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! RPP

! Mary B. Anderson:

„Do No Harm“

! HEKS

! PA IV

Meeting of the exchange group of experts on peace issues
The exchange group of experts on peace issue („Intervisionsgruppe Fachstellen
Friedensarbeit“) met again at the Center for Peacebuilding in early February. The
Christian Peace Service (cfd) is a new member of the group. The representatives of
the attending organisations (HEKS, Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund, cfd, Helvetas, SRC,
COPRET-SDC, PA IV- DFA) first reported to one another on scheduled or ongoing
activities in „Mainstreaming conflict sensitivity“. These encompass, for instance,
the formulation of a conflict-specific foreign strategy, training projects or Peace
and Conflict impact Assessments (PCIA) planned for this year.

In the second part, Swiss legal adviser Arthur Zimmermann presented an SDC-
commissioned modular tool for integrating a conflict perspective into the SDC’s
programme and project management cycle. The discussion that followed revolved
chiefly around the assessment of „conflictivity“ in the framing of strategies for
each SDC country programme. It was noted that conflict-sensitive programme plan-
ning should recognise existing constructive mechanisms, with raising awareness
of a potentially „conflictive“ setting, so that appropriate conflict-sensitive measu-
res and tools can also be applied where needed. The tool’s development is far
advanced, and it should be available shortly. 05. 02.04

Workshop with Mary B. Anderson
In February, over 30 representatives of KOFF member organisations and the Fe-
deral Administration attended a workshop entitled „Reflection on Peace Practice
Project (RPP) – Lessons Learnt and Implications for Future Peace Work“, organised
by KOFF together with Mary B. Anderson in Berne. Mary Anderson, Director of
Collaborative for Development Action (CDA), became known to a wider public in
1999 as the author of „Do no harm: How Aid can Support Peace – Or War“.

Mary B. Anderson recounted how the practical experiences of some 300 local and
international peace-building organisations were systematically analysed and eva-
luated over three years in the RPP framework. She highlighted crucial shortco-
mings in common practice and gave tips on how to make one’s work more effecti-
ve by using a few focused considerations and analyses. She paid special attention
to central starting points for the conflict analysis, the importance of strategic alli-
ances and to criteria for gauging effectiveness. These insights are laid out in the
publication „Confronting War: Critical Lessons for Peace Practitioners“. In a se-
cond phase of RPP, a team is currently working on reintroducing these criteria in
local organisations so that they can build them into their practical work.

In the second part of the workshop, Maya Krell, HEKS coordinator for peace issues,
and Roland Salvisberg, program coordinator for South-eastern Europe, Political
Division IV of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA), evaluated what the
insights meant for their concrete work in terms of opportunities and problems.
Krell underlined, amongst other things, that the internal discussions on RPP at

! KOFF Website on PCIA

! COPRET annual plan

mailto:Esther.marthaler@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.cdainc.com/cda/cda-about.php
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL1003/RPP.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/literature_info.asp?titel=72
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.eda.admin.ch/sub_poldir/g/home/organi.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_pcia.htm
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! „The Sri Lankan Peace

Process at a Crossroads.
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Negotiations and
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Further Information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann

HEKS had been very helpful in finding a common language and in posing relevant
questions about their own peace work. Salvisberg found the ideas on ignoring so-
called „spoilers“ and on the role of insiders and outsiders in a conflict to be inspi-
ring. He nevertheless viewed the impact criteria as presented to be still not concre-
te enough for operational use. 17.02.04

Sri Lanka Roundtable discusses policy paper
In mid-February representatives of Swiss government entities, non-governmental
organisations and the diaspora were discussing the policy paper „The Sri Lankan
Peace Process at a Crossroads. Lessons, Opportunities and Ideas for Principled
Negotiations and Conflict Transformation“, by Tyrol Ferdinands, Kumar Rupesing-
he, Paikisothy Saravanamuttu, Jayadeva Uyangoda and Norbert Ropers. The paper
aims to stimulate a wide-ranging discussion within and outside Sri Lanka on ways
of moving the peace process forward successfully.  The target groups include all
parties to the conflict, those caught up in and affected by it, including diaspora
and international donor community. In the first part of the roundtable, KOFF’s Cor-
dula Reimann summarised the most important recommendations and „lessons
learned“ contained in the paper.  They pertained essentially to the next phase of
the peace talks and the demands for constitutional and State reform, security issu-
es, reconstruction, development, human rights, empowerment of women and re-
conciliation.

