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KOFF Annual Report

2006 (in German)

As the Chatham House

Rule was applied at this

roundtable, there are no

references to specific or-

ganisations and speakers

in this article.  

KOFF websites

on Sri Lanka 

Swiss actors

working in/on Sri Lanka

Annual meeting of KOFF member
organizations well attended
This year’s annual meeting of KOFF member organizations was attended by about
40 people, roughly two thirds of whom represented the organizations. In a report
on the previous year’s activities KOFF Program Director Anita Müller pointed to a
growing awareness of the KOFF Center for Peacebuilding, judging from the num-
ber of requests and mandates KOFF now receives, including from outside Swit-
zerland. In the current year KOFF is concentrating on efforts to increase the num-
ber of consulting mandates,  as a way of testing theoretical knowledge in field
conditions.

In a panel discussion representatives of the various member organizations tal-
ked about concrete ways in which they cooperate with and through KOFF. The
excellent opportunities for networking offered by the roundtables, the efficiency
of know-how exchanges in the context of KOFF working groups, and the impor-
tance of training (in particular for small organizations) were among the benefits
pointed out by panelists – and of course the proven expertise which makes the
Center for Peacebuilding an important consulting partner even for government
agencies. Hopes were expressed that networking, including with international
actors, will continue to grow, as well as for greater coherence between member
organizations.

When it came to the election of the KOFF Steering Committee current members
Geert van Dok (Caritas) and Lini Culetto (Women for Peace) were re-elected for
a further two years, after being thanked for their efforts to date.  The second half
of the annual meeting was devoted to a discussion of the new UN Peacebuilding
Commission. For further information on the PCB, see the Focus article in this
edition. 01.06.2007

KOFF Sri Lanka Roundtable discusses current
constitutional reform and political solutions
In mid-June, a large number of representatives of the Swiss civil society, govern-
ment, academics and the Diaspora attended the KOFF session entitled „New
solutions to solving the conflict? The Expert Panel and the All Party Representati-
ve Committee (APRC): Proposals and reactions“.

In the light of the aggravating political situation on the ground, the Sri Lanka
roundtable discussed the current proposals for a constitutional reform and oppor-
tunities for a genuine power-sharing agreement. In the first part of the session,
the work of the APRC and the Expert Panel were explained and different propo-
sals were summarized and contextualised in the current debate on constitutio-
nal reform. Particular attention was paid to the so-called „minority report“ and
„majority report“ of the Expert Panel, which provided for maximum devolution
amounting to federalism within a united country. While the government rejected
the reports, the proposals of the SLFP government from 1/5/2007 have been

mailto:anita.mueller@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Annual_Reports/jb_2006_d.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Annual_Reports/jb_2006_d.pdf
http://www.gcsp.ch/nisc/chatham-house.htm
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_srilanka.htm 
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_srilanka.htm 
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Actors/SriLanka_Actors.pdf
http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/index.php?id=14
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Further information:

KOFF Cordula Reimann

widely criticised for offering less than what is already in place in the form of the
13th amendment to the constitution of 1978 (that is     to make Tamil an official
language and English a link Language, and for the establishment of Provincial
Councils).....

In the second part of the roundtable, the discussion centred very much on the
appropriate unit of devolution (district vs. province), distinctive expressions (such
as unitary, united, federal) and the place of Buddhism in the constitution. With
regard to the peace process, the discussion once again stressed the perceived
needs for security among Sinhalese and Tamils and the felt fears among the
Sinhalese mainstream and wider population of „Tamil separatism“ and of losing
the national sovereignty and territorial integrity. 13.06.2007

L inksL inksL inksL inksL inks Roundtable on „Water Linking People“ –
The potential for water-related cooperation
Although shared water resources can lead to competition, confrontation and
even escalate into violent conflict, there is nonetheless considerable potential
for cooperation in water management. There are international as well as local
examples of water linking people. A KOFF/swisspeace Roundtable on „Water
Linking People“ in mid-June was designed to allow development cooperation
practitioners and researchers to exchange experiences so as to achieve a bet-
ter understanding of positive water management. Christine Bichsel and Willi
Graf made presentations on water management, in Central Asia and Bolivia
respectively. Christine Bichsel, who earned a doctorate on the basis of her work
with NCCR and swisspeace in the Ferghana Valley in Central Asia, presented
sections of her PhD study. Willi Graf, who works in the Natural Resource and
Environment Section of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
(SDC), shared insights from the „Water, Land and People“ working group (SDC
2006, with support from Intercooperation). The focus was on how people ma-
nage water resources, the mechanisms for conflict resolution, and the key ele-
ments of successful water management.

The discussion which followed focused on how international development ac-
tors integrate local conflict resolution mechanisms in their strategies. Since local
water management systems reflect societal systems, changes in water ma-
nagement patterns often reflect changes in power structures. And since water
management is always highly political, it is important for international actors to
try to understand the complicated underlying societal power structures. The discus-
sion showed the importance for international development actors of understan-
ding the complicated power structures that impact on water conflicts, and sup-
porting solutions appropriate to the specific context. In this regard, conflict
sensitivity tools such as „Do no Harm“ and „Conflict Sensitive Program Ma-
nagement“ can help to more efficiently assess the risks and opportunities in-
volved in internationally supported programs.

