
Kompetenzzentrum Friedensförderung
Centre pour la promotion de la paix

Centro per la promozione della pace
Center for Peacebuilding

NEWSLETTER
May 1 2007 / Nr. 57

KOFF

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Publisher:
Center for
Peacebuilding KOFF
Sonnenbergstrasse 17
CH - 3000 Bern 7
Tel: +41 (0)31 330 12 12
www.swisspeace.org/koff

KOFF – swisspeace

Afghanistan Roundtable
on engagement with traditional actors

„Reflecting on Peace Practice“
consultation workshop and training

KOFF 2006 Annual Report

Focus
Incentives and sanctions in peace processes

News from Swiss NGOs
The Philippines: A new geographical
focus for the Institute of Federalism

„Women in an Insecure World“ DVD Resource Package

HEKS: Peace community of Colombia
nominated for Nobel Prize

News from Swiss Government Agencies
Peace-building program  in the Great African Lakes Region

COPRET: international Workshop on
„Security System Reform“

Consultations with civil society in the context
of the Paris Declaration

International Partner Organizations

Events, Publications, Web tip

http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/default.htm


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 57  2

KOFF – swisspeace

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks

Further information:

swisspeace

Sascha Mueller and

Steffen Rottler 

Heinrich Böll

Foundation.

Publication Series on

Promoting Democracy

under Conditions of

State Fragility.

Issue 1: Afghanistan

Afghanistan Roundtable
on engagement with traditional actors
KOFF hosted the fourth of its Afghanistan Roundtables at the end of April. The
meeting began with a showing of the Heinrich Böll Foundation’s documentary
film „Spin Giri – Die Weissen Bärte“. Made in 2005 the film shows the way in
which the Tribal Liaison Office (TLO) works in the Pashtun dominated provinces
of Paktia, Paktika and Khost in southeast Afghanistan. This project, in which
swisspeace is a partner attempts to integrate traditional decision-making me-
chanisms and structures – such as the „Jirgahs“ (ad hoc assemblies of tribal
leaders) or „Shuras“ (permanent councils) – in the democratisation and reconstruc-
tion of Afghanistan. The film features local actors in the parliamentary elections
of 2005.

In the closing discussion participants in the Roundtable spoke of the difficulty of
the present situation for tribal leaders who despite all the political uncertainties
have to negotiate a path between the Taliban and the weak structures of the
present government. Pashtun tribal leaders who work with the TLO have com-
mitted themselves to non-violence and efforts to establish peace. As they have
no militia of their own the only protection they can rely on is a tribal police force.
Although in the course of the war the traditional tribal leaders have lost power to
the warlords and mullahs, they nonetheless remain an important medium of
local representation and can play a key role in the present phase of transition,
particularly in the area of security. However there must be a clear differentiation
of roles between tribal leaders and the State.

Although the way these leaders are chosen bears no resemblance to  Western
standards of democracy, they are nonetheless answerable to their constituents
and stand to lose prestige and power if proven unable to render services to the
community. International actors who work with tribal leaders should therefore
make sure that the community they represent obtains concrete benefits from
this collaboration.

The next KOFF Roundtable on Afghanistan will look at the complex interrelations
between drug-related and security questions. 26.04.2007

mailto:sascha.mueller@swisspeace.ch
mailto:rottler@swisspeace.ch
http://www.boell.de/downloads/asien/afghanistan_dt.pdf
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Collaborative for

Development  Action

(CDA)

Article on the KOFF

workshop „From

working in conflict to

working on conflict“

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann

KOFF annual report

2006 (in German)

KOFF 2006 Annual Report
The 11-page KOFF 2006 Annual Report is now available. It provides a bird’s eye
view of the year’s activities of the Center for Peacebuilding, particularly in relati-
on to conflict sensitivity, gender, peace-building and dealing with the past. KOFF
was particularly active in eight geographical locations in 2006: Angola, Guate-
mala, Indonesia, Israel/Palestine, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Southeast Europe, and in
Afghanistan. 10.04.2007

Training and Consultation Workshop
on Reflecting on Peace Practice
At the end of April, KOFF participated at a Training of Trainer (ToT) and a consul-
tation workshop on the Reflecting on the Peace Practice (RPP) Project. The event,
which was organized by CDA (Collaborative for Development Action) in Cam-
bridge/MA, brought togther around 20 intenational practitioners and advisers
involved in peace-building. The main aims were to expand the number of advi-
sors and trainers on RPP and to discuss lessons learned in applying RPP frame-
works and concepts. The workshop offered an in-depth debate on key concepts
of RPP (like systemic approch to conflict analysis, criteria of effectiveness and
impact, theories of change), how to indroduce RPP in the training context and
how to engage participants as consultants on RPP. 27.04.2007

http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=1026&id=502
mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Annual_Reports/jb_2006_d.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Annual_Reports/jb_2006_d.pdf
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Focus

More detailed article

from Conciliation

Resources

Accord  sanctions and

incentives project

Journal of Conflict

Resolution. Mediation

Style and Crisis

Outcomes

Anthony Regan.

