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IFOR

KOFF websites on

Dealing with

the Past

Africa Programme

of the Chatham House

United States Institute

for Peace (USIP)

Last KOFF Angola Roundtable
on the future challenges in Angola
On December 19, 2006 KOFF organized the 14th KOFF Angola Roundtable focus-
ing on the topic of the „Current and future challenges for Swiss actors in Ango-
la“. By the end of 2006, the Swiss Development Cooperation (SDC) and the
Political Department IV from the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs ended
their regular programmes in Angola. Resulting from the fact that also Swiss
NGOs have reduced their peace-building programmes in Angola, KOFF decided
to discontinue the KOFF Roundtable on Angola as a focus country in 2007. In this
context, the last Angola Roundtable was aimed at reflecting exit scenarios, their
causes and consequences in Angola. To introduce the session, Lisa Rimli presen-
ted her preliminary conclusions from two different field missions in Angola in
November 2006. The first mission, in cooperation with the Africa Programme of
the Chatham House in London, was commissioned by the United States Institute
for Peace (USIP) and aimed at assessing the chances and risks of the current
peace process in the Angolan enclave province Cabinda. The purpose of the
subsequent field mission in Luanda for swisspeace/ FAST focused on the current
transition concerning the end of humanitarian aid, further donor exit in 2007 and
the upcoming elections, and what these changes bring about for remaining inter-
national actors and especially the Angolan civil society. In the following discus-
sion, some NGO participants also reported on how their organization bridge the
gap between humanitarian and development aid in Angola.

19.12.2006

As the Chatham House

Rule was applied at

this roundtable, there

are no references to

specific organizations

and speakers in this

article.

Further information:

KOFF Lisa Rimli

„Dealing with the Past“ Roundtable
looks at reconciliation in post-war societies
KOFF again hosted a Dealing with the Past Roundtable last December. The focus
this time was on the personal and social dimensions of reconciliation in post-war
societies. Guest speaker was Hildegard Goss-Mayr, a former president of the
International Fellowship of Reconciliation (IFOR). Her special field is above all
societies divided by violence and injustice.

Goss-Mayr warned about misuse of the word reconciliation, a term which must
not be employed lightly since reconciliation can only be achieved through a se-
ries of processes and after much effort. Since  memories of violence and oppres-
sion are almost indelible, the healing process requires a great deal of time and
patience.

http://www.ifor.org
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_dealing.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_dealing.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_dealing.htm
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/index.php?id=63
http://www.usip.org/
http://www.usip.org/
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/index.php?id=14
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/index.php?id=14
mailto:lisa.rimli@swisspeace.unibe.ch
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Conflict sensitivity, gender plus reconciliation and dealing with the past will again
be the main focus of KOFF activities in 2007. Insofar as conflict sensitivity is
concerned the emphasis will above all be on the mainstreaming of conflict sen-
sitivity, „Do no Harm“ and the transition from works „in conflict“ to genuine
conflict transformation. In gender activities the focus will be on the mainstrea-
ming of gender and conflict sensitivity as well as the implementation of UN
Security Council  Resolution 1325. As for reconciliation and dealing with the past
this year it is questions relating to genocide that will receive the most attention.

KOFF will also be organizing events on the subject of resource conflicts this year,
and this is a theme of the swisspeace annual conference in November,  on the
role of development cooperation with regard to small weapons, as well as on
the media and peace-building. Regular „country roundtables“ will be held, to
discuss Afghanistan Guatemala, Indonesia, Israel/Palestine, Sri Lanka, Sudan
(Horn of Africa) and Southeast Europe.

KOFF has already arranged consultation sessions for 2007 for various member
organizations. These include for example a far-reaching backstopping mandate
on Southeast Europe and Indonesia, as well as on transitional justice and gen-
der, for Political Affairs Division IV (PD IV) within the Federal Department of Fo-
reign Affairs. Consultation mandates for KOFF’s NGO members will deal with the
planning and implementation of peace-building programs in Kosovo and Indone-
sia. Member organizations are again entitled this year to up to 10 hours of con-
sultation free of charge, and can otherwise count on preferential financing condi-
tions.

