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Guatemala Roundtable:
Tough environment for Swiss peace building programme
A KOFF Roundtable on Guatemala was held in early November in Berne and was
attended by representatives of KOFF member organisations, solidarity groups and
government agencies. Guest speaker was Michael Mörth, Adviser to the Swiss
Embassy in Guatemala on the peace-building programme being run by PD IV of the
DFA. Mörth described the major problems in Guatemala pertaining to impunity and
the (lack of) implementation of specific peace agreements. The Swiss programme
on impunity, strengthening of human rights, dealing with the past and conflict
transformation was taking place in a context of structural problems that had not
been addressed in the peace agreements. Besides, at local level, the peace agree-
ments had found little acceptance and were hardly institutionalised, Mörth said.

The second guest speaker was Mô Bleeker, who is in charge of the PD IV Guatema-
la programme. During her fifteen-month stay in Guatemala she had observed a
steady increase in the polarisation between government and civil society and even
within civil society itself. On the subject of dealing with the past, Bleeker explained
the work of the National Commission with respect to the programme of reparati-
ons for victims. That programme would have a positive effect only if the State was
prepared to fully acknowledge its responsibility for Guatemala’s history of massive
human rights violations. Not only were victims entitled to compensation, but they
also needed to the taken seriously as citizens with a right to help shape the new
society. Bleeker also talked about the role of international cooperation, which at
times functioned rather like a „party to the conflict“ instead of systematically con-
tributing to fostering dialogue and decision-making processes amongst national
players.  04.11.04

Third Sudan Roundtable
KOFF’s third Sudan Roundtable this year took place on 10 November in Berne, and
amongst other topics, discussed the security situation in the south of the country.
Two participants reported on a recent inspection tour of southern Sudan, where
they had observed some improvement in the security situation in most areas. Signs
are now emerging that aid agencies are shifting the emphasis of their work from
pure humanitarian emergency aid toward reconstruction aid. 10.11.04

Swiss Cabinet envisages no economic measures regarding Sudan

In mid-November the Swiss Cabinet responded to a motion by MP Jutzet Erwin
and clarified Switzerland’s stance on Sudan. The Darfur conflict was retarding
the North-South peace process, but could not be resolved without the signing
of a comprehensive North-South agreement. Switzerland was supporting the
talks to that end between the Sudanese Government and the Sudanese People’s
Liberation Movement (SPLM) by dispatching an expert in constitutional mat-
ters and federalism. The report of a UN Commission due out in early January

Further information:

KOFF Peter Aeberhard

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_sudan.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_sudan.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/countries/Sudan%20Organisation%20Activities.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/countries/Sudan%20Organisation%20Activities.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/countries/Sudan%20Organisation%20Activities.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_guatemala.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_guatemala.htm
mailto:jonathan.sisson@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:pu_aeberhard@bluewin.ch
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2005 will considerably facilitate the legal assessment of the situation in Darfur.
Moreover, the Cabinet speaks of a growth trend in Switzerland’s foreign trade
with the Sudan. However, so long as the UN Security Council did not adopt
sanctions against Sudan, Switzerland would be instituting no special econo-
mic measures. 17.11.04

First roundtable on new KOFF priority topic
„Dealing with the Past“
The first Roundtable on the new KOFF priority topic „Dealing with the Past“ took
place in Berne in mid-November, attended by members of Political Division IV (PD
IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and Swiss non-governmen-
tal organisations.

Mô Bleeker, the incumbent of the newly created PD IV desk for „Dealing with the
Past“, said that Switzerland’s activities were currently focused on accompanying
the various PD IV programmes and on several initiatives pertaining to the UN Sec-
retary-General’s report on Transitional Justice. Bleeker added that „Dealing with
the Past“ did not always begin only after a conflict. Before that stage, support
could be given to human rights organisations in the preparation of court cases and
to civil society players in the conduct of negotiations. Moreover, it was advisable to
collaborate with international players in working out scenarios for future „Dealing
with the Past“ strategies. In so doing, one crucial approach would be to demilita-
rise the conflict by fostering democratic forces in civil society, she added.

