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Sudan Roundtable with analysis of the current situation
KOFF hosted the second Sudan Roundtable of the year in November. The main
focus was on an analysis of the situation in Sudan in general and in the south in
particular, and the relationship between developments in the south and in Dar-
fur. The challenges currently faced by development actors were also discussed.

The conflicts in the south, east and west of Sudan, including Darfur, need to be
seen in the context of three separate systems, and also in a larger regional
context. In carrying out an analysis of each individual conflict it is important to
consider both the interrelationships and the regional dimension. When it comes
to solving the Darfur conflict there is a noticeable reluctance on the part of the
South. This is due among other things to its adoption of an erroneous strategy,
but it also reflects the fear that once a solution is found for Darfur the South  will
no longer interest anyone and the sources of aid will dry up. One of the main
problems is the lack of a shared vision of a united Sudan among actors all of
whom are exclusively focused on their own regions.

Ever since the signing of the peace agreement, the South has been infected by
a kind of a „gold-digger syndrome“ with regard to development cooperation,
and this has had a major impact on the efforts of the various actors. The challen-
ges which they face were identified and discussed, taking as an example the
case of one of the non-governmental organizations (NGOs) represented at the
Roundtable. These challenges arise for example, when the staff of local NGOs
move on to a government agency or to one of the big international organisations
newly active in the South. This can endanger or indeed destroy the structures
that have been built up. A critical view was also taken of the many inexperi-
enced international „conflict and reconciliation experts“.

It was decided on this occasion that one of the three Sudan Roundtable due to
take place in 2007 will be widened to include a Horn of Africa (eastern Africa)
Roundtable. 08.11.2006

Special KOFF session on „trauma work in a war zone“
At the beginning of November, representatives of Swiss civil society, govern-
ment and academics and the Sri Lankan diaspora attended a special KOFF sessi-
on in Bern entitled „Trauma work in a war zone. Experiences with tsunami and
war-afflicted women in northern Sri Lanka“..... Several Roundtables (Gender, Dea-
ling with the Past and Sri Lanka) collaborated in hosting this event.

The discussion focused in particular on the first-hand experience of one KOFF
member organization active in northern Sri Lanka. The representatives from Sri
Lanka considered their experiences in the context of wider empowerment and
rehabilitation. Participants identified the following as the main challenges: the
socio-cultural limitations, in a Sri Lankan context, of western approaches to trau-
ma healing and counseling; the role of religion in healing and trauma work; the

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_sudan.htm
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/index.php?id=14
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/index.php?id=14
mailto:rottler@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_srilanka.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_dealing.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_gender.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/countries/organisationenSriLanka.pdf
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Helvetas in Sri Lanka

KOFF-website

Tools and Conflict-

sensitive Approaches

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann

shortage of qualified counselors in the north and east of Sri Lanka; the role of
western NGOs in trauma work; and a „Do no Harm“ approach in this field.

This discussion emphasized the psycho-social aspect of warfare in the context of
the official negotiations between the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and
the Sri Lankan government, and the escalation of violence after the failure of
unofficial peace talks at the end of October in Geneva. 09.11.2006

KOFF Conflict sensitivity mission in Sri Lanka for Helvetas
In October KOFF undertook an assessment mission for Helvetas in Sri Lanka,
together with a local consultant. The overall aim was to assess the conflict
sensitivity of Helvetas projects and come up with recommendations for the 2007-
2009 country programme in preparation for phasing Helvetas out in 2009. The
mission took the form of two-day workshops for Do no Harm training and as-
sessment for two Helvetas projects. Furthermore, interviews were carried out
with Helvetas staff as well as selected partners, service providers and beneficia-
ries. 30.10.2006

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann
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contributions is to be

published at the begin-

ning of 2007 as a swiss-

peace Conference Paper.
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Focus
swisspeace annual conference: the difficulty of dealing
with the past in Guatemala and Bosnia-Herzegovina
It has been 10 respectively 11 years since peace agreements were ne-
gotiated and signed in Guatemala and Bosnia-Herzegovina, ending long
years of civil war. Dealing with the past and achieving reconciliation
have proven a difficult challenge in both of these countries. Continuing
violence and war crimes that have gone unpunished have made peace-
ful cohabitation much more difficult. On the occasion of its annual con-
ference at the beginning of November in Bern, swisspeace took a closer
look at the legitimacy of „dealing with the past“ efforts in these two
instances, and the effectiveness of the various instruments.