KOFF also plans to hold four two-day training courses. A course on „Do no Harm“
is scheduled for June 25-26, one on human rights and peace-building for Sep-

KOFF topics

KOFF countries

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

KOFF Jonathan Sisson

She then outlined four chronological steps as the barebones of the reconciliation
process. In the first step efforts must be made to discover the truth and to public-
ly condemn injustices, e.g. by means of a truth commission. In the second step
justice must be seen to be done insofar as possible. Those who shoulder the
main responsibility must be brought before a tribunal and the victims must be
granted reparation. In the third step efforts must be made to bring about a change
of heart and as far as possible to cultivate more harmonious relations between
perpetrators and victims. In the fourth and last step there must be forgiveness,
and new ways to live together must be developed. Hildegard Goss-Mayr ended
with a description of her experiences with non-violent movements in Latin Ame-
rica and the Philippines.

This year the KOFF Roundtable on Dealing with the Past will be devoted to the
subject of genocide.

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/topics.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/countries.htm
mailto:sisson@swisspeace.ch
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MSP 

CMI 

tember 3-4. Two more trainings will cover such topics as dialogue and the rein-
tegration of former combatants. KOFF also offers its members and other organi-
zations training courses tailor-made to their specific requirements. One example
is a workshop for the Austrian development agency ADA.

You will be able to read more about KOFF training courses in the next Newslet-
ter. There will be 10 issues of the Newsletter again this year, for a readership
which now numbers over 2000 persons, in Switzerland and abroad. 01.01.2007

DCAF and SAD join KOFF
At its last meeting in December 2006 the KOFF Steering Committee accepted
two new members, the Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed
Forces (DCAF) and the Swiss Academy for Development (SAD). This brings the
total membership at the time of writing to 46 nongovernmental organizations.

 01.01.2007

New KOFF web pages
on „Who is who in Israel/Palestine?“
KOFF has posted to its website a revised, downloadable compilation of Swiss
players in Israel/Palestine. It is a user-friendly document listing some 30 govern-
mental and non-governmental organizations. It provides information on programs
and projects and the most important topics. 20.01.2007

Further information:

KOFF Anita Müller

swisspeace Roundtable: How do NGOs mediate in violent
conflicts? The example of Crisis Management Initiative
A Roundtable organized by swisspeace in the framework of the Mediation Sup-
port Project last December in Bern was attended by 25 Swiss mediators and
experts. Guest speaker Antje Herrberg, a Crisis Management Initiative (CMI)
mediator, spoke of her own experiences and the specific challenges facing non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) in the field of international mediation. The
CMI is itself an NGO, and has been active in mediating violent conflicts since the
1990s. Herrberg was one of the mediators in the process which resulted in the
signing in August 2005 of a peace agreement between the parties to the conflict
in Aceh, after 30 years of civil war.

Herrberg pointed out that the CMI is able to rely on contacts with a great many
experts from other NGOs as well as in government circles. Generally speaking,
NGOs have a freer hand than government institutions in talking to individuals
and groups of all kinds, including terrorist groups. Nonetheless according to Antje

http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/countries/IsrPalCH_activities.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/koff/countries/IsrPalCH_activities.pdf
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.sad.ch/
http://www.swisspeace.org/mediation/mediation.htm
http://www.cmi.fi/
mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
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Further Information:

Matthias Siegfried 

Hans-Balz Peter elected
new president of board of swisspeace
On 12th december, 2006 the Swiss Peace Foundation (swisspeace) today elected
Hans-Balz Peter, former head of the Institute for Social Ethics and honorary pro-
fessor at the University of Bern’s Institute of Theology, as its new president,
taking over from Fritz R. Staehelin. The latter, after stepping down as ambassa-
dor and head of the Directorate for Development and Humanitarian Aid (DEH) –
now the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) — was for 13
years president of the swisspeace board. The new swisspeace vice president is
Sandra Hedinger, a political scientist who is deputy head of Public Affairs at
Swiss Life in Zurich. 15.12.2006

New swisspeace project:
Humanitarian Dialogue in Chechenya
swisspeace is currently working on a new project, „Humanitarian Dia-
logue to improve the security of the civil population in Chechenya“ in
collaboration with two Russian non-governmental organizations: FEWER
Eurasia and Peace Mission of General Lebed. The project is being fi-
nanced by the Political Affairs Division IV of the Swiss Federal Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs as well as by the Swedish Foreign Affairs Mi-
nistry.

