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Southeast Europe Roundtable:
analysis and perspectives after the unrest in Kosovo
The Southeast Europe Roundtable met at the end of May to share analyses about
the unrest in Kosovo in March and to consider possible implications for program-
mes in the area. The first part of the Roundtable was devoted to an analysis of the
events. Two participants, Olivier Haener of the Swiss Foreign Ministry and Carole
Gürtler of Medienhilfe, delivered presentations that examined the disturbances
from two different perspectives.

Olivier Haener presented a macro-analysis that focused on political, social, and
economic factors. Although the ethnic dimension of the conflict figured promi-
nently in the media, in his view, high levels of unemployment especially among
youth and the unresolved status question were among the root causes of the riots.
The violence, which for the first time was also directed at UN peace-keeping troops
and institutions, served as an outlet for social unrest due to a lack of political and
economic perspective. The elections in October and the resolution of the status
question in 2005 will be decisive for the future of Kosovo.

Carole Gürtler shared an on-going, in-house analysis of the events in the form of a
conflict mapping which Medienhilfe had prepared in order to define the roles and
levels of involvement of its local partners. The various graphic representations of
the conflict from a macro- to a micro-level focused on the role of the media. The
gap in communication between the different ethnic communities was reinforced
by a linguistic divide in the media. Each community is focused on the media in its
own language; programming in Albanian radio and television for minorities is
mistrusted by the minority groups themselves.

The discussion following the presentations focused on the difficulty of building civil
society in Kosovo. The differences in mentality between rural and urban populations,
the role of family clans in rural environments, for example, and the lack of bourgeois
tradition in the cities were mentioned as important factors. Returning to the analysis
of the unrest, a consensus arose that the unresolved status of Kosovo was impeding
economic development and consequently posed the greatest threat to stability.

The second part of the Roundtable was devoted to questions regarding the effects of
the riots and the role of development projects in the region. Two discussion groups
were formed to consider issues in this regard. A key question centred on the future of
the Serbian minority in Kosovo. This issue is also linked to the status question, but has
obvious implications for short-term and mid-term development programmes. Closer
cooperation between governmental and non-governmental development agencies
was called for so as to pursue effective programmes with minorities. 26.05.04

Israel/Palestine Roundtable: the role of Hamas
The role of Hamas and current developments in Israeli-Palestinian conflict formed the
topics of the second KOFF Israel/Palestine Roundtable this year. Some 30 representati-
ves of Swiss government agencies and non-governmental organisations were present.

http://www.medienhilfe.ch/
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/e/home/foreign/humsec/Public/fosoeu.Par.0002.UpFile.pdf/dc_040201_focus12_e.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/29/ICG_Collapse%20in%20Kosovo.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/29/KosovoStandardsImplementation%20Program.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/29/KosovoStandardsImplementation%20Program.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/29/swpKosovo_nach_den_unruhen.pdf
mailto:jonathan.sisson@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_middleeast.htm
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! Dealing with Hamas

(ICG-Report)

! International Crisis

Group (ICG)

! SDC in Palestine

In the first part of the event, Mouin Rabbani from the International Crisis Group
(ICG) provided some background on the evolution of the Islamic resistance move-
ment Hamas from a rather marginal social movement into a serious rival of the
PLO. His analysis showed that Hamas continuously developed its political strategy,
constantly mindful of organisational goals and domestic political considerations.
The document setting out its ideological principles - the 1988 Charter - with its
simple Islamic agenda and uncompromising stance vis-à-vis Israel, serves the or-
ganisation above all for mobilisation purposes. The actual strategies and activities,
however, bear the mark of a certain pragmatism and a willingness to compromise,
Rabbani said. For some years now, Hamas has been prepared to agree to a pro-
tracted or years-long ceasefire with Israel under certain conditions, which boil down
to implicit recognition of the two-State solution. For Rabbani, it is clear that the
organisation is now too strongly embedded in Palestinian society to be defeated
militarily. He therefore recommends that Hamas should be included in an internal
Palestinian strategy dialogue and in political elections.

