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Article on the Swiss

Medium Term Plan

Swiss Medium Term

Plan on Human Security

for Sri Lanka 2007-2009

KOFF website

on Sri Lanka 

List of Swiss

actors in Sri Lanka 

KOFF meeting on small arms
as a challenge to development actors
In mid-March KOFF hosted a meeting dedicated to „Armed violence and the
spread of small arms as a challenge for development cooperation“, attended by
25 representatives of Swiss and international governmental and non-govern-
mental organizations. Participants from the Small Arms Survey, the Center for
Humanitarian Dialogue, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and
the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) considered the pro-
blem from all angles, not forgetting the gender dimension. How development
actors can integrate the small arms question in their approach was discussed
with the help of SDC risk assessments, conflict-sensitive program management,
and some practical examples from the UNDP to help with implementation in the
field. Finally representatives of Political Affairs Division IV (PD IV) of the Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs stressed the importance of the Geneva Declaration
on Armed Violence and Development as an international initiative for the reduc-
tion of armed violence.

It was made clear during the meeting that in the past, as well as small arms
control, other factors have come to the fore. These include the context and circ-
umstances of armed violence on the one hand  and factors that make people
want to own and use weapons. In this context the close relationship between
the problem of small arms and development cooperation activities, which per se
affect the factors which influence demand for small arms, was clearly demons-
trated. This is where development actors would do well to look for opportunities
to make a significant contribution to the reduction of armed violence. 12.03.2007

Roundtable on the priorities
and strategies of Swiss actors in Sri Lanka
Beginning with an update on the current political situation the first Sri Lanka
Roundtable of the year discussed the priorities and strategies of Swiss actors for
2007 and beyond, and the impact of the recent escalation of violence on projects
and programs. Many in the northeast have been stopped, either temporarily or
definitively. Tsunami-related reconstruction and rehabilitation in the South has
not been affected however.

Special attention was paid to the „Swiss Medium Term Plan on Human Security
for Sri Lanka 2007-2009“ developed by the Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC) and     Political Affairs Division IV (PD IV) of the Department of
Foreign Affairs. SDC and PD IV representatives presented the background, priori-
ties and „lessons learned“ from the current relief, conflict transformation and
rehabilitation programs. An implementation workshop to be held in July will
define indicators and strategic responses.

mailto:steffen.rottler@swisspeace.ch
http://www.undp.org/bcpr/we_do/Geneva_Declaration_.pdf
http://www.undp.org/bcpr/we_do/Geneva_Declaration_.pdf
http://www.undp.org/bcpr/we_do/Geneva_Declaration_.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/sri-lanka/index.htmlhttp://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_srilanka.htm
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/sri-lanka/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Actors/SriLanka_Actors.pdf
http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Laender/Suedasien_Himalaya/Sri_Lanka/Swiss_Medium_Term_Plan_for_Human_Security_in_Sri_Lanka_2007_2009
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FAST International 

FAST Updates 

Newsletter Focus

on FAST of

November 2006:

„Political early war-

ning: closing the gap

between theory and

praxis“.

Among the critical questions raised were the role of NGOs in the medium-term
plan and the challenge of implementing conflict-sensitivity. While all actors stressed
general awareness of the need for conflict sensitivity, it was once again made
clear how difficult it is to adopt this approach in a consistent and coherent way,
particularly in emergencies. 20.03.2007

KOFF training 2007
The Center for peace-building is organizing a new series of two-day training
sessions, to be conducted by international experts and KOFF personnel. The se-
ries kicks off on June 25-26 with an introduction to „Do No Harm“ — the best
known methods for conflict-sensitive project management — in response to the
growing demand of recent years.  A course scheduled for September 3-4 entitled
„Human rights and peace-building“ will explore the twilight zone between „trans-
formative“ and rights-based concepts, trying to identify opportunities to integra-
te such approaches in the current activities of participants. Participants in a course
with Israeli psychologist Dan Bar-On on October 19-20 will have a chance to
learn how story-telling can be used as a conflict transformation method. The
reintegration of former combatants of both sexes in post-war societies will be
the focus of a training course, which is due to take place on November 26-27. In
addition to these annual training courses, all of which are given in English, KOFF
regularly offers courses tailored to the specific needs of member organizations
and its partners in crisis areas. 28.03.2007

Relaunch of FAST International
FAST International, the swisspeace early warning project, is currently undergo-
ing a major face-lift in response to the external evaluation of 2006. The evalua-
tion was very positive but also recommended a number of changes and revisi-
ons. These are meant to strengthen the impact FAST has on the program and
project related decisions of its donors, i.e. the development agencies of Switzer-
land, Canada, Sweden and Austria.

