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Israel/Palestine Roundtable on State building in Palestine
KOFF organized a Roundtable on „State building in Palestine: lessons learned
and new ways forward“ at the end of September for members of Swiss deve-
lopment cooperation and peace organizations active in the Middle East. The
guest speaker was Karma Nabulsi of Oxford University, a former representative
of the Palestine Liberation Organization and ann adviser to the peace negotia-
tions of 1991-1993.

Nabulsi pointed out that since the Oslo agreement the international community
has given high priority to the development of a democratic Palestinian society.
Despite this there has occured a „de-democratization“ of Palestinian politics and
society at all levels. Nabulsi sees the weakening of the PLO as on of the reasons
for this. Following the Oslo agreement the PLO was to some extent replaced by
the Palestinian Authority (PA), which since then has been responsible for Palesti-
nian affairs inside the occupied territory. A major consequence of this according
to Nabulsi has been the increasing separation of „inside“ from „outside“ which
resulted in  the de facto exclusion of the Palestinian refugees living outside the
occupied territory from all of the important decision-making processes. Further-
more international donors at the level of civil society concentrated almost exclu-
sively on assisting non-governmental organizations after Oslo. This led to the
weakening of existing local structures that were deeper rooted in the society,
according to Nabulsi.

Thee participants of the roundtable then divided into two groups and on the
basis of what they had heard discussed possible changes in strategic orienta-
tions. The first group focused its attention on new approaches that might be able
to end the separation between the „inside“ and the“outside“. The second group
discussed the legitimacy of diverse civil society partners and reflected upon ways
how to strengthen these partners. 28.09.2006

Afghanistan Roundtable: worsening of the situation and
revival of the Taliban movement
KOFF organized a second Roundtable on Afghanistan in mid-October. Conrad
Schetter, Senior Research Fellow at the Center for Development Research (ZEF)
of the University of Bonn, gave his assessment of the current situation in Afgha-
nistan. Both the approach  to reconstruction and the military deployment of the
international community since 2001 have suffered from poor concepts and mis-
takes, according to Schetter. The Taliban were assumed to be an artificial move-
ment controlled from Pakistan, whereas in fact they have deep roots in certain
sections of the local population. The fact that the Taliban have no clear hierarchy
makes it almost impossible for military forces to combat them. The Taliban also

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_middleeast.htm
mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.zef.de/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info_e.asp?article=885
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info_d.asp?article=885
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info_d.asp?article=885
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KOFF trainings 2006

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann

provided a degree of security, a feat which the coalition forces have so far been
unable to match. This overall assessment by Conrad Schetter was endorsed by a
number of Roundtable participants, recently returned from Afghanistan.

In the closing discussion efforts were made to suggest possible alternative ap-
proaches that would enable the international actors to continue operations. The
proposals included confidence-building measures and networking, in particular
between local communities and the government. Moreover there is a need for
capacity building, and political training should be provided to develop a better
understanding of the roles of the different actors. Furthermore the population
needs to be better informed about the reconstruction process. Roundtable parti-
cipants also recommended shifting the focus away from ethnic identity to a
collective Afghan identity. Regional differences and complex local situations should
be taken into consideration at an earlier stage, i.e. at the level of project plan-
ning. Finally the participants felt that a greater effort should be made to collabo-
rate with traditional and civil society structures.

Another KOFF Afghanistan Roundtable will be held next year, a fact welcomed
by all participants. Expected to take place in the second half of January, it will
look at the influence of Islamic structures on international cooperation in Afgha-
nistan. 12.10.2006

