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Further information:

Propaz Tildy Hanhart
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Propaz

SERAPAZ

UN-report :

„Diagnóstico sobre la

situación de los

Derechos Humanos en

México“

Further information:

KOFF Esther Marthaler

KOFF-website on

Indonesia

Indonesia roundtable on the Swiss commitment in Aceh
The moderator of the third KOFF roundtable on Indonesia this year was Sue Wil-
liams, consultant and long-standing expert in conflict transformation. There was
an intense debate on the connection between the context of conflict in Aceh and
Swiss programs for reconstruction and peace-building. Sue Williams drew particu-
lar attention to the „key driving factors“ in conflicts.

Working in groups, the participants started by applying a range of analytical tools
to the conflict in Aceh. In a second stage the outcomes were used to identify areas
and players in or with which the projects operate and how the circumstances inter-
act with the conflict. Sue Williams introduced yet another instrument in that re-
gard. A grid was used to illustrate how different projects and organizations com-
plement one another in dealing with a specific field of work. It was again underlined
that in a context of conflict, projects can succeed only when the relevant problems
and driving factors are tackled. But this is a task that no single organization can
manage alone. 06.09.05

Roundtable on the human rights dialogue in Mexico
At the initiative of Propaz an extraordinary roundtable was held on September 20
at KOFF to explore the human rights dialogue in Mexico. The speakers were Miguel
Álvarez (Director of Servicio y Asesoria para La Paz/Serapaz), Mô Bleeker ( Political
Division IV of the Swiss Foreign Ministry), Tildy Hanhart (Propaz) and Adrien-Clau-
de Zoller (Geneva for Human Rights).

Miguel Álvarez reported on the situation in Mexico, briefly describing the continu-
ing conflict in Chiapas. He called it a low-intensity conflict with social and structu-
ral roots. The EZLN (Ejército Zapatista de Liberación Nacional) attempted through
this conflict to launch a national grassroots movement to secure rights of the indi-
genous population. Speaking generally, Álvarez said that there were varying as-
sessments of the democratization process in Mexico. Some parties were claiming
that nothing had changed, whereas others thought that the process was already
over. As things stood, it was important not to allow the various discussions on
human rights, democratization and peace building in Mexico to disappear from
the public debate.

The other speakers also briefly discussed the work of external players, for instance,
the role of the UN High Commission on Human Rights, which in 2003 published an
outstanding report on the human rights situation in the country. The report did
make human rights into a national topic. There is now a working group based on
equal representation developing a national human rights policy. Switzerland (PD
IV Program) supports this working groups while Geneva for Human Rights accom-
panies the process. 20.09.05

mailto:Hanhart@heks.ch
http://www.serapaz.org.mx/
http://www.cinu.org.mx/prensa/especiales/2003/dh_2003/index.htm
http://www.cinu.org.mx/prensa/especiales/2003/dh_2003/index.htm
http://www.cinu.org.mx/prensa/especiales/2003/dh_2003/index.htm
mailto:esther.marthaler@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_indonesia.htm
http://www.heks.ch/data/pdf/850-316.pdf
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KOFF-website

on „Gender &

Disaster Relief“

KOFF-website on:

Sri Lanka

Actors in Sri Lanka

Peacebuilding & IC

Tools and Approaches

Training on gender-specific violence and trauma
in humanitarian assistance
The last course in the KOFF training program for this year took place in mid-Sep-
tember on „How to deal with gender-based violence and trauma in humanitarian
aid“. It was led by Karin Griese from the medica mondiale women’s organization
in Germany.

The participants were familiarized with the theoretical bases of sexualized vio-
lence and trauma, borne out by concrete cases from Albania, Kosovo and Afgha-
nistan. The therapeutic and policy work of medica mondiale was also explained in
some detail in that connection. Working in groups, the participants described their
own experiences with primary trauma from several crisis regions and discussed
possible protective mechanisms against secondary trauma at organization and
individual levels. 21.09.05

New KOFF web pages on „Who is who in Sri Lanka“
KOFF has posted to its website a revised, downloadable compilation of Swiss players
in Sri Lanka. It is a user-friendly document listing some 30 governmental and non-
governmental organizations, scientific institutions and experts. It provides infor-
mation on programs and projects, the most important topics and „lessons lear-
ned“ as well as on medium-term planning and current challenges facing the various
players. 16.09.05

KOFF has also updated its websites on „Peacebuilding & International Co-
operation“ and „Tools and Conflict Sensitive Approaches to Development“.

