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Angola Roundtable on corruption and economic reform
KOFF held the eleventh Angola Roundtable session in late January with guest speaker
Nick Shaxson, Associate Fellow of the Royal Institute of International Affairs
(Chatham House) in London. Shaxson is an expert on oil-producing countries in
Africa and author of Economist Intelligence Unit reports on Angola and Gabon.

Amongst other things, Shaxson shared insights gained from the „Understanding
Change in Angola“ mission run by Britain’s Department for International Develop-
ment (DFID) from August to October 2004.

Shaxson explained that contrary to the recommendations of donor countries, the
Angolan Government is pursuing a top-down approach to development that dates
back to the 1970s. That approach emphasises the rapid reconstruction of physical
infrastructure and anticipates a concomitant high degree of indebtedness.

He also discussed why China currently exerts substantially more influence on de-
velopment aid and economic policy in Angola than Western donors, the Internati-
onal Monetary Fund (IMF) or international transparency campaigns such as „Pub-
lish What You Pay“.

Shaxson sees the President’s aim of consolidating power and control over the eco-
nomy as the main reason for the start of economic reforms in the late 1990s. After
the war the Angolan Government continued these reforms toward greater trans-
parency regarding oil revenues, so that by moving closer to the IMF, Angola’s image
would improve in the eyes of foreign investors, as could the longer-term prospects
for bond financing on the international capital market.

In Shaxson’s view, even with these reform steps Angola’s characteristic system of
cronyism and corruption remains largely intact, although corruption has become
more sophisticated and the reconstruction has expanded the circle of beneficiari-
es. Despite this unfavourable setting, Shaxson believes that donors can indeed
exert some influence on policies to benefit the poor, through civil society for ex-
ample, whose ideas also ultimately diffuse into the ruling MPLA party program-
mes. This would nevertheless call for a longer-term engagement in Angola.

01.27.05

Post-tsunami Gender Roundtable:
How can emergency aid be made gender-sensitive?
The central issue at the first session of the Gender Roundtable for the new year
was how to make emergency aid gender-sensitive. The focus of attention was the
situation after the tidal wave in Sri Lanka and Indonesia. In the first part of the
session, KOFF’s Cordula Reimann looked at the gender-specific dimensions and
implications of the tsunami. She discussed gender-specific vulnerabilities (e.g. rape
of women and girls and trafficking in women), insufficient gender and culture-spe-
cific awareness on the part of international aid personnel as well as the various
roles and needs of men and women as pertains to nutrition, healthcare, hygiene,

Further information:

KOFF Lisa Rimli

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender_DisasterRelief.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender_DisasterRelief.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info.asp?article=628
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/33/dfid.pdf
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
http://www.eiu.com/
http://www.eiu.com/
mailto:lisa.rimli@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_angola.htm
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KOFF-Roundtables on

Gender and

Peacebuilding

Israel/Palestine

Sudan

Sri Lanka

their private lives, and culture-specific practices and conventions. It emerged clearly
just how much the specific gender-related impacts of the tsunami were being af-
fected by gender relations before the disaster. Formerly discriminated and margina-
lized population groups such as women heads of household, widows, the disabled,
poor and single parents were finding themselves doubly victimized as a result of
the tsunami and its aftermath. It also became clear, however, that women are not
just helpless victims. Many women and women’s groups are involved in the emer-
gency aid work, doing crucial grassroots and inter-ethnic networking and thus rep-
resent a considerable social force in dealing with trauma on an everyday basis.

