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Small Arms 

UNIFEM: Getting it

Right, Doing it Right

Gender and DDR

The Impact of Guns on

Women’s Lives

Further information:

KOFF Anita Müller

Roundtable on the latest Developments in
Israeli-Palestinian Relations
The first roundtable on Israel/Palestine of this year was devoted to examining the
latest developments in Israeli/Palestinian relations and their significance for Swiss
players in development cooperation and peace-building. In his talk leading into
the discussions, Mouin Rabbani of the International Crisis Group described deve-
lopments within Fatah over the coming weeks as the factor that will decisively
influence the future Palestinian reality. Should Fatah be unable to elect a new,
broadly legitimized leadership, there would quite likely be some further fragmen-
tation of the movement, with an accompanying snowball effect. In examining the
Israeli side, Rabbani looked at the logic behind the Sharon Government’s unilate-
ral strategy and at the danger of escalating violence on the part of the settlers, a
situation he compared with similar developments in 1994/95. He said that on ba-
lance, except for the settlers, the most important parties – Palestinian Authorities,
Hamas and the Israeli Government – had an interest in keeping a lid on the situa-
tion for a variety of reasons. That was likely to change following Israel’s with-
drawal from Gaza and the holding of Palestinian elections in the summer, however.

The second part of the roundtable was devoted to a discussion amongst the 26
representatives from the federal government and non-governmental organiza-
tions of what new approaches had come out of this analysis for their own work.
The wish was voiced that the question of strategies and complementary roles for
governmental and non-governmental players in Palestine/Israel could be further
examined in depth. 03.31.05

Gender Roundtable on Disarmament, Demobilization and
Reintegration Processes
The second session of the Gender Roundtable for 2005 stirred unusual interest
amongst representatives of the civil service, non-governmental organizations and
the academic community, as well as from individuals. Guest speaker was Vanessa
Farr of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). Farr has been closely
studying gender-related aspects of disarmament and demobilization processes for
years, especially in the African context.

In the first part of the session, she discussed gender-specific dimensions of dis-
armament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR) processes using the country
examples of Sudan, Liberia and Rwanda. The focus of discussion in the second part
was the gender-specific „lessons learned“ so far assembled and discussed inter-
nationally. There was a spirited debate on the potential of DDR processes not only
to create „negative peace“ and security immediately after a conflict, but also to
fundamentally alter the social and political power relations, including gender rela-
tions. 03.31.05

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks

KOFF-website:

Israel/Palestine

International

Crisis Group

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/37/gettingitright.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/37/gettingitright.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/37/dutch.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/37/small-arms-women.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/37/small-arms-women.pdf
mailto:Anita.Mueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_middleeast.htm
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=1271&l=1
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=1271&l=1
mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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Roundtable on Gender and Conflict Sensitivity
in Aceh/Indonesia
The second KOFF roundtable on Indonesia, which was held under the Chatham
House Rule, was devoted to the topic of gender and conflict sensitivity. On the
invitation of KOFF and Peace Brigades International (PBI) Switzerland, a represen-
tative of the Indonesian non-governmental organization (NGO) RPuK, which is
active in Aceh, joined the roundtable as a guestspeaker. She started off with some
introductory remarks on the situation of civil society in Aceh, which is suffering
dramatically as a result of the tidal wave in late 2004. Many NGOs have lost co-
workers and suffered damage to their premises as well. Besides, some prices have
risen dramatically since the tsunami, and this is a source of considerable problems
for the organizations.

The guest speaker first introduced her organization, RPuk, whose main focus is on
helping women and children in Aceh. Even before the flood disaster, the war had
already left these groups very badly off. The tsunami had helped to the extent that
it had aroused the interest of a very broad public in the situation in Aceh. Yet
precisely in the camps where the victims have been housed, women are facing a
number of unsolved, gender-specific problems. She stressed that the government
was more of a hindrance than a help to the NGOs in their work and that the now
large number of international organizations present were hardly addressing the
concerns of local NGOs. 04.07.05

Further information:

KOFF Esther Marthaler

KOFF-websites:

Dealing with the Past

Dan Bar-On:

CV and selected

publications

KOFF Indonesia Web Pages

A new feature of the KOFF website is that it now contains pages on Indonesia
providing information on the Indonesian government, Indonesian NGOs, inter-
national assistance following the tsunami, violent conflicts in Indonesia, the
human rights situation there, as well as the multilateral organizations active in
the country.

