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Sudan roundtable analyses situation in the South and in Darfur
A Sudan roundtable was held in early October at KOFF with the participation of
Marina Peter of Sudan Focal Point Europe. Its purpose was to conduct an up-to-
date analysis of the situation and to discuss networking.

Marina Peter expressed the view that an essentially new situation has arisen in
southern Sudan with the advent of many new and in part inexperienced players
with other priorities. Amongst them she also included the United Nations Mission
in the Sudan (UNMIS), which will soon number 10’000 people, but which comes
with very little experience of the context. Moreover, many business people and
firms as well as numerous returnees have now gone to the South with high expec-
tations. The situation was giving rise to small-scale conflicts, but also to greater
self-confidence on the part of local players. They would now be bringing their own
viewpoints more strongly into the picture and challenge the traditional organiza-
tions with new action approaches, Peter said. The political discourse had also chan-
ged since the death of John Garang. His successor Salva Kiir stands out for his
much greater inclusion of the various „black African“ players from the North as
well.

Marina Peter regards the deteriorating image of the peace agreement signed
between North and South as negative for the stabilization of the South. Another
negative was the fact that the reconstruction funds pledged at the donor confe-
rence in Oslo have hardly materialized.

Marina Peter was somewhat irritated by the scant coordination of African Union
support with respect to Darfur. Besides, the terrible and increasing human rights
violations and attacks on civilians and camps for internally displaced people are
often seen as a test of strength amongst the conflicting parties and were hardly
being checked. Marina Peter was also critical of the extent to which the conflicting
parties were at all supporting the negotiating aims for the pacification of Darfur.

In the second part of the roundtable participants discussed the successes and li-
mits of their institutional networks. Marina Peter saw potential for thematic rap-
prochement between the various networks on HIV/AIDS for example, and in recon-
ciliation work. She highlighted the opportunity to strike up new alliances.

05.10.05

9th Sri Lanka Roundtable on reconstruction
10 months after the Tsunami
At the beginning of October, a large number of representatives of Swiss civil soci-
ety, government, academics and the Diaspora participated with very great interest
in the 9th session of the Sri Lanka Roundtable at KOFF.

At the centre of the discussion were the opportunities and challenges of reconstruc-
tion and development 10 months after the Tsunami. The experience of a Swiss
relief organization that started working in the North of Sri Lanka immediately after

http://www.gcsp.ch/nisc/chatham-house.htm
http://www.gcsp.ch/nisc/chatham-house.htm
mailto:pu_aeberhard@bluewin.ch 
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_sudan.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info_d.asp?article=215
http://www.un.org/Depts/dpko/missions/unmis/
http://www.gurtong.org/
http://www.gurtong.org/


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 42  3

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

cfd-website

Study

KOFF-website

on gender and peace-

building

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann

the Tsunami was taken as the point of departure. Participants debated as key
challenges the balance between Tsunami and war victims, questions of inclusive-
ness, the move from relief to development in highly relief-dependent communities
and the negative press in national newspapers. Particular attention was also paid
to the generally unstable „no war, no peace situation“ and the run-up to the
presidential elections scheduled for November 17, 2005. 10.10.05

Gender Roundtable on empowerment in the context of
gender-specific violence
The 12th session of the KOFF Gender Roundtable held at the end of September
focused on the current study on empowerment done by the Christian Peace Ser-
vice (cfd). The purpose of the study was to analyze and document practical expe-
riences in the relevant cfd projects in Israel/Palestine, Kosovo, Morocco and Swit-
zerland. It was also meant to examine the understanding of cfd-partner
organizations as well as explore the interrelationship between gender relations,
empowerment and peace-building.

One crucial outcome of the study was the common     understanding of empower-
ment („power within“) and of the connection between empowerment,     violence,
security and resources. The analysis of the different projects showed that only by
combining several strategies at the personal, collective, political and structural
levels and by including all players will it be possible to achieve lasting changes for
women, and to expand their scope for action.