The second part of the session explored possible parameters for conflict and gen-
der-sensitive emergency aid. These included gender-sensitive needs analyses, gen-
der-sensitive budgeting of aid funds, data on victims and indigents broken down
by gender, and basic gender awareness on the part of national and international
aid agencies. 02.03.05

Positive feedback for KOFF roundtables,
Newsletter and website
An evaluation of the KOFF roundtables on „Gender and Peacebuilding“ and on
the Israel/Palestine, Sudan and Sri Lanka regions, as well as the monthly Newslet-
ter was carried out in late 2004. All the participants assess the roundtables posi-
tively, and see them as invaluable opportunities for information gathering and
networking that should be continued. It was repeatedly underlined that KOFF was
the only platform where governmental and non-governmental players come toge-
ther regularly. The evaluations further showed that the participants were hetero-
geneous and did not all have the same expectations. For the roundtables on gen-
der, on South Eastern Europe and on Israel/Palestine, the overriding wish was for
thematic, methodological and strategic discussions. As regards the Sri Lanka and
Sudan roundtables, current information and the opportunity to exchange ideas
were most in demand. The response to the questionnaires sent out was a satisfac-
tory 50 percent or higher - an improvement on the previous year.

The roughly 60 responses on the KOFF Newsletter also show a pleasing picture.
The Newsletter is still well received both locally and internationally. The highest
rating goes to „Focus“, followed by the publication tips and News from the Center
for Peacebuilding and from non-governmental organizations. The average time
spent reading is just over 15 minutes. Newsletter readers also have a favorable
opinion of KOFF’s web pages, which they see as a useful research tool. It transpi-
red that the electronic newsletter archives are not yet universally known, though
those who do know and use them appreciate them highly. 01.31.05

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann

See also focus article

in this newsletter issue

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/koffevents_results.asp?topic=2
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/koffevents_results.asp?topic=2
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/koffevents_results.asp?region=6
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/koffevents_results.asp?region=9
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/koffevents_results.asp?region=8
mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks New web pages on Gender and Disaster Relief,
and on Israel/Palestine
KOFF launched a new website on Gender and Disaster Relief last month. It is a
compendium of useful links, checklists, tools, guidelines and lessons learned. The
Israel/Palestine websites were also updated. They provide links to local peace and
human rights organizations, international organizations and institutions working
within or in connection with Israel/Palestine, reports and documents, discussion
groups in Switzerland, and public opinion surveys. 02.10.05

KOFF Information Market: 61 entries updated
KOFF has updated its database of Swiss organisations active in civil peace buil-
ding. It currently documents 93 organisations and can be accessed on the KOFF
Information Market web pages under „Who is Who“.  The information provided
covers action priorities, principal regions of activity, peace-building budget, con-
tact possibilities and a brief description of the organisations. The database can be
searched by criteria such as region of activity, topics, type of organisation, or by
means of freely chosen search terms. 02.24.05

swisspeace vacancy
swisspeace is seeking a full-time Secretary/Administrative Assistant (m/f) to take
up duties on April 1, 2005 or on another date to be agreed on. The new incumbent
will have multifaceted and pivotal responsibilities. Alongside general secretarial
tasks, s/he will be required to provide administrative support to the Head of Cen-
tral Services and to the management. 02.15.05
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http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/35/Stelleninseratswisspeace.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/whoiswho.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender_DisasterRelief.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender_DisasterRelief.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender_DisasterRelief.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender_DisasterRelief.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_middleeast.htm
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A different account of the tsunami: the gender dimensions
of natural disasters and humanitarian aid
We are all aware of the human tragedy and havoc caused by natural disas-
ters such as the tsunami: hundreds of thousands of women, men and child-
ren have been killed, displaced or are still missing in South Asia. Both
women and men have lost their loved ones, property and livelihood and
are suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder. Yet, we are less aware
that most of the women and men affected by the tsunami have coped with
its consequences in a different way. While there is abundant literature on
the gender-specific dimensions of natural disasters, most of the actual
practice of disaster relief remains gender-insensitive.

The available information points to two highly related crucial features: Pre-disas-
ter gender relations strongly influence and pre-condition the ability of men and
women to anticipate, cope with and recover from disasters like the tsunami. In
other words, women and men face different challenges owing to the differently
constructed social roles they played even before the disaster. At the same time,
relief efforts under extreme time and political pressure rely on existing structures
of resource distribution and reflect the gender-specific if not outright patriarchal
power structures. Furthermore Gender inequality is one of the root causes of social
vulnerability to disasters such as tsunamis.