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks

KOFF-websites

on Indonesia

KOFF-websites

on Gender and

Disaster Relief

RPuK

PBI Switzerland

PBI in Indonesia

Dealing with the Past Roundtable:
Trauma and Reconciliation Processes
A roundtable was held on April 7 with the Israeli psychologist Dan Bar-On from
Ben Gurion University in Beersheba, on the subject of „Trauma and  reconciliation
processes“.

Dan Bar-On became known primarily for his work with the descendants of Nazi
criminals and Holocaust victims. A film was screened at the roundtable showing
one of the meetings organized by Dan Bar-On giving these groups the opportunity
to talk with one another and to deal with their past.

The success of those meetings prompted Dan Bar-On to promote meetings between
the two sides in the context of Israeli-Palestinian conflict as well. In his view, the
experience with Germans and Jews cannot simply be transposed to other situati-
ons, owing to the difficulty of distinguishing between victims and perpetrators in
some instances.

http://www.riia.org/index.php?id=14
http://www.riia.org/index.php?id=14
mailto:esther.marthaler@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/36/training.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_dealing.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/KOFFevents/dan_bar-on.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_indonesia.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender_DisasterRelief.htm
http://www.peacebrigades.org/whoweworkwith.html#indonesia
http://www.peacebrigades.ch
http://www.peacebrigades.org/etp/etp.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_indonesia.htm
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Dan Bar-On sees his work as a complex interface between dealing with the past
and seeking potential solutions to current conflicts. This endeavor finds expression
in a history textbook he is promoting, which contains both Israeli as well as Pales-
tinian accounts of historical events and which is therefore an encouragement to
take a critical look at their common history.

It was also emphasized in the discussion that peace-building projects of this kind
should also be accompanied by high-level political, legal and economic measures
if they are to lead to a settlement of the conflict. 04.07.05

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

KOFF Jonathan Sisson

Guatemala Roundtable on Peace-building and
Human Rights
A KOFF Roundtable was held on April 8 with the theme „Peace-building and Hu-
man Rights: Challenges and Opportunities in Developing a National Human Rights
Policy in Guatemala“.

The first part of the roundtable consisted of a discussion between Helen Mack of
the „Fundación Myrna Mack“ as a representative of Guatemalan civil society, and
several government representatives (Rosalina Tuyuc, „Comisión Nacional de Resarci-
miento“; Maria Eugenia de la Sierra, „Procuradería para los Derechos Humanos“;
Frank La Rue, „Comisionado Presidencial para los Derechos Humanos“). It beca-
me clear from the discussion that Guatemalan civil society and government hold
fundamentally different views regarding the human rights situation in the country
and that these differences are hard to bridge.

In the second part, Adrien-Claude Zoller of „Geneva for Human Rights“ said that
the work of UNHCR could only succeed if the government and civil society worked
together. But this placed civil society in a dilemma: on the one hand, it must conti-
nue to draw attention to human rights violations, including those committed by
government players, and on the other, it has to try to engage in dialogue with the
government on national human rights policy.

The roundtable ended with the common recognition of the need to develop new
strategies to overcome the distrust prevailing between government and civil soci-
ety, as well as within civil society itself. It will be possible to develop an all-embra-
cing national human rights policy only if all the parties work together. 04.08.05

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

KOFF Jonathan Sisson
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KOFF-websites

on Guatemala

Fundación Myrna Mack

KOFF Dealing with the Past Web Pages

KOFF has now inaugurated web pages devoted specifically to Dealing with the
Past. Amongst other things, they contain pointers to literature and selected ar-
ticles on the topic, as well as links to organizations concerned with reconciliati-
on and dealing with the past.

mailto:jonathan.sisson@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:jonathan.sisson@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/36/training.pdf
http://www.myrnamack.org.gt/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_dealing.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_dealing.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_guatemala.htm
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KOFF Annual Report 2004
The KOFF 2004 Annual Report came out. The 14-page document offers an over-
view of the activities of the Center for Peacebuilding over the past year. For the
year 2004, KOFF’s working priorities were „Gender and Peace-building“, „Peace-
building in International Cooperation“, and as a new addition, „Reconciliation
and Dealing with the Past“, as well as the countries of Angola, Israel/Palestine, Sri
Lanka and Sudan. Altogether 22 roundtable sessions were organized on these
topics as well as on South-East Europe, Guatemala and Central Asia.