The second part of the session explored the social potential and political limits of
empowerment projects. It was emphasized that such projects were complex, con-
tradictory and non-linear and therefore very hard to gauge. What sometimes looked
like a positive change has turned out to be a negative factor that aggravated the
conflict. The empowerment of Afghan women as civilian peace workers for ex-
ample, would provoke violent extremists. It was also discussed whether we could
speak of „success“, when even though individual empowerment was in fact ta-
king place, it was not doing much to alter unjust political social structures.

30.09.05

Gender & Peace-building Working Group created
The Center for Peacebuilding established a new forum in early October. At the
initiative of KOFF, representatives of Swiss relief agencies, the Swiss civil service
and of KOFF set up the working group on „Gender & Peace-building“. The group
will be conducting an ongoing dialogue on content and methodology as well as
lessons learned and concrete gender mainstreaming challenges in peace-building,
development cooperation and humanitarian assistance. It also intends to conduct
regular discussions on gender mainstreaming processes between the operational
relief agencies, Political Division IV of the Swiss Foreign Ministry, the Swiss Agency
for Development and Cooperation, and KOFF.

KOFF-website on Sri

Lanka with a list of

Swiss actors
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http://www.cfd-ch.org/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/empowermentstudie/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
mailto:reimann@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_srilanka.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/countries/organisationenSriLanka.pdf
mailto:reimann@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/koffevents.asp#
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/koffevents.asp#
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
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The first session of the new working group laid out the terms of reference and
discussed prospective topics. The KOFF Newsletter will be following the evolution
of the working group and reporting on its most important accomplishments and
experiences.  11.10.05

International Conference on Dealing with the Past and
Transitional Justice in Neuchâtel
On October 23-24, the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, Political Divi-
sion IV Human Security, in collaboration with the Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF /
swisspeace) and the International Center for Transitional Justice, sponsored a two-
day conference on dealing with the past and transitional justice in Neuchâtel,
Switzerland. The conference brought together more than one hundred experts from
international agencies, European Foreign Ministries, and civil society organiza-
tions to reflect on recent developments in the field.

In panel and working-group discussions, the conference addressed the topic of
dealing with the past and transitional justice from different perspectives with an
emphasis on identifying lessons learned and emerging principles for internal and
external players. In this regard, there was a consensus among participants that
significant progress had been made on the international level during the last few
years in the development of an inventory of instruments for transitional justice.
This is particularly true for juridical instruments in the struggle against impunity,
although the problem of enforcement remains, as the discussion on the progress
of the newly created International Criminal Court demonstrated. Other topics of
discussion concerned the ownership and impact of a process of dealing with the
past in post-conflict societies. There is often a lack of political will on the part of
governing authorities to implement recommendations of specially created extra-
judicial bodies, such as truth commissions. Thus, in spite of the welcome progress
in recent years, it was noted on several occasions that a significant gap remains
between the principles and instruments of transitional justice and the reality of
victims in their search for justice. 25.10.05

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann
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National Human Rights Program in Mexico
The international community has neglected the human rights situation in Mexico
because of focusing its attention on the Southern Cone of Latin America and on
Central America. Under the protracted rule of the Institutional Revolutionary Party
(PRI), the country witnessed grave human rights violations (torture, forced disap-
pearances, summary executions, violence against women, repression of all opposi-
tion), growing inequalities, widespread nepotism and corruption, and a judicial
branch controlled by the Executive. The lot of indigenous peoples worsened consi-
derably.

This article was written by

Adrien-Claude Zoller, dire-

ctor of „Geneva for Human

Rights“, a training outfit

for all players in society for

the purpose of realizing

human rights in the field.

mailto:reimann@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/dwp10_05.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_dealing.htm
http://www.ictj.org/
http://www.ictj.org/
mailto:jonathan.sisson@swisspeace.ch
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For the first time in over 70 years, the PRI lost a presidential election in 2000. Once
elected, Vicente Fox (PAN) and his Government launched an array of novel initia-
tives including ratification of human rights treaties; inviting the UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights (OACNUDA1) to open an office in Mexico; intense diplo-
matic activity, especially in the UN Commission on Human Rights (e.g. on migrant
workers, indigenous peoples, human rights and counter-terrorism, transitional ju-
stice); inviting all UN Special Rapporteurs to visit the country; opening of a Special
Prosecutor’s Office to investigate crimes of the past (FEMOSPP); launch of a re-
form of the judiciary; and preparing a National Program to Promote and Strengthen
Human Rights. The OACNUDA has prepared a detailed study on the human rights
situation in the country, called the „Diagnóstico“2, which has served as the basis
for preparing the National Human Rights Program.