KOFF training in strategic conflict analysis
The last of this year’s four-part KOFF training series was a two-day training ses-
sion in strategic conflict analysis at the beginning of October. In charge of the
training were independent consultant Sue Williams and KOFF’s Cordula Reimann.
The first day was devoted to a presentation of the various methods and tools
used in conflict analysis. Working in groups participants applied individual instru-
ments to an imaginary conflict serving as an example, and then looked for the
analytical and practical advantages and disadvantages. This analysis served as
the basis for the development of an organization-specific strategy on the second
and final day. The participants included personnel from the Federal Department
of Foreign Affairs, Swiss non-governmental organizations and several interna-
tional organizations. 10.10.2006

mailto:schmeidl@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/45/KOFFTrainings%202006.pdf
mailto:reimann@swisspeace.ch
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 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks Political early warning:
closing the gap between theory and practice
The aim of political early warning systems is to „see through the fog“
and attempt to identify the most likely developments in a conflict, and
the most promising options for  dealing with them. Efforts in this direc-
tion would ideally make it possible to prevent the realization of a „worst
case“ scenario, and/or provide support for de-escalation processes. This
Focus article looks at the challenges involved in the creation of an ef-
fective political early warning system, and the way in which the swiss-
peace political early warning program „FAST International“ operates.

Immediately after the waves of the great tsunami inundated the coastal regions
of East Asia at the end of 2004 plans were made for the development of an early
warning system to prevent a recurrence of such devastation. The reaction of the
international community was similar to that of 10 years earlier, following the
terrible events in Rwanda, when the unanimous feeling was that everything
must be done to prevent such an outbreak of violence from ever happening
again. The tsunami early warning system is already in the process of becoming a
reality. But political early warning systems capable of anticipating violent con-
flicts still seem to be a long way off. While there is no shortage of conferences on
the subject of conflict prevention and early warning, there is still much to be
done to match theory with practice. Although there are in fact several scientifi-
cally supported early warning systems, the relentless rise in the number of vio-
lent conflicts shows just how ineffective these are in the real world.

Spotting „windows of opportunity“

Political early warning is the indispensable precondition for preventive political
action. The aim is to be able to identify key political circles in an emerging crisis
in good time, and not only to provide these with reliable information that will
enable them to take suitable measures to forestall a violent escalation of the
conflict, but also to help reinforce the peace-building process in a meaningful
way. Indeed a good political early warning system must be capable not only of
preventing an escalation of violence – it must also strengthen the peace pro-
cess. This means unrelenting vigilance, so as not to miss the turning point in the
peace-war continuum that will determine whether or not a conflict will escalate
into violence or de-escalate from a high-level of risk to a low level.

The key to successful early warning

As well as knowing what to warn about and the opportunities to look out for,
those directly concerned need to be aware of possible early warning signs. Poli-
tical early warning can only succeed when it is known precisely who is to be
warned, and to what „windows of opportunity“ to draw their attention. In this
context one needs to have a clear idea about the various strategic objectives of
the actors, what room for manoeuvre there is if any, and the instruments at the

Focus
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http://www.swisspeace.org/fast/Default.htm
http://www.fewer.org/
http://www.cewarn.org/
http://www.usc.edu/dept/LAS/ir/cis/cews/
http://www.euconflict.org/
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Further information:

Heinz Krummenacher

actors disposal. The success or failure of a political early warning system also
depends on the quality and reliability of the information and the system’s inte-
gration in the political decision-making process.

FAST International – the swisspeace political early warning program

FAST (German acronym, meaning „early analysis of tense situations and fact
finding“) International was founded in 1998 by swisspeace in collaboration with
the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). The system is aimed
at political decision makers in the development agencies of Canada, Austria,
Sweden and Switzerland. FAST International concerns itself with a wide range
of conflict types, and tries to identify at the earliest possible moment any mani-
festations of violence either within a State or between States.

The importance of getting to know the actors in a potential conflict

FAST International is aware of the different conflict escalation and de-escalation
processes and therefore makes use of both a generalizing quantitative-empirical
approach (event data analysis) and qualitative research elements (expert analy-
sis). This approach means that FAST International needs to be well informed
about the objectives, strategies and the means available to prominent actors in
a crisis. For it is not so much a country’s structural state that is the determining
factor in the issue of peace or war as the behavior of key actors. For it cannot be
said that poverty and a failing economy, or religious and/or ethnic differences
inevitably lead to an outbreak of violence. In many cases it is the political actors
who take advantage of potential sources of conflict to achieve their own ends,
provoking armed conflict or war accidentally or on purpose. In a situation where
the most important actors do not really want peace and stability because they
stand to gain from variations on the theme of war and chaos, preventive efforts
will be of no avail.