The biggest changes concern the periodic FAST risk assessments (Updates), which
are considered the „flagship“ and core product of FAST International, a fact
confirmed by the evaluation. Henceforth the Updates will be published more
frequently and they will be shorter – with quantitative data supporting thematic,
qualitative discussions (and not vice-versa, as was the case in the previous
Updates).

The new approach calls for the publication every two months of two-page Up-
dates prepared by the 25 FAST country teams, each made up of a desk officer,
country coordinator and an international expert. In this way quantitative and
qualitative assessments will be combined with both local and international aspects.
The first round of FAST Updates was published in mid-March.

Program and

registration form

mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.ch 
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peace-conflict-research/early-warning/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peace-conflict-research/early-warning/products/index.html#c447
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/KOFF_Events/2007/KOFFTrainings2007.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=952&keywords=fr�hwarnung&booltype=AND&section=2&id=295
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www.swisspeace.org

5 Years after Göteborg

Report under the

Conflict Prevention

Partnership.

September 2006 

Common Foreign and

Security Policy (CFSP)

European Security and

Defence Policy (ESDP)

European Initiative for

Democracy and Human

Rights

Civilian Crisis Manage-

ment Committee

(CIVCOM)

European Security

Strategy

Focus

Each country will be the subject of a more comprehensive annual Country Risk
Profile (CRP), as well as recommendations for development cooperation actors.
There will also be annual meetings for donor staff in each country or region so as
to strengthen contact with both the headquarters and field office staff of donor
agencies. At the end of the first year of the relaunch, attention will be given to
more long term objectives including improvement of product marketing, training
in conflict analysis, early warning and prevention. 15.03.2007

New swisspeace website: www.swisspeace.org
Visitors to the restyled swisspeace website will find it leaner, less cluttered and
more informative. The home page of the website provides information updated
on a regular basis about the latest in-house innovations. All programs and pro-
jects have been classified under two headings: peace & conflict research,     and
peacebuilding activities. The new media portal     makes it easy for journalists to
find what they need. 01.04.2007

A NGO perspective on EU conflict prevention policy
The EU is today one of the major international players who actively
contribute to efforts in peace-building, not only through its large role
as development donor but also in its unique place to conduct its own
external relations in synergy with EU Member States bilateral efforts.
This focus article reviews some strengths and weaknesses of EU peace-
building and the role of the NGOs.

The EU has clearly recognised the risks and effects of conflict and instability and
has, therefore declared its commitment to undertake conflict prevention and
significantly step up its ability to respond with a variety of instruments. It has
significantly invested in operationalising its commitments both on the communi-
ty side (pillar I) – via the European Commissions instruments (e.g. development
and human rights instruments, SALW, SSR/DDR, de-mining, Kimberly etc.) – and
on the Council and Member State led side (pillar II) under the Common Foreign
and Security Policy (CFSP) (e.g. through civilian and military missions under the
European Security and Defence Policy).

Depending on the context, the EU can draw upon political dialogue mechanisms,
development assistance instruments and crisis management capabilities to help
build sustainable peace. Both CFSP and the Community Instruments are suited
and important for strengthening the capacities of conflict prone states, improving
human security. Both can and do engage in diplomatic and mediation efforts,
monitoring, and rapid crisis assistance, albeit in a different form.

mailto:schnabel@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.org
http://www.eplo.org/documents/eplo5yearafterweb.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/documents/eplo5yearafterweb.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/documents/eplo5yearafterweb.pdf
http://www.eu-gasp.de/
 http://www.eu-gasp.de/
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/diplo/de/Europa/Aussenpolitik/ESVP/ESVP-Start.html
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/diplo/de/Europa/Aussenpolitik/ESVP/ESVP-Start.html
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/projects/eidhr/index_en.htm
http://www.diplomatie.be/EN/policy/policynotedetail.asp?TEXTID=16621
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/cms3_fo/showPage.ASP?id=266&lang=EN&mode=g
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EU Programme for the

Preventionn of Violent

Conflicts

Civilian Crisis

Management Headline

Goal 2008

EPLO

For a detailed analysis

of conflict sensitise

trade, environment, and

development efforts see

Nicolas Beger and

Philippe Bartholme,

forthcoming in Studia

Diplomatice, 2007

Recent review of all the

EU-instruments availab-

le  Agnieszka Novak

„Introduction“ and „Ci-

vilian Crisis Manage-

ment within ESDP“ in

Civilian Crisis Manage-

ment: the EU way“, in:

Chaillot Paper n.90, Ins-

titute for Security Stu-

dies, June 2006, as well

as Catriona Gourlay,

„Community Instru-

ments for civilian crisis

management“ in: ibid.

Catriona Gourlay.

„Community Instru-

ments for civilian crisis

management“. In „Ci-

vilian Crisis Manage

ment: the EU way“.

Chaillot Paper n.90.

