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International Center for

Transitional Justice:

„Gender and

Reparations in Rwanda“

 

Gender Roundtable: gender-specific dimensions of justice
„What is the gender of justice? The gender-specific dimensions of access to
justice, particularly in post-conflict Rwanda“ was the title of the 17th session of
the Gender Roundtable held at the end of April. By way of introduction, KOFF’s
Cordula Reimann pointed to two general features which add up to a major con-
tradiction. On the one hand gender relations in post-conflict Rwanda have dra-
matically changed since the genocide in 1994, given the demographic imbalan-
ce with women accounting for 70% of the population in the immediate aftermath,
the dramatic increase in households headed by a female, increased female par-
ticipation in political life, the change in the  discriminatory inheritance rule and
the growing female literacy rate. Yet Rwanda remains very much a patriarchal
society. What do these two conflicting facts mean for the female and male victims
and perpetrators of the 1994 genocide?

Guest speaker Erika Schläppi, an international human rights consultant, conside-
red the question in the context of the legacy of the Rwandan genocide: the
trauma of surviving victims, the many households headed by females, the conti-
nuing differences in the way Hutus and Tutsis perceive recent history despite the
rhetoric of unity and reconciliation, the wide scale of (domestic) sexual violence
in a very weak social fabric — all factors leading to general distrust, fear and
insecurity. As an example of the gender-specific challenges in efforts to deliver
justice, she pointed out that punishment of the wrongdoers by Gacaca tribunals
is often accompanied by social stigmatization and discrimination against the
victims. Reprisals are another frequent problem, with the difficulty of ensuring
the safety of both witnesses and victims. Women find it difficult to speak about
sexual violence because they feel their „identity as women“ is threatened.
Although sexual violence is recognized as a crime, women in particular have
little confidence in the justice system. Legal aid is scarce and affordable trans-
port is lacking. Local authorities show little political will for executing decisions
that go against their political interests. Erika Schläppi concluded that acts of
violence must be punished and victims compensated. Instead of focusing exclu-
sively on „women as victims“, an effort should be made to empower women
as agents for social change.

At the end of the event Tamara Münger, the gender focal point of Political Affairs
Division IV of the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA), provided an up-date on
the Swiss National Action Plan (NAP) in relation to UN Security Council Reso-
lution 1325. She urged Swiss NGOs to send their comments and ideas on the
first draft, so that the Swiss NAP can be as complete and inclusive as possible.

27.04.06

Sudan Roundtable on humanitarian aid in Darfur
A KOFF Roundtable on Sudan in early May addressed the question of humanita-
rian aid in Darfur. Two Swiss non-governmental organizations (NGOs) presented
their work in the region, making clear the possibilities as well as the limitations

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann
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http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/foreign/humsec/gender.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/48/Genderofjustice.ppt
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/48/RwandaExecSum.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/48/RwandaExecSum.pdf
mailto:reimann@swisspeace.ch
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Further information on

the Afghan

National Development

Strategy and on the

Afghanistan Compact

SDC Afghanistan

Helvetas Afghanistan

fo humanitarian efforts in this area of conflict. They made recommendations to
political actors and other NGOs on the basis of their experiences. The recommen-
dations included a call for stronger commitment by the international community
to the search for a political solution that will improve the situation in Darfur in the
long term. They expressed concern about further worsening of the situation and
regretted what seems a clear case of donor fatigue.

The discussion which followed concerning the principles of humanitarian aid and
the mandate focused in particular on whether or not the operational efforts of
humanitarian organizations should be linked to peace-building policy strategies,
and if so in what way. It was pointed out in this context that the different actors
should attempt to make their efforts complement each other. Also discussed
were questions concerning the legitimacy of the various actors and organiza-
tions, the role of traditional leaders, and security questions. It was agreed that a
proper assessment of the situation in Darfur could only be based on an under-
standing of the complex conditions in the Sudan as a whole.

Discussing the peace agreement signed in Abuja a few days before the Round-
table, participants raised questions about the extent to which the parties to the
negotiations truly represent the people of Sudan and what difference the agree-
ment will make to everyday life. The view was expressed that it could signal a
new beginning, but it will require support from the international community.