Other important KOFF activities included a course for the training of trainers in Do
no Harm held in Switzerland for the first time, and a conference on the Geneva
Initiative organized jointly with swisspeace. KOFF also provided support to its mem-
ber organizations and the federal administration by way of consultancy assign-
ments. For 2004 the KOFF team consisted of five, at times six co-workers.

21.04.05

NGO Members Meeting on May 20

The Annual General Meeting of KOFF member organizations is scheduled for
May 20 in Berne. After the statutory part of the meeting, which, amongst other
tasks, will elect a new Steering Committee (SteeCom) member, the second part
will be devoted to the topic „Cooperation between Governmental and Non-
governmental Swiss Players in Peace-building – where are we now, where do
we want to go?“

Further information:

KOFF Anita Müller

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks

KOFF annual

report 2004

KOFF member

organisations

Focus

Prioritizing Gender Perspectives on Small Arms and
Light Weapons in Research and Policy
While current work on small arms is now looking beyond simply „counting
the weapons“ and is increasingly focusing on the devastating human suf-
fering facilitated by these widespread weapons, discussions are missing
on how gender ideologies might influence people’s attitudes to small arms.

A combination of a lack of political interest, scarce resources, and the sheer diffi-
culty of keeping track of firearms-related injuries in places with poor infrastructure
underpin the lack of quantitative gender-disaggregated data and qualitative infor-
mation on the experiences, views and actions of women and men in gun-prolific
societies, both those that are at war and those which are not. As a result, there is
little scientific evidence with which to influence the development of gender-main-
streamed programs to curtail the impacts of small arms and light weapons. Some
of the shortcomings of current practice are outlined below, followed by recom-
mendations on how they should be addressed.

Weapons Collection Programs

Historically, post-conflict weapons collection programs and disarmament projects
have not taken the interests of men and women into account equally. As a result,
the success of such projects may have been compromised. For instance, women
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International Action

Network on Small Arms

IANSA

UN:  Gender and

Disarmament

UN Resolution 1325

on Women, Peace and

Security

Beijing Declaration and

Platform for Action

Small Arms Survey

UNIFEM: Gender-aware

DDR: A Checklist

Bonn International

Center for Conversion

mailto:Anita.Mueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/36/training.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/jb_2004_e.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/jb_2004_e.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/members_form.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/members_form.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/36/training.pdf
http://www.iansa.org/
http://disarmament.un.org:8080/gender.htm
http://www.un.org/events/res_1325e.pdf
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/platform/index.html
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/platform/index.html
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/37/checklist.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/37/checklist.pdf
http://www.bicc.de/
http://www.bicc.de/


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 37  6

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Arms Program 

of the Centre for

Humanitarian Dialogue

Campaign against Small

Arms of the Swiss Peace

Council

Amnesty International

Switzerland on Small

Arms

Article on the Gender

Roundtable on DDR

Processes

KOFF-websites 

on Gender

can play a significant role in encouraging men in their families to give up their
weapons. Moreover, when communities are offered development aid incentives in
return for giving up their weapons, women (if they are consulted at all) may re-
quest very different projects than men. Evidence shows that men tend to request
large-scale, prestigious projects such as major new roads. Women, by contrast, ask
for projects that will have a direct impact on alleviating their workload and redu-
cing their poverty. There is even some evidence that women will hand in weapons
for no other reward than that of having proactively contributed to making their
personal and community spaces safer, which raises important questions for those
who believe weapons cannot be collected without material incentives.

Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR)

DDR processes primarily address male combatants. Often, women and girls are
forced to self-demobilize and reintegrate as best as they can, usually with devasta-
ting impacts on themselves and their children. Women and men have different
needs in DDR processes. For example, whereas both women and men may have
been combatants and have suffered separation from their families and other forms
of trauma, there are situations where women have only played a role in supporting
male fighters, by being forced to do domestic work or enslaved into sexual servi-
tude. Even when DDR processes do incorporate women combatants, they are not
adequately addressing these differences in the way women and men experience
conflict – and are therefore not as effective as they hope to be in promoting peace
and social change through the re-integration of ex-fighters into society.