Institute for Security

Studies. June 2006

Strengths and weaknesses of the European Commission

The European Commission’s aid is mostly indirect, generally delivered through
partner organisations (ranging from UN to world bank, OSCE or NGOs), and can
stay much more low key than actions of the European Security and Defence
Policy (ESDP) conducted directly by Member States, whose added value rests
very much in their higher profile diplomatic and multi-lateral dimension. Accor-
ding to Catriona Gourlay (see box, links) the specific advantages of European
Commissions’ tools are in the long-term political advantages of strengthening
effective multilateralism, the short-term political advantages of working with
implementing partners, the promotion of civil society for reform and harnessing
the capacity of non-governmental actors, the cost-efficiency, the long-term deve-
lopment approach, and the EC’s project management capacities. The weaknes-
ses evidently rest in the lack of conflict sensitivity for both short and long-term
assistance, which is also too inflexible, and the procedural impediments, such as
the Financial Regulations, often make assistance non accessible or loose funds
due to the slow process. The core weakness, however, is usually identified in
intra-pillar and inter-pillar coordination to achieve output.

Difficult environment for the EU engagement

Despite important steps forward in policy and capacities the EU’s response has
been significantly weakened by two elements: the inability to conflict sensitise
all of the external relations activities from environment to trade, development
and human rights; and the inability to achieve coherence in its internal functions
for optimising output at best or at least not obstructing its own peacebuilding
efforts. The progress made by the EU in Göteborg in 2001, setting out a Program-
me of Action for the Prevention of Violent Conflict, with the European Security
Strategy and the Civilian Headline Goals 2008, currently appears to be under
threat of falling significantly short on impact due to internal tensions.

The failure of the Constitutional Treaty has led to a failure to agree institutional
reforms to improve the coherence of the EU’s external action. The subsequent
refusal of some Member States to combine and operationalise joint effort pro-
perly for reasons of not opening a debate on a combined External Action Service
through the back door, subjugates actual impact of already established and paid
peacebuilding efforts on the ground under large EU internal debates that hover
four levels above the possibility for operational coherence. This lack of political
will to overcome at the operational level what cannot currently be overcome at
the larger political level is already causing significant coherence problems in
ensuring that efforts made under shorter term crisis response engagement relate
to and mutually re-enforce longer-term development and geographic engage-
ment. In addition, the lack of conflict sensitivity in the European Commission’s
external efforts adds its own spice to an already well-recognised problem (inclu-
ding the EU institutions). Combined with the recent refusal to include explicit
reference to peace, security and conflict prevention in all but one of the Financial
Instruments 2007 to 2013, this „incoherence soup“ has been toped again with
a spoon of cream: it leaves the EC to some extent hand-tied in even implemen-
ting its own peacebuilding programmes and potentially actively hinders further
moves to conflict sensitise trade, environment, and development efforts.

http://ue.eu.int/uedocs/cmsUpload/78367.pdf
http://ue.eu.int/uedocs/cmsUpload/78367.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/documents/EUprogrammePreventionViolentConflicts2001.pdf
http://register.consilium.eu.int/pdf/en/04/st15/st15330-re03.en04.pdf
http://www.eplo.org
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News from Swiss NGOs

cfd media information

cfd 

Medienhilfe

Batshalom  

The author of this focus

article, Nicolas J. Beger,

works for the European

Peacebuilding Liaison

Office. The opinions

expressed do not,

however, reflect the

opinions of EPLO’s

Member Organisations.

Better chances for European NGOs

There can hardly be any argument against the need for the EU becoming a more
forceful global player in the current global political climate. For Peacebuilding
NGOs in Europe the engagement has become crucial and windows of opportuni-
ties have increased significantly over the last two years. The EU has long spent a
significant part of its development, human rights, and humanitarian funds on
implementation by NGOs. With the new Stability Instrument crisis response will
also be made possible for peacebuilding NGOs who have so far mostly imple-
mented under the European Initiative for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR)
and occasionally under the research frameworks. The political opportunities are
also becoming more numerous with the setting up of consultation procedures
under the Peacebuilding Partnership of the European Commission and with the
Civilian Crisis Management Committee of the Council (CIVCOM) as well as its
future ESDP missions alongside the more traditional advocacy opportunities with
trusted contacts and the official consultation procedures of the European Com-
mission and the European Parliament. There is a distinctively increasing role to be
plaid by peacebuilding NGOs in holding the EU and particularly member states
governments accountable to ensure effective delivery of the EU’s commitments
on peace and security. This interest also stretches beyond EU member states in
that NGOs in non-member states are on the one hand just as readily implemen-
ters of European Commission funding and potential partners for ESDP engage-
ment as well accompanying their governments increasing contributions to cer-
tain EU programmes and missions.