Gender-specific dimensions of the tsunami

While the number of women and children killed is disproportionately high, most of
those affected in terms of psycho-social stress, restoration of livelihoods and their
legal and protection rights belonged to vulnerable groups and groups already sub-
ject to discrimination before the tsunami. They were poor men and women, and
more particularly single parents, widows, female heads of household, women and
men with disabilities, as well as pregnant women and lactating mothers.

Given that most women had little access to economic resources and political struc-
tures, they have not received adequate employment and training in recovery and
reconstruction. As a consequence, overburdened with domestic responsibilities,
women may find it difficult to find employment and other sources of income. It is
very likely that female unemployment and the percentage of women and girls
suffering from poverty and malnutrition will increase. Further the lack of physical
and nutritional care for pregnant and lactating mothers, for example, may result in
high rates of maternal and infant mortality in many South Asian countries.

Strikingly and worryingly, there are numerous, though officially still unconfirmed,
reports of violence against women and girl children: They have been victims of rape,
gang rape, sexual abuse and molestation. We also know from other crisis zones that
in the post-emergency phase, women are prime victims of domestic violence and
sexual violence. Furthermore there are alarming reports from Aceh/Indonesia of traf-
ficking in women and girls in welfare centers and rescue operations.

As far as men are concerned, there is almost no information about the impact of
the tsunami on their mental health and psychological needs. In fact, we know very
little about specifically male mechanisms for coping.

Focus

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender_DisasterRelief.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender_DisasterRelief.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/35/srilanka_tsunami_assessment.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/35/srilanka_tsunami_assessment.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/35/srilanka_tsunami_assessment.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/35/BriefingNote2CATAW.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/35/BriefingNote1Jan05.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/35/BriefingNote1Jan05.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/35/medicamondiale2.pdf
http://www.alnap.org/lessons_tsunami.htm
http://www.odi.org.uk/hpg/Tsunami.html
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Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann

In Sri Lanka and Aceh/Indonesia, both marked by intractable and unsolved ethno-
political conflicts, the tsunami most dramatically brought into the open the gen-
der-specific challenges and shortcomings of building peace: the exclusion of women
and their needs and interests from the formal political decision-making process
and from economic resources. There is the real danger that the already marginali-
zed will be even further excluded and power inequalities reinforced.

Lacking gender awareness among humanitarian aid staff

This situation has to be seen in the wider context of the lacking gender awareness, or
simply the ignorance or the sidelining of gender-specific health and reproductive
needs of women among largely male-dominated humanitarian aid staff and respon-
sible authorities. Given the „tyranny of the urgency“, gender-sensitive needs assess-
ment including gender-sensitive budgeting of aid was hardly or poorly done. Transpa-
rent gender-sensitive monitoring and accountability mechanisms are still lacking.

Many reports of local women’s NGOs stress that female survivors were unable to
freely discuss their needs with male relief workers. At the same time, certain ta-
boos and social restrictions, for example, talking about bodily functions such as
menstruation, have prevented women from voicing their gender-specific needs.
This combination of factors has led to the gender-insensitive distribution of aid in
welfare camps. There are reports pointing out that women and girls were not given
sanitary napkins, which remained undistributed in camps. Male camp personal, in
Sri Lanka for example, humiliated women while publicly distributing underwear.
There is some evidence that women were not only being sexually humiliated by
camp personal, but also by their husbands and partners. Furthermore, in many
camps, no contraceptives were available for women or men – very much due to
denial of sexual activities in camps.

Window of opportunity for social change?

Yet, there is some information coming out pointing to the high levels of endurance
amongst women, their extreme resilience and energy in mobilizing resources, and
to the fact that they are making their voices heard. In the total absence of women’s
groups in post-tsunami recovery at the national level in Sri Lanka, five networks of
60 women’s organizations founded the Coalition for Assisting Tsunami-Affected
Women (CATAW). It represents all major ethnic and religious communities and
urges the authorities to put women’s protection at the top of its reconstruction
agenda and include women at all decision-making levels (cf. Briefing notes).

