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Indonesian Roundtable on decentralization
A KOFF Indonesian Roundtable at the end of June looked at decentralization and
local government leadership. Particular attention was paid to some major chan-
ges that have taken place in local government leadership at the district level
(Kabupaten and Kota). One change is that instead of reporting to the president
as in the past the district manager will now be responsible to the directly elected
parliament. The administration of finances is another area that is now to a great
extent in the hands of the districts themselves, considerably increasing power at
the local level.

The Roundtable also included a presentation on the mechanisms of local elec-
tions (PILKADA) as well as local legislation (PERDA). These political innovations
were then discussed with the help of examples from everyday political life. The
discussion also looked at the role of party politics, which has changed very little
since the Suharto era. Another subject of discussion was the special autonomy
granted in Aceh and West Papua, the transformation of traditional law in the
local constitutions, and the increase in legal uncertainty. The Roundtable partici-
pants all agreed that while the process of decentralization generally brings with
it the opportunity of greater political diversity and participation, there is also the
danger of increased radicalization, as well as growing frustration and a turning
away from politics. 21.06.06

„Do no Harm“ workshop
At the end of June KOFF staged a two-day training workshop in Bern on the
subject of „Do no Harm“. Participants learned how to improve their ability to
assess the possible negative and/or positive effects of project-related activities
in a context of violence and to adjust their programs accordingly. Wolfgang Hein-
rich (Church Development Service, Bonn), with whom KOFF works on a regular
basis, and Anita Müller (KOFF) were in charge of the workshop. The participants
numbering about 20 were from the Federal Administration and international co-
operation organizations. 27.06.06

KOFF adds to peace-building content of infomarket
KOFF has further developed the infomarket on its website to cover Swiss peace-
building organizations and training sessions. The „Who is Who“ section now
lists no fewer than 107 Swiss non-governmental organizations that are involved
in one way or another with civil peace-building. Another section provides now
access to 44 Swiss training opportunities. Rounding off the KOFF Info Market is a
calendar of events with a selection of conferences, meetings, workshops, courses
and other training opportunities, at home and abroad. 01.06.06

Further information:

KOFF Esther Marthaler

Further information:

KOFF Anita Müller

KOFF trainings 2006

KOFF-website

on „Do no Harm“

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

KOFF Lorenz Jakob
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http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_indonesia.htm
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/index.php?id=14
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/index.php?id=14
mailto:esther.marthaler@swisspeace.ch
mailto:Anita.Mueller@swisspeace.unibe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/45/KOFFTrainings%202006.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_tools_DoNoHarm.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_tools_DoNoHarm.htm
mailto:jakob@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/infomarket.htm
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swisspeace workshop on restitution of illegal assets held
by „politically exposed persons“
In June, swisspeace invited representatives of Swiss government and non-go-
vernment organizations (NGOs) to a one-day workshop on asset restitution to
the countries of origin. The workshop was commissioned by the Directorate for
International Law of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs. How can
illegal assets of politically exposed persons deposited in Swiss financial instituti-
ons be returned to the countries of origin and its people as quickly as possible
and in a transparent manner? How can NGOs contribute to such processes?
After the KOFF Roundtable in February on the Angolan asset restitution case (see
KOFF Newsletter 45), this comprehensive workshop focused on the fundamen-
tal challenges facing Swiss governmental and non-governmental actors in politi-
cally sensitive restitution processes, „best practices“ and the role of civil socie-
ty. The discussions focused on the coordination, practical challenges and options
of different federal actors and Swiss NGOs. Furthermore, participants looked into
international conventions and recent initiatives with regard to the role Switzer-
land can play on the international level in asset restitution and recovery. The
workshop was organized by the swisspeace „Business & Peace“ project, with
KOFF as co-moderator. 23.06.06

Publication of the swisspeace report for 2005
„A world at peace is possible – swisspeace is helping to bring it about“. This
motto sums up the vision swisspeace formulated at the end of 2005 in the
context of medium-term planning for the 2006-2010 period. All swisspeace ef-
forts are aimed at making this vision a reality. The recently published annual
report for 2005 discusses the main pillars and focus for the coming period. The
report also sums up the achievements of 2005. Peter Hug, who is stepping down
from the swisspeace board of trustees after many years of active service, has
contributed an article which again looks at the way in which the Swiss Peace
Foundation evolved to become the swisspeace we know today. 01.06.06
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swisspeace

annual report 2005

swisspeace midterm

strategy 2006-2010

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info.asp?article=834
http://www.swisspeace.org/research/b&p.htm
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/index.php?id=14
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/index.php?id=14
mailto:lisa.rimli@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/sfs/SwissPeace_dt.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/sfs/SwissPeace_dt.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/about/Default.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/about/Default.htm
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IANSA