In the second part, the discussion turned mainly on what roundtable participants
perceived as crucial points, unclear issues and open questions. The criticism was
thus voiced, for instance, that many recommendations were general in nature and
had too little specific bearing on the Sri Lankan context. Many concepts, such as
„interim constitution“, were not sufficiently explained and could only be under-
stood and categorised by a select few within the target groups. Some participants
questioned the basic premises and analysis of the team of authors for perceiving
the peace and conflict dynamics from a one-dimensional, elitist „Colombo pers-
pective“. Some viewed as concrete evidence of this the failure to pay enough
attention to many crucial and pressing social and economic issues facing the bulk
of the population in Northern and North-Eastern Sri Lanka, such as security zones
and expulsion. Others deplored the failure to focus enough on the political role
and the influence of India and the Buddhist clergy in the peace process.

All participants stressed the importance of a policy study of that kind, as it went to
the heart of crucial topical issues and problems, sparked much-needed discussions
and attempted to devise concrete solution proposals. 19.02.04

mailto:Anita.Mueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/SriLanka/TheSriLankanPeaceProcess.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/SriLanka/TheSriLankanPeaceProcess.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/SriLanka/TheSriLankanPeaceProcess.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_srilanka.htm
mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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Several new KOFF web pages
KOFF has overhauled and redesigned its web pages devoted to „Peacebuilding
and International Cooperation“. They now offer a wealth of topical information,
tips and links to general documents, policy papers, evaluations and related litera-
ture. The old PCIA web pages have now been replaced by entirely recomposed web
pages on „Tools and Conflict-Sensitive Approaches to Development“. Along with
general information, they provide up-to-date pointers and links to conflict analy-
ses, PCIAs and Do no harm. There are also new web pages on Central Asia.

KOFF has also created a new homepage for its website. The user-friendly homepa-
ge carries the latest news from the Center and lists upcoming KOFF events. Lastly,
there is a new overview of all KOFF events by region and topic, as well as a new
newsletter archive that permits refined keyword searches of all KOFF Newsletter
articles published to date. 01.03.04

New leadership at swisspeace
One year ago swisspeace Director Laurent Goetschel was appointed personal assis-
tant to Federal Councillor Micheline Calmy-Rey. The Board of the Swisspeace Foun-
dation then granted Laurent Goetschel one year’s leave of absence and Heinz Krum-
menacher became Interim Director. Laurent Goetschel returned to his old domain
on 1 February. From now on the swisspeace leadership will consist jointly of Laurent
Goetschel (Director) and Heinz Krummenacher (Managing Director). 01.02.04