The wars in Guatemala and Bosnia, the way in which they ended, and their
efforts at dealing with the past have a number of things in common in the view
of Jonathan Sisson, who is responsible for „dealing with the past“ issues at the
swisspeace Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF). In both cases leading parties perpe-
trated crimes against the civil population throughout the war which resulted in
hundreds of thousands of internal and external refugees. Both conflicts had to be
ended through intervention by the international community, followed by a period
of supervision. In Guatemala as in Bosnia the peace agreements addressed not
only such direct consequences of the ending of hostilities as demobilization and
the return of refugees, but also the causes of the conflicts including „rule of

KOFF-website

Guatemala

KOFF-website

South Eastern Europe

KOFF-website

Dealing with the

Past

Recommendations

for further reading

http://www.helvetas.ch/wDeutsch/projects/project_countries/asia/srilanka.asp?navtext=Asien
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_tools.htm
mailto:reimann@swisspeace.ch
mailto:reimann@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_southeasteurope.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_southeasteurope.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_dealing.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/53/LiteraturlisteSwisspeaceAnnualConference2006.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_guatemala.htm
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law“ questions. And as Sisson also pointed out, both nations today face similar
problems with regard to impunity, a culture of violence, unemployment and or-
ganized crime.

Truth commissions in Guatemala

Despite some similarities, the efforts at „dealing with the past“ made in the
former war zones of both countries have followed quite different paths. In Gu-
atemala, as Bernardo Arévalo de Léon told the conference, two separate truth
commissions began work shortly after the signing of the peace agreement. In
the 1990s Arévalo was on the staff of Guatemala’s foreign affairs ministry. Today
he is employed by the non-governmental organization „Interpeace“. The „Comi-
sión para el Esclarecimiento Histórico“ (CEH) was created under the patronage
of the United Nations in the framework of the peace agreement. The Commissi-
on evaluated several thousand victims testimonies and documented these in a
final report of 3500 pages. This showed clearly both the extent of the atrocities
and their institutional nature, interpreting them in a wider historical context.
Essentially the report found the State to be responsible for a genocide of the
Maya Indians. No guilt was attributed to individuals however and most crimes
remained unpunished. The „Recuperación de la Memoria Historia“ (REMHI) truth
commission of the Catholic church could do nothing about this. But thanks to its
unofficial status it was able to work without the formal constraints placed on the
CEH. As well as providing detailed descriptions of war crimes the report of this
commission pinpointed individual responsibilities.

Arévalo does not blame the truth commissions for the continuing impunity. The
real problem is the lack of political will to hold those guilty of war crimes respon-
sible for their acts. This is also the view of Carlos Martin Beristain, who has
served as a consultant to the truth commissions of Guatemala, Peru and Para-
guay. He spoke of a „conspiracy of silence“, and noted that human rights conti-
nue to be violated in Guatemala. In the view of Arévalo, the commissions have
nonetheless had a positive influence on Guatemalan society. They have helped
many victims with the process of healing, and they have also strengthened
efforts to bring about political reform.

War crimes tribunal in Bosnia

The situation in Bosnia-Herzegovina was very different from that of Guatemala.
The warring parties were forcibly brought to the negotiating table after the inter-
vention of NATO. Martina Fischer of the Berghof Research Center for Constructi-
ve Conflict Management told the conference that the conditions in Bosnia had
not been ripe for the creation of a truth commission, due to the lack of a prior
democratization process. But the international community had already created
(1993) the UN International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia in the
Hague. This helped to establish the facts and a certain amount of justice, and in
Fischer’s view it provided a springboard for public discussions. But it did not set
in motion the necessary conflict transformation and reconciliation processes. Ten-
sions between the ethnic factions increased following the arrests and senten-
cing. Attempts at a reconciliation process proved to be sporadic and ineffectual.
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„Juvenile Horizons“ – new project of the Pestalozzi
Children’s Village Foundation in Central America
A new project of the Pestalozzi Children’s Village Foundation in El Salvador pro-
vides some 3500 young people who at present have no hope for a better future
with real opportunities to break the vicious circle of violence. They all live in
impoverished areas outside San Salvador and San Miguel, which are ruled by
gangs of local delinquents. On the one hand the project will offer disadvantaged
young people vocational training in specific areas to improve their chances of
finding a job in the labor market. It will also provide a number of workshops
aimed at fostering a „culture of peace“ and developing the social and intercul-
tural skills required for the non-violent settlement of daily conflicts. These com-

News from Swiss NGOs
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Further information

on the project

Children’s Village

Foundation

Author: KOFF Lorenz Jakob

Further information:

KOFF Jonathan Sisson

Irfanka Pasagic, a psychiatrist who is president of the Tuzlanska Amica associa-
tion, reminded the conference that the victims often continue to live in the same
village with those who murdered members of their family. In such conditions it is
difficult indeed to overcome the traumas of war.

