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From the Center for Peacebuilding

LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks 4th Gender Roundtable
on UN Security Council Resolution 1325
The 4th session of the Gender Roundtable held in early March again met with
lively interest from representatives of the civil society, several non-governmental
organisations (NGOs), women academics and individuals.  The main focus was UN
Security Council Resolution 1325 „Women, Peace and Security“. In the first part of
the session, Cordula Reimann, KOFF specialist on gender issues, elucidated the
history of the resolution, its priorities as well as its political strengths and weak-
nesses. It was unanimously approved on 31 October 2000 by the Security Council
and is so far the only Security Council resolution that exclusively and decisively
addresses the gender dimensions of violent conflict and the role of women in con-
flict, peace processes and conflict transformation. The resolution calls for gender
equality in all Track I-III decision-making processes, the inclusion of the gender
perspective in all reports by the UN Secretary-General, in Security Council missions
and in UN peace processes and peacekeeping deployments, as well as the protec-
tion of the human rights of women and girls.

In the second part of the Roundtable, Patricia Baradun and Barbara Müller of the
Christian Peace Service (cfd) talked about concrete experiences with Resolution
1325. Patricia Baradun discussed starting points for implementing Track I humani-
tarian aid and development cooperation. The resolution gives the greatest interna-
tional political legitimacy to efforts to influence the situation of women or gender
relations in crisis regions through development cooperation. Patricia Baradun sta-
ted that it was no longer a taboo subject to use development cooperation pro-
grammes to alter power relations between women and men. Barbara Müller gave
a critical status report on the extent of familiarity with and implementation of the
Resolution amongst Swiss NGOs and development organisations and their part-
ners in conflict and war-torn areas.

The ensuing discussion turned on the general challenges of successfully imple-
menting 1325 and how Switzerland could and ought to step up its commitment.
The anti-discrimination convention (CEDAW) - ratified by Switzerland - was discus-
sed as a concrete tool for the speedy implementation of Resolution 1325. The next
KOFF Gender Roundtable on 29 April will again be looking at Resolution 1325.
Guest speaker Ancil Adrian-Paul from International Alert will be highlighting the
current discussions and challenges at the international level.

Member of Parliament Barbara Haering (SP/ZH) summed up the specific points
of discussion and policy demands of the Gender Roundtable and introduced a
motion in Parliament in that connection on 10 March.

04.03.04

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann

! KOFF Website

on Gender
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! PeaceWomen

! Unifem
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Barbara Haering

mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
http://www.peacewomen.org
http://www.womenwarpeace.org/toolbox.htm
http://www.womenwarpeace.org/toolbox.htm
http://www.womenwarpeace.org/toolbox.htm
http://www.cfd-ch.org/newsletter_gender.html#Anchor-Newsletter-17761
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/26/Interpellation_Haering.pdf
http://www.un.org/events/res_1325e.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/26/Interpellation_Haering.pdf
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Roundtable on Swiss peace-building programmes
in Kosovo and Macedonia
At the end of March, representatives of Swiss Government Agencies and non-
governmental organisations met to discuss the peace-building programmes being
run by Political Division IV (PA IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs
(DFA) in the Balkans.

Natascha Zupan – responsible for PA IV peace-building programmes in Serbia and
Bosnia – reported on involvement in the work of dealing with the past in Kosovo.
It was meant, on the one hand, to help secure justice and on the other, to provide
the public with access to information about the past. The role of PA IV in the
process was mainly that of „facilitator“ at a regional level. Specifically, it supports,
for example, the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), it
is active in criminal prosecution, works with ex-combatants, networks civil society
players and is engaged in building up a regional network of documentation cen-
tres. Zupan spoke of a long and difficult process, costly programme development
and of indispensable „reality checks“. The discussion brought to the fore just how
difficult it was to deal with the past when there were no prospects for the future.

Matthias Siegfried – responsible for PA IV peace-building programmes in Macedo-
nia – reported on the „Mavrovo Process“ as an example of support for a political
dialogue. Government and opposition as well as crucial players from the internati-
onal community are involved in the process, launched just under a year ago. In
addition to this core dialogue, the so-called „residence dialogue“ between parties
in conflict got under way this year at the Swiss Embassy in Skopje. In addition,
supporting measures have been taken, such as further training for politicians. The
ensuing discussion looked at possible repercussions of such dialogue. Several par-
ticipants cautioned against expecting too much. There was also a discussion of
how to bring civil society into the process so as to prevent the gulf between Go-
vernment and people from widening.

