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8. Gender Roundtable on challenges of cooperation with
non-governmental and governmental organisations
The 8th session of the gender roundtable held in early March again met with lively
interest from representatives of the civil service, several non-governmental organi-
sations (NGOs), women academics and individuals. Guest speaker was Ute Scheub
from the Women’s Security Council in Germany.

The meeting was held under the motto „First year of ‘KOFF Gender Roundtable’ in
Switzerland and first year-and-a-half of ‘Women’s Security Council’ in Germany“.
The deliberations covered the similarities and differences in the lessons learned,
challenges in cooperating with NGOs and governmental organisations in gender
matters, and peacemaking.

Ute Scheub used the first part to describe the genesis, priority areas, policy succes-
ses and challenges of the Women’s Security Council. The Women’s Security Council
was founded in March 2003 and consists of 34 German non-governmental organi-
sations and individuals.  The focus of its work is to accompany the Federal Govern-
ment, from a gender perspective, in its policy during its two-year membership in
the UN Security Council. KOFF’s Cordula Reimann gave a review of the activities of
the KOFF Gender Roundtable and in so doing concentrated mostly on successes,
current challenges and pending issues.

These two inputs formed the basis of a discussion, in the second part of the Round-
table, on possible future scenarios for the KOFF Gender Roundtable and for incre-
ased cooperation with the Women’s Security Council.The first year of existence of
the KOFF Gender Roundtable was then celebrated with the presentation of Ute
Scheub’s new book „Friedenstreiberinnen“. 16.09.04

The book „Friedenstreiberinnen - elf Mutmachgeschichten aus einer weltwei-
ten Bewegung“ (Peace women — eleven stories of courage from a worldwide
movement) presents the profiles of 11 women from 10 crisis regions, driven by
their own personal commitment to promote various peace processes.
The 250-page book is available at bookstores or from Haland & Wirth/Psycho-
sozial-Verlag, Giessen (ISBN 3-89806-931-1).

Peace Watch is KOFF's 38th member organisation
In mid-September, the Swiss non-governmental organisation Peace Watch Swit-
zerland (PWS) was chosen by the Steering Committee of the Center for Peacebuil-
ding (KOFF) as the 38th KOFF member organisation. PWS was established in June
2001 as an association to further the cause of peace building in conflict regions
both through a presence and through human rights monitoring.  Projects are cur-
rently underway in Chiapas/Mexico and Palestine/Israel. PWS is supported by the
four development organisations cfd, mission 21, HEKS and horYzon. 08.09.04

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann

! Peace Watch Switzerland

! Field report

from Palestine

Further information:

Peace Watch Lotti Buser

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/foreign/humsec/gender.html
http://www.glow-boell.de/home/content/d/network/take_action/frauenrat/Welcome/render_top
http://www.glow-boell.de/home/content/d/network/take_action/frauenrat/Welcome/render_top
mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.peacewatch.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/31/peacewatch.pdf
mailto:corsam@peacewatch.ch
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NCCR Nathalie Gasser

! NCCR North-South

! swisspeace IP7

National Center of Competence in Research (North-South)
— Integration course
Each year the National Center of Competence in Research (NCCR N-S) holds a
two-week training course designed to encourage the integration of the various
individual projects into the overall programme. Some 140 doctoral students and
researchers from 29 countries and 20 different academic disciplines met in Schwarz-
see in September to discuss the current state of research and to draw up future
strategies.

Researchers from North and South are working together in the NCCR N-S to find
possible ways of attenuating the „core problems of global change.“ These core
problems — such as poverty, soil erosion and wastewater disposal or conflicts —
are being researched in nine geographical regions with a view to sustainable de-
velopment. Eight Swiss research institutions are addressing various specific acade-
mic areas in individual projects. swisspeace is leading individual project seven
(IP7), Environmental Change and Conflict Transformation, which deals with con-
flict transformation strategies in conjunction with changes affecting renewable
resources.