EPLO, the European Peacebuilding Liaison Office, is the platform of European
NGOs, networks of NGOs and think tanks active in the field of peacebuilding
and conflict prevention. EPLO is involved in a long-term process to promote
sustainable peacebuilding policies among decision-makers in the European
Union. It acts on an added value principle. In addition, EPLO fulfils an impor-
tant role as centralised interlocutor for the EU institutions and as an informa-
tion hub and capacity building entity for its Member Organisations. swis-
speace is a Member Organization of EPLO.

Cfd and Media Aid committed to supporting media women
Christian Peace Service (cfd) has mandated Media Aid to provide a three-day
workshop on „Strategic Communication and Media Partnerships“ for the Jerusa-
lem Link“ at the end of April. The  Jerusalem Link is the peace platform of the
Israeli women’s organization Bat Shalom and the Palestinian Jerusalem Center
for Women. The aim of the workshop is to help these organizations with their
peace efforts and in particular to enable them to reach a wider audience. The
workshop will make a detailed analysis of the media environments of each orga-
nization, and will then attempt  to develop an appropriate media strategy.

http://www.cfd-ch.org
http://www.medienhilfe.ch/
http://www.batshalom.org/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/56/cfd.pdf
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Further information:

cfd  Ursula Keller

medienhilfe

Nena Skopljanac

Further Information

from Fondation

Hirondelle

Fondation Hirondelle

Further information:

Fondation Hirondelle

Sharon Bylenga
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Geneva Call

press release 

Geneva Call

„Deed of Commitment“

Further information:

Geneva Call

Pascal Bongard

Also in the context of the cfd mandate Media Aid will carry out an audit of the
„Women Media and Development“ project, launched last year with the support
of cfd. This project  is trying to strengthen the role of women in Palestinian
society in collaboration with local TV programs. The purpose of the Media Aid
audit is to provide a critical evaluation of what has been accomplished so far
and to come up with some new ideas and methods for its continuation.

13.03.2007

Successful outcome for
Fondation Hirondelle media project in Timor-Leste
Fondation Hirondelle has helped to establish Radio and Television Timor-Leste
(RTTL) as a public radio station of national importance, providing professional,
independent coverage of news events, and information of public utility. Much
progress has been made — RTTL today has the biggest audience in the country.
The Foundation’s project to strengthen Timor-Leste media lasted from 2002 to
December 31, 2006 and benefited from a USAID grant of $1.4 million. The trai-
ning covered journalism, program production, finance and administration. New
equipment helped to streamline the workflow. Administrative capacity was
strengthened, production and distribution capacity increased, and program con-
tent enriched. A national audience survey conducted in the final four months
should reveal the full extent of the change.

„Moris Hamutuk“, an earlier Fondation Hirondelle project for the development of
a radio program, between 1999 and 2002, supported by the Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation, also benefited from USAID. This program focused
on news and information of interest to refugees and returnees. A survey at the
end of the project found that two thirds of refugees had listened to the program
— 50% at least once a day. Over 90% said the program helped them to decide
whether or not to return home. 23.03.2007

Success for Geneva Call’s „Deed of Commitment“:
Polisario Front destroys second stockpile of landmines
The Polisario Front destroyed 3,321 antipersonnel mines in Tifariti, Western Sah-
ara, in February. This is the Front Polisario’s second such operation since signing
the Geneva Call „Deed of Commitment for Adherence to a Total Ban on Antiper-
sonnel Mines and for Cooperation in Mine Action“ in November 2005. In signing
the Deed of Commitment, the Polisario Front committed itself to the destruction
of all antipersonnel landmines in its possession, and collaboration in mine action
in the areas it controls.

As Geneva Call points out, this action shows how the engagement of  non-State
actors in the landmine ban can contribute to the eradication of this scourge.

01.03.2007

mailto:ursula.keller@cfd-ch.org
mailto:nsk@medienhilfe.ch 
mailto:nsk@medienhilfe.ch 
http://www.hirondelle.org/||
mailto:sbylenga@hirondelle.org
http://www.genevacall.org/news/testi-press-releases/gc-01mar07.html
http://www.genevacall.org/news/testi-press-releases/gc-01mar07.html
http://www.genevacall.org/about/testi-mission/gc-04oct01-deed.htm
http://www.genevacall.org/about/testi-mission/gc-04oct01-deed.htm
mailto:info@genevacall.org
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/56/Hirondelle.pdf
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SCI Switzerland

SCI Switzerland

activities 2007

Further information:

SCI Switzerland

Martin Leschhorn

Further information:

FEPA Barbara Müller

Information from

FEPA on the

Youth Empowerment

and  Transformation

Program

New SCI Switzerland projects in Albania and Bulgaria
For some years now Service Civil International (SCI Switzerland) has supported
the efforts of partner organizations in Eastern Europe, developing structures for
voluntary work involving young people. This year the activities of SCI Switzer-
land have focused on bilateral projects in Albania and Bulgaria. These are fi-
nanced by the regional youth program section of the Swiss Agency for Develop-
ment and Cooperation (SDC) that deals with Eastern Europe. In Albania, two
camps have been set up where volunteers working in the areas of human rights
and discrimination are trained in the organization of related activities, and tech-
niques for passing their know-how on to other volunteers. At the center of the
project in Bulgaria is an exchange of human rights education know-how. The
program includes workshops, seminars and camps.