Given the link between disaster relief, reconstruction and social change, there is
the real potential and social responsibility to make this incredible human cata-
strophe a window of opportunity for demystifying deep-rooted gender stereotypes
and changing unequal gender relations and power structures. How far will this
window of opportunity be closed or remain open? The answer will be highly de-
pendent on the degree of awareness of the gender-specific implications of local
and „internationalized“ reconstruction work. What is crucial here is how far the
rich body of local gender expertise, lessons learned and best practices in the inter-
national arena will be applied and adapted. Given the fragile peace situation, the
major challenge is to ensure that the reconstruction is not only gender-sensitive
but also conflict-sensitive. The even broader question is how the reconstruction
will be linked to the wider security and peace processes in both Sri Lanka and
Indonesia.

mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/35/BriefingNote2CATAW.pdf
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News from Swiss NGOs

Positive results of study
on utility of conflict analysis tools in the field
For a thesis written at the Institute for Political Science at the University of Zurich,
research was conducted to determine the utility of instruments to analyse conflicts
and projects in conflict contexts. To obtain data on the utility of the tools, work-
shops were organised in which volunteers from the Ecumenical Humanitarian Or-
ganisation (EHO), a partner of HEKS located in Vojvodina (Serbia & Montenegro),
tested four conflict analysis tools and the Do No Harm-Framework. The results have
shown that the tools are generally very useful, not only for people who are used to
planning and evaluating projects, but also for people with less expertise. All volun-
teers were able to work with the tools after a short introduction. The tests have
shown that the tools foster the thinking process and inspire the users to find solu-
tions to overcome more or less deadlocked conflict constellations. The great majo-
rity of the participants were willing to apply the tools regularly as they considered
them useful, easily applicable and appropriate for their purpose. It seems that work-
shops on conflict analysis and Do No Harm render the participants more conflict-
sensitive, if they can apply the tools in group work and in their own context.

The thesis suggests sequences of tools and provides information about their com-
plexity, user-friendliness, utility, appropriateness etc. It shows that the complexity
of tools should not be underestimated, as its influence on the participants’ willing-
ness to integrate them is rather high. Furthermore, in line with other research
published, it suggests that it is very important to follow a comprehensive main-
streaming strategy. The responsibility for the mainstreaming must be shared among
the organisation’s head office, its donors and staff, as both top-down initiative and
bottom-up support and pressure are needed.

HEKS and EHO, who have actively contributed to the thesis, will incorporate the
results into their mainstreaming strategies. A short version of the thesis has been
published. This study summarises the results of the thesis and is aimed at practi-
tioners within HEKS and EHO and other interested organisations. 02.28.05

Conflict-sensitive program management
in Helvetas/SDC-program in Bhutan
Helvetas and the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) have de-
cided to incorporate the conflict-sensitive program management approach syste-
matically into their Bhutan program. Selected project evaluations and plans are to
include a „Do no Harm“ component in future. This was done for the first time in
late 2004 in assessing the participatory forest management project. In addition to
forestry experts the assessment team included a consultant who examined the
project specifically for its conflict sensitivity. Another step in that direction is the
Conflict Sensitivity and Do no Harm workshop to be held in March for the local
coordination office and project staff, partly organized by the Center for Peacebuil-
ding (KOFF). 02.12.05

Further information:

author of the thesis

Regula Gattiker
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Helvetas in Bhutan

SDC in Bhutan

Further information:

Helvetas Remo Gesu

mailto:regula.gattiker@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:regula.gattiker@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:regula.gattiker@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/35/gattiker.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/35/gattiker.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_middleeast.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info.asp?article=533
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info.asp?article=533
http://www.helvetas.org.bt/
http://www.deza.admin.ch/countrydoc.php?userhash=22752181&navID=127&lID=1
mailto:regula.gattiker@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:remo.gesu@helvetas.org
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/35/gattiker.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 35  8

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks

Campaign of Bread

For  All / Swiss Catholic

Lenten Fund

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks

Event with Yasmin Sooka:
reconciliation in South Africa at the expense of justice?
As part of this year’s Bread for All/Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund campaign, Yasmin
Sooka participated in an evening event co-organised by KOFF in Berne and open to
the public. Mrs Sooka is a human rights expert in great international demand. A
lawyer, she worked with the Truth and Reconciliation Commissions of South Africa
and Sierra Leone and has been Director of the Foundation for Human Rights in
South Africa since 2001.