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann

and medica mondiale

Karin Griese

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Focus

LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks Land conflicts as a challenge for development cooperation
and peace-building.
Development cooperation very often specifically targets problems rela-
ting to the use of natural resources, or takes place amidst tensions over
access to and distribution of natural resources. At the same time, players
increasingly need to act in a conflict-sensitive manner and to foster peace.
Action guidelines on the sharing of expertise and experiences are there-
fore essential. It was against this backdrop that an event was held at swiss-
peace in August under the theme „Land Conflicts as a Challenge for Deve-
lopment Cooperation and Peace-building: Experiences and Strategies“, in
order to present and discuss strategies and experiences. The workshop
was jointly run by KOFF and the National Centres of Competence in Re-
search (NCCR N-S).

swisspeace-workshop:

Case study 1:

Wenk, Irina: „Titling

Indigenous Territories

As Means For Addres-

sing Land Conflicts And

Tenure Insecurity“

mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.ch
mailto:kgriese@medicamondiale.org
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_srilanka.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/countries/organisationenSriLanka.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_peacebuilding.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_tools.htm
http://www.nccr-north-south.unibe.ch/publications/Infosystem/On-line%20Dokumente/Upload/KOFF-NCCR%20Irina%20Wenk_Website.pdf
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The range of natural resources at the center of disputes over access and use is
considerable. To conduct any meaningful discussion therefore, the topic must first
be properly circumscribed. The KOFF/NCCR workshop focused on two examples of
conflicts over land and land use in the Philippines and in Mali. These are two typical
cases of land conflicts, in other words, between indigenous people and settlers
(example of Mindanao, Philippines) and between nomads and sedentary farmers
(example of Mali).

Land titling in Mindanao — different levels of conflict in Mali

Both case studies focused on challenges and possible ways of transforming land
conflicts and clearly revealed that conflicts over resources occur in complex cir-
cumstances. In Mindanao, land titling is intended to improve the situation of the
disadvantaged indigenous population vis-à-vis settlers. This involves reinforcing
the land rights of the indigenous population by issuing them with legally recogni-
zed land titles. Yet this procedure is not in itself conflict-sensitive as it could poten-
tially worsen the conflicts of interests between indigenous people and settlers.
New disputes arise for example within the indigenous population when different
groups find themselves in greater competition as a result of land titling. Outside
players can also use land titling to serve their interests and thereby compound
conflicts. This is possible, for example, when governments or national and interna-
tional economic players such as lumbering or mining companies encourage indige-
nous groups to enforce their historical rights of use, or prevent them from doing so.

The example of the land conflict in Mali is a good illustration of the problem of the
different levels of conflict and intervention. Conflict-sensitive work — using the
do no harm approach, for instance — can succeed at the local level, whereas its
effect is limited or non-existent at the macro level. Yet land conflicts are largely
conditioned by factors and dynamics at national or even international levels. This
poses some problems with respect to the development cooperation goal of acting
in a conflict-sensitive manner or even exerting a transformative influence. The Mali
example shows that other problems arise when land conflicts are caused by fun-
damental changes to production structures. Such changes are frequently induced
by economic, environmental and social processes that are in turn part of regional
or global contexts. Land degradation or income diversification, for example, can
destroy traditional production structures and role distributions between farmers
and nomads. The two groups are then no longer mutually dependent, and compe-
tition intensifies between them. This destroys the established social structures for
peaceful coexistence. The question arises as to whether development cooperation
can at all impact such development and the approach it should follow.

Individual cases and generalizations

Every individual resource conflict is specific and can only be understood and dealt
with in its particular context. At the same time, however, some generalizations
need to be formulated going beyond individual cases, and as tools for develop-
ment cooperation work. The swisspeace event identified and discussed the fol-
lowing general insights:

A clear determination must be made of the various levels of intervention in a
conflict, and of one’s own possibilities and starting positions.

