
Kompetenzzentrum Friedensförderung
Centre pour la promotion de la paix
Centro per la promozione della pace

Center for Peacebuilding

NEWSLETTER
1 December 2005 / Nr. 43

KOFF

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

From the Center for Peacebuilding

Joint session of the Gender and Dealing with the Past roundtables
Israel/Palestine roundtable on West Bank separation barrier
Geneva Call and Service Civil International Switzerland
are new KOFF member organizations

Focus
swisspeace Annual Conference:
the conflict in Chechnya and the role of foreign actors

News from Swiss NGOs

Gender apartheid as an obstacle to development:
Alliance Sud and SDC Conference
„1000 PeaceWomen Across the Globe“
Discussion of a national human rights institution for Switzerland
Peace Watch Switzerland seeks volunteers for 2006 assignment

News from Swiss Government Agencies
Annual Conference on Swiss Cooperation with Eastern Europe:
Switzerland supports reforms in Ukraine
Summit of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe:
Balkans draw closer to EU

International Partner Organizations
Berghof-Center, Conciliation Resources, FriEnt, GTZ,
Responding to Conflict

Events, Publications, Web tip

Publisher:
Center for
Peacebuilding KOFF
Sonnenbergstrasse 17
CH - 3000 Bern 7
Tel: +41 (0)31 330 12 12
www.swisspeace.org/koff

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/default.htm


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 43  2

From the Center for Peacebuilding

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks

Bimkom

Btselem

New Israel Fund

Report „Under the Guise

of Security“

Further information:

KOFF Jonathan Sisson

KOFF-website on

Dealing with the Past

KOFF-website on

Gender and Peace-

building

Korean Council for the

Women drafted for

Military Sexual Slavery

by Japan

Taiwan Women’s

Rescue Foundation

The Women’s Interna-

tional War Crimes

Tribunal on Japan’s

Military Sexual Slavery

Joint session of the Gender
and Dealing with the Past roundtables
A special joint session of the KOFF Gender and Dealing with the Past roundtables
took place on November 17 on the swisspeace premises. The purpose of the
session was to identify common issues and to investigate possible synergies in
the two fields.

Jonathan Sisson, KOFF program officer specializing in reconciliation issues, provi-
ded an input on Dealing with the Past and Gender, drawing upon his experience
in connection with the international campaign on behalf of the former „comfort
women“. In the first part of his presentation he described a number of issues
and instruments associated with two approaches in dealing with the past –
transitional justice and reconciliation. Although at times they appear to embody
opposite, even conflicting principles, both approaches aim to end the cycles that
perpetuate war, violence, and human rights abuses. In the second part, he pre-
sented the campaign on behalf of the former „comfort women“ as a case study
of impunity in the face of military sexual slavery. Although the campaign, as yet,
has failed to elicit an official apology and state compensation for the women
survivors from the Japanese government, it did introduce a gender dimension to
the debate on dealing with the legacy of World War II in Asia and made an
important contribution to the establishment of international norms for rape as a
war crime and crime against humanity.

A range of different issues related to gender roles and gender-specific violence
were raised in the discussion that followed. In particular, the question of dealing
with former combatants was addressed. While there are a number of different
programs that provide psycho-social accompaniment for women victims, there
is little understanding about the needs of former combatants and little assis-
tance available to veterans who have been traumatized by their war expe-
riences. Further discussion points concerned the active involvement of women
in reconciliation processes and the contemporary problem of the trafficking of
women and children. 17.11.05