Yasmin Sooka began by describing the situation in South Africa ten years after the
end of apartheid. There was criticism from many quarters today that reconciliation
was taking place at the expense of justice and reparations. It was mainly the black
population who were being affected by high unemployment and the HIV/AIDS
pandemic. The gap between the realisation of civil and political rights and as yet
elusive social and economic rights must be narrowed in the future.

Mrs Sooka also took a critical look at the role of South Africa’s Truth and Reconci-
liation Commission. The Commission had been subject to political pressure from
various quarters during the time of the Transitional Government. In particular, in-
tense controversy surrounded the decision to grant an amnesty for political crimes,
which led to the widespread feeling that those responsible for the years of oppres-
sive rule were not being held accountable. The controversy is continuing even now
that the Commission has ended its work. One topic is the prosecution of perpetra-
tors who were not granted amnesty, and another is the Government’s attitude to
the question of compensation.

Also at issue are Switzerland’s ties with South Africa under apartheid. It is neces-
sary to look not only at intergovernmental relations, but also the role played by the
Swiss private sector. The still pending class-action suits, inter alia, against Swiss
banks are evidence of a growing awareness that the private sector too must obser-
ve human rights standards and can be required to pay compensation if necessary.

02.23.05

„Leben statt Überleben in Afghanistan“,
photo exhibition at Berne Kornhausforum
A good number of people showed up at the Berne Kornhausforum on 16 February
for the preview of the photo exhibition „Living rather than surviving in Afghanis-
tan“. The exhibition is sponsored amongst others by swisspeace and Terre des
hommes, and shows pictures by photographer Jean-Jacques Ruchti from Aarau.
The preview opened with a talk by Susanne Schmeidl, who has been living and
working in Afghanistan for the better part of the past three years as Head of the
swisspeace Afghan Civil Society Forum project. Schmeidl stressed that the quali-
ties most needed in Afghanistan were patience and perseverance, as only long-
term projects had any chance of making a lasting impact. Renate Schoch of Terre
des hommes, Jean-Jacques Ruchti and Susanne Schmeidl later shared their perso-
nal experiences from Afghanistan in a panel discussion. Ruchti uses the photos to
highlight positive and constructive forces in Afghanistan and in that way counter
the overwhelmingly negative media reports. The exhibition runs until March 5 at
the Kornhausforum. 02.16.04

ACSF

Terre des hommes in

Afghanistan

Jean-Jacques Ruchti

Kornhausforum

Further information:

KOFF Jonathan Sisson

http://www.aktion2005.ch/
http://www.swisspeace.org/acsf
http://www.tdhafghanistan.org/
http://www.fotograf-ruchti.ch
http://www.kornhausforum.ch
mailto:jonathan.sisson@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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News from Swiss Government Agencies

Greater Swiss commitment in Middle East
The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) has a set up a new office to coor-
dinate Switzerland’s peace and human rights activities in the Middle East. The
four-person team will be led by Nicolas Lang, who was recently appointed Ambas-
sador by the Swiss Cabinet and is responsible for the Middle East peace process.
The new office is administratively attached to Political Division IV (Human Securi-
ty), DFA, but is politically answerable to the head of the Political Section of the
DFA. Departing somewhat from past practice, we will be striving as far as possible
to support more projects with „a higher political profile“, explains Nicolas Lang.
The DFA hopes to support and influence processes aimed at resolving the conflict
this way. The channels and networks opened up in recent months through activi-
ties to promote the Geneva Initiative will also be used to that end. 02.17.04

Federal Councilor Micheline Calmy-Rey on visit

Swiss Foreign Minister Micheline Calmy-Rey paid a visit to Israel and Palestine
in early February. The purpose of the first trip to the region by the Federal Coun-
cillor was to form an in-depth, comprehensive picture of the situation on the
ground and of Switzerland’s peace policy engagement over the past ten years.
Bilateral relations formed the predominant theme of her visit to Israel, though
the conflict situation also received specific attention. The Federal Councillor
expressed the hope that Israel’s plan for withdrawal from Gaza and parts of the
West Bank would make for an improved climate and the resumption of a genu-
ine peace process in the framework of the Road Map.

