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KOFF Members Meeting well attended
This year’s KOFF members meeting was attended by some 30 persons, represen-
ting just under half the member organizations. KOFF Director Anita Müller opened
the meeting with a brief review of the past year. Amongst the successes, she un-
derscored the first ever training course for Do No Harm trainers in Switzerland, the
strong demand for the various roundtables and working groups, the considerable
increase in the number of newsletter subscribers, and the good feedback concer-
ning various consultancy assignments. She underlined that for KOFF, the year 2004
had been marked by further consolidation with regard to staff, expertise and mem-
bership. Amongst the future challenges she identified further strategic develop-
ment, issues of diversifying funding sources, and becoming even more strongly
anchored in western Switzerland.

KOFF staff members Cordula Reimann, Esther Marthaler and Steffen Rottler jointly
presented selected KOFF activities in connection with the tsunami in southern Asia,
whilst Jonathan Sisson reported on the new KOFF topic of Dealing with the Past.
The Meeting also held new elections and re-elections to the Steering Committee
(SteeCom). After four years’ active representation of Category „C“ organizations
(peace organizations), Inge Remmert-Fontes resigned from the SteeCom. She was
warmly thanked for her dedication. Lini Culetto, President of Women for Peace
Switzerland was elected in her place. Geert van Dok (Caritas Switzerland) was
reelected for a further two years as representative of Category „A“ organizations
(large development organizations).

The second part of the Meeting turned its attention to the topic „Cooperation by
governmental and non-governmental Swiss players in peace-building – where are
we, where do we want to go? This edition’s focus article provides further details of
that discussion. 05.20.2005

Roundtable on the latest Developments in Sudan
At the first Sudan Roundtable for 2005, several participants reported on the latest
developments in that country. One participant reported on his recent trip to Northern
Sudan and urged those present to look more closely at their own role. Other topics
included the new UN Resolutions regarding the UN Mission for Darfur, the resolu-
tion on the punishment of war crimes addressed to the International Criminal Court,
as well as the implementation of the peace agreement and China’s new and strong
role in Sudan. The discussion also covered the international donor conference held
on April 11 and 12 in Oslo, which deliberated on the reconstruction of Southern
Sudan once peace is made, and the challenges that partner institutions and relief
agencies will face with respect to harmonization and implementation.

The general discussion revolved mainly around the role of relief agencies and their
local partner organizations. This was an opportunity to highlight strategic commo-
nalities between the Swiss players in Sudan, in particular regarding the impor-
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tance ascribed to traditional leaders. The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs
(DFA), the relief agencies represented at the roundtable and the Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation (SDC) all consider civil players to be of great im-
portance, and the various programs are therefore also geared toward strengthe-
ning them.

The next roundtable is expected to take place this summer and will focus on the
conflict in Northern Sudan and examine ways in which Swiss players could inter-
vene. 04.22.05

Courses on Gender & Conflict at Basel University
For the first time in Switzerland, a course on gender and conflict was held at the
Europainstitut of the University of Basel, led by swisspeace. The event was a pre-
lude to the international debate on gender-specific dimensions of violent conflicts
and their transformation. The lectures and seminars revolved around four subject
areas: Introduction to the topic: Why is gender an issue in conflicts and peace-
building? Gender-specific dimensions of intra-State violent conflicts; Gender-spe-
cific dimensions of peace building and gender-specific dimensions of disarma-
ment, demobilization and reintegration.

All four subject areas underlined how crucial it was to the full and accurate analy-
sis of conflicts and their transformation, to take account of the gender-specific
dimensions, and mainly of the various needs, interests and strategies of women
and men. 05.10.05

Continuing Education Seminar on
„Economy and Foreign Policy: A Natural Symbiosis?“
A continuing education seminar was held in mid-May at the Europainstitut of the
University of Basel on „The Relationship between Economy and Foreign Policy: A
Natural Symbiosis?“ Some 25 experts including academicians and field practitio-
ners took up the invitation from the Europainstitut and the Swiss Federal Office of
Personnel.