Israel/Palestine roundtable
on West Bank separation barrier
In November KOFF organized an Israel/Palestine Roundtable on „The Separation
Barrier and Settlement Expansion in the West Bank“. In the first part of the
event Alon Cohen-Lifshitz from the Israeli non-governmental organization Bim-
kom (Planners for Planning Rights) demonstrated how the barrier was violating
basic human rights of Palestinians and negatively impacting their social and
economic life. Bimkom, which receives special grants from the New Israel Fund
(NIF) for its work on the barrier, in a recently published report was able to prove

http://www.bimkom.org/aboutEng.asp
http://www.btselem.org/English/
http://www. nif.org
http://www.btselem.org/English/Publications/Summaries/200509_Under_the_Guise_of_Security.asp
mailto:jonathan.sisson@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_dealing.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
http://www.womenandwar.net/english/menu_014.php
http://www.twrf.org.tw/english/events_show.asp?id=13
http://www.twrf.org.tw/english/events_show.asp?id=13
http://www1.jca.apc.org/vaww-net-japan/english/
http://www1.jca.apc.org/vaww-net-japan/english/
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Further information:

KOFF Anita Müller

KOFF-website

on Israel/Palestine

The second part of the

meeting was held under

the Chatham House-Rule.

There are therefore no
references to specific
organizations and speakers.

that over long stretches the route of the wall was motivated by existing Israeli
plans for future settlement expansion in the West Bank. It was even obvious in
some instances that security considerations were compromised for the sake of
settlement plans. This stood in sharp contradiction to the arguments wielded by
the Israeli Government, that the wall was purely a security measure, said Co-
hen-Lifshitz. Bimkom’s expert opinion supported Palestinian village residents in
their petitions before the Israeli Supreme Court. The Court decided in September
that a 13 km stretch of the wall near Alfei Menashe was to be dismantled and
rerouted so that it would cause less hardship to the Palestinian villagers.

In the second part of the meeting, Swiss governmental and non-governmental
players discussed how the separation barrier was affecting some of the local
projects they were supporting and what strategies they were pursuing in the
regard. Examples of activities include financial support for local village commu-
nities to retain lawyers, outreach work and the presence of international obser-
vers on the spot. The government side emphasized the obligation of both parties
to comply with international humanitarian law. An intense discussion arose on
whether and to what extent Swiss players currently lacked understanding for
Israeli concerns and whether the contacts with Israel were too limited to the
small circle of peace activists. The next KOFF Roundtable will therefore be explo-
ring the latest developments within Israeli society. 23.11.05

Geneva Call and Service Civil International Switzerland are
new KOFF member organizations
At its latest session at the end of November the KOFF Steering Committee wel-
comed Geneva Call and Service Civil International Switzerland as new member
organizations beginning in 2006. The Center for Peacebuilding will then have 42
non-governmental member organizations. 29.11.05
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 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks

mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_middleeast.htm
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/index.php?id=14
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/index.php?id=14
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.scich.org/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/members_form.htm
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo
swisspeace Annual Conference:
the conflict in Chechnya and the role of foreign actors
What actors in the conflict in Chechnya can be identified and how do
they relate to one another? What can external actors like Switzerland
contribute to resolving the conflict, and what is expected of them? The-
se were some of the questions addressed by international experts and
interested members of the audience this year at the swisspeace annual
conference held in mid-November in Berne.

Since early 2001 the swisspeace early warning program FAST International has
been documenting and studying the conflict in Chechnya based on reports from
observers on the ground concerning conflict and peace-related events. On that
basis FAST recently prepared a network analysis in which various actors were
located and their interactions numbered and prioritized. The findings were pre-
sented at the swisspeace annual conference: As could be expected, most of the
active clashes occur between the Chechen rebels and the Russian army. In the
midst of both conflictive and cooperative interactions, however, is the civilian
population, which plays a largely passive role as targets for actions. The contacts
between the people and the Russian army are considerably more conflictive
than those with the Chechen rebels. FAST International concludes that the Rus-
sian army is the most important player in the conflict. The FAST instrument rarely
identifies players motivated by religion.

It was underlined at the swisspeace conference that such quantitative analyses
could yield a comprehensive picture of a violent conflict only in conjunction with
qualitative assessments by experts. Märta-Lisa Magnusson from Copenhagen
University expressed the view that the situation today was much more complex
than before. Today there was an increasing number of clashes amongst the
Chechens. So far the international community has reacted only cautiously to the
human rights violations and has not become sufficiently involved in the search
for a political solution.