External versus

internal incentives in

peace processes:

aspects of the Bou-

gainville experience.

Draft paper for the

Conciliation Workshop,

27 September 2006.

Incentives and sanctions in peace processes
How can external actors use the policy instruments at their disposal to
support rather than undermine peacemaking efforts? This article sheds
some light on the use of incentives and sanctions in peace processes. It
draws on a soon-to-be-published report from a joint analysis workshop
held by Conciliation Resources.

External actors may respond to armed conflicts by coercing, pressuring, encoura-
ging or facilitating change in the behavior and relationships between the conflict
parties. While external incentives and sanctions are not in themselves strategies
for resolving conflict (i.e. addressing the fundamental issues in dispute, the na-
ture of the relationship between the parties or the wider social dynamics of the
conflict), they may be useful in helping to create or expand the space for dia-
logue.

Outsiders can to some extent influence the strategic calculations of the parties
by weakening their strategic position through sanctions, making them recognize
that they have much to gain by negotiation, and through various incentives. They
can also help to foster favorable conditions for talks and momentum in a process
by carefully and strategically bringing resources to bear. However when external
actors try to force belligerents to the table before they accept the need to nego-
tiate themselves, the result could be excessive, and in all probability  unsustai-
nable, reliance on external action.

Unintended consequences of sanctions
Sanctions can have a number of unintended consequences: failing to make the
cost of continued belligerence intolerable, becoming part of the conflict discourse
and dynamics, hardening or entrenching attitudes and behavior, and sealing off
avenues for engagement and dialogue. The Commonwealth of Independent Sta-
tes (CIS) embargoes on Abkhazia, for example, initiated at the request of Geor-
gia, have failed to force Abkhazia to relent in its quest for independence. Geor-
gia had wanted sanctions to make Abkhazia more flexible in political negotiations,
but they have only succeeded in entrenching its position and making it more
reliant on Russia, which has manipulated the situation to its advantage.

Offering incentives in the context of peace processes also involves risks and
dilemmas. In an era of internationalized peacemaking there are many benefits to
signing on to a peace process in bad faith, either to milk it or simply to meet
international expectations. External actors sometimes compete for control, or for
the prestige associated with playing the role of peacemaker. This allows bellige-
rents to go ‘forum-shopping,’ seeking the best deal for themselves. There is
often a dysfunctional abuse of incentives to attend peace talks, for example
when belligerent negotiators are offered salaries.

There may be a corollary between the degree of reliance upon external coercion
and/or inducement to reach an agreement and the ultimate unsustainably of the
process and outcomes – but this needs further empirical research.  The ‘right
amount’ of involvement seems to be a question both of degree of external
pressure and skill of application.

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/57/CR_Focus_KOFF_NL57.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/57/CR_Focus_KOFF_NL57.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/57/CR_Focus_KOFF_NL57.pdf
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/accord/sanctions-incentives/index.php
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/accord/sanctions-incentives/index.php
http://jcr.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/50/1/58
http://jcr.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/50/1/58
http://jcr.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/50/1/58
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Conflict analysis and the development of effective instruments

The parties to a conflict are usually complex political entities. Astute political
analysis is needed to fathom their motivation structures and decision-making
processes, the relationship with their constituencies and society, and how they
might interpret signals from external actors. Any external intervention should
take into account the following considerations:

What are the incentive structures of the different parties? Who are the various
factions and what are the main points of divergence and motivation? To what
political bases are the conflict parties accountable? How will an incentive or
sanction play into these motivational structures and potentially strengthen or
undermine those willing to explore a negotiated solution?

What is the full range of levers that could be used to exert influence – and by
whom? Informal power structures that are close to the primary parties may be
overlooked as subjects to influence. Signals and informal approaches can be
adopted. „Shaming and blaming“ can be as effective as proscribing and ban-
ning, and the mere threat of imposing sanctions or removing benefits will
sometimes be sufficient.