Weapons in Society

Many cultures link guns with expressions of „masculinity“. The media, childhood
toys, and the militarization of society all contribute to prioritizing this association.
Alternative masculine behaviors that do not uphold violence are less obviously
explored and frequently appear to be less validated. While men are often killed by
strangers with guns, women are more at risk of armed violence from intimate
partners or other men known to them. The presence of a gun in the home increases
the likelihood that domestic violence will result in death. However, in many coun-
tries national legislation does not address this issue. On the other hand, civil so-
ciety research, advocacy and campaigning, with a focus on the gender-specific
impacts on reducing gun violence, can make significant contributions to new na-
tional gun control laws. Such is the case in Brazil, which, like South Africa, is among
the countries most affected by „peacetime“ gun violence, and where Brazilian
women – especially family members of victims – have organized a disarmament
campaign called „Choose Gun Free! Its Your Weapon or Me“, which contributed to
passage of tough new national gun laws in December 2003.

The Way Forward

A number of steps should be taken by research and policy-making communities at
national and international levels to incorporate gender perspectives in their re-
search and security-related decisions:

It is important to involve meaningfully both women and men in the development
of disarmament policy that will directly or indirectly affect their lives. For example,
in the planning of a disarmament process it is important to consider whether both

http://www.hdcentre.org/?aid=37
http://www.friedensrat.ch/kleinwaffen.hauptseite.html
http://www.friedensrat.ch/kleinwaffen.hauptseite.html
http://www.amnesty.ch/d/emind/2004/controlarms/index.html
http://www.amnesty.ch/d/emind/2004/controlarms/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 37  7

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

swisspeace

Albrecht Schnabel

men and women were consulted to identify incentives for weapons collections
programs. Based on this information, public awareness strategies must be identi-
fied, which actually resonate with the people being disarmed. Moreover, external-
ly imposed solutions to reduce violence tend to be less effective when they counter
already existing local practices. Therefore, the implementation of community-based
solutions should be prioritized by tapping into local knowledge, resources and
effective traditions.

All organizations, researchers, and relevant actors collecting data should gender-
disaggregate it and also use gender as a category of analysis in processing data.
This will make their research, findings, and resulting recommendations more con-
vincing, broader, and more likely to facilitate the advancement of more effective
means to control weapons.

The presence of guns in the home can increase the lethality of insecure environ-
ments. This is particularly true in situations of domestic abuse, but is also the case
in armed robberies or other altercations in the home. Much current national policy
does not adequately address cases where gun owners are perpetrators of dome-
stic violence. An audit on national legislation on gun laws should be conducted to
explore areas for potential improvement. Furthermore, in many conflict zones,
growing numbers of small arms in the hands of security agencies are assumed by
both government and the public to be a protective factor, targeting enemies. How-
ever, these guns pose real risks to civilians – in particular to women and children –
through their exacerbation of both domestic and indiscriminate violence. It is vital
to involve local authorities and organizations in conflict zones in disseminating
pertinent information and organizing towards arms reduction in the civic sphere.

Finally, it will be important to urgently and actively implement the Beijing Platform
of Action (1996) and United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women,
Peace and Security (2001): both give a clear mandate to countries around the
world and the international agencies and local NGOs that carry out disarmament
work to promote women in positions of leadership in defining post-conflict consti-
tutions and elections, and in incorporating gender perspectives in security-related
decisions and the implementation of security sector reform.

This text draws on the

swisspeace Working Paper

1/2005: Emily Schroeder,

Vanessa Farr and Albrecht

Schnabel. Gender Aware-

ness in Research on Small

Arms and Light Weapons:

A Preliminary Report.

mailto:albrecht.schnabel@swisspeace.unibe.ch
mailto:regula.gattiker@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/publications/wp/WP_Schnabel_1_2005.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/publications/wp/WP_Schnabel_1_2005.pdf
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Project of FEPA,

HEKS and BMI

Further information:

FEPA Barbara Müller

The Sri Lankan Diaspora and the Peace Process:
SCI Switzerland’s Diaspora Internship Project
Thanks to Service Civil International (SCI Switzerland), 15 second-generation mem-
bers of the Sri Lankan immigrant community in Switzerland are now undergoing
internships in Sri Lanka. They are improving their own professional qualifications
through development, social and peace-building projects, while simultaneously
acquainting themselves first-hand with their parents’ homeland.