In the second part of the meeting, Annick Tonti, Head of the Middle East and North
Africa (MENA) Division of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
(SDC), described the generally difficult local conditions in which development coo-
peration and humanitarian aid had to be provided. This included not least of all the
disastrous economic situation and the extreme difficulty in accessing projects, es-
pecially in the Gaza Strip. The SDC nonetheless intends to continue its work despi-
te the problems. Yet, many issues pertaining to future activities were now being
discussed in anticipation of a unilateral Israeli withdrawal and a possible change
of power in the Gaza Strip. The presentation gave rise to an intense discussion on
conditionality in cooperation work. The question of the effectiveness of the work
done so far was also raised. The next Israel/Palestine Roundtable is scheduled for
October. 01.06.04

Workshop on State failure and implications for peace building
At the request of Political Department IV (PD IV) of the Swiss Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (MFA), KOFF organised a one-day workshop in June under the theme  „Sta-
te Failure – Implications for Peace-building“. Over 30 staff members from PD IV as
well as representatives of other institutions took part. The event was meant to
provide an update on the most recent discussions on this topic and to discuss the
background to the waning or already non-existent sovereignty of the central state
authority in many countries and the implications for players in peace-building. In
addition, PD IV wanted to clarify whether the issue called for special skills to be
developed or even for a new crosscutting theme.

In the morning session, Till Förster, Ethnology Professor at Basle University, presen-
ted several theoretical approaches. He highlighted concepts that attempt to use
empirical analyses to provide new explanations of the phenomenon of apparently
„failing“ or weak States. The conventional models were based on a European-
oriented concept of the State and could therefore not adequately encompass alter-
native developments. Matt Bryden of the International Crisis Group then took a

mailto:Anita.Mueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.crisisweb.org/home/index.cfm?id=2488&l=1
http://www.crisisweb.org/home/index.cfm
http://www.deza.admin.ch/countrydoc.php?userhash=8441660&navID=105&lID=6
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closer look at the disintegration of the State in Somalia. His analysis made clear
that the formal collapse of the State was not synonymous with the society effec-
tively becoming dysfunctional. Before its collapse in Somalia, the State had been
the main source of insecurity and violence.

Both speakers stressed that in many regions legal certainty and crucial services
were better assured thanks to local or private initiatives than in States with central
governments that were intact. The inputs and the ensuing discussions raised fun-
damental issues regarding the State, statehood, and alternative forms of political
organisation: is a bad State better than no State at all? Is the reconstruction of the
State in certain cases at odds with peace-building? What is the role of NGOs as
partners for cooperation in such contexts?

The second part of the workshop discussed the real significance of this issue for
the three areas of work of PD IV, i.e. economy, human security, and constitutional
processes. The participants concluded that it did not seem meaningful to make
„Failed States“ into a new crosscutting theme. The discussions did nevertheless
raise several central issues that warrant further study. 11.06.04

6th Gender Roundtable on peace constituencies
A large number of civil society representatives, several non-governmental organi-
sations (NGOs), academics, and individuals displayed a keen interest in attending
the 6th session of the Gender Roundtable at the end of June. The topic of the
Roundtable was the „Support of Peace Constituencies: Implications and Conse-
quences from a Gender-sensitive Perspective“.

In the first part of the Roundtable, Cordula Reimann, KOFF, gave an overview of
the current international practice of building „peace constituencies“, that is, buil-
ding a sustainable, institutionalised infrastructure for peace-building through com-
plementary levels of actors and strategies from tracks I-III. In doing so, she referred
to lessons learned from different peace processes in South Africa, Burundi, Guate-
mala and Sri Lanka. Cordula Reimann analysed the concrete challenges and entry-
points for all three levels of actors and strategies from a gender-sensitive perspec-
tive. The underlying hypothesis was that all three tracks are based on and structured
by implicit and explicit gender dimensions. If we do not take those into account,
we offer nothing but a distorted and simplified picture of the complex process of
„building peace constituencies“.