Two instruments that complement each other

Pierre Hazan, a conflict researcher and publicist, looked at the respective impacts
of the truth commissions and the tribunals. His findings are based, among others,
on a quantitative analysis which he recently made for the United States Institute
of Peace. Tribunals are very expensive according to Hazan (annual costs of around
USD 100 million), are often rejected by the populations concerned, and are some-
times used by politicians for their own ends. But the International Criminal Tribu-
nal for the Former Yugoslavia can also be seen as a „laboratory of international
criminal justice“, which has made available many instruments of justice, and
has helped to create a second generation of local tribunals. In Hazan’s view, truth
commissions only work when they are legitimized by a change of regime, when
their findings are widely distributed, and when they promote discussion.

Neither truth commissions nor tribunals have led to quick solutions according to
Hazan’s assessment. They have nonetheless created the momentum for change
and contributed to a new social dynamic. In fact both of these instruments are
necessary, and they should be seen as allowing a comprehensive approach for
dealing with the past.

The question touched upon was the role of external actors in dealing with the
past. It was addressed by Mô Bleeker of the Federal Department of Foreign Af-
fairs and Nena Skoplianac, who is the Director of Media Aid. They discussed the
challenges facing institutions from outside the State in Guatemala, and non-
governmental organizations in the West Balkans. Whereas Bleeker argued for
concrete measures to combat impunity, coupled with the reform of State institu-
tions, Skoplianac was more concerned with the political and social obstacles
which efforts to deal with the past must face in Bosnia-Herzegovina.

http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
mailto:jakob@swisspeace.ch
mailto:sisson@swisspeace.ch
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/graphics/Synkron-Library/pdf/projekte06/projekt715_06.pdf
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plementary educational programs have been given the official blessing of the
Ministry of Education. The project is run in collaboration with the local partner
organization  FUSALMO which in turn works closely with public elementary schools
participating in the project. The „culture of peace“ curriculum was developed in
partnership with the Don Bosco University. 18.11.2006

New Hirondelle Foundation media project in Sierra Leone
The Hirondelle Foundation of Lausanne has launched a new two-part project in
Sierra Leone, to train journalists and to promote broadcasts of independent radio
programs. In stage one local and international media professionals will help to
train around 20 students from the Fourah Bay Colleges in Freetown. Once trained
these students will then work on radio programs, news broadcasts in particular,
to be broadcast nationwide on UN radio as well as short wave radio and the
internet. The programs will also be made available to other radio stations. This
two-year project is being financed by Ireland, Switzerland, the United Kingdom
and the European Union (EU). Hirondelle has also announced that the financing
for 2006 and 2007 of Radio  Miraya/Mirror FM in Sudan, originally launched by
the Foundation, is now ensured thanks to the promise of contributions from Nor-
way and the EU. 21.11.2006

HEKS supports peace zones in Mindanao
The parties to the conflict on the island of Mindanao in the Philippines, together
with the local population of Pikit, have signed an agreement declaring this region
a peace zone. Both the military and Muslim rebels have committed themselves
to ending hostilities in this zone. Pikit is the 60th such zone on the island, a result
of initiatives taken by local populations in conjunction with non-governmental
organizations. The Humanitarian Service of the Swiss Protestant Churches (HEKS),
which helped to establish the first peace zone back in the 1990s is already
helping those returning to Pikit with reconstruction. 10.11.2006

mission 21 workshop on the role of religions in peace work
A workshop on the subject of „Religions: Resources for Peace“ was held in Bali,
Indonesia between 25 September and 1 October. Organized jointly by the Basel
evangelical missionary group mission 21 and the Indonesian Federation of
Churches, the workshop was attended by participants from Switzerland, the
Netherlands and Nigeria as well as from Indonesia. Its purpose was to analyze
the conflicts in Indonesia and the potential role religions might play in peace-
building, particularly Christianity and Islam.