The Humanitarian Dialogue began in April 2005 with a test phase restricted to
the Atschchoj-Martan area. The project was extended in scope and in geographi-

Herrberg there is a great need for professional mediators to conduct peace nego-
tiations, and in particular for women, who were singularly absent from the Aceh
peace process.

The challenges facing peace processes today call for the development of a tho-
rough and systematic approach to mediation. Non-state mediators of both sexes
should be involved in this process, Herrberg feels. The Roundtable discussed a
number of other difficulties. The creation of the International Criminal Court for
example has been a major challenge for mediators in that it has severely limited
the possibility of offering amnesty to certain parties to a conflict. Also discussed
was the importance of a timetable in mediation processes. It was suggested
that a fixed timetable makes much more sense at the beginning of a process
than it does when approaching the end of negotiations. Finally participants discus-
sed the question of what role mediation might continue to  play following the
signing of a peace agreement. 20.12.2006

http://www.fewer-international.org/pages/eurasia/dialogue_29.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/FAST/updates/FAST_FEWER_Chech_Nov05-Apr06.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/FAST/updates/FAST_FEWER_Chech_Nov05-Apr06.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/uploads/FAST/updates/FAST_FEWER_Chech_Nov05-Apr06.pdf
mailto:matthias.siegfried@swisspeace.ch
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cal area from February 2006. Searching for missing persons and gender aspects
were added to the agenda. In the latest phase the project is being extended to
new regions of Chechenya.

Better information for the prevention of illegal arrests

Illegal arrests and abductions are among the biggest security problems facing
indigenous populations, not only in Chechenya but also throughout the northern
Caucasus region. Despite a certain easing of the situation in the region young
men in particular continue to be victims of illegal arrest, and as in the past
hundreds of people go missing. The Humanitarian Dialogue addresses the pro-
blem in two ways: efforts are being made to take preventive measures to hinder
further illegal arrests and abductions, and the project is assisting in the search for
missing persons.

Insofar as prevention is concerned the flow of information between the security
forces (Interior Ministry, the FSB secret service and the army) and the regional
and local authorities, has been improved, even as early as the test phase. The
activities of the security forces are now coordinated with the local authorities.
Subsequently, there have been no further illegal arrests or abductions in this
region. To what extent this is a result of the general improvement in the security
situation or of the Humanitarian Dialogue is difficult to assess with any accuracy.
Those most familiar with the situation in Atschchoj-Martan are nonetheless of
the opinion that the Humanitarian Dialogue has played a not insignificant role.

300 missing persons in a central data bank

The most important first step in the search for missing persons is the creation of
a data bank with essential information concerning the missing persons. This led
to the founding of the Center for the Civilian Assistance to the Search of Missing
in the framework of the Peace Mission of General Alexander Lebed. In view of
the many different data banks operated by the various authorities, which are not
linked, the creation of a central data bank independent of the authorities but
providing them with support is considered to be of the greatest importance. The
first step is to send questionnaires to the relations of the missing persons. In
addition to data concerning the illegal arrest or disappearance of a person (place,
time and circumstances), information is also requested about the physical statu-
re of the missing, the shape of the forehead and eyebrows, plus information on
dentition. So far more than 300 forms have been completed and are now being
added to the data bank. If  the relatives wish the CCAS data can be compared
with that of the various authorities and if need be completed. However to ensure
the protection of relatives, exchanges of data are never automatic.