08.05.06

First KOFF Roundtable on Afghanistan: swiss contributions
to the peace and reconstruction process
To mark the ending of the Bonn Agreement and the launch of the new Afghanis-
tan Compact (see link), KOFF organized its first Roundtable on Afghanistan, with
the intention of creating a platform for actors in Switzerland. During the event
Susanne Schmeidl of swisspeace gave a brief description of the Afghanistan
Compact, Jean-Marc Clavel of the Swiss Agency for Development and Coopera-
tion (SDC) summed up his Agency’s involvement in Afghanistan, and Kaspar
Grossenbacher of Helvetas gave a presentation on „how to cope in an insecure
environment“.

In the ensuing discussion certain reservations were expressed as to the Bonn
Agreement’s success in achieving its objectives. Despite some promising deve-
lopments in Afghanistan, especially in the private sector, the difficulty of making
reconstruction efforts visible to the community and achieving local participation
in the reconstruction process is still a real cause for concern. Afghans who return
home are not always able or willing to cooperate in the process.

Also discussed was the ongoing security problem and the way in which it has
slowed development in certain areas, with the result that the local population is
increasingly frustrated. The involvement of international partners including Swiss
is in fact geographically limited. Being unable to make contributions on the same
scale as the leading international actors, Switzerland tends to take more of a
long-term view. Even so, Switzerland’s unflagging commitment in two areas,
governance and livelihood, can pay dividends.

Further information:

KOFF Steffen Rottler

As the Chatham House

Rule was applied at this

roundtable, there are no

references to specific

organizations and

speakers in this article.

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/48/AfghanistanRT.pdf
http://www.deza.admin.ch/index.php?langID=6&navID=21402&userhash=f23a32f042f45a86e602f00fce3d0279
http://www.helvetas.ch/wDeutsch/projects/project_countries/asia/afghanistan.asp?navtext=Asien
mailto:rottler@swisspeace.ch
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/index.php?id=14
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/index.php?id=14
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Other points raised included the importance of human rights as an issue relevant
to all fields, and the need for international actors to understand the local context
in which they operate. Especially the fact that local actors may end up competing
among each other for whatever is on offer.

This first KOFF Afghanistan Roundtable was welcomed as very useful by all
participants. The next Roundtable is scheduled for autumn. To ensure a structu-
red discussion, it will concentrate on topics specifically linked to the Afghanistan
Compact. 10.05.06

Meeting of KOFF member organizations well attended
The annual meeting of KOFF member organizations was attended by some 40
persons representing more than half of the total membership. In her report on
the year just past KOFF Program Director Anita Müller discussed the first evalua-
tion ever made of KOFF’s effectiveness as a Center for Peacebuilding, and the
2006-2008 medium-term strategy. She then focused the discussion on the objec-
tive recommended in the evaluation, namely the promotion of a process that
will enable KOFF members to develop a common strategy. Following this theme
up with reference to KOFF events relating to  the implementation of UN Security
Council Resolution 1325, and also to Southeast Europe, KOFF staffers Cordula
Reimann and Jonathan Sisson provided concrete examples of potential applica-
tions as well as areas of difficulty and questions that remain open with regard to
efforts to develop a common strategy.

The meeting also proceeded to elect new members to the KOFF Steering Com-
mittee (SteeCom). Cécile Bühlmann (cfd) was elected to replace Carmen Jud
(formerly cfd, now with the OeME Unit of the Evangelical Reformed Churches of
Bern-Jura-Solothurn) who is stepping down after four years as a dedicated Stee-
Com member. She received warm thanks for her contribution.

The second half of the meeting was devoted to a discussion on the topic „The
peace policy of Switzerland – well developed abroad, non-extant at home?“.
For a full report on this, see the focus article elsewhere in this newsletter.

