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As the Chatham House

Rule was applied at

the session in London,

there are no references

to specific

organizations and

speakers in this

article.

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann

Article on the peace talks

in Geneva in this

newsletter issue

National Peace

Council

PAFFREL

Eastern University

Sri Lanka

Samadana/m

KOFF-website

on Sri Lanka

Informal Sri Lanka Roundtable
on the occasion of the peace talks in Geneva
A day after the talks between the Tamil Tigers (LTTE) and the government of Sri
Lanka, four representatives of Sri Lankan civil society were guests at the Center
for Peacebuilding (KOFF): Jehan Perera, Executive Director of the National Peace
Council, Kingsley Rodrigo, Chairman of the fair elections organization PAFFREL,
T. Jayasingam, Senior Lecturer from the Eastern University, and Muhammed
Muzzammil Cader, Moderator from Samadana/m.

They discussed the latest developments with Swiss NGOs, members of the Sri
Lankan diaspora, academics, and administration and aid agencies working in Sri
Lanka, focusing on the international community’s peace-building role.

Perera began by analyzing the considerable positive impact of international ac-
tors like Norway as facilitator and Switzerland as host country, directly or indi-
rectly influencing the agenda of the talks and the wider peace-building process.
Jayasingam reflected on everyday life after the Tsunami and the lack of any
„peace dividend“. Rodrigo spoke of the role of religious leaders in peace-buil-
ding and Muzzammil Cader analyzed the grievances of Muslims and discussed
the need to include them in the talks as a separate delegation.

The discussion which followed ranged from Tamil and governmental paramilita-
ries to the need for coherence among donors and aid agencies, the need for a
vibrant peace moment, and international civil society’s potential for construc-
tively influencing peace-building in Sri Lanka. 24.02.06

KOFF participates in „Chatham House“ session
of the International Working Group on Sri Lanka

In mid-February KOFF attended a „Chatham House“ meeting of the Interna-
tional Working Group on Sri Lanka in London. Also present at the meeting
were over 30 representatives of national and international non-governmen-
tal and semi-governmental organizations, academics, and donor agencies.
They discussed the current political situation in Sri Lanka and possible entry-
points for a road map. There was a shared recognition of that diplomatic
initiatives and development cooperation should be complementary with dif-
ferent countries playing different roles at different levels of engagement. This
was considered crucial in order to enhance a coherent peace-building strate-
gy for Sri Lanka and to constructively support Norway’s role as facilitator. This
meeting helped creating the space and momentum for an exchange of crea-
tive and practical ideas on development and presentation of policy options.
These ideas should be further elaborated in a series of future roundtable
discussions.

mailto:reimann@swisspeace.ch
http://www.peace-srilanka.org/main.html
http://www.peace-srilanka.org/main.html
http://www.paffrel.lk/
http://www.esn.ac.lk/
http://www.esn.ac.lk/
http://www.samadana-m.org/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_srilanka.htm
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/index.php?id=14
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  L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks Discussion on the future of alternatives to military service
At the suggestion of the „Group for Switzerland without an Army“ (GSoA, a
KOFF member organization) KOFF organized a round of discussions on „Explo-
ring new ventures in alternative service – prospectives for conflict prevention
and transformation in Switzerland and abroad“ at the end of February. Partici-
pants included representatives of non-governmental organizations, government
agencies and the political sphere. Representatives of the GSoA, the Swiss Ecu-
menical Peace Programme (SOEF) and the „Zentralstelle Zivildienst“ each gave
a brief exposé. The focus was on opportunities for training and deployment in
civil peace-building as an alternative to military service, and increased deploy-
ment abroad.

The discussion touched on possible reforms for the purpose of making the alter-
natives to military service better known and more attractive. All participants
agreed that in the short-to-medium term  peace work in Switzerland should be
the main focus. In the long term non-military forms of national service must
become a genuine alternative, for example  voluntary community service  open
to women and older men as well as to those liable for military service. The
meeting was told that the reforms and the development of alternatives to mili-
tary service will only be possible if there is the political will and financing.

