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Gender Roundtable on UN Security Council Resolution
1325: Swiss Strategy and International Dimension
In mid-August, representatives of the Swiss government, several non-govern-
mental organisations (NGOs), and academics attended the special session of
KOFF Gender Roundtable on the UN Security Council Resolution 1325. This ses-
sion gave the opportunity to learn more about different international processes
in developing an action plan and implementing the Resolution 1325 on the ground.

There were reports on the Wilton Park Conference „Peace and Security: Imple-
menting UN Security Council Resolution 1325“, on the Swiss National Action
Plan (NAP), and on the UN NGO working group on „Women, Peace and Securi-
ty“. The discussion centred round questions of accountability, monitoring, cohe-
rence and cooperation of NGOs and governments in the implementation of the
NAPs. As the Chatham House Rule was applied at this roundtable, there are no
references to specific organisations and speakers in this article. 24.08.2006

Sri Lanka Roundtable on the EU-Ban of the LTTE:
What are the Implications for Peace-building?
In the light of the escalating violence in Sri Lanka KOFF organized a meeting on
the implications of the EU ban of the LTTE for peace-building and for Switzerland
as a non-member of the EU. Different NGOs, consultants, government represen-
tatives and members of the diaspora participated and discussed the current
situation. As it was an off-the-record meeting, there are no references to specific
organizations and speakers in this article. 30.08.2006

KOFF Training „Introduction to Dialogue Facilitation“
Continuing the year’s training program KOFF staged a two-day course in „Dia-
logue Facilitation“ at the beginning of July. Participants were given an introduc-
tion to methodology including the preparation, organization and facilitation of
dialogue between the parties to a conflict, together with an explanation of the
„Interactive Conflict Resolution“ approach.

The subject was covered thoroughly with the help of case studies, and partici-
pants were given a chance to develop practical skills through role playing. Trai-
ning of the 20 participants was in the hands of Norbert Ropers, Director of the
Berghof Foundation for Peace Support in Sri Lanka, and Guenther Baechler, „Spe-
cial Advisor for Peace Building“ in Nepal for the Federal Department of Foreign
Affairs. 04.07.2006

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
http://www.international-alert.org/our_work/themes/gender.php
http://www.fco.gov.uk/Files/kfile/ActionPlanForUKWG.pdf
http://www.fco.gov.uk/Files/kfile/ActionPlanForUKWG.pdf
http://www.fco.gov.uk/Files/kfile/ActionPlanForUKWG.pdf
http://odin.dep.no/filarkiv/279831/ActionPlan_Resolution1325.pdf
http://odin.dep.no/filarkiv/279831/ActionPlan_Resolution1325.pdf
http://www.peacewomen.org/un/ngo/wg.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/50/SriLankaRT.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_srilanka.htm
mailto:jakob@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/trainings.pdf
mailto:reimann@swisspeace.ch
mailto:reimann@swisspeace.ch
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/index.php?id=14
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Data banks mediation

MSP

LIPS and „PeaceWomen Across the Globe“ join KOFF
At its last meeting in July the KOFF Steering Committee accepted two new mem-
bers, the Lucerne Initiative for Peace and Security (LIPS) and PeaceWomen Across
the Globe. This brings the total membership at the time of writing to 45 non-
governmental organizations. Additional information on LIPS will be found else-
where in this newsletter under the heading „News from Swiss NGOs“.

31.07.2006

Mediation data banks
swisspeace offers two new data banks on its website, in the areas of mediation
and facilitation in peace processes – one for international organizations and the
other for training opportunities. A total of 48 international organizations are listed
under the heading „Who is Who“ according to the type of organization, the
country of origin and the regional focus. The other data bank lists no less than 83
training opportunities, categorized according to their duration. 31.07.2006

Further information:

MSP Matthias Siegfried

Focus
Non-state armed groups –
part of the problem, part of the solution?
The recent fighting and outbreak of violence in the Middle East and Sri
Lanka have brought once again the issue of non-state armed groups
(NSAG) and how to best engage with them on the agenda of internati-
onal policy-makers and intermediaries. While engaging with NSAG, va-
rious governmental and non-governmental actors have made impor-
tant experiences in humanitarian engagement, NSAG’s adherence to
international human rights and humanitarian norms and conflict trans-
formation and mediation activities. Who are non-state armed groups?
Why is engaging with them crucial for any sustainable peace-building
process? What are the key challenges and possible strategies of enga-
gement with NSAG? These are the questions this article will focus on
drawing very much from recent publications.

