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Further information:

KOFF Anita Müller

Humanitarian actors discuss refugee crisis in Iraq
A KOFF Roundtable on Iraq held at the beginning of May provided some 20
representatives of various federal offices and Swiss non-governmental organi-
zations (NGOs) with an opportunity to assess the current situation. Discussions
focused on the humanitarian situation and in particular the refugee problem. As
a result of the catastrophic security situation about four million people are now
either internally displaced persons in Iraq (IDPs) or refugees in neighboring coun-
tries. Added to this is the increasing impoverishment of whole sections of the
population. Support is being provided by the Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC) and a small number of Swiss NGOs, mainly in northern Iraq
and across the border. The challenges mentioned by participants include the
safety of Iraqi staff in-country, and the generally poor reputation of the internati-
onal humanitarian community among the Iraqi people. This is because it is incre-
asing difficulty for them to tell the difference between political, military and
humanitarian activities. Humanitarian projects can however make a real contri-
bution, as was made clear by the representative of a German NGO that has
been active in Iraq since 1991. The success factors he mentioned include support
for local self-help initiatives, as well as cooperation with the new Iraqi genera-
tion and with women.

The change in procedures for north Iraqi refugees whose requests for asylum
have been rejected, announced at the beginning of May by the Federal Office for
Migration (FOM) were subject to intense debate. The change in policy means
that it is now considered acceptable for refugees to return to the northern area.
While most participants agreed with the assessment that the security situation is
better in the north than in the rest of Iraq, they nonetheless feel that the situation
in the north remains tense and subject to change at any moment. There are
already a great many IDPs in the north, and the return of more refugees would
be an additional burden on the local community. It was suggested that Switzer-
land could do more to improve the outlook of the people of Iraq in general.
Furthermore those who are willing to return must be given the guarantee that in
an emergency they would be allowed to return to Switzerland. The participants
welcomed the idea of additional KOFF Roundtables on Iraq. 08.05.2007

FOM: press release on

procedural changes

Swiss Refugee Council,

Irak-Update of May

2007 with information

on the political, security

and human rights

situation (risk profile)

as well as the judical

and socioeconomic

situation.

UNHCR: latest

position paper

on Iraq

SDC: Iraq  website

mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.bfm.admin.ch/bfm/de/home/dokumentation/medienmitteilungen/2007/2007-05-03.html
http://www.osar.ch/country-of-origin/iraq
http://www.unhcr.org/iraq.html
http://www.deza.ch/de/Dossiers/Dossier_Irak
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SWISSINT

Training Center

Partnership for Peace

Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann
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KOFF Steffen Rottler
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KOFF module for Swiss Army basic training course
This year as in the past KOFF participated in the Swiss Army basic training course
which prepares military personnel  for peacekeeping missions. In May KOFF pro-
vided a module on the role of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in peace-
building. The subjects covered include civil peacekeeping, the dynamics of peace
processes, role playing and the tension that can arise between NGOs and milita-
ry actors in the context of peace missions.

The course is offered twice annually at the Swiss Army’s SWISSINT training Cen-
ter in Stans in the framework of the NATO Partnership for Peace. Military from
other Partnership for Peace member states participate in these courses alongside
Swiss Army personnel. 22.05.2007

KOFF attends European networking conference
on UN Security Council Resolution 1325
A four-day meeting on the implementation of UN Security Council Resolution
1325 at the international level was held in Berlin at the beginning of May. The
meeting was organized by the Feminist Institute of the Heinrich Böll Foundation
in collaboration with the German Women’s Security Council and attended by
over 100 representatives from non-governmental organizations, the EU parlia-
ment and various governmental authorities. Its main purpose was to discuss
concrete action with regard to the next steps for implementation of the Resolu-
tion in all EU member states.

The meeting focused on two main themes. The first of these concerned the
impact of the EU’s peace and security policy, as evidenced by selected case
studies from Kosovo, Bosnia, Herzegovina, the Middle East, the Congo and Af-
ghanistan. Particular attention was also paid to the current situation in Darfur.
The second main theme was the present state of implementation of Resolution
1325 in the context of Europe’s peace and security policy. Here the attention was
focused on the existing National Action Plans of England, Sweden, Norway and
Switzerland. Also discussed was networking, EU lobby work and a road map for
the implementation of Resolution 1325 throughout Europe. KOFF played an acti-
ve part in the meeting, and among other things presented Switzerland’s Natio-
nal Action Plan. 08.05.2007

