The Platform’s Annual Conference will be held from 12 to 14 March.
21.01.03

Responding to Conflict
! „Building international capacity for sustained conflict transformation“ is an ini-

tiative to develop a flexible accredited scheme for advanced practical study.

! Courses: „Working with Conflict“ 19 April – 25 June and „Strengthening Policy
and Practice“ 12 – 16 July.

! New Book: „Working with Conflict: Skills and Strategies for Action“.

! „Linking Practice to Policy“: five video case studies produced by RTC in
association with the Colaition for Peace in Africa, illustrating aspects of
peacebuilding in Africa.

20.01.04
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Events
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! KOFF will be organising an Israel/Palestine roundtable on 11 February in Berne

to discuss „The Geneva Initiative: Contentious issues and options for the way
ahead“. (This is not a public event.)

! A discussion will be held on 11 February in Berne on the annual programme of
the Conflict Prevention and Transformation Division (COPRET) of the Swiss Agency
for Development and Co-operation (SDC). Register here.

! On 17 February, KOFF will be organising a workshop with Mary B. Anderson in
Berne intended to introduce the „Reflecting on Peace Practice Project“ and to
discuss „lessons learnt“ and the implications for future peace work. (A limited
number of spaces are still available. For registration, please contact Anita Müller.)

! The Forum for Peace Education’s training course on Non-violent conflict resolution
at personal and interpersonal levels gets under way in Zurich on 28 February.

! A third SDC workshop on PCIA will be held on 26 March in Berne to discuss a
concept and proposed procedure for “Conflict-sensitive programme
management”. To register please contact Lotty Schneider.

Publications

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jane Nelson: The Business of Peace: The private sector as a
partner in conflict prevention and resolution
As one of the first comprehensive studies, Jane Nelson’s new book explores the
linkages between economic activity and violent conflicts and argues cogently for
more active private sector involvement in conflict transformation. Nelson presents
a model for understanding and analysing the positive and negative role of
corporations in violent conflicts. The model addresses the main factors „conflict“,
„companies“ and „players“, which influence the involvement of the business sector
in conflict-prone regions. Examples of conflict-sensitive conduct are given for each
possible configuration of these factors. The book identifies and discusses the principal
challenges and offers solution approaches. This comprehensive, well-written book
provides practical advice for pinpointing and optimising the impacts of economic
activity on violent conflict. As one of the few relevant studies on the connection
between the activities of transnational corporations and violent conflicts, „The
Business of Peace“ is of practical value to managers and political decision makers
and is an excellent source for the purposes of determining other fields of
investigation.

THE BUSINESS OF

PEACE: The private

sector as a partner in

conflict prevention

and resolution. Jane

Nelson, International

Alert, Council on

Economic Priorities,

The Prince of Wales

Business Leaders

Forum (2000).
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Web tip
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo Nonviolent Peaceforce
The goal of Nonviolent Peaceforce (NP) is to create well-trained international „peace
associations“. When requested, they would be deployed to conflict zones to work
from the bottom up to build alternatives to the use of violence, through civil, non-
violent interventions. The project is particularly convincing thanks to its sound
analytical and conceptual preparation and accompaniment. The appropriate
feasibility study can be downloaded at no cost from the NP website. It offers the
soundest and most comprehensive overview of civil peace missions available. In
addition, the website provides regular information about the status of the ongoing
pilot project in Sri Lanka and assembles very useful articles on the subject in the
Nonviolence Bookshelf section.

Nonviolent Peaceforce

PublisherPublisherPublisherPublisherPublisher: Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) / swisspeace

AdressAdressAdressAdressAdress: Sonnenbergstrasse 17, CH - 3000 Bern 7

Tel: +41 (0)31 330 12 12; Fax: +41 (0)31 330 12 13
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