The PA IV commits 5–6 million francs annually to activities in the Balkans. Along-
side the initiatives on dealing with the past and on political dialogue, PA IV also
works with the media and supports bilateral and multilateral conflict management
measures. The next KOFF Balkans Roundtable is expected to take place in May and
should examine current developments in Kosovo and their implications for the
programmes being conducted locally by Swiss players. 22.03.04

New service: KOFF InfoSheets
KOFF has a launched another new service – the publication of KOFF InfoSheets –
intended for its member organisations, the Federal Administration and for those
with a professional interest in peace-building. They contain succinct, practice-ori-
ented information on selected peace-building topics. They are related to priority
topics and on-going KOFF activities and serve to disseminate learning and discus-
sion processes taking place in and around the Center for Peacebuilding.

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks
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mailto:sisson@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.un.org/icty/
http://www.per-usa.org/
http://www.per-usa.org/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info_d.asp?article=93
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info_d.asp?article=93
http://www.berghof-center.org/publications/occasional/boc24e.pdf
http://www.berghof-center.org/publications/occasional/boc24e.pdf
http://www.berghof-center.org/publications/occasional/boc24e.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/InfoSheet/Roles_of.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

KOFF Lorenz Jakob
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LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks

KOFF InfoSheets may lead into a topic or sub-topic, compile action guidelines,
checklists or lessons learned, describe current developments or offer ideas for discus-
sion on particular topics. The KOFF InfoSheets will be appearing irregularly, six to
ten times a year in English. They will be sent electronically to KOFF members and
will also be available on the KOFF website for subscription and/or download.

The first edition of KOFF InfoSheets appeared at the end of March and addressed
the roles of women and men in violent conflicts. The analysis covers the individual,
community and state levels during violent conflict and in post-conflict stages. KOFF
will be devoting future editions, inter alia, to information on conflict-sensitive ap-
proaches, lessons learned from Peace and Conflict Impact Assessments (PCIA),
experiences with KOFF Roundtable discussions and to additional gender-related
issues. 30.03.04

Gratifying feedback on KOFF Newsletter
At the end of 2003, KOFF invited the readers of its Newsletter to make an evaluation
of the publication. By March 2004 some 50 replies had been received, producing an
altogether gratifying picture: on a scale of ten, the newsletter received an average
mark of 8.2 (versus 7.6 in the previous evaluation in 2002). Content, layout and
article or newsletter coverage were highly rated by the great majority. The „News
from the Center for Peacebuilding“and „Swiss non-governmental organisations“
sections elicited the greatest interest. Two-thirds of subscribers read the newsletter
on-screen, a third in printed form. Average reading time is just over 15 minutes
(2002: 10 minutes).

30.03.04

Gender-sensitive conflict analysis in political early warning
At the end of February an in-house continuing education event took place for staff
members of FAST, the swisspeace political early warning project. KOFF staff person
and gender affairs officer Cordula Reimann led the training programme on gen-
der-sensitive conflict analysis and its significance for political early warning. A
practical exercise revealed that specific elements which are potential indicators in
the evolution of a conflict are neglected when the analysis does not expressly
embody a gender focus. The discussion also confirmed that conflict-related factors
can only be fully understood when the analysis includes the gender perspective. It
is therefore indispensable to build this methodological approach into political ear-
ly warning.

The question as to how gender-specific factors, and structural violence in general,
should be anchored in FAST over the long run will of course call for further discussion,
especially since FAST focuses primarily on the likelihood of armed conflicts at the
domestic level. In any case, however, in the future FAST should give greater weight to
a gender perspective when it comes to data collection and conflict analysis.