Potential solutions at the local level may be ineffectual in the broader context.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

swisspeace-workshop:

Case study 2:

Beeler, Sabrina:

„Relations between

farmers and herders in

the Northwest of Mali:

Possible conflict transfor-

mation strategies for

development actors“

swisspeace-workshop:

Hagmann, Tobias:

„The link between

conflict & land manage-

ment: a critique of

approaches in develop-

ment cooperation“

FAO Land Tenure Series

IIED Drylands, Land

Tenure, Land Policy

Land Tenure Center

(U Wisconsin)

ODI Natural Resource

Perspectives

http://www.nccr-north-south.unibe.ch/publications/Infosystem/On-line%20Dokumente/Upload/KOFF-NCCR%20Sabrina%20Beeler_Website.pdf
http://www.nccr-north-south.unibe.ch/publications/Infosystem/On-line%20Dokumente/Upload/KOFF-NCCR%20Toby%20Hagmann(1).ppt
http://www.fao.org/sd/ltdirect/ltstudies_en.htm
http://www.iied.org
http://www.iied.org
http://www.ies.wisc.edu/ltc/
http://www.odi.org.uk/nrp/index.html
http://www.odi.org.uk/nrp/index.html
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News from Swiss NGOs
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catholic Lenten Fund and Caritas peace program in Guatemala
Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund and Caritas remain committed to a common peace
program in Guatemala. At the end of August, however, Political Department IV of
the Swiss Foreign Minstry (DFA) and HEKS withdrew from the program jointly laun-
ched in the autumn of 2003. Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund and Caritas will use their
„Programa de Paz Ixil“ to continue to support projects on dealing with the past

Further information:

KOFF Steffen Rottler

Motivated by their basic stances, for example by opting for the poor and their
perception of the conflict, non-governmental organizations often take sides in
resource conflicts. Their action is not automatically conflict-sensitive. The ques-
tion arises as to the normative attitude of organizations and the careful choice of
local partner organizations.

Detailed knowledge of context, above all at the local level, is essential. Strengthe-
ning existing local conflict resolution mechanisms and encouraging local peace
initiatives are crucial contributions to conflict transformation.

Instruments and approaches must be closely fine-tuned to the particular situation
and reflect the real circumstances — for example the demographic situation, or
the traditional land use model — and must be in the hands of the local people.

Land management and conflict transformation — recommendations

The third part of the workshop looked at the systematic interlinking of land and
conflict management in the context of development cooperation. Resource ma-
nagement as part of rural development has long been a core area of development
cooperation. Dealing with local land conflicts, however, is a relatively new topic for
development cooperation players. In practice, conflicts are often viewed nowadays
either from the standpoint of resources or from that of peace policy. Yet each of
these approaches by itself makes allowance for the complexity of land conflicts
only to a limited degree. This means that the lessons so far learned are more gene-
ral in nature and of limited utility for concrete action.

The question of appropriate transformation strategies for resource conflicts em-
bracing the two perspectives must also take account of the main approaches to
resource management that have been in use in development cooperation since the
1990s. These include community-based natural resource management, decentrali-
zing state institutions as well as restoring and institutionalizing traditional land
rights and land management procedures.  In recent times however, development
research has been critical of these approaches and has pointed up their weaknes-
ses –  including the wholesale transfer of western conflict resolution concepts and
prescriptions, as well as a certain idealization of land management by non-govern-
mental players. Some recommendations for development cooperation players can
be derived from the current discussions on land conflicts. The most important inclu-
de the mainstreaming of conflict analysis in rural development projects, building
local conflict transformation capacities, as well as combining various interventions
focusing both on the parties to the conflict, and on strengthening local institutions
and the sustainable use of natural resources.

mailto:steffen.rottler@swisspeace.ch
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and the legal clarification of human rights violations that occurred during the civil
war. The program focuses on the Ixil region, an area in Quiché that suffered parti-
cularly from repression and violence during the war and where the population is
predominantly indigenous. The peace program aims first and foremost to train
lawyers who would then inform people in their communities about securing jus-
tice at law and also accompany them in so doing. Special emphasis will be on
helping women, as they have limited access to the law. The program also finances
the exhumation of victims of the war. This activity is embedded in dealing with the
past processes involving the families and communities concerned. 13.09.05