Next, Ian Martin, the Vice-President of the International Center for Transitional
Justice, commented on the „Report on Rule of Law and Transitional Justice in Con-
flict and Post-Conflict Societies“ (S/2004/616) recently published by UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan. The report underlined that there was no uniform social model
for dealing with past human rights violations, he said. When it came to the prose-
cution of justice, establishing the truth, security sector reform and reparations for
victims, experience had shown that local acceptance and responsibility were cru-
cial to success. Martin went on to explain that „truth“ and „justice“ ought to be
seen as complementary rather than as opposing concepts. Lastly, Ian Martin exa-
mined the specific issue of the prosecution of justice and described new develop-
ments pertaining to the International Criminal Court (ICC).

KOFF’s Jonathan Sisson - responsible for Dealing with the Past - later outlined the
projected priorities of the new KOFF programme. KOFF is keen to build up a plat-
form and generate synergies jointly with governmental and non-governmental or-
ganisations. It is expected that some four or five roundtables will be held each year
to analyse dealing with the past processes together with experts. Besides, KOFF
will be launching new websites on the subject, where the corresponding docu-
ments and articles will be made available. 15.11.04
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mailto:jonathan.sisson@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/publications/wp/KOFF_DealingWithThePast.pdf
http://ods-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N04/395/29/PDF/N0439529.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.ictj.org/
http://www.ictj.org/
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Third Israel/Palestine Roundtable for 2004
Over 20 representatives of Political Division IV (PD IV) of the Swiss Foreign Minis-
try, the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and of Swiss non-
governmental organisations met at the Peacebuilding Center in late November for
this year’s third Israel/Palestine Roundtable session. In the first part of the mee-
ting, Monique Eckmann of the „haute école de travail social, institut d’études so-
ciales de Genève“ (HETS- IES) presented a study on Israeli peace organisations and
dialogue projects, which she had been commissioned by PD IV to carry out in 2002.
A good many of the bilateral Israeli-Palestinian dialogue projects had been discon-
tinued since the start of the second intifada. Eckmann ascribed this to the availa-
bility of ample funds for such projects after Oslo and the fact that most of the
projects were markedly unbalanced when it came to the partners involved. Of the
recommendations to Swiss government players, she underlined long-term engage-
ment and the training of multipliers, amongst other things. The ensuing discussion
turned on issues of collective memory and the impacts of dialogue projects.

After the break, Burgi Roos (SDC/Humanitarian Aid) presented the study „Do no
Harm Reflections on the Impact of International Assistance in the Occupied Pales-
tinian Territories“ prepared by Mary B. Anderson in May of this year at the request
of the SDC. In Palestine the international community was facing the dilemma whe-
reby, thanks to its cooperation work, it was playing into the hands of Israel’s occu-
pation policy by relieving it of various obligations. On the other hand, some did not
see the withdrawal of aid as a meaningful alternative. On the basis of the „Do no
Harm“ approach, the author of the study therefore attempts to point to other
alternatives for action for external players. The proposals deemed interesting du-
ring the discussion included ideas for greater transparency on the part of donors
by arranging for Arabic and Hebrew translations of important documents. There
were also thoughts about the present structural distribution of diplomatic repre-
sentation and development cooperation, which was widening the gulf between
the two societies. The next Roundtable is set for February 2005 and its theme will
be the latest local political developments and their implications for Swiss players.