In an open letter to Micheline Calmy-Rey, the „Jewish voice for a just peace
between Israel and Palestine“ thanked her for her tenacious and unflinching
defence of the requirement of equal negotiation partners. In so doing, the orga-
nisation wished to counter criticism of Micheline Calmy-Rey’s trip voiced by the
„Swiss Federation of Jewish Communities“ and by Israel’s Ambassador to Swit-
zerland.

Small arms: second session of UN working group
on an international tracing instrument
The second of three sessions of the UN Open-Ended Working Group on an interna-
tional instrument to identify and trace illicit small arms and light weapons took
place in New York from January 24 to February 4. The Working Group is chaired by
Swiss Ambassador Anton Thalmann and is open to all countries. The main purpose
of the second session was to discuss the Chairman’s first draft of the instrument
and a revised second version of it. It had already become clear during the first
session that there was no consensus amongst the countries on many central aspects
of the instrument. The second session too, failed to clarify whether the instrument
should be legally binding and encompass munitions as well. Nor did it determine
the roles the UN, Interpol and regional organizations should play and who, in addi-
tion to countries, may initiate tracing requests.
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http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/e/home/foreign/humsec/frpziv/nahost.html
mailto:nicolas.lang@eda.admin.ch
http://disarmament.un.org:8080/cab/salw-oewg-1.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info_d.asp?article=573
http://www.controlarms.org/documents/mtfinaljan05.pdf
http://www.jvjp.ch/de/dateien/Offener_Brief_an_BR_C-R.rtfhttp://www.jvjp.ch/de/dateien/Offener_Brief_an_BR_C-R.rtf
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There was intense discussion how small arms and light weapons should be defi-
ned. Rather than international minimum standards, countries with misgivings about
an international instrument were keen to set only national rules or standards drawn
from the Firearms Protocol in as many areas as possible. Against this backdrop,
successfully concluding the talks at the third session in early June could indeed be
a very tall order.

Non-governmental organizations were not admitted to the negotiations but could
form part of national delegations. Accompanying the Swiss delegation was a rep-
resentative of the Small Arms Survey. The Netherlands was the only other country
to make use of that possibility. 02.04.05

SDC to press ahead with its special program for Rwanda
The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) is to continue its spe-
cial program for Rwanda by extending the coverage of the roughly five million
francs per annum contributed to human rights promotion, the rule of law and
democratic transition. Launched by the SDC in 1998, the special program for Rwanda
is to be even more firmly rooted in a regional context of security, peace and deve-
lopment. This latest decision coincides with Rwanda’s endeavors to deal with its
past, as the main phase of the traditional „Gacaca“ trials recently got under way
throughout the country. Some one million people are to be heard on genocide-
related charges before these courts, which blend traditional mediation approaches
with modern law. 02.04.05

Further information:

Political Division IV, DFA

Heidi Grau

The report was presented

in a separate event from

the session itself by the

„International Action

Network on Small Arms“

(IANSA).

Commitment of SDC

in Rwanda

Berghof-Center
Recent publication: „Transforming War Economies: Dilemmas and Strategies“
(Berghof Dialogue Series No. 3).

On the website of the Berghof Handbook for Conflict Transformation twoartic-
les are available on the private sector and conflict transformation entiteled „The
Role of Local Business in Peacebuilding“ and „Opportunities  for Synergy: Con-
flict Transformation and the Corporate Agenda“.

Conciliation Resources
Conciliation Resources will take part in a high-level panel discussion on March 10
in Madrid at the „International Summit on Democracy, Terrorism and Security“
organized by the Club de Madrid and the Safe Democracy Foundation. The discus-
sion under the title „From Violence to Voting“ will explore the case for engage-
ment with armed groups and the impact of the war on terror on peacemaking
processes.  