In 2003, under pressure from human rights organizations, responsibility for human
rights was moved from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the Ministry for Home
Affairs (SEGOB), within which a Unit for the Promotion and Defense of Human
Rights was created. An Inter-Ministerial Commission, for which this Unit acts as
technical secretariat, oversees the activities of the Government through several
Sub-commissions (children’s rights, rights of women, indigenous peoples, etc).

Implementing the National Program

The „Diagnóstico“ and National Program were prepared in close conjunction with
the authorities as well as vast sectors of civil society. President Fox launched the
Na-tional Program on 10 December 2004 by creating a Coordinating Committee
for the Follow-up and Evaluation of the Program, within which civil society repre-
sentatives participate with the same decision-making power as the other players.3

Yet implementation is proving a slow process. As Mexico is a federation of states,
SEGOB had to conclude agreements with the federal states for the realization of
the Program. All the federal states have ratified the National Agreement. Several
bilateral agreements have been prepared. A human rights unit has been created
within each state. The action guidelines for the public administration have been
sent to the federal states and the various Ministries concerning, for example the
indicators contained in the Program and the methods for monitoring and evalua-
ting initiatives.

 What is chiefly at stake

Promoting peace and justice entails dealing properly with the past and ensuring
that the state can effectively respect and guarantee all human rights. New public
policies must therefore be drawn up and implemented by all the players concer-
ned, within the framework of the new social pact. Without this determination on
the part of the entire Mexican society, it will not be possible to translate a govern-
ment policy – that of the Fox Administration – into a state policy for the realization
of rights. The envisaged reforms will take years, and the Program must be conti-
nued after the next elections. A long-term effort must therefore be deployed at the
same time as the serious ongoing violations are tackled.

Challenges for the Government

It is proving difficult within government ranks to realize that however sincere the
government’s intentions may be, the Administration is suffering from an enormous

At the request of the DFA’s

Swiss Peace Promotion

Program, „Geneva for

Human Rights“ is playing

an active part in imple-

menting the national

program to promote

human rights in Mexico.

Notes:
1 It is important to recall

that the OACNUDA was

not established by decision

of the UN Commission on

Human Rights but through

a simple technical agree-

ment between the

Mexican Government and

the Office of the High

Commissioner. The result is

that its terms of reference

are limited to the stipu-

lations of bilateral agree-

ments between the

Government and the

United Nations.

2  „Diagnóstico sobre la

Situación de los Derechos

Humanos en México“, 8

December 2003, 139

pages. It is one of the best

analytical documents ever

published by the United

Nations on a country. Its

many recommendations

constitute a program of

reform at all levels.

3  The Coordinating

Committee for the Follow-

up and Evaluation of the

Program is comprised of

six NGOs amongst 20

members (ministries,

judiciary and legislative

branches, academia).
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credibility deficit amongst the population in the light of long past experience. The
Government thus needs to multiply the initiatives for dialogue with civil society
even when reactions range from reluctance to hostility. The authorities must there-
fore accept that those who have agreed to participate in the coordination, monito-
ring and evaluation process can continue to criticize the authorities harshly for
each case of violations.

The upshot is that the implementation of the National Program is being hampered
by administrative red tape. Consequently, although its composition is known, the
Coordinating Committee for the Follow-up and Evaluation of the Program is not
yet in place. SEGOP has limited human and financial resources and is lacking in
organizational and leadership capacity.