The program for 2007, extending to over 700 international missions involving
the deployment of volunteers, can be viewed on the SCI Switzerland websites.
Lasting from two to four weeks, these missions help volunteers to develop their
skills while making significant contributions to development at the level of civil
society in the target countries. 19.03.2007

HEKS partners victims
of government violence in Zimbabwe
When the „Save Zimbabwe Campaign“ held a prayer meeting on March 11
government security forces immediately stepped in to break it up by violent
means. The Mugabe regime imposed an absolute ban on public gatherings just
before the meeting. The Campaign is a newly founded coalition which includes
representatives of civil and human rights organizations, church groups and non-
governmental organizations together with some well known leaders of the Op-
position and civil society. Those arrested and beaten included members of part-
ner organizations of the Humanitarian Service of the Swiss Protestant Churches
(HEKS) and participants in the Youth Empowerment and Transformation Program.
Many belonging to HEKS linked organizations, such as the Young Women’s Chris-
tian Association, the Students’ Christian Movement of Zimbabwe, Students’ So-
lidarity Trust and Zimbabwe National Students Union were still under arrest at
the time of writing. HEKS is concerned for the physical well-being of those in
custody and has promised assistance.

In 2004 HEKS joined with the Fund for Development and Partnership in Africa
(FEPA) and the Bethlehem Mission Immensee to create the Youth Empowerment
and Transformation Program, which supports the peace efforts of the above-
mentioned student organizations. This Program also has the support of the Swiss
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs. 15.03.2007

http://www.scich.org/
http://www.scich.org/IMG/pdf/SCI-CH_Activities_2007.pdf
http://www.scich.org/IMG/pdf/SCI-CH_Activities_2007.pdf
mailto:martin.leschhorn@scich.org
mailto:bemueller@bluewin.ch
http://www.fepafrika.ch/youthempowerment.html
http://www.fepafrika.ch/youthempowerment.html
http://www.fepafrika.ch/youthempowerment.html


Swiss Medium Term Plan for Sri Lanka
The proposed new Swiss Medium Term Plan (SMTP 2007-2009) provides a fra-
mework for a coherent Swiss government approach to human security in Sri
Lanka. It focuses mainly on the work of the Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC) and Political Division IV (PD IV, DFA). The overall goal of the
SMTP is to contribute to the enhancement of human security in Sri Lanka through
the support of a comprehensive political solution, the promotion and protection
of human rights as well as the alleviation of human suffering resulting from
either armed conflict or a natural disaster.

Working with others, Switzerland will focus on three areas: 1) emergency relief,
promoting respect for international humanitarian law  and human rights, suppor-
ting disaster risk management through advocacy and agenda setting, aware-
ness building and strategic partnerships; 2) conflict transformation and peace-
building, supporting the peace process and contributing to conflict transformation,
facilitation and providing a conducive environment, advocacy and agenda set-
ting to strengthen the role of women in the peace process, promotion of a coor-
dinated media strategy, supporting State reform, strengthening the role of the
media, creating platforms for dialogue; 3) supporting lasting solutions for inter-
nally displaced persons and refugees, natural disaster rehabilitation, conflict trans-
formation through rehabilitation.

In all cases the approach will be gender-sensitive and concerned with good
governance. Swiss efforts are to be adapted regularly to the changing political
and security context using conflict sensitive program management techniques.
Conflict transformation will be a feature of all interventions, except in cases of
emergency humanitarian aid.

The program in the South is being wound up, but activities continue in the North
(Jaffna) and in Colombo. The Swiss budget for the next three years, beginning
early in 2007, will be about SFr 5 million a year, not counting tsunami relief
funding.
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Further information:

PBI Sabine Ziegler 

Up-to-date

exhibition dates 

News from Swiss Government Agencies

Swiss Medium Term

Plan on Human

Security for Sri Lanka

2007-2009

 SDC information

on Sri Lanka

KOFF website on

Sri Lanka 

Peace Brigades International exhibition:
„Facing Peace – Face à la Paix“
PBI Switzerland’s motto for 2007 „Facing Peace – Face à la Paix“     is also the  title
of a traveling exhibition, which will visit as from May 2 various Swiss towns and
cities. Representing the more than 60 Swiss who in the past 26 years have
dedicated their free time to PBI, the exhibition features eight portraits of PBI
volunteers. The work of three women — photographer Palma Fiacco and journa-
lists Anouk Henry and Katharina Baumann —  gives a clear idea of the volun-
teers’ high level of commitment, their drive and the impact their efforts have
made. The portraits put faces on the otherwise abstract concept of peace-buil-
ding. 20.03.2007