The IP7 researchers meeting in Schwarzsee endeavoured to incorporate the di-
mensions of conflict analysis and conflict transformation in the various thematic
areas. Accordingly, they teamed up with researchers from Individual Project 4, Health
and Human Wellbeing, to devise a workshop called „Vulnerability and Human
Security“. At that workshop they discussed commonalities and overlaps between
the concepts of „vulnerability“ (a term originally from epidemiology) and „human
security“ (a concept from peace promotion). 11.09.04
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swisspeace conference on the transformation of war economies
An international experts meeting was held in mid-September in Berne on
the topic „Transforming War Economies“. It was organised by swisspeace
at the request of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC)
and was attended by numerous representatives of government bodies,
international organisations and non-governmental organisations, as well
as academia and the private sector. The purpose of the meeting was to
provide an overview of the main scientific insights now available and to
discuss the most action-oriented approaches to transforming war econo-
mies.

There has been a dramatic increase the cultivation and illicit trafficking of drugs
since the outbreak of the war in Afghanistan. Because the war has destroyed much
of what was previously agricultural land, large swathes of the population are sur-
viving by growing and selling the poppy. The downstream processing and the traf-
ficking is dominated by warlords and the Taliban, who finance their war in this
way. Afghanistan is but one of many examples throughout the world of how a

swisspeace will publish a

conference paper at the

beginning of 2005.

Newspaper articles:

! NZZ: „Von der Kriegs-

zur Friedenswirtschaft“

! Der Bund: „Warum

Frieden so schwierig ist“

mailto:nathalie.gasser@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.nccr-north-south.unibe.ch/default.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/research/environmental_conflicts.htm
http://www.nzz.ch/2004/09/16/wi/page-article9V08T.html
http://www.nzz.ch/2004/09/16/wi/page-article9V08T.html
http://www.ebund.ch/pdf/21805Ausland20040917_1.pdf
http://www.ebund.ch/pdf/21805Ausland20040917_1.pdf
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! „Zeitschrift Entwick-

lungspolitik“

Professional articles on

the topic:

! „Aid, Policy and Growth

in Post-Conflict Socie-

ties“ by Paul Collier and

Anke Hoeffler

! „Greed and Grievance

in Civil War“ by Paul

Collier and Anke

Hoeffler

! „On the Duration of

Civil War“ by Paul

Collier, Anke Hoeffler

and Måns Söderbom

! „Economy of War“-

programme of the

„International Peace

Academy“

country’s economic structures change as a result of war, thereby making it difficult
to find a peaceful solution once the fighting has stopped.

War profiteers have no interest in peace

According to Günther Bächler, Head of the SDC’S Conflict Prevention and Transfor-
mation Division (COPRET), development work today was encountering increasin-
gly complex post-conflict situations, since many countries found themselves in a
kind of „No War — No Peace“ situation. The crux of the problem was that indivi-
dual groups were becoming independent and wantonly harnessing natural resour-
ces for sale on international markets, in turn utilising that income or their earnings
from illegal drugs and weapons trafficking to finance war. Besides, many previous
economic activities and potential sources of income for people were being de-
stroyed by war, as whole regions for example were rendered unusable by land
mines, or by the destruction of transport and goods production infrastructures.
Very often, the lack of any alternative forced populations to adapt to the new
economic circumstances, which meant supporting rebel groups or warlords who,
as war profiteers, had no interest in the peaceful settlement of conflicts. The persis-
ting crises were straining humanitarian emergency aid and hampering long-term
development cooperation, Bächler said.

Better control of international financial flows

Countries with widespread poverty, low growth rates and heavy dependence on
natural resources were particularly susceptible to conflicts. This was the opinion of
Paul Collier, Director of the „Centre for the Study of African Economies“ at Oxford
University, and who besides, has conducted numerous studies on war economies
for the World Bank. Collier said that international financial flows were playing a
crucial role in sustaining war economies, whether they came derived from the
illegal sale of natural resources or from support for rebels from the diaspora. To
better control this, it was also crucial to strive for greater transparency in the finan-
cial sector as well, as was being done in the wood and petroleum industries.

In this connection the matter of greater sensitisation and regulation of multinatio-
nal concerns was also raised. The discussion turned to an instrument that is cur-
rently being developed by International Alert with the support of Political Division
IV of the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) to explore the impacts of private
sector activities on conflict regions. The experts took the view that if companies
were to be made more accountable for their activities, consistent international
codes of conduct as well as greater monitoring would be needed.

The activities carried out to date by World Bank institutions, government export
credit agencies as well as development aid organisations came in for some criti-
cism. There was an urgent need to define clear criteria for the granting of credits or
aid funds to conflict regions and to implement them consistently.