There is no generally accepted definition of NSAG. The most recent attempt to
define NSAG comes from the non-governmental organisation Conciliation Re-
sources: Non-state armed groups present actors „which operate outside state
control, challenge the state’s monopoly on coercive force, and who are capable
of preventing, blocking or endangering a humanitarian or conflict resolution initi-
ative.“ In the eyes of NSAG themselves and their supporters, they are the „libe-
ration fighters“ or the „national resistant movement“. Those who are opposed
to engaging with NSAG, refer often to them as „terrorists“. In this article, NSAG
are understood as political actors expressing marginalized groups’ needs and
interests.

KOFF published an

annotated bibliography

on non-state armed

groups. It includes a

wide array of publi-

cations, which focus on

the practical and concep-

tual, political and legal,

humanitarian and peace-

building aspects of the

engagement with armed

groups.

Berghof Foundation

of Conflict Studies

Centre for Humanitarian

Dialogue

Conciliation Resources:

Accord engaging

armed groups in peace

processes
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http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/sfs/SwissPeace_dt.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/sfs/SwissPeace_dt.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/sfs/SwissPeace_dt.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/mediation/mediation.htm
mailto:reimann@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NSAG_AnnotatedBibliography.pdf
http://www.berghof-foundation.lk/
http://www.berghof-foundation.lk/
http://www.hdcentre.org/
http://www.hdcentre.org/
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/accord/engaging-groups/index.php
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/accord/engaging-groups/index.php
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„Deed of Commitment“

 Geneva Call

Dyan Mazurana.

Women in Armed

Opposition Groups

Speak on War, Protec-

tion and Obligations

under International

Humanitarian and

Human Rights Law.

Report of a workshop

organized by Geneva

Call and the Program for

the Study of Inter-

national Organization(s)

Dyan Mazurana. Women

in Armed Opposition

Groups in Africa and the

Promotion of Internatio-

nal Humanitarian Law

and Human Rights

The Armed Groups

Project

Wilton Park Conference

Report „Engagement of

armed groups in peace

processes“

Coalition to Stop the

Use of Child Soldiers

Why engaging with non-state armed groups?

The wide and diverse experiences of governmental and non-governmental inter-
mediaries and aid agencies in Sri Lanka, Columbia, Chechnya and Sudan point to
the following three main reasons and motivations: First, NSAG – next to the
respective government – hold the key in ending the violent conflict. Second, one
could argue that if a non-state actor does not have the possibility to exercise its
„soft power“ like dialogue, it will be more inclined to use „hard power“ like
violence in order to be heard and to be taken seriously. By the same token, a lack
of engagement with NSAG can „empower“ the hardliners. The points are very
well made in the current international debate on sanctions for, listing of and
proscription of NSAG like the LTTE (Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam). Third, only
by dealing with armed groups, there is a chance to improve the living conditions
of the local population.

What are key challenges and dilemma?

While the challenges are always very context-specific, the following three ques-
tions matter in all violent conflict settings: First, how far does engaging with
NSAG mean to recognize and „reward“ the self-understanding of NSAG, their
cause and use of violence? This challenge raises some crucial questions on the
legitimacy of NSAG, who they present and who they control. At the same time, it
points to the real danger that engaging with non-state armed groups may deva-
lue, marginalize or disempower un-armed, non-governmental actors such as civil
society groups and the local population in their non-violent aspirations in building
normalcy and peace. Second, how far is engaging with NSAG based on the
naïve optimism that NSAG will in the end buy into the non-violent, conflict trans-
formation strategy? How far are NSAG seriously interested in transforming them-
selves from militaristic to democratic, social movements? This challenge points
to the different tactical motives why NSAG may agree to or enter third party
interventions ranging from gaining international support and political legitimacy
to rearming. Third, how and why should NSAG in the end give up on violence
and agree to disarmament when violence is part and parcel of the local culture
and social norms?