What is at stake for civil society

The Government has taken initiatives to strengthen civil society. The Mexican de-
velopment agency INDESOL is therefore funding a good many civil society projects
in order to promote participation as a jointly responsible partner in shaping a State
policy for human rights. It is no surprise therefore that the Mexican human rights
movement is divided over its participation in this entirely new process in the so-
ciety. One objective problem can be seen in many countries: no longer is the go-
vernment merely the legitimate target when it comes to denouncing violations,
but it is also an essential partner for developing public policies to halt such violati-
ons. New strategies must be devised. Continuing to investigate and denounce
while cooperating is no simple matter, and even less so when impunity is rife and
senior officials of the old regime are still in place. Many human rights NGOs lack
maturity and react almost dogmatically, at times considering cooperation and de-
nunciation as contradictory.

This attitude is being reinforced by yet another objective factor, namely the inter-
national impact of the new policy. It has become extremely difficult to draw atten-
tion to grave violations, while improvements are still to materialize within the
country.

Some human rights NGOs are also becoming involved in pre-election activities and
are therefore withdrawing from the National Program and pressuring the other
civil society organizations to do likewise. For the most part, civil society is in fact
very much involved in realizing the Mexican Program. The coalitions for the rights
of children, women, handicapped people, indigenous peoples, as well as trade
unions, social development organizations and some human rights defense organi-
zations are involved in the Coordinating Committee and the Sub-Commissions.
These organizations must now set up their own Coordinating Secretariat, and
SEGOB is still finding it hard to accept this.

This long-term effort will therefore call for an increased number of initiatives for
dialogue and the strengthening of civil society by means of training programs, not
least of all with respect to strategies. To avoid the intensification of legitimate
misgivings on the part of civil society, the Government must also display greater
political willingness by tackling impunity and launching an economic policy to im-
prove the lot of huge swathes of the population still living in poverty and margina-
lization.

Diagnóstico sobre la

situación de los

Derechos Humanos

en México

Programma nacional de

derechos humanos

http://www.cinu.org.mx/oacnudh/diagnosticoprensa.htm
http://www.cinu.org.mx/oacnudh/diagnosticoprensa.htm
http://www.cinu.org.mx/oacnudh/diagnosticoprensa.htm
http://www.derechoshumanos.gob.mx/
http://www.derechoshumanos.gob.mx/
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Extra information

on the conference

Workshop on Federalism and Multiculturalism
in the Philippines
As part of the peace and transition process, a workshop on „Federalism and Mul-
ticulturalism in the Philippines“ was organised in Manila in early October. The
conference gathered policy makers, international experts and representatives from
grass-roots movements to discuss on and work out solutions to move the transi-
tion period forward.

The workshop will be followed by a series of follow-up activities, one being a study
tour of representatives of the Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Pro-
cess of the Philippines to Switzerland from November 6-9, 2005.

The conference was initiated by the embassy of the Philippines in Switzerland and
the embassy of Switzerland in the Philippines, sponsored by the Swiss Agency for
Development and Co-operation and co-organised by the National College of Pu-
blic Administration and Governance, University of Philippines and the Institute of
Federalism, University of Fribourg. 03.10.05

TTTTTransition process in the Philippinesransition process in the Philippinesransition process in the Philippinesransition process in the Philippinesransition process in the Philippines

For the last 30 years, the Republic of the Philippines has been waging war with
two main national separatist movements. Poverty and illiteracy remain wides-
pread in Muslim dominated areas. But despite all this, all stakeholders in the
peace and development process are calling for various forms and innovations
to move the peace process forward. Among these is the call for the establish-
ment of a federal system of government. This call has become more relevant
not only because of the recent events in Mindanao but also because it is only
now that many leaders of civil society, business, and government have reached
a consensus for constitutional reform.

Conference on Due Diligence: the State’s responsibility for
the human rights of women
A three-day conference was held in late September at the University of Berne on
„Due Diligence“. This concept binds the state to combat and punish violence against
women. The discussion explored the potential of due diligence for preventing and
combating violence against women, and as well as the limits of the concept.