Changing roles of men and women

The second way in which the Humanitarian Dialogue has been extended con-
cerns the gender component. In Chechenya, as in all armed conflicts, the roles of
women and men have undergone basic changes. Following the loss of men, as
the traditional heads of the family, the women haven taken on a much more
active role in society. In fact the missing persons are in most cases males and
those seeking them are usually wives or mothers. This raises the question as to
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what part women and  their organizations play in the process and how their
experiences in the search for missing persons could be integrated with the work
of the CCAS. A first workshop to discuss these questions took place in mid-
December in Pyatigorsk, attended by more than 20 representatives of a wide
variety of organizations. For many of those attending it was an entirely new
experience, and this created a dynamic that was not always conducive to obtai-
ning direct answers to the questions mentioned above. It was nonetheless a
successful meeting and provided much food for thought. How to proceed from
here and in particular how to pursue the gender theme in the context of the
Humanitarian Dialogue will be discussed more fully when the project partners
meet again. 15.12.2006

Helvetas workshop in Colombo on
a human rights approach and conflict sensitivity
Helvetas conducted a five-day workshop on the „human rights approach and
conflict sensitivity“ in Colombo/Sri Lanka last December. The workshop took a
very close look at the mechanisms of the international human rights system, the
relevant conventions and the definition of a human rights approach suitable for
development cooperation work. Then in a „Do no Harm“ applications workshop
the participants prepared two concrete projects as part of their annual planning.
In a third part of the workshop an attempt was made to achieve a synthesis of
the two „human rights approach and conflict sensitivity“ concepts, to take the
form of concrete measures in the 2007-09 country program. The participants
agreed that a human rights approach and conflict sensitivity are complementary
and interdependent.

The workshop was aimed at Helvetas program managers and the representati-
ves of partner organizations . It was part of mainstreaming efforts in the areas of
conflict sensitivity, „Do no Harm“ and a human rights approach — for Helvetas
programs in countries prone to conflicts such as Guatemala, Afghanistan, Mali,
Bhutan, Nepal and Sri Lanka. This workshop was a continuation of efforts to
assess the effectiveness of Helvetas projects in Sri Lanka, begun in October of
2006 (cf. the article in the last Newsletter). Additional mainstreaming efforts will
include exchanges of experience via the Intranet and a pan-Helvetas workshop
on conflict sensitivity, scheduled for the fall of 2007. 18.12.2006

Further information:

FAST Reto Weyerman

http://www.helvetas.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_tools.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_tools.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_tools.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info.asp?article=964
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info.asp?article=964
mailto:karin.fueg@helvetas.org
mailto:hslrani@eureka.lk
mailto:reto.weyermann@swisspeace.ch
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 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks PBI promotes „Gender and Diversity Mainstreaming“
The Swiss section of Peace Brigades International (PBI) organized a  seminar for
all PBI units in Geneva in mid-January as a kick-off for a „Gender and Diversity
Mainstreaming“ project. The seminar was made possible by a credit from
Germany’s Civil Peace Service (CPS/ZFD). The Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF)
contributed an input to the event.

This three-year project will begin with an analysis of the situation in the field and
of the work of the country groups, where recruitment and lobbying take place.
The existing regulations and „Best Practices“ and the way these are implemen-
ted will be reviewed by external specialists. First however an internal sensitivi-
zation will prepare the way, so that the audit is not seen as an extra burden. In
the next stage, internal regulations will be adapted and manuals and recom-
mendations prepared. The final step will be implementation of the new „gender
and diversity“ policy, in particular for the recruitment and training of voluntary
staff as well as in the preparation of political analyses.  Training will also be used
to create internal multipliers and a staff position for controlling and continuous
evaluation.

It has long been the intention of PBI to integrate and implement gender and
diversity in the work of the entire organization. At the Annual General Meeting
held in London in 2005 is was decided to prepare a detailed concept for this
purpose. In the field the number of cases of attacks on PBI volunteers has incre-
ased, including sexual assaults on women. PBI  feels urgent steps are necessary
to prevent a reoccurrence. Furthermore, the European Union has been promoting
country-specific guidelines for non-discrimination. The most important institutio-
nal donors put great value today on clear „social reporting“. 18.01.2007

Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces
DCAF, created in Switzerland as an international foundation in the Fall of 2002,
joined KOFF as a member organisation at the end of 2006. Its board includes
representatives of 48 governments. Designed to function as a non-governmental
organization, the Centre staffed is by around 70 people from 30 different coun-
tries.