International Partner Organizations

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

In this section, KOFF is

reporting on news from

ten international partner

organisations.

Berghof-Center

Conciliation Resources

EPLO

European Platform for

Conflict Prevention

FriEnt

GTZ

mailto:heidi.grau@eda.admin.ch
http://www.deza.admin.ch/countrydoc.php?userhash=23031500&navID=117&lID=1
http://www.deza.admin.ch/countrydoc.php?userhash=23031500&navID=117&lID=1
http://www.berghof-handbook.net/wareconomies.htm
http://www.berghof-handbook.net/complete.htm
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.euconflict.org/
http://www.euconflict.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 35  11

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EPLO
The General Affairs and External Relations Council has adopted conclusions on
Iraq. It reiterates the European Union’s commitment to contributing to the eco-
nomic, social and political reconstruction of Iraq and its support for UN activi-
ties in Iraq.

The Council of the European Union has expressed in a declaration its deep con-
cern about the dissolution of the multiparty government in Nepal.

The Security Review of „Standards and practices for the security of humanitari-
an personnel and advocacy for humanitarian space“ of the EU Humanitarian
Aid Department (ECHO) is now available.

The Council and the Commission of the European Union are organizing a public
consultation on the future European Union development policy, from January 18
to March 2.

FriEnt
FriEnt published the minutes of a discussion on Pakistan as well as the latest issue
of the „FriEnt-Impulse“ with challenges and lessons learned on the tsunami.

International Alert
Recent publication: „Peace Through Profit: Sri Lankan Perspectives on Corporate
Social Responsibility“.

Plattform Zivile Konfliktbearbeitung
The Platform has now posted the report of a study tour to Brussels on its homepa-
ge. The tour entailed talks with international peace associations and technical
discussions at the European Parliament as well as with the corresponding specia-
lized departments of the Council and the Commission. The discussions covered
experiences in cooperation between governmental and non-governmental play-
ers in civil conflict transformation.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events

„Peace Brigades International“ (PBI) and „Peace Watch Switzerland“ hold an
afternoon briefing session  on March 5 in Zurich on possible openings for volun-
teers. An orientation weekend is scheduled for April 8-10 in Solothurn.

A roundtable on South Eastern Europe is scheduled for March 7 at KOFF in
Berne. Christian Giordano will be participating.

In a public event on March 8 the Swiss Cabinet will be presented with several
thousand signed postcards bearing the inscription „The code is not secret: UN
Res 1325“.

This section lists several

events on the KOFF

calendar and on those

ofKOFF member organiza-

tions.

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

Responding to Conflict

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

http://register.consilium.eu.int/pdf/en/05/st06/st06567.en05.pdf
http://register.consilium.eu.int/pdf/en/05/st05/st05986-re01.en05.pdf
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/echo/evaluation/security_review_en.htm
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/development/body/theme/consultation/doc/Issues_Paper_EN.pdf
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/development/body/theme/consultation/doc/Issues_Paper_EN.pdf
http://www.frient.de/materialien/materialien_frientpublic.html#pak
http://www.frient.de/materialien/materialien_impulse.html
http://www.international-alert.org/publications.htm#business
http://www.international-alert.org/publications.htm#business
www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/downloads/file478.pdf 
www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/downloads/file478.pdf 
http://www.peacebrigades.org/switzerland/schweiz_kennenlernen.html
http://www.cfd-ch.org/res1325/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.respond.org/
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The intention is to challenge the Swiss Cabinet to consistently implement UN
Resolution 1325 on women, peace and security, as well as a peace  and security
policy in line with this. The postcard campaign (see Newsletter Nr. 33) was moun-
ted by the cfd Women’s Peace Work Office, Amnesty International Switzerland
and HEKS.

The 2005 Easter march is set for Easter Monday, March 28, in Berne under the
motto „Stop violence against women – violence does not have the last word“.

