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 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks Afghanistan Roundtableon Engagement
with religious structures in Afghanistan
KOFF’s third Roundtable on Afghanistan at the beginning of February welcomed
Kaja Borchgrevink, a researcher at the International Peace Research Institute
(PRIO) of Oslo, as guest speaker. She presented the initial findings of a PRIO
study on religion in the civil society of Afghanistan. Even though religious struc-
tures have played an important role throughout the history of Afghanistan, they
do not at present figure in the development of a new Afghanistan. If efforts are
not made to involve representatives of religion this could lead to increased ten-
sion between traditional and modern structures.

Representatives of religion in Afghanistan feel they could make positive contri-
butions in the areas of education, mediation/arbitration, the dissemination of
information and hosting political meetings. The PRIO study has not yet provided
confirmation of these assertions however.

swisspeace’s own expert on Afghanistan, Susanne Schmeidl, offered a practical
example of collaboration: the assistance the mullahs and ulemas have given to
swisspeace civic education campaigns. As well as helping to make access to
women easier, the mullahs have themselves served as civic educators. In
Schmeidl’s opinion this collaboration with religious structures proved crucial to
the success of certain projects.

The differences between the initial findings of the PRIO study and the experi-
ences of swisspeace can easily be explained. While PRIO is trying to identify a
specific role for the representatives of religion, swisspeace already had one in
mind – help with its civic education campaign. The Roundtable participants agreed
that in countries such as Afghanistan where religion is particularly important, its
representatives have an important role to play. Their involvement could have a
significant impact on development and peace-building projects, notably by facili-
tating access to the rural population. 08.02.2007

As a follow-up the next  KOFF-Afghanistan-Roundtable on Afghanistan on 26
April 2007 will discuss „Engagement with Traditional Structures.“ It will be
the last under the facilitation of Susanne Schmeidl, who leaves swisspeace in
May.

Further information:

swisspeace

Susanne Schmeidl

„The role of church

institutions in peace-

building“, Focus article

in the KOFF-Newsletter 

of 1 October 2006.

The Swiss Agency for

Development and

Cooperation (SDC) is

currently working on a

series of case studies

on the „Role and signi-

ficance of religion and

spirituality in develop

ment cooperation and

humanitarian aid“. A

reflection and working

paper is already

available.

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/AfghanistanRT26042007.pdf
mailto:schmeidl@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info.asp?article=940
http://162.23.39.120/dezaweb/ressources/resource_de_24892.pdf
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Further Information:

KOFF Steffen Rottler

RPP

CDA

KOFF websites

Tools and Conflict

Sensitive Approaches

KOFF mandates

Further information:

KOFF Anita Müller

KOFF workshop: „From working
in conflict to working on conflict“
KOFF organized a one-day workshop in February with Diana Chigas of Collabora-
tive for Development Action’s Reflecting on Peace Practice Project (RPP). Entitled
„From working in conflict to working on conflict“ the workshop discussed the
findings of the RPP project, and in particular how these can help to make deve-
lopment organizations more effective in areas of conflict, while promoting peace-
building. Practical exercises enabled the participants to apply RPP tools to their
own projects.

In recent years RPP has focused on conflict analysis topics and on the question of
linking analysis with strategy. A systemic approach of analyzing the conflict has
demonstrated its ability to identify „key driving factors of change“ in conflicts, as
well as favorable „points of leverage“ for peace-building measures. It is also
important, following the analysis, for the actors to clarify and check their theories
of change of conflicts that are the basis of the peace-building measures. In need
of further future clarification according to RPP is the question of an „adding up“
of the effects of peace-building actions.

The workshop was attended by 35 representatives of organizations from Swit-
zerland and elsewhere in Europe. It was part of a series of KOFF events devoted
to the „From working in to working on conflict“ concept in the 2006/2007 peri-
od. 19. 02.2007

Great demand for KOFF consulting and training services
The Center for Peacebuilding has been kept busy in the past weeks by a number
of requests for its consulting and training services. It provided support for the
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) for example in consultations with
representatives of governments and international organizations on Dealing with
the Past in Serbia and Kosovo. The DFA had already prepared suitable recom-
mendations, also in collaboration with KOFF, in the fall of 2006. These recom-
mendations found their way directly into the report of Martti Athisaari on the
question of the status of Kosovo. KOFF also provided advice on conflict-sensitive
project management for the new Intercooperation project in Kosovo entitled „Local
Governance and Decentralization Support“ (LOGOS), as well as three days of
training in Pristina at the end of January. Other activities included a „Do no
Harm“ training course for the Austrian Development Agency (ADA) in February,
and consulting services in the context of on-going KOFF backstopping mandates
in Switzerland. KOFF services are available to member organizations at special
rates. 26.02.2007

mailto:rottler@swisspeace.ch
http://www.cdainc.com/rpp/about_rpp.php
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_tools.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_tools.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_tools.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/consultancies.htm
mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
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Focus
Traditional authorities as partners in peace-building
Elders, chiefs and other customary leaders play an increasingly impor-
tant role in maintaining peace and security and managing public af-
fairs in many developing countries where state bodies are unable or
unwilling to assert authority. This „re-traditionalization“ of governance
has been boosted by the erosion of the state’s monopoly of violence, as
well as by democratization and decentralization programs that promo-
te or revive traditional authorities at local level. For peace-building and
development actors, customary elders have become significant stake-
holders in project implementation. This focus article reviews some of
the key issues involved.