The first part of the event was spent examining the relationship between econo-
mic and foreign policy players in determining foreign policy interests. One key
question examined was possible private sector interests in a country’s foreign po-
licy – and vice versa. In their presentations, Gregor Kuendig of economiesuisse
and Urs Bucher of the Integration Office DFA/DEA highlighted some fundamental
issues concerning the balancing of mutual interests and the avoidance of conflic-
ting aims.

In the second part of the event, participants examined the role of the private
sector in implementing foreign policy. How far is it meaningful and legitimate to
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involve the private sector in foreign policy? Development and reconstruction for-
med the central theme of the presentations by Urs Zollinger of the King Zollinger
Consulting Agency, Hans-Peter Egler, State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (seco),
and Peter Silberschmidt, Swiss Export Risk Guarantee (ERG), in this regard. What
promise does the magic formula „public-private partnerships“ hold? Can political
and economic aims be combined, for the purposes of export promotion for in-
stance? What is the potential role of the economy in international cooperation?

In his closing remarks, Laurent Goetschel, director of swisspeace and professor at
the Europainstitut, expressed the opinion that the area ofoverlap between foreign
policy and economic interests as well as common aims would and should grow. He
also pointed to the need to continue to support this process through research and
exchange. 05.19.05

New E-Mail Addresses for swisspeace Staff
As of June 1, swisspeace staff members receive new e-mail addresses. Instead of
the name.surname@swisspeace.unibe.ch format used up to now, the new addres-
ses will have the format name.surname@swisspeace.ch. Until the end of 2005,
all e-mails sent to the old addresses will be forwarded to the new ones. Thereafter,
only the new addresses will be valid. 05.19.05
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Peace Alliances in Switzerland:
After the Euphoria, Shoulders to the Wheel
If peace-building is to succeed, it will take the coordinated involvement of
government and civil society players. It was thanks to this realization that
new models have been tried out also in Switzerland in recent years with a
view to improving exchanges between governmental and nongovernmen-
tal organizations (NGOs). Where are we today with respect to cooperation
in peace-building, and how can this be made even more effective? This
year’s KOFF members meeting took stock of the situation and outlined
some ideas for the future.

Enormous headway has been made over the past decade in civil peace-building in
Switzerland and in cooperation between governmental and nongovernmental play-
ers. In their brief addresses to the KOFF members meeting, Maya Krell (HEKS) and
Markus Heiniger of Political Division IV (PD IV) of the Federal Department of Fo-
reign Affairs (DFA) both coincided on this point. Krell pointed to the long-standing
involvement of NGOs, which through their peace initiatives, operational activities
and conceptual ideas have helped make peace-building an integral part of Swiss
policy. The approval by Parliament in late 2003 of the „Federal law on measures for
civil peace-building and strengthening of human rights“ and a corresponding line
of credit were of major significance. Maya Krell said that the law embodied many
of the central concerns of the NGOs, adding that in recent years she had observed
a new awareness on the part of government players as to the significance of NGOs,
and that this could be seen, amongst other things, in moves to promote the sha-
ring of experiences and to devise integrated cooperation programs (in Colombia
and Mexico for example). Referring to the ongoing campaign on small arms and
the implementation of UN Resolution 1325, Maya Krell went on to say that today
NGOs were encountering greater receptiveness from the Federal Government with
regard to many peace-related themes. She nevertheless believes that after a phase
of euphoria, the time has now come to put our „shoulders to the wheel“: protrac-
ted peace processes require external players to be persevering and to understand
complex processes, whilst the past one or two years have seen some cooling in the
attitude toward NGOs in the political arena.