The swisspeace Annual Report 2006
The swisspeace Annual Report for the year 2006 is now available. The Report’s
30 pages summarize the Swiss Peace Foundation’s activities over the past year.
It was a year distinguished by the successful development of small program
areas, a formal evaluation of the FAST International early warning program, and
more concentrated efforts to set content priorities in the areas of research and
peace-building. 20.05.2007

swisspeace

annual report 2006

http://www.vtg.admin.ch/internet/groupgst/de/home/peace/peace/ausbildung/ausbildungszentrum.html
http://www.vtg.admin.ch/internet/groupgst/de/home/peace/peace/ausbildung/ausbildungszentrum.html
http://www.vtg.admin.ch/internet/groupgst/de/home/peace/peace/ausbildung/ausbildungszentrum.html
http://www.pfp.admin.ch/
mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.ch
mailto:rottler@swisspeace.ch
http://www.glow-boell.de
http://www.glow-boell.de
http://www.frauensicherheitsrat.de
http://www.frauensicherheitsrat.de
http://www.1000peacewomen.org
http://www.1000peacewomen.org
http://www.1000peacewomen.org
http://www.eplo.org
http://www.eplo.org
http://www.unifem.org
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/58/1325/norwegian-actionplan_resolution1325_1_.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/58/1325/lowlevelaction1325pdf.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/58/1325/Sweden_1_.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/58/1325/DANISHNAP1325_danishonly_.pdf
http://www.wilpf.org/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/annual_reports/de_swisspeace_Jabe_07.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/annual_reports/de_swisspeace_Jabe_07.pdf
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Manual

Proactive Presence –

Field strategies for

civilian protection

Peace Brigades

International

Switzerland

Peace Watch

Switzerland

Focus
Proactive Presence –
Field strategies for civilian protection
Deploying unarmed international staff in an effort to protect civilians
trapped in a war zone from abuse of their human rights in an effort to
prevent a serious humanitarian crisis is an option worth considering.
Several such deployments have occurred in the past two decades under
a variety of institutional mandates, with mixed results. The Centre for
Humanitarian Dialogue has recorded and analyzed the way monitors of
human rights and ceasefires, and those providing humanitarian protec-
tion, are often able to intuitively understand what needs be done, and
the techniques that work. This focus article summarizes some of the
key findings of its in-depth study.

According to the Geneva-based HD Centre not enough has been done to deve-
lop techniques that would make civilian protection more effective. Its effort to
record and analyze what works for activists in the field is an attempt to fill this
gap. „Proactive Presence“ focuses on actions and strategies that deter abusers
from attacking civilians, making them alter their behavior, and enabling civilians
to protect themselves better. It aims at fostering institutional reform and someti-
mes even at influencing the dynamics of conflict or other structures that promote
abuse of civilians, thus protecting or preventing against future victimisation. Hence,
proactive presence works at all levels:

Proactive Presence targets the entire chain of command, interacting with all
ranks of the military and civilian hierarchy. Its investigation shows who is re-
sponsible in the field, and demonstrates how this kind of proactive presence can
strengthen the international commitment in a crisis zone.

Focus on perpetrators
Information gathering in protection work has tended to focus mostly on victims,
their vulnerability and the abuses carried out against them. But a good protec-
tion analysis needs to focus on the perpetrators — the institutions and people
committing abuses — their chains of command, motives, objectives and the
interests driving their decisions, be they political, economic, criminal, personal,
familial or ethnic. Once the analysis is complete, the next stage is deciding on
strategy, which requires a conscious commitment of institutional resources.

Five key strategies
The Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue proposes five key strategies as building
blocks for protection missions:

Sustained multi-level diplomacy: Diplomatic intervention in daily situations and
constant discourse with key political actors nationally and locally can reduce
abuses and conflicts. When mission personnel are communicating, everyone
pays attention and calculates the consequences, and hence might change its
behaviour.

Conscious visibility: Mission presence reminds abusers that international con-
cern has to be considered in their political calculations, and at the same time

http://www.hdcentre.org/Proactive%20Presence
http://www.hdcentre.org/Proactive%20Presence
http://www.hdcentre.org/Proactive%20Presence
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
http://www.peacewatch.ch/public/frameset.aspx?cat=1&lang=DE||
http://www.peacewatch.ch/public/frameset.aspx?cat=1&lang=DE||


KOFF-Newsletter Nr. 58  5

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

builds civilian confidence. There are three techniques to enhance visibility:
deploying sub offices throughout the territory, making rural visits and accom-
paniment of high risk individuals. It is important that a mission does not limit
its visibility to safe areas, but is present in or near to the zones of conflict.

Active encouragement and empowerment: Protective presence can help peo-
ple overcome their inhibitions and fears about civic activism, while actively
supporting/protecting communities and organizations whose non-violent mo-
bilization will further aid protection objectives. By making high-profile contact
with marginalized or stigmatized communities, an international mission can
help to break down crippling stereotypes and restore the public legitimacy of
oppressed groups.

Convening and bridging: An international field presence is a potential bridge
across divides created by conflict and has the potential to bring together civil
society, religious, government and international actors who share an obligati-
on or concern over civilian protection.

Public advocacy: Public reporting and advocacy are among the traditional
tools of protection, and include human rights reporting, working with the media
and organizing public events. It can increase the level of international political
attention and pressure being applied by others, generating additional future
political costs for abuse. Advocacy is particularly crucial when international
political commitments are weak.

The strategies should be decided after considering the overall risks and potential
benefits for individuals and groups.