In the second part, Tamara Münger, Political Department IV of the Federal Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs (DFA), started by stressing that PD IV has only very recently
begun developing a more systematic approach to gender and peace-building. She
took up the challenges and possible entry-points for track I actors discussed earlier
and analysed them from the perspective from the PD IV. In this context, she poin-
ted to the two illustrative examples, the Intra-Congolese Dialogue and the Sou-
theastern European Regional Women’s Parliamentary Caucus, which the PA IV has
been supporting for the last couple of years. Taking these two examples, Tamara
Münger highlighted the real political challenges for a governmental institution
such as PD IV in supporting local gender-sensitive approaches to peace-building

Further information:
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when the local gender power asymmetries were deep-rooted. The debate revolved
around the following main questions, how far do the projects of the PD IV focus on
changing gender relations or exclusively on bringing women on board; if women
are not track I, should one focus on track II and III or accept the given political
status quo and bring in gender at a later stage; why should women be involved in
track I processes if they do not have the necessary political bargaining power; and
how to integrate and support female and male ex-combatants in peace constitu-
encies. The discussion highlighted how complex and sometimes contradictory gen-
der-sensitive approaches to building peace constituencies turn out in practice.

The next Gender Roundtable will take place on August 12, 2004 and will focus on
„Gender and Conflict Analysis“ and how to make conflict analyses (more) gender-
sensitive. 24.06.04

Second Sudan Roundtable
A second meeting within the Sudan Roundtable discussions was held at the end of
June with a view to examining the current issues (Darfur/North/South peace talks)
in the overall context. See therefore the focus article in this newsletter issue.

25.06.04

Tenth Angola Roundtable on corruption
The KOFF Angola roundtable on „Corruption in Angola“ was held on 29 June and
attended by 16 representatives from governmental and non-governmental organi-
sations. Guest speaker was Alex Vines, a long-standing Human Rights Watch Re-
searcher and Head of the Africa Programme of the Royal Institute of International
Affairs (RIIA) in London.

The basis of Vines’ contribution was the HRW report entitled „Some Transparency,
No Accountability: The Use of Oil Revenue in Angola and Its Impact on Human
Rights“ (January 2004) as well as the current state of affairs. Relying on unpublis-
hed figures from the International Monetary Fund, this report maintains that the
„disappearance“ of government revenue to the tune of US$ 4.2 billion between
1997 and 2002 has had an impact on Angola’s social and human rights situation
at least as negative as the high level of military spending during the war. Accor-
ding to Vines, after having reacted vehemently at first to the HRW publication, the
Angolan Government has been adopting a more pragmatic and cooperative attitu-
de in recent months. Behind this change of heart is the acute cash crisis the Ango-
lan Government is facing, as well asrising domestic pressure for reform in regard
to the nextelections, probably to take place in 2006.

Yet Vines believes it would be premature to speak of a real willingness to under-
take reforms, for while western oil companies are gradually putting transparency
standards in place, the Angolan Government is turning increasingly to non-wes-
tern oil companies  (India, China). Besides, the Angolan Government is still playing
creditor countries off against one another, at times exerting serious pressure on

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann
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! KOFF InfoSheet

countries with strategic interests in the Angolan oil industry (e.g. France). It also
rejects any retrospective review and analysis of corrupt practices (Angolagate) Yet
international players should recognise and take up on the positive signals before
the Angolan Government’s financial situation improves again at the end of 2004.
More transparency should be demanded not only regarding Angolan government
revenues but also spending. Furthermore, it is now imperative to extend trans-
parency campaigns such as the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI)
to Angola’s diamond industry.

Reacting to questions from roundtable participants regarding the real potential for
conflict in Angola, Vines takes the view that it is indeed realistic in the near future
to expect violent social unrest resulting from extreme frustration, mainly in the
cities. He also believes that the ruling MPLA party and the Angolan President has
every reason to fear losing power to UNITA, at the latest by the elections in 2010.
For the purposes of conflict prevention, Vines recommends that arrangements for
close monitoring should be put in place from now, in preparation for the 2006
elections. The next roundtable is expected to take place in September. 29.06.04