1000 women for the 2005 Nobel Peace Prize:
Coordinators’ Meeting
In mid-February, a second three-day meeting of the regional coordinators of the
„1000 women for the Nobel Peace Prize 2005“ project - hosted by swisspeace -
took place at the Moeschberg near Berne. Eighteen women from around the world
together with the Swiss project team discussed the nominations procedure. It was
decided that each coordinator will cooperate with an advisory board from her
region of the world and, together with it, give an opinion on nominations from the
region. The final decision will be taken by the team of coordinators together with
internationally eminent persons in October 2004. International women with a long
and consistant record of activism for justice, non-violence and tolerance may be
nominated for the 2005 Nobel Peace Prize. Portraits of the 1000 women will be
produced in a second phase of the project. The project team is currently engaged in
fund-raising. A „peace share“ worth over 1000 francs could help raise the profile
of the peace women. 14.02.04
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http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_peacebuilding.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_peacebuilding.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_peacebuilding.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_tools.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_srilanka.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_centralasia.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/koffevents.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/25/1000Frauen_Coordinators.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/25/1000Frauen_Coordinators.pdf
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/
http://www.swisspeace.org/kofftest/archiv_info_d.asp?article=7
http://www.swisspeace.org/kofftest/archiv_info_d.asp?article=7
http://www.swisspeace.org/kofftest/archiv_info_d.asp?article=174
http://www.swisspeace.org/kofftest/archiv_info_d.asp?article=174
mailto:rebecca.vermot@1000peacewomen.org
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/default.htm
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reactions, next moves and the role of Switzerland
It has been a long time since any peace initiative in Israel and Palestine engende-
red as much discussion, hope and criticism as the „Geneva Initiative“ signed on 1
December 2003 in Geneva, with the logistic and financial support of the Swiss
Government. The „Geneva Accord“, as the document is actually titled, was wor-
ked out by some 50 Israeli and Palestinian eminent persons with no official man-
date from their governments. As the outcome of a civil society initiative, the text is
not binding. The authors see it as model agreement that should pave the way for
a political discussion on the basis of a detailed solution proposal. To prevent the
initiative and the resulting discussion from petering out, the initiators are now
endeavouring locally to win over broader sections of society to their vision. In
Switzerland too, government bodies and non-governmental organisations are
discussing ways in which they could meaningfully support the process going for-
ward.

Between approvBetween approvBetween approvBetween approvBetween approval and rejectional and rejectional and rejectional and rejectional and rejection

Unlike earlier agreements, the Geneva Initiative for the first time also outlines a
solution for the contentious issues of Jerusalem, borders, settlements and Palesti-
nian refugees. The first opinion surveys immediately before and after the signa-
ture produced high approval levels within both the Israeli and Palestinian popula-
tions. The Initiative has also met and continues to meet with staunch rejection on
both sides, however. A group of about 250 rightist Rabbis, for example, described
the Israeli participants in the talks as „traitors“ who with their initiative were
endangering the security of the State and relinquishing the claim to the Temple
Mount. Amongst Palestinians, the proposed compromises over the right of return
for refugees as an internationally attested, fundamental right caused the greatest
outcry. In addition, the legitimacy of the initiators was called into question as they
had acted without a mandate and without consulting those involved. Others voiced
the criticism that women and Arabs living in Israel had neither been included in
the process nor treated as a central theme.

Dependent on international supportDependent on international supportDependent on international supportDependent on international supportDependent on international support

Yet ideally, the Geneva document is less the conclusion than the beginning of a
process. The initiators are also aware of this and are now doing their utmost to
bring huge swathes of the population into the discussion of a future peace settle-
ment. The Israeli group has built up a complex organisational structure for that
purpose and has distributed the negotiating document to every household. More-
over, for some weeks now, 25 Israeli peace activists have been on speaking and
discussion tours of the country in order to inform as many people as possible
about the idea and significance of the Initiative. In view of the Israeli occupation
and blockades, their Palestinian counterparts have greater problems to grapple
with. They tried to publicise the Geneva text via the media and are now attemp-
ting to launch a discussion amongst important multipliers, NGOs and professional
associations.
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http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_middleeast.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_middleeast.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/countries/IsrPalCHAktive.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/countries/IsrPalCHAktive.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/countries/IsrPalCHAktive.pdf
http://www.heskem.org.il/Heskem_en.asp
http://www.geneva-accord.org
http://www.geneva-initiative.net/
http://www.pcpsr.org/survey/polls/2003/p10a.html#summary
http://www.pcpsr.org/survey/polls/2003/p10a.html#summary
http://www.pcpsr.org/survey/polls/2003/p10a.html#summary
http://www.crisisweb.org//library/documents/middle_east___north_africa/surveyresultsfinal.pdf
http://www.shaml.org/ground/geneva/index.htm
http://www.badil.org/Press/2003/press330-03.htm
http://www.jewishvoiceforpeace.org/resources/geneva/GenevaLinks.html
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/pages/ShArt.jhtml?itemNo=349832&contrassID=2&subContrassID=1&sbSubContrassID=0&listSrc=Y
http://www.badil.org/
http://www.shaml.org/
http://www.crisisweb.org/home/index.cfm?l=1&id=2511
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To further the process, however, both they and their Israeli partners are dependent
on financial and organisational support from the international community.