Fewer candidates for civilian service

Since the Army Reform 21 program the number of persons opting for a civi-
lian form of national service has been in decline. There are easier and more
attractive ways to escape. Moreover, young men lack information about civi-
lian service alternatives, which they often confuse with civil defense. The
„Zentralstelle Zivildienst“ is prohibited from advertising on its own behalf.

The average age of those opting for alternative service is falling, whereas
the requirements are more and more demanding, particular in the area of
development cooperation. Service abroad is rarely authorized. Furthermore
candidates still have to establish valid reasons for dispensation from military
service, and the period required for civilian as opposed to military service is
one and a half times as long. 23.02.06

Further information:

KOFF Jonathan Sisson

„Zentralstelle

Zivildienst“

GSoA

SOEF
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See also PBI article

on Nepal in this

newsletter issue

South Asian Alliance

for Poverty Eradication

NGO Federation of Nepal

Informal meeting on the latest developments in Nepal
Arjun Karki, President of the NGO Federation of Nepal, and Mingma Bomzan,
Human Rights  officer of the South Asian Alliance for Poverty Eradication – Kath-
mandu, visited Switzerland in February at the invitation of Political Affairs Divisi-
on IV (PD IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs. During the visit KOFF
organized an informal meeting with Swiss non-governmental organizations
(NGOs), to discuss the latest developments in Nepal.

Much of the discussion concerned the latest wave of arrests, which took place
on February 19 and involved around 400 members of Nepalese civil society, and
the extremely difficult political conditions for local NGOs. Mingma Bomzan made

mailto:jonathan.sisson@swisspeace.ch
http://www.zivil-dienst.ch/index.html
http://www.zivil-dienst.ch/index.html
http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://soef.heks.ch
http://www.saape.org.np/
http://www.saape.org.np/
http://www.ngofederation.org/
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Further information:

KOFF Anita Müller
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The French daily „Le

Monde“ devoted an article

to the Swiss initiative for

a more efficient way to

return the proceeds of

corruption in its edition of

February 16 under the

heading „l’ Argent des

dictateurs: La Suisse vide

ses coffres“.

it clear that in addition to the widespread human rights violations, the economic,
social and cultural rights of the Nepalese have been seriously undermined. She
also spoke of the many internally displaced persons, the absence of men in the
villages and the fact that as a result of the conflict, women and children have
great difficulty in satisfying their basic needs. Günther Baechler, PD IV’s Peace-
building Advisor for Nepal, analysed the current balance of power and in that
context outlined the potential and the challenges likely to face external conflict
transformation actors in the near future. 13.02.06

Roundtable on the restitution of „assets held by foreign
politically exposed persons“ to Angola
In mid-February KOFF invited representatives of Swiss governmental and non-
governmental organizations to a roundtable to discuss the past Swiss govern-
ment negotiations with Angola for the restitution of Angolan assets previously
frozen by the Geneva courts. A second topic of discussion was the planned
restitution „in situ“ in the form of humanitarian aid under the joint management
of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and the govern-
ment of Angola. Participants looked at the opportunities and risks involved in this
new form of restitution of  assets of „politically exposed persons“ to the country
of origin. With this roundtable focusing on the case of Angola, KOFF took up a
key topic for Switzerland as a financial centre and for international anticorruption
efforts.

Since the roundtable was hold under Chatham House  Rule, no specific reference
is made in this article on participant organizations and speakers. 17.02.06

KOFF 2006 training courses
KOFF has prepared a four-part series of training courses on selected topics in the
area of civilian peacebuilding for the current year. The course on „Do no Harm“
scheduled for June 26-27 will teach participants how this important instrument
for conflict sensitive work can help them to better assess possible negative and
positive effects which their daily project efforts can have on the conflict context
and how to develop alternative options. For July 3-4 KOFF has organized an
introduction to Dialogue Facilitation. This two-day workshop gives an overview
of the methodology of preparing, organizing and facilitating effec-tively dialogues
between individuals and groups belonging to conflicting parties. The third KOFF
training session, which takes place on September 6-7 deals with „Reconciliation
in Post-Conflict Societies: Opportunities and Challenges for External Actors“. The
opportunities and challenges will be identified with the help of case studies.
Finally on October 9-10 there will be a training in conflict analysis with an over-
view of different tools of participatory conflict analysis. Selected tools will be
applied to a concrete case study. An organizational-specific strategy based on
the previous conflict analysis will be developed.