UN-conference 2006

Declaration on Armed

 Violence and Develop-

ment. Geneva, June 2006

UNDP

Campaign against

small arms

of the Swiss Peace

Council

Quaker United Nations

Office – Small Arms and

Light Weapons

The small arms problem
and its importance for development actors
A conference taking place at the United Nations in New York (June 26 –
July 7) reviews the situation of recent years in the area of small arms
trafficking and decide what further action is needed at the level of
international cooperation. This article focuses on the efforts and the
results so far as well as the challenges ahead at both the international
and local levels. It discusses ways in which the proliferation of small
arms and their misuse obstruct the work of development cooperation
actors, and makes a number of recommendations.

Cheap, readily available, easily portable and concealable: these are some of the
characteristics of small arms and light weapons (SALWs). Every year more than
half a million people are killed by SALWs, which include handguns, rifles, and
grenades. Millions more are injured, or live in communities with no access to
services due to insecurity linked to armed violence.

Advocates of arms control and disarmament distinguish between the challenges
posed by the supply side and by the demand side. Today there is growing awa-
reness among those involved in research and among policymakers of the impor-
tance of demand side issues. The demand side has many facets and involves a
dynamic process in which personal security, socio-economic stability, individual
status and identity and group status and political identity may all play a role.

Impacts

Relief organizations operating in war or crisis regions as well as persons invol-
ved in development activities must often face the dangers that derive from the
uncontrolled proliferation and misuse of SALWs. A few examples:

A potable water project in Kenya that had been operating for some time was
disrupted when conflict broke out between the beneficiaries. Armed communi-
ty members tried to gain the upper hand through violence, attempting to de-
stroy the water pump and to wound women coming to fetch water.
A youth support program in an urban center of Colombia had to be dismantled
after various groups became involved in armed conflict. The social worker had
to be evacuated after shootouts and looting of the center.
In many parts of the world conflicts over land, water and other scarce resour-
ces are common, notably between farmers and those seeking pasture for their
animals. Once upon a time a council of elders might have been able to find an
equitable solution. Today all parties reach for their AK47s, which have become
the standard „implement“. Such conflicts often lead to killings on both sides.

Inevitably there is a gender dimension to SALWs, with men as both perpetrators
and victims in most cases. Their women and children are more likely to suffer
displacement, sexual violence and reduced access to such services as health
and education. Overnight they may find themselves head of the household, with
the social and financial burden entirely on their shoulders. But women and child-
ren have on occasion played an active role in armed conflicts, smuggling ammu-

Focus
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http://disarmament.un.org/cab/poa.html
http:www.iansa.org
http://www.un.org/events/smallarms2006/
http://www.eda.admin.ch/content/eda/g/home/foreign/humsec/smallarms.html
http://content.undp.org/go/newsroom/june-2006/governments-agree-to-armed-violence-reduction-measures-.en;jsessionid=a06r_W5OPR24?categoryID=349422&lang=en
http://www.friedensrat.ch/kleinwaffen.hauptseite.html
http://www.friedensrat.ch/kleinwaffen.hauptseite.html
http://www.quno.org/disarmament/salw/default.htm
http://www.quno.org/disarmament/salw/default.htm
http://www.quno.org/disarmament/salw/default.htm
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the Bonn International

Center for Conversion and

its small arms project in

the Horn of Africa, are

now consultants on

development and peace

issues.

nition and guns for example. Community values may need changing, for examp-
le in societies where boys receive their first gun in „coming of age“ ceremonies,
and where male prestige is linked to the possession of weapons. It is here
where wives and mothers can play an important role in the creation and promul-
gation of new values, life enhancing rather than life threatening.

International involvement

The „UN programme of action to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit trade
in small arms and light weapons in all its aspects“ was adopted in July 2001.
This Programme of Action (PoA) was an important first step that highlighted the
urgent nature of the problems created by the proliferation and misuse of SALWs.
However although the final document defined measures needed to control and
prevent the illicit trade in arms, it was not binding. Nor did the PoA address such
important issues as civilian possession, misuse by state forces, transfers to non-
state, actors or the proliferation of small arms through legal trade. Five years
after the agreement member states are now conducting a UN conference to
review progress made in the implementation of the PoA.