Does the analysis fully consider the way that motivational dynamics will change
over time?  What helps to bring parties to the table is not necessarily what will
produce an agreement.

Supporting internal momentum in a peace process

As Anthony Regan has argued in the case of Papua New Guinea and Bougainvil-
le (see box), there are two vital requirements for the success of a peace process,
that may be overlooked if one focuses too much on international intervention.
The first is whether the parties have „locally generated incentives“ for engaging
in the process. The second is whether such incentives can be utilized creatively
in the process, and possibly even be made to be mutually reinforcing. In Bou-
gainville for example, each individual party to the conflict agreed to take steps
that were in the interest of the other parties to the conflict, accepting that this
would inevitably benefit all concerned.

Challenges in crafting and implementing policy instruments

There are a number of issues that should be taken into consideration:

Legal-normative considerations around the crafting of policy instruments: e.g.
the legality of sanctioning or offering incentives to a non-state armed group.

The geopolitics of international response: Which governments tend to lead the
international response and what is their motivation for doing so? What hap-
pens when their response to a specific conflict is rooted more in their geopoli-
tical maneuvering than in the needs of that conflict?

The policy capacity of states: Many governments do not have the capacity to
develop an policy on specific conflicts, which means decisions will be taken
without a full grasp of the implications for the conflict.
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Institute of

Federalism

Further information

on the project

Further information:

Eva Schmassmann

News from Swiss NGOs

Harmonization, strategic complementarity and contention: there is a major chal-
lenge in ensuring that the key players are ‘on the same page’ in responding to
the conflict. How can international organizations improve their ability to ensure
that they are not pursuing contradictory policies with potentially perverse con-
sequences? 16.04.2007

Conciliation Resources is producing a new thematic edition of its publication
„Accord: an international review of peace initiatives“ on the use of incentives
and sanctions in peace processes. It is due for publication in the autumn.

The Philippines: A new geographical
focus for the Institute of Federalism
In the context of the ongoing debate on constitutional reforms in the Philippines,
the possibility of a federal system of government is also being considered at the
highest political level. Federalism is one solution that might lead to peaceful
coexistence in a society like that of the of Philippines in which certain minority
groups exhibit definite leanings towards autonomy movements.

The Institute of Federalism (IFF) has now launched a collaborative effort with the
intention of providing local research partners and civil society with the kind of
expertise that will nourish debate based on facts rather than opinions.

Cooperation is to focus in particular on the development and exchange of exper-
tise, with three sub-projects. Each year key decision-makers of both sexes inclu-
ding politicians, civil society representatives, researchers and media representa-
tives will be invited to Switzerland for a one-week study tour. The aim is to give
them an insight into the functioning of Swiss federalism, and in discussions with
Swiss academic as well as economic and political experts to develop a clear
idea of the scope and limitations of federalism in the context of the Philippines.
Furthermore a Filipino researcher, male or female, will be invited each year to
spend three months in Switzerland.

The findings will be presented to the general public at regular one-day seminars
in collaboration with Filipino specialists. These seminars should be organized in
different regions of the Philippines, and the content should be adapted to the
local needs. 17.04.2007

Further information:

Conciliation Resources

Aaron  Griffiths 

http://www.federalism.ch
http://www.federalism.ch
http://www.federalism.ch/index.php?page=794&lang=1 ||
http://www.federalism.ch/index.php?page=794&lang=1 ||
mailto:eva.schmassmann@unifr.ch
mailto:agriffiths@c-r.org
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Women in an Insecure

World – DVD Resource

Package

HEKS: Peace community of Colombia
nominated for Nobel Prize
The peace community of San Jose de Apartado in Colombia was created a deca-
de ago in a region of intense fighting in an effort to protect an agricultural village.
In this way the civil population defended its right to live in peace, in conditions of
respect for international humanitarian law. The community has been supported
by the Humanitarian Service of the Swiss Protestant Churches (HEKS) since the
early days, in the framework of its „Internally displaced persons and human
rights“ project. The peace community of San José de Apartado has been nomi-
nated for the Nobel Peace Prize of 2007, in recognition of its role as an example
to the many other social organizations that have committed themselves to fin-
ding a peaceful solution to armed conflicts in Colombia. 28.03.2007

Further information:

HEKS

Marie-Thérèse Roggo

„Women in an Insecure World“ – DVD Resource Package
The Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF) has put
together a DVD Resource Package on the various forms which violence against
women takes all over the world. It includes a 45-minute documentary film
„Women in an Insecure World“, in three languages. Among the topics dealt with
in the film are: trafficking in human beings, genital mutilation, sexual assault in
armed conflicts, women and human rights, and international law. The DVD also
contains additional background material on violence against women which may
be used for training purposes: fact sheets, case studies, bibliographic references,
international legal and political documents on the subject of violence against
women, and a PowerPoint presentation. The DVD Resource Package was made
in collaboration with Amnesty International Switzerland, and with the support of
the Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade. 19.03.2007

HEKS project

Internally displaced

persons and human

rights

http://www.dcaf.ch/women/dvd_women-in-an-insecure-world.cfm
http://www.dcaf.ch/women/dvd_women-in-an-insecure-world.cfm
http://www.dcaf.ch/women/dvd_women-in-an-insecure-world.cfm
mailto:roggo@heks.ch
http://www.heks.ch/pls/heks/projectdb.detail?connection_id=-1&iid=54570&iregion=3762&ikeyword=3815&ipage=1
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News from Swiss Government Agencies

UN Security Council

Resolution 1719

of October 2006

Further information:

PD IV Marc George

Peace-building program in the Great African Lakes Region
In the fall of 2005 the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs decided to strengthen
its commitment in the Great African Lakes Region. A conflict prevention program
prepared by Political Affairs Division IV (PD IV) is to be introduced. Furthermore a
coordination office is to be opened in Bujumbura, which should assist with peace-
building efforts in Burundi and to a lesser extent in Rwanda and in the east of
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). The various regional initiatives
which Switzerland has supported for several years for the development of dia-
logue and the protection of human rights in Burundi and the DRC will be continu-
ed.

PD IV’s reinforced commitment is above all intended to help promote stability
and the rule of law. Measures will then be adopted to support reconciliation,
help the transition process to advance, protect human rights, assist in controlling
small arms,  and promote the media and dialogue. In Burundi the commitment of
PD IV will also extend to peace-building in the sense of Resolution 1719 of the
UN Security Council, and in accordance with  the priorities of the Swiss govern-
ment. In implementing the program the greatest emphasis will be on Track 1.5
and 2 activities.

In Burundi full advantage should be taken of the dynamic development which
has resulted from the announced creation of a Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion and a special court. Switzerland provides methodological and technical ser-
vices to help in the preparation of reports on Burundi’s implementation of the
agreement on the promotion of human rights which it ratified. Projects for the
disarming of the civilian population and for the promotion of political dialogue
between the various groups that make up Burundi society are also being suppor-
ted.

In Rwanda the efforts of PD IV will be more technical in nature, with emphasis
on the promotion of human rights. Providing support for the promotion of human
rights will also be the main concern in the eastern Congo, together with efforts
to combat impunity. The regional dimensions of conflicts should also be taken
into consideration, as should problems they have in common such as impunity,
illegal mining of minerals and trafficking in small arms. 20.04.2007

http://www.un.org/Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=s/RES/1719%20(2006)
mailto:Marc.George@sdc.net
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Further information:

COPRET

Christine Freiburghaus

OECD/DAC manual

Supporting Security

and Justice

KOFF newsletter,

focus article

on SSR of 01.03.2006

„Security sector

reform: require-

ments, challenges,

role of external

actors

DCAF

Paris Declaration

Paris Declaration on

Aid Effectiveness

Swiss Implementation

Plan 2005

COPRET: international Workshop
on „Security System Reform“
The Conflict Prevention and Transformation Division (COPRET) of the Swiss Agency
for Development and Cooperation (SDC) conducted a two-day workshop on „En-
hancing Whole of Government Approaches to Swiss Support to Security System
Reform“ in Bern at the end of March.

Security System Reform (SSR) is an increasingly important component of post-
conflict management, a  field in which the United Kingdom in particular has
gained considerable experience in recent years. This experience was shared
with Swiss participants in the workshop. Central to this approach is a procedure
which requires discussion within the administration in the areas of develop-
ment, diplomacy and defense. The workshop was therefore aimed in particular
at Federal Administration staff — from the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs
including the SDC itself and the Political Affairs Divisions, and staff of the Federal
Department of Defence, Civil Protection and Sports. Also attending were repre-
sentatives of the OECD and the Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of
Armed Forces (DCAF).