Buttressing state and private sector structures

The absence of state structures is also a central cause of armed conflicts and the
emergence of war economies. Hence, in unstable countries, governments are often
not in a position or not disposed to fulfil their basic functions in the areas of justice,
security, education and healthcare, said Gabi Hesselbein from the Center for Com-
parative and International Studies of ETH Zurich. This was giving rise to parallel

http://www.entwicklungspolitik.org/index_30345.htm
http://www.entwicklungspolitik.org/index_30345.htm
http://econ.worldbank.org/files/19228_wps2902.pdf
http://econ.worldbank.org/files/19228_wps2902.pdf
http://econ.worldbank.org/files/19228_wps2902.pdf
http://users.ox.ac.uk/~ball0144/G&G_march04.pdf
http://users.ox.ac.uk/~ball0144/G&G_march04.pdf
http://www.worldbank.org/research/conflict/papers/CHS_Duration.pdf
http://www.worldbank.org/research/conflict/papers/CHS_Duration.pdf
http://www.ipacademy.org/Programs/Research/ProgReseEcon_body_07.htm
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At the end of October

PSIO/IUHEI will be publi-

shing a report that will be

obtainable from Geneva

Call.

! Geneva Call

! Institut universitaire de

hautes études internatio-

nales (IUHEI)

! Programme for the Study

of International Orga-

nizations (PSIO)
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Further information:

swisspeace

Danielle Lalive d'Epinay

News from Swiss NGOs

World’s first conference with women combatants
Over 30 former and present women combatants from some 20 war-torn countries
met at the end of August for a three-day conference near Geneva. It was jointly
organised by Geneva Call and the „Programme for the Study of International Or-
ganizations“ (PSIO) of the „Institut Universitaire de Hautes Etudes Internationa-
les“ (IUHEI).

Personal experiences were shared and ideas discussed as to how women comba-
tants can help promote humanitarian law. The specific issues were whether armed
conflicts were the exclusive domain of men, the roles of women in armed groups,
whether women are more respectful of human life and humanitarian law than
men and whether they could convince men to observe the relevant rules. The
sometimes very emotional discussions brought out the fact that women generally
reacted more sensitively to extreme violence and did more to protect life than
men. Yet when women became involved in combat, they tended to set these va-
lues aside in order to match up to men and gain their respect. Ways should there-
fore be found to better protect „feminine values“ in warfare.

The Conference was the world’s first meeting of exclusively women combatants.
Geneva Call will be continuing to work with combatants in an endeavour to iden-
tify gender-sensitive ways to strengthen the role of humanitarian law in armed
conflicts. The next step is expected to bring together combatants from specific
phases of conflict. The Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) participated in the event
and facilitated workshops. 29.08.04

power and economic structures, which encouraged conflicts. Gabi Hesselbein also
criticised the widespread corruption and the lack of budgetary transparency on the
part of ruling elites. For as long as most of the funds continued to flow directly into
the government’s pockets, it would be impossible to discharge government duties
such as building up a functioning economy.

On a positive note in that regard, mention was made of the International Trans-
parency Initiative, which is demanding greater accountability on the part of go-
vernments to their people in the realm of public spending. It was also of pivotal
importance to build up a legitimate private sector that would provide the popula-
tion with an alternative to the war economy and thereby deprive rebel groups of
the basis for armed conflicts. Priority should go to laying the essential groundwork
for a functioning economic system. This would include guarantees of human safe-
ty, clear ownership and legal structures, building up infrastructure such as streets
and means of communication, a functioning banking sector, as well as providing
better information and ensuring transparency with respect to investment possibili-
ties and project tenders. The swisspeace conference also discussed partnerships
between local business people and foreign companies as a way of encouraging
the mutual transfer of knowledge and supporting the local business community in
building up their own companies.

Further information:

Geneva Call

KOFF Cordula Reimann

http://www.genevacall.org
http://heiwww.unige.ch/
http://heiwww.unige.ch/psio/
mailto:danielle.lalive@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:info@genevacall.org 
mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.unibe.ch


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 31  6

Philippine decision-makers on study tour to Switzerland
At the invitation of HEKS and the Swiss Embassy in Manila, a delegation of high-
level decision makers from the Philippines visited Switzerland from 12 to 18 Sep-
tember to study its system of federalism. The programme was organised in coope-
ration with the Institute of Federalism (IFF) of the University of Fribourg. It also
entailed a visit to the Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF), which made a presentation
on its experiences as a platform for governmental and non-governmental actors in
Swiss peace building.