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks
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Further information

on the work of HEKS

in Mindanao

Further information:

HEKS Maja Krell
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mission 21

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/53/hirondelle_westafrica.pdf
http://www.hirondelle.org/
mailto:Marco.Domeniconi@tsr.ch
mailto:s.giuliani@pestalozzi.ch
http://www.heks.ch/pls/heks/projectdb.detail?connection_id=-1&iid=1289199&iregion=3905&ikeyword=-1&ipage=1
mailto:Krell@heks.ch
http://www.mission-21.org
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CCS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

mission 21 Esther Müller

Further information:

CCS Remigius Bütler

KOFF’s Esther Marthaler helped participants to familiarize themselves with the
various conflict analysis instruments, eventually splitting them into small groups
for practice and discussion. The last two days of the workshop focused on the
present and future projects of mission 21’s Indonesian partner organizations. The
benefits of the workshop will no doubt soon be felt in the field. Tthe workshop
opened and closed with interreligious ceremonies in which Hindus, Christians
and Muslims joined together. 01.10.2006

CCS Seminar in Macedonia, Serbia and Montenegro
The Regional Committees of Common Cause Switzerland (CCS) are collabora-
ting in a variety of activities in the former Yugoslavia. The most recent event was
a seminar in October 2006 in Krusevo, Macedonia, at which  experts prepared a
strategy for the development of ecologically sustainable tourism in Macedonia
under the supervision of the Regional Committee  of Biel/Bienne and the Swiss
Lake District.

In April of the coming year the Regional Committee of the Rhine & Lake Con-
stance district is organizing an event that will bring together Serbian, Croat and
Hungarian authorities in Sombor, Serbia to discuss ways to make the best use of
natural and cultural attractions in the promotion of cross-boundary tourism.

Violence in families and State prevention will be the subject of a workshop
which the Regional Committees of Horgen, the mountains of Neuchâtel and the
Zurich Oberland plan to hold in the Autumn of 2007 in Montenegro. 24.11.2006

NGO coalition lobbies for „ILO Convention 169“
The Swiss coalition of non-governmental organizations founded at the beginning
of the year „swisspro-ILO169“ has begun a joint effort to lobby for ratification of
ILO Convention 169 by Switzerland. So far the coalition includes 30-odd organi-
zations. The Convention is the only legally binding instrument for the protection
of indigenous and tribal peoples. Switzerland is hesitating about ratification be-
cause it fears that considerable efforts will be required to adapt legislation, and
that a great deal of expense will be involved, as the Federal Council pointed out
in its preliminary report in October. Ratification would however give Swiss fo-
reign policy an important instrument for the protection of indigenous and tribal
peoples, as has been pointed out by PROPAZ, the Swiss Program of Observation
and Promotion of the Peace in Chiapas, Mexico. Such an instrument is of crucial
importance to this Program. PROPAZ includes Caritas, Swiss Catholic Lenten
Fund and Swiss Interchurch Aid (HEKS). 22.11.2006
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Further information

on the coalition and on

the ILO-Convention 169

Further information:

PROPAZ Tildy Hanhart

http://www.ggs-ccs.ch
mailto:esther.mueller@mission-21.org
mailto:Remi.Buetler@SRDRS.CH
http://www.swissproilo169.ch
http://www.swissproilo169.ch
mailto:hanhart@heks.ch
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News from Swiss Government Agencies

Media Aid projects to be run in situ
In an effort to make the most efficient use of the funds available and to ensure
that projects and partners are given as much support as possible, Media Aid has
transferred project control from its Zurich office to the host countries. Under the
new arrangement three employees will be in charge of the projects: one in
Serbia and Bosnia-Herzegovina, another in Macedonia and a third in Bucharest
(for the Romany media program). All will report to the Program Manager in
Zurich, Nena Skopljanac. The new staff members were given the first taste of
their duties at a three-day workshop in Belgrade. 13.11.2006

People’s initiative to restrict the right to bear arms
Participants in a Small Arms Conference organized by the Swiss Peace Council
and the Social Democratic party in October decided to launch a people’s initiati-
ve. The aim is to abrogate the universal right of Swiss citizens to possess, bear
and acquire arms in the federal law on weapons, restricting their possession to
professional groups and individuals who can prove need in accordance with
strict criteria. The initiative would also require the establishment of a central
register of weapons, and it would no longer be possible for individuals to keep
their army issue weapons at home. The next meeting of the initiative committee
is scheduled for 26 January 2007. The gathering of signatures will begin early
next summer. 20.10.2006
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Media Aid