What are possible strategies for interveners?

The choice at hand depends very much on the political leverage, the mandate of
intermediaries and their existing contacts to NSAG. Interveners may use puniti-
ve, conditionality measures such as „terror listing“ and „naming and shaming“.
Terror listing is often used by governments to freeze funds, limit travel, disrupt
the fighting of NSAG. „Naming and shaming“ of NSAG human rights’ violations
is another disciplining strategy of both governmental and non-governmental or-
ganisations. An illustrative example is the international campaigning of NGOs
like Amnesty International and the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers.

Non-governmental and governmental intermediaries may use capacity building,
conflict transformative strategies. They include NSAG in critical, constructive dia-
logue processes on specific issues like governance, security and reconciliation.
The Berghof Foundation for Conflict Studies has done here pioneering work in
their engagement with the LTTE.

 http://www.genevacall.org/about/testi-mission/gc-deed-of-commitment.pdf
http://www.genevacall.org/resources/testi-publications/gc-23nov05-women.pdf
http://www.genevacall.org/resources/testi-publications/gc-23nov05-women.pdf
http://www.genevacall.org/resources/testi-publications/gc-23nov05-women.pdf
http://www.armedgroups.org/
http://www.armedgroups.org/
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/accord/engaging-groups/documents/WP_EAGPP_report_final.pdf
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/accord/engaging-groups/documents/WP_EAGPP_report_final.pdf
http://www.child-soldiers.org/
http://www.child-soldiers.org/
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News from Swiss NGOs

PBI Switzerland

NGO offers for schools

Peace Brigades International introduces new teaching
module on human rights and non-violence
The Swiss section of Peace Brigades International (PBI) has prepared a teaching
module on human rights and non-violence for levels 7-9 which is being launched
in schools in both German- and French-speaking Switzerland in the 2006/07 school
year. The half-day course is designed to give students a better understanding of
human rights and the principle of non-violence in both theory and practice. A PBI
peace expert explains the role of human rights defenders who as observers of
violations are constantly under threat from all sides, as well as the role of volun-
teers who accompany human rights defenders in areas of conflict. The student is
thus given an insider’s view into situations in which human rights are at risk,
with concrete examples of the non-violent promotion of human rights. Discus-
sion helps to point out the relevance to Switzerland and to the student’s own life.
Various exercises contain proposals for taking concrete action in the everyday
world. PBI also has available other modules for further developing the subject.

01.07.2006

As a start, discussing human rights standards and humanitarian standards with
NSAG may function as a crucial confidence-building measure and as first step in
a peace process. Pioneer work here was done by Geneva Call, which calls vis-
à-vis its „Deed of Commitment“ NSAG to adhere to international humanitarian
norms and a land mine ban. Compared with governmental actors, the non-go-
vernmental work has comparative advantage as it is unofficial, considered less
partial and conveys a lesser degree of recognition of the NSAG.

From the problem to the solution: what is needed?

The present experiences underline the need for further joint efforts to address
the above challenges. Three general desiderata for research and policy-making
stand out: First, sophisticated conflict analysis tools that enable a more differen-
tiated understanding of NSAG, their leadership, ideology and capacities are nee-
ded. Second, existing mechanisms to effectively coordinate the different NSAG
engagement strategies of civil society, humanitarian aid agencies, governmental
and non-governmental interveners have to be set in place.  Third, in most violent
conflict settings engaging with NSAG stresses the distinctive advantages of go-
vernmental and non-governmental approaches. What is needed are innovative
and coherent approaches which capture the sequenced and nuanced application
of strategies and tools of governmental and non-governmental actors.