Creating geographical and thematic alliances

Markus Heiniger in turn said that over the past year Political Division IV had alloca-
ted almost 50 percent of its funding to local, international and Swiss NGOs, and
that the issue of domestic political peace alliances with civil society players was
firmly on the agenda. He saw yet another commonality with NGOs in the fact that
PD IV also premises its work on the principle of „positive peace“. The establish-
ment of KOFF had meant the creation of an important mechanism for dialogue and
common learning processes. Despite this rapprochement and some very promising
approaches aimed at greater coherence, which could be seen for instance in pro-
gram work on Colombia and Sri Lanka, Heiniger believed that there were still
major challenges facing practical peace work. As PD IV helps shape and facilitate
peace processes from the outside, it would certainly like to be able, for its track 1-1½
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activities, to draw on more extensive know-how and politically relevant Swiss NGO
contacts in conflict transformation. Besides, Heiniger believes that there is a gene-
ral lack of willingness to develop common strategies for building workable peace
alliances with a geographical or thematic focus.

Consultations already at the planning stage

How can cooperation be improved in the coming years from the standpoint of
NGOs? Maya Krell called for a reliable and coordinated government policy that
also included NGOs as dialogue partners at the strategic level. Specifically, consul-
tations on the elaboration of medium-term strategies would be suited to this, as
would be mechanisms used by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperati-
on (SDC) such as program input discussions and talks at all levels. At the same
time, Krell also called for the recognition of differing perspectives and the right of
NGOs, rather than being merely executive bodies, also to determine how and with
whom they wish to launch peace processes. Both sides would need to improve
transparency, information and reporting about the lessons learned from their own
program work if the postulate of coherence were to succeed at all.

KOFF experiences so far

KOFF was established four years ago, amongst other things to strive for greater
coherence and coordination amongst the various Swiss players. Experiences so far
show that the KOFF roundtables and working groups have done much in the realm
of the sharing of experiences, networking and common learning process, and have
also contributed to confidence building. It has been possible to create synergies
where relatively homogenous and numerically small groups have been pursuing
common goals. At the members meeting, KOFF Director Anita Mueller pointed out
that organizations were still somewhat reluctant to provide more transparent in-
formation and they still had a tendency to cling to their own plans, a factor that
was making it difficult to develop common strategies. She suggested that existing
KOFF mechanisms should be put to greater use in order to implement some of the
proposals made, such as timely mutual consultations for medium-term planning.

Looking over the borders

Already last year the „Utstein Study“, a joint evaluation by the four Utstein go-
vernments (Germany, United Kingdom, Netherlands and Norway) of their peace-
building activities, again underlined the need for greater coordination and agree-
ment amongst the various players and the creation of the appropriate mechanisms.
While Switzerland’s KOFF model is often cited as an example at conferences ab-
road, there are similar experiences in other countries as well. One interesting mo-
del is the Canadian Peace-Building Coordinating Committee (CPCC) created some
five years ago, that brings together 47 development and peace organizations and
is also striving for dialogue with governmental players, increased cooperation and
systematic learning. Germany’s „Gruppe Friedensentwicklung“ (FriEnt) is concei-
ved somewhat differently but is pursuing similar goals. It brings together eight
governmental and nongovernmental organizations in order to deepen their know-
ledge in the field of crisis prevention and conflict transformation by sharing expe-
riences, and to achieve close cooperation amongst the member organizations. KOFF
regularly shares experiences with these and other foreign organizations with a
view to further developing its own approach.

Further information:

KOFF Anita Müller
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News from Swiss NGOs