On the opening evening, UN Special Rapporteur on violence against women Yakin
Ertürk, and international law professor Andrew Clapham presented approaches
that formed the basis for further discussion over the following days in lectures and
workshops. Those approaches included making more creative use of existing legal
concepts for women’s and human rights, or the involvement of powerful players
such as the World Bank or multinational corporations. Furthermore due diligence
should serve to tackle the cultural legitimization of violence. The lawyer Rhonda
Copelon advocated a model with two levels: at the personal level, individual women
should be given protection and help, while at the social level the reasons for the

Further information:

Institute of Federalisme

Matthias Schnyder

News from Swiss NGOs

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info.asp?article=595
http://www.heks.ch/pls/heks/projectdb.search?connection_id=-1&iregion=3905
http://www.izfg.unibe.ch/duediligence/
http://www.izfg.unibe.ch/duediligence/
mailto:Matthias.Schnyder@unifr.ch
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Further information:

University of Berne

Christa Binswanger

persisting gender-specific violence should be studied and countered. The confe-
rence participants agreed that permanent commitment on the part of civil society
was needed so that states and other powerful players would effectively shoulder
their responsibility.

The Berne conference was organized by the Swiss Section of Amnesty Internatio-
nal, Human Rights Switzerland (MERS), the World Organization against Torture
(OMCT) and the Interdisciplinary Centre for Women and Gender Research at the
University of Berne (IZFG). 23.09.05

„Due diligence“ as a new achievement

Some 200 million women across the world have experienced various forms of
violence at some point in their life. This violence frequently occurs in the pri-
vate sphere. Only in recent years did gender-specific violence cease to be trea-
ted as a private matter and instead recognized as a human rights violation that
states have a duty to prevent.

Leading „sport for peace“ projects:
third exCHANGE FOR PEACE program
With a view to creating a network of peace leaders forming a peace constituency,
exCHANGE FOR PEACE (ecfp) conducted its third development and exchange pro-
gram from September 11 to 25, 2005.

exCHANGE is a recently formed small organization, whose strategy is to build up a
network of future mid-level leaders from crisis regions. Some 30 persons are invi-
ted to Switzerland for a two-week program held once a year. During that time the
participants develop their leadership skills, are introduced to the basic instruments
of peace building, learn about presentation, networking and advocacy, and de-
monstrate their ability to design small-scale peace-related projects. These projects
are meant for implementation in the context in which they work. On return to their
countries the participants remain organized as a local network of ecfp-leaders
pushing for peace projects. In these endeavors the participants are still supported
by ecfp through coaching and an Internet platform.

The patron of this year’s program was Mrs. Calmy-Rey, the Swiss Minister of Fo-
reign Affairs. In 2005 the participants came from Afghanistan, Georgia, Ivory Cost,
Macedonia, Mozambique, Serbia-Montenegro, Sri Lanka, and USA. Women and
men were equally represented, and the average age was 25 years.

Highlights during the program were: a public forum on sport and peace, where the
participants presented some typical projects, a football match between the partici-
pants and some members of the parliament played without a referee, visits to the
Centre of Humanitarian Dialogue and the Swiss Parliament.

On completion of the programthe participants proposed 25 small projects that will
be implemented within the next six months in their home countries. All the pro-
jects aim at building bridges between groups hostile to one another and to empo-
wer weaker groups in the society. 25.09.05

ecfp

mailto:go.ribaux@bluewin.ch
mailto:christa.binswanger@izfg.unibe.ch
http://www.ecfp.org
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Association Bosnia and

Herzegovina 2005

Report on armed non-state actors and international
humanitarian norms
Since 2000, twenty-seven non-state armed groups from Africa, the Middle East
and Asia have committed to a total ban on anti-personnel mines by signing a Deed
of Commitment proposed by Geneva Call. The Government of the Republic and
Canton of Geneva acts as the custodian of the signed documents.

In November last year, representatives from signatory groups gathered in Geneva
for a three day event during which they discussed the progress made and the
difficulties encountered in implementing and monitoring their commitment to the
mine ban (see article beside „Information on the conference 2004“). A full report,
including official statements made by guest speakers and declarations made by
armed non-state actors, is now available on Geneva Call’s website.