DCAF sees itself as an international laboratory for reform of the security sector.
The target of its efforts includes the armed forces, police, border guards, informa-
tion services and similar bodies, as well as the authorities responsible for mana-
ging and controling the security apparatus. The Centre, supported by a research
and publication division, focuses on work in the field. DCAF accepts mandates
from governments, parliaments and increasingly from international organizati-
ons. Its most important partners are the United Nations, the Council of Europe,
the European Union, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe and the Economic Community of West Afri-
can States.

PBI International

Further information:

PBI Switzerland

Sabine Ziegler

http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/members_form.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/members_form.htm
mailto:h.haenggi@dcaf.ch
http://www.peacebrigades.org/
mailto:s.ziegler@smile.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info.asp?article=837
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DCAF’s efforts are focused in the following areas: the development of security-
related norms, standards and good practices; the development of a comprehen-
sive national security strategy; strengthening parlamentary control of the securi-
ty sector; reorganisation of defense and interior (home affairs) ministries; the
creation of a civil border protection organ; improving civil society’s understan-
ding of security policy; and the systematic inclusion of gender aspects in security
sector reforms.

DCAF activities have so far been concentrated in the transitional states of Sou-
theast and Eastern Europe as well as the former Soviet Union. Now however
due to growing demand its efforts are increasingly devoted to peace-building in
West Africa and the Near East (in particular the Palestinian territories and Leba-
non) and at times also in Asia (notably in Nepal and Indonesia). 01.01.2007

PeaceWomen Across the Globe: work in progress
PeaceWomen Across the Globe is once again active in 2007. In January a dele-
gation attended the World Social Forum in Nairobi, supported by an exhibition
entitled „1000 PeaceWomen Across the Globe“, which also served as a mee-
ting point and discussion platform for the PeaceWomen themselves. Working
with the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) Africa, the
Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) and the Coalition
of Peace in Africa (COPA), the PeaceWomen focused their attention on the imp-
lementation of UN Resolution 1325 on women, peace and security.

PeaceWomen will be holding a peace festival on the occasion International Peace
Day (September 21) in the Bundesplatz, very near the seat of government in the
Swiss capital Bern. Partners are being sought for this event. 01.01.2007

New Media Aid CEO
Peter Urs Aeberhard takes over as CEO of Media Aid in Zurich as of February 1.
He has worked in the field of development cooperation since taking a degree in
geography and political economy in 1991 in Bern. He will also be responsible for
marketing and communication, finance and human resources. Above all he will
concentrate on developing activities Media Aid in existing regions and penetra-
ting new regions. Nena Skopljanac will continue to devote all of her attention as
Program Manager to the content of Media Aid programs and their quality, as well
as to cooperation with partner organizations. In addition to his part-time em-
ployment with Media Aid, Aeberhard will continue his work as an independent
consultant for a variety of development institutions. He also remains Co-Presi-
dent of the Forum for Peace Education. 01.02.2007

Further information:

DCAF, Heiner Hänggi

Further information:

PeaceWomen Across

the Globe

Maren Haartje

http://www.medienhilfe.ch/
mailto:pua@medienhilfe.ch
mailto:nsk@medienhilfe.ch
http://www.1000peacewomen.org
http://www.1000peacewomen.org
mailto:h.haenggi@dcaf.ch
mailto:maren.haartje@1000peacewomen.org
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/54/PWAG2006.pdf
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 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks COPRET medium-term strategy (2007 – 2011)
The Conflict Prevention and Transformation (COPRET) section of  the Swiss Agency
for Development and Cooperation (SDC) is currently preparing its medium-term
strategy for 2007-11. The major challenges for this period are as follows: migra-
tion, work with fragile states, dealing constructively with conflicts, and sustai-
nable peace-building.

COPRET

Ambitious Swiss program
in the areas of peace and human rights for 2007
Political Affairs Division IV (PD IV, „Human Security“) in the Political Affairs Direc-
torate of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, is responsible for the imple-
mentation of peace-building and human rights promotion objectives in the con-
text of Switzerland’s foreign policy. High on the list of PA IV’s objectives for 2007
are the government’s message to parliament concerning the framework credit
for the 2008-11 period, and for the Geneva centers in the same period. After a
period of development, and another for consolidation, medium-term planning
calls for a new step forward. It is hoped that parliament will be ready to accept
a certain amount of growth in financial resources and staffing for  this new term.