New topics and regions for „medienhilfe“
The Swiss non-governmental organisation „medienhilfe“ wishes to flesh out its
work in the years ahead with new topics, and to expand into new regions such as
the Middle East, the Caucasus and Central Asia. A medium-term strategy was
approved at an extraordinary members’ meeting, outlining three further crucial
points: „medienhilfe“ is now in the process of registration in the European Union
(EU) in order to gain access to EU projects. Second, strategic partnerships are to be
forged with other organisations involved in media development, for example with
the Media Diversity Institute. Lastly a pool of international experts was created,
and they are to be brought into the work of the organisation. This database alrea-
dy contains more than 30 experts from Switzerland and abroad, and indicates
their specific fields and areas of geographical expertise. A list of the experts can be
consulted on the „medienhilfe“ website. 29.08.05

APRED: cooperating with NGOs in Japan
Together with Japanese peace NGOs, the Association for the Promotion, Respect
and Study of Demilitarisation and Non-militarisation (APRED) organized a cycle of
events this summer in Japan comprising two major conferences and four smaller
workshops. The two conferences were an occasion for networking and the sharing
of experiences between countries and regions that have no army. The workshops
focused on political possibilities for further building up peace strategies.

The Japanese peace organizations are keen to see Article 9 of Japan’s Constitution
effectively applied. It provides that Japan renounces warfare and maintains no
armed fighting forces. The fact is that Japan does have a strong army. In their work
the NGOs draw mainly on Article 59 of the First Protocol to the Geneva Convention
on the protection of demilitarized zones. APRED will be continuing to observe the
political process in Japan. 01.09.05

Further information:

Catholic Lenten Fund

Daniel Hostettler
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medienhilfe
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APRED

Geneva Convention

Further information:

medienhilfe

Roland Brunner

Further information:

APRED

Christophe Barbey

mailto:hostettler@fastenopfer.ch
http://www.icrc.org/Web/Eng/siteeng0.nsf/html/genevaconventions
http://www.medienhilfe.ch
mailto:rbr@medienhilfe.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/
mailto:info@demilitarisation.org
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HEKS launches Bosnia repatriation project
Since last July HEKS and the Canton of Vaud have been jointly overseeing a project
for easing the return of Bosnian refugees to Drinatal in eastern Bosnia. The project
is intended to foster community coexistence, build dwellings and create the condi-
tions to ensure a decent livelihood. It also provides returnees with psychosocial
support. 14.09.05

Intercooperation study on strategies for local good
governance in Bosnia and Herzegowina
The decentralization process and the strategies for local governance in Bosnia and
Herzegovina lack an overview and a coherent policy. Local responsibility and ow-
nership are also missing – which is not unrelated to the fact that Bosnia and Her-
zegovina are still under the supervision of the international community. This was
the conclusion reached by the study „Development Strategy of Local Governance
in BiH“, presented at the end of August at an Intercooperation event in Berne.

The study forms part of Intercooperation’s Municipal Development Project (MDP),
and develops concrete proposals regarding a uniform strategy for local governance
and decentralization in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Underlying the study is an initia-
tive by the most important local and national representatives from politics, acade-
mia and non-governmental organizations. The NGOs are also directing the study.

At the Berne event, the study’s authors put forward the first strategic proposals also
containing concrete policy guideline changes. Participating in the follow-up discus-
sion were representatives of several Swiss organizations, SDC staff members, other
experts as well as representatives of another Intercooperation community-building
project in Serbia. It emerged clearly just how important it is to emphasize local
responsibility for the purposes of supporting long-term and sustainable processes.

30.08.05

Caritas „do no harm“ workshop in Nairobi
Caritas Switzerland is now incorporating the conflict-sensitive approach in all its
programs. In that connection it ran a do no harm course in Nairobi together with
its partner organzations and the staff of the Caritas regional office in the Horn of
Africa. The course enabled partner organizations from Somaliland, Ethiopia, Ugan-
da and Southern Sudan to recount their various experiences of conflict, and to start
a dialogue on programs in conflict situations. After discussing the theory of „do no
harm“ as a tool, the participants analyzed local conflict settings in country groups
and reviewed the effectiveness of the corresponding projects.