Developing a course of action for politicians and administrators

Political science in this field should not limit itself to sounding academic alarm
bells. Researchers should make greater efforts to outline a pertinent course of
action, with options. In the view of FAST International an effective early warning
system must be built from a careful blend of scientific analysis, political evalua-
tion and political action. When scientifically valid information can be translated
into precise proposals for action and sent to key actors at the political and admi-
nistrative levels for effective implementation at the appropriate moment, we
will then be able to talk about early warning systems as a genuine tool of peace.

21.10.2006

This Focus article was prepared by Heinz Krummenacher, swisspeace CEO
and head of FAST International early warning programs. It is a shortened
version in translation of a text printed in the current issue of the publication
„eins Entwicklungspolitik“.

Schmeidl Susanne.

Early Warning and

Integrated Response

Development. Romanian

Journal of Political

Science (Special Issue on

Conflict and Reconci-

liation sponsored by

UNDP Office Romania)

1(2): 4-50. 2001

Schmeidl Susanne.
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nationaler Organisa-

tionen zur Frühwarnung

und Prävention von

schweren Menschen

rechtsverletzungen und

bewaffneten Konflikten.

In: Hummel Hartwig

(Hg.). Völkermord:

Friedenswissenschaft-

liche Annäherung an

Unbegreifliches.

Baden-Baden.

Nomos Verlag.

164-182. 2001

mailto:heinz.krummenacher@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/52/KOFF_Newsletter_Focus52.pdf
http://www.entwicklungspolitik.org/


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 52  6

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

Media Aid, Office Ticino

María Cecilia Calello

Media Aid conference on media, justice and reconciliation
in the former Yugoslavia
Media Aid organized a conference in collaboration with the „Executive Master in
Intercultural Communication“ of the University of Lugano at the end of October
on the theme of „Media, justice and reconciliation – the case of the former
Yugoslavia“. The speakers were Carla del Ponte, Chief UN War Crimes Prosecutor
and Prosecutor at the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia
(ICTY), Nena Skopljanac, CEO of Media Aid, and the journalist Tomas Miglierina
of Radio Ticino (Swiss Italian Radio).

The conference was attended by about 200 participants from the world of poli-
tics, the university, the media and the local population. The leitmotiv was the
creation of room for analysis and dialogue. Also on the agenda was the role of
the media in providing information on war crimes, the strengthening and imple-
mentation of human rights and the conflict between politics and justice on the
way to reconciliation.

Nena Skopljanac focused on certain aspects of reconciliation and dealing with
the past. She referred to concrete projects with which Media Aid concerns itself,
in most cases with financial support from Political Affairs Division IV of the Fe-
deral Department of Foreign Affairs. Examples include „Trial TV“ which reports
on the trials at the ICTY and the „Independents for the Truth“ production. These
are documentary films based on costly research and dealing with specific war
crimes. They confront the public with crimes supposedly committed in its name,
and give the victims a platform. Another example is the „Cross-ethnic radio
programming in Kosov@  – CerpiK“ which is a weekly 30-minute radio maga-
zine in Albanian, Serbian and Turkish.

Carla del Ponte stressed the importance of the media as an instrument for exer-
ting pressure on politicians by means of public opinion. Manipulated by the au-
thorities the leading media in the former Yugoslavia have for too long presented
a distorted version of the truth. Even today according to del Ponte some of them
are willing to turn a blind eye to horrible crimes while lending credence to far-
fetched conspiracy theories. 23.10.2006

Hirondelle Foundation radio project in Sudan
The Hirondelle Foundation and the UN Mission in Sudan (UNMIS) have launched
a radio station in southern Sudan. Following negotiations with the Sudanese
government which lasted over a year „Miraya FM“ went on the air in the sum-
mer of this year with information bulletins, discussion programs, „magazines“
and special programs on the North-South peace agreement. At present the sta-
tion is only able to reach southern Sudan, and is still forbidden by the govern-
ment of „National Unity“ in Khartoum to beam any of its programs to the North