12.05.06

NADEL course
on peace-building and international cooperation
KOFF in collaboration with the Postgraduate Course on Developing Countries
(NADEL) of the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology of Zurich, offered a course
on peace-building and international cooperation in mid-May, for the third time.
The course content included the most important analytical concepts of civil peace-
building and an introduction to the principal methods and instruments of „wor-
king in“ and „working on conflict“. The course was enriched by contributions to
the current discussions on strategy such as the „Reflecting on Peace Practice
Project“ (RPP) as well as by a cross-section of themes including „human rights
and peace-building“ and work with non-state violent actors.

Focus article

„Peace work in Swiss

domestic policy“

KOFF Evaluation

Report 2005

KOFF SteeCom

KOFF member-

organizations
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NADEL

RPP

Further information:

swisspeace

Susanne Schmeidl

mailto:lorenz.jakob@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/KOFFEvaluationsberichtFinal.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/KOFFEvaluationsberichtFinal.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/steering.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/members_form.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/members_form.htm
http://nadel.ethz.ch/lehre/index
http://www.cdainc.com/rpp/
mailto:schmeidl@swisspeace.ch
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Focus
Peace work in Swiss domestic policy
What is the current state of the peace policy movement in Switzerland?
What is the relationship between a convincing commitment to peace
policy abroad and an active peace policy at home? These were among
the main points discussed by the representatives of KOFF member or-
ganizations at the annual meeting in Bern. Participants pointed to some
major shortcomings in peace policy efforts on the home front and sup-
ported the idea of creating an „Alliance Pax“.

The second part of the meeting of KOFF member organizations was devoted to a
discussion of „The peace policy of Switzerland – well developed abroad, non-
extant at home?“. KOFF Program Director Anita Müller pointed out that though
this may sound provocative, it is only a question. No one doubts the success of
Switzerland’s international peace-building efforts over the past decade. And in-
deed the federal government has made the promotion of peace in the world one
of Switzerland’s foreign policy priorities. New structures and budgets were crea-
ted with the intention of putting peace work on a more professional footing.
Many of the main concerns of human rights and peace organizations have thus
been fully embraced by official Switzerland. On the domestic front on the other
hand there is little airing of peace policy issues, and according to Anita Müller
debates on related topics are few and far between. She raised additional ques-
tions: might not Switzerland’s international peace-building efforts be more effec-
tive, coherent and credible if peace policy issues were more frequently discus-
sed in Switzerland itself? And if so what role do KOFF member organizations
think they might play?

Lobbying for peace

Peter Hug, the secretary responsible for the Swiss Social Democratic Parliamen-
tary Party’s peace policy, foreign policy and security policy, answered the questi-
on to which the debate was dedicated with a clear „yes“. In his view the main

PD IV / DFA

„Human Security“

cfd

Alliance Sud

Swiss Peace

Council

KOFF member

organizations

Paper of the Swiss Social

Democratic Party on

peace and security

policy among other

things
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In part one of the course, following an introduction to various actors, instruments
and current peace-building themes, questions relating to „working on conflict“
were discussed. The focus was on conflict analysis, learned and applied with the
help of real-life case histories and various instruments.

The second part of the NADEL course took a general look at conflict sensitive
approaches and instruments relevant to „working in conflict“. The content fo-
cused on learning the „Do no Harm“ approach with concrete applications, tou-
ching at the same time on „Peace and Conflict Impact Assessment“ (PCIA).

Rounding off the five-day course was a day-long forum on „development coope-
ration with fragile states“ with contributions from national and international ex-
perts. As well as by participants in the NADEL course the forum was attended by
over 40 representatives of non-governmental organizations, universities and the
Federal Administration. 19.05.06