Further information:

SDC Ivan Hauri 

PD IV Martin Stürzinger 

mailto:sabine.ziegler@peacebrigades.ch
http://www.peacebrigades.ch
http://www.peacebrigades.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/sri-lanka/index.html
mailto:ivan.hauri@deza.admin.ch
mailto:martin.stuerzinger-bern@eda.admin.ch
http://www.deza.admin.ch/fr/Accueil/Pays/Asie_du_Sud_Himalaya/Sri_Lanka/Swiss_Medium_Term_Plan_for_Human_Security_in_Sri_Lanka_2007_2009
http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Laender/Suedasien_Himalaya/Sri_Lanka
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 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks Oslo conference on cluster munitions
Switzerland participated in the international conference on cluster munitions in
Oslo at the end of February, at the invitation of Norway. Other participants inclu-
ded representatives of 49 States as well as of the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC), the United Nations and civil society. The conference was an-
nounced by the Norwegian government in connection with the Third Review
Conference of the Convention on Conventional Weapons (CCW) held in Novem-
ber 2006 in Geneva. The Swiss delegation was headed by Ambassador Christine
Schraner Burgener, Deputy Director of the Directorate of International Law in the
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA). Various other representatives of the
DFA as well as from the Federal Department of Defence, Civil Protection and
Sports (DDPS) also attended.

One result of this conference was the decision of a group of States including
Switzerland, to prepare the way, by 2008, for an international treaty which bans
the manufacture, use, transport and storage of cluster munitions. It is also inten-
ded to develop a legal framework for cooperation, the assistance of victims and
the destruction of existing stocks. The final declaration of the conference under-
lines the importance of measures that need to be taken at the national level by
each and every State.  

The next meeting will take place in Lima May 23-25. Switzerland intends to
remain active in this process, as well as in the work of other international forums
seeking solutions to the humanitarian challenges arising from the deployment of
cluster munitions. 23.03.2007

Second meeting of the Private Diplomacy Network
The second meeting of the Private Diplomacy Network, sponsored by the Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs was held at the beginning of March in Hünigen
castle. This  network brings together non-governmental organizations devoted to
conflict transformation and mediation in peace processes. The aim is to use
shared experiences as raw material in the search for better conflict solutions.

The diversity of the peace and mediation processes in which those present have
participated — be it in Aceh (cmi and hd, see below), Sri Lanka (Berghof) or
Georgia-Abkhazia (cr) — was both fascinating and instructive. The examples
given led to a fruitful exchange of experiences and a lively discussion. The par-
ticipants work in a variety of conflict contexts: Tracks 1 or 1.5, with or without
the cooperation of civil society, authoritative or participative, with precise short-
term time limits or without a specific timeframe. Such questions as how to deal
with difficult partners in asymmetric conflicts, and how to organize a multi-track
environment were discussed in a way that was substantial, committed, and at
times even controversial.
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DFA website on

facilitation and

mediation

MSP

The Carter Center

Center for Humanita-

rian Dialogue

Crisis Management

Initiative

Norwegian

Government’s initiati-

ve for a ban on cluster

munitions

Information   from   the 

Platform

humanrights.ch

http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/goch/facint.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/goch/facint.html
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/goch/facint.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/mediation-support/index.htmlhttp://www.swisspeace.org/mediation/mediation.htm
http://www.cartercenter.org/homepage.html
http://www.hdcentre.org/
http://www.hdcentre.org/
http://www.cmi.fi/
http://www.cmi.fi/
http://www.regjeringen.no/en/ministries/ud/Selected-topics/Humanitarian-efforts/The-Norwegian-Governments-initiative-for.html?id=449672
http://www.regjeringen.no/en/ministries/ud/Selected-topics/Humanitarian-efforts/The-Norwegian-Governments-initiative-for.html?id=449672
http://www.regjeringen.no/en/ministries/ud/Selected-topics/Humanitarian-efforts/The-Norwegian-Governments-initiative-for.html?id=449672
http://www.humanrights.ch/home/de/idart_4665-content.html?zur=79
http://www.humanrights.ch/home/de/idart_4665-content.html?zur=79
http://www.humanrights.ch/home/de/idart_4665-content.html?zur=79
http://www.streubomben.ch/oslo-konferenz/
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Further information:

PD IV Murezi Michael

Community of San

Egidio

The Olof Palme

International Center

Berghof 

Conciliation

Resources

There was however a clear consensus on the importance of the role that non-
governmental organizations can play in peace processes. This can be as media-
tors or facilitators of peace processes on Tracks 1 or 1.5, when international
organizations or third countries are unable to take action. Or they can involve
themselves in the initiation and long term accompaniment of complex conflict
transformation processes with a variety of civil society actors and a wide range
of topics. 12.03.2007

The following are members of the Private Diplomacy Network: Berghof Foun-
dation for Peace Support, Carter Center, Center for Humanitarian Dialogue (hd),
Crisis Management Initiative (cmi), Community of San Egidio, Olof Palme Inter-
national Center, and Toledo International Centre for Peace. Representatives of
Conciliation Resources (cr), Political Affairs Division IV (PD IV, DFA) and
swisspeace’s Mediation Support Projects also participated in the retreat.
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„Linking Mine Action

to Development

Cooperation“

GICHD

„Linking Mine Action to Development Cooperation“
State-of-the-art demining is moving away from being purely donor-driven to a
more socio-economic approach. Mine Action should be worked out on a bilateral
basis in accordance with the development objectives of the country concerned.
This is the message presented in March by Ambassador Stephan Nellen, Director
of the „Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining“ (GICHD) at a
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) meeting in Bern. Nellen
presented the latest GICHD project, „Linking Mine Action to Development Coo-
peration“.

The GICHD has created a contact group devoted to this project, and while con-
ducting research is working hard to promote capacity development in countries
where mines are a problem. With the help of the Development Assistance Com-
mittee (DAC),the Centre hopes to achieve better integration of this theme in the
country strategies of member states.

The Bern meeting proved to be a real opportunity for participants to obtain stimu-
lating insights into a modern form of Mine Action, not only for the SDC but also
for representatives of Political Affairs Division IV (PD IV) of the Federal Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and the Federal Department of Defence, Civil Protection
and Sports (DDPS). 07.03.2007

mailto:murezi.michael@eda.admin.ch
http://www.santegidio.org/
http://www.santegidio.org/
http://www.palmecenter.org/
http://www.palmecenter.org/
http://www.berghof-peacesupport.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.gichd.org/operational-assistance-research/linking-mine-action-and-development/overview/
http://www.gichd.org/operational-assistance-research/linking-mine-action-and-development/overview/
http://www.gichd.org/operational-assistance-research/linking-mine-action-and-development/overview/
http://www.gichd.org||
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The Swiss Action Plan

is available on the

internet in English as

well as in German

French and Italian. It can

also be ordered in the

form of  a brochure from

the Political Affairs

Division IV of DFA.

Action Plan for the implementation of UN Resolution 1325
Swiss President Micheline Calmy-Rey presented Switzerland’s Action Plan for
implementation of the United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women,
Peace and Security to the public in March. Dating from the year 2000 Resolution
1325 is the first ever adopted by the Security Council to expressly mention the
impact of armed conflicts on women and girls, and at the same time to underline
the importance of women’s participation in peace processes. Switzerland had
already committed itself in the past to implementation of the main points of
Resolution 1325, namely: for greater involvement of women in peace-building,
to combat and prevent violence against women and girls and protect their rights
and needs in the context of armed conflicts, and also to respect the differences
between the roles and requirements of women and men in peace-building acti-
vities.

The National Action Plan (NAP), which was presented to the Swiss government
in January, will have the effect of strengthening and coordinating Switzerland’s
on-going commitment. It includes a summary of the general lines of action as
well as a catalogue of measures for implementation, in the 2007-09 period, of
the three priorities mentioned above. The product of interdepartmental collabora-
tion, the NAP can be adapted and extended at any time. Moreover, the Plan
includes procedures which will make it possible for individuals and organizations
active in peace-building to contribute to further development of the catalogue of
measures. 08.03.2007

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks FriEnt
FriEnt hosted a talk on transitional justice by the president of the International
Center for Transitional Justice in March.

 FriEnt also held a Roundtable on Colombia in March to consider the point of
view of victims.

For some months now FriEnt has been intensively involved with the conflicts in
Sudan and Chad. These countries are now featured on the FriEnt website.

EPLO
Among the topics discussed in the current edition of the „Conflict Prevention“-
Newsletter of the European Peacebuilding Liaison Office (EPLO) is „Towards a
final settlement of Kosovo’s status?“ and a presentation  of Romanian views
on EU conflict prevention. It also provides information on the „Let us Free the

Children of War“ international conference which took place in February in Paris.