Presentation from

Christine Bichsel

Presentation from

Willi Graf

Community of

Practice on Water

for Food

mailto:cordula.reimann@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/59/Bichsel_WaterPeople_final.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/59/Graf_Towards_hydraulic_Tiquipaya.pdf
http://www.water-for-food.ch/index.html
http://www.water-for-food.ch/index.html
http://www.water-for-food.ch/index.html
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Ruling of the

International  Court

of Justice

KOFF websites

on Dealing with

the Past

KOFF websites

on South Eastern

Europe

KOFF-swisspeace is planning the temporal opening in July and August of a the-
matic learning platform within the Community of Practice „Water for Food“,
moderated by Helvetas. Furthermore the swisspeace Annual Conference on 13
November 2007 will have as its theme „Environmental Peacebuilding: Mana-
ging natural resource conflicts in a changing world“. 13.06.2007

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

„Do no Harm“ training workshop
KOFF conducted a two-day training workshop at the end of June in Bern on „Do
no Harm“, one of the most important methodical conflict-sensitive approaches,
as part of the annual training program. Participants were introduced to the basic
concept and learned how to improve their ability to assess the potential impact,
negative and positive, of project work, in the context of a conflict, and to adapt
programs accordingly. In addition to learning about the experiences of others
with a „Do no Harm“ approach they were shows possible ways to integrate this
approach with their own work. The workshop was conducted by Wolfgang Hein-
rich (Church Development Service, Bonn), who is a regular KOFF collaborator,
and KOFF’s own Steffen Rottler. Those attending included 20 representatives of
the Federal Administration and organizations involved in international cooperati-
on efforts. 26.06.2007

Roundtable on Dealing with the Past in Southeast Europe:
the ruling of the International Court of Justice on genocide
KOFF’s „Dealing with the Past“ program is concentrating this year on the theme
of „Living with a Legacy of Genocide“. Among other activities, KOFF will be
hosting a series of roundtables on the topic. The first, at the end of June, focused
on the recent judgment of the International Court of Justice on genocide and its
socio-political consequences for Bosnia-Herzegovina. Guest speakers were Robert
Kolb, Professor of International Law at the universities of Neuchâtel, Bern and
Geneva, and Madeleine Rees, who heads the Gender and Women’s Rights
Division of the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva.
While the court confirmed that genocide did take place in Srebrenica, the
responsibility of the Serbian state was denied. Its only violations of international
law consisted of omissions, i.e. of neither having attempted to prevent the crimes
nor to punish the perpetrators. The Court’s ruling did nonetheless provide a welcome
confirmation of the principle of due diligence in relation to the State’s obligation
to prevent genocide and to punish the perpetrators.
Not surprisingly, the ruling led to widespread frustration in the Federation of
Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Bosnians are interested both in the acknowledgment
of the crimes committed and in reparations and some measure of social justice.
Their expectations can only be satisfied through institutional reforms, for example
ensuring that all have access to the legal system, and by the removal of any civil

Further information:

KOFF Nathalie Wyser

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/KOFF_Events/2007/KOFFTrainings2007.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/KOFF_Events/2007/KOFFTrainings2007.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/tools-and-conflict-sensitive-approaches-to-development/index.html
mailto:rottler@swisspeace.ch
http://www.icj-cij.org/docket/index.php?p1=3&p2=3&k=f4&case=91 
http://www.icj-cij.org/docket/index.php?p1=3&p2=3&k=f4&case=91 
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/south-eastern-europe/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/south-eastern-europe/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/countries/south-eastern-europe/index.html
mailto:nathalie.wyser@swisspeace.ch
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Further information:

swisspeace

Martina Santschi

swisspeace, NCCR

Further information:

KOFF Jonathan Sisson

NCCR North-South workshop on environmental conflicts
Scarcity of natural resources does not necessarily lead to conflict, but a socio-
political background can promote a potential conflict. This is the conclusion rea-
ched by participants in a synthesis workshop held by the National Centre of
Competence in Research North-South“ (NCCR North-South). The workshop, en-
titled „Environmental Conflicts: Experiences from Africa and Central Asia“ was
held at the Europa Institute of the University of Basel on June 8.

As part of the workshop eight members of the NCCR North-South (IP7) „Environ-
mental Change and Conflict Transformation“ research group provided some in-
sights into the research they have been conducing over the past four years. They
focused mainly on the utilization of natural resources, and institutions that link
environmental, political and societal issues.

The participants discussed the widespread assumption that a direct causal link
exists between conflicts and a lack of  natural resources. It became clear howe-
ver in the course of the presentations and the subsequent discussions that not a
single research project was able to establish a direct causal relationship. In case
studies on Kirghizia Ethiopia, Sudan and Egypt it was not natural resources in
themselves but the particular socio-political and institutional background with
regard to resources management that tended to promote or defuse a potential
conflict.