Second KOFF InfoSheet on PCIA and conflict sensitivity
KOFF published the second edition of its „KOFF InfoSheet“ at the end of May. The
seven-page report is entitled „Peace and Conflict Impact Assessment (PCIA) and
Conflict Sensitivity“. It discusses conflict-sensitive methods and approaches for
gauging the actual and potential impacts of interventions for the purposes of hu-
manitarian aid, development cooperation and peace-building and for mainstrea-
ming conflict sensitivity in all programme and project work. The paper starts by
clarifying the terminology and indicates core concepts, goals and structures as
well as the theoretical and conceptual bases of such impact assessments. Other
chapters address conflict analyses and project cycle-management as well as plan-
ned and unexpected impacts. Lastly, the paper mentions some highly promising
approaches to the subject and compiles up-to-date reading material for practitio-
ners. 31.05.04
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Greater role for Swiss peace-building in Sudan
Sudan has been occupying an increasingly central place on the agenda of Swiss
players in civil peace-building in recent months. Official Switzerland was involved
in the successful peace talks for southern Sudan and is also taking part in the
follow-up discussions now under way. In Darfur, it is cautiously attempting to influ-
ence the Sudanese Government and is providing humanitarian aid. The relief agen-
cies are providing mainly emergency aid in Darfur, but are somewhat hopeful that
they will be able to help build up civil society in the south as well.

Switzerland’s part in the successful IGAD negotiations

At the end of May, the 19-month long peace talks between the Sudanese Govern-
ment and the Sudanese People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) culminated in a
peace agreement. The negotiations were led by the Inter-Governmental Authority
on Development (IGAD) with the support of the USA, United Kingdom and Nor-
way. Switzerland and Italy acted as advisers. The resulting framework agreement
governs political power sharing amongst the players, the inclusion of the armed
forces and militias and the distribution of oil revenues. In addition, the agreements
determine the status of the three disputed border areas and open the way for the
South to hold a referendum on self-determination after a transition period.

Tough follow-up negotiations

The conclusion of the agreement by no means signifies the end of the conflict.
Follow-up talks are already under way to regulate ceasefire agreements with over
40 militia groups as well as implement and supervise the agreement. Switzerland
is again involved and is able to draw on its experiences from the 2002 Nuba Moun-
tains ceasefire negotiations. At the time, the Sudanese Government reached a
ceasefire agreement with the SPLM for the Nuba region of central Sudan thanks to
joint Swiss and US brokering. Swiss personnel are still involved through the Joint
Monitoring Commission responsible for overseeing this agreement. If the ceasefire
and implementation accords are signed, they will give way to a six-month pre-
transition period and a six-year transition period. The chances of a successful peace
in Southern Sudan will nevertheless depend on the inclusion of the militias and the
cessation of hostilities in the disputed areas. In particular, the major task of con-
verting the SPLM from a rebel organisation into a government organisation still
remains to be done.

Swiss peace building in Southern Sudan

Fully aware of Sudan’s diversity and with due regard for the various cultures, the
Swiss Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) is funding governance-related initiatives in
southern Sudan and supporting the People-to-People Peace Process being conduc-
ted by relief agencies and the Sudanese Council of Churches. This process aims to
bring together over 60 southern Sudanese tribes on a common platform. Federal
Councillor Micheline Calmy-Rey spent four days in Sudan in late June. She held
official discussions with the Sudanese Government and met with representatives
of international humanitarian organisations being supported by Switzerland. The
Swiss relief agencies have been working closely with local partners for many years
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! Medair

! WSP International

Further information:

Peter Aeberhard

now and are providing programme and infrastructure support in the fields of health-
care, veterinary medicine, and education. (For more information, see the relevant
KOFF web pages.)

Broken ceasefire and humanitarian aid in Darfur

Despite intensive lobbying by relief agencies, opposition groups and minorities
from the North were never brought into the IGAD peace talks. Although the con-
flict in Darfur had been escalating steadily for the past two years, it is only now
that world opinion is reacting to the humanitarian disaster and human rights vio-
lations that are out of hand. A ceasefire agreement was indeed signed in April, but
has hardly been observed so far. The first international observers have now started
arriving. The major international players are cautiously attempting to step up the
pressure on the Sudanese Government and are calling for a ceasefire and the
disarming of the militias. The MFA is supporting these endeavours, though it is not
currently engaged in active mediation. It is using its existing channels to transmit
critical feedback to the government.

Since last autumn the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) has
been rendering humanitarian assistance in Darfur through international organisa-
tions such as the World Food Programme (WFP), the High Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR), ICRC and Swiss non-governmental organisations. To date their aid
has been of the order of 6.4 million francs. At a donors conference in early June in
Geneva, the SDC announced its pledge to increase its contribution to 10 million
francs this year. Swiss Solidarity has set up an account for contributions. Several
partner relief agencies of Swiss Solidarity - including HEKS, Caritas, SRC, SAH and
Medair - have pledged some 600,000 francs for emergency aid.