The Caritas Nairobi regional offices will be continuing to mainstream the „do no
harm“ framework and will support implementation in some projects, by means of
monitoring through local consultants. The Caritas workshop in Nairobi was held in
cooperation with the Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF). 14.09.05

Further information:

HEKS Petra Ivanov

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks

HEKS

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

Intercooperation Pascal

Arnold and MDP Doboj
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Intercooperation
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Caritas

KOFF-website

on „Do no Harm“

Further information:

Caritas Sonja Bachmann

mailto:regula.gattiker@swisspeace.unibe.ch
Ivanov@heks.ch
mailto:parnold@intercooperation.ch
mailto:parnold@intercooperation.ch
mailto:mdp@doboj.net
http://www.intercooperation.ch
mailto:sbachmann@caritas.ch
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_tools_DoNoHarm.htm
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LIPS

Further information:

KOFF Tobias Stöckli
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Women for Peace,

Switzerland

LIPS Conference in Lucerne
A hundred years after the 1905 international peace congress in Lucerne, a comme-
morative conference was held on September 22 and 23, again in Lucerne, under
the theme „visions of peace and security“. The Conference was staged by the
Lucerne Initiative for Peace and Security (LIPS), an association founded in 2003 to
serve the peace dialogue as a working and communication platform.

About 200 people attended the opening event, where several speakers dealt with
contemporary peace issues from various perspectives. Urs Ziswiler, Head of the
Political Dision of the DFA, outlined Swiss peace policy priorities. Journalist Ulrich
Tilgner took a somewhat pessimistic view of peace prospects in the Middle East.

Workshops were held on the second day of the conference on a range of current
peace policy issues, including the role of the military, media and private sector. The
discussion also ranged over historical aspects of peace initiatives, gender relations
in militarization and peace processes, as well as peace education today. A KOFF/
swisspeace workshop explored how to deal with traumatic experiences in reconci-
liation processes. The workshop participants examined both the individual and
social impacts of traumatic experiences and coming to grips with them at those
levels. 23.09.05

Women for Peace, Switzerland: Palestine–Israel Conference
Women for Peace, Switzerland, supported by numerous womens, peace and hu-
man rights organisations, held a well attended conference in Berne under the motto
„shared hope is double hope“. It was an opportunity to present cross-border pro-
jects in the Middle East, most of them initiated and sponsored by women.

The participants raised the question as to how day-to-day living conditions can be
improved for the civilian population. The discussion ranged over common security,
healthcare and water. The conversation between Molly Malekar (Israel) and Viola
Raheb (Palestine and Vienna) occupied a central place. Maya Hess, a medical doc-
tor, gave an account of cross-border trauma management activities in Gaza. The
Geneva International Peace Research Institute (GIPRI) is working on a joint water
project. A call was made for Switzerland to step up its efforts to bring about better
living conditions on the political and economic levels.

In exploring the outlook for peace, there were many commonalities between the
demands formulated by Mary Malekar and Viola Raheb. Amongst other things
both women favored the creation of two States with Jerusalem as the capital of
Israel and Palestine, dismantling the settlements on the West Bank, recognition of
the rights of Palestinian refugees and a pragmatic approach to the fair distribution
of water resources. Both speakers considered it important for the people to ask
critical questions about Government actions and to play a constructive part in the
conflict. The possibility of supraregional cooperation was also discussed.

24.09.05

Further information:

Women for Peace
Ursula Nakamura-
Stoecklin

http://lips-org.ch/
mailto:zivi2@swisspeace.ch
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
mailto:ursula.nakamura@bluewin.ch
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News from Swiss Government Agencies

PD IV annual conference on peace-building and human
rights in South Eastern Europe
The annual conference of Political Division IV (PD IV) „Human Security“ of the
Swiss Foreign Ministry (DFA) was held on September 1 attended by some 270
people. In his opening address, State Secretary Michael Ambühl said that Kosovo
represented the most protracted and complex problem in the series of ethnic con-
flicts following the breakup of Yugoslavia. Ambühl reaffirmed the Swiss position
taken before the UN Security Council in late May. Switzerland advocates formal
independence of the region, which under international law belongs to Serbia and
Montenegro but is being administrated by the United Nations. He stressed, how-
ever, that the interests of all parties were being borne in mind, and expressed
support for a dialogue-based solution.