As Conciliation Resources stresses there is no political alternative but to engage
with NSAG – yet, not to the expense to meaningfully include the un-armed, local
population and the wider civil society in a peace process. A sustainable „peace
architecture“ has to strike the right balance of benefits for un-armed and armed
actors and equally include the affected local population, governmental and non-
governmental institutions, and NSAG. 01.08.2006

Further information:

PBI Carolin Krauss

mailto:reimann@swisspeace.ch
http://www.peacebrigades.ch
http://www.globaleducation.ch/deutsch/files/WE_Be.pdf#search=%22pbi%20schule%22
mailto:carolin.krauss@peacebrigades.ch
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Media workshop for NGO project partners abroad
Charities and peace organizations in Switzerland have professional communica-
tions and marketing departments through which to familiarize the Swiss public
with their work. Most project partners abroad have neither these resources nor
the required knowhow. Their media work is often an arduous task, and so is
reaching a broader public. A medienhilfe workshop is geared toward program
and project leaders in Switzerland, but even more so toward their partner orga-
nizsations abroad. The aim of the workshop is to make a professional analysis of
the media situation in the project country and to build ad hoc media partnerships
designed to render the work of the project more effective.

The workshop will be offered either as a half-day information event or as a full-
day seminar, in which concepts for individual media projects will also be prepa-
red. Also available will be media assessments and media coaching to help with
on-going media work. 18.07.2006

Launch of Interpeace (formerly WSP International)
This summer Interpeace emerged from the chrysalis of the Geneva-based War-
torn Societies Project International, which was created in 1994 in response to
increasing pressure on the international community to tackle complex emergen-
cies and conflicts around the world. Now some 12 years later, with a budget of
USD 18 million and more than 200 staff worldwide, Interpeace is one of the
largest peace-building organizations in the world. Following up on earlier pro-
grammes in Eritrea, Mozambique and Macedonia, Interpeace is currently active
in Somalia (Puntland, Somaliland, South-Central Somalia), Rwanda, Israel, Pales-
tine and Guatemala. The alliance plans further growth this year with new pro-
grams in Burundi, Guinea-Bissau, Indonesia, Liberia, Peru and possibly East Ti-
mor. It is also participating in the search for a regional approach to the youth
gang problems of Central America, and is working with the United Nations and
International IDEA on a post-conflict „constitution making“ project. Interpeace is
supported by an Advisory Council made up of donors which as well as Switzer-
land includes the leadership troika of Sweden (current Chair), Finland (past Chair),
Denmark (future Chair) and UN agencies. The continuing close relationship with
the United Nations is formalized both in a Memorandum of Understanding and
through the institutional structure. 15.07.2006
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medienhilfe

Further information:

medienhilfe

Roland Brunner
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Information

on the launch

of  Interpeace

International Peace-

building Alliance

Interpeace

Further information:

Interpeace Scott Weber

http://www.medienhilfe.ch/
mailto:rbr@medienhilfe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/50/launch-%20KOFF%20newsletter.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/50/launch-%20KOFF%20newsletter.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/50/launch-%20KOFF%20newsletter.pdf
http://www.interpeace.org/
http://www.interpeace.org/
http://www.interpeace.org/
mailto:weber@wsp-international.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 50  7

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks

Geneva Call

Geneva Call’s

„Deed of Commitment“

Focus article

in this newsletter on

non-state armed groups

Three armed non-state actors join ban on anti-personnel mines
Three armed non-state actors agreed to a total ban on anti-personnel mines by
signing Geneva Call’s „Deed of Commitment“, in July and August. The three are
the Kurdistan People’s Congress, also known as the Kurdistan Workers’ Party
(Kongra-Gel/PKK) with its People’s Defence Forces (HPG, armed wing of KON-
GRA GEL); the Kuki National Organisation (KNO), operating in northeast India
and northwest Burma/Myanmar; as well as the Chin National Front (CNF) also
active in Burma/Myanmar, and its military wing Chin National Army (CNA).

Kongra-Gel/PKK has been waging an armed struggle against the Turkish state
since 1984. Both parties used mines, particularly in the predominantly Kurdish
areas in the southeast of the country. Borders with Syria, Iraq, Iran and Armenia
have also been mined by the Turkish army. The Republic of Turkey acceded to the
Ottawa Convention in 2003. The KNO was formed in 1988 and is asking India
and Burma/Myanmar to recognize and secure their land, culture and identity by
according statehood to the Kukis within each country. The CNF/CNA was formed
in 1988 to seek self-determination for the Chin people, to restore democracy and
to lobby for a „federal union“ of Burma. At their General Party Congress in 1997,
the CNF adopted a military code of conduct, which was based on the provisions
of the Geneva Conventions. The code of conduct limited the use of landmines
but did not provide for a total ban, as is now the case. 10.08.2006

HEKS/EPER peace-building workshops in Ethiopia,
„Do No Harm“ in Kosovo
The Humanitarian Service of the Swiss Protestant Churches invited its seven
partner organizations in Gambella (Ethiopia), together with local representatives
of development cooperation, humanitarian aid and the government, to a two-
day peace-building workshop in June. The aim was to exchange information and
work together to improve the participants’ knowledge of instruments and con-
cepts involved in peace-building, which is one of the main areas of focus of
HEKS activities in Gambella.