Roland Brunner
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Media Aid

Swiss take the initiative in Kosovo:
„Dealing with the Past“ Option Paper
Negotiations on the future status of Kosovo have been taking place since No-
vember 2005. UN Special Envoy Martti Ahtisaari is currently preparing a compre-
hensive package for the negotiations, containing the essential points on which
decisions must be taken. Ahtisaari will submit this package to the contact group
(USA, UK, France, Germany, Russia and Italy) as well as to the negotiating par-
ties immediately following the elections due to take place in Serbia 21 January
2007. So far important questions in relation to dealing with the past have remai-
ned well out of the picture. From the point of view of a sustainable peace, as
well as for the stability of the region, this is a dangerous omission.

It was with this in mind that Political Affairs Division IV of the Federal Department
of Foreign Affairs presented Ahtisaari with an Option Paper at the end of Septem-
ber entitled „Dealing with the Past and the Negotiations on the Status of Koso-
vo“. This was for the most part the work of the Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF).
The Option Paper contains an inventory of the many „dealing with the past“

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_dealing.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_southeasteurope.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_southeasteurope.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/53/securitycoucil.pdf
mailto:info@friedensrat.ch
http://www.friedensrat.ch/
http://www.friedensrat.ch/
mailto:rbr@medienhilfe.ch
http://www.medienhilfe.ch/
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challenges in Kosovo and Serbia and outlines a number of possible solutions. The
paper was also forwarded to the members of the contact group as well as other
stakeholders. The reactions have been entirely positive. That said, the fact re-
mains that none of the  parties to the conflict have room for manoeuvre on this
touchy question.

Switzerland will maintain its commitment. It is important that a future resolution
of the UN Security Council mentions the need for a functioning process for dea-
ling with the past and reconciliation. The Swiss draft proposal (see link in the
box) is meant to serve as a basis for discussion. In the next few weeks efforts
will be made to find out, among others in Kosovo, to what extent there is basic
agreement for a dealing with the past process at a later stage, and whether or
not concrete measures might already be possible in certain areas. 25.11.2006

Switzerland’s role in the Nepal peace agreement
The comprehensive peace agreement of 21 November essentially regulates po-
wer sharing in a transitional Nepalese government, the reintegration of rebel
forces, bringing violence and war to an end and arranging for elections to the
constituent assembly that is due to meet in June 2007. The agreement also
contains detailed requirements with regard to the ceasefire as well as arms and
troops management in camps and barracks. Unlike other comprehensive peace
agreements (e.g. Guatemala) the targets for the nation’s socio-economic trans-
formation are not spelled out in detail. This is because of a lack of basic agree-
ment among the parties.

The timetable for implementation of the peace agreement is ambitious. Especial-
ly considering the great expectations involved which include bringing the Mao-
ists into the power structure as soon as possible and leaving the conservative
forces no room for destructive measures. It has not been possible to meet a
number of deadlines: 21 November for the transfer of rebel army troops to seven
camps, 26 November for dissolution of the old parliament and the convening of
a transitional one, and the adoption of a transitional constitution on the same
day. Until the rebel forces have relinquished their weapons and UN monitoring
has been established it will not be possible for the cabinet to meet.

Delays of two weeks are tolerable. However it is important for the success of the
peace process that all concerned act quickly and with a minimum of bureaucra-
cy. In this context the government should regard the establishment of camps for
the Maoists as a response to a humanitarian crisis. The UN needs to set aside its
standard procedures and quickly introduce a monitoring process adapted to spe-
cial conditions. India should supply the container for weapons as soon as possib-
le and the donors should invite the local project partners who are to assist in
establishment of the camps to get moving.