24.11.04

DFID’s Drivers of Change approach in Angola
Lisa Rimli, the responsible person for the KOFF Angola Roundtable, joined an
international team led by Alex Vines (Chatham House, London) for a three-month
research project on Angola commissioned by UK’s Department for International
Development (DFID). The project, designed as a shared learning process, included
two field missions in Angola in August and September and several stakeholder
meetings in Luanda and London, and was finalized with a draft report submitted
to DFID end of October. DFID’s „Drivers of Change“ approach is an umbrella term
for approaches aimed at understanding long-term processes of economic, social
and political change that impact upon development outcomes. Research was
focused upon developing an understanding of the determinants of change in the
post-conflict transition phase in Angola and how the international community can
support real longer term pro-poor change. 25.11.04
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http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_angola.htm
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/
mailto:Anita.Mueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_middleeast.htm
http://www.cdainc.com/cda/cda-about.php
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/NL1003/RPP.pdf
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http://www.deza.admin.ch/regiondoc.php?userhash=18480075&l=d&navID=85
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/foreign/confpo.html
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Peace building by strengthening civil society –
the example of ACSF
For almost three years now the Swiss Peace Foundation swisspeace has
been engaged in an operational project in Afghanistan to promote civil
society, namely the Afghan Civil Society Forum (ACSF). It will be withdra-
wing from the project leadership at the end of the year, thereafter confi-
ning itself to an advisory function only. An initial stocktaking was made at
the swisspeace annual conference in early November and possible ways of
assessing the ACSF were discussed.

As a lead-in to the discussions, Lars-Erik Cederman of the Center for Comparative
and International Studies in Zurich examined the role of civil society in peace pro-
cesses. Cederman warned against an overly idealistic concept of a „global civil
society“ capable of building bridges and combating bad governance. A global civil
society did not come about in a vacuum but evolved from organisations and move-
ments that had operated for decades within territorial borders. Cederman said
there was a danger that western enthusiasm about the democratic forces of civil
society could also play into the hands of nationalists. The transfer of western va-
lues irrespective of context could effectively exacerbate conflicts. But Cederman
also talked about positive signs of an „international conflict prevention system“,
though he cautioned against over-optimism. Civil society had limited scope for
directly influencing peace processes in post-war situations.

Lessons from three years’ work with civil society

After three years of project experience with ACSF, swisspeace believes that strengthe-
ning civil society is a very fitting way to build peace. ACSF Project Director Susanne
Schmeidl said that working with civil society was about coordination to build net-
works and bring together already existing NGOs and other communities. Schmeidl
sees the most crucial success factor as being locally accepted and well anchored.
But ACSF had benefited as well from Switzerland’s status as a neutral mediator.
Other considerations of central importance were the correct assessment and con-
sideration of capacities as well as the project’s overall political, social and econo-
mic environment, and clarifying the concept of „civil society“ at home and locally.

ACSF is partly funded by Political Division IV (PD IV) of the Federal Department of
Foreign Affairs (DFA). Stephan Husy, Head of the PD IV „Section for Operations
and Swiss Expert Pool for Civilian Peace Building“ (SOEF) underlined the successes
of ACSF, in particular the forum’s wide acceptance in Afghanistan. Moreover, the
project dealt with the issues of reconciliation and the building of civil society, which
were crucial to Switzerland’s peace-building work.

Swisspeace Managing Director Heinz Krummenacher pointed out that some suc-
cesses were likely to become apparent only in 20 years’ time. Swisspeace had
nevertheless learned the full importance of considering whether western notions
regarding civil society were compatible with those of the local people. When trans-
mitting values as part of civil peace building work, local circumstances must be
taken into consideration so as to avoid the danger of „neo-colonialism“.

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks

http://www.swisspeace.org/news/
http://www.swisspeace.org/acsf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_tools.htm
http://www.prio.no/files/file44563_rapport_1.04_webutgave.pdf
http://www.cis.ethz.ch/
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Complex assessment in difficult setting

In the afternoon, legal adviser Thania Paffenholz gave a presentation on possibili-
ties for assessing civil society projects in peace processes. Basically they would be
assessed no differently from other projects, even where they were executed in a
difficult and complex overall setting. The assessment needed to be incorporated as
early as the planning stage. It was a matter of identifying activities and realistic
sub-targets, developing impact hypotheses, chains and indicators and incorpora-
ting them into the project planning. There must be ongoing monitoring of relevan-
ce to peace-building, repercussions on the peace process and conflict dynamics,
the project’s effectiveness, the efficiency of the use of resources, coordination with
partner organisations, as well as the sustainability of processes and structures.