1000 Women for the 2005 Nobel Peace Prize:
the 1000 Names to be announced on June 29
The 1000 women for the 2005 Nobel Peace Prize project is approaching its culmi-
nation. The 1000 women have been selected. The Norwegian Nobel Committee
has acknowledged receipt of the official candidature, which was signed by MP
Ruth-Gaby Vermot (President of the Association), MP Rosemarie Zapfl (Commit-
tee) and Federal Minister Micheline Calmy-Rey. The Zurich-based publishing house
KONTRAST will be publishing the book on the 1000 women. The 1000 texts and
quotations were written by journalists and writers from throughout the world, and
edited by 11 editors. The coordinators are now collecting photographs for the book
and the exhibition that is also planned. The book should be out in October 2005
and will be distributed internationally by the publisher Scalo. June 29, 2005 will be
a very special day for the project. At 10.00 local time on that day, the names of the
1000 women will be disclosed at press conferences being prepared across the
world by the coordinators. The press conference in Switzerland will be held at the
Kornhausforum in Berne. Some women peace activists will also be present along
with Ruth-Gaby Vermot. On October 14, the Nobel Committee will announce which
of the altogether 199 candidatures is being awarded this year’s prize. 05.26.05

Peace Promotion and Human Rights on
the Roof of the World: PBI Project in Nepal
Since 2002, Nepalese nongovernmental organizations have been repeatedly ap-
proaching Peace Brigades International (PBI) with requests for international pro-
tective accompaniment. The first requests came from the Advocacy Forum and
from the Nepal Bar Association. These two organizations provide legal assistance
to victims of human rights violations and must face hostility from both the army
and the Maoists. After two fact-finding missions to the country, PBI decided to
launch a project in February 2005. At the PBI General Meeting on April 30, experts
described the situation prevailing in the country.

Both the conflict as well as serious human rights violations were taking place
mainly in rural areas, as Martin Kaercher explained – having worked for several
years in the Nepalese capital Kathmandu as head of an environmental project run
by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). While the Maoist
rebels were in control of rural areas, the army controlled cities. Kaercher sees the
conflict as rooted in the policy of social exclusion deriving from the caste system,
in economic backwardness and in rampant corruption.

Siyvie Graenicher too, a member of the PBI fact-finding mission to Nepal, consi-
ders the economic and political urban-rural divide as critical for the new PBI pro-
ject. Since the Maoists can be expected to demand protection money in the wes-
tern part of the country, protective accompaniments are possible only in the capital
city for the time being, for instance during trials where victims are testifying.
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Yet another difficulty for the project is obtaining legal residence and work status.
This process can sometimes take years. As a consequence, PBI will first and fore-
most be forging and building up further contacts with local NGOs and government
offices. The first workshops on security are already scheduled for June 2005.

04.30.05

Different Requirements for Dealing with the Past in
Guatemala and South Africa
In May, Guatemalanetz Bern organized an event on the topic of dealing with the
past in Guatemala and South Africa. Attended by some 30 participants, the event
was intended to elucidate and compare the dealing with the past processes in
Guatemala and in South Africa. Special guests were Anika Oettler of the Institute
for Ibero-American Studies (Hamburg) and author of a thesis on the Guatemalan
Truth Commission, and Vreni Schneider, a theologian and South Africa expert. In
her lecture, Anika Oettler underlined that the work of the Guatemalan Truth Com-
mission had officially ended since 1999, but that hardly any of the recommenda-
tions it made at the time had actually been implemented so far. The main reason
for this was that Guatemala’s old elite was still in power, though another factor at
work was the complexity of the conflict, in which it was often difficult to distin-
guish between victims and perpetrators. In her lecture on the reconciliation pro-
cess in South Africa, Vreni Schneider said that there had been many positive aspects
to the process, but that it had also left many questions open. What was extremely
problematic today was that hardly any compensation payments had been made
and that the former perpetrators were still much better off, at least economically,
than the former victims, many of whom were still living in poverty and unemploy-
ment.

It was noted in the discussion that there were fundamental differences between
the processes in the two countries. The most important one is that in South Africa,
there had been a change of power at the start of the process and the new leader-
ship had been fully committed to dealing with the past; in Guatemala in contrast,
no real changeover of power had occurred, with the result that the process of
dealing with the past was receiving too little attention from the leadership.