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann

http://www.eda.admin.ch/content/eda/e/home/foreign/humsec.html
http://www.cfd-ch.org/
http://www.alliancesud.ch
http://www.friedensrat.ch
http://www.friedensrat.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/members_form.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/members_form.htm
http://al.sp-ps.ch/data/Parteitag-Congres/2006-09_Sursee/2006-05-26_Sursee_Wahlplattform_d.pdf
mailto:reimann@swisspeace.ch
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problem is the lack of a political dimension in the „modus operandi“ of the most
important non-governmental organizations (NGOs). According to his diagnosis
these do excellent work in the field but neglect relations with parliament and
when it comes to policy questions they seldom try to involve the public, which
indeed does show an interest in peace policy matters. The most prominent actors
in pacifist circles moreover are still using the same stereotyped arguments based
on a deeply rooted distrust in government action, 17 years after the end of the
cold war. In his view there is an urgent need instead for them to begin participa-
ting in the international discussion on civil-military cooperation. Finally, he feels
the otherwise excellent peace-building policy of the Political Affairs Division IV
(PD IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, the Swiss Agency for Deve-
lopment and Cooperation (SDC) and certain sections of Federal Department of
Defense, Civil Protection and Sports has shown its limitations in cases when it
lacks the support of powerful civil society or academic institutions. Hug invited
the NGOs to join together to create an „Alliance Pax“ on the model of the
„Alliance Sud“ of the development organizations and to launch concrete cam-
paigns on behalf of peace policy.

Problem of recognition on the home front

Barbara Müller, arguing from the point of view of the cfd Office for Feminist
Peace Action, asserted that the processes of professionalization and institutiona-
lization have resulted in an approach based on „realpolitik“ and specialization in
the various organizations. The women’s peace movement as such has disinteg-
rated, making way for more context-specific commitments. The long-standing
demands of the women’s peace movement, she maintains, „have today be-
come identified, at least  at the level of rhetoric, with mainstreaming“, including
for governmental organizations. Barbara Müller pointed to a clear discrepancy
between efforts in the context of international cooperation, peace-building in
accordance a broad concept of peace with use being made of the particular
strengths of women, and the way in which the same demands are addressed in
Switzerland. NGOs involved in peace policy sensitivization work in Switzerland
often face problems when it comes to recognition and financing. She would like
to see the broader concept of peace, as expressed in the concept of human
security, applied equally at the level of domestic policy.

Peace-building as a question of national identity

The peace-building efforts of PD IV can rely on a broad consensus in terms of
domestic policy, according to the Division’s director, Ambassador Thomas Gre-
minger. Switzerland plays an active role at the international level and has a
comparatively coherent foreign policy which has generated a positive image
abroad. Even so Switzerland is not (yet) a big player in the area of peace-buil-
ding, in the way that Norway is for example. Any  major leap forward in the area
of international peace policy would above all require, in the words of Greminger,
a paradigm shift in terms of both foreign policy and security policy. Whereas in
Switzerland debates on national security issues tend to focus on questions of
internal security and the surveillance of embassies, in other countries the empha-
sis is on multilateral crisis management, i.e. civil and military peace-building.
Norway’s active role in international peace policy has become an ingredient of
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News from Swiss NGOs
HEKS offers lessons in preparation for elections in the DRC
Since August 2005, local partner organizations of the Humanitarian Service of
the Swiss Protestant Churches (HEKS) have been conducting a program to teach
civics and the rules of a democracy in North Kivu in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo (DRC). The effort is being made in preparation for the elections plan-
ned for the end of July. To date about 800 persons have attended the seminars,
learning about democracy and good governance as well as about registration on
the electoral lists as voters. These participants are now in a position to pass the
information on to others. To date it is estimated that the training has indirectly
benefited about 400,000 citizens.

In a country that has born the brunt of war and  dictatorship for  so many years,
the election process is very important and needs to be explained and under-
stood. The purpose of the lessons is two-fold: to make manipulations more diffi-
cult, and to stimulate public interest. In the province of North Kivu elections are
important as an instrument of peace and reconciliation. First however the popu-
lation must be given a deeper understanding of their civic rights and duties. The
majority of the population lives in rural areas in precarious conditions. It goes
without saying that knowledge of the electoral process is at best rudimentary.

15.05.06

HEKS programme

in DRC

the national identity. For this to happen in Switzerland peace policy would have
to become an integral part of domestic policy, and a great deal of public relations
work would be required. In such a scenario Greminger feels that civil society
actors would have a major role to play.