By directly coming to grips with the current situation in Sri Lanka, the participants
are learning to form their own picture of the situation, develop their own view-
point and perhaps even help work out a contribution to Sri Lanka’s peaceful politi-
cal development. Preparatory seminars, an integrated study tour, as well as joint
evaluations form an important part of this process.

SCI Switzerland works on the assumption that a diaspora is a central player in the
peace process in that it can influence a conflict by radicalizing it or by encouraging
the peace process. Through its Diaspora Internship Project, the SCI is striving to
encourage peace-building approaches within the Sri Lankan diaspora in Switzer-
land.

The Diaspora Internship Project is a pilot project being supported by the Political
Division IV of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA). 04.13.05

Civilian Peace-building with Young People in Zimbabwe
In its first month of existence, the Youth Programme for Conflict Transformation
launched last year by HEKS, „Bethlehem Mission Immensee“ (BMI) and the Fund
for Development and Partnership in Africa (FEPA) was able to train 130 young
people in remote rural areas and impoverished city districts as trainers in conflict
transformation and violence prevention. The candidates chosen were young women
and men who are leaders or role models in their community, city district, training
center, organization or small business. Those who received training in turn impar-
ted their knowledge at universities and colleges throughout the country.

The above-mentioned youth program involves 16 Zimbabwean and non-govern-
mental organizations, and is currently working out the curriculum for a Leadership
Training for Good Governance. The first training cycle will be held in summer 2005.
To cite Lucy Mazingi, coordinator of the youth program, the curriculum is being
geared toward the challenges that Zimbabwe will face when it becomes necessary
to have not only „new leaders, but also a new form of leadership“. 04.15.05
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Diaspora Internship

Project

KOFF-websites

on Sri Lanka

News from Swiss NGOs

Further information:

SCI Martin Leschhorn

http://www.fepafrika.ch/e2/projekte/laender/zimbabwe/zimbabwe.html#youth_anker
http://www.fepafrika.ch/e2/projekte/laender/zimbabwe/zimbabwe.html#youth_anker
mailto:fepa-ch@bluewin.ch
http://www.scich.org/sri-lanka/
http://www.scich.org/sri-lanka/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_srilanka.htm
mailto:scich@access.ch
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Do no Harm Workshop and Application in Kosovo
Together with the partner organization „Gräte per Gräte/Women for Women“ Ko-
sovo, HEKS held a Do No Harm workshop at the end of March in Pristina. The
participants also included co-workers from two other HEKS partner organizations.
Do no Harm issues and ideas were nothing new to the participants, who have been
engaged in conflict-related projects for years now. What was in-deed novel was
the very systematic and step-by-step approach of the Do no Harm instrument. The
need for a Do no Harm training course became clear during preparations for a
project to reintegrate Ashkali groups into the Vustrri community, which was a topic
at the previous KOFF Roundtable on South-East Europe.

It is the first time that a local organization in Kosovo is being charged with carrying
out a reintegration project of this kind, designed not only for the return of dis-
placed people but also to integrate socially disadvantaged Kosovo-Albanian fami-
lies and to build a community center that is open to all. After a comprehensive
analysis of the situation, of project possibilities and of the relevant players and
resources, a project took shape that explicitly embodies the Do no Harm dimensi-
on. Should this project succeed, the experience gained is expected to feed into
similar projects in other communities. 04.02.05

Mexico: PROPAZ Workshop for Peace Work
In mid-March the Swiss Programme for the Promotion of the Peace Process in
Southern Mexico (PROPAZ) organized a three-day workshop in Chiapas under the
theme „Respondiendo a Conflictos“. Participating in it was Sue Williams,  conflict
expert from Northern Ireland. The purpose of the workshop was to enhance the
skills of the participants in analyzing conflicts and developing a common peace
strategy for Mexico by providing them with the appropriate tools.

The 38 participating specialists represented human rights and other non-govern-
mental organizations from the Federal District and the Federal States of Oaxaca
and Chiapas. Based on where they came from, they were divided up into three
working groups that amongst other things mapped out the current situation and
developed possible future scenarios for their respective work locations. The Do no
Harm method was a crucial element of the workshop.