Active government agencies and non-governmental organizations

Switzerland is one of the few countries still active in Chechnya. Cristina Hoyos,
Head of the Conflict Prevention and Transformation Section (COPRET), described
the activities of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). They
revolved around care and reintegration of internally displaced people and refu-
gees, protecting the civilian population, and promoting healthcare, education
and the advancement of women. In Beslan, a project is attempting to help
children cope with trauma through physical education. The 2005 SDC budget for
its Chechnya program is five million francs. Hoyos underlined that the projects
were being conducted in a conflict-sensitive manner.

Political Department IV (PD IV) of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs,
together with the Swedish Foreign Ministry, swisspeace and FEWER Eurasia, is
supporting a „Humanitarian dialogue“ with governmental and non-governmen-
tal organizations on both sides. Jürg Aeberhard from PD IV explained that this
pilot project aimed to improve the humanitarian situation of the Chechen people.

Executive Summary

of the FAST-Analysis

FAST Special Update

Russian Federation/

Chechnya, October 2005

FAST Early warning

Chechnya

SDC in the Russian

Federation

ICRC in Russia

The Russian Federation

and the Council of Europe

Human Rights Watch

Chechnya

Chechen Civil Society

Forum

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/43/FASTAnalysis.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/fast/default.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/FAST/updates/FAST-FEWER_Update_Chech_Oct05.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/fast/default.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/fast/Default.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/fast/Default.htm
http://www.deza.admin.ch/regiondoc.php?userhash=36146573&l=d&navID=87
http://www.deza.admin.ch/regiondoc.php?userhash=36146573&l=d&navID=87
http://www.icrc.org/Web/Eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/russia?OpenDocument
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Com/About_Coe/Member_states/e_ru.asp#TopOfPage
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Com/About_Coe/Member_states/e_ru.asp#TopOfPage
http://www.hrw.org/campaigns/russia/chechnya/
http://www.hrw.org/campaigns/russia/chechnya/
http://www.chechenforum.org/English/index.htm
http://www.chechenforum.org/English/index.htm
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In September the Society for Threatened Peoples held a conference with Chechen
civilian organizations in Berne. It founded a Civil Society Forum to promote free
information, human rights and peace building, as Member of Parliament Jo Lang
explained during the discussion.

ICRC and Council of Europe in Chechnya

For the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) the North Caucasus is
among its foremost regions of activity worldwide, said Daniel Schriber, Deputy
Head of ICRC programs in Eastern Europe. With 360 local employees and an
annual budget of 34 million Swiss francs, the Caucasus region is one of the
largest where the ICRC is active. Ten ICRC delegates steer the activities from
Naltchik. The ICRC supports some 76’000 people with clothing and household
articles, provides healthcare and water supplies and offers legal advice. Besides
that, some 1000 small businesses have so far received start-up financial assis-
tance. Lastly, the Russian forces are being briefed about their obligations under
the Geneva Conventions. Next year the ICRC intends to step up its dialogue with
the Russian side and hopes to be able to resume its visits to prisoners, which
have been forbidden by the Russian authorities since 2004.

For some years now the Council of Europe has been attempting to persuade
Russia to observe human rights and begin talks on Chechnya. Council of Europe
Rapporteur for Chechnya, Member of Parliament Andreas Gross, has held talks
with several Russian parliamentarians and with Russian human rights officials.
Moreover, a Chechnya-roundtable was held in Strasbourg in the spring. Accor-
ding to Gross, the Council of Europe’s chance lies in the fact that Russia does not
view its criticism as outside interference, being itself a member of this organi-
zation since 1996.

What do the Chechen and Russian people expect from foreign actors?