The aim of the workshop was to extend the participants’ capacities to include
Security System Reform and to promote a „Whole of Government Approach“ in
future SSR activities. The discussions focused in particular on the following: use
of the SSR manual of the Development Assistance Committee (DAC), British SSR
experiences, extending capacity, Swiss SSR projects, and the financing of SSR
activities.

Switzerland’s comparative advantages in the area of SSR were made clear du-
ring the workshop. These include lack of a colonial past, neutrality, a tradition of
mediation to promote peace, and a federal SSR approach. It was agreed that the
„Whole of Government Approach“ needs development in greater depth. The
main conclusions of the workshop concerned the importance of precise context
analyses and the absolute necessity of local responsibility for SSR programs.

The newly published OECD/DAC manual on SSR, „Supporting Security and Ju-
stice“, which serves as a new international framework reference for SSR pro-
grams, was presented at the workshop. 30.03.2007

Consultations with civil society
in the context of the Paris Declaration
The working group of the OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC), which
is responsible for overseeing effectiveness, initiated dialogue in March with civil
society actors from North and South. The aim is to collect the experiences in the
field of non-State actors so that the Paris Declaration can be implemented in the
most practical way and the effectiveness of development cooperation impro-
ved.

mailto:christine.freiburghaus@deza.admin.ch
http://www.oecd.org/document/6/0,2340,en_2649_34567_37417926_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/6/0,2340,en_2649_34567_37417926_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/6/0,2340,en_2649_34567_37417926_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=837&keywords=ssr&booltype=AND&section=2&id=504
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=837&keywords=ssr&booltype=AND&section=2&id=504
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=837&keywords=ssr&booltype=AND&section=2&id=504
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.oecd.org/document/18/0,2340,en_2649_3236398_35401554_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://162.23.39.120/dezaweb/ressources/resource_en_25106.pdf
http://162.23.39.120/dezaweb/ressources/resource_en_25106.pdf
http://162.23.39.120/dezaweb/ressources/resource_en_25106.pdf
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A new Spanish language publication from the Conciliation Resources Compa-
rative Learning project, “Agendas sustantivas para un paz possible“, (Concre-
te agenda for a realistic peace) looks at experiences and case studies from
Northern Ireland, Mozambique, Papua New Guinea, Sri Lanka, Guatemala, El
Salvador and Colombia.

Accord 13, „Owning the Process – Public Participation in Peace Making“, a
study of places where governments and ordinary people have worked toge-
ther to resolve conflicts, is now available in Russian. Countries highlighted
include South Africa, Guatemala and Northern Ireland.

Five CR films produced in the Caucasus can now be viewed on Public.TV. Four
films look at the impact of conflict on life in Abkhazia and Nagorny Karabakh
and the possibilities for peace. In the final film Georgian and Abkhaz journalists
visit Northern Ireland.

EPLO
Information in the current issue of the EPLO newsletter:

On 28 and 29 March, two seminars on „Learning from the field“ were held in
Brussels within the Role of Civil Society in Conflict Prevention and Crisis Ma-
nagement (RoCS) project.

Preparations are well underway for the drafting of the EU-Africa Joint Strategy.

News from the

9 international KOFF

partner organizations.

The meetings represent a new departure in the framework of the Paris Agenda.
For the first time civil society will be able to contribute to implementation of the
Declaration at the international level. A series of national and regional consulta-
tions are scheduled to take place this year.

The Paris Declaration was adopted in 2005 by over 100 donor and partner coun-
tries. The aim is to make development cooperation more effective. The Declara-
tion leaves open the question of how civil society, non-governmental organizati-
ons (NGOs) for example, can contribute. The Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC) notes that NGOs have played a central role in development
cooperation, being firmly rooted in the population, able to mobilize significant
funds and to implement development projects, as well as to monitor govern-
ment activities from an independent point of view. Furthermore according to the
SDC there seems to be a growing conviction that the Paris Declaration has little
chance of success unless it can co-opt civil society actors. 30.03.2007

Berghof-Center

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation

Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

SPICE/GTZ

http://www.deza.ch/en/Dossiers/Dossier_International_efforts_to_enhance_the_effectiveness_of_development_cooperation
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/accord/comparative-learning/activities.php
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/accord/public-participation/russian/index.php
http://www.public.tv/owners_list.php?OID=194
http://www.eplo.org/index.php?id=223 
http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
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FriEnt
Who has been developing the peace and democratization processes in Nepal
in recent months? What challenges is Nepalese society now facing? What are
the international community’s priorities and where are there gaps? Uwe Kie-
velitz of GTZ looks at these questions in a brief new FriEnt report (in German).