In many parts of the world government resources, as well as the civil servants,
are concentrated in the capital and major cities, while vast rural areas are effec-
tively governed by non-state actors such as elders. Some of these customary
authorities have played prominent roles in recent efforts to (re-) establish func-
tioning state structures and resolve armed conflicts in various African, Middle
Eastern and Asian countries.

A case in point is Afghanistan where the international community and national
politicians have relied upon the „Loya Jirgah“, a national gathering of tribal
leaders, to legitimize the political process spelled out by the „Bonn Agreement“
(2001) as well as to negotiate and endorse the new Afghan Constitution (2003/
2004). In Somaliland clan elders were instrumental in ending bloodshed, negot-
iating peace agreements and defining new state institutions at the beginning of
the 1990s. In numerous other African countries elders have formally or informally
taken over core state functions including tax mobilization, natural resource ma-
nagement and conflict resolution. Whether or not this trend denotes a resur-
gence of tradition or, as some social anthropologists argue, points instead to the
continuity of customary authority, the fact remains that traditional leaders are in
many cases filling the space left by a retreating state bureaucracy.

Paradoxical state-building practices

The collaboration with and support for traditional authorities by international or-
ganizations, NGOs and national governments may seem paradoxical in the light
of the state- and nation-building activities incorporated into the international
community’s development and humanitarian agenda in the last two decades.
Democratization, gender equity and respect for human rights are all hailed as
cornerstones of „good governance“ inspired by Western democratic ideals. In
reality however efforts to improve or to (re-)construct governance, particularly in
post-conflict situations, are often hindered by the lack of coercive means, admi-
nistrative capacity and political legitimacy of weak states.

Instrumental approaches of external actors

How have external organizations involved in peace-building and development
work reacted to this challenge? While it is difficult to generalize, there clearly are
recurring patterns of cooperation and interaction between customary authorities
and development agencies. External actors, particularly when confronted with

The author of this article,

Tobias Hagmann, conduc-

ted extensive research on

conflict and resource

management by Somali

elders in Ethiopia’s

eastern lowlands as part

of swisspeace’s environ-

mental conflict research,

sponsored by the NCCR

North-South.
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tribal and genealogically segmented societies, depend on the goodwill of elders,
who continue to have considerable political standing, to reach their goals. Custo-
mary leaders can contribute to successful project implementation at many levels
including community mobilization, conflict resolution, food aid delivery and ensu-
ring physical security.

There are two reasons why both state and non-state external actors court tradi-
tional authorities. On the one hand, customary leaders are wanted for represen-
tative purposes as they are believed to embody and articulate community inte-
rests. The current donor rhetoric concerning the need to strengthen civil society
and community-based organizations has reinforced this tendency. On the other
hand, external actors are interested in elders’ ability to enforce decisions within
their community, thus facilitating project implementation. Hence, while some
NGOs might not appreciate the undemocratic structures of certain customary
bodies and their patriarchal practices, they adopt an instrumental approach in
dealings with chiefs and elders.

The illusion of genuine authority

Whatever the benefits or drawbacks, caution is required when collaborating
with customary authorities in peace-building and development activities. Both
elders and the external organizations that support them tend to believe in the
veracity and moral superiority of customary authority. Whereas state bureaucrats
and military officials are often assumed to be corrupt, elders are viewed in con-
trast as genuine, disinterested and wise leaders who act in accordance with
long-lasting traditions and the best interests of their community. While this may
be true in some cases, it is wrong to equate traditional leadership with genuine
authority. Research into these so-called „traditions“ shows that they have often
been invented in the framework of colonial and nation-building projects in the
past two centuries. Governments have always been highly selective in the way
they incorporate and recognize the customary leaders competing for state re-
sources. Today the same elders and chiefs are competing for the benefits offered
by internationally sponsored peace-building and development projects that are
channeled through NGOs.

Customary rules for peacemaking

Customary leaders are often highly experienced peacemakers who judge and
settle disputes at community and inter-group levels without reference to statuto-
ry norms. Mediation and conflict resolution are among their core activities, and in
this they deserve the support of external peace promoters. Before advocating
Western models of alternative dispute resolution, peace-building organizations
should, however, first try to understand the social context of local peacemaking
traditions. Only then should they attempt to develop strategies to bridge the
gaps between customary, religious and statutory legal norms. While it is impor-
tant to acknowledge the discrepancy between universal standards of human
rights and local customary norms as embodied by traditional leaders, the real
challenge is to facilitate processes that can bridge the gap between the two.
Rather than attempting merely to impose Western models, the various stakehol-
ders should be motivated to document and critically discuss existing conflict
resolution mechanisms and their weaknesses in an effort to develop locally
acceptable rules.
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News from Swiss NGOs

Towards a New Agenda for Small Arms Demand
On January 17 the Quaker United Nations Office in Geneva hosted a meeting of
experts entitled „Setting a New Agenda for Demand Work“. This event brought
together nearly 30 experts on various aspects of small arms demand including
political advocacy, research, policy development and implementation. The aim
of the one-day session was to review the development of small arms demand
theory, policy and practice; to assess areas of success, identify areas that need
attention and outline steps for further development and program consolidation.
It was the first time these experts had come together, and may well mark the
beginning of regular efforts to communicate and collaborate. A report should be
available in the coming weeks. 17.01.2007