Further information:

KOFF Lisa Rimli

More information

on the KOFF

training courses

NADEL

  L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks

PD IV-website on

Human Security

mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/45/LeMondeSuissedictateurs16206.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/45/LeMondeSuissedictateurs16206.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/45/LeMondeSuissedictateurs16206.pdf
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/index.php?id=14
mailto:lisa.rimli@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/45/KOFFTrainings%202006.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/content/eda/g/home/foreign/humsec.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/45/KOFFTrainings%202006.pdf
http://www.nadel.ethz.ch/
http://www.eda.admin.ch/content/eda/g/home/foreign/humsec.html
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KOFF is also linking up with the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology of Zurich
(NADEL, Postgraduate Course on Developing Countries) to offer a course on
„peacebuilding in international cooperation“ May 15-19. 01.03.06

FAST International reactivates networks in the Balkans
while developing others in the south Caucasus
FAST International, the early warning project, reactivated its Balkans network at
the end of January. This means that as well as the existing local information
networks in Kosovo and Macedonia there will be renewed efforts to develop
equivalent systems in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Serbia-Montenegro. In the mean-
time, the network in the south Caucasus has been completed. Information is
now being collected in Georgia as well as in Armenia and Azerbaijan. Data from
the disputed Nagorno-Karabach region will also be included, taking the Arme-
nian and Azerbaijani points of view into account. FAST International monitors
conflicts in Europe, Africa and Asia making use of reports on conflict- and peace-
related events from observers in the field. 30.01.06

Further information:

KOFF Anita Müller
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FAST International

Security sector reform and the role of external actors
Since the late 1990s security sector reform (SSR) has become one of the
main focuses of foreign and development policy, as well as of security
policy in the broadest sense, for the Western donor countries including
Switzerland. The SSR concept has also permeated the peace, develop-
ment and security policy cooperation programs of international organi-
zations, as well as those of many transnational actors. Behind this incre-
asing concern is the knowledge that an unreformed security sector
continues to represent a real obstacle to the sustainable promotion of
peace, democracy and development.

In a very general way one could say that the security sector is the bedrock of the
State sector, bearing in mind that the State’s responsibility for internal and exter-
nal security has endowed it with a legal monopoly of violence. The security
sector logically includes, at one level, the entire State security apparatus, begin-
ning of course with the military but also extending to all para- and non-military
forces including the various police forces, border guards, intelligence services,
special forces, national guard units, and so on. The organs of criminal justice and
penal correction are also normally considered as part of the security sector. At
another level one must not forget the various State organs involved in the admi-
nistration and control of the security apparatus. As well as the government of the
day, these include the various ministries, parliament and its security-related com-
mittees, the judicial authorities and other special supervisory bodies such as
ombudsmen and national human rights commissions.

Security System Reform

and Governance

DAC Guidelines. Paris.

OECD DAC 2005.

Heiner Hänggi. „Sicher-

heitssektorreform (SSR)

– Konzept und Kontex-

te“. S+F 3/2005.

p. 119-125.

Alan Bryden/Heiner

Hänggi (eds.) 

Reform and

Reconstruction of the

Security Sector.

Munster: LIT Verlag.

2004.

mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/content/eda/g/home/foreign/humsec.html
www.oecd.org/dac/conflict/ssr
www.oecd.org/dac/conflict/ssr
http://www.nomos.de/nomos/d/recherche/zs_rech//action.lasso?-database=pin_zeitschrift.fp3&-layout=internet&-response=/nomos/d/recherche/zs_rech/zs_ivz_det.lasso&pinzs_zsjg="23"&pinzs_ausgabenr="3"&pinzs_zeitschrift_kuerz="SuF"&-sortfield=pinzs_aufsvon&-sortorder=ascending&-search
http://www.nomos.de/nomos/d/recherche/zs_rech//action.lasso?-database=pin_zeitschrift.fp3&-layout=internet&-response=/nomos/d/recherche/zs_rech/zs_ivz_det.lasso&pinzs_zsjg="23"&pinzs_ausgabenr="3"&pinzs_zeitschrift_kuerz="SuF"&-sortfield=pinzs_aufsvon&-sortorder=ascending&-search
http://www.nomos.de/nomos/d/recherche/zs_rech//action.lasso?-database=pin_zeitschrift.fp3&-layout=internet&-response=/nomos/d/recherche/zs_rech/zs_ivz_det.lasso&pinzs_zsjg="23"&pinzs_ausgabenr="3"&pinzs_zeitschrift_kuerz="SuF"&-sortfield=pinzs_aufsvon&-sortorder=ascending&-search
http://www.dcaf.ch/publications/bm_ssr_yearbook2004.cfm?nav1=4&nav2=2
http://www.dcaf.ch/publications/bm_ssr_yearbook2004.cfm?nav1=4&nav2=2
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This concept defines security in a way that extends well beyond the traditional
view of security as being primarily an affair of the military and which is based on
the principle of democratic rule. The concept is however time limited to State
institutions and in that sense is less relevant to weak, fragile or failing States.

It is for this reason that the literature prefers a broader concept of the security
sector, one that includes non-State actors as part of the security sector at the
level of violence and control. These actors vary from guerrilla forces to armies of
liberation, irregular paramilitary forces, the private armies of warlords, private
military and security firms and units of foreign forces which might be either
occupation forces or multinational peacekeeping forces. This concept also tends
to include such civil society actors as non-governmental organizations, the me-
dia, research institutes and private firms in the security sector.

All-embracing concept for a smoother functioning security sector

The basic reason for security sector reform is the inability of the sector in its
present state to efficiently and effectively guarantee internal and external secu-
rity, and the fact that it can itself be a cause of insecurity and violent conflict.
Other reasons behind the need for reform include the lack of civil leadership and
democratic control. The aim of the reform is thus to develop security forces that
are more efficient and effective, transparent and responsible, at the same time
consolidating and strengthening the principles of democratic control in the secu-
rity sector or, failing that, ensuring responsible government leadership.

It amounts to an all-embracing approach to the question of security sector reform
in both the functional and normative sense. In the first place it provides a frame-
work for the integration of partial reforms of the military, police and judicial
systems, which in most cases have been carried out separately in the past. In
the second place it links all measures aimed at increasing the efficiency and
effectiveness of the security sector to the fundamental principle of democratic
rule. SSR measures limited to the modernization and professionalisation of the
armed forces and security forces which do not at the same time ensure civil and
democratic control of these forces, thus fail to meet some of the key require-
ments of this SSR concept. These linked objectives amount to a tremendous
challenge to developing countries and those in transition interested in the reform
process. The challenge is greater still for war-torn societies, in which an SSR
program must also help to come to terms with the aftermath of a violent conflict.

International actors

The initial impetus for SSR programs usually comes from external actors, which
also usually provide most of the necessary financing and the expertise. The most
important of these international actors are the organizations concerned with
development policy such as the Organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD/DAC), the UN Development Programme UNDP (BCPR, BDP)
and to a lesser extent also the World Bank. Other key players are organizations
whose overriding concern is the promotion of democracy, such as the Council of
Europe (in particular the Parliamentary Assembly, and other bodies that are mainly
interested in security policy, including the  UNDPKO, the OSCE, NATO/EAPC and
increasingly the European Union (EU) in the context of GASP/ESVP. The EU and
the UN (the latter mainly through the Peacebuilding Commission) are likely to

Security Sector Reform

and Post-Conflict

Peacebuilding.

See  article in this

newsletter issue

DCAF

GFN-SSR

http://www.oecd.org/document/33/0,2340,en_2649_34567_33800289_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.undp.org/bcpr/jssr/index.htm
http://www.un.org/Depts/dpko/dpko/index.asp
http://www.osce.org/
http://www.nato.int/issues/eapc/index.html
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/www/de/europa/eu_aussenpolitik/gasp/index_html
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/45/BookAnouncement.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/45/BookAnouncement.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/45/BookAnouncement.pdf
http://www.gfn-ssr.org
http://www.dcaf.ch
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PBI in Nepal

become the main actors in the security sector reform process in future, given the
scope of their respective mandates and on-going efforts to develop the concept.
Regional actors such as the OSCE and NATO can be expected to occupy impor-
tant niches, as will the Council of Europe.