Larissa Bitkaeva of the Grosny State University painted a gloomy picture of en-
vironmental and social degradation in her country. A whole generation had hard-
ly attended school, and was sick and traumatized by the war. The strife and its
consequences had furthermore caused serious environmental damage. Foreign
assistance was most urgently needed in the fields of environment, education,
economy, reconstruction and rule of law, Bitkaeva said.

The Russian side also sounded pessimistic: In the view of Alexei Malashenko
from the Moscow State University, Moscow was quick to regard humanitarian
aid as political interference. It was being accepted only when the Russians could
control it themselves. Things were different for the Russians, for instance, when
aid workers took an interest in kidnap victims or learned of torture carried out by
the armed forces. Malashenko saw no real chances for outside political media-
tion before the next presidential elections in 2008.

The drafters of the swisspeace network analysis conclude that Chechen civil
society should be better supported, given its central role in the armed struggle. It
was possible too, without questioning Russian sovereignty, to exert pressure on
the national authorities. The latter should bind the army to minimizing any harm
to the civilian population in the fight against terror, and to acting in accordance
with international humanitarian principles. The analysis calls for the promotion of
projects and programs to improve the situation of the civilian population.

08.11.05
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Lectures

News from Swiss NGOs

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks Gender apartheid as an obstacle to development:
Alliance Sud and SDC Conference
Ten years on from the UN women’s conference in Beijing, the number of women
afflicted by poverty is still rising. Against this backdrop, Alliance Sud and the
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) organized an internatio-
nal Conference for local and foreign women experts in mid-November in Berne.
Apart from the difficulties and setbacks, it also recognized that some progress
had been made. For instance, in over 80 countries today, women are more strong-
ly represented in political institutions than in 1995. Forty-five countries have en-
acted laws to curb domestic violence. Director of the United Nations Develop-
ment Fund for Women (UNIFEM) Noyleen Heyzer called for them to be speedily
implemented. This ought not to take a generation, Heyzer stressed.

Federal Councilor Micheline Calmy-Rey said that by 2007 Switzerland intended
to implement a package of development cooperation measures to promote gen-
der equality. She promised that Swiss development cooperation would step up
initiatives in its priority countries to combat trafficking in women and genital
mutilation. 15.11.05

Problematic implementation of the Beijing Action Platform

Ten years ago the UN World Women’s Conference held in Beijing under the
theme „Equality, development and peace“ adopted an Action Plan on gen-
der equality. It recognized that poverty was affecting mainly women, and
underscored the pivotal role played by women in social development. Under
the guiding theme „Women’s rights are human rights“ it approved a com-
prehensive set of measures for full political, economic and social equality for
women. Yet since then the number of women living in poverty and in preca-
rious employment has risen worldwide, as have violence against women
and trafficking in women. In addition, women in poorer regions are those
most affected by climate change, and diseases such as Aids are increasingly
taking on a feminine face.

„1000 PeaceWomen Across the Globe“
A project entitled „1000 PeaceWomen across the Globe“ will be launched next
year as a follow-up to the „1000 Women for the Nobel Peace Prize 2005“ initia-
tive. The project will have an international managing committee and a secreta-
riat in Berne, and will be devoted to networking. The 1000 peace women are to
be networked via an interactive Internet platform. It is further planned that
through regional conferences the women will draw up peace visions for their
respective regions, subsequently to be transmitted to the United Nations. Lastly,
the strategies, networking activities and the context in which these women

Further information:

Alliance Sud

Pepo Hofstetter
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Website

„1000 Women for

the Nobel Peace Prize

2005“

http://www.alliancesud.ch/deutsch/pagesnav/framesE4.htm?T&T_EkGr.htm
mailto:pepo.hofstetter@alliancesud.ch
http://www.alliancesud.ch/deutsch/pagesnav/framesE4.htm?T&T_EkGr.htm
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„1000 PeaceWomen

Across the Globe“

Scalo/Kontrast Verlag Zürich

2200 pages

800 b/w photographs

price: 58.00 CHF
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Flyer

Position paper

Further information:

„1000 Women for the

Nobel Peace Prize 2005“

Maren Haartje

operate are to be the subject of further academic research. The report of the first
academic analysis will be available at the end of this year.