On the previous day the Geneva Forum invited three visiting field practitioners
to speak on „Lessening the Demand for Guns: Lessons from the Ground Le-
vel“, to give the Geneva community the benefit of experience in the field.
More than 50 attended this event at the Palais des Nations. Rebeca Perez
Mellado, coordinator of the „Children and Youth in Organized Armed Violence“
(COAV) described a project in the Viva Rio district of Rio De Janeiro. Roselyn
Mungai, coordinator of Oxfam GB’s community-based conflict management
program in Northern Kenya, described the organization of peace committees to
discuss security issues with government representatives. Folade Mutota of the
Women’s Institute for Alternative Development (WINAD) in Trinidad and Toba-
go spoke about the efforts of a coalition of civil society organizations in that
region.

The Geneva Forum is a joint initiative of the Quaker United Nations Office,
Geneva (QUNO), the United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNI-
DIR), and the Programme for Strategic and International Security Studies (PSIS)
of the Graduate Institute of International Studies.

QUNO 

Geneva Forum 

Geneva Forum Activities

on Small Arms and Light

Weapons 

COAV 

Oxfam-Project in

Northern Kenya

WINAD 

Further information:

David Atwood 

Aletia Dundas 

Intercooperation training in Pristina on conflict sensitivity
A three-day training workshop on conflict sensitivity and the introduction of a
„Do no Harm“ approach was held in January in the framework of the new
Intercooperation project „Swiss-Kosovo Local Governance and Decentralization
Support (LOGOS)“. Participants included „Community Development Initiatives“
(CDI), a Kosovar non-governmental organization which is the local partner of
LOGOS, staff of the Pristina Cooperation Office of the Swiss Agency for Develop-
ment and Cooperation, and Swisscontact. The Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF)
led the workshop, assisted by a LOGOS national project officer trained in „Do No
Harm“ in Switzerland last November. This combination of international and local
expertise received extremely positive feedback from the participants.
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KOFF websites

Tools and Conflict

Sensitive Approaches to

Development

KOFF websites on

South-Eastern Europe
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http://www.quno.org/
http://www.geneva-forum.org/AboutUs.htm||
http://www.geneva-forum.org/Activities/salw/salw.htm
http://www.geneva-forum.org/Activities/salw/salw.htm
http://www.geneva-forum.org/Activities/salw/salw.htm
http://www.coav.org.br/
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/what_we_do/where_we_work/kenya/programme.htm#peace
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/what_we_do/where_we_work/kenya/programme.htm#peace
http://www.iansa.org/about/members/winadpopup.htm
mailto:datwood@quno.ch 
mailto:quno1@quno.ch 
http://www.intercooperation.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_tools.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_tools.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/t_tools.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_southeasteurope.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_southeasteurope.htm
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CIMERA

CIMERA „gamebook

for multilingual

teaching“ 

More information on

the project „History

Teaching in Georgia“

LOGOS and CDI, following the completion of a „scenario building“ exercise
considering various options for the first stage of implementation, are now con-
templating more in-depth conflict analysis with the support of various local au-
thorities.

The first stage begun in January concentrates on local authorities, promoting the
development of local governance and decentralization in an effort to normalize
the rule of law and democratization in a multiethnic Kosovo state and society.
The three main lines of action, in selected villages, call for: development of
public infrastructure and linked processes of community mobilization; assistance
in improving services, accountability, transparency; support for policy develop-
ment, harmonization and coordination processes. 31.01.2007

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

Intercooperation

Switzerland

Stéphanie Roschi Traoré

LOGOS Kosovo

Sylvia Schär Hahn

KOFF

Cordula Reimann

CIMERA Multilingual Education Project in Georgia
Multilingual teaching, in two or three languages, is now a reality for 16 classes
at first grade level in two regions of Georgia — Kvemo Kartli with its Azeri
minority and Samtskhe Javakheti with an Armenian minority, each living in com-
pact settlements. In these classes, not only Georgian language courses are enti-
rely taught in Georgian, but also a number of other classes (drawing, handicraft,
sports or natural science). The rest continues in Armenian and Azeri.

Teachers have been trained in new interactive teaching methods, and a quadri-
lingual gamebook for multilingual teaching is now in use. The teachers are sup-
ported by the CIMERA project staff through regular observation of the lessons
and exchange seminars.

The aim of the project is on the one hand to improve the mastery of Georgian,
the official language, by linguistic minorities so that these will have an equal
opportunity, and on the other hand to preserve the minority languages and pro-
tect the associated ethnic and cultural identities. The project was shaped by
meetings, organized by CIMERA, between experts from the Ministry of Educati-
on, teachers, minority community activists and international experts. Together
they negotiated a program that satisfied both government policy and the con-
cern of the minorities for the preservation of their language and culture in the
school system. 31.01.2007

Teaching history in Georgia: portrayal of minorities in textbooks

A workshop held in Tbilisi on December 12 in the framework of the CIMERA
project „History Teaching in Georgia“ discussed ways to integrate the authen-
tic history of minority groups into teaching in Georgia, while considering the
findings of research carried out between September and November. A research
paper will be published on the CIMERA website in March. Workshop partici-
pants included representatives of the Ministry of Education and Science, text-
book authors and historians, history teachers from minority groups, and non-
governmental organizations that deal with minority issues.