Switzerland’s interactions with international actors in the field of SSR mainly
involve the OECD for development policy (SDC, PD IV) the OSCE at the level of
security policy, and NATO in relation to the Partnership for Peace (DSP, IB V, ZISP).

Dissimilar conditions on the ground mean unequal chances of success

Although the initiative for security sector reform programs mainly comes from
the outside, it must not be overlooked that sustainable success in such a com-
plex and sensitive area ultimately depends on local involvement, and adapta-
tion to local conditions. The conditions are relatively good in stable developing
countries, where with the help of elections or some other form of peaceful tran-
sition of power a process of democratization can begin. The same can be said of
post-authoritarian countries in transition, which seek membership in regional
organizations that set democracy as an entry requirement. Nor can it be said that
the situation is bad in post-conflict States, where multinational peace missions
are helping to create the conditions necessary for reconstruction, and local ac-
tors show signs of a certain readiness for reform. On the other hand the likeli-
hood of success with SSR activities in countries caught up in armed conflict or at
the beginning of a conflict transformation process are fairly slim, and the same
can be said of States with authoritarian leaders and illiberal democracies and
elites that resist reform.

This Focus article was

submitted by Heiner

Hänggi, Assistant Director

and Head of Research at

the Geneva Centre for the

Democratic Control of

Armed Forces (DCAF). This

Centre was founded by the

Swiss federal government

in the year 2000 with the

aim of improving demo-

cratic and civil control of

organizations in the

security sectors.

Further information:

DCAF Heiner Hänggi

Current PBI projects in DRC and Nepal
In October 2005 Peace Brigades International (PBI) launched a two-year project
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) intended to improve security for
the staff of non-governmental organizations as well as for internally displaced
persons. Modeled on the training sessions first organized in Bukavu and Goma
in 2004, the latest courses on security questions have already taken place in a
number of regions, coordinated by a new office. According to PBI, the peace
process in DRC is still quite fragile.  In human terms, the conflict, in which access
to the country’s enormous wealth of mineral resources played a decisive role,
caused the death of hundreds daily.

In Nepal, after an initial voluntary training course in December 2005, PBI is pre-
paring to send its first team into the field. But before doing so,the project needs
to be put on a solid financial footing and the volunteers need to get official
residence status. Security workshops with about a hundred  participants have
already been organized in collaboration with the International Commission of
Jurists. In the wake of the government’s ban on political demonstrations, PBI has
noted an increasing number of arrests of civil activists in Nepal, particularly at
the local community level. Many others have gone underground. 08.02.06

Further information:

PBI Christa Dold

http://www.peacebrigades.ch/nepal.htm
http://www.deza.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/content/eda/g/home/foreign/humsec.html
mailto:h.haenggi@dcaf.ch
mailto:christa.dold@peacebrigades.ch
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Position in Berne

Position in

Bangladesh

Further information

on projects and vacant

positions. Applications

can be submitted up to

March 5 to

Hilmar Stetter
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New SOEF-website

Further information:

Intercooperation

Pascal Arnold

Intercooperation: new project plans for local governance
Intercooperation is currently operating 15 programs dealing with decentralization
and local governance, both in countries in transition such as Bosnia, Serbia and
Albania and in developing countries like Bangladesh, India, Bolivia and Mada-
gascar. Many of these programs must address the specific challenges found in
war-torn societies. Most are aimed at local government institutions, providing
support for the local authorities of cities and smaller communities. Areas of inte-
rest include good governance, local development, greater transparency, respon-
sibility and effectiveness as well as the development of public services. Other
important aspects of the programs are the involvement of civil society and re-
gional cooperation.