05.25.05

Gareth Evans on the Legitimacy of
Humanitarian Interventions
At a conference organized by the Geneva Centre for Security Policy (GCSP) in May,
Gareth Evans, President of the International Crisis Group (ICG) and member of the
UN High-Level Panel, spoke on the topic of the legitimacy of so-called humanita-
rian interventions in cases of massive crimes by a State against its own people.
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Evans sees one of the main weaknesses of the UN system in its inability to interve-
ne quickly and effectively in response to crimes against humanity within the bor-
ders of a sovereign State. This was due to a lack of consensus on how, when and
under whose authority such interventions might be legitimate. One reason for this
was that considerable importance was still being ascribed to national sovereignty.
The international community was nevertheless attempting to draw up some basic
guidelines on humanitarian interventions.

Evans mentioned five criteria laid out by the International Commission on Inter-
vention and State Sovereignty (ICISS) to serve as yardsticks for the legitimacy of a
humanitarian intervention. The first criterion is substantiated evidence that the
State concerned was committing large scale atrocities. Second, legitimate inten-
tion of intervention; third, last resort of intervention; fourth, use of proportional
means; and fifth, reasonable chance of military success. It would no doubt still
take some time for the criteria to be transposed into a law, as some skepticism still
surrounded the concept. However, a momentum for the emergence of a new cus-
tomary international law exists, since the rule has been endorsed by the UN High-
Level Panel and the Secretary General. 05.18.05

Roma Media Workshop in Montenegro
At the end of April, medienhilfe held a four-day workshop for members of the
Roma Media Network „Rrommedia.net“. This has been the fourth such event sin-
ce the first Roma media workshop in 2003. Some 20 representatives of Roma
media took part in it. The network currently comprises over 20 electronic Roma
media as well as news agencies from 10 Middle Eastern and southern European
countries.

The central topic at the workshop was increased cooperation, as well as further
reinforcing the Network’s structures. The participants therefore worked out and
approved their Rules of Cooperation, a document that governs cooperation within
Rrommedia on a binding basis. With this document, which completes the pre-
existing ones such as the Mission Statement and the Code of Conduct, the net-
work has now clearly determined its structures.

The workshop also provided an opportunity for media workers to evaluate their
program sharing so far and to draw up action plans for the months ahead. Further,
they also discussed their continuing involvement in the framework of the Decade
of Roma Inclusion 2005-2015, a new international initiative at the highest political
level, which is expected to bring tangible improvements to the living conditions of
the Roma in the region. 05.03.05
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Forum on Peace Initiatives from Colombian Civil Society
In the presence of some 100 participants at the forum „Der Krieg bringt die Stim-
men zum Schweigen“ held on May 21 in Berne, representatives of Colombian and
Swiss civil society spoke out in favor of a political settlement of the armed conflict
in Colombia.

The forum was organized by the „Asociación Sol de America“, the „Asociación
Minka Alterlatina“ and the „Red Europea de Hermandad y Solidaridad con Colom-
bia“ and was able to welcome from Colombia Yolanda Becerra of the „Organiza-
ción Femenina Popular“ (OFP), the trade unionist Oscar Cañas, Ismael Uncacia
from the Association of indigenous councils and authorities of the Department of
Arauca, as well as the priest Jesús Flórez. They all stressed that Colombia’s pro-
blems could only be solved by recognizing the conflict, whose roots lie partly in still
unresolved social and political problems. They were critical of the militaristic na-
ture of the „democratic security policy“ of the Uribe Vélez Government and under-
lined that peace could only be achieved through processes that guaranteed the
active participation of hitherto excluded sectors of Colombian society.

Bruno Ruetsche of the Switzerland – Colombia Working Group underscored the
futility of the war for achieving societal change toward greater social justice and
Hans Schäppi of Solifonds reported on strong ties of mutual solidarity between
Swiss and Colombian unions.

Representing the Political Division IV (PD IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign
Affairs (DFA), Janine Voigt affirmed the Confederation’s willingness to become
engaged in a peace process.