The 2005 Nobel Peace Prize went to the International Atomic Energy Agency
IAEA and its director Mohammed ElBaradei, „for their efforts to prevent nuclear
energy from being used for military purposes and to ensure that nuclear energy
for peaceful purposes is used in the safest possible way“. The team behind the
„1000 Women for the Nobel Peace Prize 2005“ was disappointed that his pro-
ject had not been considered: „It would have been a unique opportunity to pay
tribute to the worldwide activities of women for peace and justice“, said project
manager Maren Haartje. The peace work of 36 of the nominated women from
the anti-nuclear movement shows up the seamy side of the „peaceful pur-
poses“ honored by the Nobel Prize“: The women in the Pacific region for examp-
le are fighting to prevent the disposal of the atomic waste generated by those
„peaceful purposes“ in their region, said Haartje.

Still, the team is proud that the project has achieved the goal of making the
women visible. The book entitled „1000 Peace Women across the Globe“ con-
tains a portrait of all the women. An exhibition of the same name was success-
fully mounted in Zurich and is now on a world tour. 25.11.05

Discussion of a national human rights institution
for Switzerland
The Working Group for the creation of a Swiss human rights institution has pro-
duced a flyer and a position paper setting out its objectives and giving fresh
impetus to the discussions. The human rights institution would be expected to
better safeguard human rights in Switzerland on the one hand, and strengthen
the UN human rights system on the other. Amongst other things, the institution is
expected to draw up recommendations, encourage the ratification of agreements,
assist in preparing reports on the implementation of agreements in individual
countries, and to support education and research programs. The Working Group’s
intention is for the new institution to be guided by the UN „Paris Principles“,
whereby national human rights institutions are independent of the government
and have a legal basis as well as sufficient funding.

The Working Group on creation of a Swiss human rights institution com-
prises the non-governmental organizations Amnesty International Swiss Sec-
tion, Alliance Sud, Bern Declaration, Human Rights Switzerland, Society for
Threatened Peoples, Swiss Refugee Aid, Swiss National Commission Justitia
Et Pax and the Swiss Workers’ Relief Agency.

Further information:

„Verein Menschenrechte

Schweiz“ (MERS)

http://www.humanrights.ch/cms/upload/pdf/050920_ag_mri_kurz_d.pdf
http://www.humanrights.ch/cms/upload/pdf/050920_ag_mri_lang_d.pdf
mailto:maren.haartje@swisspeace.ch
mailto:info@humanrights.ch
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Further information:

Peace Watch Switzerland

Lotti Buser

SDC-Information

Peace Watch Switzerland
seeks volunteers for 2006 assignment
Peace Watch Switzerland is looking for volunteer observers from Switzerland for
two or three-month project assignments next year in Mexico, Guatemala and
Palestine/Israel. Peace Watch Switzerland recruits and trains the observers be-
fore sending them to project areas. The international presence aims to accompa-
ny village communities and thus help avert violent attacks on the civilian popu-
lation. Depending on the project location and place of assignment, the observers
make regular rounds through villages, accompany villagers on their way to work,
or look after children. 20.11.05

Peace Watch Switzerland

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks

News from Swiss Government Agencies

Annual Conference on Swiss Cooperation with Eastern
Europe: Switzerland supports reforms in Ukraine
Switzerland wishes to support Ukraine in its rapprochement with European insti-
tutions, Federal Councilor Micheline Calmy-Rey said at the 10th annual confe-
rence on Swiss Cooperation with Eastern Europe in Lugano. The Foreign Minister
stressed that the enforcement of constitutional principles and the improvement
of overall economic conditions were crucial prerequisites for stable development
in Ukraine. To that end, it needed outside support.