Switzerland is already on the scene with a special adviser for peace-building and
a military adviser. Even more important, local development partners are ready
and willing to support any measures that need to be taken. Switzerland has

Further information:

Political Division IV, DFA

Roland Salvisberg
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Further DFA information

Further SDC information

mailto:roland.salvisberg@eda.admin.ch
http://www.news-service.admin.ch/NSBSubscriber/message/de/8415
http://www.news-service.admin.ch/NSBSubscriber/message/de/8415
http://www.news-service.admin.ch/NSBSubscriber/message/de/8415
http://www.deza.ch/index.php?navID=21123&langID=6&langID=6&userhash=59588d22eea517dd74959e15a81e2084
http://www.deza.ch/index.php?navID=21123&langID=6&langID=6&userhash=59588d22eea517dd74959e15a81e2084
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Further SDC information

on Angola

played an informal role in the peace process, but considering the invitation ex-
tended to the UN by the parties to the conflict and the achievement of a compre-
hensive peace agreement, it has also been an important role. 29.11.2006

Open debate in the Security Council on resolution 1325
Six years after the United Nations Security Council adopted resolution 1325 on
women, peace and security there has been a new open debate (26 October). A
total of 25 delegations and diverse representatives of non-governmental organi-
zations took advantage of this opportunity to comment on the extent to which
the resolution has been implemented. The UN agencies that must play a leading
role in ensuring that the requirements of 1325 are met within the UN System
have already reported on their experiences. Switzerland made certain comments
with regard to the contribution of the Human Security Network, presented by
Slovenia.

Not surprisingly, the various comments seem to indicate that while some pro-
gress had been made in implementation of the resolution in the past six years,
there is still much to be done. Indeed, the progress so far, particularly with regard
to the rate of implementation and the extent to which sexual violence is still
used as a weapon in conflicts, is by no means satisfactory. Many delegations
stressed the importance of 1325 as the basis for national action plans. And
although it was generally agreed that greater use should be made of women in
peacekeeping and peace-building missions, there has been hardly any progress
made in this context in the six years. It was made clear that there are great
expectations with regard to the Peacebuilding Commission and its effectiveness
in helping to meet the  requirements of resolution 1325.

Another problem discussed was the lack of a system to continuously monitor the
implementation and „mainstreaming“ of the resolution’s requirements. And the-
re is need for some kind of body to develop concrete implementation measures.
Furthermore not enough is being done to end the  impunity that inevitably at-
tends crimes of sexual violence, which continue to occur in so many conflicts.
Moreover scant attention is paid to the gender perspective in deliberations within
the UN System and very little of the work produced reflects this dimension, as
was made clear in the debate. It was pointed out nonetheless that the main
responsibility for implementing resolution 1325 lies with the member states them-
selves. 28.11.2006

Switzerland returns money to Angola for the financing of
demining and educational programs
Switzerland and Angola are currently working on a program to be financed by
the USD 21 million which the Confederation returned to Angola last year. Accor-
ding to an announcement by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperati-
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Further information:

DFA Günther Baechler

mailto:tamara.muenger@eda.admin.ch
http://www.deza.admin.ch/index.php?navID=21116&langID=6&userhash=36d9eb278371c1f079c8c97b04e0b927
http://www.peacewomen.org/resources/1325/N0653084.pdf
http://www.peacewomen.org/wpsindex.html
http://www.humansecuritynetwork.org/
http://www.humansecuritynetwork.org/
mailto:guenther.baechler@eda.admin.ch
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo Berghof
Three new articles have been added to the Berghof Handbook for Conflict
Transformation: on traditional approaches, on civil society and on training re-
sources. Also available is the Berghof Handbook Dialogue on Social Change
and Conflict Transformation.

Other current Berghof publications are as follows

„Transitions from Violence to Peace: Revisiting Analysis and Intervention in
Conflict Transformation“

„On Good Terms: Clarifying Reconciliation“

„‘Local Ownership’ in Conflict Transformation Projects. Partnership, Participati-
on or Patronage?“

„A Difficult Encounter – The Informal Georgian-Abkhazian Dialogue Process“

Conciliation Resources
CR celebrated its 10-year anniversary with an event at the UK Foreign and
Commonwealth Office on „Peacebuilding works: a British foreign policy priority“.

CR and its south Caucasus partners have published a new book and compilation
CD of Russian-language radio diaries recorded by ordinary people talking about
life in communities divided by conflict.

Two forthcoming Conciliation Resources’ publications: a policy paper on the
‘Dilemmas of third-party involvement in peace processes’ which analyses issues
emerging from CR’s ‘comparative learning’ project work in Colombia and the
Philippines (mid-December) and the latest Accord publication, which focuses
Sudan’s peace processes (January 2007).