Switzerland’Switzerland’Switzerland’Switzerland’Switzerland’s contributions contributions contributions contributions contribution

Can Switzerland contribute meaningfully to the tasks ahead? This topic was discus-
sed in February at an Israel/Palestine roundtable discussion organised by KOFF
under the theme „The Geneva Initiative: Contentious issues and options for the
way ahead“. More than 30 participants, representing the Federal Department of
Foreign Affairs (DFA), Swiss development and peace agencies and organisations
from the Jewish and Palestinian diasporas took part. With Foreign Minister Miche-
line Calmy-Rey, the DFA continues to see its role as a facilitator and is endeavou-
ring to garner support for the initiative in international circles. So far some 15
States including France, Germany, Sweden and Japan have pledged their support.
For this year the DFA has reserved approximately CHF 2 million of its peace promo-
tion credit to support the international and - even more crucially - local endeavours
of the initiators to build awareness and devise policies. The cooperation conducted
hitherto with local human rights organisations and dialogue groups will continue
concurrently.

Discussion forums and coherenceDiscussion forums and coherenceDiscussion forums and coherenceDiscussion forums and coherenceDiscussion forums and coherence

Most of the non-governmental and diaspora organisations attending the KOFF
Roundtable have been active in Israel and/or Palestine for many years now. In
principle, they reacted quite positively to the initiative. They underscored, however,
that it was now crucial to create  „neutral“ platforms locally and in Switzerland
that would also allow critical voices to bring their concerns to bear. In addition,
Switzerland could facilitate the sharing of experiences with players from other
international peace processes. Some participants stressed that official Switzerland
must be reminded that alongside the initiative, it should also discharge its obliga-
tions as custodian of the Geneva Conventions and champion of international hu-
manitarian law. This entailed not least of all coherence in foreign relations and
renouncing weapons exports to war-torn areas. A woman, representing a diaspora
organisation, called for educational work within her own diaspora and for dia-
logue with others.

Further Information:

KOFF Anita Müller

Civil society initiativesCivil society initiativesCivil society initiativesCivil society initiativesCivil society initiatives
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mailto:Anita.Mueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.mifkad.org.il/eng/PrinciplesAgreement.asp
http://www.batshalom.org/english/jlink/jlink_principles.html
http://www.isra-pal-peace.ch/
http://www.isra-pal-peace.ch/
http://www.isra-pal-peace.ch/
http://www.manifeste.ch 
http://www.jvjp.ch
http://www.jvjp.ch
http://www.jvjp.ch
http://www.mideastweb.org/history.htm 
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/foreign/confpo.html
http://www.deza.admin.ch/countrydoc.php?userhash=3688645&nav=4,85,105,105&l=d
http://www.deza.admin.ch/countrydoc.php?userhash=3688645&nav=4,85,105,105&l=d
http://www.deza.admin.ch/countrydoc.php?userhash=3688645&nav=4,85,105,105&l=d
http://www.icrc.org/dih
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! PPPI