The thinking behind the new plan can be summed up in the phrase: „after
successful consolidation let’s try something new“. The „new“ in question inclu-
des the following: partnerships in the areas of migration, a contribution to the
further development of the Human Rights Council, strategic upgrading of protec-
tion for civil populations (particularly in the multilateral context), greater commit-
ment on questions of (small) arms control, development in the context of a
growing number of like-minded states, and the inclusion of the private sector in
efforts concerning human rights and conflicts. Finally, Swiss experts will continue
to be sent from the Expert Pool, the trend being towards more highly qualified
specialists.

The existing conflict transformation programs will continue in 2007, including
those in Kosovo, Macedonia, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Colombia, the Near East,
Sudan and the Great African Lakes Region (Burundi, program development).
without substantive medium-term commitments however these will have little
impact. Other programs (e.g. Guatemala, Angola) will be dismantled once they
have made a significant contribution, to allow greater focus on a regional basis.
Efforts will also continue in such areas as mediation, dealing with the past,
religion/politics/conflict, anti-personnel mines, non-state armed actors and traffi-
cking in human beings. Relations with strategic partners will also receive much
attention from PD IV in 2007.

The Division has shown itself capable of achieving the goals set by the Political
Affairs Directorate. In this context, structured reviews are made half way th-
rough the year and at the end of the year. 01.01.2007

mailto:markus.heiniger@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/topics/peasec/sec/humsec.html
http://www.deza.ch/index.php?navID=21198&langID=6
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COPRET’s strategy focuses on four areas: the prevention of violence, interventi-
on in situations of crisis, post-conflict management and migration. Insofar as the
approach to violence prevention is concerned, particular stress is laid on the
importance of an exact analysis of the local context. The application and genera-
lization of a „Do no Harm“ approach is also considered essential. In crisis situa-
tions COPRET will adopt a „Whole of Government Approach“. And in the con-
text of „Post Conflict Management“ the emphasis will be on the promotion of
state-building measures, while taking an active approach to reconciliation. One
objective which COPRET considers particularly important is to put greater focus
on the positive aspects of migration. Migration should indeed be viewed not
only as the manifestation of a crisis but as a form of development promotion.

20.01.2007

Swiss initiative on private security firms
Switzerland is committed to ensuring that international law and human rights
are more fully respected by all, including by private military (mercenary) and
security firms in conflict zones. The aim is to impose a set of minimum standards
by which the States in which such firms are active must abide. The Directorate of
International Law of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) teamed up
with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to launch this initiative.
The aim is to promote dialogue between States on this matter and ultimately to
harden the obligations of States and other actors under international law, spel-
ling out possible courses of action and developing models for appropriate legal
and administrative regulations at the national, regional and international levels.
There are at present no intergovernmental procedures in this area.

At a meeting of government experts which took place at the end of 2006 in
Montreux (Switzerland) as a follow-up to a workshop held earlier in the year, a
number of non-binding „Good Practices“ for States were compiled. All partici-
pants agreed that States should not delegate to private specialist companies
tasks which it is their own legal obligation to fulfill. The recommendations will be
discussed in greater detail at further meetings, and they may be presented the-
reafter at the 30th Conference of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent
which is due to take place at the end of  November.

Recent conflicts indicate a growing tendency in a number of States to make use
of private military and security firms. And in addition to the usual security tasks
these firms are also being entrusted with such military duties as the questioning
of prisoners and – less frequently – direct involvement in armed conflicts.