Swisspeace Senior Research Fellow Albrecht Schnabel drew attention to the speci-
fic problems of project evaluation in conflict situations. It was in fact necessary to
conduct a two-fold evaluation – that of the impact of the project on civil society
and of the impact of civil society on the peace process. Cordula Reimann of the
Center for Peacebuilding at swisspeace pointed up the more complex, non-linear
linkages such as those described in the evaluation report from the Joint Utstein
Study of Peacebuilding. Reimann mentioned the Do-no-harm principles as mini-
mum project requirements.

How could ACSF be assessed?

ACSF adviser Rudolf Dannecker, as well as Gregor Enste from the Heinrich-Böll
Foundation and Markus Heiniger of PD IV of the DFA – both representatives of
donor organisations – discussed concrete ways in which the ACSF might be as-
sessed. They noted that the project had been set up in a very short space of time in
2001, with a vision but no operational targets. ACSF was now to be evaluated on
the basis of specific questions – as to strengths and weaknesses, for instance.
Beyond that, long-term goals could now be formulated and evaluated at a later
date.

ACSF was founded in 2001 following the first Afghan civil society conference
in Bad Honnef, Germany. The aim of the project is to develop a platform for
dialogue and to integrate civil society into the political decision-making pro-
cess. The ACSF played a large part in the process of drafting the constitution
and in voter education. It registered just under 1.7 million people for the au-
tumn 2004 presidential elections. In early 2005 the project will be handed over
to Afghans, though swisspeace will continue to provide advisory support.

mailto:susanne.schmeidl@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:krummenacher@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:schnabel@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:paffenholz@ipw.unibe.ch
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News from Swiss NGOs

OeME conference on Palestinian refugees
On 20 November the OeME Unit of the Evangelical Reformed Churches of Bern-
Jura-Solothurn held a conference on the realities and perspectives of Palestinian
refugees. It was attended by over 300 persons. Leila El-Ali, Head of the „Najdeh“
NGO in Lebanon, and Lex Takkenberg, international jurist and Director of UNRWA
Syria, underscored that as an expression of the demand for justice, not a single
one of the well over four million Palestinian refugees would be renouncing his or
her right of return, which is anchored in international law. If it came to making
concrete decisions, however, the widely varying life situation and prospects would
play a pivotal role. They range from relegation to Lebanese camps, to the conside-
rable possibilities for refugees in the western diaspora. What was important was
that the refugees could choose freely from a range of options. Strategies for a
settlement had to reflect the rights and apprehensions of all participants, including
those of the Israeli people.

Several conference participants raised the subject of the Geneva Initiative, and
expressed the criticism that it did not build explicitly enough on the rights of the
Palestinian refugees and that those affected had so far been hardly brought into
the process of elaborating and discussing it. Other participants expressed the hope
that Switzerland would formulate its own position on the refugee question. Swit-
zerland could help create new perspectives both in the realm of international law
and with regard to the Geneva Initiative.

The conference had the support of Political Division IV of the Federal Department
of Foreign Affairs (DFA). It had been preceded by an internal PD IV seminar with
the conference’s foreign guests and intensive contacts with parliamentarians.

20.11.04

The conference on Palestinian refugees was organised by OeME and the Swiss
Forum for Human Rights in Israel and Palestine. It is a working group com-
prised of representatives of Swiss development and human rights organisa-
tions engaged in Middle East work (Amnesty International, Caritas Switzer-
land, cfd Christian Peace Service, Society for Threatened Peoples, Association
Switzerland-Palestine, HEKS, HorYzon, medico international Switzerland).

Sri Lanka: peace in jeopardy
On 24 November 2004 the „Palmyrah – Ökumenisches Partnerschaftsprojekt Bern-
Jaffna“ association held an event in Berne to look at the current situation in Sri
Lanka and Switzerland’s peace-building role. Markus Heiniger from DFA Political
Division IV took the view that the current standstill in the peace talks was cause
for concern. Switzerland had strongly urged the conflicting parties to be mindful
that if the dialogue were discontinued, the ceasefire would be in jeopardy.