Although international efforts to control SALWs including export controls and
embargoes receive the most attention, action is also being taken at the local
level. Formal SALW coordination bodies have been established at the regional
and national levels. As of last year there were 79 national focal point offices
worldwide working on the important task of coordinating SALW policies between
NGOs and government ministries. Many NGOs traditionally involved in develop-
ment work have joined the International Action Network on Small Arms (IANSA)
to lobby for a comprehensive small arms treaty that will be  binding. Arms con-
trol at the local level is about changing people’s attitudes towards the possessi-
on and use of SALW. This requires knowledge of the local situation and a long
term effort.

SALWs and development work

Reducing armed violence at the local level should be a priority for development
actors in the field,  whose efforts can be annihilated by the uncontrolled prolife-
ration of small arms which can keep children away from school, limit access to
local markets, undermine the supply of medicine to a health post and ultimately
may dismantle local mechanisms to combat poverty.

Non-governmental organizations can take action in various ways: participate in
national SALW focal point activities to ensure that small arms concerns are em-
bedded in the development context; join the IANSA lobby for arms export cont-
rols; focus on the gender dimension; assist victims of gun violence; develop
alternative livelihood programs for gun users; forestall the misuse of arms at the
local level through awareness campaigns; etc. Certain disarmament initiatives
have attempted to link development with security problems, for example insis-
ting that arms to be surrendered in exchange for community development pro-
jects, or at the individual level for tools. This is one very important way of getting
the message across.

http://www.saligad.org/
http://www.saligad.org/
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News from Swiss NGOs

Swiss Catholic

Lenten Fund

Bulletin

with further infor-

mation on the

programme

CARTEC

Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund supports
the Catholic Church’s preparations for Congo elections
There are currently 50,000 local trainers at work in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo (DRC). They are visiting schools, councils of elders, parishes, villages
and women’s groups to help prepare them for the country’s first free elections in
40 years, due to take place on July 30. The trainers are well supplied with graphic
materials to help those unable to read or write (the majority of the population) to
understand. The 50,000 trainers were themselves trained by 500 professionals,
who in turn were specially prepared for this campaign by the Catholic Church’s
„Coordination des Actions pour la Réussite de la Transition de l’Eglise Catho-
lique“ (CARTEC).

CARTEC is part of a network which is preparing to observe the elections, and
which includes the institutions of other denominations and religions as well as
civil society non-denominational organizations. CARTEC alone will dispatch some
20,000 local election observers to all regions of the DRC. A process of evalua-
tion, the basis for a program to monitor those who are eventually elected and to
strengthen civil society, was launched as early as June.

CARTEC’s efforts have the backing of „Coopération Belge“, the Swiss Agency
for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and numerous European and North
American development organizations. The SDC’s support is channeled through
the Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund, which is making its expertise available to CAR-
TEC. 15.06.06

HEKS in Palestine-Israel: hope fades with each passing day
A mission sent by HEKS/EPER to check on projects in the field at the end of April,
has come up with extremely negative findings, notably the increasing marginali-
sation of the Palestinian population in human as well as economic and territorial
terms. Efforts to promote peace are systematically disrupted by both sides.

The situation is more tense than ever, following the election of Hamas several
months ago. The grip of the vice in which the Israeli government holds the terri-
tories, which is strongly felt by the Palestinian population, renders the situation
increasingly unbearable. The wall which is supposed to be for the protection of
Israel has only increased the     Palestinians’ feelings of impotence and humiliation.
Whole families, villages, and fields have been separated by these blocs of ce-
ment more than six metres high. It now takes hours to reach areas that were
once close at hand. The Israeli population is also suffering from the situation. The
economy is slowing down, tourism is stagnating, emigration has outstripped
immigration. Moreover the fear of terrorist attacks has caused many to barricade
themselves in. Contacts between the two populations are ever more scarce.