The difficult question of coherence

Participants in the discussion generally agreed that no strong peace policy voice
is heard in Switzerland today. They also agreed that more public exposure to
peace policy questions, and at the level of domestic policy, would be a good
thing. One participant expressed the view that there are many motivated indivi-
duals and a widespread interest in peace-building. Greater implementation ef-
forts, as well as public relations work, are needed to improve support for peace
policy at the domestic level. The proposal to create a platform for peace policy
interests, the so-called „Alliance Pax“, and the demand for more parliamentary
lobbying by NGOs met with the approval of many present. But in the view of the
representative of the Swiss Peace Council success will be possible only with the
support of the bigger NGOs.

Not everyone agreed with the demand for greater coherence between domestic
and foreign policy. Some participants spoke of the great need for action and cited
the example of small arms policy. Others insisted that good work can be done at
the level of foreign policy despite shortcomings in domestic policy. A modern
Swiss peace policy abroad should not be endangered by insistence on cohe-
rence with domestic policy. 12.05.06
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KOFF Anita Müller

mailto:Tellenbach@eper.ch
http://www.heks.ch/pls/heks/projectdb.search?connection_id=-1&iregion=3972
mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
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Radio Okapi and what it means to elections in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo
National elections are due to take place in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC) on July 30, the first in over 40 years. Radio Okapi has spent several months
preparing its listeners for this event. An opinion poll taken recently by the „Insti-
tute Experts S.P.L.R“ in Kinshasa showed that 36 per cent of the population
regards Radio Okapi as the best station for information on the election process.

Radio Okapi was created in 2002 as a joint project by the UN Mission in the
Congo and the Hirondelle Foundation of Lausanne. It is in fact a network of nine
radio stations that cover the whole DRC territory. A total of about 140 journalists
of both sexes work for Radio Okapi. For a year the Radio has been working with
the independent electoral commission (CEI) to ensure that comprehensive infor-
mation will be provided about the election.

As numerous independent opinion polls have already made clear, Radio Okapi is
not only the most widely listened to radio in the Congo Republic, it is also the
station people trust most. The success of Radio Okapi is partly due to the fact
that it is the only station with a national dimension, but it is also a result of its
non-party, independent and balanced reporting. Last but not least thanks to the
protection of the United Nations Radio Okapi is also in a better position to deal
with sensitive issues such as child soldiers, demonstrations, corruption and se-
xual exploitation. 21.05.06

Annual General Meeting of PBI Switzerland
Celebrating the 25th year of existence of the international organization at the
end of April in Bern the Swiss section of Peace Brigades International (PBI) invi-
ted participants to reflect on the issue of protective accompaniment in the cur-
rent political context. The presence of PBI volunteers around the world, growing
at the rate of 150 persons per year, is a clear indication that this way of forestal-
ling acts of violence is as important as ever. Today the PBI has a permanent
presence in five project countries. PBI Switzerland increased its own volunteer
commitment abroad by over 60 per cent in 2005. As a concrete example of its
efforts PBI Switzerland pointed to the situation in the San José de Apartadó
peace community of Columbia. PBI work in Columbia will remain important for
as long as the mechanisms of state protection fail to function as they should.

29.04.06

GSoA Initiative for a ban on the export of war material
The Group for a Switzerland with no Army (GSoA) launched a „people’s initiative
for a ban on the export of war material“ at the end of April. The gathering of
signatures is expected to begin in mid-June. The GSoA proposes a general ban
on the export of weaponry as a contribution to the strengthening of the UN as
well as a step towards respect for human rights and international law. 30.04.06
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Further information:

Hirondelle Peter Aeberhard

Information on a film

about  Radio OKAPI,

being broadcasted in

June

Results

survey „Institut Experts

S.P.L.R“

Radio Okapi

Fondation Hirondelle

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/48/pbi.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/48/pbi.pdf
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
mailto:sabine.ziegler@peacebrigades.ch
http://www.gsoa.ch/ruestung/
http://www.gsoa.ch/
mailto:paeberhard@hirondelle.org
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/48/RadioOkapisurTV5.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/48/OkapiSondageAvril2006.pdf
http://www.radiookapi.net
http://www.hirondelle.org/
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Further information:

Palmyrah

Elisabeth von Ruette

News from Swiss Government Agencies
Seminar on new UN Human Rights Council
Switzerland conducted a seminar on the new United Nations Human Rights Council
in Lausanne in mid-May, attended by some 350 delegates from 140 countries as
well as by international human rights experts. The main purpose of this meeting,
roughly one month before the first official session of the Human Rights Council
on 19 June in Geneva, was to discuss a work program for the Council’s first year
of existence. Other important aspects concerned the architecture of this new
body (in particular the role of the president, the president’s office and the secre-
tariat), the revision of mandate inherited from the Human Rights Commission,
how to deal with the human rights situation in the various countries as well as
the new mechanism for periodical reviews. Federal Councillor Micheline Calmy-
Rey, head of Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA), made it clear to parti-
cipants in the seminar that from the point of view of Switzerland „it is essential
for us that this Council makes a clean break from the former Commission on
Human Rights“. Switzerland has worked hard for the creation of this new Hu-
man Rights Council and in May was elected as one of the first 47 members.

15.05.06

Palmyrah – Bern-Jaffna Ecumenical Partnership Project:
a new KOFF member organization
The ecumenical partnership between the OeME Migration Unit of the Evangelical
Reformed Churches of Bern-Jura-Solothurn and the „Church of South India“ in
the diocese of Jaffna goes back more than 15 years. It provides support for
vocational training centers for young women and widows. A six-month course
teaches household management and office work know-how and skills as well
as agriculture and first aid. The women are also given „empowerment training“.
In recent years training in how to cope with post-war and post-tsunami trauma
has been intensified. The partnership between the churches was strengthened
in 2003 with the founding of the Palmyrah Association, the Bern-Jaffna/Sri Lanka
Ecumenical Partnership Project. The Association was admitted as a member or-
ganization of the Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) just one month ago.

The Association is above all concerned with justice, peace and greater respect
for human rights in Sri Lanka. Palmyrah acts as a channel for contacts with
Tamils, both Hindus and Christians, who live in Switzerland. Visitors from Jaffna
report on the political situation and contribute to a better understanding both
among the Swiss general public and the political authorities. 2004 Palmyrah
together with Swiss aid organizations and the Federal Department of Foreign
Affairs organized a visit to Sri Lanka by a Swiss parliamentary delegation.

Palmyrah maintains regular contacts with both members (church communities,
groups and individuals) and contributors, as well as with various aid associati-
ons and federal offices. The Association works closely with the OeME Migration
Unit of the Evangelical Reformed Churches of Bern-Jura-Solothurn. 20.05.06
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Palmyrah

OeME

http://www.eda.admin.ch/content/eda/g/home/singlem.html?id=5114
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/48/CommMenschenrechtsrat.pdf
http://www.humanrights.ch/cms/front_content.php
http://www.friedensrat.ch
http://www.friedensrat.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/recent/focus.ContentPar.0002.UpFile.tmp/xy_yymmdd_0123456789_l.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/recent/focus.ContentPar.0002.UpFile.tmp/xy_yymmdd_0123456789_l.pdf
mailto:elisabeth.vonruette@refbejuso.ch||
http://www.refbejuso.ch/content/showInfo.asp?InfoId=791
http://www.oeme.ch/
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ICHRP report

„Negotiating Justice?

Human Rights and

Peace Agreements“

Further information:

Thomas Geissmann

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks

Promotion of a coherent Swiss human rights policy

In a joint press release Human Rights Switzerland (MERS) and the Swiss Peace
Council (SFR) expressed their satisfaction at Switzerland’s election as a mem-
ber of the UN Human Rights Council. They also felt that the success must not
remain limited to the diplomatic level, but should result in human rights being
made the basis of Swiss policy at home and abroad. In particular Switzerland
needs an independent national human rights institution. Furthermore human
rights must become the basis of Switzerland’s migration policy according to
MERS and SFR. Efforts are also needed to make respect for human rights a
fundamental component of (foreign) economic policy. Switzerland should also
commit itself to promoting human rights in the framework of the WTO, the IMF
and the World Bank.