Johanna Vögeli, ethnologist and member of a National Science Foundation project
for social change amongst Tamil refugees in Switzerland, reported on training cen-

http://www.oeme.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/israel_und_palaestina.html#Anker357956
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_middleeast.htm
Matthias.Hui@refbejuso.ch
http://www.refkirchenbeju.ch/content/page-2.asp?PortLink=1519&UnLnk=1493&ConType=1&Lev=4&PortalId=502&RecordId=985
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tres for Tamil women in Jaffna being supported by „Palmyrah“. These projects
showcase the linkages between development, gender and peace policy.

In the context of the OeME and Migration Units, Palmyrah together with Helvetas,
Caritas and Swisscontact jointly organised a trip by a parliamentary delegation to
Sri Lanka early this year. MPs Cécile Bühlmann and Jacqueline Fehr reported that
in their experience, Switzerland was pursuing an intelligent peace policy in that it
established no direct conditions for its support to the conflicting parties in the
peace process, but still systematically criticised human rights infringements and
was working to strengthen mechanisms to improve the situation. The migration
policy lesson to be learned is that asylum seekers should no longer be subject to
years of uncertainty and in part arbitrary guidance as has been the case with Tamil
asylum seekers and which colors the image of our country retained by returnees to
Sri Lanka. Although the status of most Tamils in Switzerland has now been regula-
rised, a renewed flare-up in the conflict would pose real asylum and migration
challenges to our country. 24.11.04

PBI security training in the Great Lakes region
The international human rights organisation Peace Brigades International (PBI)
has developed a project on „Mainstreaming Protection“, aimed at providing grea-
ter security for staff in local non-governmental organisations, refugees and other
population groups. One project component is security training courses on possibi-
lities and strategies for increasing one’s own security and limiting personal expo-
sure. PBI reports that human rights advocates in the region who were reporting
and publicly criticising actual abuses against civilians were increasingly finding
themselves in the firing line of those perpetrating violence.

PBI ran the first training courses in Bukavu and Goma (DRC) last May at the end of
a three-week fact-finding mission to Rwanda, Burundi and Eastern Congo. PBI
experience in Latin America shows that it takes at least two to three workshops
with the same group before a security network can be built up. The next step will
be for PBI to pass on its insights and recommendations to international govern-
mental and non-governmental organisations. 02.11.04

Postcard campaign on UN Resolution 1325
The cfd Women’s Peace Work Office, Amnesty International Switzerland and HEKS
launched a postcard campaign to mark the fourth anniversary of UN Resolution
1325 on women, peace and security. The cards will call on the Swiss Cabinet to
implement the resolution consistently in its policies. Those who subscribe to these
demands can sign and return the cards to the cfd Women’s Peace Work Office by
mid-February. They will be delivered to the Cabinet in spring 2005.

Further information:

PBI Sabine Ziegler

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/33/pbi.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/33/pbi.pdf
http://www.peacebrigades.org
Matthias.Hui@refbejuso.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/33/1325postkarten.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/33/1325postkarten.pdf
www.cfd-ch.org/res1325 
mailto:frieda@cfd-ch.org
mailto:frieda@cfd-ch.org
mailto:pbich@bluewin.ch
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News from Swiss Government Agencies

International Peacebuilding Forum formulates proposals for
better relations amongst peace workers
In August 2003, the War-torn Societies Project (WSP) launched the International
Peacebuilding Forum with the support of the International Peace Academy, in or-
der to forge effective partnerships between domestic and external players in post-
conflict countries. Throughout a series of events, local peace-building players and
representatives of the international community looked into problems and challen-
ges as well as successful peace-building projects and worked out suggestions for
improving on them. At a conference in New York in early October, almost 200
domestic and external players discussed and approved the ten leading sugges-
tions. Two of them advocate greater political weight for peace-building activities.
The other eight are aimed at empowering domestic players for an expanded role in
peace-seeking efforts and encouraging external players to support this.