Intercooperation is looking to fill a number of positions in connection with pro-
grams on local governance and support for civil society in the months ahead.
This is partly due to reappointments (for example in Bosnia and Serbia) but also
involves the possibility of new projects (in Kosovo). 21.02.06

SOEF course on peace work abroad
The Swiss Ecumenical Peace Programme (SOEF) is to offer a new course on
Peacebuilding Abroad in Basel, Lucerne and Bad Schönbrunn, between Septem-
ber 2006 and March 2007. It is aimed at development cooperation specialists
who work abroad, whether for aid projects, for efforts on behalf of peace, or
„just and peaceful“ solutions to conflicts. The curriculum includes six modules,
each of which takes between three and four days, on the following topics: con-
flict management, communication, influences on conflicts, „Do no Harm“, dea-
ling with the past, and structural violence. Events providing information on the
courses are scheduled for July and August. 15.02.06

Further information:

SOEF Martin Borst

News from Swiss Government Agencies
Talks on the implementation
of the cease fire agreement Sri Lanka
After political killings, abductions and growing tension in Sri Lanka over the past
few months, the government of Sri Lanka and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) agreed, in an effort to avoid further escalation, to hold direct talks
aimed at a ceasefire agreement. Although it was difficult to find a venue accep-
table to both parties, when Switzerland consented to a request from the Norwe-
gian facilitator to host the talks, both parties to the conflict accepted this venue.
The choice of Switzerland shows that both the government of Sri Lanka and the
LTTE are convinced of its impartiality. Swiss support for the peace process in Sri
Lanka in the past has taken the form of contacts with those involved as well as
assistance with conflict transformation and human rights projects. The latest
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Statement 

Sri Lanka Talks

Speech 

by Urs Ziswiler,

Head of the Political

Dision of the DFA

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/45/ICJob1.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/45/ICJob2.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/45/ICJob2.pdf
http://www.intercooperation.ch
mailto:hstetter@intercooperation.ch
http://soef.heks.ch
mailto:Borst@heks.ch
http://odin.dep.no/ud/english/news/news/032171-990305/dok-bn.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/45/ZISfinal.pdf
mailto:parnold@intercooperation.ch
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DAC/CPDC meeting of experts in Paris
The semi-annual meeting of experts from the Conflict Prevention and Develop-
ment Cooperation (CPDC) network of the Development Assistance Committee
(DAC) was held in Paris at the beginning of February.  It provided experts from all
OECD countries with an opportunity to discuss their experiences and exchange
information.

In the context of mainstreaming efforts CPDC members prepared joint issue briefs
on essential points of conflict transformation and development cooperation. The
publication „Preventing Conflict and Building Peace: A Manual of Issues and
Entry Points“ was presented at the Paris meeting. It contains presentations of
the main issues in 6-10 pages on a variety of subjects (see box), designed to be
useful to both field and headquarters staff.

Also discussed was DAC’s up-coming prioritization effort. It is worth noting that
conflict prevention, peace-building and human rights remain important concerns
for DAC, a fact of which experts at the meeting took due note. They also discus-
sed contacts with the UN Peacebuilding Commission, as well as DAC Peer Re-
views. DAC is ready to add to the guidelines an instrument for the integration of
conflict perspectives, so that conflict questions can be regularly included in Peer
Reviews in the future. 08.02.06

CPDC

„Preventing Conflict and

Building Peace:

A Manual of Issues and

Entry Points“ with issue

briefs on subjects such

as democratization,

dialogue, institutional

change, civil society,

security systems reform,

small arms and light

weapons, equal access

to justice and the rule of

law, land and conflict,

water and conflict,

reconciliation.
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Further information:

DFA Sidonia Gabriel

episode merely serves as further confirmation of Switzerland’s traditional readi-
ness to make available its good offices and to host talks between the parties to
a conflict.

Switzerland also took care of all logistical and security arrangements for the
talks, which were facilitated by Norway. Since the parties had not met for talks in
three years it was of the utmost importance to establish an atmosphere condu-
cive to trust and constructive thinking. Media access in Geneva was limited to
the opening ceremony and a debriefing. Everything went to the full satisfaction
of Norway and the two delegations. Media coverage was excellent, particularly
in Sri Lanka where Switzerland appeared in a good light.

The main issues discussed concerned paramilitary groups and the recruitment of
child soldiers. The Norwegian facilitator described the outcome of the talks as
„beyond expectations“. The parties agreed to abstain from violence and to meet
again April 19-12 in Switzerland. On an optimistic note this can be seen as the
beginning of a process with the potential to develop into comprehensive peace
talks in the long term.

http://www.oecd.org/dac/conflict
http://www.oecd.org/dac/conflict/issuebriefs
http://www.oecd.org/dac/conflict/issuebriefs
http://www.oecd.org/dac/conflict/issuebriefs
mailto:sidonia.gabriel@eda.admin.ch
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International Partner Organizations

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this section, KOFF is

reporting on news from

nine international partner

organizations.