In conclusion, Yolanda Becerra expressed the hope that this forum would be the
first step in a process that would secure a hearing for those voices that the war
had silenced. She also wished that there would be support for the upcoming „Con-
sulta Popular“ (a kind of referendum) on the political settlement of the conflict.

05.21.05
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Asociaciòn Sol de America

Felipe Polania

http://www.ofp.org.co/
http://www.solifonds.ch/
http://www.kolumbien-aktuell.ch/
http://www.kolumbien-aktuell.ch/
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/e/home/foreign/humsec/Public/fokolu.ContentPar.0002.UpFile.tmp/dc_040201_focus9_e.pdf
mailto:gruasuiza@gmx.net
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Conflict Prevention

and Transformation

Section of the SDC

Collaborative for

Development Action

(CDA)

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks

Further information:

SDC Larissa Mettler

News from Swiss Government Agencies

SDC „Do No Harm Talks“
Organized by the Conflict Prevention and Transformation Section (COPRET) of the
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), the Do No Harm Talks were
held for the third time on May 18 and 19, 2005 in Berne. Marshall Wallace and Luc
Zandvliet, both of the Collaborative for Development Action (CDA), held talks on
West Africa, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Georgia, South America, Bhutan and Nepal with
people involved in development aid and humanitarian assistance. As in previous
Do No Harm Talks, the deliberations focused on integrating the Do No Harm ap-
proach into operational activities as well as conflict sensitivity in the planning,
implementation and evaluation of projects and programs. Luc Zandvliet, Director
of the CDA’s Corporate Engagement Project, also gave a presentation on „Do No
Harm and the Collaboration with the Private Sector“.

CDA is now focusing its Do No Harm work on four priority countries, namely Sri
Lanka, Sudan, Afghanistan and Nepal. This focus comes at the request of suppor-
ting government agencies and non-governmental organizations. Missions are re-
gularly organized in these four countries, among other things with a view to pro-
moting international harmonization. 05.19.05

House of Nationalities: Forum for
Traditional Leaders in South Sudan
The signing of the North-South peace agreement in Sudan in January 2005 is brin-
ging not only new opportunities but also new challenges for Southern Sudan. One
of those challenges is being able to regard the immense cultural and ethnic diver-
sity in the south as an opportunity rather than a threat to the shaping of a southern
Sudanese identity.

The social fabric of South Sudan is composed of over 60 different nationalities, and
unless this diversity is taken into account and given institutional protection, the
danger of fresh conflict between southern Sudanese will be considerable.

Sudan’s weak modern institutions were almost completely destroyed by the war.
Traditional institutions too suffered extensive disruption, but they continue to play
an important role in the society. The greatest possible use should therefore be
made of what remains of the old structures in rebuilding and stabilizing Southern
Sudan. The House of Nationalities project is supported by the Political Division of
the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and is also working to that end. It
is endeavoring to create a forum for representatives of all ethnic groups in Southern
Sudan in which they can meet regularly to hold discussions. It should also help to
strengthen traditional structures and leaders, who are still playing an important
role in the people’s day-to-day social and political life. To help clarify just how the
forum will be structured in concrete terms and the role it is to play, the Political
Division organized a conference in April in Neuenburg under the theme „Modern
Government and Traditional Structures. An Open Consultation on Present Challen-
ges in the South Sudan“.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House of Nationalities

Gurtong Peace Project

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks

http://www.deza.admin.ch/organisation_detail.php?userhash=27301368&lID=1&navID=233
http://www.deza.admin.ch/organisation_detail.php?userhash=27301368&lID=1&navID=233
http://www.deza.admin.ch/organisation_detail.php?userhash=27301368&lID=1&navID=233
http://www.cdainc.com
mailto:larissa.mettler@deza.admin.ch
http://www.houseofnationalities.org
http://www.gurtong.org/
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Berghof-Center

Conciliation Resources

EPLO

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

FriEnt

GTZ

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

Responding to Conflict

UNIFEM

Berghof-Center
Three new articles on current developments in Peace and Conflict Impact Assess-
ment (PCIA) are now available at the Berghof Handbook for Conflict Transformati-
on website.