Further information:

CIMERA

Aurelie Perrin

http://www.cimera.org
http://www.cimera.org/en/publications/ind_gamebook.htm
http://www.cimera.org/en/publications/ind_gamebook.htm
http://www.cimera.org/en/publications/ind_gamebook.htm
http://www.cimera.org/en/research/ind_research.htm
http://www.cimera.org/en/research/ind_research.htm
http://www.cimera.org/en/research/ind_research.htm
mailto:sroschi@intercooperation.org
mailto:sylvia.schaerhahn@intercoopkos.org
mailto:reimann@swisspeace.ch
mailto:aurelie.perrin@cimera.org
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Further information:

Peace Watch Switzerland

Philipp Gerber

PWS

PWS Political rights

in Chiapas observer

program 

Peace Watch Switzerland
to maintain a presence in southern Mexico
During the 2006 election year in Mexico Peace Watch Switzerland (PWS) was
involved in conflict monitoring in collaboration with several partners: Propaz, the
Swiss Program for the Promotion of the Peace Process in Southern Mexico, and
five local organizations. The elections considerably weakened democracy in Mexico
according to PWS, virtually bypassing the democratic process. Towards the end
of the presidency of Vicente Fox many of the unsolved social problems once
again became evident, as can be seen from the examples of Oaxaca and Chia-
pas (see box).

Given the on-going state of conflict, PWS has decided to maintain a presence in
southern Mexico and, again in collaboration with Propaz, to continue its conflict
monitoring operations. In this context it is offering three sessions to train volun-
tary human rights observers. 20.02.2007

Representatives of the Catholic church and intellectuals say there is a „de
facto state of emergency“ in Oaxaca with a „real risk of civil war“, according
to PWS. The Calderón government does not seem interested in resolving the
conflict by means of negotiations or by bringing systematic human rights vio-
lations to an end. PWS is therefore considering the deployment of human
rights observers.

In Chiapas PWS has noted an increase in  paramilitary activities following the
election of Jaime Sabinés as the new governor. Sabinés has allies in the local
Partido Revolucionario Institucional, which is behind the paramilitary groups
according to PWI partner organizations. There have been forced expulsions,
killings and disappearances. Various communes are under threat, including
those in which PWI volunteers are present, in civilian peace camps.

Battle for land in the Philippines:
HEKS partner organization raises the alarm
Unnoticed by the international public a land-grab conflict that every day claims
more and more victims in the Philippines appears to be entering a critical stage.
Task Force Mapalad (TFM), a partner of Swiss Interchurch Aid (HEKS) has itself
suffered the loss of 10 members over the past year. TFM is an association of
small farmers and dispossessed persons with over 15,000 members. It began
life in 2001 as a self-help organization and to take part in the land reform pro-
gram. TFM is convinced that the murders are taking place in the context of the
battle for land. It has in any case succeeded in persuading the Mexican authori-
ties to launch an official investigation into the killing of its members.

The Comprehensive Agrarian Land Reform Program (CARP) instituted in 1988
was extended for a further 10 years in 1998. It is now in its hottest phase, i.e.
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Additional information

on the battle for land in

the Philippines from

HEKS

HEKS projects

in the Philippines

Philippine Human

Development Network
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mailto:chiapas@peacewatch.ch
http://www.peacewatch.ch/public/frameset.aspx?cat=1&lang=DE
http://www.peacewatch.ch/public/main.aspx?cat=2&ID=62&subNavID=1&navOrder=2&lang=DE
http://www.peacewatch.ch/public/main.aspx?cat=2&ID=62&subNavID=1&navOrder=2&lang=DE
http://www.peacewatch.ch/public/main.aspx?cat=2&ID=62&subNavID=1&navOrder=2&lang=DE
http://www.heks.ch/pls/heks/pkgapiw.www?p_sessionseq=-1&p_nodeseq=79&p_layoutseq=20&p_Tag=[a]Link_1
http://www.heks.ch/pls/heks/pkgapiw.www?p_sessionseq=-1&p_nodeseq=79&p_layoutseq=20&p_Tag=[a]Link_1
http://www.heks.ch/pls/heks/projectdb.search?p_SessionSeq=-1&iregion=3905&isubmit=1
http://www.heks.ch/pls/heks/projectdb.search?p_SessionSeq=-1&iregion=3905&isubmit=1
http://www.hdn.org.ph/
http://www.hdn.org.ph/
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GSoA press release

Website on the

„Initiative for a

ban on  the export on

war materiel“

GSoA criticizes Switzerland’s export of war materiel
The Group for Switzerland without an Army (GSoA) was clearly shocked by the
statistics published at the beginning of February 2007on Switzerland’s war mate-
riel exports during the year 2006. Swiss exports amounted to SFr400 million, an
increase on the previous year of a good 33 per cent — an example of the
incoherence of Switzerland’s foreign policy, the GSoA pointed out in a press
release. While preaching peace Switzerland provides the weapons needed to
practice war. More than half of the exports went to countries that are engaged in
the so-called „war on terror“ in Iraq and Afghanistan, the GsoA notes. Other
weapons are being sold to countries that are guilty of human rights violations,
including Saudi Arabia, India and Egypt.