European Centre for Conflict Prevention
The People Building Peace website of the Global Partnership for the Prevention of
Armed Conflict has been revised. ECCP is looking for case histories and success
stories about peace-building to share with the world through this website. Please
send your proposals to Malin Brenk.

GTZ
GTZ has announced two new publications: „Dezentralisierung und Konflikt“
provides useful information on the interaction between decentralization and
conflict. The paper on „Gender und Konflikt“ looks at the possible gender
dimensions of conflicts and makes appropriate recommendations.

on (SDC) the final details of the joint humanitarian education and demining pro-
grams are in the process of elaboration. These coordinated efforts are a result of
a bilateral agreement signed in Luanda in 2005. The SDC points out that there
are now no Angolan assets, public or private, frozen in Swiss banks. 24.10.2006

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Further information:

SDC Jean-Philippe Jutzi

http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
http://www.berghof-handbook.net/std_page.php?LANG=e&id=2
mailto:order@berghof-center.org?subject=Bestellung+BR14e+english+5
http://www.c-r.org/latest-news/10year_eventFCO.php
http://www.c-r.org/resources/audio-video/radio-diaries-book.php
http://www.c-r.org/resources/audio-video/radio-diaries3.php
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/accord/comparative-learning/policy-papers.php
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/accord/sudan/index.php
http://www.peoplebuildingpeace.org/thestories
mailto:m.brenk@conflict-prevention.net
http://www.gtz.de/crisisprevention
mailto:jean-philippe.jutzi@deza.admin.ch
http://www.berghof-center.org/uploads/download/br15e.pdf
http://www.berghof-center.org/uploads/download/boc27e.pdf
http://www.berghof-center.org/uploads/download/br12e.pdf
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Events

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo
1 December the Foreign Minister and Deputy Prime Minister of Luxemburg,
Jean Asselborn, is to speak at the invitation of the Swiss Socialist Party on the
efforts of the Socialist parties of Europe and of the EU to contribute to a lasting
and sustainable peace in the Middle East, in the auditorium of the University of
Bern.

A KOFF Dealing with the Past Roundtable focusing on the perspectives for
reconciliation is scheduled for     8 December.

12 December Jonathan Sission (KOFF) and Mô Bleeker (Political Affairs Division
IV of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs) will speak in Zurich’s Paulus
Academy on „ Two conflicts, two settlement processes – a comparison between
Bosnia and Guatemala“.

13 December Daniel Philpott of the University of Notre Dame/Wissenschafts-
zentrum Berlin will speak on „Just and Unjust Peace: An Ethic of Political Re-
conciliation“ as part of an interdisciplinary colloquium on historical justice and
historical truth organized by the University of Bern. Open to the public.

19 December KOFF is hosting an Angola-Roundtable on present and future
challenges facing Swiss actors in Angola.

May 2007 to March 2008 are the dates arranged for the annual course on
conflict solution and peace work of the Swiss Expert Pool for Civilian Peace
Building (SOEF). The course offers practical training in how to intervene ac-
tively in situations of conflict  and violence. KOFF is helping with a module on
the subject of reconciliation and „Do no Harm“. Information days in Zurich and
Bern are scheduled for 7 December, 16 January and 21 February.

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace

building. Other pointers

to events and training

courses are available

through the KOFF-

Infomarket.

GTZ in collaboration with „Internationale Weiterbildung und Entwicklung“ (In-
Went) is offering training sessions in 2007 on „Maßnahmen und Instrumente
zur Friedensentwicklung und Krisenprävention in der EZ“. As well as training
in methods such as conflict analysis and „Do no Harm“ the program features
conflict-sensitive preparation of project and country portfolios and the princip-
les for the utilization of Peace and Conflict Assessments (PCA).
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo Swiss Development Policy Yearbook 2006
The Graduate Institute of Development Studies of the University of Geneva (IUED)
has published the Swiss Development Policy Yearbook for 2006. This year’s the-
me is „Peace and security: challenges to international cooperation“. The Year-
book has three sections. The articles in the first section deal with existing con-
cepts, international trends, experiences and the issues currently being debated.
The second section discusses the relationship between conflicts and natural re-
sources. The final section looks at Switzerland’s commitments in the areas of

The Yearbook (in French or

German) can be ordered

from the IUED.