The Director of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) Walter
Fust, and Ambassador Oscar Knapp, responsible for Trade Agreements in the
State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (seco), underlined the high quality of Swiss
cooperation with Eastern Europe, and that this was recognized and appreciated
by partner countries. SDC and seco have been supporting the reform of the
system in Ukraine since the mid-1990s with 8-9 million Swiss francs annually.
Important SDC fields of activity are judicial reform, sustainable natural resources
management and the empowerment of civil society. For seco, the emphasis is
on promoting the private sector, in particular support and funding for small and
medium-size enterprises, as well as the strengthening of corporate governance
in enterprises and in the banking sector. In addition, seco participates in projects
by the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 11.11.05

mailto:info@peacewatch.ch
http://www.deza.admin.ch/news.php?lID=6&userhash=35554855&newsID=3973
http://www.peacewatch.ch/public/frameset.aspx?cat=1&lang=DE
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of the Stability Pact

 LinksLinksLinksLinksLinks Summit of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe:
Balkans draw closer to EU
South Eastern Europe is growing more stable and its political outlook is impro-
ving. The region drew markedly closer to the European Union (EU) and NATO in
2005. It was with this finding that the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe
ended its 2-day summit held in Prague on 15-16 November. In 2005 the EU
opened formal admission talks with Croatia and Turkey, whilst Macedonia offi-
cially became candidate country. The EU recently entered into stabilization and
association agreements with Serbia and Montenegro – with the prospect of
similar agreements with Bosnia and Herzegovina as well.

Attending the Prague meeting were delegations from over 80 countries and
institutions, in addition to the representatives South Eastern Europe. The Stability
Pact for South Eastern Europe was created in 1999 to help foster long-term
stabilization and consolidate peace in the Balkans. Switzerland has been a mem-
ber since 2000 and supports various projects. 16.11.05

Berghof-Center
Berghof presents a new article in its „Concepts and Cross-Cutting Challenges“
section: „Conflict, Social Change and Conflict Resolution. An Enquiry“.

Conciliation Resources
In     January 2006,,,,, CR will publish Accord Issue No.17, „The limits of leadership:
elites and societies in the Nagorny Karabakh peace process“.

FriEnt
The latest FriEnt Newsletter reports on a meeting of FriEnt Contact Points that
discussed new topics and challenges. Another topic is technical discussions with
eight non-governmental organisations from the South, reporting on their expe-
riences in conflict transformation and their expectations of foreign actors.

GTZ
The GTZ crisis prevention and conflict transformation program has published a
new study entitled „Dezentralisierung und Konflikte“.

Responding to Conflict
RTC announces the appointment of Gopal Rao to be the new Director of
Responding to Conflict.

RTC also announces threee courses scheduled for 2006: „Working with Con-
flict“ (April 24 – June 30), „Strengthening Policy and Practice“ (July 17–21),
„Certificate in Conflict Resolution Skills“ (September 2006).

International Partner Organizations

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this section, KOFF is

reporting on news from

ten international partner

organizations.

 

Berghof-Center

Conciliation Resources

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

(ECCP)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

Responding to Conflict

Securing Peace in Crisis

Environments

(SPICE/gtz)

UNIFEM

InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

http://www.stabilitypact.org/rt/
http://www.berghof-handbook.net/articles/mitchell_handbook.pdf
http://www.c-r.org/accord/nk/index.shtml#top
http://www.c-r.org/accord/nk/index.shtml#top
http://www.frient.de/downloads/frient_impulse_1105.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/43/GTZ_Dezentral&Conflict.pdf
http://www.respond.org/training.asp
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.respond.org/
http://www2.gtz.de/spice/
http://www.unifem.org/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/43/RTC.pdf
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This section lists several

events on the KOFF

calendar and on those of

KOFF member organi-

zations. Other pointers

to events and training

courses are available

through the KOFF-

Infomarket.