Facing the challenge
The principle of „do no harm“ and codes of conduct must be integrated into
daily operations. Field missions in conflict zones are potentially dangerous, so a
high level of preparation is needed, including the study of guidelines and a secu-
rity analysis based on the political stakes and local circumstances. From the
institutional point of view protective missions, to be effective, require a commit-
ted approach by the staff; the right entry agreement, with the possibility of sub-
sequent adaptation; the critical size of a mission; the right mix of staff skills,
with appropriate training; care for staff morale and mental health; and future-
oriented knowledge management based on lessons learned.

The HD Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue Centre does not claim that unarmed
presence is a panacea. Unarmed presence will not work in every situation but,
in certain situations, people could use it more strategically and tactically to redu-
ce anti-civilian violence.

„See and be seen“ – the motto of PBI and Peace Watch

Peace Brigades International (PBI) Switzerland, and Peace Watch Switzerland
are both involved in international observer missions. PBI feels strongly that the
strategies recommended by the HD Centre of Geneva need to be combined.
This requires a lengthy preliminary phase of socialization and acceptance. It
takes much hard work before an international presence can truly be effective
as a deterrent. Moreover the distinction between political, military and huma-
nitarian actors is today increasingly blurred from the point of view of local
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Further information:

Centre for

Humanitarian Dialogue

Liam Mahony

Peace Watch Switzer-

land Kathrin Salmon

PBI Switzerland

Sabine Ziegler

News from Swiss NGOs

Further information:

Geneva Call

Katherine Kramer

Further information

von Geneva Call

Geneva Call

Geneva Call:

Deed of Commitment

A progressive approach to a mine-free Burma/Myanmar
„Non-State Actors (NSA) are part of the problem, therefore, they are part of the
solution,“ is the motto of Geneva Call. What can be done with NSAs that are not
ready to abandon the use of anti-personnel (AP) mines? The Geneva Call ap-
proach is to adopt a flexible strategy, with continuous dialogue, negotiations, and
a step-by-step approach towards  banning AP mines.

Inspired by the success of the step-by-step approach in Colombia Geneva Call
decided on a similar course of action in Burma/Myanmar. Without losing sight of
the ultimate goal of adherence to Geneva Call’s Deed of Commitment banning
AP mines, Geneva Call has begun individual discussions with each Burmese
NSA on the first steps towards a mine-free country. The steps proposed include
stricter control on mine use, mapping, marking or informing villagers where mi-
nes have been laid, and facilitating mine risk education, victim assistance and
dangerous area surveys.

Several NSAs have already reconsidered their landmine policy. Two umbrella
organizations with armed NSAs as members have taken up the issue at their
meetings. Three NSAs signed the Deed of Commitment of Geneva Call in last
April. 23.05.2007
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KOFF working group

Gender&Peace-building

Further information:

Caritas Barbara Lutz

KOFF Cordula Reimann

Caritas takes full advantage of lessons learned at the
KOFF working group on gender and peace-building
In early May, Caritas Switzerland organized an internal workshop to present and
discuss the lessons learned through the KOFF working group on gender and
peace-building. Two Caritas staff members have actively participated in the
working group for the past two years. The workshop at Caritas Switzerland was
organized to enable a larger circle of Caritas staffers to benefit from the essential
findings and the lessons learned. KOFF gave a short presentation on UN Resolu-
tion 1325 and Switzerland’s National Action Plan. 08.05.2007

populations, which according to PBI is making the work of observers much
more difficult.

As far as Peace Watch Switzerland is concerned the main task of an observer
mission is to establish a presence. The mere presence of foreign observers
means that  infringements will not go unnoticed. Their presence makes it pos-
sible for local residents to continue their daily routine, get to work and return
home to sleep in peace. Such missions require solid preparation as well as
stamina and strength of mind. Peace Watch observers do not get involved in
conflicts, either as mediators or in any other way. Also required is an attitude
of absolute respect for the local population and its right to self-determination
in dealing with any situation.

http://www.federalism.ch
mailto:info@hdcentre.org
http://www.federalism.ch
mailto:info@peacewatch.ch
http://www.federalism.ch
mailto:sabine.ziegler@peacebrigades.ch
http://www.genevacall.org
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=785&id=504
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=785&id=504
mailto:blutz@caritas.ch
mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/58/GenevaCall.pdf
http://www.genevacall.org/about/testi-mission/gc-04oct01-deed.htm
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/58/GenevaCall.pdf
mailto:kkramer@genevacall.org
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Further information:

cfd Ursula Keller

Media Aid

Nena Skopljanac

Batshalom  

KOFF websites on

Israel/Palestine

cfd and Media Aid
oppose partition of Jerusalem
Israeli peace groups and Palestinian organizations are continuing to oppose Israel’s
construction of a wall that will make separation of the two peoples a physical
reality. At a workshop in Jerusalem representatives of the Israeli women’s orga-
nization Bat Shalom and the Palestinian Jerusalem Center for Women (JCW) fine-
tuned the relevant campaigns, to be conducted jointly. These are aimed at provi-
ding the public with better information on this unlawful partition of Jerusalem.
The  workshop  was conducted by Media Aid on the basis of a mandate from
Christian Peace Service (cfd). The latter will continue to support both of these
women’s organizations and their efforts to collaborate in joint projects under the
„Jerusalem Link“ banner.