KOFF Sudan Roundtable

In May, the Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) resumed its Sudan Roundtable discus-
sions with a view to examining the current issues (Darfur/North/South peace talks)
in the overall context and identifying possibilities for concerted action. A second
meeting was held at the end of June. Scott Morey of Medair graphically described
the current disastrous situation in Darfur and emphasised how difficult it still was
to move about freely there. Medair has been active in Darfur for almost three years
now and in the present conflict is caring for refugees and needy people in western
Darfur. Koenraad Van Brabant of WSP International examined several peace-buil-
ding initiatives in southern and western Sudan. In the discussion that followed, it
was underlined that the situation in Darfur was first and foremost a human rights
disaster that had led to a humanitarian disaster. Every effort should be made to
dispel the image of a natural disaster.

KOFF’s next Sudan Roundtable will take place in two to three months’ time and
will again look at the situation in Darfur as well as reconstruction in the south.

http://www.medair.org/en_portal/index.php
http://wsp.dataweb.ch/load.cfm?edit_id=179
mailto:pu_aeberhard@bluewin.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/countries/Sudan%20Organisation%20Activities.pdf
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Further information:

IRCC Jeremias Blaser

Parliamentary Support in the Southern African Development
Community by the Institute of Federalism
The International Research and Consulting Centre (IRCC) of the Institute of Federa-
lism, University of Fribourg is currently running two separate projects concerning
the Malawian Parliament. These projects are funded by the Swiss Agency for Deve-
lopment and Cooperation (SDC). Together with the Institute for Policy Interaction in
Malawi, the IRCC offers different activities such as introduction courses, roundtable
debates, etc. for members of the Malawian Parliament so as to improve the Parliament’s
effectiveness within the political decision-making process. This project takes place
within a wider context. It is complementary to a broader research project on parlia-
mentary best practices in the Southern African Development Community (SADC) coun-
tries led by the South African Institute for International Affairs. The IRCC’s contributi-
on will be a research paper on existing consultation mechanisms between state
authorities and civil society, since weak parliaments have been and still are a major
source of conflicts in Southern Africa’s young and fragile democracies. 17.06.04

New Pestalozzi Children’s Village Foundation project for
multicultural schooling in Rumania
The Pestalozzi Children’s Village Foundation will be launching a new project in
Rumania around mid-year together with local partners. Its purpose is to afford
Roma and Hungarian children access to schooling on an equal-rights basis, irres-
pective of culture, language, and religion. The goal is simply to get children and
young people to attend school and obtain a school-leaving certificate, as  their
schools offer them no possibility whatsoever to learn the Rumanian language.

The multicultural educational work in schools caters to the needs of children and
young people from ethnic minorities and gives them everyday support at school.
The recognition and integration of cultural differences are the cornerstone for de-
veloping peaceful inter-cultural coexistence. Still often disparagingly referred to
„gipsies“, the Roma make up Europe’s largest minority. Some 2.5 million Roma
live in the countries of South-Eastern Europe alone. In many cases Roma children
can attend school only for a few years and rarely leave with a proper certificate.
The Pestalozzi Children’s Village Foundation’s South-Eastern Europe programme
addresses the needs of these children. 13.06.04

sun21 forum on oil as the cause of conflicts
At the end of June, the sun21 International Energy Forum took place in Basle on
the theme „Peace through Clean Energy – instead of War over Oil“. The message
was clear: while the exploitation of increasingly scarce fossil energy sources is
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! Report

from PBI

! PBI in Colombia

inextricably bound up with violent conflicts, dealing with renewable energy sour-
ces do foster peace.

Christine Batruch, Vice-President Corporate Responsibility for Lundin Petroleum,
explained how oil production could still be conducted in a manner that was sustai-
nable and conducive to peace. In Sudan for example, the war had indeed intensi-
fied but the country did manage to repay its debts and find a place on the interna-
tional agenda. It was crucial to include all players in negotiations and talks. Batruch
underscored the crucial role of non-governmental organisations in this connection.