Federalism is currently being discussed in the current peace negotiations between
the Philippine Government and groups from the MILF (Moro Islamic Liberation
Front) as one possible way of ending years of armed conflict on the Philippine
island of Mindanao. The members of the Philippine delegation — four Muslims
and four Christians from politics, academia, church and civil society — play a
central role in the peace process on Mindanao. 18.09.04

IFF Summer University

The Institute of Federalism held its 16th annual three-week Summer University
from 30 August to 17 September. This year’s theme was „Federalism, Constitu-
tionalism and Good Governance in Multicultural Societies“.

Southern Mexico’s PROPAZ peace building programme
evaluated
The Swiss Programme to Promote the Peace Process in Southern Mexico PROPAZ
underwent a comprehensive assessment at the end of 2003. The most important
conclusions were as follows: Swiss relief agencies should continue their involve-
ment in the PROPAZ framework, but the peace programme should be given a new
focus. The participating entities should recognise that their programme makes them
an international political player in Chiapas. They should use their presence more
systematic so as to make a greater impact.

Plans are now afoot to reinforce training in non-violent conflict transformation in
Chiapas, to accompany political communities (Comunidades) in their efforts to
overcome conflicts and to support the appropriate measures at national and inter-
national levels for the resumption of the deadlocked talks. PROPAZ is currently
planning a new three-year programme that should come on stream in early 2005.
At the same time, the programme office in Chiapas is continuing to implement
strategically important conflict transformation activities.

In the 2004, PROPAZ concluded 30 small and medium-scale projects in the areas
of justice and non-violent conflict transformation methods. They concerned famili-
arisation with human rights, collective rights and the rights of women, defence
and access to the justice system, as well as training in the methodology of non-
violent conflict transformation. Specifically, the social role of indigenous women
was strengthened and many were persuaded to undergo training as promoters in
various fields of justice. 27.09.04
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! Further information

on the IFF Summer

University

Further information:

HEKS: Maya Doetzkies

IFF: Matthias Schnyder
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! Further information 

on PROPAZ

Further information:

Tildy Hanhart

coordinator PROPAZ

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/31/SummerUniversity.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/31/SummerUniversity.pdf
mailto:doetzkies@hekseper.ch
mailto:matthias.schnyder@unifr.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/31/propaz.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/31/propaz.pdf
mailto:hanhart@hekseper.ch
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Preparations for PBI project in Nepal
Peace Brigades International (PBI) sent an international team to Nepal in early
August to undertake preparatory work for a possible PBI project there. Month-long
talks will be held with various players in the present conflict, including high-level
government representatives, as well as representatives of national and regional
human rights and press organisations. Specific requests for protective accompani-
ment have been received from a lawyer’s forum and from an association of doc-
tors who are caring for torture victims in the present conflict. A film crew will be
accompanying the team for 10 days and will be documenting the efforts, privati-
ons and fears of Nepalese human rights activists. The aim of the trip is to form an
overview of the human rights situation as well as the make-up of Nepal’s NGO
landscape. A final report is to be produced afterwards. The report is foreseen for
October and should serve the PBI Committee as the basis for deciding whether a
project should be launched in Nepal and whether a PBI presence could help impro-
ve the situation in any way. 21.09.04

World Vision youth camp for peace and reconciliation
In early July World Vision organised a summer camp in Bijely, Montenegro, under
the theme „Building Bridges of Peace“. The participants were 16 girls and 12 boys
of Albanian, Serbian and Bosnian extraction, from Bosnia Herzegovina and Koso-
vo. Ethnic confrontations are part and parcel of daily life for these 12-16 year olds.
Over the five days they were familiarised with approaches conducive to successful
reconciliation and conflict management. Eight peace workshops were used to help
the young people gain an understanding of discrimination, reconciliation and of
conflict management. They began to raise questions about the dislike of other
ethnic groups, hatred and generation conflicts, and started forging friendships. The
participants were also given assistance in contemplating activities of joint coope-
ration. This prospect stirred considerable enthusiasm. Once back home, the young
people will be presenting their newly acquired knowledge at schools and peace
clubs, thus possibly giving rise to other projects. 04.08.04