In a German language „Impuls“ article FriEnt looks at the role of development
and conflict prevention in the current debate on climate change.

International Alert
Artists, other performers and spectators made the best of April’s  Liberia Peace
Festival, which was supported by Alert in partnership with local organizations.

The West African state of Sao Tome and Principe is to benefit from two new
community radio stations thanks to  funding which Alert has raised for conflict
prevention work.

 Alert has identified 61 countries around the world where climate change is also
likely to increase the risk of violent conflicts.

Specialized reintegration experts gathered last month for a training course
focused on the challenge of reintegrating ex-combatants.
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Events
11 May in Bern Peace Brigades International Switzerland volunteers report on
their efforts in Colombia.

12 May Bern Service Civil International Switzerland is conducting a human
rights workshop.

15 May in Basel terre des hommes Switzerland national coordinators report
on methods of psychosocial support for young people in Tanzania, Nicaragua
and El Salvador and their effectiveness.

21 June at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology of Zurich Ruedi Baum-
gartner will give a farewell lecture entitled „Abschied von Yak und Yeti – eine
Sherpa-Gemeinde auf dem Weg in eine globalisierte Welt“. This is to be follo-
wed by a talk by Günther Bächler, a peace-building consultant in Nepal for
the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, entitled „Vom Konfliktmanagement
zur Friedensentwicklung: Nachdenken über das Engagement der Schweiz“.
(Additional information and registration)

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace

building.

Other pointers to events

and training courses are

available through the

KOFF-Infomarket.

http://www.frient.de/downloads/Nepal_Stand%20Friedensprozess_Kievelitz.pdf
http://www.frient.de/downloads/FriEnt_Impulse%200407.pdf
http://www.international-alert.org/press/article.php?id=131
http://www.international-alert.org/press/article.php?id=131
http://www.international-alert.org/press/article.php?id=130
http://www.international-alert.org/press/article.php?id=130
http://www.international-alert.org/press/article.php?id=128 ||
http://www.international-alert.org/press/article.php?id=132
http://www.international-alert.org/press/article.php?id=132
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/agenda.htm
http://www.scich.org/article.php3?id_article=544
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/index.php?id=266
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/57/Flyer.Nepal.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/57/Anmeldung_Nepal.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/infomarket/events/index.html
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Moving out of poverty -

making migration work

better for poor people

DFID publication: „Moving out of poverty –
making  migration work better for poor people“
That migration is a worldwide problem, particularly when conflict-related, is made
abundantly clear by the rising tide of migrants around the world and the pheno-
menon of internally displaced persons. „Moving out of poverty - making migra-
tion work better for poor people“, a publication of the British Department for
International Development (DFID), shows how to support aspects of migration
that are conducive to development while combating and reducing the negative
impacts.

Examples of aspects of migration that help development include the involve-
ment of diasporas in development partnerships, and transfers of know-how and
financial resources via emigrants. Negative aspects include trafficking in human
beings, which turns migration into a lucrative business for criminal organizations.
The DFID’s recommendations for combating this phenomenon include tackling
the root causes of trafficking in humans such as poverty and discrimination,
strengthening migrant rights in the host countries, and developing legal paths for
migration.

The Conflict Prevention and Transformation Division (COPRET) of the Swiss Agency
for Development and Cooperation (SDC) endorses the  pragmatic approach de-
scribed in the DFID publication and strongly recommends reading this valuable
document.

25-26 June in Bern KOFF is organizing a „Do no Harm“ training workshop, to
be conducted by Wolfgang Heinrich (Church Development Service, Bonn) and
Steffen Rottler (KOFF). Additional KOFF training sessions are scheduled for 3-
4 September („Peacebuilding and Human Rights“), 19-20 October („Storytel-
ling as a tool in conflict transformation“) and 26-27 November („Putting the
‘R’ back into DDR: Reflections on the Rehabilitation of Ex-Combatants“).

http://www.dfid.gov.uk/pubs/files/migration-policy.pdf
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/pubs/files/migration-policy.pdf
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/pubs/files/migration-policy.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/KOFF_Events/2007/KOFFTrainings2007.pdf
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Web tip

Globalia

Documentation centers

PublisherPublisherPublisherPublisherPublisher: Center for Peacebuilding (KOFF) / swisspeace

AddressAddressAddressAddressAddress: Sonnenbergstrasse 17, CH - 3000 Bern 7

Tel: +41 (0)31 330 12 12; Fax: +41 (0)31 330 12 13

EditingEditingEditingEditingEdit ing: Lorenz Jakob

TTTTTranslatingranslatingranslatingranslatingranslating: Eric Edgell-Grimley

Publication datesPublication datesPublication datesPublication datesPublication dates: The KOFF Newsletter appears in German, English and French on the first day of every month (except

August 1 and January 1). The newsletter is distributed electronically.