Conciliation Resources
In mid-June, Conciliation Resources’ Accord Program will be releasing its new publi-
cation „Choosing to Engage: Armed Groups and Peace Processes“. The book will
be presented on June 9, 2005 in New York at an event being staged by the Swiss
UN Delegation. For further information on the project: www.c-r.org/accord/ansa/
index.shtml.

FriEnt
FriEnt has published the documents on the FriEnt technical discussions on „Demo-
bilisation, Reintegration and Impunity in Colombia – Opportunities and Risks for
External Players“.

GTZ
The „Crisis Prevention and Conflict Transformation“ and „Security Sector Re-
form“ consultancy projects report by means of fortnightly press monitorings on
current developments related to conflict dynamics, security trends and the pros-
pects for peace in Aceh/Indonesia.

Many eminent persons from political life and research circles in Ghana, South
Africa, Kenya, Sudan, Oman, USA and Europe, as well as traditional leaders from
Botswana and Sudan were present. Together they approved conclusions setting
out the precise political and cultural significance of the forum and the purposes it
is expected to serve. The conclusions and other conference documents can be down-
loaded from http://www.houseofnationalities.org. 05.02.05

DFA Report on Civil Conflict Transformation and Human
Rights Promotion Activities
The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) has published the „2004 Report
on Civil Conflict Transformation and Human Rights Promotion Activities“. The re-
port sets out and describes all DFA activities in civil conflict transformation and
human rights promotion that were developed in 2004. 05.18.05

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

DFA Salman Bal

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DFA Report

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks

Further information:

DFA Stephan Husy

International Partner Organizations

In this section, KOFF is

reporting on news from

ten international partner

organisations.

http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.gtz.de/de/themen/uebergreifende-themen/krisenpraevention/898.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.respond.org/
http://www.unifem.org/
http://www.berghof-handbook.net/pcia_newtrends.htm
http://www.berghof-handbook.net/pcia_newtrends.htm
http://www.c-r.org/accord/ansa/index.shtml
http://www.c-r.org/accord/ansa/index.shtml
http://www.frient.de/downloads/Kolumbien_Dokumentation_Final.pdf
http://www.gtz.de/de/themen/uebergreifende-themen/krisenpraevention/6664.htm
mailto:salman.bal@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/foreign/humsec/news.ContentPar.0002.UpFile.tmp/Version_Medien_deutsch.pdf
mailto:Stephan.Husy@eda.admin.ch
http://www.houseofnationalities.org
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On June 3, mission 21 and the Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies on Women and
Gender at the University of Berne will be jointly staging an event in Berne on
violence against women by the Japanese army during the Second World War.

The workshop on „Mainstreaming Do no Harm – Challenges, Problems, Lessons
Learned“ will be held at KOFF on June 6.

A workshop will be held from June 6 to 8 at the University of Berne on „Women,
Peace and Security – A Critical Reflection“.

To mark the passage through Switzerland of the „Marche mondiale des fem-
mes“ from June 10 to 14, the cfd’s Office for Feminist Peace Action will be
holding a series of events on June 10 and 11.

The third KOFF Gender Roundtable for this year will take place on June 16. The
roundtable topic: „10 Years Beijing & 5 Years UNSCR 1325: Progress and Remai-
ning Challenges for Switzerland“.

The Swiss Section of the International Commission of Jurists will be organizing
an experts meeting on June 30 in Berne to discuss „Human rights in Countries
with ‚Fragile Statehood’ – Promoting Human Rights through Transnational En-
terprises“.