Guest speaker at the Conference was Carla del Ponte, Chief Prosecutor of the
International Criminal Court for the former Yugoslavia. She said that the war crimi-
nals on one side were actually heroes on the other, and that there could be no
reconciliation without the confession of atrocities. The international community
had contributed meaningfully to peace building and dealing with the past, and it
was now time for the local authorities to act. They needed to grasp that the pros-
pects for the talks to begin in October on rapprochement with the European Union
(EU) will be undermined if high-level war criminals still remain at large. Del Ponte
expressed the hope that the desire of South Eastern European countries for EU
membership will also strengthen their desire for justice and reconciliation.

Afternoon workshops were held on transitional justice, ownership rights and re-
patriation as well as trafficking in human beings in Bosnia and Herzegovina. All
three workshops brought out the importance of topic-specific exchanges amongst
various players, and of common strategies.

PD IV is implementing one of its largest civil peace-building programs in South
Eastern Europe. Its priorities are the easing of political dialogue, transitional jus-
tice and dealing with the past, as well as promoting private, independent media.

01.09.05

Conference in Stockholm: „Building Partnerships for
Promoting Gender Justice in Post-Conflict Societies“
Justice for women during and after conflicts was the topic of a conference held in
late August in Stockholm. The participants included senior representatives of the
UN, women Ministers from South Africa, Haiti, Liberia and Afghanistan, govern-
ment representatives – male and female – as well as selected peace women. They
discussed possible ways of implementing the recommendations approved in re-
cent years by the partly Swiss-funded conference on „Gender Justice“ in New
York. The participants described the ongoing UN reforms as an opportunity to ad-
vance the involvement of women in peace-building at the institutional level. They
specifically underlined the importance of taking gender-concerns on board in good
time - as early as the planning stage of peace missions.
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Further information

and final report

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PD IV-website

on Gender

Conference

on Gender Justice

in New York

Women Defending

Peace Coalition
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http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/e/home/foreign/humsec/prediv.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/foreign/humsec/gender.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info_d.asp?article=589
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info_d.asp?article=589
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info_d.asp?article=630
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In this section, KOFF is

reporting on news from

ten international partner

organizations.

 Conciliation Resources
A group of British members of Parliament are visiting northern Uganda from 5-
10 October as part of the work by the Northern Uganda Advocacy Partnership
for Peace (NUAPP) to improve understanding about the conflict there and try to
influence British government policy and practice. NUAPP consists of Conci-
liation Resources, Christian Aid, World Vision, Quaker Peace & Social Witness,
Tearfund and Church Mission Society. Contact: uganda@c-r.org.

Conciliation Resources’ latest Accord publication „Choosing to engage: armed
groups and peace processes“ is now available in  Spanish, along with a Colom-
bian educational kit examining the role of civil society in peace-building. Also
available online is a new literacy kit on the Bougainville peace process. The kit
was developed in „tok pisin“ (one of Papua New Guinea’s most widely-used lan-
guages) by literacy workers connected with the Bougainville Inter-Church Women’s
Forum.

EPLO
The European Commission published a memorandum on how the EU engages
in peace-building activities around the world. The memo focuses among other
things on EU efforts in the fields of rule of law, human rights, democratisation,
disarmament, and on various examples from the different world regions where
the EU is engaged.

EPLO advises that the final outcome of the UN World Summit – including the
decision on the new UN Peacebuilding Commission – is now available.

The European Commission adopted its conclusions to the peace process and
post-tsunami reconstruction in Aceh.

FriEnt
A new FriEnt website has been up and running since the end of September.

International Partner Organizations

Berghof-Center

Conciliation Resources

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

(ECCP)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

Responding to Conflict

Securing Peace in Crisis

Environments

(SPICE/gtz)

UNIFEM

InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

As the chairs of the newly created network „Partners for Gender Justice“, Sweden
and South Africa will be promoting the theme of „Gender Justice“ in the interna-
tional arena. They will be supported by the „Women Defending Peace Coalition“,
created last year in Geneva.