Christine Eberlein, Bern Declaration, said that so far only oil production in develo-
ped countries had proved beneficial to the respective populations. In third world
countries in contrast, oil production was hampering development, proving disad-
vantageous to women and children in particular and was creating relations of
dependency. Peaceful oil production called for three main things: prior peace and
environmental compatibility testing as well as informing the population and ac-
cording them the right of referendum, transparency regarding revenues and their
distribution together with the appropriate supervision and Ombudspersons’ Of-
fices, and higher oil income taxation for the benefit of the people.

In her presentation, Anandi Sharan, President of Women for Sustainable Develop-
ment in India, focused on small, decentralised renewable energy projects and un-
derscored their peace-building impacts. Lastly, Foreign Minister Micheline Calmy-
Rey said that women and children were the primary victims of fighting over
resources. Oil mining represented a serious intervention in the development of the
countries concerned. On the other had, improved access to energy was the best
way of reducing poverty. Micheline Calmy-Rey pointed out that energy production
in Third World countries was claiming more lives today than malaria, for example.

21.06.04

PBI reconsiders its accompaniment work in Urabá, Colombia
Peace Brigades International (PBI) is re-examining its work of accompaniment in
Colombia, specifically in the San José de Apartadó Peace Community. This comes
in the wake of a public statement by Colombian President Álvaro Uribe on May 28
that international organisations were hampering the justice system and had pres-
sured the Community of San José de Apartadó to do the same. Uribe further called
the community a „FARC corridor“. In the Colombian context, disparagements of
this kind have very serious security implications for international support person-
nel and for the members of the Community, PBI writes. The security forces have
stepped up their intimidation attempts in reaction to the presidential statement.
For over a year now there have been verbal attacks coming from officials of the
security forces. PBI has now activated its international support network, consisting
of some 3000 persons, including a number of prominent personalities, and which
focuses international public opinion on particularly serious local cases. Currently
there are three Swiss PBI volunteers working in Colombia. 15.06.04

! Lectures:

Barbara Haering

Christine Batruch

Christine Eberlein

Anandi Sharan

Micheline Calmy-Rey

! swisspeace-Report

„Adding Fuel to the Fire
The Role of Petroleum in
Violent Conflicts“

Further information:

PBI Sabine Ziegler

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/29/pbi.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/29/pbi.pdf
http://www.peacebrigades.org/colombia.html
http://www.sun21.ch/de/pdf/Vortrag_Haering.pdf
http://www.sun21.ch/de/pdf/Vortrag_Haering.pdf
http://www.sun21.ch/de/pdf/Vortrag_Batruch.pdf
http://www.sun21.ch/de/pdf/Vortrag_Eberlein.pdf
http://www.sun21.ch/de/pdf/Vortrag_Sharan.pdf
http://www.calmy-rey.admin.ch/g/multimedia/speeches.aspx
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/sfs/Conference_Paper_1_2003.pdf
mailto:ziegler@peacebrigades.ch
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News from Swiss Government Agencies

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks Mali Ministerial Meeting of „Human Security Network“
The Sixth Ministerial Meeting of the Human Security Network (HSN) took place in
Bamako/Mali at the end of May. Its purpose was to examine the threat to human
security in West Africa and to develop actions and strategies for improving human
security. The central topics of the debates were human rights education, the un-
checked proliferation of small arms, the role of women in peace-keeping missions
as well as food security.

Various projects and studies were presented in connection with the respective prio-
rity topics. Particular interest surrounded a stocktaking of armed non-governmental
groups in West Africa and their structures, small arms supplies, and procurement
methods. The stocktaking was done by the Geneva-based Small Arms Survey with
Switzerland’s support. It aims to pinpoint the problems bound up with the unche-
cked distribution of small arms and to devise suitable strategies to prevent their
spread and misuse in the region. The study is to be completed by the end of year.

The meeting also assessed efforts regarding other issues in the HSN work pro-
gramme (anti-personnel mines, responsibility to protect children in armed con-
flicts, HIV/AIDS, people-centred development). In addition, current political issues
such as the alarming humanitarian situation in Darfur/Sudan and the need to imp-
lement the ban on torture were discussed.