The swisspeace annual conference of November 13 2007 on „Environmental
peacebuilding: Managing natural resource conflicts in a changing world“ will
also deal with the subject of environment-related conflicts. swisspeace is an
institutional partner of the NCCR North-South. 08.06.2007

servants tainted by war crimes. Many of those displaced by the war were pressured
to return to their home towns and villages, and are today discriminated against
by the very persons who forced them to flee in the first place. The war crimes of
the latter go unpunished, while their victims are not even allowed equal rights.
Against this background, the ruling of the Court seems to confirm the victims’
sense that their needs and demands continue to be neglected.
The Roundtable participants asked themselves, in light of the above, what possible
satisfaction can the victims now expect, either from the courts or the political
process? There is some hope that the decision will act as a catalyst for the
prosecution of perpetrators by the domestic War Crimes Chamber. But, as for the
fundamental question of institutional reform in Bosnia-Herzegovina, it is unlikely
that it will have any impact. The ruling of the International Court of Justice seems
to have done little more than to further divide the Serbian, Bosnian and Croatian
communities. 21.06.2007

mailto:martina.santschi@swisspeace.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peace-conflict-research/governance-conflict/index.html
mailto:jonathan.sisson@swisspeace.ch
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Further information:

swisspeace

Laurent Goetschel

EPLO 

New swisspeace study looks at the impact
of fair trade on poverty reduction and conflict prevention
Swisspeace, with the assistance of economists from the University of Basel, has
carried out a study on fair trade and its potential for reducing poverty and pre-
venting conflict, using Bolivia as an example. The study, commissioned by the
State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (seco), was presented at the end of June
in Bern. The analysis is partly based on the practices of Bolivian Fair Trade Coope-
ratives and partly on private sector firms which grow coffee either conventional-
ly or in accordance with socially and environmentally sustainable standards.

The study underlines the special relevance of capacity building. Coffee producers
who work together in certified Fair Trade Cooperatives have developed a wealth
of knowledge about organic coffee production, knowledge which they also put
to good use to grow fruit and vegetables. The cooperatives offer many opportu-
nities for regular training in these techniques. The practical know-how thus deve-
loped, in the protected environment of the Cooperatives, helps to gradually ex-
tend the economic capacities of impoverished small farmers. It is clear therefore
that „capacity building“ is an important development cooperation instrument
for the reduction of poverty.

Another reason for the study was to find out whether or not fair trade can help to
prevent violent conflicts, notably through poverty reduction. The study reaches
some interesting conclusions. It also provides an incentive to go even deeper
into the subject of fair trade and conflict prevention. 29.06.2007

swisspeace in EPLO Steering Committee
The Director of swisspeace, Laurent Goetschel, was elected a member of the
European Peacebuilding Liaison Office (EPLO) Steering Committee in Brussels at
the beginning of May. The EPLO is a platform for European non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) involved  in peacebuilding and conflict prevention, as well
as for NGO networks and research organizations. Together they are trying to
persuade European Union decision-makers to adopt a sustainable peace policy.

01.05.2007

 http://www.swisspeace.ch/FairTrade
http://www.fairtrade.net
http://www.fairtrade.net
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peace-conflict-research/business-peace/index.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peace-conflict-research/business-peace/index.html
mailto:sandra.imhof@swisspeace.ch 
mailto:laurent.goetschel@swisspeace.ch
http://www.eplo.org/
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Input from

David Atwood

Input from

Markus Heiniger

UN Peacebuilding

Commission

The UN Peacebuilding

Commission and

International Geneva.

Article of David

Atwood (QUNO)

and Fred Tanner (GCSP)

The Brookings-Bern

Project on Internal

Displacement

Peace Building Support

Office

Harvard Programme

on Humanitarian Policy

and Conflict Research

Focus

UN Peacebuilding Commission: Assessment of the first year
The new United Nations Peacebuilding Commission met for its first ses-
sion one year ago on June 23 2006. What has the Commission achieved
so far, where does its potential lie, what are the challenges ahead, and
what support can Swiss government agencies and non-governmental
organizations offer? These questions were at the center of discussions
in the second half of the annual meeting of KOFF member organizati-
ons in Bern at the beginning of June.

The purpose of the Peacebuilding Commission (PBC)     is to promote peace-buil-
ding strategies in countries emerging from conflict and to help ensure predictable
financing for long-term reconstruction efforts. The Commission is also expected
to bring national and international actors together, from government and civil
society, to ensure better coordination of the various activities in a given country,
David Atwood, Director of the UN Quaker Office in Geneva (QUNO) told the
meeting. In its first year the Commission focused its attention on Sierra Leone
and Burundi. A working group created for the two countries has in the meantime
developed a Strategic Framework for Peacebuilding in Burundi. The strategies for
both countries will focus on good governance, the rule of law and reform of the
security sector. In Sierra Leone additional concerns include social and youth em-
powerment, employment ,and consolidating democracy, while in Burundi special
efforts are being made to rebuild communities. The budget for both countries, is
USD 35 million.

Switzerland’s contribution
Although Switzerland actively helped to create the PBC, it was not among those
appointed as members last year. Nonetheless, in view of the substantial Swiss
participation in humanitarian and peace-building programs in Burundi, it is likely
that Switzerland will be present at the PBC country-specific meeting on Burundi,
notes Markus Heiniger of Political Affairs Division IV (PD IV), Federal Department
of Foreign Affairs. Furthermore Switzerland, which works closely with the Peace
Building Support Office (PBSO), has in this context commissioned the Harvard
Program on Humanitarian Policy and Conflict Research (HPCR) to develop an
information platform for the PBC, complete with research and training resources.
A portal on Sierra Leone is to be opened in the summer, Heiniger also points out.
Furthermore PD IV exchanges information with members of the PBC and the
PBSO on topics including „dealing with the past“, mine action and reform of the
security sector. And with regard to internally displaced persons Switzerland is
financing a major research project in the framework of the Brookings Bern Pro-
ject on Internal Displacement. Finally, the Confederation is supporting a project
entitled „The UN Peacebuilding Commission and International Geneva“ which is
researching the impact of the PBC on International Geneva, and in particular how
Geneva-based organizations can support the Commission in its work.