A case study from the HEKS „Gambella Connecting People Project“ shows that
despite repeated setbacks it is worth making the effort to bring together diffe-
rent interest groups from a village. It was also made clear however that more
needs to be done to analyze the lifestyles and strategies of the different groups
and adapt the project accordingly. Another lesson learned is the  importance of
detailed planning and continuous monitoring of developments in the field. Wor-
king in groups the participants were able to improve their knowledge of project
management as applied to conflicts and about such matters as the role of non-
governmental organizations in peace-building, the role of early warning systems
in conflict regions, and also the part played by traditional as well as modern
conflict-solving mechanisms. All of these ideas were discussed in the specific
context of the conflict in Gambella. 30.06.2006

Further information:

Geneva Call

Elisabeth Reusse-Decrey
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Further information:

HEKS Felix Gnehm

Gambella Connecting

People Project

http://www.genevacall.org/
http://www.genevacall.org/about/testi-mission/gc-04oct01-deed.htm
http://www.genevacall.org/
http://www.genevacall.org/
http://www.genevacall.org/
mailto:ereusse@genevacall.org
mailto:Gnehm@heks.ch
http://www.heks.ch/data/pdf/706-325.pdf#search=%22%E2%80%9EGambella%20Connecting%20People%20Project%E2%80%9C%22
http://www.heks.ch/data/pdf/706-325.pdf#search=%22%E2%80%9EGambella%20Connecting%20People%20Project%E2%80%9C%22
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KOFF-websites

zu Do no Harm

Further information:

HEKS Maya Krell

KOFF Anita Müller

Caritas Gerhard Meili

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information

on the camps

Final report

on the camp in

Montenegro
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Do no Harm workshop in Kosovo

HEKS and Caritas Switzerland and the Center for Peace-building (KOFF) organi-
zed a workshop in Pristina in Kosovo in mid-July to improve understanding of
the Do no Harm approach. Participants included Caritas staff in Kosovo, mem-
bers of HEKS partner organizations and the local representative of the Swiss
Red Cross. The participants felt that if the first introductory courses of 2005 had
included the Do no Harm concept this would have led to greater conflict sen-
sitivity in project work. Henceforth they will pay much greater attention to the
choice of groups to involve in projects, and ways of achieving greater balance
between these groups so as to keep internal tension at the lowest possible
level.

The participants of the workshop analyzed current projects in the light of the
Do no Harm method and developed options to deal with problems that might
arise. These include ways to deal with actors who interfere with the „coming
together“ process, and the choice of beneficiaries when resources are sever-
ely limited. The feedback about the workshop was very positive. This concer-
ned not only the application and development of the Do o Harm approach in
existing projects but also the potential for future cooperation between the
participating organizations, and the exchange and development of ideas for
this purpose. 21.07.2006

World Vision Switzerland: peace camps for young people
in Montenegro, Georgia and Abkhazia
Following the positive experiences of last year, World Vision Switzerland organi-
zed three new peace-building camps this summer. The first camp was conduc-
ted in the last week of June in Montenegro. Participants included some 40 young
people of various ethnic origins and religious affiliations from Albania, Bosnia-
Herzegovina and Kosovo. The other two camps took place in July in Georgia and
Abkhazia. The camp in Tsaghveri, Georgia, was attended by 25 youths from
Azerbaijan, Armenia and Georgia. A camp in Sukhumi, in the Abkhazian moun-
tains, was attended by 40 young people from Chechenya as well as Abkhazia.