News from Swiss NGOs

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks
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http://www.unmis.org/English/radio.htm
http://www.hirondelle.org/hirondelle.nsf/0/a6eccb0190d6e3afc1257132004903a1/$FILE/Quoi%20de%20Neuf%20No13.pdf
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Further information

on the project

of Darfur. The programs are prepared in Khartoum and Juba, but broadcast only
from Juba. The range of the transmitter is just 80 kilometres.  Miraya FM involves
the collaboration of 75 local journalists and technicians as well as some 20
foreigners from UNMIS and the Hirondelle Foundation. 10.10.2006

New CIMERA project on history teaching in Georgia
A new CIMERA project analyzing the treatment given to Armenian and Azeri
minorities in Georgian history books used in schools and the space allotted to
these minorities is up and running in Georgia, from September to the end of
2006. The project has two specific objectives: to increase awareness about the
historical treatment of minorities as a potential source of conflict, and to develop
constructive ideas on how to deal with such matters in the future.

A study will be made of how Armenian and Azeri minorities are currently presen-
ted in schools history books in Georgia. Once the study is completed a workshop
will be organized for authors of school manuals, history teachers from Azeri and
Armenian schools, as well as representatives from the Ministry of Education and
international organizations. Discussions will focus on how to devise a basis for
the teaching of history that would be acceptable for all sub-groups in Georgian
society. Specific recommendations     will then be made to the Georgian Ministry of
Education. 12.10.2006

Research project in Serbia, Georgia, Ukraine and Kyrgyzstan

A CIMERA research project begun in April this year and due to end next
March focuses on four case studies in Serbia, Georgia, Ukraine and Kyrgyzs-
tan. The aim is to analyze the way in which the role of civil society actors
changed following revolutions in the four countries, as well as the political
processes which, from the perspective of civil society actors, might lead to
further democratization and reform, and the future prospects. Each case stu-
dy will focus on youth movements, human rights activists and organizations,
as well as the independent mass media. A research paper will then assess
civil society actors’ perceptions about prospects for further democratization
and reform, their respective roles and the political processes underlying the
remaining potential for democratic reform. The final chapter will be a compa-
rative analysis of the outcomes of the four revolutions and their impact on
neighboring post-Soviet countries.

World Vision Switzerland supports Mitrovica Week of Peace
The  „Mitrovica Week of Peace“, organized by the Council for Peace and Tolerance
(CPT) and supported by World Vision Switzerland, was held for the fourth time
Sept. 15-21. Founded in 2000 by a multi-ethnic group of citizens this local NGO’s
goal is to promote peace and re-establish relationships and tolerant co-existence

Further information:

CIMERA Aurelie Perrin

Further information:

CIMERA Vicken Cheterian

Further information

on the research project
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Photo report

Mitrovica Week

mailto:JMootoosamy@hirondelle.org
http://www.cimera.ch/en/research/ind_ht_in_geo.htm
mailto:aurelie.perrin@cimera.org
mailto:vicken.cheterian@cimera.org
http://www.cimera.ch/en/projects/ind_color_rev.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/NL/52/Photo_Report_WeekofPeace.pdf
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News from Swiss Government Agencies
Evaluation of Swiss peace-building program in Guatemala
The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs’ Political Affairs Division IV (PD IV) this
year ordered the evaluation of certain strategic partners, and also of activities in
relation to  human rights dialogue. The first medium-term evaluation of a geogra-
phically oriented peace-building program was carried out this summer in Guate-
mala. The evaluation report concludes that this program has shown itself to be
flexible enough to adapt to the specific requirements of the host country. It con-
sists of a great many different projects, some of which are thought capable of
having a significant impact, notably on the process of institutional change and in
the creation of new areas of dialogue. In general the program has also been
flexible enough to adapt to new circumstances, and to fit in with the programs of
other donors. Noting that in the 2003-06 period PD IV was gradually developing
management instruments, the report goes on to say that further efforts are
needed in the area of monitoring.