The Swiss Peace Council will be holding its anniversary event on „Switzerland’s
role in the reform and future of the UN“ on December 2 in Berne.

The wisdonna center for migrant women run by the Christian Peace Service
(cfd) will be organizing an event on „Domestic violence and migration“ on
December 14 in Berne.

 Orientation evenings will be held on January 18 in Berne and on January 24 in
Zurich on the Annual course given by the Swiss Ecumenical Peace Programme
(SOEF).

 On December 20 the DFA’s Political Division IV and SDC-COPRET will be pre-
senting the Human Security Report 2005 to a broad audience in Berne in the
presence of its author Andrew Mack.

The first KOFF Gender Roundtable in the new year will be held on January 19
on „Gender-specific trauma work with female survivors of war violence. The
example of medica mondiale in Kosovo“.

Publications

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

„Humanitarian Challen-

ges“. Caritas-Verlag

Luzern. 2005.
The study is 160 pages
long and can be obtained
in German, English or
French  from Caritas
Switzerland  at a cost
of 25 francs
(info@caritas.ch).

Caritas study on policy conflicts in humanitarian aid
The challenges to humanitarian aid have taken on new currency in the wake of
the tsunami disaster and now call for critical discussion inputs. The book entitled
„Hilfe in Not“ presented by Caritas in mid-November addresses current deve-
lopments and the changed environment in which humanitarian aid takes place.
It turns the spotlight on new challenges such as conflict sensitivity, terrorism,
cooperation between civil society and army, or instrumentalization by politicians.

The humanitarian imperative is for assistance to be provided during crises and
disasters to save life and relieve human suffering. In principle it should be non-
partisan and non-political. The new Caritas study discusses the imperative and
principles against the backdrop of the many forces and interests currently impac-
ting humanitarian aid and of the complex environment in which it takes place.

The study is expected to contribute to the taking of sustainable decisions in
difficult and tense humanitarian situations. In that regard Caritas lays out goals
and prerequisites for its humanitarian commitments as well as the main deci-
sion-making factors and action principles. The principle of proportionality takes
on crucial meaning here.

Elsewhere in the study Caritas formulates its position on current humanitarian
aid issues as well as expectations and demands vis-à-vis politicians and admi-
nistrators.

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.friedensrat.ch/jubiaufruf1.html
http://www.cfd-ch.org/veranst5.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/40/soef.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/43/eventPAIVDeza.pdf
mailto:info@caritas.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/GenderRT190106.pdf
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Guidelines for gender-based violence interventions in
humanitarian settings
Developed by a coalition of United Nations agencies, academic institutions, and
local and international NGOs, these guidelines are the latest step in an interna-
tional effort to effectively prevent and respond to gender-based violence in emer-
gencies. They discuss and summarize a range of activities to be undertaken by a
variety of actors working in different sectors of emergencies. These activities
highlight and include: putting women in charge of emergency food distribution to
minimize the risk of sexual exploitation and abuse; working with displaced com-
munities to make sure women are not vulnerable to attack on their way to
latrines or to collect fuel wood; and providing medical care and psychological
support for victims of sexual violence. While the reader will find a comprehen-
sive overview of the features of gender-based violence, the breakdown into
different sectors makes the guidelines practical and user-friendly.

„Guidelines for Gender-

based Violence Interventi-

ons in Humanitarian

Settings - Focusing on

Prevention of and

Response to Sexual

Violence in Emergencies“

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

People building Peace
A blogging website, a virtual meeting space amd an essential information sour-
ce for peacebuilders across the world: you will find all three in one at this web
page. The website was launched shortly before the international conference on
„Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict“ held in New York in
mid-July. Since then, it has served as a collaborative workspace for peacebuil-
ders all over the world. There is copious information on the main themes of the
conference, such as civil society networks, early warning and gender perspec-
tives, and links to the relevant documents, reports and organisations.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Website „People

building Peace“

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

Web tip
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