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/59/FocusAtwood.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/59/FocusAtwood.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/59/FocusHeiniger.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/59/FocusHeiniger.pdf
http://www.un.org/peace/peacebuilding/
http://www.un.org/peace/peacebuilding/
http://www.unidir.ch/pdf/articles/pdf-art2629.pdf
 http://www.brook.edu/fp/projects/idp/about_us.htm
 http://www.reformtheun.org/index.php/eupdate/1973
 http://www.reformtheun.org/index.php/eupdate/1973
 http://www.reformtheun.org/index.php/eupdate/1973
http://www.hpcr.org/
http://www.hpcr.org/
http://www.hpcr.org/
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Swiss Catholic

Lenten   Fund

KOFF websites 

Tools and Conflict

Sensitive Approaches

to Development

News from Swiss NGOs

The role of Geneva organizations
The presence in Geneva of so many international organizations and civil society
actors means that there are abundant resources available for the work of the
PBC, QUNO’s David Atwood points out. These should be brought together and
made use of. And in fact much is being done to achieve this in the framework of
a project entitled „The PBC and International Geneva“. This project is being
coordinated by the Geneva Centre for Security Policy with a core group of other
organizations.

Efforts are currently being made to „map“ Geneva civil society and international
agency competencies, and the results should be ready by the end of the sum-
mer. In September a conference is being held to link-up the work of the PBC in
both Sierra Leone and Burundi. In the long term according to Atwood, the idea is
to set up a Geneva „platform“ as a PBC consulting partner.

To date no effort has been made to involve civil society directly in the work of
the PBC, despite a suggestion to that effect in Security Council Resolution 1645.
However, Atwood points out that some of the member states are not too keen
on the idea of consultations with civil society actors. Moreover the NGOs them-
selves are not sufficiently organized to be able to make a concrete offer to the
Commission. The way Atwood sees it, civil society will have to convince the PBC
that it will not be able to achieve its goals without input from the NGOs.

Challenges  and opportunities
Just one year after its inception the Peacebuilding Commission finds itself con-
fronted with a number of challenges. Among these Atwood cites the high expec-
tations that many place in this new institution, and its political nature. Another
problem is limited staffing and financial resources. And finally the PBC lacks a
consensus on the definition of peace-building and the right method. The prag-
matic approach adopted by the Commission in its first year is a good sign howe-
ver. Moreover a properly functioning Commission can serve as a model for furt-
her institutional cooperation between the UN Security Council and the General
Assembly. Atwood also feels that the very creation of the PBC has legitimized
peace-building and facilitated the work of civil society organizations.

Mainstreaming of „Do no Harm“
by the Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund
The Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund has been working since the middle of last year
on the development of professional concepts which can serve as guidelines at
various activity levels — suggested lines of action for specific situations. The
Peace-building Concept, the first in the series, was completed early this year. The
second, a „Human Rights Based Approach“ Concept, was approved and adop-
ted in April. Currently in preparation are a „Pastoral Cooperation“ Concept and
an „Access to Resources“ Concept.

mailto:markus.heiniger@eda.admin.ch
mailto:DAtwood@quno.ch
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.fastenopfer.ch/
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/tools-and-conflict-sensitive-approaches-to-development/index.html||
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Daniel Hostettler

HD Centre

Civilian Protection

Proactive Presence –

Field strategies for

civilian protection.

Focus article in the

most recent edition of

the KOFF Newsletter

Further information:

HD Centre Hugo Slim

Teaching and implementing a „Do no Harm“ approach is at the very heart of the
process for mainstreaming the Peace-building Concept. This method should be a
regular component of programs and projects. Know-how which to some extent
already exists should be perfected and standardized. The mainstreaming pro-
cess is due to begin in December with an internal workshop for those in charge
of programs in Switzerland. A workshop for local program partners in South
Africa is currently being considered as a pilot project, possibly for the beginning
of 2008. Concrete planning of the next stages in the process will concentrate on
implementation of „Do no Harm“ over the next few years in South Africa. The
lessons learned from field work in South Africa should help to design the Fund’s
other programs. Training in „Do no Harm“ for those involved in local programs is
also planned for next year.

The Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund is well aware of the fact that the mainstreaming
of „Do no Harm“ is likely to be a long term process. Following initial inclusion of
the method in all programs, much follow-up work will be necessary to ensure
that „Do no Harm“ is systematically observed in all project activities. In the next
two and a half years the Fund will do its best to develop a comprehensive
process that links „Do no Harm“ with the new human rights approach. This
would ensure that the new Concepts are systematically incorporated in all pro-
grams in the next five-year program cycle which begins in 2010. 12.06.2007

HD Centre extends international presence
The Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue (HD Centre, Geneva) is about to extend its
international presence, and is at the same time planning a number of field pro-
jects. According to the Centre’s Head of Research Hugo Slim offices are to be
opened In Singapore and Nairobi. The aim is to be more active at the political
level, through informal and other channels, while acting as an advisor to the
African Union. Founded seven years ago the Centre sees its main role as the
protection of civilian populations, a field in which it advises humanitarian organi-
zations. It also distributes manuals for use in related operations. More recently
the HD Centre has begun to work with various mediators, being at present invol-
ved in eight separate peace negotiations, details of which are confidential. In the
long term the Centre hopes to be able to provide support for mediation proces-
ses around the world. For this purpose it intends to develop a network of locally
based practitioners. Another priority is to involve women more closely in media-
tion processes. This summary was provided in the course of a discussion organi-
zed by the Conflict Prevention and Transformation Division of the Swiss Agency
for Development and Cooperation (COPRET/SDC) at SDC headquarters.