At the end of June 2006 the GSoA as part of a wide alliance launched an „Initi-
ative for a ban on the export of war materiel“. After just a third of the time
allowed for the collection of signatures the tally had already reached 75,000,
more than half the required number the GSoA notes. 01.02.2007

the seizure of the private holdings of powerful families for redistribution. The big
landowners are resisting tooth and nail.

Murders do not just occur in the Philippines purely in connection with the land
reform however. The number of politically motivated killings is on the increase.
Since the government of president Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo came to office in
2001, some 585 political murders of journalists, human rights activists and far-
mers have been recorded, according to the Filipino Karapatan human rights group.
Only five persons have been brought to justice so far. The United Nations Com-
mission on Human Rights Special Rapporteur for the Philippines is currently in
the archipelago gathering information on the situation.  15.02.2007

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

HEKS Program manager

for the Philippines

Maya Doetzkies

News from Swiss Government Agencies
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Further information

UNDP

Further information

SDC

Article in the KOFF-

Newsletter on the

ministerial summit on

Armed Violence and

Development

Promoting implementation of the Geneva
Declaration on Armed Violence and Development
A core group of 10 like-minded countries met in Geneva in November 2006  to
promote concrete measures for implementation of the Geneva Declaration on
Armed Violence and Development. A second meeting took place in February,
and further meetings are to be held on a regular basis. The group, which acts
through political and diplomatic pressure, is preparing an Action Plan which  will
focus on the following: „Advocacy, dissemination of the principles contained in
the Geneva Declaration, and coordination“, „Measurability of armed violence
and research“, and finally „Programming“, i.e. incorporating armed violence
reduction and prevention into development programs. The Action Plan will be

http://www.kriegsmaterial.ch/blog/
http://www.kriegsmaterial.ch
http://www.kriegsmaterial.ch
mailto:info@heks.ch
http://content.undp.org/go/newsroom/june-2006/governments-agree-to-armed-violence-reduction-measures-.en?categoryID=349420&lang=en
http://content.undp.org/go/newsroom/june-2006/governments-agree-to-armed-violence-reduction-measures-.en?categoryID=349420&lang=en
http://www.deza.admin.ch/index.php?navID=26465&langID=1&itemID=92042
http://www.deza.admin.ch/index.php?navID=26465&langID=1&itemID=92042
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info.asp?article=909
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info_d.asp?article=909
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/archiv_info_d.asp?article=909
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DFA, PD IV

(Human Security)

OIF

OIF: „Délégation à la

Paix, à la Démocratie

et aux Droits de

l’Homme“

„Déclaration

de Saint-Boniface“

Mediation Support

Project

submitted for endorsement to all States that have signed up to the Declaration
by June 2007.

The group consists of Canada, Finland, Guatemala, Kenya, Morocco,  the Nether-
lands, Norway, Switzerland, Thailand, and the United Kingdom. It is coordinated
by Switzerland under the chairmanship of Ambassador Thomas Greminger, Head
of the Political Affairs Division for Human Security (PA IV) at the Swiss Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs.

In addition to the meetings of the core group, regional meetings on Armed Vio-
lence and Development will be held between April 2007 and in mid-2008 for all
the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, Africa and Asia to ensure
global follow-up of the Geneva Declaration. A sub-regional meeting for Sou-
theast Europe is also planned. 20.02.2007

Forty-two states representing all regions of the globe adopted the Geneva
Declaration on Armed Violence and Development at a ministerial summit in
June 2006, hosted by the Swiss government in partnership with the United
Nations Development Program (UNDP). In the Declaration they agree to „pro-
mote sustainable security and a culture of peace by taking action to reduce
armed violence and its negative impact on socio-economic and human deve-
lopment“. The Declaration is open to all States for endorsement. Seven addi-
tional states have adopted the Geneva Declaration since June 2006 and others
have announced their intention to do so.

French-speaking mediation retreat
Political Affairs Division IV of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs organized
a French-speaking Retreat in Geneva (February 15-17) on the subject of mediati-
on, in collaboration with the swisspeace Mediation Support Project. The 50-odd
participants included mediators from the „Organisation internationale de la Fran-
cophonie“ (OIF) as well as representatives of the United Nations, the African
Union (AU) and the Caribbean Community and Common Market (CARICOM).
Mediation experts from France, Canada and Switzerland also attended. In addi-
tion to exchanging experiences the participants discussed ways to strengthen
the mediation capacities of French-speaking actors. The discussion focused in
particular on the mediation activities of the OIF. This organization’s strengths
include its international recognition and experience and the close linguistic and
cultural ties it has with many countries, enabling it to obtain an ever growing
number of mandates in the French-speaking world. The meeting came to the
conclusion that the OIF’s mediation efforts in negotiation processes and for the
implementation of peace agreements could be strengthened by coordinating
them more closely with the activities of other international organizations or in-
deed those of OIF member states. 17.02.2007

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

PD IV Anna Ifkovits

http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/sec/humsec.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/sec/humsec.html
http://www.francophonie.org/
http://www.democratie.francophonie.org/
http://www.democratie.francophonie.org/
http://www.democratie.francophonie.org/
http://democratie.francophonie.org/rubrique.php3?id_rubrique=851
http://democratie.francophonie.org/rubrique.php3?id_rubrique=851
http://www.swisspeace.org/mediation/mediation.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/mediation/mediation.htm
mailto:Anna.Ifkovit@eda.admin.ch
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Further information:

PD IV Carol Mottet 
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Politorbis

Most of those attempting to mediate in armed conflicts and other crises today
operate under the umbrella of the United Nations. In the French-speaking regi-
ons however regional government representatives are often involved in medi-
ation efforts without necessarily seeking multilateral support. This may help to
explain a certain lack of mediation expertise in the French-speaking approach.
The OIF is the most significant mediation actor in the French-speaking world.
In the past decade or so it has organized mediation efforts involving high-
ranking persons, notably in Comoros, Togo, the Ivory Coast, Haiti, the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo and Burundi. The „Déclaration de Saint-Boniface
sur la Prévention des conflits et Sécurité humaine“ of May 2006 called on the
French-speaking nations to strengthen their mediation capacities and experti-
se.

DFA recommendations in relation
to commitments in fragile States
The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) last year created a Working Group
on Fragile States, which as well as members of the Department’s own Directora-
te of Political Affairs includes representatives of the Swiss Agency for Develop-
ment and Cooperation (SDC). The report issued by the group at the end of 2006
was presented at KOFF on February 2007 at a meeting of the KOFF working group
on peace issues.

The report includes a number of  recommendations resulting from an analysis of
the international debate on fragile States and a study of Switzerland’s commit-
ments in various countries. Among other things it calls for:

Better coordination of Switzerland’s commitments in relation to fragile States,
on the basis of a „Whole of Government Approach“

A more effective contribution to the harmonization of the activities of donor
states in a select number of fragile States

Respect for the „Do no Harm“ principle

Taking the interests of the populations concerned into account, as well as
existing traditional structures, when defining Switzerland’s commitments, in-
cluding at the international level

Better training of Swiss experts who are to be deployed in fragile States,
particularly with regard to security questions

Systematic  monitoring of the situation in fragile States (early warning sys-
tem).

The report of the DFA Working Group will be published in the next issue of the
Department’s publication „Politorbis“. Its recommendations are due to be imple-
mented in selected countries in the course of the current year. 01.02.2007

mailto:carol.mottet@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/doc/publi/ppol.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/doc/publi/ppol.html
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Further information:

PD IV Patrick Egloff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks New SDC strategy and guidelines
for combating corruption
Combating corruption is one of the prime objectives for the Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation (SDC) in 2007. At a Roundtable in Bern at the
beginning of  February the SDC Governance Section shed light on the social,
political and development policy aspects of the corruption the SDC encounters in
the course of its activities. The  Section presented new guidelined for combating
this phenomenon. The Roundtable was also an occasion for an exchange of
experiences with regard to Switzerland, Colombia, Afghanistan and West Africa.

In the view of Remo Gautschi, Deputy Director of the SDC, endorsed by Mark
Pieth, an expert on corruption and co-founder of the Basel Institute on Gover-
nance, Switzerland has know-how and credibility that can be put to good use at
the international level. Indeed the Swiss financial center  has introduced instru-
ments designed to effectively combat the use of money for bribes and kickbacks,
the illegal transfer of funds and money laundering, and the Swiss authorities are
also on their guard against such practices.

The SDC added an anti-corruption clause to its contracts in 1998, and is at pains
to make all members of staff aware of the dangers and to implement preventive
measures. The SDC opened a Compliance Office in 2006. It is active in the  resto-
ration of illegal funds and supports States that can demonstrate they have the
political will to undertake reforms. Finally, it provides assistance to those trying to
combat  corruption at the level of civil society. 06.02.2007

More information on

the subject from the

SDC 

New SDC strategy to

combat corruption

SDC Compliance

Office

Basel Institute on

Governance

Fragile States are a growing phenomenon, according to a study by the World
Bank. They have again been at the center of political attention in recent years.
Their potential role in international terrorism and the uncontrolled spread of
weapons of mass destruction has been a constant leitmotif in discussions
about development policy in relation to fragile States. These can be defined as
States in which the political regime lacks legitimacy, which no longer have a
monopoly on violence, and which are no longer able to provide the most basic
public services.

Further information:

SDC René Holenstein

mailto:patrick.egloff@eda.admin.ch
http://www.deza.admin.ch/index.php?navID=26465&itemID=151515&langID=6
http://www.deza.admin.ch/index.php?navID=26465&itemID=151515&langID=6
http://www.deza.admin.ch/index.php?navID=26465&itemID=151515&langID=6
http://162.23.39.120/dezaweb/ressources/resource_de_92770.pdf
http://162.23.39.120/dezaweb/ressources/resource_de_92770.pdf
http://www.deza.admin.ch/index.php?navID=151109&langID=6
http://www.deza.admin.ch/index.php?navID=151109&langID=6
http://www.baselgovernance.org/
http://www.baselgovernance.org/
mailto:rene.holenstein@deza.admin.ch
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Nepal: Staying Engaged

in Conflict. Experiences

and lessons learnt from

Conflict Sensitive

Programme Manage-

ment (CSPM) in fragile

context with armed

conflict.