The evaluation report also credits the program with „a remarkable degree of
relevance and visibility“. Partner organizations as well as external observers
generally agree that Switzerland is making a significant contribution to the buil-
ding and consolidation of peace initiatives in Guatemala. This is particularly the
case with regard to „Dealing with the Past“ and efforts to combat impunity. The
report says the program has made valuable contributions to the achievement of
substantial institutional changes. Examples include efforts in favor of the office
of a human rights ombudsman to safeguard an archive of police files that came
to light in 2005, and initiatives for the coordination and harmonization of interna-
tional efforts at cooperation.

in Mitrovica. It represents five ethnic groups (Albanian, Serb, Bosnian, Turk,
Ashkali) and three religious affiliations (Muslim, Orthodox and Catholic).
The Week of Peace activities included a Roundtable debate on „the role of
youth in improving life in Mitrovica“  conducted by an Imam. Participants agreed
on the need to improve ethnic relationships by strengthening youth networks
and encouraging active participation between ethnic groups. Participating in a
day trip, 60 children from all ethnic groups visited the Sokolica Monastery and
the nearby monument to Isa Bolletini, an Albanian national hero. Some 40 youth
attended a training     course     in child rights.  A two-day seminar on corruption and
its implications for the development of a healthy society was attended by 20
local NGO staff and 10 university students. Eighty boys took part in a multi-
ethnic football competition called „Sport Day for Peace“. . . . . Fifteen art students
from all ethnic groups painted their ideas of peace in Mitrovica for an „Art for
Peace“ competition.  And finally Mitrovica’s cultural and traditional diversity
was celebrated in the „International  Day of Peace“ which ended the week’s
events. 14.10.2006

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_guatemala.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info.asp?article=935
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info.asp?article=935
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/51/interpeace.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/51/interpeace.pdf
mailto:s.jud@worldvision.ch
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In conclusion the evaluation report recommends that the recognition of
Switzerland’s positive role by other international actors should be turned  to
good account with a push to further integrate „Do no Harm“ and conflict trans-
formation in cooperation efforts. An example is the land registry project of the
State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (seco) which already incorporates these
aspects and thus has a positive influence on other donors. It also recommends
that before the program ends in 2007 a special effort should be made to commu-
nicate the lessons learned through knowledge management. 12.10.2006

SDC mid-term strategy for South Asia
The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) this October consen-
ted to its strategy for South Asia in the medium term (2006–2010). The approach
it has adopted for this region stresses both the rights of the people and the
obligations of government institutions, in the framework of internationally recog-
nized human rights. Fundamental principles of good governance and human
rights – participation and empowerment, transparency and accountability, equal
rights and non-discrimination – will be integrated in all development and coope-
ration programs.

The strategies adopted for all the countries of  South Asia in which the SDC is
active focus on two key issues: good governance – including such key aspects
as rule of law, democratic participation, accountability, access to justice, decen-
tralization, local governance and corruption – and improvement in opportunities
to earn a living. All programs must include gender-sensitive planning, supervi-
sion and evaluation. Where appropriate program management will also have to
be conflict-sensitive.

SDC programs in South Asia cover five countries: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, In-
dia, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. Priority is currently given to Bangladesh and Pakis-
tan. Although the SDC will continue to give Bangladesh priority over the long
term, its commitments in Pakistan will be reviewed between now and 2010,
following which this country will probably have to be deprioritized. In Afghanis-
tan, where the security situation remains difficult, the SDC will continue to imp-
lement a very flexible special program. In India, which has long been a priority
country for the SDC, the level of commitment is due to be reduced in the current
year. Finally in Sri Lanka the Agency is continuing to run selected projects which
concentrate on conflict transformation and the promotion of human rights, ma-
king a special effort to develop synergies with Swiss humanitarian aid and peace-
building.

The funds available for all programs in South Asia are to be reduced by a quarter,
or about SFr45m over the next four years. This means that the amounts spent in
Afghanistan and Bangladesh will increase slightly, while the budget for Pakistan
will fall slightly, and for India significantly. 24.10.2006

Further information:

SDC Christoph Graf

mailto:mo.bleeker@admin.ch
http://www.deza.admin.ch/index.php?navID=21085&langID=6&userhash=3f1b3741d7fa4222c9b5ed0a7cd8e013
http://www.deza.admin.ch/index.php?navID=21085&langID=6&userhash=3f1b3741d7fa4222c9b5ed0a7cd8e013
mailto:Christoph.Graf@deza.admin.ch
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo Berghof

The Berghof Foundation announces four new publications:

„Transitions from Violence to Peace: Revisiting Analysis and Intervention in
Conflict Transformation“

„On Good Terms: Clarifying Reconciliation“

„Local Ownership in Conflict Transformation Projects: Partnership, Participation
or Patronage?“

„Jugendarbeit und Friedensförderung in Ostbosnien“

EPLO

On 20 September, the European Policy Centre and ELIAMEP hosted a work-
shop in Athens on „The EU and the Balkans: Looking Back, Looking Forward“.