31.05.2007

mailto:hostettler@fastenopfer.ch
 http://www.hdcentre.org
http://www.hdcentre.org/Civilian+Protection
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/index.php?fid=1051&id=502
mailto:slim@hdcentre.org
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Further information:

mission 21

Barbara Graf Mousa

mission 21

Institute of Federalism: study tours for
delegations from China and the Philippines
A delegation of five from the Research Office of the Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress“ (RSNPC) visited Switzerland in May. The purpose of
the study tour was to allow this Chinese research delegation to see how Swiss
parliaments function at the national, cantonal and municipal levels. The delega-
tion was particularly interested in the following: legal sources of financial sup-
port for members of parliament, opportunities for and forms of communication
with the electorate, and the organization of parliamentary commissions. During
the study tour the delegation had 14 separate meetings with national parlia-
mentarians, city councilors, representatives of academic institutions, the media,
economic development organizations and others. Study tours to Switzerland by
Chinese researchers have been taking place since 2003. Launched at the initia-
tive of the  RSNPC, the project has the support of the Swiss Embassy in Beijing
and is financed by both the RSNPC and the Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC), in the framework of an Institute of Federalism mandate.

The delegation from the Philippines which visited Switzerland in June was made
up of high-level politicians, representatives of Filipino civil society, the media and
academia. They met with Swiss experts from the local, cantonal and national
government levels, as well as Swiss academics. The delegation was particularly
interested in Swiss experience in the merging of municipalities, and the problem
of migration to the cities – two of the main challenges confronting Filipino soci-
ety today. The study tours are part of a series of projects organized by the two
governments as well as by representatives of civil society and academia in both
Switzerland and the Philippines, in collaboration with the Swiss Institute of Fe-
deralism. 09.06.2007

mission 21 Synod plots course for the future
The mission 21 Synod convened for four days at the end of June. The Synod,
which is the Basel evangelical missionary group’s chief decision-making body,
decides on theological matters, programs and projects, as well as on medium-to-
long term goals. It has now been decided that mission 21 will in future pay
greater attention to development cooperation questions, both at home and ab-
road, in consideration of their theological, social and political aspects. This will
mean narrowing the focus and reducing the number of projects, so as to make it
more clear exactly where the mission’s concerns lie.

In Africa the main focus will be on combating HIV/Aids. In Asia an effort will be
made to put work with displaced persons in crisis areas (Indonesia for example)
on a more professional footing. In Europe there will be greater emphasis on
improving contacts and relations, communication and public relations in general.

There was much discussion during the Synod on the current year’s theme „Reli-
gion – a source of peace“, and in this context there was general agreement on
the urgency of interreligious dialogue. 24.06.2007

http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/59/IFF.pdf
 http://www.federalism.ch/index.php?page=800&lang=1
http://www.federalism.ch/index.php?page=799&lang=1
mailto:Sean.Mueller@unifr.ch
mailto:Eva.Schmassmann@unifr.ch
mailto:barbara.graf@mission-21.org  
http://www.mission-21.org
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More information

Political Affairs Division

IV, Federal Department

of Foreign Affairs

News from Swiss Government Agencies

Palmyrah AGM hears about the situation in Sri Lanka
The 5th Annual General Meeting  of the Bern-Jaffna (Palmyrah) ecumenical partners-
hip project was held on 12 June. Contacts with the church communities are to be
strengthened in the current year. Work is also proceeding on the creation of a
website and a new prospectus presenting Palmyrah and its activities. The next
visit  to Sri Lanka by a Palmyra delegation is planned for 2008, if the political
situation permits.

Martin Stürzinger, civil peace-building adviser of the Swiss Embassy in Colombo,
summed up the current situation and future prospects for Sri Lanka in the second
half of the AGM. Since the election of Mahindra Rajapakse as President in No-
vember 2005 the confrontation between the government of Sri Lanka and the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) has escalated. Once again the country
finds itself in a state of war. The Jaffna peninsula is now accessible only by sea
or by air. This has worsened the supply situation, and the population is in a state
of permanent anxiety. In the east the situation is even more dramatic, with civil
buildings being targeted by artillery. The LTTE is also guilty of repeated human
rights violations including assassinations and other outrages, and the pressgan-
ging of child soldiers. The war has created about 300,000 internally displaced
persons, who join the ranks of the 200,000 created by the tsunami. There is no
sign of any end to the fighting. Stürzinger sees the only possibility of a solution in
decentralization of power through greater autonomy for the provinces, and auto-
nomous tax collection. The population is in urgent need of security and its confi-
dence in the government needs rebuilding. There is an equally urgent need for
the parties to the conflict to resume peace talks, lay down their weapons, and
start thinking about constitutional reform. 12.06.2007

New civil peace-building and
human rights framework credit
The Swiss government decided in mid-June that current measures for civil peace-
building and for strengthening human rights should be continued. It has there-
fore asked parliament to approve a new framework credit of more than SFr240
million for a period of at least four years beginning in 2008. This should enable
the Confederation to pursue a commitment which has already yielded fruit and
to strengthen it in certain areas. The government’s message to parliament in this
context calls for focusing on seven priority regions and eight specific areas. There
is also a need for improved coordination between the various instruments of
foreign policy and for taking advantage of possible synergies between develop-
ment policy, civil peace-building and peacekeeping-related military support.