CSPM

Further information:

IUED Thania Paffenholz

COPRET launches new Lessons Learned project
In January 2007 the Conflict Prevention and Transformation (COPRET) section of
the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC)  has launched a new
project to analyze „Challenges and Lessons Learnt from International Cooperati-
on in fragile contexts with armed conflict“. It shall support the adaptation of
country strategies and programmes at the same time. The project is conducted
by the „Institut Universitaire d’études du développement“ (IUED), University of
Geneva. It is a follow up of an applied research project that analyzed the expe-
riences with the Joint Swiss Programme (SDC/Political Affairs Division IV  of the
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs) in Nepal. This project is documented in the
study titled „Nepal: Staying Engaged in Conflict“.

The main findings of the study show that staying engaged with a development
programme in situations of armed conflict is possible, however, a political and a
management challenge. Only a conflict-sensitive management of the program-
me (CSPM) and an adaptation of the country strategy made this possible. The
space for development work has to be constantly protected. This can be achie-
ved through cooperation with other donors, dialogue with all conflict parties, a
combination of diplomatic, human rights and development efforts as well as
innovative use of existing tools (such as SDC’s „Monitoring, Evaluating, Repor-
ting and Verifying“ or the introduction of new tools (such as Local Risk Assess-
ments). The Nepal experiences also made clear that CSPM has to be owned by
all involved stakeholders and requires an increased effort in communication and
awareness.

The results of the Nepal experience have already been incorporated into the
work of COPRET in general and also serve as a reference for Swiss programmes
in other conflict countries. The Nepal study will also be presented at the next
meeting of the OECD/DAC countries in Paris in April 2007. 17.02.2007

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from the

 9 international KOFF

partner organizations:

Berghof-Center

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

International Partner Organizations

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo Conciliation Resources
CR recently published a policy paper on „Dilemmas of third party involvement
in peace processes: reflections for policy and practice from Colombia and the
and the Philippines“.

CR’s latest Accord publication, published in January and addressing the conflict
in Sudan, tries to provide a balanced account of the efforts to resolve this
violent conflict.

EPLO
EPLO presents the European Commission Work Programm for 2007.

EPLO presents  the Joint EU concept for Support to Disarmament, Demobiliza-
tion and Reintegration (DDR).

http://www.deza.admin.ch/ressources/resource_en_150717.pdf
http://www.deza.admin.ch/ressources/resource_en_150717.pdf
http://www.deza.admin.ch/ressources/resource_en_150717.pdf
http://www.deza.admin.ch/index.php?navID=92682&langID=6&userhash=50a90710be0566b9a7ab5179670b0387
mailto:Thania.Paffenholz@iued.unige.ch
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/accord/comparative-learning/policy-papers.php
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/accord/sudan/index.php
http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/programmes/index_en.htm
http://www.eplo.org/documents/EU_Joint_concept_DDR.pdf


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 55  14

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

SPICE/GTZ

European Centre for Conflict Prevention
The European Centre for Conflict Prevention and the Nansen Dialogue Centre
Serbia are organizing a Balkans Regional Conference on Peace Education
and Conflict Resolution in Schools in Belgrade April 12-13. Additional infor-
mation: Malin Brenk.

FriEnt
The governments of Germany, Finland and Jordan are organizing an internati-
onal conference on „Building a Future on Peace and Justice“ to take place in
June in Nuremberg, in collaboration with the International Center for Transitio-
nal Justice and the Crisis Management Initiative. FriEnt will host a workshop
on „Looking Back and Moving Forward: The Nexus Between Justice and De-
velopment“, and is also planning four studies on the subject. Finally, FriEnt is
organizing a workshop on „The Legitimacy of Internal and External Justice“ in
collaboration with KOFF.

A publication is now available on the challenges involved in „Responsibility
to Protect“ which was the focus of an international workshop jointly managed
by  FriEnt and the Friedrich Ebert Foundation in the fall of 2006.

International Alert
Although improvements have been made in the diamond industry and trade in
diamonds over the past decade,  International Alert believes that more can be
done to ensure that such precious resources are used for positive development
in Africa rather than as a source of conflict.

Alert’s „Peaceworkers training programme“  has a number of courses planned
in the coming months.

New Publications: „Réformes de la Filière Café au Burundi: Perspectives
d’Avenir pour le Développement Participatif“ (this French language reportsum-
marizes International Alert’s findings and recommendations for reforming the
coffee sector in Burundi) and „Entreprise Locale, Paix Locale: Le potentiel
du secteur privé national pour la construction de la paix“ (the French translati
on of the executive summary of Alert’s much praised report Local Business,
Local Peace).

Plattform Zivile Konfliktbearbeitung
Germany’s Platform for Peaceful Conflict Management together with the Institute
for Development and Peace (INEF) recently published German language
documentation on current research findings entitled „Zivile Konfliktbearbeitung:
Aktuelle Forschungsergebnisse“.

http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
mailto:m.brenk@conflict-prevention.net
http://www.peace-justice-conference.info/
http://www.frient.de/downloads/R2P-Workshop%20Documentation_2006.pdf||
http://www.international-alert.org/press/article.php?id=121
http://www.international-alert.org/press/events/events.php?id=120
http://www.international-alert.org/publications/290.php
http://www.international-alert.org/publications/290.php
http://www.international-alert.org/publications/289.php
http://www.international-alert.org/publications/289.php
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/index.php?info=docs&pres=detail&uid=721
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/index.php?info=docs&pres=detail&uid=721
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo March 1 the Annual General Meeting of Peace Brigades International is taking
place in Bern. Its motto: „Engagiert in West-Papua – Seite an Seite für die
Menschenrechte“ (Committed in West Papua – side by side for human rights).