! Feedback possibility

! Newsletter archives

Further information:

KOFF Lorenz Jakob

! FAST

! Analytical Frameworks

! KOFF Websites

on Gender

mailto:jakob@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/feedback_newsletter_d.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_d.asp
mailto:jakob@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/fast
http://www.swisspeace.org/fast/analytical.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
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 The first step will be to expand the standardised questionnaire used to assemble
data for quantitative analyses by adding a category for „gender“. This should en-
able FAST to gauge the gender-specific relevance of events with a view to develo-
ping new indicators. In addition, FAST desk officers should take greater account of
the gender aspect in conducting conflict analyses. This should also be immediately
incorporated into the FAST Analytical Frameworks. Country-specific Analytical Fra-
meworks serve as the basis for analysing the quarterly FAST Updates and are regu-
larly reviewed. 02.03.04

swisspeace Middle East conference on the „Geneva Initiative“
Some 120 representatives of Palestinian and Jewish organisations in Switzerland
and of concerned non-governmental organisations, Federal Administration, media
and academia came together in March at a conference organised by swisspeace to
discuss the „Geneva Initiative“ and the role of Switzerland. Ghaith al Omari and
Daniel Levy, both of whom helped launch the initiative, emphatically underlined
how crucial it was in the prevailing situation to change the public discourse in
Israel and Palestine radically by means of a clear vision of a peace settlement. The
peace forces and political parties on both sides had in fact long lost their sense of
direction and the people were convinced that peace was not possible.

The conference was not primarily about addressing the pros and cons of the text of
the Initiative but rather about considering those issues on which there was com-
mon ground between the civil society and government actors present and how
they could make a positive contribution to furthering the peace process in connec-
tion with the agreement. The panel discussion demonstrated how crucial it was to
the peace process to recognise those on the opposite side as people with the same
rights and to be aware of their suffering and the wrong done to them. The discus-
sion also addressed the controversy between compromise-based solutions and a
principle-based approach insisting on internationally attested rights, such as the
right of return for refugees. Lastly, it was emphasised how absolutely necessary it
was to involve broad sections of society on both sides, and especially Palestinian
refugees, in the discussion of the „Geneva Initiative“ and a future peace settle-
ment.

Three working groups on „Refugees“, „Human Security“ and „The Role of the
Diaspora“ explored central aspects of a settlement in greater depth and put for-
ward some initial ideas for a Swiss contribution. These include the proposal to
intensify the discussion of the „Geneva Initiative“ within the Jewish and Palestini-
an diasporas. KOFF offered to make available its existing Roundtable framework
for such exchanges. 10.03.04

Further information:

FAST Hannelore Wallner

KOFF Cordula Reimann
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Further information:

KOFF, Anita Müller

! swisspeace website

on the conference

! KOFF Website on

Israel/Palestine

! Newsletter Focus

3 march 04

mailto:wallner@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:Anita.Mueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_middleeast.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/newsletter/2004/NL25_e.pdf
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Further information:

swisspeace

Albrecht Schnabel

Pro UNCOPAC as model for dialogue
between civil societies and governments
Representatives of peace initiatives, research institutions and other entities invol-
ved in peace work, swisspeace among them, met in Berlin in February for a confe-
rence organised by the Pro UNCOPAC Initiative. The meeting had two objectives:
first, it was to help prepare for the European NGO Conference in Dublin from 31
March to 2 April on „The Role of NGOs and Civil Society in the Prevention of
Armed Conflict“, which in turn will be preparatory to the NGO World Conference
on the same topic scheduled for 2005 at the United Nations headquarters. Second,
the conference was to furnish information about Pro UNCOPAC (United Nations
Commission on Peace and Crisis Prevention). Pro UNCOPAC is a German-Austrian
initiative that advocates the creation of a Commission that would make recom-
mendations on early non-military preventive action to the General Assembly, the
Security Council and the United Nations Secretary-General.

The conference explored civil society interaction with governments in crisis preven-
tion and conflict transformation, and also examined the role of civil society in crisis
prevention and conflict transformation, in preparation for Dublin. At the same time,
challenges and mechanisms for a constructive dialogue between civil society and
governments were formulated and UNCOPAC was discussed as a model for such a
dialogue. Recommendations were also adopted for the European Conference in
Dublin and a working group set up to make the Pro UNCOPAC Initiative internatio-
nal and pave the way for the early establishment of an Action Group to implement
UNCOPAC. Swisspeace is also a member of the working group. 13.02.04

Authors’ workshop on Gender Perspectives on Small Arms
The authors of an international research project on „Gender Perspectives on Small
Arms and Light Weapons“ being run by swisspeace, the United Nations University
in Tokyo and the Small Arms Survey in Geneva met from 29 February to 2 March in
Cape Town. The project aims to use publications and to cooperate with other re-
search projects and initiatives in order to draw attention to the different ways in
which small arms affect the security of women and men and how women and men
can monitor and reduce the proliferation of small arms. More than 20 project col-
laborators are laying out their scientific and personal experiences in case studies
that offer both thorough scientific analysis and practical recommendations.