Hirondelle’s Star Radio Liberia on the move for re-launch
More than 3 years after it was forcibly closed, Star Radio now has a chance to be
back on air. Last November, Gyude Bryant, Chairman of the National Transitional
Government of Liberia, publicly lifted the ban imposed on the station by the former
Taylor regime. First established in Monrovia by the Hirondelle Foundation in July
1997, Star Radio had at the time of its closure in March 2000, developed into a
long-term media project. It had established itself as the primary source of informa-
tion for Liberians. Since the beginning, Star radio had been designed to eventually
become a fully Liberian sustainable media outlet. The first steps to achieve that
goal took off as early as 1998 with a gradual handing over of the responsibilities
to Liberian staff and in that same year, Star Radio was incorporated as a Liberian
non-profit corporation with a Liberian Board of Directors. An assessment mission
carried out last fall by an expert from the Hirondelle Foundation revealed that the
project could easily be resumed from where it left off at the time of closure. A
project proposal has been designed and the Hirondelle Foundation is currently
working on securing financial support from a pool of donors. It is hoped that the
first broadcasts can take place in the coming months. 15.02.04

Oecumenical Working Group of women on Peacebuilding
The „Working Group on Peacebuilding“ of the Swiss Federation of Protestant
Women and the Swiss Alliance of Catholic Women (agF efs-SKF) has set out its
current priorities. They include preparing recommendations intended for manage-
ment boards, networking with other peace organisations and addressing issues of
human rights, the right of asylum and non-violent conflict resolution. The Working
Group is almost two years old and its task is to coordinate peace work in both
associations and to draw attention to current peace causes. Peacebuilding is cen-
tral to the two organisations. The shared use of knowledge, ideas, resources and
structures should lend greater weight to the topic. 01.02.04

The PsychoPolitical Peace Institute’s „Psychology of Nations“
The PsychoPolitical Peace Institute (PPPI) in Stäfa provided a description of its acti-
vities and goals at a seminar held in early February. The Institute was founded in
1991 by Margret Rueffler. Rueffler developed the „Psychology of Nations“, a model
in which every individual is embedded in a national collective. PPPI offers seminars
suited to international organizations and project sponsors. The Institute also carries
out projects locally with multiethnic communities and groups. A violence prevention
project has been operating in Bali since 1999. PPPI had previously carried out a
four-year project in Georgia designed to help heal collective trauma. 02.02.04

Further Information:

PPPI 

mailto:salome_zindel@yahoo.de
http://www.efs-fsfp.ch/index.html
http://www.efs-fsfp.ch/index.html
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.hirondelle.org/hirondelle.nsf/caefd9edd48f5826c12564cf004f793d/4f270e58d7706986c12568b200568266?OpenDocument
mailto:Darcy.Christen@hirondelle.org
http://www.pppi.net
mailto:inst@pppi.net
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COPRET annual plan: Priority on Mainstreaming
The Conflict Prevention and Transformation Division (COPRET) of the Swiss Agency
for Development and Co-operation (SDC) presented its annual programme for 2004
at a workshop held in February in Berne. The priority will be on „mainstreaming“.
On the one hand, „crisis prevention“ tools are to be prepared for raising sensitivity
with respect to crisis potential and its assessment. The swisspeace FAST early war-
ning project will be a substantial component of it. On the other hand, it entails
implementing the „Do no harm“ approach in selected SDC divisions. Lastly, the
program of several divisions will be adopted to gender sensitive criteria. This year,
COPRET is also keen to hold discussions with non-governmental organisations on
mainstreaming activities and „PCIA“ and „Do no harm“ tools.

In the realm of conflict consultancy, COPRET’s regional focuses will be on Nepal,
the Great Lakes region and West Africa (Côte d’Ivoire, amongst others). Plans in-
clude strategic peace-building projects, meaning longer-term thematic initiatives
in accordance with geographical divisions of the SDC. Another emphasis is on
external and internal networking. COPRET plans to make a thematic contribution
to the UN Great Lakes Conference scheduled for this summer/autumn. This input
should be presented jointly with other agencies at an experts meeting of the OECD
Development Assistance Committee (DAC) on „Dealing with the Future – without
ignoring the Past“ in Geneva or Paris in June. COPRET will be running a workshop
on „Civil War Economies“ jointly with Political Division IV of the Federal Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs (DFA). With regard to migration, COPRET wishes to make a
contribution toward a development-oriented policy. COPRET is therefore planning
to devise an appropriate migration concept and to participate in the international
dialogue on migration. Alongside the activities scheduled for 2004, COPRET in-
tends to reserve roughly 25 per cent of its time in order to be able to deal flexibly
with emergencies in SDC regions. 16.02.04