The Europe Peacebuilding Liaison Office (EPLO) General Assembly takes place
on 15-16 November. The theme is „Civil Society and Peacebuilding Potential,
Limitations and Critical Factors“.

FriEnt

The „State and Non-State Cooperation for Crisis Prevention and Peace-Buil-
ding Policy“ documentation of the Working Group and Institute for Develop-
ment and Peace (FriEnt/INEF) can be obtained from FriEnt.

FriEnt has published an article on „Methoden zur konfliktsensiblen Gestaltung
von Friedens- und Entwicklungsarbeit im Spannungsfeld von Wissenschaft,
Praxis und Politik“.

International Alert

On 11 September, International Alert hosted a Seminar in Kinshasa on „Pro-
moting good governance in the DRC: what support for state and non-state
institutions?“. A report is available.

International Alert has published two reports on conflict sensitivity practices.
The first one addresses engineering contractors and their clients and exami-
nes some key issues related to conflict, contractors and conflict sensitivity,
and introduces the concept of conflict-sensitive business practice. The second
one highlights the risks associated with financing projects in conflict-prone
areas, and proposes better lending practices in conflict-prone states.

http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
http://www.berghof-center.org/uploads/download/br15e.pdf
http://www.berghof-center.org/uploads/download/br15e.pdf
http://www.berghof-center.org/uploads/download/br14e.pdf
http://www.conflictprevention.net/index.cfm?act=dspReport&reportUid=F4KH3TS63M485YHK
http://www.frient.de/downloads/FriEnt_Impulse_02_0906.pdf
http://www.frient.de/downloads/FriEnt_Impulse_02_0906.pdf
http://www.frient.de/downloads/FriEnt_Impulse_02_0906.pdf
http://www.international-alert.org/publications/270.php
http://www.international-alert.org/publications/271.php
http://www.international-alert.org/publications/271.php
http://www.berghof-center.org/uploads/download/boc27e.pdf
http://www.berghof-center.org/uploads/download/br13dweb.pdf
http://www.frient.de/materialien/detaildoc.asp?id=347
http://www.conflictprevention.net/index.cfm?act=dspReport&reportUid=9M3W6NYLBLCZ7G2B
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7 November, the theme of the swisspeace annual conference in Bern will be
„Dealing with the Past in Post-Conflict Societies – Ten Years after the Peace
Accords in Guatemala and Bosnia-Herzegovina“.

31 October to 10 November: the Swiss Agency for Development and Coopera-
tion (SDC) hosts an exhibition entitled „1000 PeaceWomen across the Globe“
in Bern.

2 November: SWISSAID is conducting an international conference in Geneva
on the following topic „Oil does not have to be a curse for Africa. How the
nations of black Africa can take advantage of the oil boom“.

18 November: „Women for Peace Switzerland“ is holding a members
meeting in Bern.

24 November: Alliance Sud is holding a meeting in Bern on the following topic
„Is Africa suffering from too much aid?“.

4 and 7 December: Christian Peace Service (cfd) will be holding three
meetings and discussion rounds in Bern, Zurich and Lucerne on the follo-
wing subject „Palestine under a new government. How will the change
affect women?“
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swisspeace Working

Paper: A Thousand Hills

for 9 Million People. Land

Reform in Rwanda:

Restoration of Feudal

Order or Genuine Trans-

formation? FAST Country

Risk Profile Rwanda.

swisspeace Working Paper Land Reform in Rwanda
In February 2004 Rwanda officially adopted a national land policy and in Septem-
ber 2005 a national land law came into effect. Looking ahead to the upcoming
implementation of this new statutory framework on land tenure and manage-
ment this swisspeace study analyses the regulation of land rights and resource
distribution before, during, and after the genocide, and its impact on both the
conflict and reconciliation. Furthermore it sheds light on the shaping of the new
land policy and law with regard to civil participation, discussing its eventual
impact on peace consolidation and long-term stability in Rwanda. The report
argues that both the content and the way in which the policy and the law have
been developed raise doubts about the government’s true intentions.