The next steps will now be to implement the resulting suggestions and activities.
Several UN and other organisations are active in that regard. Thus for example,
OECD, UNITAR and IPU („Inter-Parlamentarische Union“) have decided to build
further on proposals Nr. 5, 6, 8 and 9. Political Department IV of the Federal De-
partment of Foreign Affairs (DFA) will be actively promoting the implementation of
the proposals, chiefly through a support group of Permanent Representatives to
the UN in New York. 07.11.04

PD IV workshop on „Public Participation in Peacemaking“
In November, PD IV of the DFA held a three-day workshop on „Public Participation
in Peacemaking“ in Thun. The participants were mainly staff members and peace-
building advisors from PD IV. The workshop was led by Catherine Barnes and Celia
McKeon from the Accord Programme of the international NGO Conciliation Re-
sources. Their view was that peace processes could trigger lasting change in a
country’s development only if they became divorced from the present „elitist ap-
proach to peace building“. Barnes and McKeon made the case for peace processes
to be opened up to a broader public. The international community’s true peace-
keeping role was to use political and practical means to create scope for the active
involvement of the public and to build up the corresponding institutional and hu-
man resource capacities. Besides, this had to take place in accordance with inter-
national human rights standards. Under those standards, governmental and non-
governmental organisations had a duty to support real possibilities for effective
participation by the public, Barnes and McKeon said.

The workshop made it clear, however, that there was no concrete plan for „public
participation“. There was agreement amongst the participants that various factors
such as the type and context of the conflict had to be taken into account. The
workshop discussions were inspiring and did increase awareness, though PD IV
has yet to draw concrete conclusions. 03.11.04
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http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/33/proposals.pdf
http://www.wsp-international.org
http://www.ipacademy.org/
http://www.ipacademy.org/
mailto:thomas.guerber@eda.admin.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/33/proposals.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/33/CIPrinciples.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/33/CIPrinciples.pdf
mailto:jacqueline.gallmann@eda.admin.ch
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Conference on Women Defending Peace,
with action plan for global coalition
At the end of November, Minister Micheline Calmy-Rey played host to some 400
peace women from around the world, invited to Geneva for a conference on
„Women Defending Peace“. The meeting adopted an action plan for the creation
a global coalition of women peace activists. The coalition will be agitating for
greater involvement of civil society and especially women in peace processes, bet-
ter protection of women against violence and human trafficking and for more
effective steps to combat impunity. It will be working through three programmes:
The „Women Defenders of Peace Programme“ should step up the involvement of
women in peace talks at all levels. The „Custodians of Peace Programme“ aims to
better protect women from violence by putting early warning mechanisms in place.
Lastly, the „Women’s Peace Watch Programme“ should draw world attention to
violence against women and girls, inter alia, with the help of the media. The man-
dates of the DFA’s PD IV also include developing strategies on the role of women in
violent conflicts and discussing them in international forums. In 2005, PD IV will
also be striving to keep the topic high on the international agenda. 24.11.04
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In this section, KOFF is

reporting on news from

ten international partner

organisations.

Berghof-Center
The „Berghof Handbook for Conflict Transformation“ is now available in print. On
the Berghof website new articles and dialogue series are being added to the body
of the handbook at regular intervals. In the coming months, Berghof is going to
cover issues such as: War Economies, the Role of the Private Sector, Gender, and
Training for Conflict Transformation. 13.11.04

Conciliation Resources
Conciliation Resources’ Accord programme has published a new report,“Engaging
armed groups in peace processes“. It describes and analyses experiences of enga-
gement with a view to identifying lessons to guide policy and practice.

21.11.04

International Alert
New Publications: „From war economies to peace economies in the South
Caucasus“ and „Inclusive Security, Sustainable Peace: A Toolkit for Advocacy
and Action“.