  

Berghof-Center

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

(ECCP)

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

SPICE/GTZ

InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo EPLO
The United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR) together with
SIPRI have launched a Pilot Project on „European Action on Small Arms and Light
Weapons and Explosive Remnants of War“. UNIDIR presented an Interim Report
of the Project as well as four background papers providing very good case stu-
dies. International Alert and Saferworld regularly publish country/regional case
studies.

FriEnt
The current FriEnt-Newsletter includes reports on the mainstreaming of conflict
sensitivity and impact assessment in the United Kingdom, as well as on a FriEnt
meeting on transitional justice. A new report on the role of non-governmental
organizations in development, humanitarian aid and conflict transformation is
under discussion.

Plattform Zivile Konfliktbearbeitung
The platform has a new web site, which for the first time includes English con-
tent. It also offers two new search possibilities: under the heading „Experts
search“ the platform shows who is dealing with a particular topic, the region,
the method and the self-conception. There are also lists of links with comments
on national, European and international situations, job lists and training opportu-
nities.

Representing Switzerland at the meeting were delegates from the Swiss
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), and Political Affairs Division
IV (PD IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA). Cristina Hoyos,
who heads the Conflict Prevention and Transformation Division (COPRET/
SDC), was elected to the CPDC executive body.

CPDC operations are mainly conducted through members working groups
known as „workstreams“. The DFA participates in the working groups that
deal with the following questions: evaluation of conflict prevention and peace-
building programs, early warning and faster collective responses, conflict trans-
formation and human rights, security systems reform (SSR). The latter is des-
tined to remain one of the most important concerns of CPDC in the foreseeable
future.

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

PD IV Raphael Nägeli

COPRET Cristina Hoyos

http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
http://www.unidir.org/html/en/home.html
http://www.sipri.org/contents/expcon/euppconfmaterials.html
http://www.unidir.org/pdf/Report-EU-23Nov05.pdf
http://www.unidir.org/html/en/EU_project_conference.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/publications/subjectb.php?sub=arms
http://www.frient.de/downloads/FriEnt_Impulse_0206.pdf
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
mailto:raphael.naegeli@eda.admin.ch
mailto:cristina.hoyos@eda.admin.ch
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Events
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This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace

building.

Other pointers to events

and training courses are

available through the

KOFF-Infomarket.

KOFF has scheduled a special Roundtable on Gender and Sri Lanka „One year
after the Tsunami“ for March 7.

A swisspeace special Roundtable on „Mediation and Facilitation as Tools of
Conflict Transformation: a Mexican case study“ will take place on March 9.

The annual meeting of NGO members of the Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF)
will take place on May 12 in Berne, and not as announced in the last KOFF
newsletter on May 19.

„Afghanistan. Is peace possible?“ an exhibition of the work of photographer
Jean-Jacques Ruchti will be open to the public March 3 - May 14 in Forum
Schlossplatz in Aarau. swisspeace is organizing a companion program: a panel
discussion on Switzerland’s peace policy will take place on March 23, followed
by another panel on International mediation in peace-building on May 4. A dra-
matic presentation on the historic travels of Annemarie Schwarzenbach will
take place on April 6 together with a narrative about the current situation by
Jean-Jacques Ruchti.

Publications
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„Security Sector Reform

and Post-Conflict

Peacebuilding“

„Security Sector Reform and Post-Conflict Peacebuilding“
This book offers analyses by an international group of academics and practitio-
ners with direct experience with security sector reform programs in different
parts of the world. The book includes a diverse mix of international scholars and
practitioners. The case studies offer the reader a useful laboratory in which com-
parisons can be made and observations tested. It will be useful to policymakers
interested in understanding the complexity of addressing security sector reform
and civil-military relations. It should appeal to military, peacekeeping, and police
forces, which are increasingly being asked to deploy in conflict zones to bring the
stability needed to build and sustain peace.