Small arms: Switzerland leads UN working group to
negotiate international tracing instrument
On 3 and 4 February 2004 a meeting took place in New York to launch the working
group to negotiate an international instrument on the identification and tracing of
illicit small arms and light weapons, established by the UN. Swiss Ambassador to
Canada Anton Thalmann was elected to chair the working group. It is open to all
states wishing to participate and will be holding three two-week sessions in New
York in the years 2004 and 2005. The first work session will take place from 14 to
25 June 2004.

The report of the Group of Governmental Experts on Small Arms established by the
UN already laid crucial groundwork for the negotiations within the working group.
It has emerged from informal consultations, however, that specifically those States
that were not represented in the group of governmental experts wish to hold an
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Further Information:

Political Affairs

Division IV (DFA)

Thomas Gürber

exchange of ideas as a lead-in to the negotiations. It was therefore agreed that the
first work session would open with a general debate, to be followed by thematic
sessions on the aspects of marking, record keeping and information-sharing. Non-
governmental organisations and representatives of the firearms industry will have
an opportunity to put forward their viewpoints at the first work session. The actual
negotiations on a concrete text will thus begin at the second work session set for
31 January to 11 February 2005. The third and last work session will take place
from 6 to 17 June 2005, just ahead of the „Second Biennial Meeting of States“ to
consider the implementation of the UN Programme of Action on Small Arms and
Light Weapons. 18.02.04

Final reflections by the DFA
on the Peace Promotion Act and global credit line
In its December 2003 session, the Swiss parliament approved the Peace Promotion
Act and global credit line for civil conflict transformation and human rights promo-
tion activities. Because the law is subject to a referendum deadline, it will not take
effect before 1 May 2004. In a process lasting over three years, several players
within the Federal Administration have been instrumental in ensuring that both
bills obtain the required majority within internal administration procedures and
parliamentary deliberations. The process as well as the content of the bills were
significantly and positively influenced by discussions held between Political Divisi-
on IV of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and external partners
such as KOFF, several NGOs, political parties as well as academia and industry.

The only source of some controversy was the amount of the credit. Whereas the
Federal Council had sought an amount of CHF 240 million for 2004-2007, the
parliament eventually agreed on CHF 220 million. This decision will enable the DFA
in the future to plan its activities in the two policy areas on a more solid medium-
term footing. Yet it does not mean that the Department can expect automatic
credit disbursements of a certain amount over the coming four years. As hitherto,
cash amounts must be approved by Parliament within the annual budget exercise.
Upcoming discussions pertaining to the 2004 savings programme could even end
up jeopardising resources originally envisaged for peace and human rights work.
This will therefore call for major efforts in the future to convince Switzerland’s
politicians and citizens that investment in lasting peace solutions and human rights
promotion do literally pay off for our country in the long run.

Swiss Parliament debates
Peace Promotion Act
! June 2003

! April 2003

heidi.grau@eda.admin.ch
mailto:Thomas.Guerber@eda.admin.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/kofftest/archiv_info.asp?article=12
http://www.swisspeace.org/kofftest/archiv_info.asp?article=146
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In this section, KOFF is

reporting on news from

ten international partner

organisations:

Berghof-Center
Current publications:

! „War Veterans and Peacebuilding in Former Yugoslavia. A Pilot Project of the
Centre for Nonviolent Action (CNA)“

! Feasibility Study on the „European Civil Peace Corps“

! „The Sri Lankan Peace Process at Crossroads. Lessons, Opportunities and Ideas
for Principles Negotiations & Conflict Transformation“. 14.02.04

Conciliation Resources
! CR’s acclaimed Accord publication series will publish a Spanish edition of

„Alternatives to war: Colombia’s peace processes“ (see „Publications“). 10.02.04

EPLO
! At a meeting at the end of January, the Council of the European Union (EU)

underscored its commitment to an active role for the EU in conflict prevention.