 

Further information

on the programme
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mailto:hostettler@fastenopfer.ch
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/ftp/bulletin2_06-d.pdf
http://www.cartecongo.org/
http://www.heks.ch/pls/heks/projectdb.detail?connection_id=-1&iid=1438443&iregion=3899&ikeyword=-1&ipage=4
http://www.heks.ch/pls/heks/projectdb.detail?connection_id=-1&iid=1438443&iregion=3899&ikeyword=-1&ipage=4
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Report on the observa-

tion of the Mexican

elections 

Peace Watch Switzerland

The HEKS „Open Forum“ program brings together Israeli and Palestinian organi-
zations active in the area of human rights, passive resistance, support for young
Palestinian women and the training of young people. Despite the very tense
atmosphere, there are still men and women committed to peace, who in many
cases risk ostracism by their own communities. Working with someone from the
other camp is too often viewed as fraternizing with the enemy. Even so, these
initiatives that keep the flame of hope flickering dimly seem all too futile in the
face of the prevailing violence. 23.06.06

Mexican election observation program
of Peace Watch Switzerland and PROPAZ
The crisis of the political system in Mexico has worsened in the wake of comp-
laints about buying votes and the illegal financing of campaigns in the  July  2
presidential elections. The electorate has expressed its dissatisfaction with the
political scene by boycotting the elections or opting for alternative models (e.g.
the „alternative campaigns“ of the Zapatistas). These are the findings of an
observation program mounted by Peace Watch Switzerland (PWS) and PROPAZ
(the peace program of HEKS, Caritas and the Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund in
southern Mexico). Three delegations made up of experienced Swiss volunteers
visited several dozen communities and social organizations in Chiapas, Oaxaca
and Guerrero between February and June. They were trying to find out whether
or not the democratization process was effective at the local level, if the local
people are able to make use of their voting rights, and if they do so. They also
trained indigenous volunteers, working with local organizations in Chiapas, to
systematically monitor the human rights situation in their own communities be-
fore, during and after the elections and to report their findings.

In the meantime PWS has completed its report on the observation of the Mexi-
can elections, and the results have been presented at meetings in Lucerne and
Zurich. Together with other organizations it has also presented its findings to
various officials, including for example representatives of the Mexican Embassy
in Bern and the Latin American and Mexican representatives at the Office of the
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva.

Mexico has adopted a high profile in the area of  human rights at the internatio-
nal level, being appointed to the chair of the new UN Human Rights Council. At
the level of internal policy however the reality on the ground has been quite
different, including in the run-up to these elections as the delegations sent to
observe them discovered. Mexico is a divided nation in which the potential for
social conflict is very great. Among the root problems is the growing divide
between rich and poor, disregard for the rights of the indigenous peoples, tortu-
re, gender-based violence as well as  political assassinations, impunity, failure to
reform the judicial system and migration. 24.06.06

Further information:

HEKS Marianne Tellenbach

Further information:

PWS Philipp Gerber

http://www.peacewatch.ch/download/Chiapas/Wahlen_und_Menschenrechte_in_Mexiko_PWS.pdf
http://www.peacewatch.ch/download/Chiapas/Wahlen_und_Menschenrechte_in_Mexiko_PWS.pdf
http://www.peacewatch.ch/download/Chiapas/Wahlen_und_Menschenrechte_in_Mexiko_PWS.pdf
http://www.peacewatch.ch
mailto:Tellenbach@eper.ch
mailto:chiapas@peacewatch.ch


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 49  8

Media Aid

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks

Further information:
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Roland Brunner

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disarmament

Conference

Further information

on the Disamament

Conference

APRED

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks

Media Aid workshop for Kosovo radio stations offering
inter-ethnic programs
Although the political negotiations on the future of Kosovo are scarcely making
any headway, Media Aid is nonetheless preparing its partners for the days ahead.
A two-day workshop (June 3-4) in the Serbian enclave of Brezovica was atten-
ded by participants from eight radio stations that offer programs in Albanian,
Serbian, Serbo-Croat, Turkish and Romany. These stations belong to the Cross-
ethnic radio programming in Kosovo (CerpiK) network, launched by Media Aid in
2002. The next steps were discussed and defined following an analysis of the
strengths and weaknesses of the collaborative efforts so far. An external evalu-
ation of the project, which will serve as a basis for the 2007/2008 planning, is
due to take place in  August. 04.06.06

Internal Caritas workshop on gender-based violence
and trauma prevention
Caritas Switzerland, as part of the process of mainstreaming conflict sensitive-
ness and gender issues, offers its staff a variety of workshops and other training
sessions. The aim is to ensure that gender-based violence, the respective roles
of women and men, and access to information and resources will increasingly
be taken into consideration in emergency relief and rehabilitation programs.