LIPS: Dialogue on peace, security and education
The Lucerne Initiative for Peace and Security (LIPS) hosted its second public discus-
sion evening in Lucerne in mid-September. The event was well attended, and Gui-
do Bachmann, Stiftung Weltethos Schweiz, Anton Schwingruber, Government Coun-
cillor of the Canton of Lucerne and Director for Education and Worship, and Cordula
Reimann, KOFF, discussed various aspects of the topic „Peace, Security and Educa-
tion“: Guido Bachmann underlined the need for a paradigm shift in international
relations and in education. It was necessary, he said, to implement the supreme
value of human dignity as a positive-sum game . Anton Schwingruber said that
education was central to this paradigm shift. Education made people more satis-
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Further information:

PBI Ralph Stamm
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! Further information

on World Vision

youth camp

Further information:

World Vision Switzerland

Daniel Baertschi
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! LIPS

! LIPS Newsletter

mailto:pbich@bluewin.ch
http://www.peacebrigades.org
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/31/worldvision.pdf
mailto:d.baertschi@worldvision.ch
http://www.lips-org.ch
http://www.lips-org.ch/newsletter.htm
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Further information:

LIPS

KOFF Cordula Reimann

fied and more secure“, he said, and as such was a decisive prerequisite for peace
both internally and externally.  Cordula Reimann concentrated her presentation on
the understanding of peace and security from a gender-based perspective. She
underlined that peace promotion that fails to take account of the underlying gen-
der-specific dimensions of peace and security does less than analytical justice to
the complexity and the treatment of violent conflicts and misses out on the chance
to develop „successful“ and sustainable strategies. The next LIPS discussion eve-
ning is set for April 2005. 23.08.04

LIPS is an association that was founded in October 2003 to make Lucerne known
worldwide as Switzerland’s peace city. LIPS organises events such as congres-
ses, workshops and talks on the topic „peace and security“ and works with
institutions both locally and abroad. LIPS puts out an electronic newsletter three
times annually.

LIPS plans to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 14th International Peace
Congress in Lucerne with an international event, in September 2005. It will
revolve around the idea of Lucerne as Switzerland’s peace city of the 21st cen-
tury.

News from Swiss Government Agencies

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PD IV has produced a

report on its annual

conference. It can be

ordered free of cost from

PA IV

! PA IV

! Statement of Micheline

Calmy-Rey

! KOFF Website

on Israel/Palestine

! TIPH

! UN resolution 1553

LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks PD IV annual conference on peace-building in the Middle East
For the third time, Political Department IV (PD IV) of the Department of Foreign
Affairs (DFA) held an annual conference in early September in Berne. Its theme
was peace building in the Middle East and it brought together over 300 people,
among them the Palestinian Minister Qaddura Fares, as well as former political
leaders and political experts from the Middle East, Europe and the United States of
America.

Federal Councillor Micheline Calmy-Rey spoke on the PD IV peace-building pro-
gramme in the region. Amongst other bodies, Switzerland has been a member of
the Temporary International Presence in Hebron (TIPH) observation mission since
1997. PD IV also cooperates with Israeli and Palestinian organisations that are
working for dialogue between the parties in conflict and supports the work of
human rights organisations. In addition, Switzerland helped to organise a Confe-
rence of the UN Agency for Palestinian Refugees UNWRA in Geneva in June.

Micheline Calmy-Rey said that painful compromises would be necessary on both
sides in order to lay the groundwork for human security and peace. But the inter-
national community too had to shoulder its responsibility and monitor the peace
process so as to enhance trust and dialogue. The Federal Councillor said that the
Geneva Initiative being supported by Switzerland had been a source of hope in
that regard. Micheline Calmy-Rey concluded by a discussing the mandate given to
Switzerland under the UN resolution 1553 of July 2004. It entails exploring the
prospect of holding an international conference on the legitimacy of the security
fence and the possibilities for reinforcing international humanitarian law and hu-

mailto:info@lips-org.ch
mailto:info@lips-org.ch
mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:PA4@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/pa4
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_middleeast.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_middleeast.htm
http://www.tiph.org/
http://ods-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N04/444/64/PDF/N0444464.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.calmy-rey.admin.ch/AttachmentView.aspx?AttachmentID=213
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Further information:

PD IV Christine Schraner

man rights in the Occupied Territories, and drawing up the corresponding report.
Consultations would soon begin on this „delicate assignment“, Calmy-Rey said.