Against the background of their differing experiences, the participants found it
difficult to agree on one concrete approach to formulating a common peace stra-
tegy. The workshop made it clear that conflict transformation also means raising
critical questions about one’s own position and trying to understand the motiva-
tions behind other positions in order to create some room for maneuver.

04.20.05
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HEKS project

in Vushtrri/Kosovo

KOFF-websites:

South-East Europe

Further information:

HEKS Madeleine Hirsch

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

PROPAZ Tildy Hanhart
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PROPAZ

KOFF-websites

on Chiapas

http://www.heks.ch/pls/heks/projectdb.detail?connection_id=-1&iid=1466679&iregion=9983&ikeyword=-1&ipage=1
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_southeasteurope.htm
mailto:hirsch@hekseper.ch
mailto:hanhart@hekseper.ch
http://www.heks.ch/data/pdf/850-316.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info.asp?article=679
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_chiappas.htm
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 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks Play for Peace: International Youth Camp at
Pestalozzi Children’s Village
A youth camp for children and young people from all over the world is set for
August 13-27, 2005 at the Pestalozzi Children’s Village in Trogen, under the theme
„Play for Peace – Peace-building and Development through Games and Sport“. It
falls within the framework of the special Sport and Development program being
run by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and the Interna-
tional Year of Sport.  The participants range in age between 13 and 17 years and
are drawn from conflict and post-conflict regions, the Asian countries affected by
the recent tsunami disaster, as well as from Europe and North America. Some 200
children and young people in total from over 20 countries will be taking part in the
camp, which is designed to raise the participants’ awareness of intercultural topics
and peace-building. It will be exploring the possibilities offered by sports and games.
The longevity of the project is to be guaranteed by preparatory work and follow-up
in the individual countries. 04.23.05

Pestalozzi Children’s

Foundation

SDC special program

International Year

of Sport

Sport & Development

Further information:

Pestalozzi Children’s Foun-

dation Isabelle Providoli

News from Swiss Government Agencies

SDC/SKH Humanitarian Aid Seminar on Fragile Statehood
As is customary every two years, a seminar on humanitarian aid was held this year
in the run-up to the annual humanitarian aid conference of the Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation (SDC) and the SKH (Swiss Humanitarian Aid Corps).
It was intended for SKH members, SDC head office personnel and invitees from
partner organizations. In addition to the program areas of Humanitarian Ethics,
Prevention and Preparedness, and Civilian-military Cooperation, Fragile Statehood
was the seminar’s main topic.

Fragile Statehood concerns all areas of Switzerland’s foreign policy. For some time
now a trans-departmental working group has been dealing with this topic within
the SDC. The seminar approached the topic from the standpoint of humanitarian
aid, using the example of Sudan to illustrate the experiences, lessons and open
questions that result for the various players. The guest speakers came from a vari-
ety of political backgrounds, and put forward suggestions as to tasks that should
be undertaken by the different players in fragile States. According to the speakers,
the task of humanitarian aid, which is provided in contexts of fragile statehood, is
to enable individuals in need to secure their own room for maneuver, beyond the
(tyrannical) grip of the State. The task of development policy is to interlink security
and development more closely, in other words, to enable weak States to make
their contribution to solving global problems on the one hand, and to counteract
the indifference toward the „global periphery“ on the other. The aim of peace-
building is to fashion orderly States. This means patiently nurturing institutions,
restoring customary law in a legal vacuum and ensuring fair distribution in civil
society. Suggestions were also made regarding possible tasks for the military and
the private sector.
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SDC – Humanitarian Aid

SKH

http://www.pestalozzi.ch
http://www.deza.admin.ch/index.php?navID=2483&userhash=25760439&lID=6
http://www.sport2005.ch/content.cfm?rub=0
http://www.sport2005.ch/content.cfm?rub=0
http://www.sportanddev.org/en/index.htm
http://www.deza.admin.ch/index.php?userhash=25760439&l=d&navID=5
http://www.deza.admin.ch/portal.php?userhash=25760439&navID=60&lID=6
mailto:i.providoli@pestalozzi.ch
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PD IV – Human