The first workshop, organized in collaboration with „medica mondiale“, took
place in May and was devoted to increasing people’s awareness of gender-
based violence, as well as how to recognize and prevent trauma in their own
work. 31.05.06

APRED visits the UN Disarmament Conference
The Disarmament Conference’s second session was held in the UN Office at
Geneva between May 15 and June 30. The demilitarization association APRED
reports that the Conference seems to be moving away from the condition of
stalemate which followed the signing of the „Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty“
(CTBC) in 1996. It has held more frequent meetings, and has been making timid
overtures to the non-governmental organizations (NGOs). The NGO committee
on disarmament, whose secretariat is at the International Peace Bureau, arran-
ged for a display of NGO exhibits on June15. APRED was able to talk with other
NGOs and officials and prepare the future presence of NGOs around the Confe-
rence, and it also participated in a one-day seminar on military spending.

NGOs wishing to contribute to a display at the entrance of the conference room
in the coming fall, or to propose disarmament papers at the conference are
invited to contact APRED. 15.06.06
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Further information:

Caritas Sonja Bachmann

http://www.medienhilfe.ch/
mailto:rbr@medienhilfe.ch
http://www.unog.ch/80256EE600585943/(httpPages)/2D415EE45C5FAE07C12571800055232B?OpenDocument
http://www.unog.ch/80256EE600585943/(httpPages)/2D415EE45C5FAE07C12571800055232B?OpenDocument
http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/political/cd/cdindex.html
http://www.demilitarisation.org/
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.medicamondiale.org/
mailto:sbachmann@caritas.ch
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News from Swiss Government Agencies

42 States agree to armed violence reduction measures
at ministerial summit in Geneva
The Swiss government, in partnership with the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) hosted a ministerial summit on Armed Violence and Deve-
lopment on June 7, at which 42 States representing all regions of the globe
adopted the „Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and Development“. In
doing so they committed themselves „to promote sustainable security and a
culture of peace by taking action to reduce armed violence and its negative
impact on socio-economic and human development“. The Geneva Declaration
recognizes in particular that „living free from the threat of armed violence is a
basic human need and a precondition for human development, dignity and well-
being“.

The Geneva Declaration contains a number of commitments, in which States
agree to:

strengthen efforts to integrate armed violence reduction and conflict preven-
tion programs into national, regional and multilateral development frameworks,
institutions and strategies, as well as into humanitarian assistance, emergency
and crisis management initiatives;
stem the proliferation, illegal trafficking and misuse of small arms and light
weapons as well as ammunition, and lead to effective weapons reduction,
post-conflict disarmament, demobilization and reintegration, and small arms
control including control of arms transfers and illicit brokering;
ensure that armed violence prevention and reduction initiatives target specific
risk factors and groups, and are linked to programs that provide non-violent
alternative livelihoods for individuals and communities.

The adoption of the Geneva Declaration is only a starting point. The objective
now is to widen support for the Declaration beyond the 42 States and to trans-
form the principles into concrete action. To this end, the Federal Departement of
Foreign Affairs (DFA), notably through its Political Affairs Division IV and Swiss
Development Cooperation and in partnership with the UNDP, will develop an
action plan together with a number of like-minded countries. 07.06.06

Further information: DFA

Further information:

APRED Christophe Barbey

Peace Fair

International Coordi-

nation for the Decade

for Peace

APRED at the Peace Fair in Paris

The „International Coordination for the Decade for Peace and Non-violence for
the Children of the World“ held its second Peace Fair in Paris over three days
in early June. Some 13,000 visitors, many from schools, attended the Fair and
its 150-odd stands. There were also some 70 roundtables and forums. APRED
had a stand and organized two of the forums, one on peace studies, another
on ways to help nation states to move towards non-violence.

http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/e/home/foreign/humsec/smallarms.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/e/home/foreign/humsec/smallarms.html
mailto:info@eda.ch
mailto:info@demilitarisation.org
http://www.decennie.org/documents/Salon2/fr/accueil.html
http://www.ifor.org/articles/THE_final_report_decade_04-05.pdf
http://www.ifor.org/articles/THE_final_report_decade_04-05.pdf
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Workshop  explores the twilight zone
between transitional justice and humanitarian assistance
The „International Center for Transitional Justice“ (ICTJ) organized in New York a
workshop  on the „twilight zone“ between transitional justice and humanita-
rian assistance, attended in mid-May by 40 experts from UN agencies,  the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), non-governmental organizations,
researchers and representatives of the governments of Switzerland, Luxemburg
and Austria.