The moderate increase in funding due will make it possible to deploy more Swiss
citizens in future international missions, enabling Switzerland to increase its com-

mailto:pinfank@gmail.com
mailto:pinfank@gmail.com
http://www.refbejuso.ch/content/showInfo.asp?InfoId=791
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_srilanka.htm 
http://www.swisspeace.org/koff/c_srilanka.htm 
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/recent/media/mcom/single.html?id=13126
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/recent/media/mcom/single.html?id=13126
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Danish Institute

for International
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Report of the Global

Commission on

International

Migration

mitment to peace initiatives, and to react more flexibly to opportunities at the
political level. However federal finances cannot be stretched much further at
present. The message should come before the upper house (Ständerat) in Sep-
tember and the lower house (Nationalrat) in December, in the new legislature.

18.06.2007

Evaluation of Switzerland’s peace program in Colombia
An external evaluation of Switzerland’s peace program in Colombia has nearly
been completed. Commissioned by Political Affairs Division IV (PD IV, Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs) the evaluation is in accordance with the concept
for the medium term (2004 – 2007). The main purpose is to discover the extent
to which the program has achieved its objectives. The evaluation will also as-
sess the program methodology and whether or not various aspects of the pro-
gram are still valid. Switzerland’s commitment for the coming year will be deci-
ded on the basis of the evaluation.

The Confederation’s Colombia program was launched in the year 2000, with an
annual budget of about SFr2 million. It covers peace-building between the par-
ties to the armed conflict („Track 1“) as well as activities for the promotion of
civil society peace initiatives („Track 2“), notably the peace programs of Swiss
development and human rights organizations in Colombia (SUIPPCOL). Human
rights and security projects – including in the area of transitional justice – are
also part of the program, which involves collaboration with national and interna-
tional non-governmental organizations and State agencies. Another priority ob-
jective is the resumption of structured, participative dialogue between the most
important armed groups.

SDC workshop on migration and development for NGOs
The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) held a two-day work-
shop in mid-May to help non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to better und-
erstand the relationship between migration and development. The lessons to be
learned were as follows. Development actors should work to strengthen the
positive aspects of migration, and to combat the negative ones such as traffi-
cking in human beings and the „drain“ of highly qualified workers. Migrants
should no longer be viewed as victims by the host countries, but as a resource.
Since migration is an issue closely involved with foreign trade and foreign policy,
agriculture, human rights and other matters greater efforts must be made to
achieve coherence in migration-related activities. The developing countries should
be included in all discussions concerning migration. Dual citizenship and other
legal arrangements such as residence permits free the hands of the diaspora
when it comes to helping the homeland. The workshop concluded that there is a
lack of data on migration and of concrete development projects.

mailto:raphael.naegeli@eda.admin.ch
mailto:remy.friedmann@eda.admin.ch
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/59/Kolumbienprogramm.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/59/Kolumbienprogramm.pdf
http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Themen/Migration
http://www.diis.dk/sw152.asp
http://www.diis.dk/sw152.asp
http://www.diis.dk/sw152.asp
http://www.gcim.org/en/finalreport.html
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Further information:

SDC Markus Reisle

Additional information

on the SDC conference

KOFF websites

on Gender and

Peacebuilding

SDC conference on „Women’s rights and masculinities“
Gender Mainstreaming is viewed as an efficient strategy for achieving equality
between men and women. However, despite consistent efforts, gender-based
discrimination remains a big problem. One of the objectives of the Swiss Agency
for Development and Cooperation (SDC) is to analyze inequalities and systemi-
cally apply the principles of gender equality. Current approaches capable of gi-
ving new life to Gender Mainstreaming were discussed at an SDC conference in
mid-June in Bern. The participants concerned themselves with such matters as
„gender responsive budgeting“, making it possible to link Gender Mainstrea-
ming to financial activities – and power. Analyzing financial flows from a gender
perspective can shed new light on discrimination and eventually help to redesign
budgets for the benefit of those who have been marginalized. This is the argu-
ment presented by Aleyamma Vijayan, head of the Sakhi Women’s Resource
Center, based on the example of the decentralized fiscal policy of Kerala in India.

Many development programs concentrate on improving women’s access to small
credits and the labor market. But unless they also take into consideration the
unpaid labor of women as carers such projects can lead to new forms of discri-
mination. This issue was raised by Shahra Razavi of the UN Research Institute for
Social Development (UNRISD) who emphasized the importance of the „care eco-
nomy“ in social development.

Although men also have a role to play in the gender debate, systematic integra-
tion of male aspects remains marginal in Gender Mainstreaming. Julio Cesar
Pagès and Dean Peacock of the Sonke Gender Justice Network in South Africa
tried to demonstrate the importance of involving men in the dialogue on equality,
with a discussion of masculinity. Unmasking stereotypes at the psychological
level is just as important as analysis of the structurally embedded role diffe-
rences between the sexes. The truth of this can be seen in the health sector for
example, where ideas about manliness can have a counterproductive impact on
efforts at HIV/Aids prevention. 08.06.2007

Further information:

SDC  Annemarie Sancar

The workshop also identified various areas in which NGOs can make a contribu-
tion. Examples include help in finding secure, legal and not too expensive ways
to remit funds home; the creation of networks to coordinate the efforts of the
diaspora; ensuring greater publicity for examples of the positive contributions
migration makes to development; supporting knowledge transfer; and comba-
ting the negative aspects of migration, beginning with trafficking in human beings.