Security

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks

The ensuing discussion produced some interim conclusions that will have to be
discussed further. It was noted, amongst other things, that a country like Switzer-
land could not be active in all fragile States, but had to concentrate on a few States
and topics. Development-oriented emergency assistance was peripheral to huma-
nitarian aid. In the cooperation with fragile States, humanitarian aid was open to
closer cooperation with other institutions, though in so doing, it had to preserve its
own identity. 04.05.05

Further information:

SDC Ives Mauron

PD IV Peace-building Activities in Kyrgyzstan
Kyrgyzstan had long been regarded as the front-runner of democratic change in
Central Asia – until the seriously flawed elections of 2000. In the wake of those
elections, political and economic power increasingly became the preserve of a
small elite around the presidential family.

The risk analysis for Kyrgyzstan conducted by Political Division IV (PD IV) of the
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) showed rising tension between the
population and the government, in particular between organizers of political de-
monstrations and the police. Against this background, two principal action strate-
gies have been worked out by PD IV, and implemented since January 2004. First,
efforts were made to encourage dialogue between the population and the govern-
ment in two areas (district of Aksy and city of Baitik), which are regarded as espe-
cially susceptible to violent clashes; second, cooperation was to be encouraged
between civil society players and the police as well as the national security service.
These activities were aimed at creating more leeway for dialogue between the
population and central government, and at developing conflict prevention mecha-
nisms.

That dialogue enabled the participants from the above-mentioned regions and the
authorities to resolve some cases of conflict through direct talks (instances of cor-
ruption, abuse of power, etc.). By providing training for the police and for civil
society players, mechanisms were introduced that effectively minimized conflicts
during the period of parliamentary elections. Thanks in part to the activities of PD
IV in Kyrgyzstan, there was little or no violence during the recent events in which
the government was overthrown. 04.25.05

Further information:

PD IV Jean-Nicolas Bitter

http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/foreign/humsec.html#
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/foreign/humsec.html#
mailto:yves.mauron@deza.admin.ch
mailto:jeannicolas.bitter@eda.admin.ch
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Berghof-Center

Conciliation Resources

EPLO

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

FriEnt

GTZ

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

Responding to Conflict

UNIFEM

Conciliation Resources
Conciliation Resource’s Accord program will present the lessons arising from its
„engaging armed groups in peace processes“ project at the US Congress on May
26. The Accord publication „Choosing to engage: Armed Groups and Peace Proces-
ses“ will be available in June. For more details on the project please visit: http://
www.c-r.org/accord/ansa/index.shtml or contact accord@c-r.org.

EPLO
The European Commission has adopted a declaration on the Euro-Mediterra-
nean Partnership. This partnership is to assume a more active role, amongst
other things, in fighting terrorism, in cooperating in the Middle East peace
process, and in other conflicts, for example in the Western Sahara.

In March, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan tabled a report entitled „In Larger
Freedom: Towards Development, Security and Human Rights for All“.

European Centre for Conflict Prevention ECCP
The first draft of the Global Action Agenda for the Prevention of Armed Con-
flict is now available for comment and discussion on the Global Partnership
website at www.gppac.net. The Global Action Agenda is a civil society agenda to
promote a shift from reaction to prevention in the way conflicts are addressed,
and will be presented to UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan in July.

„Searching for Peace in Asia-Pacific“, the latest publication in the Searching for
Peace series, is now available through Lynne Rienner Publishers, Inc. It includes
background information and conflict surveys by regional experts, and a directory
of civil society organizations working in the region of East Asia.

FriEnt
The new edition of the FriEnt-Newsletter „Impulse“ has been published.

For the first time, FriEnt has published a „FriEnt-Briefing“. It is dedicated to the
topic of „Development Cooperation, Religion(s) and Conflicts“.

GTZ
Edition 2/2005 of the SPICE Newsletter deals with the following topics, amongst
others: the dynamics of the current conflict in Nepal, the conflict situation in Ye-
men, „Football for Peace“ in Columbia, as well as the new minimum standards for
training in complex emergency situations.

UNIFEM
The latest issue of UNIFEM’s electronic newsletter focuses on International Wo-
men’s Day and summarizes the outcome of the 49th session of the Commission
on the Status of Women, which met in early March.