Publications

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Link to the

publication

Optional Protocol

to the Convention on

the Rights of the

Child

The Rome Statute

of the International

Criminal Court

The International

Labour Organization

Convention 182

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo Child Soldiers Global Report 2004
The Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers produces a comprehensive report on
child recruitment policies and practices in 196 countries and territories every three
years. The present report, published in November 2004, covers the period from
April 2001 to March 2004. The country entries include information on national
legislation and military training and deployment and on recruitment and deploy-
ment by irregular forces. Of special interest is the overview of the ratification of
relevant international treaties that are included in the country data at the top of
each entry and in the global data summary chart.

The report provides information on more than 20 countries and territories where
armed conflicts involving child soldiers took place during the period 2001-04. The
countries cited include Afghanistan, Angola, Burundi, Democratic Republic of Con-
go, Columbia, Ivory Coast, Guinea, India, Iraq, Israel/Palestinian Autonomous Re-
gions, Indonesia, Liberia, Myanmar (Burma), Philippines, Russian Federation, Rwan-
da, Sri Lanka, Somalia, Sudan, and Uganda.

The report also documents positive developments in the field. Substantial progress
has been made in the last three years in establishing an international legal and
policy framework for protecting children from involvement in armed conflict. The
Optional Protocol to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which came
into force in 2002, sets 18 as the minimum age for direct participation in hostili-
ties, for compulsory recruitment by governments and for all recruitment into ar-
med groups. States may accept volunteers from the age of 16, but must deposit a
binding declaration when ratifying the treaty that outlines safeguards for such
recruitment. By August 2004, 77 governments had ratified the Optional Protocol.
Other developments refer to the implementation of regulations condemning the
recruitment of child soldiers and their active participation in hostilities elaborated
in the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC) and in the Interna-
tional Labour Organization (ILO) Convention 182.

The report provides an overview of the key issues involving children and armed
conflict and makes recommendations regarding the use of international norms in
formulating national legislation and mechanisms to protect children from recruit-
ment. In particular, it recommends the development of demobilization, disarma-
ment and reintegration (DDR) programs for child soldiers, which must be adequa-
tely funded and sensitively constructed to ensure that the specific needs of boys
and girls are addressed.

Other pointers to events

and training courses are

available through the

KOFF-Infomarket.

http://www.gsoa.ch/agenda/daten/20050328OstermarschBern.pdf
www.child-soldiers.org/resources/global-reports.html
http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu2/6/protocolchild.htm
http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu2/6/protocolchild.htm
http://www.un.org/law/icc/statute/romefra.htm
http://www.ilo.org/public/english/standards/ipec/ratification/convention/text.htm
http://www.ilo.org/public/english/standards/ipec/ratification/convention/text.htm
http://www.ilo.org/public/english/standards/ipec/ratification/convention/text.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info.asp?article=633
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Human Rights Library

Human Rights Center

University of Minnesota Human Rights Center and Library
The University of Minnesota Human Rights Library acts as the on-line documen-
tation resource of the Human Rights Center and provides access to more than
twenty-one thousand core human rights documents, including several hundred
human rights treaties and other international instruments. The site also includes
more than four thousand links and has a unique search device for multiple human
rights sites. Documents are available on the site in six different languages: Arabic,
English, French, Japanese, Russian, and Spanish. The site is visited monthly by
more than 175’000 students, scholars, educators, and human rights advocates
from over 135 countries.

The University of Minnesota Human Rights Center was inaugurated in December
1988 on the occasion of the fortieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. The Center trains and assists the work of human rights professio-
nals and volunteers in five program areas: Applied Human Rights Research, Edu-
cational Tools,  Field and Training Opportunities, On-Line Human Rights Documen-
tation and Learning Communities and Partnerships.
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http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/
http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/center/default.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:jakob@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/
http://www.demilitarisation.org/
http://www.swisscoalition.ch/english/pagesnav/H.htm
http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.bethlehem-mission.ch/
http://www.ppp.ch/
http://www.ppp.ch/
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.casin.ch/
http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.ggs-ccs.ch/
http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.helvetas.ch/deutsch/welcome.html
http://www.info-link.org
http://www.info-link.org
http://www.intercooperation.ch/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.interteam.ch/start.htm
http://www.medienhilfe.ch/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.miva.ch
http://www.peacebrigades.org/ch/