Much of the Conference was devoted to the topic of the media. It was underlined
that they too had a duty to support new peace-building approaches and to raise
the profile of reconciliation work. Ulrich Tilgner, Middle East correspondent for ZDF
and SF DRS, was of the view that the chances for peace were dwindling. „The
spirit of the Geneva Initiative was losing its appeal“, Tilgner said. Andreas Zu-
mach, a free-lance journalist at the UN in Geneva, underscored his belief that a
political solution was possible along the lines of the Geneva Initiative, but that it
called for a stronger role by the EU and the USA.

Specific topics were discussed in three workshops during the afternoon. One work-
shop was devoted to local peace initiatives. The discussion showed that a genuine
peace could only grow locally. It was stressed that local commitment did exist,
even though it was often overlooked in the West. There were other workshops on
the „People’s rights in conflict situations - significance of international law“, and
on the role of the international community. 06.09.04
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! The speech of Peter

Maurer as well as

further information on

the Gender Justice

Conference are avail-

able at

www.womewarpeace.org.

Further information:

Political Department IV

(PD IV) of the Depart-

ment of Foreign Affairs

(DFA)

Valérie Nadrai

Conference on „Gender Justice in Post-Conflict Situations“
„Justice is a concept that is fundamental to every civilisation and it therefore seems
questionable for it to be fashioned for a specific social group. The reality of today’s
conflicts reflects an alarming departure from this ideal, however.“ These were the
opening words of Ambassador Peter Maurer’s address to the three-day conference
held in September in New York with Swedish and Swiss funding, and assembling
legal experts from conflict regions to discuss the need for gender justice in peace
building. The experts meeting was organised by UNIFEM and the International
Legal Assistance Consortium (ILAC) and provided a platform for increased coope-
ration to protect against sexual violence during conflicts and to secure an expan-
ded role for women in post-conflict legal and constitutional processes. The confe-
rence also launched the „Partners for Gender Justice“ initiative, for the specific
purpose of working to implement UN Security Council Resolution 1325. According
to Ambassador Maurer, there were three partnerships of which Switzerland was a
part, namely the Group of Friends of Security Council Resolution 1325, the Human
Security Network, and the Network of Women Foreign Ministers, who met at the
invitation of Federal Councillor Micheline Calmy-Rey after the conference.

17.09.04

mailto:christine.schranerburgener@eda.admin.ch
http://www.womenwarpeace.org/issues/justice/gender_justice_conference.htm
mailto:valerie.nadrai@eda.admin.ch
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! DFA information

on the second meeting

of Women Foreign

Ministers

Further information:

DP IV

Valérie Nadrai
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! OPSI

! Psychosocial Working

Group

Women Foreign Ministers meet
The third informal meeting of Women Foreign Ministers took place on 22 Septem-
ber, again at the invitation of Federal Councillor Micheline Calmy-Rey, and on the
sidelines of the UN General Assembly in New York. They discussed the implemen-
tation of the declaration on violence against women, which the Foreign Ministers
had approved in the spring. The 11 women present decided to launch a stockta-
king of projects addressing violence against women, as a way of giving concrete
expression to the progress made in implementing the declaration and to the
network’s political commitment. Micheline Calmy-Rey also proposed to her col-
leagues that they should henceforth pool their efforts to combat serious violations
of the human rights of women, such as those currently taking place in Sudan. The
next Women Foreign Ministers meeting is set for next spring in Geneva, with the
theme „Trafficking in Human Beings“. 22.09.04

COPRET develops instrument for the psychosocial
dimension of reconstruction in post-war societies
The Conflict Prevention and Transformation Division (COPRET) of the Swiss Agency
for Development and Cooperation (SDC) is currently building up its competencies in
integrating psychosocial dimensions and methods into development cooperation
work and humanitarian assistance.  The Office for Psychosocial Issues (OPSI) was
given a backstopping mandate in that connection. Together with OPSI and the
Governance Division of the SDC, COPRET is now developing an instrument that
addresses the psychosocial aspects of international cooperation — including the
gender perspective.