Furthermore, the project is drawing up suggestions for the creation of mechanisms
to allow these insights to feed into the policies and practical work of civil society,
governments, regional organisations and the UN. The recommendations will be
incorporated directly into the work of the UN conferences on small arms and light
weapons in 2005 and 2006. Swisspeace together with the Geneva Centre for Hu-
manitarian Dialogue and the Cape Town Centre for Conflict Resolution organised a
public conference on „Armed Violence, Weapons Availability, and Gender-Aware
Possibilities for Action“ following immediately on the authors’ workshop. The out-
comes of the authors’ workshop and the conference will be published shortly in a
swisspeace working paper. 02.03.04

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks
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Further information:
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mailto:schnabel@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.pro-uncopac.info
http://www.xs4all.nl/~conflic1/PR/Flyer.pdf
http://www.xs4all.nl/~conflic1/PR/Flyer.pdf
http://www.iansa.org/women/hold_on_bullets.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/
http://www.hdcentre.org/
http://www.hdcentre.org/
mailto:schnabel@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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Focus

KOFF survey shows considerable involvement
in mainstreaming of conflict sensitivity
In the mid-1990s an awareness developed that outside interventions in conflict
situations could also have negative impacts alongside the hoped-for positive ones.
Since then, international cooperation organisations have endeavoured to structu-
re their projects and programmes in a conflict-sensitive manner. To gain an over-
view of how Swiss organisations approach the mainstreaming of conflict sensitivi-
ty, KOFF sent a questionnaire to its members and partner organisations in the
autumn of 2003. The survey inquired whether institutional, planning and develop-
ment policy changes or adjustments had already been made by the various organi-
sations, what experiences had been gathered and what further plans were being
considered  by the organisations. The feedback from the 14 responding organisati-
ons shows a strong commitment and a professional approach to the topic on the
part of all. It also emerges, however, that mainstreaming a topic as complex and
as difficult as conflict sensitivity will take time and require careful analysis. The
questions and answers are given in gist hereunder.

Are there already concepts and guidelines?

One-fourth of the organisations have already devised a concept for incorporating
conflict sensitivity into organisational procedures and practice. Most of them, ho-
wever, are now precisely in the process of drawing up concepts, guidelines and
strategy papers. For capacity-related reasons, the smaller organisations in particu-
lar are often able to address the topic only on a context-specific and ad hoc basis.

How is the topic institutionally anchored?

Only the larger organisations have a dedicated unit or even a specialised division.
A few have assigned conflict sensitivity to a thematically related field or set up
appropriate working groups. Yet others have designated contact persons with
mandates though without defined percentages of working time. In some organisa-
tions, the staff as a whole is jointly charged with implementing conflict sensitivity.

How is conflict sensitivity incorporated into project work?

The largest Swiss organisations have already built the topic theoretically into Pro-
ject Cycle Management (PCM) and are now implementing it gradually, though in
very different ways and with varying degrees of intensity. These organisations are
planning or are working to adapt already existing tools to suit their needs. Institu-
tionally anchored or even organisation-specific tools or aids are therefore still in
short supply at present. What is striking is that most organisations are integrating
conflict sensitivity in the realm of project evaluation. Conflict-sensitive planning or
conflict-sensitive monitoring of projects and/or programmes has seldom been done
to date. Observations or assessments of conflict situations have hitherto been car-
ried out mostly on a targeted and context-specific basis.