In a second Media Aid workshop the directors of eight West Bank TV stations
assessed their role in the „Women Oral History“ project. Co-financed by cfd this
project is run by the „Women – Media – Development“ (TAM) organization. To
date it has produced nine documentary films portraying the life of women in
Palestine in ways that contrast significantly with traditional media representati-
ons of women. The workshop discussions focused on the institutional develop-
ment of the TV stations participating, and what they expect to gain from working
together. The cfd will continue to support TAM and its project. Media Aid is
considering direct cooperation with TAM and the local TV stations. 09.05.2007

NGO coalition lobbies for
Swiss ratification of ILO Convention 169
swisspro-lLO169 is a coalition of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) which
includes more than 30 human rights and environmental organizations, aid orga-
nizations, churches and trade unions. All of these share a belief in the impor-
tance of Switzerland’s ratification of the ILO Convention 169. This Convention is
the only binding instrument for the protection of indigenous and tribal peoples.
On 4 May two members of the coalition outlined the reasons why Switzerland
should ratify the Convention, at a meeting of the Foreign Policy Committee of the
National Council. In the light of this meeting swisspro-ILO169 has prepared com-
prehensive arguments for the earliest possible parliamentary report on the issue
of ratification.

The Swiss government fears that the „traveling people“ will begin to make
claims, declaring themselves to be tribal people so as to qualify for assistance
under the terms of the Convention. The parliamentary report mentions the need
for adapting the laws and for a major outlay of funds as arguments against
ratification. The fact is that Switzerland is already bound by other treaties to
provide such services. swisspro-ILO169 points out that ratification of ILO Con-
vention 169 would give Switzerland an important foreign policy instrument for

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

swisspro-ILO169

Further information:

Tildy Hanhart member of

the swisspro-ILO169

working group.
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mailto:ursula.keller@cfd-ch.org
mailto:nsk@medienhilfe.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/israelpalestine/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/israelpalestine/index.html
http://www.swissproilo169.ch
mailto:hanhart@heks.ch
http://www.batshalom.org/
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Women for Peace

Switzerland

Further information:

Women for Peace

Switzerland

Lini Culetto

Women for Peace Switzerland
assists Russian Soldiers’ Mothers
The President of the Regional Committee of the Russian Soldiers’ Mothers orga-
nization of Petrozavodsk in Russian Karelia paid a visit to Switzerland at the
invitation of Women for Peace Switzerland. She explained the organization’s
activities in a series of addresses in Zurich, Winterthur, Bern, Geneva and Basel.
Soldiers’ Mothers views its mission as the provision of advice and information to
young men on their rights and duties, before they are called up for military ser-
vice, as well as helping them with problems during their period of service. Over
300 requests for legal advice were handled by staff at the office in Petrozavodsk
in the second half of 2006. Soldiers wishing to take their complaints to court
were provided with legal representation on request. About 25 per cent of those
subject to the draft turned to the Soldiers’ Mothers  organization with inquiries
during this period.

Soldiers’ Mothers also has a seat on the draft board. Thanks to this representa-
tion 25 of the objections from recruits were upheld in the second half of 2006,
while eight other cases were referred for further consideration on medical grounds.
Finally, Soldiers’ Mothers in collaboration with representatives of the regional
government and the local Office of the Military Prosecutor visit the soldiers’
barracks in the St. Petersburg military district and review the situation with re-
gard to respect for human rights.

Women for Peace Switzerland has provided financial support to the Regional
Committee in Karelia since 2003. Visits made to Petrozavodsk in 2002 and again
in 2005 have enabled Women for Peace to assess the quality of Soldiers’ Mo-
thers activities at first hand. Since then there have been a number of face-to-
face meetings. 19.05.2007

the protection of indigenous and tribal peoples. Ratification would not only send
an important international signal, it would also gain Switzerland additional room
for manoeuvre in the area of  foreign policy and add to its credibility.  18.05.2007
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Additional information

on the terre des hommes

Switzerland meeting

terre des hommes Switzerland: psychosocial support for
the youth of Tanzania, Nicaragua and El Salvador
When children and young people who have been traumatized learn to deal with
their experiences and to discover their own abilities, it becomes possible for
them to rebuild their lives. terre des hommes Switzerland demonstrated the
approach based on psychosocial support at a special meeting in mid-May.