In this section, KOFF is

reporting on news from

ten international partner

organisations.

http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gtz.de/de/themen/uebergreifende-themen/krisenpraevention/898.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.respond.org/
http://www.unifem.org/
http://www.c-r.org/accord/ansa/index.shtml
http://www.c-r.org/accord/ansa/index.shtml
mailto:accord@c-r.org
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/euromed/publication/2005/report_89_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/largerfreedom/contents.htm
http://www.un.org/largerfreedom/contents.htm
http://www.gppac.net/
http://www.rienner.com/
http://www.frient.de/downloads/FriEnt_Impulse_0405.pdf
http://www.frient.de/downloads/FriEnt_Briefing_0105_EZ_Religion.pdf
http://www.gtz.de/de/dokumente/de-spice-newsletter2-2005.pdf
http://www.unifem.org/news/currents/currents200503.html


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 37  13

Events
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ciraj Rassool will be giving a lecture on The Politics of Memory Work in South
Africa on May 18, as part of the Restitution and Memory lecture series at Zurich
University.

On May 20 the Annual General Meeting of KOFF member organizations will take
place in Berne.

mission 21 will be organizing a meeting with the initiators and coordinators of
the „1000 Women for the Nobel Peace Prize“ project in Basel on June 1.

KOFF is organising a workshop on „Mainstreaming Do no Harm – Challenges,
Problems, Lessons Learned“ with Wolfgang Heinrich (Church Development Ser-
vice/EED) and Jochen Neumann (PBI Germany/„Kurve Wustrow“), which will
take place on June 6.

Publications

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

perspektive mediation

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo There are still some remaining places for the KOFF-trainings on participative
conflict-analysis (June 1) and on Dealing with the Past and Reconciliation in
Post-Conflict Societies (June 15/16). Further information on the KOFF trainings
2005 and application: http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffe-
vents/trainings.pdf

New German-language Journal on Mediation
A new German-language professional journal on mediation is now in print. Its title
is „perspektive mediation – Beiträge zur KonfliktKultur“. In its own words, the
journal takes an interest in the mediation approach that induces change across the
micro, meso and macro levels, and its emphasis is on covering a wide variety of
specialized areas of mediation. The editorial committee and contributors include
well-known names from mediation circles Germany, Austria and Switzerland. The
various sections of the journal cover reports on workshops and real life case stu-
dies, new methods and tools, as well as reviews, interviews and conference re-
ports. A feature dossier forms the centerpiece of each issue. In the three editions
published so far, those dossiers have been devoted to Conflict Analysis, Legal Ru-
les on Mediation, and Mediation – Currents and Schools of Thought. The journal
targets a broad specialized public and is written in simple understandable langua-
ge. It is published on a quarterly basis by Verlag Österreich in Vienna.

In April, women from North and South Sudan presented their recommendations
agreed upon during a gender symposium to the Oslo International Donors’ Con-
ference urging donors to reflect strong gender-responsive principles in the allo-
cation of resources for Sudan’s reconstruction and recovery efforts.
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events on the KOFF calen-

dar and on those of KOFF
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Other pointers to events

and training courses are

available through the

KOFF-Infomarket.

http://www.hist.unizh.ch/krueger/veranstaltungen.php?nav=4
http://www.hist.unizh.ch/krueger/veranstaltungen.php?nav=4
http://www.mission-21.org/deutsch/40_veranstaltungen/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/koff_workshop.pdf
http://www.mediation.voe.at/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/trainings.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/trainings.pdf
http://www.unifem.org/pressreleases.php?f_page_pid=6&f_pritem_pid=189
http://www.unifem.org/pressreleases.php?f_page_pid=6&f_pritem_pid=189
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
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CRInfo

Web tip

CRInfo
The new version IV of the Conflict Resolution Information Source (CRInfo) is a
gateway providing access to more than 25’000 peace- and conflict resolution-
related web pages, books, articles, audiovisual materials, organizations, events
and news. Among others, CRInfo provides browsing of articles, web and organiza-
tional resources on more than 600 topics organized in four major categories. An
education section includes an internet-based conflict research program and a „build
your own“ virtual textbook system. Also useful are the recommended readings
from the editors’ panel and overview essays on key topics. CRInfo is one of several
conflict resolution-related websites of the University of Colorado Conflict Research
Consortium.
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