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo There are still some places available for the KOFF training courses on Do No
Harm (August 29/30) and „How to Deal with Gender-based Violence and Trau-
ma in Humanitarian Aid“ (September 21). Further information and registration:
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/trainings.pdf

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cope, the GTZ psychological staff counseling service for crisis and conflict ma-
nagement, will be holding a seminar from July 18 to 20 on the topic „Lösungs-
wege für Stress- und Krisenzeiten – Eine innere Friedensarbeit“. It will be orga-
nizing a Security Awareness training course from July 26 to 28 on the recognition
and avoidance of potentially dangerous situations. For information and registra-
tion for both courses:     seminarorganisation@gtz.de.

InWEnt will again be running the basic course on crisis prevention and peace-
building from July 4 to 8, 2005 at the „Vorbereitungsstätte für Entwicklungszu-
sammenarbeit“ (V-EZ) in Bad Honnef, Germany. To register, please contact Rena-
te Siebert.

Plattform Zivile Konfliktbearbeitung
The first Hammelburg Conference on the topic „Politik und Konfliktprävention am
Beispiel Afghanistans und des Kosovo“ will be held on July 15-17, 2005 in Ham-
melburg. To register, please contact Bettina Bischof.

Events

This section lists several

events on the KOFF calen-

dar and on those of KOFF

member organizations.

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/mission_21.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/koff_workshop.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/workshop_wps.pdf
http://www.marche-mondiale.ch/
http://www.marche-mondiale.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/aktuell3.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/Gender_050616.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/trainings.pdf
mailto:seminarorganisation@gtz.de
mailto:renate.siebert@inwent.org
mailto:renate.siebert@inwent.org
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/hammelburg.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/hammelburg_anmeld.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/Juristen.pdf
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To order, please send a

self-addressed C5

envelope to:

Schweizerischer Katholi-

scher Frauenbund (SKF)

P.O. Box 7854,

6000 Lucerne 7

Not-for-profit Providers of Basic and Advanced
Training in Nonviolent Conflict Transformation
As part of the Ecumenical Decade to Overcome Violence (2001-2010), the joint
Working Group on Peace-building of the Swiss Federation of Protestant Women
(EFS) and the Swiss Alliance of Catholic Women (SKF) have drawn up a directory of
10 not-for-profit organizations and institutions active in Switzerland, which are
imparting skills in nonviolent approaches to conflicts. The listing for each organiza-
tion shows its full address, its priority work areas and its core target groups (young
people, women, groups, etc). The list has been prepared in German and French.
Single copies can be obtained from SKF and EFS free of cost, while larger numbers
are obtainable against a contribution to expenses.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On July 2/3 and July 9/10 the Swiss Peace Council (SFR) will be organizing a
Peace Pilgrims’ Hike in the „Dreiländereck“ on the Bodensee. The SFR will also
be organizing a Peace seminar on August 5-7 in Trogen on the topic „Peace
Perspectives 1945 – 1989 – Twenty-first Century. Review and Outlook“.

Publications

Other pointers to events

and trainings are available

through the Infomarket.

http://www.friedensrat.ch/jubiprog.html
http://www.friedensrat.ch/images/friedensseminar.prog.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp


Humanitarian Practice Network
The Humanitarian Practice Network (HPN) is an independent forum that enables
institutions and individuals involved in humanitarian action to share information
and experiences. HPN aims to assemble the „lessons learned“ from humanitarian
aid work and to make them available to a wide-ranging group of players from
national and international nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), relief agen-
cies and government agencies, for the purposes of shared learning.

The website has a search engine for accessing current information on a range of
regions and topics. In addition there are annotated links to important documents,
government bodies, NGOs and other institutions that are engaged in humanitarian
action. HPN also publishes the „Humanitarian Exchange“ magazine three times
per year, the so-called „Network Papers“ (four issues per year), which focus in-
depth on a specific humanitarian aid topic, and the „Good Practice Reviews“,
published sporadically and covering a specific subject. All these publications can
be downloaded from the website as PDF documents.

HPN is operated by the Humanitarian Policy Group, which is part of the British
Overseas Development Institute (ODI). HPN is sponsored by government agencies
and NGOs from various countries and by the UN.
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Humanitarian Practice

Network
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