11.05.2007

mailto:Markus.Reisle@deza.admin.ch
http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Aktuell/News/News_Detailansicht?itemID=156555
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/gender-and-peacebuilding/index.html
mailto:annemarie.sancar@deza.admin.ch
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DFA websites on

Dealing with the Past

KOFF websites on

Dealing with the Past

Development strategies after the „oil era“
Last May the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), the Gradu-
ate Institute of Development Studies of the University of Geneva (IUED), and the
Political Affairs Division IV (PD IV) of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs
organized a debate on the subject „What strategies for development after the
oil era“. Daniele Ganser, a young professor of contemporary history at the Uni-
versity of Basel, pointed to the need for greater determination to face up to the
problem, on the part of both consumers and political decision makers. Wolfgang
Sachs of the Wuppertal Institute for Climate, Environment and Energy Research
stressed the fact that many crises supposedly motivated by ethics or religion in
fact mask an underlying rivalry for natural resources. Insofar as oil is concerned
it is still not too late for the developing countries to avoid falling into the same
dependence as the industrialized world by making the best possible use of new
sources of energy.

The debate coincided with publication of the German edition of the IUED’s Swiss
Yearbook of Development Policy, which is devoted to the subjects of peace and
security. 23.05.2007

Seminar on Transitional Justice
in the French-speaking World
A three-day international seminar on the subject of Transitional Justice in the
French-speaking World was held in Yaoundé, Cameroon, last December. It was
organized jointly by the Political Affairs Division IV (PD IV) of the Federal Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs (DFA), the French Foreign Ministry, the UN Sub-regional
Center for Human Rights and Democracy in Central Africa, and the International
Center for Transitional Justice. The conclusions of the seminar were published at
the end of June under the title „La justice transitionnelle dans le monde franco-
phone: état des lieux“. The seminar was the first such opportunity for French-
speaking experts and practitioners to exchange experiences, know-how and
efforts in the area of transitional justice, and develop strategies for strengthening
the capacities of the actors and improving field practice. The participants inclu-
ded some 50 representatives of government agencies, non-governmental orga-
nizations, universities and other institutions from about 20 different countries.

25.06.2007

mailto:wolfgang.sachs@wupperinst.org
mailto:Daniele.Ganser@unibas.ch
http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Aktuell/News/News_Detailansicht?itemID=156356
http://www.unige.ch/iued/new/information/publications/pub_aspd_2006-2_tdm_al.html
http://www.unige.ch/iued/new/information/publications/pub_aspd_2006-2_tdm_al.html
http://www.unige.ch/iued/new/information/publications/pub_aspd_2006-2_tdm_al.html
mailto:mo.bleeker@eda.admin.ch
mailto:carol.mottet@eda.admin.ch
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/topics/peasec/peac.Par.0107.File.tmp/rp_070601_DwP-2-2007-Yaounde_fr.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/topics/peasec/peac.Par.0107.File.tmp/rp_070601_DwP-2-2007-Yaounde_fr.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/etc/medialib/downloads/edazen/topics/peasec/peac.Par.0107.File.tmp/rp_070601_DwP-2-2007-Yaounde_fr.pdf
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/fr/home/topics/peasec/peac/confre/depast.html
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/en/peacebuilding-activities/koff/topics/dealing-with-the-past/index.html
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Berghof-Center

CDA Collaborative

Learning Projects

Conciliation Resources

European Centre for

Conflict Prevention

European Peacebuil-

ding Liaison Office

(EPLO)

Gruppe Friedensent-

wicklung (FriEnt)

International Alert

Plattform Zivile

Konfliktbearbeitung

SPICE/GTZ

Berghof
Berghof published its Occasional  Paper No. 28 „Identity and Victimhood: Quest-
ions for Conflict Management Practice“.

Berghof published the third and final article in the series on training for conflict
transformation and peacebuilding „Experiences of the Centre for Nonvionlent
Action in the Western Balkans“.

Conciliation Resources
CR published its latest Annual Review, „Peacebuilding Works“.

 A new working paper „Bridging the gap: Improving UK support for peace
processes“ looks at the gaps in the UK’s responses to violent conflict and
suggests how it can better address key global challenges.

EPLO
The new edition of the EPLO Conflict Prevention Newsletter provides informa-
tion about the latest General Affairs and External Relations Council, a Review
of Missions of the European Security and Defence Policy, news in brief on the
EU-AU Troika meeting and Sudan, Training opportunities, and the EPLO mem-
ber focus: European Network for Civil Peace Services.

FriEnt
New FriEnt publications in May/June:

„Justice Mechanisms and the Question of Legitimacy. The Example of Rwanda’s
Multi-layered Justice Mechanisms“.

„Maintaining the Process? Aid to Transitional Justice in Rwanda and Guatema-
la 1995-2005".

„Maintaining the Process in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Coherence and Comple-
mentarity of EU Institutions and Civil Society in Transitional Justice“.

International Alert
„Peaceworker-Profile“:  Alison Stables explains how a Peaceworkers’s crisis
management course helped prepare her for life in West Africa.

„UN Peacebuilding Commission: quality over speed“. Alert is continuing to
make recommendations for the Peacebuilding Commission’s future strategies.

Climate change and violent conflict – Alert is now working on a report to
explore the relationship between conflict and climate change. 

Alert’s recent work in Colombia focuses on untapping the peacebuilding po-
tential of the business community.

News from the

9 international KOFF

partner organizations.