Seminar on the role of human rights in peace agreements
At the beginning of April the foreign ministers of Switzerland and Norway orga-
nized an expert seminar in Bern on the role of human rights in peace agree-
ments. The discussions centered on the report of the „International Council on
Human Rights Policy“ commissioned by the two countries (ICHRP).

Peace agreements today often incorporate human rights standards, and this can
lead to a dilemma. For while no one can deny that peace is closely bound up
with respect for human rights, it has also been shown that human rights de-
mands can stand in the way of pragmatic peace negotiations, making it difficult
to bring all parties around the table. Single-minded insistence on human rights
often make it hard to reach a compromise that could lead to a ceasefire and
possibly the beginning of a peace process.

Discussions during the seminar focused on the inclusion of specific human rights
mechanisms in peace treaties, questions relating to refugees and land, and the
issue of dealing with the past. Proposals were made in this context as to how it
might be possible to develop new concepts of justice and peace as a way out of
the dilemma.

Participants in the seminar were in no doubt as to the importance of human
rights at all stages of a peace process. The question is not „should“ human
rights be included but „when“ and „how“. International law imposes certain
limits of course, such as the ban on impunity from punishment for crimes relating
to genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. But within these limits
there is plenty of room for the development of realistic peace and human rights
processes.

Successful mediation requires good knowledge of the specific context of a peace
process as well as a high degree of sensitivity. These are the key factors for
agreement that will lead to immediate improvements, as well as the foundation
stones for a lasting peace. Questions relating to human rights must be addressed
at the proper moment, with great sensitivity and the ability to fluctuate between
various degrees of validity. 05.04.06

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Further information:

DFA, Permanent Mission

of Switzerland to the

United Nations  in

Geneva

Raphaël Saborit

http://www.ichrp.org/public/publications.php?lang=A
mailto:Temporaer.1868@vtg.admin.ch
mailto:raphael.saborit@eda.admin.ch
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Berghof-Center

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

SPICE/GTZ

Conciliation Resources
Conciliation Resources and its partners have produced a new Radio Diaries CD
as part of a project involving 20 radio stations and over 40 journalists in Geor-
gia, Abkhazia, South Ossetia, Armenia, Azerbaijan and Nagorny Karabakh.
This Russian-language CD brings together the best diaries recorded by ordinary
people talking about their lives and common challenges after war.

CR and Wilton Park’s conference report on „The engagement of armed groups
in peace processes“ has been published. It focuses on the learning from diffe-
rent experiences of engaging with armed groups, charting the issues, and
identifying the challenges to be addressed in efforts to find durable settle-
ments to armed conflict.

EPLO
Louis Michel, European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid,
set out a strategy for peace, security and development in the Horn of Africa
region, focusing in particular on regional governance, natural resources ma-
nagement, food security, border control and non-proliferation of small arms.

Conflict Prevention Partnership has published a report by Crisis Group entitled
„Central Asia: What Role for the European Union?“. It examines the EU’s
commitments in the five Central Asian states of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Taji-
kistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan since the break-up of the Soviet Union.

FriEnt
The reports in the latest FriEnt Newsletter include one on „Transitional Justice“
in Cambodia, one on the new focus on human rights and crisis prevention of the
German technical cooperation society GTZ, and another on the negative conse-
quences of various approaches in Afghanistan that have triggered value-based
modernization processes at different social levels.

International Alert
International Alert would like to bring two publications to your attention:

„Corruption and Conflict in the South Caucasus“. This is the first systematic
study of corruption from the perspective of conflict analysis and also the first
to include the unrecognized entities of the region.

„Central Asia: A Strategic Framework for Peacebuilding“. This study provides
an analysis of the potential for conflict in Central Asia considering the regional
context, the influence of major powers, and common regional factors. It con-
cludes that the biggest threat to stability is in the area of relationships between
citizens and the state. The report is partly funded by the SDC.

International Partner Organizations

In this section, KOFF is

reporting on news from

nine international partner

organizations.