March 12 KOFF hosts a meeting in Bern on „Armed violence and the spread of
small arms as a challenge for development cooperation“.

March 20 Swiss actors will exchange information on their future priorities and
strategies at the next KOFF Roundtable on Sri Lanka.

Other pointers to events

and training courses are

available through the

KOFF-Infomarket.

Events

Pierre Hazan: „Justice in a Time of War“
In his new book journalist Pierre Hazan takes a look behind the scenes into the
workings of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia. The
questions he raises include the motives behind the creation of the Tribunal, whe-
ther or not a body based on a UN Security Council resolution can act indepen-
dently, i.e. free from political pressure,  whether or not the Tribunal helped to
establish a Western presence in the former Yugoslavia, and finally has it been
instrumental in promoting national reconciliation. Hazan also traces the history
of other Tribunals and notes the similarities with the Criminal Tribunals of Rwan-
da and Sierra Leone as well as with the International Criminal Court. Pierre
Hazan writes for the Paris newspaper „Libération“ and Geneva’s „Le Temps“.
He is the author of numerous reports on the situation in the former Yugoslavia as
well as in the Middle East.

Pierre Hazan: „Justice in

a Time of War: The True

Story Behind the

International Criminal

Tribunal for the Former

Yugoslavia“.

Texas A&M University

Press College Station.

ISBN 1-58544-377-8.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo cfd file „security check“
What is the impact on the power relationship between men and women when
political, legal and social questions are increasingly defined and treated as „se-
curity problems“? Under what conditions does the paradigm shift from national/
military to human security genuinely lead to improved conditions for the empo-
werment of women and for gender-sensitive peace-building? The new cfd file of
the Christian Peace Service organization helps to clarify the debate on human
security from the point of view of women. It investigates the certainties and
uncertainties facing women in public life and in work relationships under a neo-
liberal regime, as well as in transnational migration and in the conflict between
Israel and Palestine.

cfd-Dossier 2007:

„security check –

Sicherheitsdebatten

feministisch durchleuch-

tet“. 96 pages / Fr. 14.-

plus shipping costs.

To order, ring 0041 31 300

50 60 or email

info@cfd-ch.org

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/uploads/website/koffevents/SmallArms120307.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/upload/sitebuilder/doc/gv2007/Einladung_GV07_Invitation_AG07_w_.pdf


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 55  16

Web tip

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

 
PublisherPublisherPublisherPublisherPublisher: Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) / swisspeace

AddressAddressAddressAddressAddress: Sonnenbergstrasse 17, CH - 3000 Bern 7

Tel: +41 (0)31 330 12 12; Fax: +41 (0)31 330 12 13

EditingEditingEditingEditingEditing: Lorenz Jakob

TTTTTranslatingranslatingranslatingranslatingranslating: Eric Edgell-Grimley

Publication datesPublication datesPublication datesPublication datesPublication dates: The KOFF Newsletter appears in German, English and French on the first day of every month

(except August 1 and January 1). The newsletter is distributed electronically.

The KOFF is sponsored jointly by the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and the following Swiss NGOs:
• Alliance Sud •  APRED • BAHA’I • Bethlehem Mission Immensee • Bread for All • Brücke Le pont • Caritas Switzerland
• CASIN • cfd • CIMERA • Common Cause Switzerland • DCAF • Fondation Hirondelle • Forum for Peace Education • Geneva
Call • Group for Switzerland without an Army • HEKS • Helvetas • Info-Link.org • Intercooperation • International Association
for Human Values • Interpeace • Interteam • LIPS • Media Aid • Medico International Switzerland • Mission 21 • MIVA
Switzerland • Palmyrah • Peace Brigades International • Peace Watch Switzerland • PeaceWomen Across the Globe
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peoplebuildingpeace.org

Stories about „People Building Peace“
The „People Building Peace“ website is a collection of worthwhile and inspiring
stories about the involvement of civil society in peace-building in conflicts around
the world. It includes stories from the already published volumes I and II of
„People Building Peace“, as well as a number of unpublished stories, all arran-
ged according to themes. Visitors to the site may choose stories from specific
countries, by particular authors or from specific organizations. Or the search may
be guided by a photo in the picture gallery or entering a key word in the search
engine.

 „People Building Peace“ is a worldwide campaign on the role of various actors
in peace-building. It was launched by the Global Partnership for the Prevention of
Armed Conflict at its international conference of 2005 in New York.

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:jakob@swisspeace.ch
mailto:newtrim@fastwebnet.it
http://www.peacebrigades.ch
http://www.peacebrigades.ch
http://www.peacewatch.ch
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.afsc.org/quno.htm
http://www.sad.ch/
http://www.scich.org/
http://www.scich.org/
http://www.gfbv.ch/index1.html
http://www.swissaid.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.sah.ch/de/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.friedensrat.ch/
http://www.redcross.ch
http://www.redcross.ch
http://www.osar.ch/
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.worldvision.ch/
http://www.peoplebuildingpeace.org/thestories/index.php