In June this year, COPRET held a three-day seminar on human potential in post-
war peace building. In their conclusions, the seminar participants then underlined
the need to explore more systematically the psychosocial aspects of crisis preven-
tion and conflict transformation. 27.09.04

Further information:

COPRET Jonas Loetscher
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! „Ethic Globalization

Initiative“

! Millennium Goals

SDC human rights event with Mary Robinson
How can human rights help attain the United Nations Millennium Goals? How can
the private sector be persuaded to shoulder its social responsibility more effec-
tively? These and similar questions were at the core of a one-day visit by Mary
Robinson to the Swiss Development and Cooperation Agency (SDC) in early Sep-
tember in Berne. In her opening presentation, the former President of Ireland and
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights told of her experiences in
the struggle against the violation of the dignity and rights of the poorest. Robinson
spoke of the important but difficult cooperation with the World Bank, whose Com-
mittee repeatedly took misguided decisions despite the insightful observations of
its chairperson; she also spoke of the difficulty of framing human rights in such a

http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/recent/press/addmat/sdcp09.html
mailto:valerie.nadrai@eda.admin.ch
http://www.opsiconsult.com/
http://www.opsiconsult.com/
http://www.opsiconsult.com/
http://www.forcedmigration.org/psychosocial/
http://www.forcedmigration.org/psychosocial/
mailto:Jonas.Loetscher@deza.admin.ch
http://www.eginitiative.org/
http://www.eginitiative.org/
http://www.bmz.de/themen/motive/entwicklungspolZiele/International/grundsaetze202.html
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Further information:

KOFF Mike Bucher

way that they can be communicated and can become a truly practical tool in the
hands of the disadvantaged.

The second part of the day was devoted to two workshops. The first revolved around
the relationship between the United Nations Millennium Goals and the various
poverty reduction strategies, and raised the question as to the potential role of
human rights in that connection. Robinson advocated a central role for human
rights as a connecting link. She warned against using human rights only to attenu-
ate the negative impacts of structural development assistance.

At the second workshop, Mary Robinson introduced the organisation „Ethic Glo-
balisation Initiative“, which she herself had created and which militates, among
other things, for fairer world trade. She said that it was necessary to show the
various private sector players that fulfilment of social duties and observance of
human rights were also in their interest. Given the urgency of these demands,
pressure was needed from both consumers and government or international insti-
tutions, Mary Robinson said. 02.09.04

mailto:mike.bucher@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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! Berghof-Center

! Conciliation Resources

! EPLO

! European Platform for

Conflict Prevention

! FriEnt

! GTZ

! International Alert

! Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

! Responding to Conflict

! Unifem

International News

In this section, KOFF is

reporting on news from

ten international partner

organisations.

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo Berghof-Center
! From 1st of October     David Bloomfield will take up the position as director of the

Berghof Research Center. His predecessor in this position Norbert Ropers will
act as director of the Berghof Foundation for Conflict Studies-Sri Lanka Office.

01.10.04

! Berghof Foundation for Peace Support will be set up in Berlin.  10.09.04

! „Diaspora Communities and Civil Conflict Transformation“. Berghof Occasional
Paper No 26 by Wolfram Zunzer.  02.09.04

Conciliation Resources
! Conciliation Resources’ latest Accord publication „From military peace to social

justice: The Angolan peace process“ will be launched on 19 October. Contact:
Sarah Wheeler.

! The „Committee for Conflict Transformation Support“ will hold a one-day work-
-shop on „Funding for Conflict Transformation: Money, Power and Accountabili-
ty“ on 8 October 2004 in Euston.

21.09.04

GTZ
! The GTZ has made an evaluation of international experience with Post-Conflict

Needs Assessments, and on that basis has developed a systematic methodology
for future use. Available are the practical guidelines as well as the case studies
for the countries covered – Afghanistan, Iraq, Liberia, East Timor and Sri Lanka.

! The one-week course format  for training in crisis prevention and peace-building
devised by the crisis prevention and conflict transformation sector project will
now be offered on a regular basis starting in 2005.

! The Crisis Prevention and Conflict Transformation Sector Project has a vacancy
for a programme designer to be filled as from 1 January 2005.

! New publications: „Post-conflict Rehabilitation in East Timor: Conflict Sen-
sitivity as Cross-Cutting Issue within a Food Security Programme“ and „Konflikt-
analyse Ruanda: Konfliktdynamiken und –akteure“.