! The UN is examining the deployment of troops to Sudan and a possible EU
peace-keeping role. 03.02.04

GTZ
! New GTZ web pages     on young people and conflict.

! Documents from the two workshops „Children and young people in crises and
conflicts“ and „Kids and guns: young people and violence“ are posted under
the theme „Kinder, Krisen und Kanonen: Ansätze der EZ zur Gewalt- und Krisen-
prävention bei Kindern und Jugendlichen“.

! The crisis prevention sector project is currently engaged in further conceptual
work on the topic of „reconciliation“, as well as that of „Early warning and
preventive action in the early stages of violent conflicts“. The sector project
welcomes all inputs, comments or suggestions.

! In co-operation with crisis management staff from GTZ, COPE and the crisisprevention
sector project, GTZ security measures are now being reviewed. 03.02.04

UNIFEM
! UNIFEM has created an  Internet Portal on „Women, Peace & Security“.

18.02.04

! Berghof-Center

! Conciliation Resources

! EPLO

! European Platform for

Conflict Prevention

! FriEnt

! GTZ

! International Alert

! Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

! Responding to Conflict

! Unifem

http://www.berghof-center.org/publications/occasional/boc24e.pdf
http://www.berghof-center.org/publications/other/ECPC_0104.pdf 
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/SriLanka/TheSriLankanPeaceProcess.pdf
http://www.c-r.org/accord/series.shtml 
http://ue.eu.int/pressData/en/gena/78832.pdf
http://ue.eu.int/pressData/en/gena/78832.pdf
http://www.gtz.de/jugend-in-krisen
www.gtz.de/jugend-in-krisen/deutsch/aktuelles.html
http://www.womenwarpeace.org/
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.euconflict.org/
http://www.euconflict.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gtz.de/crisisprevention/deutsch/instrumente.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.respond.org/
http://www.unifem.org/
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! The 3rd meeting of the KOFF Gender Roundtable on UN Resolution 1325 will be

held on 4 March in Berne.

! Peace Brigades International (PBI) will be holding information sessions on the
afternoons of 13 and 20 March and an introductory session over the weekend of
8-9 May for those interested in volunteer missions.

! CIMERA is co-organising a conference on 17 March in Geneva on the theme
„The Illusions of Transition: Which Perspectives for Central Asia and the South
Caucasus?“

! Jointly with other organisations, the Group for a Switzerland without an Army
(GSoA), the Christian Peace Service (cfd) and the Green Party of Switzerland will
be holding a conference on the theme „Krieg gegen Terror ohne Ende?“.

! A meeting of the KOFF South-Eastern Europe Roundtable is scheduled for
26 March in Bern.

Publications

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo CR: „Alternatives to war: Colombia’s peace processes“
Conciliation Resources (CR) has just published the 14th issue in the Accord series:
„Alternatives to War: Colombia’s Peace Processes“. This Accord issue provides an
introduction to peacemaking efforts spanning three decades. It presents the extra-
ordinary work of people at grassroots, regional and national levels, and docu-
ments the highlights of formal peace processes with the Revolutionary Armed Forces
of Colombia (FARC), the National Liberation Army (ELN), other smaller guerrilla
groups, and more recently the paramilitaries. The authors identify the successes
and obstacles encountered in these efforts, pinpointing lessons to inform practice
and policy in the search for a peaceful settlement. They stress the need to learn
from past peace processes so that a future model of conflict resolution can harness
greater public participation, ensure respect for human rights, build consensus on
and commitment to the negotiating agenda, as well as strengthen constructive
international cooperation and enhance democratic processes.