International Partner Organizations

News from the

9 international KOFF

partner organizations.

http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/congen.htm
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/congen.htm
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/congen.htm
mailto:pa4@eda.admin.ch
mailto:pa4@eda.admin.ch
http://www.frient.de/downloads/FriEnt_Impulse%200307.pdf||
http://www.frient.de/laender/tschad.asp
http://www.eplo.org/documents/EPLOCPNL_2-2.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/documents/EPLOCPNL_2-2.pdf
http://www.frient.de/downloads/FriEnt_Impulse%200307.pdf
http://www.frient.de/laender/tschad.asp
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 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo The exibition „Afghanistan: Ist Frieden lernbar?“ will be in Uster from March
24 to June 3. This photographic journey through a society in a state of upheaval
is a collaborative effort between photographer Jean-Jacques Ruchti and swiss-
peace.

On April 3, 10 and 17 a series of lectures on „Menschenrechte und Friedens-
förderung in der Schweizer Aussenpolitik“ will be held at the Swiss Federal
Institute of Technology of Zurich, organized by Humanrights.ch/MERS and the
Center for Security Studies.

April 13-15 PBI Switzerland is offering training sessions in Solothurn as an
introduction for those joining the PBI team, and again on November 2-4.

A matinee showing of the film „Spingiri – Die weissen Bärte“ will take place
in Uster on April 22 at 11.00, followed by a panel discussion with Susanne
Schmeidl of swisspeace and the photographer Jean- Jacques Ruchti.

On April 26 there will be a KOFF  Afghanistan-Rundtable on „Engagement with
Traditional Actors“.

Events

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil

peace building. Other

pointers to events and

training courses are

available through the

KOFF-Infomarket.
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Aid for Peace

A Guide to Planning and

Evaluation for conflict

zones. 2007. Nomos.

162 S, 12.- €, ISBN 978-

3-8329- 2582-6.

Aid for Peace. A Guide to Planning
and Evaluation for Conflict  Zones
Thania Paffenholz and Luc Reychler’s book „Aid for Peace“ provides a conceptu-
al basis for intervention in conflict zones and assistance with implementation. It
basically sums up the present state of peace and conflict research. It takes the
reader step by step through a process that makes it easier to properly plan and
evaluate intervention in conflict zones from the development, humanitarian and
peace-building points of view. Aimed at a wide audience „Aid for Peace“ should
above all enable development and peace activists to achieve appropriate policy,
project and program design in conflict zones. The project has been supported by
the Conflict Prevention and Transformation Division (COPRET) of the Swiss Agen-
cy for Development and Cooperation (SDC) as well as other European develop-
ment ministries.

Women’s views on interreligious dialogue
How can people live together peacefully and with justice for all in a multicultural
and multireligious society? What contribution can interreligious dialogue make to
such an outcome? This subject has been approached by a number of women in
books with varying points of view. The emphasis is on the experiences and
viewpoints of women to whom little attention has been paid up until now in
interreligious dialogue.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women`s views on

interreligious dialogue

and peace-building
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http://www.villaamaabach.ch
http://www.humanrights.ch/home/de/Aktuell/Agenda/idart_4945-content.html
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/einfuehrungs_weekend.htm||
http://www.qtopia.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/KOFF_Events/2007/AfghanistanRT26042007.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
http://www.nomos.de/nomos/d/recherche/titel_rech/action.lasso?-database=titel.fp3&-layout=internet&-response=/nomos/d/recherche/titel_rech/tit_detail.lasso&ISBN_13=978-3-8329-2582-6&-search
https://www.huberlang.com/books/fulldisplay?CSPCHD=00000001000232w0kFiy003957864628&ISBN=9783786726043||
https://www.huberlang.com/books/fulldisplay?CSPCHD=00000001000232w0kFiy003957864628&ISBN=9783786726043||
https://www.huberlang.com/books/fulldisplay?CSPCHD=00000001000232w0kFiy003957864628&ISBN=9783786726043||
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Universal

Human Rights Index

 InfoInfoInfoInfoInfo

Web tip

Universal Human Rights Index
The Universal Human Rights Index is a compilation of approximately 1000 United
Nations documents. It provides ready access to the observations and recom-
mendations of two separate UN sources in this field: 1) the seven Treaty Bodies
which since 2000 have monitored compliance with UN treaties and, 2) the Spe-
cial Procedures of the Human Rights Council (since 2006). The observations and
recommendations are classified according to the type of human right concerned
as well as by country and by UN body. And for the first time links are provided to
the observations and recommendations of different independent experts.

The index makes it possible to follow up the UN recommendations and to obtain
an idea of the degree of cooperation that exists between national governments
and the international bodies.

The website has been designed as a tool for the Human Rights Council, govern-
ments, international organizations and civil society. It has been developed by the
Institute of Public Law of the University of Bern under the supervision of Profes-
sor Walter Kälin.

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor Doris Strahm only recently presented the book in the Conflict Prevention
and Transformation Division (COPRET) of the Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC). COPRET recommends the book, which discusses principles
of dialogue that are also important in development cooperation work.
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