15.12.2006

Further information

COPRET Cristina Hoyos

mailto:Michael.Cottier@eda.admin.ch
mailto:Michael.Cottier@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/topics/intla/humlaw.Par.0023.File.tmp/PMSCs%20-%20Outline%20-%20Dt-%20(3.1.07).pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/topics/intla/humlaw.Par.0023.File.tmp/PMSCs%20-%20Outline%20-%20Dt-%20(3.1.07).pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/intla/humlaw/pse/psechi.html||||
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/intla/humlaw/pse/psechi.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/intla/humlaw/pse/psechi.html||||
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/topics/intla/humlaw.Par.0021.File.tmp/PMSCs%20Bericht%20Bundesrat%20en.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/topics/intla/humlaw.Par.0021.File.tmp/PMSCs%20Bericht%20Bundesrat%20en.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/topics/intla/humlaw.Par.0021.File.tmp/PMSCs%20Bericht%20Bundesrat%20en.pdf
mailto:cristina.hoyos@deza.admin.ch
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International Partner Organizations

Berghof-Center

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

SPICE/GTZ

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo International Alert
In December, International Alert organized a trip to Cyprus for civil society
representatives from areas in the South Caucasus affected by conflicts, allo-
wing them to confront the difficulties of violent conflict in their own societies
with those of this divided island.

In December, International Alert helped a local partner in Congo to host a
meeting of civil society groups from across the country in an effort to increase
participation in the democratic system and promote communication across
cultural divides.

FriEnt
The latest FriEnt publications include a conflict analysis for Libanon and a report
on peace-building in Africa (both in German). Another publication, „Transitional
Justice“ (in English) reflects on what can be learned from the trial of Slobodan
Milosevic.

Plattform Zivile Konfliktbearbeitung
Plattform together with the „Bonn International Center for Conversion“ and
the „Gustav Heinemann Initiative“ released a new publication in December
(in German) on „Concerns and areas of conflict in civilian-military relations“.

Plattform’s Annual General Meeting in Berlin February 2-4 is devoted to the
theme of „Civil Society and Civilian Crisis Management: Enhancing Cooperation
and Coherence by Multi Level Dialogues“.

News from the 9

international KOFF

partner organizations:

http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
http://www.frient.de/materialien/detaildoc.asp?id=449 
http://www.frient.de/materialien/detaildoc.asp?id=461
http://www.frient.de/materialien/detaildoc.asp?id=461
http://www.frient.de/materialien/detaildoc.asp?id=458
http://www.frient.de/materialien/detaildoc.asp?id=458
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/in.php?dokumen=694
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/54/InternationalAlertCyprus.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/54/InternationalAlertCongo.pdf
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo
February 8 and 9 the Basel Institute on Governance is organizing a conference
entitled „Non-State Actors as Standard Setters: The Erosion of the Public-Priva-
te Divide“ in Basel.

February 19 KOFF in Bern is hosting a workshop with Diana Chigas of CDA
Collaborative Learning Projects under the title „From working in conflict to
working on conflict. The ‘Reflecting on Peace Practice Project RPP’“.

March 13-14 at 12.15 Stephan Nellen, Director of the Geneva international
Centre for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD) will be introducing his organization
at the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) in Ausserholli-
gen/Bern (Room 2007), a Conflict Prevention and Transformation Division
COPRET event.

March 16 Alliance Sud is hosting a meeting of the NGO group „Zugang zu
Wasser – ein Menschenrecht“ (Water – a public good) in Bern, on the subject
of „Access to water – a human right“.

June 25/26 KOFF is hosting a training workshop on „Do no Harm“ in Bern. The
trainers will be Wolfgang Heinrich (Evangelical Development Service, Bonn)
and Steffen Rottler (KOFF). September 3-4 KOFF is hosting a training workshop
on human rights and peace-building with Barbara Müller (Institut für Friedens-
arbeit und Gewaltfreie Konfliktaustragung) and Pete Hämmerle (IFOR Austria).

Events

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace

building. Other pointers

to events and training

courses are available

through the KOFF-

Infomarket.

New files for the Swiss Expert Pool for Civilian
Peacebuilding Handbook
Six new files are now available for the „Handbook of the Swiss Expert Pool for
Civilian Peacebuilding“, first published in April 2005. The files, each consisting of
more or less 20 pages, were prepared by experts from each of the fields listed
below. In addition to the relevant legal instruments they contain a bibliography
plus links to the most important organizations and internet sites for each of the
subjects: Conflict Analysis/Prevention/Transformation, Business, Conflict and Hu-
man Rights, Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration, Election Support,
Democratization, Training Tools.