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks

! KOFF website on

„Tools and Conflict
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! Workshop „Main-
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http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_tools.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL1003/BonnWSMainstreaming.pdf
http://pcia.fewer.org/assets/511.pdf
http://pcia.fewer.org/assets/511.pdf
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/?offset=5&subject=17
http://www.peacebrigades.org/switzerland/pbi_ch_rundbrief_1_2004.pdf
http://www.peacebrigades.org/switzerland/pbi_ch_rundbrief_1_2004.pdf
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Further information:

KOFF Esther Marthaler

What are the approaches used in mainstreaming conflict sensitivity?

Most of the organisations follow the „Do No Harm“ approach, and a few already
have experience with Peace and Conflict Impact Assessments (PCIAs). In addition
to these, concepts from church organisations are also applied, and several organi-
sations work with the concept of empowerment.

What will be the next steps?

In addition to implementing existing concepts or devising their own concepts and
guidelines, the organisations are planning mainly training courses, workshops or
meetings, so as to create more awareness of the topic and to qualify staff. Some
organisations wish to provide more advice to programme leaders or country of-
fices, while a few are already planning to train local staff or partners.

What have been the experiences so far?

The degree of ownership of the topic within organisations was specifically cited as
a positive experience, even if some organisations see the need for some catching
up in that regard. Other positive experiences are the generally keen interest of
programme leaders, more extensive and animated discourse on implementation
practices, the creation of thematic, in-house continuing training courses and gene-
rally greater care in project work. Many organisations regard as problematic the
still inadequate transfer to partner organisations, the task of integrating conflict
sensitivity into existing procedures, the complexities of the topic and the resulting
slow implementation, differing assessments of the need for action, lack of guideli-
nes and above all the lack of personnel and financial resources.

Mainstreaming of conflict sensitivity as KOFF priority topic

KOFF is now exploring the mainstreaming of conflict-sensitivity in depth and will
continue to do so in the future. In the process, KOFF also cultivates working con-
tacts with German organisations. Last autumn, the German Development Service
jointly with World Vision Germany conducted a similar survey amongst all German
development cooperation organisations. An evaluation workshop was held after-
wards in Bonn at the end of September with the major German development and
peace organisations, intended as the first step in a shared learning process. KOFF
participated in this workshop and reported on experiences in Switzerland.

mailto:esther.marthaler@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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Further information:

SRK, Thomas Bürge

News from Swiss NGOs

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks World Vision Switzerland becomes KOFF’s 37th member
The Christian humanitarian charity World Vision Switzerland became a new KOFF
member organisation in March. The relief agency has been active since 1982 and
is now one of Switzerland’s largest. It provides long-term development cooperati-
on as well as emergency and disaster relief. World Vision Switzerland aims to use
lasting measures to combat poverty, disease and the oppression of people in the
countries in the South and East. Children are a central focus. This is why the system
of godparenthood was chosen as a means of co-financing and there are currently
more than 40,000 Swiss godparents.

World Vision Switzerland is currently supporting and accompanying 73 projects in
28 countries. Most of the projects are long-term, sustainable development pro-
grammes in regions with 20,000 to 100,000 inhabitants, where the agency endea-
vours to improve schooling, healthcare, agriculture, water supply and so on. In
parallel, it conducts activities pertaining to street children, female genital mutilati-
on, HIV/AIDS, crafts promotion and peace-building. The projects are financed pri-
marily by private donations, as well as public funds. World Vision Switzerland be-
longs to the global World Vision partnership network, whose national units are
nevertheless independent organisations.

Peace-building is becoming an increasingly important part of World Vision
Switzerland’s development work. In several countries the organisation mediates
between hostile ethnic groups and helps them find a peaceful framework. The
agency sets great store in the training of project workers in peace-building me-
thods. The intention is to enable them to recognise evolving conflicts at an early
stage and help in resolving them. World Vision Switzerland is conducting special
peace-building projects in certain countries and regions, as in Kosovo and Bolivia
for example. 15.03.04