Indices, benchmarks, and indicators: planning and
evaluating human rights dialogue
This study elaborates the instrument of the institutionalized or formalized human
rights dialogue. It focuses on measuring the impact of human rights dialogue, an
area that has not yet received sufficient attention. For States conducting human
rights dialogue the study contains valuable recommendations for the planning,
design, implementation and evaluation of future dialogues.
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“Indices, benchmarks, and

indicators: planning and

evaluating human rights

dialogue“

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/gendersrilanka.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/sfs/events/fs_afgan_karte.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/45/BookAnouncement.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/45/BookAnouncement.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/45/BookAnouncement.pdf
http://www.institut-fuer-menschenrechte.de/webcom/show_shop.php/_c-488/_nr-45/i.html
http://www.institut-fuer-menschenrechte.de/webcom/show_shop.php/_c-488/_nr-45/i.html
http://www.institut-fuer-menschenrechte.de/webcom/show_shop.php/_c-488/_nr-45/i.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/Mediation090306.pdf
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„Armed Non-State Actors and Landmines“
The Geneva Call report records global occurrences of the planting of anti-person-
nel and anti-vehicle mines by non-State actors, activated by victims, vehicles or
at a distance by remote control. Around 60 NSAs have deployed landmines in 24
countries and five geographic regions: Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, and
the Middle East/North Africa. In addition to these, armed groups that were diffi-
cult to classify or identify also made frequent use of landmines in a few other
countries. Over 40 groups deployed some type of victim-activated devices. These
were both factory-made and handmade, indicating NSA involvement in both the
transfer and the production of mines.

Small arms newsletter of the Swiss Peace Council
The 16-page newsletter on small arms recently published by the Swiss Peace
Council contains up-to-date information on progress at the international level
(new marking agreement) and on „setbacks“ in Switzerland (further postpone-
ment of the revision of the law on weapons).

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

„Directory of Develop-

ment Organizations“

  InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

Web tip
„Directory of Development Organizations“
The website of the Directory of Development Organizations provides a bird’s eye
view of no less than 47,500 development organizations in 227 countries. It in-
cludes civil society organizations among which are non-governmental organiza-
tions, as well as research institutes, government agencies and organizations,
and actors from the private sector involved in development. The organizations
are listed according to regions and countries and links to their websites are
provided. Other user-friendly tools include a country index, grouping of the orga-
nizations by category, and commentaries.
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„Kleinwaffen-Newsletter“
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„Armed Non-State Actors

and Landmines. Volume I:

A Global Report Profiling

NSAs and their Use,

Acquisition, Production,

Transfer and Stockpiling of

Landmines“

Publ isherPubl isherPubl isherPubl isherPubl isher : Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) / swisspeace

AddressAddressAddressAddressAddress: Sonnenbergstrasse 17, CH - 3000 Bern 7

Tel: +41 (0)31 330 12 12; Fax: +41 (0)31 330 12 13
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• Alliance Sud • Association for the study and practice of demilitarization and non-militarisation • BAHA’I • Bethlehem
Mission Immensee • Bread for All • Brücke Le pont • Caritas Switzerland • CASIN • cfd • CIMERA • Common Cause
Switzerland • Forum for Peace Education • Geneva Call • GSoA • HEKS • Helvetas • Hirondelle Foundation • Info-Link.org
• Intercooperation • International Association for Human Values • Interteam • Media Aid • Medico International Switzerland
• mission 21  • MIVA Switzerland • Peace Brigades International • Peace Watch Switzerland • Pestalozzi Childrens’s Village
Foundation • Quaker United Nations Office • Service Civil International Switzerland • Society for Threatened Peoples
• Swissaid • Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund • Swiss League of Catholic Women • Swiss Peace Council • Swiss Red Cross • Swiss
Refugee Aid • Swiss Workers’ Relief Agency • Wartorn Societies Project (WSP) International • Women for Peace, Switzerland
• World  Vision Switzerland • Terre des Hommes Switzerland 

 

http://www.devdir.org/index.html
http://www.devdir.org/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/45/Kleinwaffen-NewsletterDez05.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/45/ReportGenevaCall.pdf
mailto:newtrim@fastwebnet.it
mailto:jakob@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org