Kings of Peace, Pawns of War: the story of peace-making
In „ Kings of Peace, Pawns of War: the untold story of peace-making“ Harriet
Martin, a former journalist who now works for the United Nations tells the story
of six mediators who are among the most experienced in their profession, ha-
ving mediated in some of the most difficult recent conflicts including Sudan, Sri
Lanka, Aceh, Cyprus, Iraq and Afghanistan. Written in a very personal style and
not lacking in a kind of suspense, these portraits of Lakhdar Brahimi, Alvaro de
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Harriet Martin. Kings of

Peace, Pawns of War: the

untold story of peace-

making. London/New York

2006. ISBN 0-8264-9057-3.

http://www.swisspeace.org/news/default.htm
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/typo/index.php?id=5&L=0
http://www.swissaid.ch/news/d/veranstalt.htm
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/pdf/2006-11-18_Einladung-MV.pdf
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/pdf/2006-11-18_Einladung-MV.pdf
http://www.alliancesud.ch/deutsch/pagesnav/framesE4.htm?H&H_AaLe.htm
http://www.cfd-ch.org/pdf_temp/cfd-Veranstaltungsreihe_06.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/publications/wp/WP_1_2006_rwanda2.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/publications/wp/WP_1_2006_rwanda2.pdf
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Web tip
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unpeacemaker.org

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New UN mediation and peace agreement website
The United Nations Department of Political Affairs has created an all-purpose
online mediation support tool. The website unpeacemaker.org provides nume-
rous definitions and databases relating to peace agreements, peacemaking
mandates and managing a peace process. The peacemakers’ toolbox consists of
operational guidance, a humanitarian negotiations manual, expert essays, con-
flict prevention tools and a handbook for the drafting of constitutions. Finally the
website provides links to a wide variety of resources including a legal library,
selected literature, research centers, training sessions, and international media.
Although UN peacemaker is aimed at professionals, it will also be a source of
valuable advice and support for other persons and organizations engaged in
peacemaking efforts.
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Soto, Martin Griffiths, Vidar Helgesen, Erik Solheim and Lazaro Sumbeiywo pro-
vide a fascinating insight into mediation as a field in which tactical ability, staying
power and the personality of the mediator play an important role. The difficult
dilemmas which are the daily bread of mediators are also clearly depicted. And
the reader is given a privileged insight into the power games going on „off
stage“ as the various parties involved, the parties to the conflict and external
players such as the USA, follow their own personal agendas. The book ends with
an analytical contribution provided by Antonia Potter, who wonders why it is that
there is hardly a woman anywhere to be seen in this field.

http://www.unpeacemaker.org
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:jakob@swisspeace.ch
mailto:newtrim@fastwebnet.it
http://www.alliancesud.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/
http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.bethlehem-mission.ch/
http://www.bfa-ppp.ch/eng/
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.casin.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/index.php
http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.ggs-ccs.ch/
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.helvetas.ch/
http://www.info-link.org
http://www.intercooperation.ch/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.wsp-international.org/
http://www.interteam.ch/start.htm
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://www.medienhilfe.ch/index.php?id=1&L=1
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.mission-21.org
http://www.miva.ch/
http://www.miva.ch/
http://www.refbejuso.ch/content/showInfo.asp?InfoId=791
http://www.peacewatch.ch
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.afsc.org/quno.htm
http://www.scich.org/
http://www.gfbv.ch/index1.html
http://www.swissaid.ch/
http://www.swissaid.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.sah.ch/de/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.friedensrat.ch/
http://www.redcross.ch
http://www.osar.ch/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.worldvision.ch/
http://www.worldvision.ch/