SRC symposium on ethics in humanitarian aid
In mid-March, the Swiss Red Cross (SRC) held a symposium in Berne on the theme
„Disaster relief for whom? Ethics in humanitarian aid“. Pierre de Senarclens, Vice-
President of the SRC, Eva von Oelreich, Head of Disaster Preparedness and Re-
sponse of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies,
and Marco Ferrari, Deputy Head of the Humanitarian Aid of the Swiss Confedera-
tion, elucidated the context and practice of humanitarian aid from various angles.
Referring amongst other things to the „World Disaster Report 2003“, they pointed
up the difficulties of fulfilling ethical principles. Martin Fuhrer, Head of Internatio-
nal Cooperation of the SRC, used real-life emergency aid situations to portray the
complexity of decision-making in the area of conflict between eminently justifiable
but partly contradictory interests. All the presentations underlined the need to con-
tinue critically to examine the problematic aspects of humanitarian aid, to be mindful
of „lessons learned“ in future actions and, in close cooperation with local partner
organisations, to gear efforts more toward the central needs of disaster victims.

16.3.04

! World Vision
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! World Desaster Report

2003

! Code of Conduct

mailto:d.baertschi@worldvision.ch
mailto:Thomas.Buerge@redcross.ch
http://www.worldvision.ch/
http://www.worldvision.ch/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/members_form.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/members_form.htm
http://www.redcross.ch/activities/international/news/news_html?newsid=048351794472
www.redcross.ch/international/
http://www.ifrc.org/publicat/wdr2003/
http://www.ifrc.org/publicat/wdr2003/
http://www.ifrc.org/publicat/conduct/  
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News from Swiss Government Agencies

Online nomination of women for 2005 Nobel Peace Prize
The „1000 Women for the Nobel Peace Prize 2005“ project offers the possibility of
nominating a woman for the Nobel Peace Prize online until 31 May 2004. Regional
women coordinators – in part together with a national or regional advisory body –
will be making a preliminary selection from amongst the women suggested. The
team of coordinators together with internationally eminent persons will make the
final nominations in October 2004. Internationally known women with a long and
consistent record of advocacy for justice, nonviolence and tolerance may be nomi-
nated for the 2005 Nobel Peace Prize. 16.03.04

PBI team in Papua
A PBI team arrived in the conflict-ridden province of Papua (Irian Jaya) in mid-
March. The team is currently building up the required security network. Papua is
the archipelago’s biggest island; the eastern part is independent (Papua New Gui-
nea), while the western part belongs to Indonesia. The island is only sparsely po-
pulated and is therefore a country of immigration. Secessionist aspirations led to
forceful repression, the militarisation of the province and to gross human rights
violations. In addition, there are conflicts over the exploitation of mineral resour-
ces and over lumbering activities. 18.03.04
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! Current circular letter

of PBI Switzerland

Women Foreign Ministers meet on violence against women
At the invitation of Federal Councillor Micheline Calmy-Rey, 20 women Foreign
Ministers and women government representatives met on 15 March to discuss
common actions to counter violence against women. The meeting took place on
the fringes of the 60th session of the UN Commission on Human Rights in Geneva.
A declaration was published following the meeting. At the High-Level Segment of
60th UN Commission on Human Rights the next day, the women Foreign Ministers
and government representatives appealed to leading politicians – women and
men – and to civil society worldwide to make common cause in eliminating the
obstacles preventing the fulfilment of the human rights of women. Violence against
women is one of the most frequent human rights violations; according to the Council
of Europe, one in five women falls victim to violence every day in Europe alone.

Attending the women Foreign Ministers meeting were government representatives
from Australia, Burkina Faso, El Salvador, Estonia, Germany, Guatemala, Italy, Ye-
men, Canada, Cape Verde, Croatia, Luxembourg, Niger, Austria, Paraguay, Philippi-
nes, Rwanda, South Africa and Sweden. Many women Foreign Ministers who could
not attend endorsed the declaration. The meeting was the outcome of an initiative
called „Women and Migration“, launched by the Salvadorian Foreign Minister in
September 2003 on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly session in New York.
The Foreign Ministers wish to meet again in autumn 2004 in New York. 15.03.04
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Further information:

DFA Valérie Nadrai

! DFA information

http://www.1000peacewomen.org/de/html/nomination/index.php
mailto:rebecca.vermot@1000peacewomen.org
mailto:valerie.nadrai@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/recent/press/addmat/sdcp09.html
http://www.peacebrigades.org/switzerland/pbi_ch_rundbrief_1_2004.pdf
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! CSW recommendations

! Report Kofi Annan

! Report DFA
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! OeME

! Newsletter article:

„accompanying peace

processes and buttres-

sing Federalism“

CSW Conference strives for greater involvement
of women in peace processes
Political Department IV of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) took
part in the 48th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) in New
York in March. The central theme of the conference was „Women’s equal partici-
pation in conflict prevention, management and conflict resolution and in post con-
flict peace building“. The conference approved recommendations demonstrating
the expanded roles that women could play in peace processes. In addition, an
outline was given of possible ways of implementing international commitments –
in particular UN Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security (2000), as well as
the Beijing Action Plan (1995) and Beijing +5 (2000). The text emphasises that the
participation of women in peace processes is not merely a question of justice but
an essential factor in realising a lasting peace and creating a democratic society.
The recommendations are intended for parties in conflict, international mediators,
the civilian population, peace missions as well as non-governmental organisations
active in peace-building. 14.03.04

Parliamentary delegation in Sri Lanka
In February a delegation of nine Swiss parliamentarians from both Houses paid a
ten-day visit to Sri Lanka. The delegation concluded that the ceasefire in Sri Lanka
was in danger and that the historic opportunity for peace could be wasted if the
country’s reconstruction and development did not move ahead quickly and if no
fundamental state reforms were made. The parties in conflict were still committing
gross violations of fundamental human rights. Against this backdrop, delegation
members felt that Switzerland was duty-bound to continue to intensify its engage-
ment in Sri Lanka. They took note of the large number of Tamil refugees in Switzer-
land and of the limited, but effective potential of Switzerland in providing in hu-
manitarian aid and development cooperation as well as  in promoting federal
structures and peace and human rights policies. 

The delegation was impressed by the official Swiss engagement in Sri Lanka, inclu-
ding the substantial co-financing of peace work being done by the Berghof Foun-
dation for Conflict Studies or mine clearance activities. The Center for Peacebuil-
ding evaluated the trip together with all participants. The results of the trip are
feeding into various policy areas; amongst other things contacts are envisaged
with Federal Councillor Calmy-Rey who is expected to visit Sri Lanka later this year.

The trip was organised by the Migration Unit and OeME (Ecumenical Movement,
Mission and Development Cooperation) Unit of the Reformed Churches of Berne-
Jura-Solothurn. The visit was conducted in close cooperation with the DFA and the
Swiss Embassy in Sri Lanka and was supported by Caritas Switzerland, Helvetas,
Swisscontact and locally by terre des hommes. The relief organisations presented
their reconstruction, development cooperation and peace-building activities to the
members of the delegation. 20.03.04

Further information:

DFA Valérie Nadrai

Further information:

Fachstelle OeME,

Matthias Hui 

http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/csw48/ac-wp-auv.pdf
http://www.peacewomen.org/un/ecosoc/CSW/SGThematicReportMen48.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/newyork_miss/e/home/interv/58th/comite.Par.0003.UpFile.pdf/Discours%20CSW%20FINAL%202004.pdf
http://www.oeme.ch/_kirchenweb/_ausgabeseiten/kurz-seite.php?freepagename=oeme-bejuso
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info.asp?article=8
mailto:valerie.nadrai@eda.admin.ch
mailto:matthias.hui@refbejuso.ch
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International News
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In this section, KOFF is

reporting on news from

ten international partner

organisations:

! Berghof-Center

! Conciliation Resources

! EPLO

! European Platform for

Conflict Prevention

! FriEnt

! GTZ

! International Alert

! Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

! Responding to Conflict

! Unifem

Berghof
! The Berghof Research Center for Constructive Conflict Management in Berlin

invites applications for the post of Director, from 1 July 2004. 15.03.04

Conciliation Resources
! CR’s Accord Programme is starting a new thematic project on „engaging armed

non-state actors in peace processes“ and would welcome feedback on its
consultation paper. 18.03.04

EPLO
! EU Foreign Affairs Ministers welcomed the interim report entitled „An EU Stra-

tegic Partnership with the Mediterranean and the Middle East“. The report pre-
sents an analysis of the EU’s current engagement in the region and sets out
eleven key objectives and principles for this partnership. 23.03.04

! The European Commission is seeking proposals for support to Civil Society in
the Balkans. 23.03.04

! The ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly meeting has adopted a resolution
on „Conflict prevention and resolution and the establishment of a lasting peace“.