The participants had as long as two weeks to get to know each other, away
from the influence of the home environment. Various workshops were organized
by the young people themselves on such topics as „group membership and
exclusion“, discrimination, peaceful solution of conflicts, human rights, and the
UN as a model for the promotion of interethnic dialogue. „The war brought us
much misfortune and hatred. In the peace camp I have learned a lot about my
attitudes and those of others. I think I will be able to deal with conflict and
aggression better. My parents support the idea and are waiting to find out what
I have learned in the camp,“ explains Arlinda (13) from Kosovo. 21.07.2006

Further information:

World Vision Switzerland

Stefanie Jud

mailto:Krell@heks.ch
mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
http://meero.worldvision.org/news_article.php?newsID=1079&countryID=8
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/50/Peace_Camp_Montenegro_2006.pdf
mailto:s.jud@worldvision.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_tools_DoNoHarm.htm
mailto:gmeili@caritas.ch
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News from Swiss Government Agencies

Further information:

Political Affairs Division

IV, Federal Departement

of Foreign Affairs (DFA)

Further information:

LIPS Lucas Beck

Lucerne Initiative for Peace and Security
becomes 44th KOFF member
At the beginning of July 2006 the Lucerne Initiative for Peace and Security (LIPS)
became the newest member of the Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF). LIPS was
founded in October 2003, marking the rediscovery of an old tradition which sees
Lucerne as an international „city of peace“. In the autumn of 2005 LIPS organi-
zed the 14th International Peace Congress in Lucerne, taking up where the peace
conference of 1905 left off.

LIPS sees itself as a „work and communication platform“ whose objective is to
prepare, discuss and promote sustainable approaches to current peace and se-
curity challenges. Its approach is based on an understanding of security and
peace policy wide enough to include social, political, legal, cultural, religious,
economic, military and scientific-technological aspects. LIPS feels that cooperati-
on between the representatives of political, economic and civil society sectors
from different cultures is particularly important. It is also committed to a policy of
political and religious neutrality. In pursuing its goals LIPS works with other orga-
nizations and institutions both at home and abroad. Core activities include the
organization of events such as congresses, workshops and lectures, backed up
by effective communication with the public. 01.07.2006

LIPS

Further information on

the LIPS conference

2005
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Declaration on „women’s rights and UN reform“
Switzerland’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Federal Councilor Micheline Calmy-Rey
has forwarded to UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan a Declaration on the subject
of women’s rights and UN Reform, the result of a DFA networking initiative, co-
signed by 18 other female foreign affairs ministers. The stand taken by the 19
women foreign ministers is that the newly created Human Rights Council should
also deal with women’s rights, and to a greater extent that did the Human Rights
Commission.

In the Declaration the women ministers support the view of the UN High Com-
missioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour, that the expertise of her office (OH-
CHR) in the areas of gender and women’s rights needs to be developed further,
that this should be achieved through the creation of a special organizational unit,
and that gender and women’s rights should be made a priority of the OHCHR.

Furthermore the Declaration supports the  High Commissioner’s proposal that the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), which
currently comes under the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs in New
York, should instead report to the OHCHR. The Declaration states that this would
enhance the Committee’s status and visibility, and give a higher profile to the UN
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.

24.072006

http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/foreign/humsec/gender.ContentPar.0005.UpFile.tmp/cd_060904_rigts9_g.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/english/
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/
mailto:info@eda.ch
mailto:info@demilitarisation.org
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/e/home/foreign/humsec/smallarms.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info_d.asp?article=776
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IV, Federal Departement of

Foreign Affairs

Murezi Michael
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Article in a former

KOFF newsletter

on the first meeting

Ambassadors’ retreat on mediation
Peace talks are highly complex processes with much prestige at stake, and rep-
resent major challenges for Switzerland. With this in mind, Political Department
IV of the Swiss Foreign Ministry (DFA) the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue (hd)
and the Mediation Support Project (MSP) jointly organized a retreat in early Au-
gust for Ambassadors and Heads of Coordination Offices of the Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation (SDC) on mediation and Switzerland’s possibili-
ties.