Expert Irene Bush painted the picture of a child who has lost its parents and
fallen into a hole. The child is supplied with food and clothing. Psychosocial
support however provides the child with a ladder that enables it to climb out of
the hole.

http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch
http://www.frauenfuerdenfrieden.ch
mailto:culettolk@intergga.ch
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/index.php?id=266
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/index.php?id=266
http://www.terredeshommes.ch/index.php?id=266
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of experiences with Colombian volunteers
In mid-May two volunteers from Peace Brigades International (PBI) Switzerland
reported in Bern on their activities in Colombia. Gabriele Stämpfli spoke of her
work in the two peace communities CAVIDA and San José de Apartadó, in Urabá.
PBI has been concerned about the inhabitants since they were violently expelled
in 1997, gradually returning to their homelands as of the year 2000. Altogether
about 2000 people live in the humanitarian zones. The Inter-American Human
Rights Commission has imposed certain protective measures on the Colombian
State for the safety of the population, but Colombia has only partially complied.
In the meantime the communities, which refuse to allow any weapons in the
zones, have to defend themselves against slander and prejudice. In addition to
the renewed danger of (para)military incursions the communities constantly face
the threat of arbitrary indictments and arrests, often based on false testimony.
Lacking financial and other resources it is difficult for them to defend themselves
against such trumped up charges and false arrests.

In another contribution, Anita Linares focused on the human rights violations
with which the organizations aided by PBI have to deal. Destruction of the envi-
ronment, disappeared family members, destruction of their means of support,
expulsion, murder, persecution, arbitrary arrest and exploitation are just some of
the examples of the constant violations of fundamental rights. The current nego-
tiations between government offices and the paramilitaries add to the challen-
ges which local non-governmental organizations including PBI must face. The
paramilitaries are being politicized and „legalized“ through this process, so that

Peace Brigades

International

Switzerland

Children and young people traumatized by HIV/Aids and the loss of their parents
have learned to talk about their experiences. Marcelina Biro, National Coordina-
tor of terre des hommes Switzerland in Tanzania, underlined the importance of
group sessions that help victims to discover that others have had similar experi-
ences. They see that they do not have to resign themselves to being victims of
fate, that they have abilities they can develop. They are helped to build self-
confidence step by step. The group sessions in Tanzania are conducted by young
people who are slightly older, and who have already come to terms with similar
traumatic experiences.

Together the children and young people also learn that they have rights, which
they need to defend. Anna Rose Stobbe, Coordinator in Nicaragua and El Salva-
dor summed it up as follows: „Psychosocial support is important in all areas. It is
not about treating people as victims, but about helping them to realize their
potential.“

The psychosocial approach, which enables people to achieve lasting strength,
can be an effective instrument after donors have left the field. That is why the
psychosocial dimension is so important for development cooperation, the mee-
ting concluded. 15.05.2007

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

terre des hommes

Switzerland

Katja Schurter

http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
http://www.peacebrigades.ch/
mailto:K.Schurter@terredeshommes.ch
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KOFF websites

on Indonesia

Further information:

PD IV Tamara Murer

News from Swiss Government Agencies

officially the violations and the armed conflict cease to exist. New strategies and
instruments therefore need to be found to continue the work. As far as PBI is
concerned this means developing political support both inside and outside Co-
lombia. 11.05.2007

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information:

PBI Switzerland

Anita Linares 

Swiss contribution to
strengthening the peace process in Aceh
The Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) is currently supporting a whole
series of organizations and projects in the Indonesian province of Aceh designed
to strengthen the peace process. The DFA’s Political Affairs Division IV (PD IV) is in
charge of the program, in cooperation with the Swiss Embassy in Jakarta.

There have been several incidents in Aceh in recent months including a number
of grenade explosions. This is a clear indication that despite its overall success
the peace process is still vulnerable, and that civil society is not yet sufficiently
involved in the process.

The Aceh Program 2007 has four main elements. The first concerns efforts to
develop a formal mechanism for conciliation and conflict prevention. For this
purpose support is to be given to the Geneva organization Interpeace, which is
active in Aceh in partnership with the Indonesian Peace Institute. The goal of
Interpeace is implementation of the Helsinki „Memorandum of Understanding“
of 2005 between the Free Aceh Movement (GAM) and the government of Indo-
nesia.

The second main element is the development of a mechanism for transitional
justice and „dealing with the past“. Civil society actors are being provided with
both financial support and technical expertise in an effort to create a Truth and
Reconciliation Commission for Aceh.

The other two main elements planned in the context of the Aceh Program are
support for transformation of the Free Aceh Movement into a political organizati-
on, and the development of greater political participation at the level of civil
society.

PD IV makes use of KOFF expertise for its activities in Indonesia, in the frame-
work  of a „backstopping“ mandate.

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/indonesia/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/indonesia/index.html
mailto:tamara.murer@eda.admin.ch
mailto:anita.linares@gmail.com
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 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks Regional Declaration of Guatemala
on Armed Violence and Development
The governments of Guatemala and Switzerland hosted a two-day conference in
Guatemala City at the end of April, under the auspices of the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP). The meeting was about adapting the princip-
les of the Geneva Declaration of June 2006 to the conditions of the Latin Ameri-
can and the Caribbean nations. The participants included representatives of 12
Latin American governments and various non-governmental organizations con-
cerned with development and a reduction in armed violence.