„womanoeuvres - Feminist Debates on Peace and Security“
The Christian Peace Service cfd has published documents on the conference held in
summer 2003 under the theme „womanoeuvres - Feminist Debates on Peace and
Security“. The documentation takes up the issues discussed at the conference per-
taining to „peace troops“ and civil conflict transformation, militarisation and ma-
sculinity, violence, as well as limits, and summarizes the analyses and hypotheses
put forward. It presents new approaches for feminist peace policy and strategies
about ways in which feminist peace policies could exert greater influence.

Accord issue
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Documents on the

conference

Other pointers to

events and training

courses are available

through the KOFF-

Infomarket.

http://www.peacebrigades.org/switzerland/schweiz_kennenlernen.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/sfs/events/CIMERA_CONFERENCE.pdf||
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/sfs/events/cfd_event.pdf
http://www.c-r.org/accord/col/accord14/index.shtml
http://www.cfd-ch.org/dossier.html#Anchor-cfd-Dossier-28928
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/gender04_3_2004.pdf
http://www.peacebrigades.org/switzerland/schweiz_kennenlernen.html
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo Documents on the human rights activities
of the Federal Administration
On its existing information platform www.humanrights.ch, Human Rights Switzer-
land (MERS) provides trilingual documentation on the Federal Administration’s
human rights work. It sheds more light on the distribution of responsibilities. The
documentation includes:

! a list of the federal departments involved;

! a list of the current human rights activities of the federal departments involved;

! an overview of permanent human rights dossiers (functions and activities);

! a selection of relevant documents and reports on human rights policy;

! an overview of several federal-level funds that allot grants to human rights
projects meeting certain specifications;

! an agenda with references from and for federal departments.

Political Division IV (Human Security) of the DFA
Political Division IV (Human Security) of the DFA now has a homepage. There the
Division presents its activities pertaining to human rights policies, civil peacebuil-
ding and conflict transformation as well as humanitarian policies and migration. It
also offers a portrait of the Division itself and pointers to current events. In additi-
on, it provides information on the expert pool for civil peacebuilding. The „Docu-
mentation“ section enables you to print out or order factsheets on a variety of
human security topics.

Documentation
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für Alle • Brücke Le pont • Caritas Schweiz • CASIN • CIMERA • cfd • Fastenopfer • Fondation Hirondelle • Forum für
Friedenserziehung • Frauen für den Frieden Schweiz • Gemeinden Gemeinsam Schweiz • GSoA • HEKS • Helvetas • Infol-
Link.org • Intercooperation • International Association for Human Values • Interteam • Medienhilfe • Medico International
Schweiz • Novartis Stiftung für Nachhaltige Entwicklung  • Peace Brigades International • Schweizerische Flüchtlingshilfe
• Schweizerischer Friedensrat • Schweizerisches Arbeiterhilfswerk • Schweizerischer Katholischer Frauenbund • Stiftung
Kinderdorf Pestalozzi • Schweizerisches Rotes Kreuz • Swissaid • Wartorn Societies Project (WSP) International • Terre des
Hommes  Schweiz • Quaker United Nations Office

 

http://www.humanrights.ch/cms/front_content.php?idcatart=104&lang=1&client=1||
http://www.eda.admin.ch/pa4
mailto:jakob@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/eng.htm
http://www.swisscoalition.ch/english/pagesnav/H.htm
http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.bethlehem-mission.ch/
http://www.ppp.ch/
http://www.ppp.ch/
http://www.proreda.ch/proj_bruecke.html
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.casin.ch/
http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.ggs-ccs.ch/
http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.helvetas.ch/deutsch/welcome.html
http://www.info-link.org
http://www.info-link.org
http://www.intercooperation.ch/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.interteam.ch/start.htm
http://www.medienhilfe.ch/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.foundation.novartis.com/
http://www.peacebrigades.org/ch/
http://www.sfh-osar.ch/d/index.cfm
http://www.friedensrat.ch/
http://www.sah.ch/de/
http://www.adobe.com/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.redcross.ch/index_html?&setLoop=1
http://www.swissaid.ch/
http://www.wsp-international.org/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.afsc.org/quno.htm