Alvaro de Soto, who has led several peace talks for the UN, and Martin Griffiths,
Director of the hd, used their opening presentations to set the tone: Switzerland
should not shy away from dialogue with problematic partners and ought to use
its comparative advantages in peace processes. Retreat participants quickly agreed
on that point: many parties in conflict hold Switzerland in high esteem. Its consti-
tutional and mediation specialists have made crucial contributions in peace pro-
cesses such as the conflict between northern and southern Sudan, in Aceh or in
the case of the ceasefire agreement between the LAR rebel organization and
the Ugandan government. And not least of all, precisely in an age of „war on
terrorism“, Switzerland’s independence enables it to nurture contacts with non-
governmental armed groups, which paves the way for the subsequent brokering
of peace talks.

The retreat participants stressed that Switzerland will continue to be in demand
for hosting peace talks – as was the case this spring for talks between the Sri
Lankan Government and the LTTE – or as a facilitator of dialogue processes such
as those now under way between the armed groups and the Government of
Colombia. Switzerland has will have a chance to broker peace talks only if it has
done years of ground-laying work in a conflict region. Switzerland must also be
ready to accept defeat, for peace talks are protracted, and all too often fail.

18.08.2006

Another seminar on the UN Human Rights Council
Switzerland staged another seminar on the Human Rights Council of the United
Nations at the end of August in Lausanne. Topics of discussion were the handling
of the human rights situation in the USA and the introduction of the new „univer-
sal monitoring mechanism“. This mechanism is one of the most important new
departures from the previous Commission on Human Rights and should enable
the Council to monitor the situation in every country over a period still to be
determined. In addition, Walter Kälin and Andrea Aeby from the University of
Bern presented the Universal Human Rights Index that was developed with the
support of the Swiss Ministry for Foreign Affairs (DFA). This online database af-
fords a rapid overview of human rights data in the UN system pertaining to all
countries. Broadly speaking, the seminar was about fostering a more balanced
and less selective working method than under the former Commission on Hu-
man Rights. The formulation of clear and equitable rules on the handling of the

hd 

MSP

mailto:murezi.michael@eda.admin.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info_d.asp?article=893
http://www.hdcentre.org
http://www.swisspeace.org/mediation/mediation.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info_d.asp?article=893
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Berghof-Center

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

SPICE/GTZ

News from the 9 interna-

tional KOFF partner

organizations:

International Partner Organizations

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo Berghof
The Berfhof Foundation has overhauled its Internet site. The changes include
easier access to its publications, and a newsletter now reports on recent
publications. The Berghof Handbook web pages were also redesigned and made
more user-friendly.

FriEnt
FriEnt has set two new priority topics, which are now also present on its web-
site: The role of trouble-makers in peace processes and the relationship between
peace-building and security.

FriENT now has an English language version of its website online

The current FriEnt Newsletter carries a feature on Finland’s EU chairmanship /
conflict prevention in Africa.

International Alert
International Alert’s new publication, „Local Business, Local Peace“, highlights
the potential of private enterprise to play a positive role in peacebuilding. Dra-
wing together a series of 20 case studies, the study details the experiences of
local business people and the impact they have had on peacebuilding – from
mobile phone companies in Sierra Leone, to sugar producers in Guatemala, to
trekking agencies in Nepal

Further information:

Federal Departement of

Foreign Affairs (DFA)

Raphaël Saborit

human rights situation in the individual countries is decisive in that connection.
All countries were invited to the informal discussions. Over 250 representatives
from 140 countries as well as international human rights experts attended the
seminar. The DFA had held similar meetings in May and June 2005 as well as in
May 2006 in Lausanne. 28.08.2006

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace

building.

The annual conference of the Political Affairs Division IV of the Federal Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs being held on September 8 in Bern will focus on „Po-
litical Risks in a Globalised Marketplace: Company Approaches to Conflict
Prevention and Human Rights“.

A Jubilee marking 70 years of existence for the Swiss Labour Assistance
organization takes place in Zurich  September 8. The topic to be discussed by
participants including political, business, trade union and media representati-
ves is „What sort of labour, for what sort of development?“.

http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
http://www.berghof-center.org
http://www.berghof-handbook.net
http://www.frient.de/themen/themen.asp
http://www.frient.de/themen/themen.asp
http://www.frient.de/en/
http://www.frient.de/downloads/FriEnt_Impulse_0706.pdf
http://www.international-alert.org/our_work/themes/LBLP.php
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/g/home/foreign/humsec/frpziv/jako.html
http://www.sah.ch/index.cfm?ID=9D473008-C767-66DA-9CFFC4769B993454
mailto:raphael.saborit@eda.admin.ch
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Other pointers to events

and training courses are

available through the

KOFF-Infomarket.