The Regional Declaration of Guatemala on Armed Violence and Development
which the 12 Latin American countries signed at the end of the conference, all
participants agreed, is the first  document to lay down concrete framework con-
ditions for addressing these issues in Latin America. In the Declaration the 12
countries acknowledge that adequate national and international development
policies, as well as efforts to reduce unemployment and to improve educational
systems, are important tools for the reduction of armed violence. It was also
agreed that special efforts and programs aimed at bringing armed violence un-
der control need to be incorporated in development strategies. The 12 signatories
committed themselves to working together to develop concrete measures to
combat the use of armed violence in political conflicts and organized criminal
activities.

Further regional conferences on armed violence and development are planned.
There will be one in September for Africa, and one for Asia in March 2008 (in
Bangkok). A regional meeting is also due to take place in Southeast Europe.

21.05.2007

The Swiss government and the UNDP hosted a ministerial level conference
on armed violence and development in June 2006 in Geneva. The 42 states
attending endorsed the Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and Develop-
ment. They committed themselves to adopting measures to combat armed
violence, which has a negative impact on economic and human development
all over the world. Since then a further eight nations have signed the Declara-
tion, and a number of others have stated their intention of doing so.

New OECD/DAC principles for
action in fragile states and situations
There is a growing conviction in the field of international cooperation that normal
development programs and strategies, however effective they may have proven
elsewhere, are not suitable for fragile states. With this in mind the Development
Assistance Committee (DAC) of the OECD formally adopted at the beginning of
April in Paris „10 Principles for Good International Engagement in Fragile States
and Situations“, the result of a three-year development process. This presents
donor nations with a new challenge: adapting their programs to the needs of
fragile states and putting them in the hands of suitably trained people.

Regional Declaration

of Guatemala on

Armed Violence and

Development

Further information:

DFA Roland Dreyer

http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/61/45/38368714.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/61/45/38368714.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/61/45/38368714.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/58/GuatemalaRegionalDeclaration240407.pdf
mailto:ronald.dreyer@eda.admin.ch
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Jean-François Cuénod

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks

SDC 

DFA, Human Security

DAC/OECD Network

on Conflict, Peace

and Development

Cooperation

Documents on the

meeting

DAC/OECD Handbook

on Security System

Reform: Supporting

Security and

Justice

Various strategies will be adopted to „mainstream“ the new principles. A pre-
sentation at the headquarters of the development agencies in all OECD countries
will be followed by presentations in the field. The principles also need to be
considered in the context of the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness, so that
the two approaches can be coordinated. How the principles are being applied in
the field by the OECD countries will be monitored in the framework of the DAC
„Peer Review“. Finally efforts will be made to encourage an international ex-
change of experiences on the „Whole of Government“ approach, which is par-
ticularly important in fragile contexts.

The Conflict Prevention and Transformation Division (COPRET) of the Swiss Agency
for Development and Cooperation (SDC) is actively involved in the DAC’s inter-
national debate on these issues. As well as participating at the international
level Switzerland has taken its own initiative, creating a working group in the
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs. Its final report is due to be published short-
ly. The next step will be to put the conclusions to the test in two pilot countries,
Nepal and Kosovo, before applying the lessons learned throughout the Federal
Administration.

Meeting of the OECD
Development Assistance Committee
The 11th meeting of the Network on Conflict, Peace and Development Co-opera-
tion of the OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) was held in Paris at
the beginning of May. Switzerland was represented by the Conflict Prevention
and Transformation (COPRET) section of the Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC) as well as by Political Affairs Division IV (PD IV) of the Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA). Cristina Hoyos who heads COPRET was
elected as co-chair together with the European Union representative.

The main subject of discussion at the meeting was the new DAC guidelines for
Security System Reform (SSR). In this context the hope was expressed that the
greatest possible number of States will follow the approach adopted by Switzer-
land. This means addressing the question in the context of development, diplo-
macy and defense within the federal administration. COPRET has been exchanging
relevant experiences with other donor organizations.

The consensus at the meeting was that the DAC guidelines should be viewed as
an important contribution to the on-going debate on SSR in the UN Security
Council, and should furthermore be included in the corresponding report of the
UN Secretary-General. Other matters discussed include armed violence and the
development outlook, responsibility and transparency with regard to public as-
sistance for the reduction of conflicts, building peace and security, the develop-
ment of early warning and similar systems and the defense of human rights,
peace and security.

http://www.oecd.org/department/0,2688,en_2649_33693550_1_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/department/0,2688,en_2649_33693550_1_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/18/0,2340,en_2649_3236398_35401554_1_1_1_1,00.html||
http://www.oecd.org/document/18/0,2340,en_2649_3236398_35401554_1_1_1_1,00.html||
mailto:jean-françois.cuénod@deza.admin.ch
http://www.deza.admin.ch/ 
 http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/fr/home/topics/peasec/sec/humsec.html 
http://www.oecd.org/dac/conflict 
http://www.oecd.org/dac/conflict 
http://www.oecd.org/dac/conflict 
http://www.oecd.org/document/42/0,2340,fr_2649_34567_38405674_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/42/0,2340,fr_2649_34567_38405674_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/document/42/0,2340,fr_2649_34567_38405674_1_1_1_1,00.html
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/43/25/38406485.pdf 
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Further information:

SDC

Anne-Marie Holenstein

„Stand Fallbeispiele“

„Übersicht Reflexions-
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BfA“

Mountain Research

and Development

No 2/2006. Special

issue Religion and

Sacredness in Moun-

tains. Religion and

Spirituality: Pathway

to Sustainable

Development?.