Within the HSN, Switzerland is focusing specifically on strengthening international
humanitarian law and human rights, activities to counter the unchecked spread of
small arms, the role of multinational enterprises in conflict situations as well as
dealing with armed, non-governmental players. 30.05.04

COPRET seminar on reconstruction of post-war societies
More systematic attention should be accorded to the psychosocial aspects of crisis
prevention and conflict transformation, in particular with regard to the gender
dimension. The was one of the key conclusions reached at a three-day seminar on
human potential in post-war peace-building which took place in June near Berne
and was sponsored by COPRET, the Conflict Prevention and Conflict Transformati-
on Division of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC).

The seminar looked at possible ways of building psychosocial dimensions and
methods into development cooperation and humanitarian aid programmes. Parti-
cipants were able to learn from several case studies that psychosocial considerati-
ons affect all levels of cooperation and reconstruction. COPRET stressed that spe-
cific psychosocial projects made sense only in special cases and only as complements
to a broad spectrum of activities. Addressing and overcoming traumatic experi-
ences was far more effective if all reconstruction and rehabilitation activities inclu-
ded the psychosocial dimension. The temporal dimension was crucial, given that
victims needed both short-term and long-term support, i.e. immediately after trau-
matic events and, in certain cases, extending over years. The COPRET seminar also

! Summary and conclusi-

ons of the meeting

! Factsheet DFA on

Human Security

! Small Arms Survey

Further information:

Political Department IV of

the Federal Department of

Foreign Affairs (DFA):

Urs Beer

http://www.humansecuritynetwork.org/docs/bamako_chair-e.php
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/e/home/foreign/humsec/Public/fshuse.Par.0002.UpFile.pdf/dc_031101_factshee10_e.pdf
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/
mailto:urs.beer@eda.admin.ch
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International News

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo Conciliation Resources
! Conciliation Resources has published its 2003 Annual Report.

! Conciliation Resources’ Accord Programme will hold a joint analysis workshop
in the UK on „Engaging armed groups in peace processes“ between 19 and 22
July.

! 15-30 July 2004: CR has organised a Third International Summer University in
Pitsundia, Abkhazia for 36 students. The two-week course will cover internatio-
nal relations, governance and conflict training.

! 2-12 July 2004: Twenty-eight students and four facilitators from Georgia and
Abkhazia will meet to exchange information and views on the Georgian-Abk-
haz conflict at the Conflict Awareness Summer School in Adler, Russia.

12.06.04

EPLO
! EU member States approved a proposal to mobilise 12 million euro to support

an African Union peace-keeping operation in Darfur, Sudan.

! Funding possibilities for civil society activities in the Western Balkans:
The European Commission is seeking proposals for strengthening local civil so-
ciety network organisations and the civil society sector as well as support for
the local democratic process.

16.06.04

GTZ
! The current issue of the SPICE-Newsletters is devoted to the topic „Disarma-

ment, Demobilisation and Reintegration“. 18.06.04

! The GTZ has created new web pages on the role of the private sector in the
emergence and resolution of conflicts and on tapping the peace-building poten-
tial of economic development. 24.06.04

Further information:

COPRET Günther Bächler

brought out clearly that men should not be excluded from support and care pro-
grammes, even though more women and children are acutely affected by armed
violence. COPRET viewed the increase in domestic violence before, during, and
after violent conflicts as an indicator of stress or even of the „psychological death“
that many male combatants experience.

Short-term and sensitive humanitarian aid measures were necessary but not suffi-
cient. In the long term, social and psychological healing processes were needed
which, in turn, required the close coordination of humanitarian aid activities du-
ring delicate transition periods and long-term development cooperation.