21.09.04

http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.euconflict.org/
http://www.euconflict.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gtz.de/crisisprevention/deutsch/instrumente.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.respond.org/
http://www.unifem.org/
http://www.berghof-peacesupport.org/
http://www.berghof-center.org/publications/occasional/boc26e.pdf
http://www.berghof-center.org/publications/occasional/boc26e.pdf
mailto:swheeler@c-r.org
http://www.c-r.org/ccts
http://www.gtz.de/crisisprevention/english/news.htm
mailto:gabriele.kruk@gtz.de
http://www4.gtz.de/personal/jAutoriX/HTML-GUI/pool.jsp?idoc=QPVPTOPNOT 
http://www.gtz.de/crisisprevention/english/easttimor_rehabilitation.htm
http://www.gtz.de/crisisprevention/english/easttimor_rehabilitation.htm
http://www.gtz.de/crisisprevention/deutsch/ruandakonfliktanalyse.htm
http://www.gtz.de/crisisprevention/deutsch/ruandakonfliktanalyse.htm
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NGOs at the Table
In recent decades, the activities of non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and
their influence on governmental decision-making processes have become much
more significant, including in the realm of conflict transformation. The book „NGOs
at the table“ takes a close look at such NGO work. It presents six examples of
NGOs in different countries that have managed, under very different conditions
and with varying strategies to influence the policies of international organisations
and governments in crisis areas. Lessons learned are derived from these examples
to serve as useful guiding principles for organisations that are keen to improve
their scope for influencing decision makers. The book also discusses a series of
challenges falling within the area of tension between critical lobbying work and
policy advice, or between independence and partnership. Attention – albeit limited
– is also given to criticisms of the role of NGOs in conflict transformation, including
those formulated by Mark Duffield, among other persons.

„NGOs at the table“ was published by Cheyanne Church from „Search for Com-
mon Ground“, and Mari Fitzduff, Director of the „Coexistence and Conflict“ pro-
gram at Brandeis University. She also brings a wealth of experience from her ear-
lier involvement in the Northern Ireland Community Relations Council. Eight other
contributions also come from renowned researchers and practitioners of peace
building in North and South.

Publications
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Mari Fitzduff and Cheyan-

ne Church (eds.). NGOs at

the Table – Strategies for

Influencing Policies in

Areas of Conflict. Row-

mann & Littlefield Publis-

hers 2004.

! The Group for Social Geography, Political Geography and Gender Studies at the
Institute of Geography of Berne University will be holding a public conference
on „Women, Peace and Civil Society“ on 12 October in Berne.

! On 25 October „Women for Peace“ will be marking „10 years since the emer-
gence of individual groups nationwide“ and the 10th aniversary of the „Women
for Peace, Switzerland“ association. Click here  for more information.

! Terre des Hommes, Switzerland will be holding a conference on 21 October in
Basle on the topic „Minderjährige Hausangestellte – in der Schweiz kein The-
ma?“.

! The swisspeace annual conference 2004 will be held on 2 November in Berne,
with the theme „Strengthening civilsociety as a means of the peace building?
Experiences of the Afghan Civil Society Forum (ACSF)“.
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Other pointers to

events and training

courses are available

through the

KOFF-Infomarket.

InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events_info.asp?event=150
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events_info.asp?event=150
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events_info.asp?event=152
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/content/aktuell/hausangestellte_tagung1.html
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Web tip

Information platform „Zivile Krisenprävention – Umwelt
und Ressourcen“
The purpose of the new German Internet information platform „Zivile Krisenprä-
vention – Umwelt und Ressourcen“ is to stimulate technical exchanges concer-
ning the interrelatedness of environmental, foreign, development and security
policies, and to help bring about the coordination of these policy areas. The websi-
te offers information on the fields of Natural resources“ (water, climate and ener-
gy, nature conservation and rural development as well as mining and forests) „Po-
licy areas“ (environmental foreign policy, development cooperation, conflict
transformation and risk and conflict analysis), as well as „Institutions and initiati-
ves“ (Federal Government, European Union, international organizations, civil soci-
ety, private sector and research). Through the website it is also possible to subscri-
be to the Newsletter „Zivile Krisenprävention – Umwelt und Ressourcen“, which
reports each month on new publications, events and political initiatives. The web-
site is under the responsibility of Adelphi Research and supported by the German
Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety.
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