27.02.04

GTZ
! The new GTZ web pages on „Rehabilitation and Crisis Prevention“ offer com-

prehensive information about GTZ activities and reference projects as well as
access to further information sources und expert advice. 13.03.04

UNIFEM
! UNIFEM co-organised and participated in a variety of events and activities

throughout the 48th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women.
15.03.04

Events
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other pointers to events

and training courses are

available through the

KOFF-Infomarket.

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo
! Inge Remmert- Fontes will be running a continuing education seminar on in-

tercultural conflict consultancy and a training course on „Mediation for Conflict
Transformation“ from 15 to 18 April in Lucerne.

! Women for Peace, Switzerland will be holding their annual conference on
24 April in Basel.

! The 5th session of the KOFF Gender Roundtable is set for 29 April in Berne.

http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.euconflict.org/
http://www.euconflict.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gtz.de/crisisprevention/deutsch/instrumente.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.respond.org/
http://www.unifem.org/
http://www.berghof-center.org/publications/other/advertisement_berghof_english.pdf
http://www.c-r.org/accord/ansa/consultansa.shtml
http://www.eu2004.ie/templates/news.asp?sNavlocator=66&list_id=451
http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/cgi/frame12.pl
http://www.europarl.eu.int/intcoop/acp/60_07/pdf/resolution01_en.pdf
http://www.gtz.de/cpr
http://www.unifem.org/campaigns/csw/unifem_at_csw.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events_info.asp?event=96
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/Veranstaltungen/veranstaltungen.html


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 26  13

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publications

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

Mohammed Abu-

Nimer. Nonviolence

and Peace Building in

Islam - Theory and

Practice. University

Press of Florida 2003.

Nonviolence and peace-building in Islam
As a religion and culture, Islam offers a wealth of values, symbols and traditions
that could be fruitfully harnessed for peaceful conflict transformation. This is the
conclusion drawn by Mohammed Abu-Nimer in his new study „Nonviolence and
Peace-Building in Islam - Theory and Practice“. In the first part he sheds light on a
series of principles from the Koran and the writings of the Prophets that refer
directly to the nonviolent settlement of disputes or could be used to that end. He
points to the stereotyped western perception of Islam basically as a religion that
propagates violence, but also to the gulf between the ideals and their implementa-
tion in most contemporary Muslim societies.

The second part comprises three interesting case studies on the first Palestinian
intifada, traditional Arab mediation and conflict-settlement mechanisms, and on
the difficulties facing western experts in disseminating nonviolent methods in the
Islamic world.

Abu-Nimer discusses a hitherto little explored field. He puts forward ideas as to
how constructive peace building could tap into values and traditions deeply em-
bedded in Muslim societies and the obstacles that may arise in so doing.

UNIFEMs Portal on Women, Peace & Security
An excellent site and a must for everybody who wants to keep up-to-date with
international and national debates and developments in the area of gender, con-
flict and peace-building. The site’s main aim is to inform key decision-makers, acti-
vists and academia and to provoke greater response to women’s experience of
war and peace making. To this end, the visitor is provided with the full text of
current international conventions, resolutions and policy recommendations.
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Web portal

Web tip
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http://www.womenwarpeace.org/
mailto:jakob@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/eng.htm
http://www.swisscoalition.ch/english/pagesnav/H.htm
http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.bethlehem-mission.ch/
http://www.ppp.ch/
http://www.ppp.ch/
http://www.proreda.ch/proj_bruecke.html
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.casin.ch/
http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.ggs-ccs.ch/
http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.helvetas.ch/deutsch/welcome.html
http://www.info-link.org
http://www.info-link.org
http://www.intercooperation.ch/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.interteam.ch/start.htm
http://www.medienhilfe.ch/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.foundation.novartis.com/
http://www.peacebrigades.org/ch/
http://www.afsc.org/quno.htm
http://www.sfh-osar.ch/d/index.cfm
http://www.friedensrat.ch/
http://www.sah.ch/de/
http://www.adobe.com/
http://www.adobe.com/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.redcross.ch/index_html?&setLoop=1
http://www.swissaid.ch/