The KOFF is sponsored jointly by the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and the following Swiss NGOs:
• Alliance Sud •  APRED • BAHA’I • Brücke Le pont • Caritas Switzerland • CASIN • cfd • CIMERA • Common Cause Switzerland
• DCAF • Fondation Hirondelle • Forum for Peace Education • Geneva Call • Group for Switzerland without an Army • HEKS
• Helvetas • Info-Link.org • Intercooperation • International Association for Human Values • Interpeace • Interteam • LIPS
• Media Aid • Medico International Switzerland • Mission 21 • MIVA Switzerland • Palmyrah • Peace Brigades International
• Peace Watch Switzerland • PeaceWomen Across the Globe • Pestalozzi Children’s Village Foundation • Quaker United
Nations Office • SAD • Service Civil International Switzerland • Society for Threatened Peoples • Swissaid • Swiss Catolic
Lenten Fund • Swiss Labour Assistance • Swiss League of Catholic Women • Swiss Peace Council • Swiss Red Cross • Swiss
Refugee Council • Terre des Hommes Switzerland • Women for Peace Switzerland • World  Vision Switzerland 

Globalia: selected Internet addresses
on development policy topics
Globalia is the latest product of the Alliance Sud documentation centers. It of-
fers links to the 50 most important areas of development policy including peace,
Swiss development cooperation, ethical business, indigenous populations, hu-
man rights and arms. Each of the listed websites has been assessed by staff of
the documentation centers in accordance with a number of criteria with regard
to relevance, and is rated by asterisks. There is also a description of the con-
tents in French and German. The tools include „Newest Links“ and „Favorite
Links“. A special button (RSS) allows users to automatically download items
newly published in Globalia  to their own computers. Subscriptions can be made
for the full RSS service, or just for specific topics. Free access, a comprehensive
text search facility, full visibility of the data  set as well as regular updates and
link controls complete the Globalia offer.

Alliance Sud documentation centers in Bern and Lausanne, which are  open to
the public, offer a great deal of information on developing countries and Eas-
tern Europe as well as Switzerland’s relations with these countries, and over
500 development-related topics. Many of these services are also available
online.

 

www.alliancesud.ch/globalia
www.alliancesud.ch/dokumentation
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:jakob@swisspeace.ch
mailto:newtrim@fastwebnet.it
http://www.alliancesud.ch
http://www.demilitarisation.org/
http://www.bahai.ch/
http://www.bruecke-lepont.ch/
http://www.caritas.ch/
http://www.casin.ch/
http://www.cfd-ch.org/d/index.php
http://www.cimera.ch/
http://www.ggs-ccs.ch/
http://www.dcaf.ch/
http://www.hirondelle.org/
http://www.friedenserziehung.ch/
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.gsoa.ch/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.heks.ch/
http://www.helvetas.ch/
http://www.info-link.org
http://www.intercooperation.ch/
http://www.iahv.org/
http://www.interpeace.org/
http://www.interteam.ch/start.htm
http://www.lips-org.ch/
http://www.medienhilfe.ch
http://www.medicointernational.ch/
http://www.mission-21.org
http://www.miva.ch/
http://www.refbejuso.ch/content/showInfo.asp?InfoId=791
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
http://www.peacewatch.ch
http://www.1000peacewomen.org/typo/index.php?id=11&L=1
http://www.pestalozzi.ch/sw67.asp
http://www.quno.org/
http://www.quno.org/
http://www.sad.ch/
http://www.scich.org/
http://www.gfbv.ch/index1.html
http://www.swissaid.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.sah.ch/de/
http://www.frauenbund.ch/
http://www.friedensrat.ch/
http://www.redcross.ch
http://www.sfh.ch
http://www.sfh.ch
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch/
http://www.worldvision.ch/