Humanitarian organizations often have serious reservations about cooperating
with the International Criminal Court (ICC). They see cooperation as a threat to
their status of neutrality, fear that it might lead to restricted access to victims and
perpetrators, and that it could also have a negative impact on security. Various
international organizations are currently preparing a Memorandum of Understan-
ding to regulate cooperation with the ICC in the humanitarian area in ways that
takes into consideration the needs and concerns of humanitarian actors.

The seminar made it possible to discuss different approaches in-depth, revealing
contrasting aspects of transitional justice and humanitarian work, and the re-
spective interests of each. It shed light on both the possibilities for cooperation
and its limitations, as well as on the different concerns of the UN and other
actors. The discussions are still at an early stage.

The seminar also served as a reminder of the important role that transitional
justice can play in the area of conflict prevention, and the fact that it may be
needed even during conflicts in certain cases (e.g. for the protection of archives
and land registries). State and non-State armed actors both need to be made
aware of the impact of transitional justice during a conflict. Civil society organi-
zations should integrate the basic principles of transitional justice in the areas of
human rights and international law in their training programs.

Participants in the seminar made it clear that they will continue to develop the
subject of transitional justice while trying to integrate all relevant aspects in their
work. Insofar as possible this will be done without compromising the principles
of humanitarian assistance. 15.05.06

„Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue“ in SECO export promotion
projects in Bolivia
Since November 2005 the State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO) has
operated a dialogue project in the framework of its trade promotion programs in
Bolivia, in collaboration with the local non-governmental organization lab. The
aim of the project in El Alto is to establish contact between export companies
and local society. El Alto is a fast growing satellite town 4000 metres above sea
level, in which conflicts are frequently breaking out between residential areas
and factories that produce textiles, furniture and leather for the export market. In
the framework of this project entrepreneurs learn — with the help of studies on
the social, economic and political nature of the region — about local stakehol-

ICTJ

ICC

Dealing with the Past

and Transitional Justice:

Creating Conditions for

Peace, Human Rights

and the Rule of Law.

Conference Paper 1/2006

Further information:

Political Affairs Division

IV, Federal Departement of

Foreign Affairs

Mô Bleeker 
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SECO

Corporate Social

Responsability

http://www.ictj.org
http://www.icc-cpi.int/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/dealing/PA4ConferencePaper01-2006.pdf
mailto:mo.bleeker@eda.admin.ch
http://www.seco-cooperation.ch/
http://www.etuc.org/a/139
http://www.etuc.org/a/139
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Berghof-Center

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

SPICE/GTZ

News from the 9 interna-

tional KOFF partner

organizations:

International Partner Organizations

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

Further information:

SECO

Hans-Peter Egler

Conciliation Resources
CR has just published its annual review 2005.

July 20 - August 2 CR holds its fifth international summer university, devoted
to „International Relations in the Contemporary World“.

EPLO
EPLO hosted a one-day conference in May on the future of EU conflict preven-
tion, in collaboration with the Austrian Presidency of the European Union and
the European Commission. A full report on this conference will be available
soon on the EPLO website.

In December 2005 the Conflict Prevention Partnership discussed the challen-
ges facing Montenegro following independence. The conference report and a
„Crisis Group“ report are available now.

The „Crisis Group“ has developed the explanatory review „Iran: Is There a
Way Out of the Nuclear Impasse?“ in a Conflict Prevention Partnership Report.

As part of the Conflict Prevention Partnership, International Alert has produced
a working document which analyses the context in which the EU uses its
external relations instruments to address security issues, support legitimate
and effective governance, and promote post-conflict reconstruction and regio-
nal integration. The examples mainly concern the Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC).

ders and their concerns, making it easier to begin a dialogue with them. This
often leads to regular exchanges, for example through the promotion of regional
suppliers, offers of courses and practical training, and even the organization of
graffiti contests around the industrial estate.

Previously there had been no real efforts to involve the general population in
export promotion. SECO is acting on the assumption that in Bolivia, which has
long been plagued by social and political tensions, paying greater attention to the
social dimension is essential for the sustainable development of exports. Positive
experiences from the application of a „Corporate Social Responsibility“ approach
within SECO itself have been the inspiration for this project.