Markus Weingardt.

„Der vergessene Faktor:

Das Friedenspotential

von Religionen“.  In:

annual report 2006 of

the Protestant Institute

for Interdisciplinary

Resarch Heidelberg,

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COPRET presented a study on Nepal entitled „Staying engaged“. The other mem-
ber states seemed to agree that the study is a good example of an approach at
the global administrative level. COPRET is currently participating in the prepara-
tion of a DAC guideline on the evaluation of conflict reduction activities and
peace-building. 14.05.2007

Further information:

COPRET Cristina Hoyos

PD IV Carol Mottet

Intermediate results of SDC projects „significance and role
of religion and spirituality in development cooperation“
The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) has been engaged
since the year 2002 in a process of reflection on the role and significance of
religion and spirituality in development cooperation and humanitarian aid, toge-
ther with other relief organizations, both secular and ecclesiastical. The SDC has
now provided information on the current status of the project and plans for the
coming months.

There are at present 12 case studies in preparation (see case studies list under
Links). Participants include the following non-governmental organizations: Beth-
lehem Mission Immensee, Bread for all, CARITAS, Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund,
Humanitarian Service of the Swiss Protestant Churches (HEKS), swisspeace, „Tra-
ditions pour demain“ and Nicaragua’s Centro Inter-Eclesial de Estudios Teológi-
cos y Social. The various organizations have developed procedures to meet their
own specific requirements. The SDC plans to publish the first five or six exempla-
ry case histories in the fall. These will include the results of the process of reflec-
tion carried out by Bread for all and its partner organisations. Their findings were
elaborated at a workshop held in January (see „Übersicht Reflexionsprozesse
Partnerwerke BfA“).

As part of this project the SDC is also updating its „Quality criteria and guidelines
for dealing with the potential and risks of religion and spirituality in programs
involving partnership between the SDC und faith-based organizations“ which
was published in December 2004, to take recent developments into account.

If it feels there is a need, the SDC will organize a workshop for all interested
parties in September of this year. This would serve for an exchange of experi-
ences on the basis of the exemplary case histories, and feedback on the revised
quality criteria. 10.05.2007

mailto:amholenstein@bluewin.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/58/Brot_fuer_alle1833.pdf
http://www.mrd-journal.org  
http://www.mrd-journal.org  
http://www.fest-heidelberg.de
http://www.fest-heidelberg.de
http://www.fest-heidelberg.de
mailto:cristina.hoyos@deza.admin.ch
mailto:carol.mottet@eda.admin.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/58/Stand_Fallbeispiele__Mai_20077820.pdf
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Berghof-Center

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

SPICE/GTZ

International Partner Organizations

News from the

9 international KOFF

partner organizations.

Conciliation Resources
The Joint Analysis  workshop report on „Incentives, sanctions and conditiona-
lities“ is now available.
CR has started a pilot project in Sierra Leone with the aim of developing sustai-
nable mechanisms and capabilities within civil society, notably to encourage
the involvement of citizens in their own security and improve oversight of the
security sector.
A new report on CR’s „Comparative learning project“ in Colombia and the
Philippines recommends sharing lessons from peace processes as a conflict
resolution strategy.

EPLO
International Alert, Saferworld and EPLO, have come together to produce a
briefing paper „Acting on Commitments: How EU Strategies and programming
can better prevent violent conflict“.

In April, the EU Commission presented a new EU initiative aimed at develo-
ping cooperation within the Black Sea region and between the region and the
EU.

FriEnt
FriEnt has published a manual on the subject of transitional justice, plus an
article by two Chinese scientists on China’s policy in Africa in the context of
peace-building.

International Alert
The International Alert Peaceworkers project will soon be offering a number of
stimulating new courses including the following: „Core Skills for Working in
Conflict“, an „Introduction to Election Observation“, and a weekend of
simulation devoted to „Working for Peace in the Midst of Conflict“.
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This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace

building.

June 3-9: More than 40 Swiss organizations have come together for a week of
events on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the beginning of the occup-
ation of Palestinian territory.