Vacany announcement: South Caucasus Project Officer (close of applications:
3 December) and Sao Tome Project Coordinator (close of applications: 6 Decem-
ber) 22.11.04

http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/foreign/humsec/gender.html
mailto:valerie.nadrai@eda.admin.ch
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.euconflict.org/
http://www.euconflict.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gtz.de/crisisprevention/deutsch/instrumente.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.respond.org/
http://www.berghof-handbook.net
http://www.c-r.org/accord/ansa/index.shtml#workshop
http://www.international-alert.org/policy/business/projects/caucasus.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/policy/business/projects/caucasus.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/publications.htm#gen
http://www.international-alert.org/publications.htm#gen
http://www.international-alert.org/aboutus/vacancieshrinfo.htm
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Plattform Zivile Konfliktbearbeitung
A study session will be held on 26 January 2005 in Hannover on „Qualifying for
civil conflict transformation (ZKB) – situation, trends and challenges, with an
emphasis on ZKB assignments abroad“. Registration until 10 December 2004
with Bernd Rieche. 20.11.04

The next annual conference of the Civil Conflict Transformation Platform is set
for 1-3 April 2005 at the Evangelische Academie Loccum. The theme is „Are we
doing what we do right? Are we doing the right thing? Civil conflict  transfor-
mation assessments“. For further information and registration, please contact
Jörg  Calließ. 20.11.04

An event with Swiss NGOs will take place on 12 December at Schloss Burgdorf
in support of the peace programme (HEKS, Caritas, Fastenopfer, DFA) in Guate-
mala.

On 17 December a presentation at KOFF will take place on „Do No Harm –
Experiences from a field perspective. Application of Do No Harm principles in
projects in the Horn of Africa“.

The Conflict Prevention and Transformation Division (COPRET) of the Swiss Agency
for Development and Cooperation (SDC) will hold its annual meeting on 2 Feb-
ruary, 2005 at 15.30 in Berne to discuss its 2005 programme.

The cfd Women’s Peace Work Office in Zurich will be organising a course for
young feminist peace policy promoters spanning four dates between January
and March 2005.

In cooperation with the Berne-based Guatemala Network and Helvetas, there
will be an exhibition on the theme „Guatemalan women give form to the world“
at Schloss Burgdorf until mid-April. It will also cover the difficult situation of
Guatemalan society, which is marked by civil strife, as well as that of the op-
pressed indigenous people.

Events

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other pointers to

events and training

courses are available

through the

KOFF-Infomarket.
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mailto:rieche@friedensdienst.de
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events_result.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/DoNoHarm17Dez04.pdf
www.cfd-ch.org/frieda
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events_info.asp?event=171
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
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Publications

Conciliation Resources: „Owning the process - Public
participation in peacemaking“
The process for making a transition from war to peace provides the opportunity to
agree new political, constitutional and economic arrangements to address the cau-
ses of the conflict. Often these decisions are made exclusively by representatives
of governments and combatant groups - who do not necessarily represent the
interests of diverse constituencies in the wider public. This first thematic project in
the Accord series is aimed at addressing that gap by documenting approaches
developed by government and civil society in order to open the process to a wider
range of participants. It reveals that strategies for democratizing peacemaking
through three basic modes of participation: representation through political par-
ties, direct participation and public consultation. The opportunities for participati-
on succeeded in widening the range of issues addressed and resulted in broadly
legitimate agreements. Furthermore, the processes themselves strengthened the
capacity for inclusive political participation in future governance and facilitated a
degree of political reconciliation.

Three feature studies focus on mechanisms in South Africa, Guatemala and Mali,
with additional examples from Colombia, the Philippines and Northern Ireland.
They highlight the possible advantages - shortcomings - of public participation in
peacemaking and assess the influence of these processes on the agreements rea-
ched and their subsequent implementation. The studies are complemented by ar-
ticles exploring the challenges of developing public participation and the interface
with mainstream international peacemaking practice. The publication also inclu-
des relevant key texts and graphic illustrations of mechanisms.
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