With respect to the question of expanding Geneva Call’s mandate to other huma-
nitarian norms, participants on the conference agreed that the organisation should
build on the trust and confidence it has gained from the NSAs it has so far enga-
ged. They also agreed that the organisation should share its experience and exper-
tise with others and further explore the possibility of applying its approach to other
humanitarian issues. On this basis, Geneva Call has recently decided to conduct a
feasibility study on the issue of child recruitment by armed groups. This study, in
turn, is  an integral part of a research project initiated by the Coalition to Stop the
Use of Child Soldiers. 26.10.05

Report

Information on the

conference 2004

Geneva Call

ARMED GROUPS

PROJECT

Coalition to Stop

the Use of Child Soldiers
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International Conference for Bosnia and Herzegovina
The International Conference for Bosnia and Herzegovina was held at the end of
October in Geneva to mark the 10th anniversary of the Dayton Peace Agreements.
Eminent representatives from political life, the private sector and civil society as
well as young Bosnian students and activists discussed topics such as state struc-
ture, constitutional reform, economy and security, as well as education, culture
and democracy.

The conference showed that at present, one of the most pressing and toughest
challenges was creating a functional institutional state structure and more speci-
fically devising a constitution. Such a structure would have to be the foundation
for lasting political and economic processes. Parts of the state and individual po-
pulation groups would have to cede further powers to the central state authority.
All ethnic groups would have to be involved in the reforms. Such a consensus is
missing in Bosnia and Herzegovina however, which is fueling the widespread view
that only collective group rights such as security, protection and economic welfare
are guaranteed, but not individually enforceable (human) rights.

This led several conference participants to stress that the formal structuring of the
state must go hand-in-hand with confidence-building measures and efforts to re-
concile the ethnic groups. Dealing comprehensively and transparently with the
past would be an initial, imperative step in that direction. This means that above

mailto:aboivin@genevacall.org
http://www.bosnia2005.org/news.html
http://www.bosnia2005.org/news.html
http://www.genevacall.org/resources/testi-publications/gc-nsa-report-05.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/42/GenevaCall_e.pdf
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.child-soldiers.org/
http://www.child-soldiers.org/
http://www.armedgroups.org/
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Further information:

Political Department IV

of the Federal Department

of Foreign Affairs

Thomas Geissmann

all local courts too should make perpetrators accountable. It was generally under-
lined that interethnic cooperation projects and activities undertaken by civil socie-
ty movements were far more successful than those by traditional state players.

European perspective for Bosnia and Herzegovina

It was revealed during the conference at Geneva that the EU Commission is
proposing that the Council of Ministers should launch negotiations with Bosnia
and Herzegovina in December on a Stabilization and Association Agreement
(SAA). Just hours earlier, both Federal Councilor Micheline Calmy-Rey and EU
Enlargement Commissioner Olli Rehn had spoken out in favor of a European
perspective for Bosnia and Herzegovina.

21.10.05

Comments on the latest Human Security Report
The 2005 Human Security Report published on October 17 gives reason for taking
a new and positive look at international peace-building and conflict transforma-
tion endeavors.

The report highlights that contrary to widely held views, the number of armed
conflicts and international crises has diminished since the start of the 1990s. The
number of victims of violent conflicts, human rights violations and refugees has
also fallen, according to the report. The study’s findings confirm that international
efforts at conflict resolution, peace-building and the reinforcement of human rights
that had been stepped up in the early 1990s are now bearing fruit.

For the UN as well as for countries that like Switzerland have deployed major
efforts to further peace-building and human rights, this report brings confirmation
of the importance of the work done so far and gives reason to look to the future
with optimism. At the same time, however, it draws attention to the fact that the
time when the international community can relax its efforts is still a long way off.
Switzerland endorses this point of view and will continue to direct its efforts to-
ward encouraging peace, and emphasizing worldwide observance of human rights
and the protection of civilian populations during armed conflict.