June 4-5: A conference on „Exploring Criteria and Conditions for Engaging
Non-State Actors (NSAs) to Respect Humanitarian Law and Human Rights Law“
takes place in Geneva. The organizers are Geneva Call, the UN Institute for
Disarmament Research and the Programme for the Study of International Or-
ganisations.

http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/58/eventsIsraelPalestine.pdf
http://www.genevacall.org/news/testi-events/gc-14feb07-callforpapers.pdf
http://www.c-r.org/news/sanctions.php
http://www.c-r.org/latest-news/index.php
http://www.c-r.org/news/reflections.php
http://www.eplo.org/documents/EPLOCPNL_2-4.pdf
http://www.eplo.org/documents/EPLOCPNL_2-4.pdf
http://www.frient.de/downloads/FriEnt_Impulse%200507.pdf
http://www.frient.de/downloads/FriEnt_Impulse%200507.pdf
http://www.peaceworkers.org.uk/index.php?option=com_publicregister&Itemid=182&task=fulltraining&id=168
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June 13: KOFF/swisspeace event on „Water linking People. The potential of
water for cooperation“.

June 13: KOFF Sri Lanka Roundtable on „New solutions for solving the conflict.
The Expert Panel and the All Party Representative Conference: Proposals and
reactions“.

June 26: Political Affairs Division IV is organizing a one-day workshop on hu-
man rights and business in Copenhagen, together with the Danish Institute for
Human Rights.

June 29: The State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (seco) and swisspeace will
be hosting a panel discussion in Bern on „Fairer Handel: Eine sinnvolle Strate-
gie zur Armutsreduktion?“ (Fairer trade: a sensible strategy for reducing pover-
ty?).

TRANSCEND Peace University Summer 2007 will be held starting July, 9th until
August, 27th. Director of the courses „Peace Zones“ and „Non-violent Politi-
cal Institutions“ will be Christophe BARBEY, Director of APRED.

I cannot accept this

destiny, talks in the

Balkans

Other pointers to events

and training courses are

available through the

KOFF-Infomarket.

I can not accept this destiny, talks in the Balkans.
What has happened since the collapse of Yugoslavia as a multi-ethnic state?
How do the intellectuals feel now about their country, the region, the war? What
hope does the future hold? The book (I cannot accept this destiny, talks in the
Balkans) by René Holenstein, who heads the Governance Section of the Swiss
Agency for Development and Cooperation, takes a multi-faceted look at the
Balkans region — past, present and future. The views of the 19 people inter-
viewed – journalists, poets and theatre people, lawyers, theologians, philoso-
phers and sociologists from Croatia, Serbia, Bosnia-Herzegovina and Kosovo –
cover topics ranging from human rights to democracy, the historical perspective,
the position of women, culture, religion, national identity and globalization. The
many cross-references between the interviews give a good indication as to how
intellectuals from the former Yugoslavia have been able to work together. Most
of these discussions were recorded by René Holenstein in 2005-06. The book
ends with a commentary by Carla Del Ponte, chief prosecutor with the UN  Inter-
national Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in the Hague. A presentation
will be held at the Zurich bookshop KLIO, Zähringerstrasse 45, on June 13.

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/KOFF_Events/2007/Invitation_Water_linking_people_13-06-07.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/KOFF_Events/2007/SriLankaRoundtable130607.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/58/HumanRightsBusinessWSCopenhagen.pdf
http://www.transcend.org/tpu/
http://www.chronos-verlag.ch/php/book_latest.php?book=978-3-0340-0847-1&type=Kurztext&access=Neuerscheinungen
http://www.chronos-verlag.ch/php/book_latest.php?book=978-3-0340-0847-1&type=Kurztext&access=Neuerscheinungen
http://www.chronos-verlag.ch/php/book_latest.php?book=978-3-0340-0847-1&type=Kurztext&access=Neuerscheinungen
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/events.asp
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New online dossier on the subject of inner-state conflicts
The German Federal Center for Political Education has opened a new (German-
language) dossier on inner-state conflicts. Here, more than 20 qualified experts
in the area of peace and conflict research have published powerful texts on this
topic. The texts are divided into four categories.

How do ethno-political conflicts differ from resources conflicts? How precisely
can one distinguish between one type of conflict and another? One area devo-
ted to History, definition, trends provides conflict definitions and describes va-
rious forms and types of conflict.

Another entitled Conflicts in international politics shows how inner-state con-
flicts have posed a challenge to the international community  since the end of
the East-West confrontation and at the same time what we have learned from
these conflicts. Some of the topics covered here are fragile states, altered con-
flicts and interests of the actors.

There is also a heading under which will be found a whole series of conflict
portraits, including on Afghanistan, Indonesia, the Middle East, Serbia/Kosovo,
Sri Lanka and Sudan. The fourth category in the Web dossier deals with con-
cepts, strategies and fields of activity for dealing with inner-state conflicts. Here
are to be found articles on peace-building, prevention, development cooperati-
on, the security sector, dealing with the past and reconciliation.

http://www.bpb.de/themen/K2ATUD,0,Innerstaatliche_Konflikte.html
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff
http://www.swisspeace.org/
mailto:jakob@swisspeace.ch