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
mailto:rmiller@c-r.org
http://www.c-r.org/accord/engage/index.shtml
http://www.conflictprevention.net/index.cfm?act=dspReport&reportUid=R4M6G3FSZNGF7ZAT
http://www.frient.de/downloads/FriEnt_Impulse_0506.pdf
http://www.international-alert.org/publications/243.php
http://www.international-alert.org/publications/242.php
http://www.eurunion.org/newsweb/HotTopics/Africa.htm
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo Dealing with the Past and Transitional Justice
A European conference on Dealing with the Past and Transitional Justice took
place in Neuchâtel, Switzerland in October 2005, organized by the Swiss Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA), Political Affairs Division IV (human security),
in collaboration with the Center for Peacebuilding and the International Center
for Transitional Justice.

The goal of the conference was to go deeper into the issue of transitional justice
as a bridge between peace promotion, human rights, and the rule of law. Confe-
rence documentation including the presentations of guest speakers has now
been published by the DFA and may be requested at no charge from Political
Affairs Division IV. The presentations focus on guiding principles and ethical
issues in connection with transitional justice and include critical reflections and
lessons learned on the use and applicability of different transitional justice me-
chanisms (including the ICC) and in connection with different case studies (East
Timor, former Yugoslavia, Peru).

Dealing with the Past and

Transitional Justice:

Creating Conditions for

Peace, Human Rights and

the Rule of Law. Confe-

rence Paper 1/2006.

Ordering information

Further information

on the conference

Events
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This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace

building. Other pointers

to events and training

courses are available

through the KOFF-

Infomarket.

A ministerial level conference on „Armed Violence and Development“ is due
to take place on June 7 in Geneva. The conference has been organized by
Political Affairs Division IV of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, the
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and the United Na-
tions Development Programme.

A KOFF Roundtable on Indonesia will take place on June 21, with the title
„Who is running the show? Decentralisation and local governance in Indone-
sia“.

On June 26-27 a KOFF training session on „Do no Harm“ will be conducted by
Wolfgang Heinrich (Church Development Service, eed) and Anita Müller (KOFF).
There are still a limited number of places open (further informationen and
registration).

PBI will discuss its work at an „orientation weekend“ August 19-20 in Belle-
vue.

Peace Watch Switzerland is offering training sessions on Palestine/Israel on
the following dates: June 8-11, June 29 to July 2, September 21-24 and  Octo-
ber 19-22. Training sessions on Chiapas/Mexico and Guatemala are scheduled
for October 26-29 and November 16-19. Afternoon information sessions orga-
nized in collaboration with PBI Switzerland will take place on 23 September in
Bern, and 30 September in Zurich and Lausanne.

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info_d.asp?article=786
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info_d.asp?article=786
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/48/GenevaSummit.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/IndonesienRT210606.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/45/KOFFTrainings%202006.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/45/KOFFTrainings%202006.pdf
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/einfuehrungs_weekend.htm
http://www.peacewatch.ch/public/frameset.aspx?cat=1&lang=DE
mailto:PA4@eda.admin.ch
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Interportal
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Web tip
Five years of Interportal – a joint project of Swiss
development organizations
Interportal.ch, the Swiss internet portal for international cooperation and deve-
lopment policy is now five years old. Created in June 2001 by 30 non-govern-
mental organizations, it has served as a source of information for development
questions and as a joint project for over 40 organizations.

The website provides information that is updated on a daily basis, background
reports, topical files, announcements about campaigns and other events as well
as a great many links to Swiss and international organizations. A unique feature
of interportal.ch is the decentralized in which it functions, so as to allow all
interested parties to input content directly. The portal thus serves as a hub for the
exchange of information between Swiss actors in the field of international coo-
peration and development policy, aid organizations as well as political and cultu-
ral organizations, institutions from the field of education and development coo-
peration staff to exchange information on current campaigns and analyses.
Interportal.ch also works closely with the websites OneWorld (worldwide) and
Entwicklungspolitik online (development policy, Germany). The languages of the
portal are German and French. Some pages are also available in English.
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