SECO is currently planning a similar project in the important trade center of Santa
Cruz in the lowlands of Bolivia. Major firms involved in regional agrobusiness are
looking forward to improving dialogue with indigenous groups and agricultural
workers in the context of the seco project. Products grown in the region of Santa
Cruz, including soya, sugar and timber, have become much more competitive
since the 1990s. Fairer utilization of the land and improved working conditions
are the key to solving the current conflicts and launching the region’s productive
capacities on the path to sustainable integration in the world market. 14.06.06

http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
mailto:Hans-Peter.Egler@seco.admin.ch
http://www.c-r.org/pubs/annreps/annreps.shtml
http://www.eplo.org/index.php?id=47
http://www.conflictprevention.net/index.cfm?act=dspReport&reportUid=FS4K2TTCG2PFGAPE
http://www.conflictprevention.net/index.cfm?act=dspReport&reportUid=FS4K2TTCG2PFGAPE
http://www.conflictprevention.net/index.cfm?act=dspReport&reportUid=L7G3269TBN7KGB8Y
http://www.conflictprevention.net/index.cfm?act=dspReport&reportUid=L7G3269TBN7KGB8Y
http://www.conflictprevention.net/index.cfm?act=dspReport&reportUid=9M3W6NYLBLCZ7G2B


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FriEnt
The current issue of the publication „FriEnt-Impulse“ deals with a number of
topics including a meeting of the FriEnt steering committee on the subject of
German Foreign policy prospects in the area of peace-building; new hopes for
peace in Nepal; civil war looms in Chad; and questions concerning the political
relevance of civil approaches to peace-building in Sudan.

GTZ
The current SPICE-Newsletter asks what impact the row over the caricatures of
the prophet Mohammed in Danish and other newspaper has had on develop-
ment cooperation, and includes an interview with Denmark’s Minister for Deve-
lopment Cooperation. There are also reports from Pakistan and Yemen, and fi-
nally a presentation of the first experiences from the monitoring of conflict
sensitive effects in Colombia.

International Alert
New publications:

„Reviewing Action on Small Arms 2006: Assessing the first five years of the
UN Programme of Action, by Biting the Bullet“

Available soon: „Local Business, Local Peace: the Peacebuilding Potenti-
al of the Domestic Private Sector“, a collection of more than 20 case studies
from different countries, including Colombia, Somalia and Sri Lanka.
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A KOFF training session on reconciliation in war-torn societies and the chal-
lenges facing external actors is scheduled for September 6-7, with David Bloom-
field (Berghof) and Jonathan Sisson (KOFF) in charge. Another KOFF training
session, this time on strategic conflict analysis, will be conducted on October
9-10 by Sue Williams und Cordula Reimann (KOFF). There are still a few vacan-
cies for both courses, which are being held in Bern.

The cinfo 2006 forum, which takes place on September 9 in Biel will provide
information about activities in development collaboration with over 80 organi-
zations and institutions.

HEKS is holding a conference on September 21 entitled „Between war and
peace: the role of the churches in reconciliation processes“ to celebrate the
jubilee marking its 60th year of existence, with different speakers and a num-
ber of workshops (www.heks.ch, see „aktuell“, „events“).

UNITED and Service Civil International Switzerland are organizing a major Eu-
ropean anti-racism conference in the context of the Council of Europe cam-
paign „all different – all equal“. It will take place November 14-19 in the Lake
Neuchâtel region. Individuals and groups who would like to participate
are warmly invited to contact SCI.

Events

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace

building. Other pointers

to events and training

courses are available

through the KOFF-

Infomarket.

http://www.frient.de/aktuelles/detail.asp?id=197
http://www.gtz.de/de/themen/uebergreifende-themen/krisenpraevention/5223.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/publications/249.php
http://www.international-alert.org/publications/249.php
http://www.international-alert.org
http://www.international-alert.org
http://www.cinfo.ch/wDeutsch/mPages/VE/VE_Fo.shtml
http://www.heks.ch
http://www.scich.org/rubrique.php3?id_rubrique=49
http://www.scich.org/rubrique.php3?id_rubrique=49
mailto:info@scich.org
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/45/KOFFTrainings%202006.pdf
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo SDC manual on „conflict sensitive program management“
The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) this year introduced
„conflict sensitive program management“ (CSPM) internally and externally. This
is a range of instruments designed to integrate conflict perspectives in SDC pro-
grams. The subject is thoroughly covered in a four-part manual that has just been
published. The first part consists of the „SDC Guidelines on Peacebuilding“ pub-
lished for the first time in 2003. These guidelines try to provide a better under-
standing of the relationship between war and peace and development coopera-
tion. Part two is the core of CSPM, based on the SDC’s own „Program Cycle
Management“ process. It takes the reader step by step through all the stages.
Part three consists of „Tip Sheets“ concerning specific areas of interest and
related methods, while part four is a „Resource Pack“ containing information on
conflict sensitivity as it applies to projects and programs, together with a glossa-
ry.