11.06.04

! Berghof-Center

! Conciliation Resources

! EPLO

! European Platform for

Conflict Prevention

! FriEnt

! GTZ

! International Alert

! Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

! Responding to Conflict

! Unifem

In this section, KOFF is

reporting on news from

ten international partner

organisations.

http://www.c-r.org/pubs/annreps/annreps.shtml
mailto:rclogg@c-r.org
mailto:rclogg@c-r.org
http://europa.eu.int/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/04/727&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.gtz.de/spice/download/3_2004spice_newsletter.pdf
http://www.gtz.de/conflict-and-economy/
mailto:Guenther.Baechler@deza.admin.ch
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.euconflict.org/
http://www.euconflict.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gtz.de/crisisprevention/deutsch/instrumente.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.respond.org/
http://www.unifem.org/
http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/cgi/frame12.pl
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Events

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo
! The fifth International Sustainability Forum Zurich is scheduled for 26 and 27

August in Rüschlikon/Zurich with the theme „Business Investment in Develop-
ment. Experiences and Perspectives.“

! The annual conference  of Political Division IV of the Federal Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (MFA) will be held on 6 September in Berne on the subject of the Middle
East. Registrations should be sent to pa4@eda.admin.ch.

! As part of commemorating its 40th anniversary, Interteam will be mounting a
photo exhibition in Lucerne in August by Pia Zanetti and Stephan Schacher on
staff-related development cooperation in Namibia and Nicaragua. The exhibiti-
on entitled „Begegnung – Austausch – Entwicklung“ can also be seen in Sep-
tember in Einsiedeln and Berne and later  in St. Gallen, Thusis and Basle. In
addition, Interteam will be organising a sym-posium for international coopera-
tion experts and decision-makers in politics, business and research at the Uni-
versity of Berne on 21 September.

! Between autumn 2004 and spring 2005, the Forum for Peace Education will be
organising a training cycle and a study cycle in Zurich as follows: the training
cycle  will span 10 Saturdays between 11 September 04 and June 05. It will be
entitled „Der Gewalt begegnen - konfliktfähig werden“ and will cover subjects
such as intervening in situations of violence, capacity for dialogue, self-esteem,
constructive disagreement,  cooperation or cultural diversity. The first half-year
cycle of the course on Non-violent conflict resolution at personal and inter-per-
sonal levels will take place over six Saturdays from October 2004 to March
2005.

Publications
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo Human Rights and Societies in Transition: Causes,
Consequences, Responses
Human rights violations are often particularly severe in transition societies that are
undergoing significant political, social, and economic transformations. Improving
human rights practices in transition societies should therefore be a central goal for
domestic reformers and the international community alike. This makes sense not
only because of the intrinsic value of improved human rights protection, but also
because of the indirect effects that such improvements have on democratization,
economic development, and conflict resolution. The book is a joint effort by 17
scholars and explores the contemporary international human rights regime, the
factors predominantly responsible for human rights violations in transition socie-
ties, long-term consequences of such violations, and political remedies. Along with
several other new publications, the book will be officially launched by United Na-
tions University Press during the 17th Annual Conference of the Academic Council
on the UN System (ACUNS) in Geneva, Switzerland, 30 June-2 July 2004.

Edited by Shale Horowitz

and Albrecht Schnabel,

published by United

Nations University Press,

Tokyo, 2004.

Link

Other pointers to events

and training courses are

available through the

KOFF-Infomarket.

http://www.sustainability-zurich.org/international/forum_04.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/29/jahreskonferenz_pa4.pdf
mailto:pa4@eda.admin.ch
http://www.interteam.ch/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch
http://www.unu.edu/unupress/new/ab-HumanRights1092.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
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Web tip

Gender Campus
The newly structured, easy-to-use, and attractive Gender Campus is an informati-
on and communication platform on gender studies and equality at universities in
Switzerland. The Campus covers the areas Gender Calendar, Gender Studies, Gen-
der Equality and Gender Platform. Gender Calendar provides tips regarding public
events and meetings, vacancies, and possibilities for grants. The field offers poin-
ters regarding studies at universities, current publications, as well as on-going
research projects in the area of „gender and conflict“. In addition, it furnishes an
overview of study courses at Swiss universities and an extensive list of links. Gen-
der Equality addresses issues of equality at Swiss universities. For that purpose
there is a directory of all Equality Units and Officers, information on gender main-
streaming, and an overview of regular equality projects. Lastly, the Gender Plat-
form constitutes an interactive vehicle for virtual communication. Gender Campus
is a joint project undertaken by the Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies on Women
and Gender (IZFG, Interdisziplinäres Zentrum für Frauen- und Geschlechterfor-
schung) of the University of Berne and the Berne University of Applied Sciences
(Berner Fachhochschule).

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

Gender Campus
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