The next event in the KOFF series of „comparative reflections“ on the chal-
lenge of dealing with the past in Guatemala and Bosnia-Herzegovina is a
roundtable scheduled for September 12 at swisspeace in Bern, featuring Ger-
ri Müller (Swiss MP) and Stephan Husy (Head of Peace  Policy, Political Affairs
Division IV). The meeting will focus on experiences so far in the two regions,
and the prospects for peace promotion from the point of view of Swiss fo-
reign policy.

The Humanitarian Service of the Swiss Protestant Churches (HEKS) in collabo-
ration with KOFF are organizing two events, one on September 14 in Spiez
and a second on September 19 in Roggwil for information and discussion on
„dealing with the past“ in Guatemala. A seminar with guest speakers will
take place in Bern on September 16.

How does the situation for women worldwide look a decade after the World
Conference on Women in Beijing? The cfd-Office for Feminist Peace Action
and the Office for Equality of the City of Zurich have organized a meeting, on
the subject to take place September 15 in Zurich. The results of a related
study by the UN Research Institute  for Social Development (UNRISD) will be
presented at the meeting.

swisspeace will be screening the documentary film „Spin Giri – Die weissen
Bärte“ on September 21. The film provides an insight into the work of national
and international actors in Afghanistan in the context of the parliamentary
elections of 2005. It documents the way in which the  Tribal Liaison Offices
work, a project initiated and carried forward by swisspeace and the German
Heinrich-Böll Foundation in the Pashtun provinces of Paktia, Paktika and Khost.

Peace Brigades International Switzerland is holding informative afternoon
meetings on September 23 in Bern and again on September 30 in Zurich and
Lausanne.

The Association for Latin America-Switzerland (ALAS) is holding a series of
six lectures in September and October in Bern on the subject of „A wind of
change in Latin America. Left-wing governments – political renewal?“.

Publications
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TEC

Synthesis Report of the Tsunami Evaluation Coalition (TEC)
TEC, an international multi-agency effort to enhance humanitarian aid, last July
unveiled its Synthesis Report, the culmination of over a year’s work by TEC
member agencies. Together with the evaluations it examines the successes and
failures of efforts to respond to the tsunami between the first eight and 11
months, as well as the constraints.

The report has three main parts: an introduction; a section on the disaster and
the response; conclusions and recommendations. It shows that emergency relief
is not given purely on the basis of need, but also in response to political pressu-

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/DwPRT12092006.pdf
http://www.latinoamerica-suiza.org/documentos/Seminar%20Garavito%204-sei-5%5B1%5D.doc%20definive%20Fassung.pdf#search=%22heks%20swisspeace%20guatemala%22
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/index.php
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/info_nachmittage.htm
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/info_nachmittage.htm
http://www.kolumbien-aktuell.ch/alledokumenten/alas2006.pdf#search=%22alas%20lateinamerika%20schweiz%22
http://www.deza.admin.ch/index.php?navID=92682&langID=6&userhash=50a90710be0566b9a7ab5179670b0387
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res and what aid agencies think will be popular with the donating public. The
report calls for independent monitoring of governments to make their funding
systems impartial, flexible, transparent and based on the principles of good do-
norship.

It includes an appeal to governments for more consistent donations, and for the
kind of support prior to disasters that would help states in high-risk zones to
reduce these risks and improve their ability to respond when disaster strikes. It
asks international agencies not to by-pass local structures that are already in
place but unable to cope alone in a disaster, but rather to work through them
and help to improve their capacity.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

dignity-rights.com

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

Web tip

Digital redesign of human rights declaration
Dignity-rights.com is a new and very attractive visual presentation of the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948. The website displays 30 of the articles
which make up the Declaration using an original image-letter format in which
each letter stands for a human rights topic and is linked with a great many
current corresponding human rights violations taken from the Human Rights Watch
data bank. The website was created in the context of a thesis prepared for the
Zurich School of Art and Design.
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