Peace and human rights in Swiss foreign policy
The Swiss government sent its report on „Peace and human rights in Swiss
foreign policy“ to parliament in May. The report notes that a number of measures
were taken in the areas of civil conflict transformation and human rights promo-
tion in 2005, for a total investment of SFr 48 million.

During the year Switzerland made particular efforts to contribute to global peace
policy and strengthen the international system for solving conflicts and restoring
the rule of law. The highlights of the report include Switzerland’s contributions to
the creation of the UN Human Rights Council, a UN instrument for combating
illegal small weapons, and the report on the „Global Commission on Internatio-
nal Migration“ with recommendations on how to deal with international migra-
tion management.

Switzerland mediated directly in a number of conflict areas in 2005,while offe-
ring its good offices and contributing to the de-escalation of various conflicts.
Examples include talks between the parties in Macedonia, crisis prevention in
Kyrgyzstan, the promotion of human rights and dialogue in Nepal, a mediation
initiative in Colombia and various other efforts in Sudan, the Near East, Sri Lan-
ka, Indonesia, Georgia, Mexico and Guatemala. Switzerland has attempted to
improve the human rights situation in China, Vietnam, Iran and Indonesia
through bilateral human rights dialogue. The report also discusses efforts to help
develop skills in the following areas: power sharing and federalism, dealing
with the past, justice in transitional processes, contacts with Islamic founda-
tions, gender role in peace questions, and the human rights of the internally
displaced. Finally the report reviews Switzerland’s contributions to multilateral
peace missions, notably through the Swiss Expert Pool for Civilian Peace Buil-
ding, which in 2005 deployed 185 experts in 25 countries.

Manual

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Report „Peace and human

rights in Swiss foreign

policy“

The government has also

approved three additional

reports outlining Swiss

foreign policy positions:

Report on Switzerland’s

activities in the Council

of Europe in 2005

2006 report on

Switzerland’s relations

with the UN and

international 

organizations with head

offices in this country

Report on Switzerland’s

human rights policy in

the 2003-2007 period
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http://www.deza.admin.ch/index.php?navID=92682&langID=6&userhash=50a90710be0566b9a7ab5179670b0387
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/recent/focus/schweizerische_aussenpolitik0.ContentPar.0005.UpFile.tmp/xy_yymmdd_0123456789_l.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/content/eda/g/home/recent/focus/schweizerische_aussenpolitik0.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/content/eda/g/home/recent/focus/schweizerische_aussenpolitik0.html
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Worldvision: „A Shared Future.
Local Capacities for Peace in Community Development“
This book discusses Worldvision International’s experiences in applying the „Do
no harm“ concept in development cooperation. Articles from different  contribu-
tors cover different aspects of the systematic efforts to integrate a „Do no Harm“
approach in the work of Worldvision and the way it is organized, describing the
various steps involved in the process over a period of years. The book, which
has a preface signed by Mary B. Anderson, is intended not just for the training of
Worldvision staff but also as a contribution to the discussion of systematic, long
term integration of a „Do no Harm“ approach in the area of development coope-
ration, among a wider public.
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Local Capacities for

Peace in Community

Development
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Human Rights Tribune

Geneva

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

Web tip
Human Rights Tribune Geneva
Inspired by the creation of the UN Human Rights Council, which met for the first
time in June at its new home in Geneva, the Geneva-based press agency Info-
Sud together with swissinfo and the local „Le Temps“ have launched a „Human
Rights Tribune Geneva“ website. It will provide reports on the Council’s mee-
tings together with explanations. It will also provide press reports on current
events, situation reports, commentaries and analyses on the subject of human
rights worldwide, classified by region. Another feature will be a series of articles
on such topics as civil society, justice, migration, minorities, religion, security,
society, torture, the UN and women. „Human Rights Tribune Geneva“ will at the
same time be an open platform which it is hoped will be used for networking by
a variety of actors, with an open invitation to make their own contributions and
conduct their own discussions.
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