International Partner Organizations

http://www.berghof-center.org/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.cdainc.com/
http://www.c-r.org/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.conflict-prevention.net/
http://www.eplo.org/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.frient.de/
http://www.international-alert.org/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.konfliktbearbeitung.net/
http://www.gtz.de/de/index.htm
http://www.berghof-center.org/uploads/download/boc28e.pdf
http://www.c-r.org/about/annual-reports.php
http://www.c-r.org/our-work/accord/practice-policy/index.php
http://www.frient.de/materialien/detaildoc.asp?id=573
http://www.frient.de/materialien/detaildoc.asp?id=572
http://www.frient.de/materialien/detaildoc.asp?id=571
http://www.international-alert.org/press/article.php?id=142
http://www.international-alert.org/press/article.php?id=145
http://www.international-alert.org/press/article.php?id=144 
http://www.international-alert.org/press/article.php?id=140 
http://www.eplo.org/documents/EPLOCPNL2-5.pdf
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5 July: the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) is hosting a
plattform in Bern for „a controversial debate“ on current international coope-
ration issues, under the title „How effective is development cooperation?“.

14 July: Transcend meeting on non-violent conflict transformation and peace-
building, with J. Galtung, will take place in Bern.

16 to 19 August and 6 to 9 September: Peace Watch Switzerland Training on
Israel/Palestine.

16 August to 7 September: a photographic exhibition „Tur Abdin/Turkey –
North Iraq“ is being held in Bern’s Offenen Heiliggeistkirche church. Also, on
23 August as part of the framework program Michael Kirschner (SFH) will talk
about the situation in Iraq.

24-25 September: CASIN presents the 2nd „Geneva Private Capital Symposi-
um“ for a discussion of „Small and Medium Enterprise Investment in Emer-
ging Markets“.

swisspeace Annual Conference on 13 November on „Environmental Peace-
building: Managing natural resource conflicts in a changing world“.

Orders

Events

This section gives

pointers to selected

events in Switzerland

pertaining to civil peace

building.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

„Religion Macht Frieden“
A study conducted in the framework of a research project financed by the Berg-
hof Foundation, on the peace potential of religions in violent conflicts of a politi-
cal nature, was recently published under the title „Religion Macht Frieden“. In its
480 pages the author Markus Weingardt shows how religious actors have been
able to deal successfully with violent conflicts, citing evidence that includes  30
case studies from around the world.

In the words of an Introduction by Dieter Senghaas and Hans Küng: „There is
much to be learned from this book. Those working in the field should be able to
draw inspiration from its diagnosis as well as the impressive amount of experi-

Alerts Peaceworkers team is offering several introductory courses in the co-
ming months.

With a European team due to take over from the UN Mission that assist with
security in Kosovo, International Alert has been helping to assess their training
needs.

The report „Reform of the Coffee Sector in Burundi: Prospects for Participati-
on, Prosperity and Peace“ analyses the coffee sector in Burundi and makes
recommendations for changes to improve the power of local growers, wor-
kers and distributors.

http://www.peacewatch.ch/public/frameset.aspx?cat=1&lang=DE
http://www.kohlhammer.de/shopX/shops/kohlhammer/appDE/shopX_deepLinkEntry.php?target=quickSearch&keyword=weingardt&shopXKOHSID=158e5d96f7ad24d3c67999569874157b&CFID=1993308&CFTOKEN=39870320
http://www.international-alert.org/press/events/events.php?id=143 
http://www.international-alert.org/press/events/events.php?id=143
http://www.international-alert.org/press/events/events.php?id=143
http://www.international-alert.org/publications/295.php
http://www.deza.admin.ch/de/Home/Agenda/Agenda_Detailansicht?itemID=100419
http://www.transcend-netz.org/pdf/transcend-tag-bern.pdf
http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/KOFF/Newsletter/2007/background_material/59/Flyer_assyrische_Fotoausstellung.pdf
http://www.geneva-private-capital-symposium.com
http://www.geneva-private-capital-symposium.com
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Web tip
Global Peace Index
The Global Peace Index website was first published on the internet last May. The
Index ranks nations and regions by their Friedfertigkeit peacefulness. The ran-
kings, based on 24 criteria, cover a total of 121 countries. The criteria include the
number of people in a country’s jails, its military expenditures and such indica-
tors as degree of democracy, transparency and education. The country ranked
highest for peacefulness in 2007 was Norway. Austria ranked 10th, Germany
12th, Switzerland 14th and the USA 96th. At the very bottom of the table is Iraq.
The study behind the Index shows that small, stable countries that belong to
regional blocs such as the European Union tend to be the most peaceful. The
determining factors in such cases are the levels of income and education. Peace-
ful countries also tend to have a high degree of transparency and a low rate of
corruption.

The website contains references to special topics such as „Peace and Sustaina-
bility“, „Peace Aid“ and „Peace Content“ which deal at length with these rela-
ted issues and contain portraits of organizations and personalities as well as
information on initiatives to make the world more peaceful. The Index was deve-
loped and is managed by an international panel of peace experts from peace
institutes and think tanks, the Economist Intelligence Unit and the Centre for
Peace and Conflict Studies of the University of Sydney.

ences documented. Let this study serve as a warning to researchers, many of
whom are content with a much smaller sample, not to be overhasty in drawing
sweeping conclusions from limited expertise. This book is above all aimed at the
religious communities themselves, which need to mobilize more resources of
every kind on behalf of a proactive peace policy commitment.“
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