Sweden was responsible for organizing the Stockholm Conference, whilst the con-
tent was set by UNIFEM and ILAC (International Legal Assistance Consortium). The
next meeting will probably take place at the Alexandria Library in Egypt, which
now houses the Anna Lindh Foundation for the Dialogue of Cultures. 26.08.05

Further information:

PD IV Valerie Nadrai

http://www.c-r.org/accord/boug
http://europa.eu.int/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/05/313&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.un.org/summit2005/documents.html
http://www.europa.eu.int/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/05/310&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.respond.org/
http://www2.gtz.de/spice/
http://www.unifem.org/
mailto:valerie.nadrai@eda.admin.ch
mailto:uganda@c-r.org
http://www.c-r.org/accord/engage/index.shtml
http://www.c-r.org/accord/col/index.shtml
http://www.c-r.org/accord/col/index.shtml
http://www.frient.de
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo
A Sudan roundtable will be held at KOFF on October 5.

Political Department IV of the Swiss Foreign Ministry (DFA), the Center for Tran-
sitional Justice and KOFF will be jointly running a  workshop from October 24 to
25 in Neuchâtel on Dealing with the Past and Transitional Justice.

The cfd will be staging a series of events from October 24 to 29 in Lausanne,
Berne, Zurich and St. Gallen under the heading „’Il y aura des changements...’
Women’s rights in Morocco and Algeria“.

PBI Switzerland will be organizing an orientation weekend on October 28-30
in Solothurn to prepare candidates for assignment abroad or support work in
Switzerland.

The swisspeace annual conference 2005 will be discussing the conflict in Chech-
nya and what external players like Switzerland can contribute toward a settle-
ment. The Conference will be held on November 8 in Berne under the theme
„Searching for Peace in Chechnya – Swiss Initiatives and Experiences“.

Publications
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Report

FAST Risk Profile Kosovo
This working paper was prepared by FAST International, the swisspeace early war-
ning project, and contains a detailed analysis of current developments in Kosovo.
It highlights the possible negotiations on the country’s future political status and
the state of democratic standards. It also shows the serious problems significantly
influencing stability. In the light of the various grievances the further presence of
the international community remains indispensable. The implementation of stan-
dards must be given the highest priority in order to lay the further ground for
lasting peace, peaceful multiethnic coexistence, and sustainable development.

FAST Country Risk Profile Madagascar
This second current FAST working paper in French analyses the post-electoral dis-
pute of 2002 in Madagascar, highlighting the role of the various protagonists and
the efforts of the international community to mediate a settlement.

This section lists several

events on the KOFF calen-

dar and on those of KOFF

member organizations.

Other pointers to events

and training courses are

available through the

KOFF-Infomarket.
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http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events_info.asp?event=271
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/europDWPconf.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events_info.asp?event=274
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events_info.asp?event=192
http://www.swisspeace.org/publications/wp/WP_4_2005_kosovo.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/publications/wp/WP_3_2005_madagascar_final.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/sfs/swisspeace%20jako%2005.pdf
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo International Center for Transitional Justice
The International Center for Transitional Justice (ICTJ) was founded in New York in
2001 at the initiative of Alex Boraine, the former Vice-Chairperson of the South
African Truth and Reconciliation Commission. The ICTJ provides assistance in the
form of consultancy and training to countries pursuing accountability for past mass
atrocity or human rights abuse. The Center works in societies emerging from re-
pressive rule or armed conflict, as well as in established democracies where histo-
rical injustices or systemic abuse remain unresolved.

The ICTJ website provides an overview of the Center’s activities, focusing on its in-
country assistance program on four different continents, but also including infor-
mation about research, capacity-building, and transitional justice approaches. The
Center operates fellowship programs for students and young professionals in co-
operation with the Institute for Justice and Reconciliation (IJR) in Cape Town, South
Africa, the Center for Human Rights of the Law School at the University of Chile in
Santiago, Chile, and the Faculty of Law at the University of Ottawa in Ottawa,
Canada. The ICTJ issues a bi-monthly electronic newsletter „Transitional Justice in
the News“ with information about the latest develops in the field across the globe.
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