Designed to serve as a flexible work tool the Handbook is intended to improve
the efficiency of Pool Experts, and is available also to the staff of partner organi-
zations. It should make speedy access to useful sources of information possible
at little cost. The new files, an extended list of authors and an updated table of
contents can be ordered from the Expert Pool for inclusion in the existing Hand-
book folder.

http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/sep.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/sep.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/sep.html
http://www.baselgovernance.org/conference/
http://www.baselgovernance.org/conference/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/RPP190207.doc
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/RPP190207.doc
http://www.oeme.ch/_kirchenweb/_ausgabeseiten/bericht.php?artikelid=315
http://www.oeme.ch/_kirchenweb/_ausgabeseiten/bericht.php?artikelid=315
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/nl/54/KOFFTraining2007.pdf
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The KOFF is sponsored jointly by the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and the following Swiss NGOs:
• Alliance Sud •  APRED • BAHA’I • Bethlehem Mission Immensee • Bread for All • Brücke Le pont • Caritas Switzerland
• CASIN • cfd • CIMERA • Common Cause Switzerland • DCAF • Fondation Hirondelle • Forum for Peace Education • Geneva
Call • Group for Switzerland without an Army • HEKS • Helvetas • Info-Link.org • Intercooperation • International Association
for Human Values • Interpeace • Interteam • LIPS • Media Aid • Medico International Switzerland • Mission 21 • MIVA
Switzerland • Palmyrah • Peace Brigades International • Peace Watch Switzerland • PeaceWomen Across the Globe
• Pestalozzi Children’s Village Foundation • Quaker United Nations Office • SAD • Service Civil International Switzerland
• Society for Threatened Peoples • Swissaid • Swiss Catolic Lenten Fund • Swiss Labour Assistance • Swiss League of Catholic
Women • Swiss Peace Council • Swiss Red Cross • Swiss Refugee Council • Terre des Hommes Switzerland • Women for
Peace Switzerland • World  Vision Switzerland 
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„Gender, Konflikttrans-

formation und der

Psychosoziale  Ansatz“ 

UN DDR Resource Center
Anyone in need of useful information on Disarmament, Demobilization and Rein-
tegration (DDR) will be richly served at the „Resource Center“, a website made
available by the United Nations. Among other things they will find an exhaustive
collection of DDR strategies, guidelines and methods (Integrated DDR Standards,
IDDR) as well as a manual for the planning, implementation and evaluation of
DDR projects. Also available is a survey of organizations active in DDR. Another
very practical tool is a selection of country profiles, with detailed DDR informati-
on concerning specific nations. As well as  various tools the resources include
training materials and information on DDR events and activities. Finally the web-
site also provides an efficient search machine to help find specific DDR docu-
ments.

„Gender, Conflict Transformation and the
Psychosocial Approach“ in Spanish, French and Russian
„Gender, Conflict Transformation and the Psychosocial Approach“ which the
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) first published (in Germ-
an) at the beginning of 2006 is now available also in French, Spanish and Russi-
an. It contains brief introductions to theory, explanations of the concepts, concre-
te tips on procedures together with case studies that should make it possible to
develop the psychosocial aspects in existing as well as new projects.

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:jakob@swisspeace.ch
mailto:newtrim@fastwebnet.it
http://www.peacebrigades.ch
http://www.peacewatch.ch
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.afsc.org/quno.htm
http://www.sad.ch/
http://www.scich.org/
http://www.gfbv.ch/index1.html
http://www.swissaid.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.sah.ch/de/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.friedensrat.ch/
http://www.friedensrat.ch/
http://www.redcross.ch
http://www.osar.ch/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.worldvision.ch/
http://www.worldvision.ch/
http://www.unddr.org
http://www.deza.admin.ch/index.php?navID=21863&langID=6
http://www.deza.admin.ch/index.php?navID=21863&langID=6
http://www.deza.admin.ch/index.php?navID=21863&langID=6