Central to the concept of human security is the security of individuals and their
right to a life free from fear. The human security approach is also one of the under-
pinnings of the activities of Political Department IV of the Federal Department of
Foreign Affairs. Switzerland has provided support to the tune of CHF 400,000 for
the conduct of the study under the guidance of Professor Andrew Mack at the
University of British Columbia in Canada. 27.10.05
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Handbook of the Swiss Experts Pool
for Civilian Peacebuilding
The Handbook of the Swiss Experts Pool for civilian Peacebuilding was presented
in late October in Geneva. It contains entries with annotated sources on topics
such as the conduct of negotiations, human rights, refugees, gender and peace-
building, child soldiers, antipersonnel mines and human trafficking. The Handbook
was created as a handy, flexible, and realistic tool, specifically for members of the
experts pool as well as for partner organizations. It is intended to afford quick and
easy access to useful sources of information.

Attending the book presentation in Geneva were representatives from the Swiss
Foreign Ministry’s missions, international humanitarian and human rights organi-
zations in Geneva, and from non-governmental organizations. They described the
Handbook as an imaginative, interesting and useful tool.

Seven other entries are currently being prepared with respect to the prevention of
torture, business and conflict, democratization, elections and election monitoring,
conflict analysis, disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DD&R) and trai-
ning techniques. 21.10.05

Conflict-sensitive „quick references“ for humanitarian aid
The Conflict Prevention and Transformation Section (COPRET) of the Swiss Agency
for Development and Cooperation (SDC) has put together some „quick references“
on the conflicts in Aceh and Sri Lanka. They are intended to prepare SDC humani-
tarian aid and operational personnel quickly and succinctly for assignment and to
inform and sensitize them regarding a conflict situation. Each quick reference pro-
vides two pages of information on the background to the conflict and the players.
It further contains area maps relevant to the conflict, for example regarding ethnic
or religious population distribution, and also a list of important Internet links. Other
quick references on other conflict zones are planned. 15.10.05
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Further information:

COPRET
Larissa Mettler

LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks

http://www.eda.admin.ch/sub_expool/g/home/sef-handbuch.html
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 Berghof-Center
Berghof is scheduled to put out the book „Peacebuilding and Civil Society in
Bosnia-Herzegovina Ten Years after Dayton“ at the end of 2005. It will be obtai-
nable from Berghof for EUR 17.50.

Conciliation Resources
On 30 November, Conciliation Resources (CR) and the Centre for the Contem-
porary Central Asia and the Caucasus will screen „Karabakh“, a film about the
conflict over Nagorny Karabakh, with presentations by the Abkhaz and Geor-
gian journalist-filmmakers, and a roundtable discussion chaired by Laurence
Broers, issue editor of CR’s forthcoming Accord publication on the conflict.
Contact: Bhavna Dave

A recently published article on „The Politics of Peacemaking“ by CR’s Accord
programme manager/series editor Celia McKeon is now available.

On December 1, two films made by CR’s partners about the Georgian-Abkhaz
conflict will be shown at the Georgian film festival in London, with presenta-
tions and discussion. Contact: Rhona Miller

CR’s Accord Programme and Wilton Park will hold a 3-day high-level policy  con-
ference in the UK on „The Engagement of Armed Groups in Peace Processes“
on December 9-11, 2005. To learn more about CR’s work on this topic see CR’s
website.

SPICE/gtz
The current SPICE-Newsletter addresses the topic „Krisenprävention und Frie-
densentwicklung – ein Schwerpunkt deutscher Entwicklungszusammenarbeit“
Other topics include the alliance for peace education in Colombia and the radio
project „Countering the language of hate“ in the South Caucasus.

The Peace Education Institute and the GTZ’s Education and Conflict Transfor-
mation project held technical discussions on violence and violence prevention
in early October.

International Partner Organizations

InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

In this section, KOFF is

reporting on news from

ten international partner

organizations.