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/DwPRT081206.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/AngolaRT191206.pdf
http://soef.heks.ch/soef/angebote/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.inwent.org/vez/angebot/index.de.shtml
http://www.inwent.org/vez/angebot/index.de.shtml
http://www.unige.ch/iued/new/information/publications/pub_annuaire_ch_tm.html
http://al.sp-ps.ch/data/DIV/euronews/06-11-17_linksch-nahost.pdf
http://www.kath.ch/veranstaltungen/details.php?id=97585&style=paz
http://evub.unibe.ch/pievub/?KursID=1796798&KursNr=WN537&UeberschriftID=255992&page=detail
http://evub.unibe.ch/pievub/?KursID=1796798&KursNr=WN537&UeberschriftID=255992&page=detail
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„Realizing Property Rights“: the first in a new series of
Swiss Human Rights Books
Property rights have a human rights dimension and therefore need to considered
together with other human rights. Accepting this as a fact, „Realizing Property
Rights“ attempts to shed light on the problems that arise when trying to imple-
ment property rights in a variety of cultural, historical and political contexts.
Particular attention is paid to the most vulnerable groups including women, refu-
gees and internally displaced persons. The book also looks at property rights
from the point of view human security, peace-building, peace and development
policy, rule of law and economic growth. „Realizing Property Rights“ is the first
in a new Swiss Human Rights Books series. They are being published under the
patronage of Political Affairs Division IV of the Federal Department of Foreign
Affairs, in collaboration with the political science faculty of the University of
Zurich. Each book addresses a specific human right, or area of human rights,
from the point of view of implementation. The authors are international experts
in field work.
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„Realizing Property

Rights“

Palestinians Register:
Laying Foundations and Setting Directions
A report on the Oxford University Civitas project „Palestinians Register: Laying
Foundations and Setting Directions“ was published at the end of November. It
sums up the views of Palestinians in refugee camps and exile communities all
over the world, and their demands. In its own way very unique this report is the
result of a collective research project, in the course of which Palestinian refugees
in over 100 public assemblies in 25 countries talk about their priorities and make
their own political recommendations. The topics covered by the study include:
status, conditions and communication channels in and with the host country;
questions as to the transparency and inclusiveness of the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA); the net-
working of the various Palestinian communities of refugees and exiles; hopes
for the revival of the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO); the right of return,
and the special demands and views of the new generation. A number of events
are scheduled in several countries for presentation of the findings to a wider
audience.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

„Palestinians Register:

Laying Foundations and

Setting Directions“

peace-building and development cooperation on the basis of three examples
(Nepal, Colombia and the Balkans), pointing out opportunities to develop a more
coherent Swiss peace policy and the challenges involved.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.swisshumanrightsbook.com/index.html?frameleft.html&2
http://www.swisshumanrightsbook.com/index.html?frameleft.html&2
http://www.civitas-online.org/
http://www.civitas-online.org/
http://www.civitas-online.org/
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„Armed Non-State Actors and Landmines. Volume II:
A Global Report of NSA Mine Action“
In a new report entitled „Armed Non-State Actors and Landmines. Volume II: A
Global Report of NSA Mine Action“, Geneva Call highlights the need for mine
action to help all affected populations. The report compiles and analyzes data on
the involvement of Non-State Actors in the five pillars of mine action (mine ban
advocacy, stockpile destruction, mine clearance, mine risk education, and victim
assistance) and includes stakeholders’ views on the benefits, difficulties and
lessons learned in this regard. The report completes the 2005 report „Armed
Non-State Actors and Landmines. Volume I: A Global Report Profiling NSAs and
Their Use, Acquisition, Production, Transfer and Stockpiling of Landmines“.

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

Volume II
Volume I

www.eldis.org: Information for development cooperation
The Eldis resource guide is a rich mine of information relating to development
cooperation. There are over 18,000 texts available online in English, and to some
extent also in Spanish. The information covers about 35 topics including „Con-
flict & security“, „Corporate social responsibility“, „Gender“, „Governance“
and „Poverty“. Newsletters provide the latest research findings in these specific
areas. Also to be found on the website are country profiles with specific data
banks. The  search machine, which make it possible to find what you are looking
for with the help of key words, is particularly efficient. The Eldis resource guide is
intended for development professionals, politicians, non-governmental organiza-
tions, researchers, students and anyone interested in development topics. The
site is operated by the Institute of Development Studies (IDS) in Sussex and is
financed by the development agencies of the United Kingdom, Sweden, Norway
and Switzerland.

www.eldis.org
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