Berghof-Center

Conciliation Resources

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

(ECCP)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

Responding to Conflict

Securing Peace in Crisis

Environments

(SPICE/gtz)

UNIFEM

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/42/FlyerDayton_181005.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/42/FlyerDayton_181005.pdf
mailto:bd4@soas.co.uk
http://www.c-r.org/pubs/occ_papers/article_peacemaking.shtml
mailto:rmiller@c-r.org
http://www.wiltonpark.org.uk/documents/conferences/WPS05-34/pdfs/WPS05-34prog.pdf
http://www.wiltonpark.org.uk/documents/conferences/WPS05-34/pdfs/WPS05-34prog.pdf
http://www.c-r.org/accord/engage/index.shtml
http://www.c-r.org/accord/engage/index.shtml
http://www.gtz.de/de/themen/uebergreifende-themen/krisenpraevention/5223.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/42/MitteilungFachgespraech.pdf
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.respond.org/
http://www2.gtz.de/spice/
http://www.unifem.org/
mailto:rmiller@c-r.org
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1000 Peace Women Across the Globe
The book entitled „1000 Peace Women Across the Globe“ appeared in mid-Octo-
ber. It contains portraits of all 1000 women peace activists who were nominated
early in the year for the 2005 Nobel Peace Prize. The book in English, which compri-
ses over 2000 pages, presents the 1000 women, their work, methods, corrective
strategies and visions.

Continuing training in non-violent conflict transformation
The joint working group of the Swiss Federation of Protestant Women (FSFP) and
the Swiss Alliance of Catholic Women (SKF) have prepared a directory of 10 not-
for-profit organizations and institutions working in Switzerland, and providing trai-
ning in nonviolent approaches to conflicts. The listing for each organization shows
its address, priority work areas and its core target groups. The list has been prepa-
red in German and French. Single copies can be obtained free of cost from SKF and
EFS, while larger numbers are obtainable in exchange for a contribution to hand-
ling costs.
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EFS Geschäftsstelle

Winterthurerstrasse 60

8006 Zürich

SKF

Postfach 7854

6000 Luzern 7
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo The swisspeace Jahreskonferenz 2005 will be discussing the conflict in Chech-
nya and what external players like Switzerland can contribute toward a settle-
ment. The Conference will be held on November 8 in Berne under the theme
„Searching for Peace in Chechnya – Swiss Initiatives and Experiences“.

A joint session of the KOFF Dealing with the Past and Gender Roundtables will
be taking place on November 17 on „Dealing with the Past for a Sustainable
Peace: The Challenges from a Gender-sensitive Perspective“ . 

KOFF organizes an Israel/Palestine Roundtable on „The Separation Barrier and
Settlement Expansion in the West Bank“ on November 23. 

A Discussion on the role of China in Africa with focus on Angola and Sudan will
be taking place on December 1. There will be a guest input by Chris Alden.

This section lists several

events on the KOFF calen-

dar and on those of KOFF

member organizations.

Other pointers to events

and training courses are

available through the

KOFF-Infomarket.

http://www.1000peacewomen.org/de/html/buch/index.php
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/de/html/buch/index.php
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/news/default.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/GenderDwPRT171105.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/IP-RT231105.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/AfricaDiscussion011205.pdf
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Eldis websites on gender
The Eldis information platform offers a wide variety of information on develop-
ment cooperation issues. These are primarily texts available online, but also infor-
mation on organizations. One of the 30 thematic „Resource Guides“ focuses on
the topic of gender. The homepage provides very up-to-date documents on the
subject, such as a report on the role of women in implementing the Millennium
Development Goals in Sudan. A summary is given of the most important points of
each document, together with links to the drafters as well as references to other
web pages or documents.

Moreover, the website contains information and links to topics such as „gender
and conflict“ or „gender manuals and toolkits“, links to online bibliographic data-
bases and gender-specific country profiles. Also of great interest are the links to
ongoing Internet discussions, for example on gender and AIDS, or violence against
women. A practical feature is that the latest contributions to discussions are avai-
lable in an archive. The search engine is particularly helpful and useful as it permits
keyword searching.

The Eldis information platform is maintained by the Institute of Development Stu-
dies (IDS) in Sussex and funded by the government development agencies of Swe-
den, Norway, the UK and Switzerland.

http://www.eldis.org/gender/index.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:jakob@swisspeace.ch
mailto:richard.albert@bluewin.ch
http://www.gfbv.ch/index1.html

